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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Tuesday, 5th September, 1933, 


The Asisembly met in the Assembly Chamber at Eleven of the Clock, 
Mr. Presiflent (The Honourable Sir Shanmukharn Chetty) iii the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Status op Teachers op the East Indian Railway Indian Schools. 

603. *Mr. A. Das : (a) Are Government aware that on the 19th 
February, 1932, the United Provinces Government in reply to question 
No. 21 (c) by Rao Krishnapal Singh stated that the East Indian Railway 
Rules did so apply and ‘ ‘ they are bound to observe them under clause 4 of 
their agreement ’’ ? 

(b) If the reply to part (a) above be in the affirmative, will Govern¬ 
ment be pleased to state why the East Indian Railway Leave Rules do 
not also ajiply to those teachers of Indian Schools who were in service 
prior to March 31st, 1930 ? 

(c) Is it a fact that in 1931 the Headmaster of the East Indian 
Railway Indian High School, Asansole, was granted 6 months’ leave on 
full pa 3 % and 7 months’ leave on half pay in continuation of the previous 
leave under the old East Indian Railway Leave Rules ? 

(d) Is it a ('act that there are several other instances of leave having 
been granted under the old Rules to teachers in the East Indian Railway 
Oakgrove and other schools T 

(e) Is it a fact that in certain cases grant of leave to teachers in 
other East Indian Railway Indian schools has been made contingent on 
‘ funds being available ’ ? If so, will Government be pleased to state if 
there is any other branch or department of the East Indian Railway or 
Government in which leave salary depends upon funds being available f 

if) Is it a fact that, when the State took over the control of the 
E^ist Indian Railway from the East Indian Railway Company, all old 
employees were given an option to choose between the old East Indian 
Railway Company Rules and the State liaihvay Rules ? Tf so, were the 
teachers of the East Indian Railw’ay Schools given a similar choice ? If 
not, why not t 

(g) Is it a fact that when the new Bast Indian Railway Leave Rules 
were brought into force, another choice was given to all East Indian 
Railway employees ? If so, was a similar choice given to teachers of the 
East Indian Railway Schools as well ? If not, why not ? 

(h) Are Government prepared to consider the advisability of removing 
all the anomalies and racial distinctions between the Headmasters and 
teachers of the East Indian Railway Indian Schoob and the East Indian 
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Krtihvay Anglo-hidiaii School at Oakgrove in tJic matter of leave, passes, 
status and position and treat them equally in all resj)ects in the matter of 
privileges If 

Mr. P. E. Ran : (f/) No. 

(0) to {/()■ f obtaining certain information to enable me to give 
a complete rej)ly to this (jiiestion and sliall lay a reply on the table in due 
course. 

Status of Tf.vciiers of tuk East Indian Kailway Indian Schools. 

604. "'Mr. A. Das : Are Governintmt awai*e that in the. replies to 

(piestiou No. 296 (?>), (r) & (d) by Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad, dat(*d the 
8th February, 1933, and to cpiestion No. 319 (//), ''e) k (d) by I’andit 
Satyendra Nath Sen on the 9th February. 1933, affirming the correct ikvss 
of the stah'inenfs of Sir (»(*orge Kainy on tin* 2oth Fenrnary, 1928. that the 
‘‘schools of two of the biggest comj)an 3 '-managod Railways have come 
r,ndcr the direrf rofiirol of ihc Slafr ” and on the 21st February. Ifl29, that 
the “ seh(H)ls are under aur conirol ”, and on th(‘ 12th September, 1929. 

“ tliat the schools are the property of tlie East Indian Railway and the 
East -Tuflian Railway belongs to the (loveininent. and I do not think tiiat 
there can la* any doubt that the\ arv fiorrrnmcvi schools in tliat sense 
and in the reply on hohnJf of Govenmiout to question No. 31 by Kao 
Krishnajnil Singh in the (hiired Pntvinces Legislative Council on the lUth 
February, 1.933, (loverninent li.ive n*cognis(Tl that East Ijidian Railway 
Schools, including tlie East Indian. Railway Oakgrove School for Anglo- 
Indians, are under the direct eojitrol of * Feniral tlovi'minenl and are as 
sued* ‘ (Jnv('rnni<’nt sr-hools ’ ? 

(7;) ir the reply to part (a) above be in the aflirinative. will (lov(*rn- 
men! be pleased to stale : 

(i) whether these schools are actually treated as sneh in the day 
to <lay admini.stration as W(‘ll ? Tf not, why 1 If so, an* 
they ])ermitted to use service stamps on their e(>rn*spond- 
enec ! If not, wliy not ; 

(?/) wlKlIier they are cla.ssitied as sueh in (iovernm(‘nt returns ? 
If not, why not ; 

(h'i) v.'hother the Ineal committees atlach(*d to these seliools are, 
advisoi’v eoinmittecs likt those attached to Provineial Govern¬ 
ment schouls of the same standard f Jf not, why not ; 

(ir) wlu'ther the local manaffing committees attaclied to the East 
Indian Railway High Sehf)o|s for Indians ex(*rcisc full 
‘ proprietory powers ' like the committees of ])rivately owned 
schools V If so, why have thes(‘ bodies b(‘en vested with such 
extraordinary powders ; 

(v) whether it is a fact tliat (lie eoinmittees attached to the East 
Ind’an Raihvay schools have full iiowors to punish, dismiss 
or discharge ail 1<*acbers including the lleadmast(‘r If so, 
is a .similar practice jxwmissible in any other department or 
branch of Railway or Government service ? Are Govern¬ 
ment prepared to consider taking action to insure greater 
security of service to teachers iu the East Indian Raihvay 
Schools ; 
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(vi) wlictlier they are aware that the eommittees attached to the 
Efist Indian Kaihvay schools ajid possessing such extraordi¬ 
nary powers, contain a number of low-paid lower subordi¬ 
nates wlio are far inferior in education, status or salary to 
Headmasters and teachers whose destinies they actually 
control and govern ‘i What action do Government i)i*opose 
to take to bring these committees into lim* with the com¬ 
mittees attached to Provincial Government sciiools I 

Mr. P. R. Rau : (a) Tliis quc.stion is practically identical with pan 
{a) of rjneslion \o. L’74 to which T have already replied. 

( h) It does not follow that the internal Administration of these schools 
should follow in ev(‘ry ^iorticidar the internal adinhiistration of Provincial 
Schools. Government have nc* iittorinatjoii on the various poinks of detail 
raised hy the IJotiourahle Memlnr which are fi»r the Local Administration 
to decide. A e(jj)y of these (questions is being sent to tin* Agent. 

CoLI.EC'TlON OF IXFOliMATIOX VC POLITICAL OuTLOOK OF MILITARY 

Tenderers. 

()05. *Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : (a) Are Government aware that the 
military aii11i()riti(*s have asked for confidential information from the 
local aiitliorities regarding the polii.jcai outlook of some of ilie tendcreivs 
for l)iiyiug ag(*ncies (d‘ grains nini imanageincnt nf gi'aiii deqvots ? 

(//) If the ro])ly to j^arf (//) i)e in the affirmative, will Government be 
j)leased to lay a copy of tliese coi.imunications on tlie table of this House ? 

Mr. G. R. P. Tottenham : G/Mt is the normal practii'e to makt‘ full 
empiiri' s about tlie status and reliability of all prospective contractors and 
not only about tiu‘ir political outlook. 

i h'■ Goveriiinenf an not ])r»‘par(d to lay oi» tin* table cojoes of Uie 
confidential c()nimnni(a)lions to whic-h the llcmonrabh* Member refers. 

Mr, Gaya Prasad Singh : Ma\ i Know if view^s on ])olitical outlook 
W’ere called for froni MessiN. O'Ven pobcrls and Go. als(> 

Mr, G. R. F, Tottenham : J am not ci rtain if tlmt w’as the case. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : May 1 take it that the ])olili(*al outlook of a 
contractor is a determining factor in giving the co'itracts ’ 

Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham : 1 can a'^suiv the Honourable Member that 
th(‘ military auth(»riti(*s are tpiite indifferent to the j)olitieal viiwvs of their 
eonti-aetors so long as they are satisfied that they are not engaged in 
tlefinitely subversive aetivitiis. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : May 1 know' then wiiy the political vitwvs 
are e a lied for ? 

Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham : So as to make sure, as 1 said, that they are 
not engaged in subversive activities. 

Dilai'iuated Gondition of the Puilding ocerrirED by the Indian Stokes 

DeI’ARTMENT. 

606. ■•*'Mr. Bhuput Sing : (a) Are Government awan^ that the build¬ 
ing occupied by the Indian Stores Department in Simla is in a very dilapi- 
" L1*27LAD * a2 
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dated condition and so.ne time back was altogether condetnned for occupa¬ 
tion ? 

(h) How much cubic feet spe.ce is by rule allotted to a clerk in a room 
and is that rule observed in accommodating tlie clerical establishment of 
the Indian Stores Department in Simla ? 

(c) Is it a fact that ov**n verandahs arc used for accommodating the 
establishment of the Indian Stores Department ? 

('-!) Is it a fact that last year the derical eslablishment was informed 
that they would not move betwvcr Simla and Dellii and that they would bo 
located ])cj*maucntly at Now Delhi ? 

(e) Are Government aware that consequent on those orders sonu* of 
the clerks had taken down tlieir complete household elf eels to New Dollii ? 

(/) Is it a fact that later on thc\ moved up to Simla and had to bring 
np all the luggag«* ? 

{(/) Do (loveriiuiont now proi)ose to locale the Indian Stores Depart¬ 
ment at New Dellii permanently from next year ? If not, wdial are the 
difficulties ! 

Mr. A. G. Clow : (a) This is true of one of the two buildings oecupied 
by the Indian Stores Deiiartmeut. 

\b) The s])aee usually allot led is .10 square feet and this rule is ob¬ 
served for the Indian Stores Department in Simla as far as possible within 
the limits of the accommodalion available. 

UD Glazed veramlabs aie so us('d and they are better lighted than 
sf>me of the I’ooms. 

(d) The .staff was informed ii; October, 1931, that the Indian Stores 
Dci)ar1m(‘nl would I’cmain in Delhi in the following liot \veatber. This 
instruction was cancellod in February, 1932. 

(e) and (/). Govornnumt have rrccived no re])resentat.ions on the 
subject. 

(fj) Government have not yet reached a decision in the matter. 

Mr. B. Das : Is it not a fact that the Stort‘s Ui'tnnielimmit (^nnmittce 
recommended that there sbonid be no Simla exodus for the clerks of the 
Stoi'cs Dejiart merit '/ 

Mr. A. G. Clow : T am quite prepared to accept it from the Honour¬ 
able Member. I have no ree.olioelion of Ibis. 

M. B. Das ; Have tlu: Government accepted that recommendation of 
the Stores Retrenchment (kmimirtee V 

Mr. A. G. Clow : 1 would refer the llononrabh* Meiidoer to the 
answer to part (g) of the qnes'tion. 

Location of some ATTAriii.D Offices in New Delhi. 

607. *^Mr. Bhuput Sing : (o) Wliich of the Government of India and 
attached offices are located at Simla in the rented buildings and how much 
amount does each of the offices spend annually on this aeeonnt ? ' 

(h) Have Government considered in the interest of economy whether 
some of the attached offices, at least, should be located permanently at New 
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Delhi, in order to avoid renting of the buildings in Simla ? If not, why 
not 1 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : (t;) a si augment giving the infor¬ 
mation desired by the Honourable Member is jjlaeed on the table. 

(h) The (lovernmenl considered this question in connection with 
a ]n()])C).sal of the Ke1r( iiehmeul (.'oiilmittce and have reacJiod no decision 
Ixyond tiiat slali.d on |)age 2^1 of the Summary of the Jiesults of Ke- 
trenchment 0])erations iii Civil Hx|jen(litnre, copies of wl-ich arc in the 
Lilnary. 

SUileinmt. 

Name of oHiec located at Simla in rented buiJdinj/. Amount of rent paid annually. 

Rs. 

Imperial Omncil of A«:rieijlt.ural U(‘sear(.‘li Department 4,380 

(rent for the first year was 
Rs. 4,720). 

Reforms Ofliee .. .. .. .. 2,fi00 

Record room of 1 lu‘ Army De]»artmeut .. .. 800 

No. 6, Drawing Office of the Frontier Circle, Survey of 4,000 for 1933 

India. (In previous years Rs. 3,500 

was paid as rent). 

Benoal State Prisoners detained in Jails of the Madras Presidj:n(’V. 

008. *Mr. Bhuput Sing : Will Government be pleased to state 
wheth(*r the following Bengal State Prisoners are at presenj didained in 
tile jails of tlie Madras P»’esidency and when were they transferred from 
l^engal 1 

Sjts. Pratn (’handra Ganguly, Trailokya Xatli Chakravarty. 
Kamesh ('’■handra Acharyya, Rabindra Mohan Sen-Gupta, 
Surendra Molian Gliosli, Jihanlal Chatterjoe, Benoyondra Nath 
Roy diaudliary, and Pratul Gliandra Bliattachaiya. 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : The answer to the first part is in 
the affirmative. Tlu Slate Prisoner.^ w*tc trausl'erred to Madras about 
the end of Noveiiiln'r, Pl’H. 

Diet AijEOWanci: of certain Ben(;af. State Prts<»ners deiainei^ in Jails 
IN THE Madras pREsmENCY. 

609. *Mr. Bhuput Sing : {n) Is it a fact that the above mentioned 
State Prisoners used t-o got Rs. 2 per diem per head a^s diet allowance at 
the Buxa Detention Gamp before being transferred to the Madras Prosi- 
deitcy ? 

(h) Is it a fact tliat the Bengal State Prisoners detained in the jails 
of the Madras Presidency used to get Rs. 2 per head per diem as diet allow¬ 
ance in 1926-27 ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Superintendents, District Collectors and non- 
offieial .isitoj-s of the central jails at (^aiinanore and Trieldnopoly did 
reeommend Rs. 2 per diem per head to he paid to tlio Dengal State 
I^risoners at present detained in the jails of tlje Madras Presidency ? 
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{d) Is it a fact that in spile oi the recommendation of the District 
Colledors and official and noii-oiricial visitors of oertaiii jails iii the 
.Madras ihvsidency the Government have sanctioned Ks. 1-4-0 only per 
diem lor the State Prisoners at present detained in JMadras jails ? If so, 
'why Jiave tiie recommendations of those officials and non-officials been 
ignored ? 

(e'i Will Gov(‘rnment be pleased to stale the jn-inciples whicli guide 
the Government in fixing the all()\vances of State Prisoners detained in the 
jai*.^: (d* i)ro\inces other than Ih-ngal ? 

(/) Do Goveriurn'iil. propose to aecepi the recommendations of the 
District Collector, Superintendents of Jails and other non-official visitors 
of the ^Madras jails and sanction lis. 2 per head ]jei* diem as recommended 
by th<' Superintendents of dails. District Collectors and mm-ofjicial 
visitor.^ .* If not, "wliy not 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : (r/) The scab* of aJlowaiiees in 
Uengiil varu‘d i'i* uij Rs. J-d-O to Rs. ‘J a (ia\, but was subsecpumtlv reduced 
to Ro. 1 to ]-10-(). 

{h) 1’he scale iljoii ranged from Rs. l-G-O to Rs. 2. 

(e;, {(/) and ). I would refer the Ilonoiirabh* Mcmiber to the P'ply 
'.riven liy me to Mr. Mina’s (jiiestion .\o. 2.V7 on the .sfli Fe])ruary. 193:;. " 

if) Does jiot arise. 

pRovisinx OF Fluotrio Faxs for Statf. Puisoxr.Rs \xi> Drn’KXT's in the 

TkIOJIINOPOLA' dAIL. 

oil). '^Mr. Bhuput Sing ; (./) Is it a fact tljat the Honourable tlie 
JTonu* iMendM'T did assure the Mendiei’s of this House that, when necessary, 
fans wuiild be provided to the Stat«* I’riscmers and detenus ' Is it a faet 
that Trieiiinopoly is a very hot ])biee ? 

i'e' Is it a fact that the Heniral Slate Prisoners, detained i.n the Triclii- 
nopftly central Jail, reepu’Wed (ioV('rnment t(» pay (»nly for the cost of 
ehetric energy, vebieli has been refused ? 

(r) Is it also a tact that permi.ssion has been refused for the purel.ci.se 
of elect”ic fans by tlie State Pri.soners at Hieir own cost, though there is 
eleolric installation in all (lie lihu-lus of the Trieiiinopoly jail 'i' 

Honourable Sir Harry Haig : {(ii Tl*e assuranci* giviui in this 
IIou.*^ to which the ITononrable .Member refers was with refereiu'e to the 
provision of puiikhas for the Rengal detenus confined in the D«‘oli Detri¬ 
tion Jail. 

(h) and (e). The question referred to is under consideration. 

Sports Aij.owax(’e for Pienoal State Prisoners in Jaii.s of the Madras 

PRESniENOY. 

fill. *Mr. Bhuput Sing : Will Government be pleased to state ; 

(i) whether any sports allowanee has been sanctioned for the 

P>engal Stat^* Prisoners in jails of the Madras Presidency ; 

(ii) if so, what is the amount sanctioned for it ; 

(iii) what is the annual rcciirrmg grant for the purpose ? 
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The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : U) Yes. 

(//; lis. 50 per head. 

\r» reeurriiijr expendi1 lire has been fixed, })ii1 applications for 
sneh expenditure are considered on merits. 

St^TE i^KlSONlCRS AND DeTLNUS IN JaIT/^. 

()12. ^Mr. Bhuput Sing : Will Oovernment be pleased to state 
(i) liie nuinbiT of Slate i'risoners under Regulation 111 of IHI^, and 
(f/j IIk' number of (bdenus under the Ihnigal Criminal I^aw Amondmimi 
Act at present didained in various jails of each of tlie different provinei^^ 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : 1 would refer the Iloiiourable 
Member to my I’eply lo pan (a) ot .^Ir S. ('. Milra’s (jucstion Xo. 3 on 
the 22ud August, 1 

Sta'ii: Pk]m)N’l:i{s ixturni:!) in Vn.i.AuKs and Detents in the Deoli 

Detention ( 'amp. 

bi:{. *Mr. Bhuput Sing : Will (b»vernment be pleased to state 
separat**ly the number of State Prisoners (li interned in thf* villages, 
and (//1 the number of d<‘tenus detained in the D(‘oli DeVeniion jail 
' Ajmere-!Mt rwara ) ! 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : n i -106. 

(ii) 102. 

IlENCAiJs DETAINED WITIlOrT TkIAL IN BeKMA JaILS ENDEU THE DeRMA 

Ordinanpe. 

(il l. “^'Mr, Bhuput Sing : ia) Will Oovernment be pleased to state 
the IIumbel t»f Ihuigalis detained without trial in Burma jails under the 
BniTJui Ordinance in (‘onneidion witli the reeent revolutionary activities 
stating their names and the ecmditiim of their present lioaltli 

I /C Will Government bt‘ pleased to stale the number of persons 
(i) shot dtnul, (ii) eonvieted, ami (Hi) ex‘*euted, in eonneetiou wuth the 
Buj'ma reh*‘llion, and how manv of '^hein were Indians in efieli of ilie tiiree 
categories i 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : fu'J EiLdit Bengalis have been 
liclaimd uiider i1m‘ r.uiina Crimiiml Law Amendment Act. I n clerstand 
fhat ail ar<* in good lu’altli. 

I /> • (/ . There is no I’eeord of the ])reeiso niunber. 

i//"' 'riio total is not yet known as all trials bav«* not lieen cc.mpit'ted. 
l.ldS ('on\icli<ms have hei’U r**viewod hy tlit' Local Oovernnient with a view 
T<i exenusing ehuneney wliere possible. 

(Hi) no. 

Xo Indians are ineluded in tin* alH»vc categories. 

Recrtutment of Staff on Daily Waiies Basis in the Central 

PruLiPATiON Branch. 

615. *Mr. Bhuput Sing : (a) Will Government be pleased to state : 

(/ ) bow’ many cases of rejiorfed illness have occurred amongst the 
staff of the (Vntral Publication Branch in tin* course bf the 
last six months ; 
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(m) what are the kinds of maladies ; 

(m) how many officers have {rone on h‘«ve on medical {rrounds in 
the course of the last six months ? 

(h) What is the total strength of the staff of the Central Publication 
liranch V 

(r) Is it a fact that a large number of men have been recruit(*(l at 
Delhi by the Central Publication llranch on daiJy wages basis ? Jf so, 
will Coverumcnt be i)Ieaso(l to state : 

(/) Wiial is the total number of such tem]mrary men ; 

(ii) How long they have been serving ; 

(m) What are their res])ective qualifications ; 

{i.v) flow many of them are doing desk work ; 

(/•) What an‘ the rates of wages pt‘r diem pjiid to each of them ; 

(ri) What is the total monthly expenditure incurred in maintain¬ 
ing this temporary esiablislnmmt on daily rates and for 
Jiow many months ha\e they been under eniiiloymeid eonti- 
nuoiisjy from day to day ; 

'vii) What i^* tin* total exjienditure incurred up till now during 
the current financial year : 

{mil) What is the amount spent in payment of daily wanes of tem¬ 
porary men employed during the mouths of l)ecemb(*r. 
and January to Afarch. 1933. at daily rat(‘ basis ; 

(i.r) The l.ead of the budget grant of the office fi’om which their 
wages are being met during the enn-ent finaiieial year ; 

(j‘) What is the annual budget allotment under that bead : 

f.ri) Whether the expenditure on aeeouiit of maintaining tlnvse 
men is likely to exceed the budget allotment ? If so, bow 
is it [iroposed to meet the exeess expeinliture ; 

(tH) What are the r(*asous for the inaintenanee of ^ueh daily w’ages 
men ; 

(x'ifi'i) Jlow^ many of sneh daily wages men were reroiiiimMided to 
the then officiating Manager of the (kuitral Ihililieation 
Hranch by the then officiating Deputy Controller of 
Printing and Stationery, Mr. C. V. d’Kca ; 

(xiv) Whether the daily wages temporary men are being rocom- 
meiidcd liy the present Manager for higher grade posts of 
the office to the exclnsion of stmior liands ? 

Mr. A. G. Clow : (a) (i). 112. 

(w) Various ailments : I can show the Ilononrable Minnber a list if 
he so desires. 

:.(m) 24. 

(h) 154. 

. ',(c).Ych. ' 

(i) 91. 
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(ii) and (vi). Various terms commencing from November, 1932. The 
average monthly expenditure is Rs. 1,980. 

(in) Matric'ulates, undor-gradnates and men with previous secretariat 
experience. 

(iv) 8;") apimoxiniatoly. 

(i') Varying Indwceii As. S and Re. 1. 

(vii) Rs. 7,os:;. 


(viii) For December, 1982 . . 
F()i‘ January, ]9:i8 
For February, lit*;:; 

For March, 19:;:; 


Rs. 1,799 
Rs. 2,09:) 
Rs. 2,180 
Rs. 2.r)n 


(i.r) K.().-(‘(.ntingeneies- Ex))r‘n>i“s and ^Miscellaneoiw. 

(./') Rs. lS..-)00 during the current financial year. 

{.ri) I have no reas.-ni for supposing that the buduel allolnn'iil A^ill be 
exceeded on this account. 


(./•//1 To enabh* tlie arrer.rs to be overtaken exj^editiously. 

(j'iil) Cioveriini(*nt liave no information. 

(j'ir) ]\Ien wlio have proved themselves qualified and capable have 
been rt‘e<immen(h‘d for promotion. 


Cii{n:vAN('i:s of Tin: of thi: Cfxtkal PrBucATio.v Bkanv h. 

010. *Mr. Bhupnt Sing : ia'^ Is it a fact that the Controller of 
Printing and St,'.tioiiery inspected the office of tin* Central Publication 
Rraneh at Delhi almost every day during the months of May and June 
last. If so, wliai was the I’cport of such ins])eetioii ? 

(O' Is it a that the (''ontroller has advised the pi-esent Manager 
to devise means for tin* elimination (d’ the Dengali element of tho staff 
If so, wliat are tin* r(*ason.s for such remarks ? 

(c) .\re Goveriiiiient aware that the stall have been extremely 
panic-stricken ! If not, do they |)r()pose to enquire into tlie matter 

(<1) Are (lovernmeni aware that tlie present Manager of the Central 
Publication Rrancli has got an antipathy for the Rengali staff employed 
there If so, wliy 

(e; N it a fact that the Manager of the Puhlication Braiieh has issued 
a eireular to his sijjtf regarding ventilation of gri(*vanees relating to 
allotment of (jiiai-ters If so, is it a fact that tin* ^Manager has threat¬ 
ened therein llie staff with disciplinary action in the event of venti¬ 
lation of grievances direel to the (jlovernment of India ? Do (Jovern- 
ment propose to place a copy of that circular on the table of this House 1 
Tf not, whj" not ? 

(/) Is it a fact that the Manager has remarked in the said circular 
that direct representation to Government regarding (piarters is a 
“ mast^r-.<!troko of stupidity ” ? 
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((/) Arv (lovornmont aware oE the eirciinistanees that forced the 
staff to s<Mid direct representation lo tiiein ’ If not, do tliey ])roposc to 
en(|nin‘ iiilo tlie matter ? If not, why not ? 

Mr. A. G. Clow : (a) Y(‘s. The re]>ort disclosed the need of a much 
hitrher standard of effieieiiey in the Branch. 

(h) and ((/). The answt*r to tlie first parts is in the neiralive ; the 
second parts do not arise. 

(o'), [() and ((j). ('eiiain teh'^rrasns ])ni*po!*tinjr to conn' from the 
stall’ sojj.iiest (hat the sen*leis ^\e^•e in a somewhat hysterical fi’aim* of 
mind. In view oj' this (h^vernmenl dt) m*t projiose In take any aclimi on 
lliis iiceasinii. hid the slatf liave h*'«M! warieMl by tin* Alana.L^er that a(‘tion 
will hr taken against tin^se wlnv act in this manner in Eutnre. (lovernment 
do net projxtse t*'. lay a en]>y c>f the nod' t-oniaininjjr this oiaho’ on llif la’nh', 
a- Mhee nnt(‘s are confidential. 

i/) I am infe.rnc'd that tliis phrase was nnt nst'd. 

(li’xxY Baos and Pai Pasks nr ia n vsnn i.y rin: Pi.xtuai, 
Priil.lCATlON BkANX II. 

<il7. "'Mr. Bhuput Sing : Will Government he i>leased to lay on the 

table '•! tills llnuse a statenunii shoY'ini*' : 

I /1 tls" nnnihei nf jiinny h.’.'j-v and. pjndPinv; li- xt's iniiadia'-ed hy 
tin* Gentral Ihihlica!i(ni liraiieh nn the <'v«- nj' the iranst’er 
oT that (tfTlcn to Delhi ; 

(//) the anmher of the above now avaihahle in stock 
(Hi) the total cost of such articles purchased ? 

Mr. A. G. Clow : (/) 4.000 gunny hags and 3o0 boxes. 

(it) 3.000 gnnny hags are in sloek ni the Peidi’a! Publication Branch, 
and the hoxi^s are in use there. 

(Hi) Ps. 3,027. 

Cost of Ihionri TioN oi' Pybiai ations sold as Waste P\i*i;a ox the 

Tkansfkk of ttte (hixTftAT. Priii.K ATiox Bkaxcii ro Drr.irf. 

018. "'Mr. Bhuput Sing : Will GoA^ernment be pleased to state the total 
approximate cosd of production of tlie A’arions Government of India 
pnblica;ions that Avere sold as AA'aste jiapiw (»n the eve of the move of the 
Central Publication Branch from Calcutta ? 

Mr. A. G. Clow : The information has h(*cn called for and Avill be 
placed on the table of the House in due course. 

Pi'iiLio Slkvd'E Commission Examination for the Seoretariat. 

619. "^Mr. Bhuput Sing : (a) Will Government he ])leased to state 
the number of candidates who passed the Public. Service Commission test 
for the Second Division of tlie Secretariat since 1920 ? How many of 
these arc not provided for ficrmanently in that Division ? 

(o.» Is it a fact that a competitive examination for recruitment to 
the .First and Second Divisions of the Sfwetariat was held in 1926 by 
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the JMihlic Service. Commission ami if so, have all those who were success¬ 
ful been iiermaiieiitJy jirovicled for in their respective ^^rades ? If not, 
why were the su’oseejuent examinations held ? 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : (e/) I would invite the Honour¬ 
able MenilM'r’s att»‘iiti(>ii to tlie reply J am "oiii" to jrive to part '(/) of his 
(jU(‘stion Xo. 

(^0 A I'oinpet ii iv(' examinalion was held in 192G for a s])(‘eifi<*d 
number (»f vacancies in (‘a(*li of llie lliree Divisions, which did not 
maleriadi./(‘ in lull. I nndersland that some of the eandidates who 
(jiialilied al Ibis examinall»»n ljav(* n(»t yet secured permaueiil cmpiovineiit 
ill li:«‘ Divisions for wliieb ibey are rpialified. As j‘f‘o‘arrls Ibe last part oJ 
ibis «ji!<slinii I Avould iiivile athmtiou io fbe jrply t:iven i)y Sir dames 
Ciei.iv In f)iiri>. 1(1} ai»d (< , (d‘ dJr. IJ. X. 3Iisra’s (piestion X'n. 7iSj on 
llie 2:!r«i S.‘|jt«Mnbe]'. and to my reply 1f» [)arts (r) and (jJ) of 

?dr. S. { . Aiiira .s (jiifstioii Xo. 402 nu IIh* 21sl Fel)i-uary. 1022. 

l‘l{(i.\t<iYI<).\ ni- ShcoXI) IJiVISIOX' (‘lERKS IX CEWTAIX ATTArilED ^ IrFIl ES. 

020. Bhuput Sing : (a) is it a fact that the Home Department 

Lssiied a circular Xo. F.-i4|20-Ksts., dated 18th P^ebruary, 1.931. to the 
tlejjaitujeiits t(» the effecT that “ in ordiu* to meet difficulties of 
a iiaiuiY', wJiicli arise mainly from tlic fact that candidates 

i;n ij'ialified al picvious examinations have not ytd been permanently 
ab^frlMMi in the Di\'ision for wbicli they ata* (jualified. it was. decided 
that men who eoiu])eted foi* tin* Second Division of the Secretariat but 
W'-re v(»rkiir.:' in tin* varirtus Atlaclicd and Subordinate offices, could be 
])rninole«| to 22-1 2 pci* (MUit. of Die Tpper Division vacancies oecurring 
in their respecti\e offices " ? Tf so, will Government lie jdeased to state 
the number of smdi promotions made in the following oftices : 

4) IbibJie Service Comniissijm, 

'if) Indian Stores Department, 

(Hi) I)irector-(ien(‘ral, Indian iMedical Service ? 
lIoAv iii.iny of these ]iromoted men have since been confirmed and how 
many arc working on an offiidating or temporary basis ? 

'/» ' Is it a fact that (Tovernment contemplate introducing a revised 
sealc of j).‘!y and allowaiu'cs for the Secretariat and its attached and 
snbordinali* offices located at Simla-Delbi ? 

if' Is it alsf' a fact that the committee appointed for this purpose 
lias rct'omniendeil reduction in the niimher of Upper Division posts in 
most of tile Attached and Subordinate Offices ? 

id) Are Government aware that the introduction of any such pro- 
])osal without adecpiate safeguards for the interests of tlie ‘ pro¬ 
moted ’ Second Division men iiicntioned in part (a) above is likely 
to take off the vacancies which are at present held by them and leave only 
a remote chance of their re-promotion to the llpper Division ? 

(c) Do Government propose to order that'in the event of the revised 
scales of pay and allowances being introduced, it will not affect adversely 
in any w'ay those men who are at ]>resent employed whether in a temporary 
or officiating capacity in the various Attached and Subordinate Offices 
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under tJie Home Department cireular referred to in part (a) above ? Arc 
Government prepared to direct that notAvitlistanding: any reduction or 
abolition in the number of Upper Division ])(>stK in the Attaelicd and Sub- 
ordijiate Offices, such ‘ defunct ^ j)Osts should be treated as ‘ exislin^r 
vacancies • for the purpose of securing ultimate iiermaneni absorption of 
such ‘ ]jronioted ’ Assistants “/ 

{J > Ale (iovej'jiineiil aware that in Wl^d a notice was j)ul)lislied in 
the Viirious n(‘W.sj)a/>er.s, efcc, announcing tlji* lio/t/ing of the eojiiju't it ive 
exaniinai]oj] loj- locruifment to Hirst and Second Divisi(nis ainl no 
condition \^a^; sli]iiija1ed tJial the scales of pay piibbslied lljcrtdn would 
be subject to retrenclinieiit or r(‘vision ; 

(r/ Is it a fact that llie Home i)<*])artment circular rcjVrred to above 
provided for ])reference to tho-v^' candidates who com]»eted in lln* U)2^i 
exam illation ? 

^ (/f ) \\ ill Government lie jileased to .stat(' in how many eases 
preleronee was actually given in the following ofliees in jiromoting the 
Second Division passed men to the Tapper Division : 

(’i) Pnbli.'‘ Service Commission, 

(n) Indian Stores Department. 

(iff) Director-General, Indian Medical Service. 

f/r') Master-General of the Ordnance. Army lleadcinarters ? 

(f^ AVill Government be pleased to state if it was tin* inlenli(»n of 
the Home Departnn iit cireular rebu-red to that preferene(‘ should also be 
given to those men who passed in the Second Division of the Secretaririt 
blit wen‘ eligiliie f(>r promotion to tlie Upper Division (d* tln‘ allaehcd 
and subordinate ofTicos under that circular V 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : ((/) and (A). As regards tlie first 
portion oF part (<f). 1 may mention that 33 U3 per cent, of tlie First Divi¬ 
sion vaeaiieies in All ached Offices are reserved for the jii’oniolion (>f all 
classes oF lioutine Division clerks in Attaclied Olfiees, whether (jnalilied 
lor till* Second Division of tlie Secretariat pro])er or not—ra/r j)aragta[)h 
3 fIV) of the Office ^leriiorandnm referred to, a eo|)y of which is a\ailable 
in tile Ijihrary. T1 j(‘ inbn’iiiatifoi asked for in the latter jiortioii of jinrt (rr) 
and in jiart f/t) is contained in a statement T lay on tin* table. 

f?>) \<*s, ill eoiimion witli other services under tlie control of the 
Governor General in (^nincil. 

(r) Yes. Tliis Avas the r(K*ommenda1ion of a Dejiartmental (■(»n- 
ferenee, and not a Conimitlei*. 

0/j and (e). The (piestimi of safeguarding the interests ol* men in 
Attached Offices iioav in service as a result of tlie introduction oF ihe new 
scales of pay and tlie n'diietion in the number of Upjier Division jaists in 
Attached Offices is under examination. 

('/) No such stipulation was made because there was then no ejnostion 
of revising the scales of pay. 

(r/) Yes, ride paragrapli 3(11) (b) of the MeTiiorandiim referred loin 
my reply to fiart (a) of the (piestion. 

('0 No. 
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SiaJUvmni, 

Statermni shounng {]) the number of promoted Second Division clerks who have been confirmed 
in the First /Hvision, {2) the number who are vxjrking in an officiating or temporary basis 
in that Division and (•>) the number of cases in which nrtference was given to 1920 candi^ 
dates in certain Attached Officers. 


(i) Public Service CoramisBion 


{it) Indian Stores Department 


(u'i) Director-Cieneral, Indian Medical Service 


.. (1) Four (officiating) promotions have 
iHjon made since 18th Fel>ruary 1031. 

(2) None has been confirmed. One man 
is at present officiating in the First 
Division. 

(3) In no case was preference given to 
a 1020 candidate, but of the men who 
officiated in the First Division 2 pass ed 
the Second Division Examination in 
102«. 

.. (1) Thre(* men wen? promfdod in tempo¬ 
rary substantive vacancies and o men 
against officiating vacancies in the 
First Division since 18tli February 
i9:n. 

(2) None has so far been confirmed. 
Five m(‘n arc at present officiating or 
temporary in the First Division. 

(3) In no case was preference given to a 
J92f» candidate. (Jf the candidates 
promoted one was a 192G man who was 
selected according to his position in the 
gradation list of the office. 

(1) Five officiating promotions have been 
made since 18th February U)31. 

(2) One man has been confirmed and one 
is at pre.sent officiating in the First 
Division. 

(3) In no case was preference given to 
1920 candidates. 


(tr) Master Cieneral of the Ordnance Branch .. There being no Second Division clerks in 

the Branch who eompoted in the 1920 
examination, the question of granting 
preference does not arise. 


IiImploymext of Men who p.\ssed the Second Division Se«;iu;takiat 
Examination in ciiitain Attached Offices. 

621. "'Mr. Bhiiput Sing : Will Government be pleased to state how 
many oF the men who passed the Second Division Secretariat examina¬ 
tion in 1926 are at present employed in the followin" offices : 

(i) Public Service Commission, 

(n) Indian Stores Department, 

(Hi) Director-General, Indian Medicol Service, 

(iv) Master-General of the Ordnance, Army Headquarters 7 
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The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : There are thrive sucJi men in tlie 
ol* the Public fService C/ommission, four in the Indian Stores Depart* 
meat (llcad(piarters Olliee), one in tiie office of the Director-General, 
Indian iMedical Service, and three in the Master-Genei’ai of Ordnanc<* 
DraiicJi, Army llead(jnartei*s. 

Puin.ic Service Commission Examination for the Second Dujsion of 

THE Secretariat. 

022. "'Mr. Bhuput Sing ; (a) Will Government be pleased lo lay 
on the Table a starenieiit jiivinjr the following;: information year by year 
from 1920 to date ; 

(j) luimbm- of men qualified or j)assed for tlie Second Division 
of the Secretariat ; 

(/■/) number of men vho were provided for permanently m th(‘ 
Second Divisimi of tin* S(*cr(‘rarial in the year of llieii- 
jiassin^ and the number of unproviderl men left over at tin* 
end (if eacli year ; 

total nnmb(*r of men passed for tlie Second Division of tli«* 
Secivdariat but not provid(*d for ])ermam‘ntly in that 
Division up to date : 

(//') tin* amount of examination fee eollecti'd (‘fub year 

(h‘i If tli(‘ answt‘r to part (a) above .sliows that tliere are still 
candidates iiiiju-ovided for in their respective frradcs, do ri(»vernmeni 
pro])ose to ccmsider tlie (piestioii of irrantin^r an extension to the initial 
period of tlij-ee years lor which the Home I)(*partmcnt circular ivfei‘re«i 
to was designed to operate • If not. wliy not ? 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : (a) (?) and (ir). Information 
re^ardinp' the number of candidate-' who passed the preserib(st test fo*- 
ompI(»yment in tin* Second Division of the St*cretariat iti the years l!)2t) to 
192;“) is not readily available and 1 do not propose to <M)Il(‘et n. I lay on 
the table a statement sliowiii" tin* ninnlv»r of (uindidales who qualified fm* 
tin* Sf‘Con(i Jd^isioii StM*retai‘iat. at examinations held by the J'ublic Serviei- 
Commission sincf Jt)2(i, and the amount of fees jNs-jlized fro/.j the 
xMinistfU'ial Sou ici* ('xaminatious since 1!)20. 

(//) ff/) and (>d). The information is not readily available end I 
rejiret lli.'it 1 eanu<>t iimlertake tf» eolleci i; 

(o) (bu’erTUin*nt ai'c considerinjr the matte]’. 


Slaimn nl shoirltKj tht vumher af ravdida1e.fi who qualified Jftr the Serohd Dirisiou Si cretariat, 
(,l examihutiouH laid Inf flu I*uhliv Sf.ri icc ('(nnutiNfdnn siuee. 1020. 


Year in which the cxaminatioii way held. 
1B26 .. 

1029 .. 

1031 .. 


1033 


No. of candidates ijualified. 

r)8 

31 

The examination was comy)eUtive. Gii 
its results, 0 candidates sef’ured 
appf)intments in the Secretariat and 
6 in Attached Gffices. 

.. The examination was e.ompetitive. The 
results have not yet >)oen declared. 
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Statement showing the innnunl of fees realised from the Mmisterial Seri'ic.(> exam innf ions held 

since li)20. 

Year in which oxaiiiinalion Arn(.unt ol fooH 


was held. 

realised. 


Rs. 

ltJ20 

3.42S (Approxinialoly). 

1U22 .. 

10,392/2 

J924 

6,670 

1920 .. 

9,2o0 

1920 . . 

15,100 

1929 ,. 

Ail. 

1931 

17,880 

1933 .. 

.. .. 26,580 


Safety the Inmates of the ' I) ’ and ‘ V ’ Tyfe Qx'AirjTns in 

New Delhi. 

023. ■'■'Mr. Bhuput Sing : {<0 Is it a fact that in the ‘ D ’ and * C ‘ 
(‘lass (|uarli*rs in Xoav Delhi, there is a pathway adjoining the front 
er»rri(hn' and that lh“?*«* a similar n^ad pr()vid(‘d at th(‘ hack of siieli 
quart (‘IN ? 

fh' Is it also a I'fjet tiini Iher*^ is at ])rcsent no restriction to the 
use of the fnmt ]»a11iway for v^’lilcidar traffic ? If so. are Govermnent 
prepared to (lir(‘ct that tin* pathway in the front of such qiiartei’s should 
nf(t he used for ^•ehi(‘lllar traffic Do Ciovernnjent realize that such 
practice inv(»lv(‘s serious ri<l< of personal injury, especially to children wlio 
may come (uit of the (uuirters / 

ic ' Are GoveiMimeiii aware that in most of the lawns adjac(‘ii1 to the 
' I) ’ and ■ <’ ' type (piartei’s refern'd to. hazardous games like cricket and 
f(.)ot-hall are at pia'stmt played If so. are Government pre]UHvd to 
take ■ ie]w to ])iit a -'1o]» to such hazardous games ? Do Govtuaiment 
realize that sucii ganu’s exjmse th(‘ tenants of the adjoining uuar;(‘r.s to 
risks of sfj'ious peiNioial injury, e.^pt'cially to cliihlreii '! Do 
Government propose to direct that no games exce]>t those that rcipiire 
only a limited area, (.//., vnlley-hall oi- badminton, will he ]n‘riuin(‘d in 
such lawns ! If not. are to-v.-rnmeut prepared to ascei’tain tiic \icws 
of the tenants of the ‘ 1) ’ and * (’’ ’ class quarters in this matter and take 
steps to protect the tenants {'roin accid(‘nts or risks of pliysical injury to 
which they are at present e,\poM‘(l 

Mr. A. G. Clow : (u» Yes. there is a ])atliw'ay adjoining the iront 
corridor, and then* is a serviee road at ihe })ack of tin* (juarttus, the 
metall(‘d j)ortioii of wliieh does not adjoin the quarters, while in most casO'. 
there is a drain between them. 

(h) There is no restrietioii on the use of the front pathway, hut in 
praetiee it is used only by the tenants or their visitors. 

(r ) No cases in which organised games of hockey, cricket, or football 
have lieen played on tlie lawns adjacent to the quarters have been lirought 
to notice. Badminton and Volley-Ball are the onlj" two games generally 
played by the tenants on tlie lawns. The other parts of the question do 
not arise. 
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Communal Composition op the Judges of High Coi rms and Chief 

Courts. 

624. “^Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : Will Goverimiciit hf* ploasocl to 
state : 

(i) the Dumber of High Court Judges, j)ermarKnt and temporary 
(separately) in each of the High Courts and Chief Courts ; 
and 

{ii) the eoiiimunal eoinj)Osition of the judges of the High Courts 
and Chief (V)urls ? 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : (i) and {ii). I lay on the table a 
statement giving the information. 


Statement slmvhig the. present strength of High Courts and the Chief Court, Oudh, and the 
communal ''omposition of the Judges. 


Stronpth. 

Muslims. 

Hindus. 

Indian 

Christians. 

Europeans. 

Others. 

Madras. 

1 

IlGH OorRT 

s. 

) 



14 permanent Judges 

Bombay. 


fi 

i 


j K 

i 

i 


10 permanent and 1 AdditionnJ 

J udges. 

Calcutta. 

1 ' 

I 

i 

j 

1 ^ 

! 

1 

! " 

0 

1 Parsi. 

15 permanent and 3 Additional 
.fudges. 

Allahabad. 

1 

! ” 

i 

J 

1 

0 

• * 

9 permanent and 3 Additional 
Judges. 

Lahore. 

3 

3 

j 

6 

1 

1 


9 permanent and 3 Additional 

2 

3 

1 

a 

.. 

J udges. 

Patna,. 






9 permanent and 1 Additional 

2 

2 

1 

5 


Judges. 

Rangoon. 






11 permanent Judges 

Chi] 

2 

EF COTTRT. 


7 

2 Bnn&aiiBs 

Oudh. 






5 permanent Judges .. 

2 

1 


1 

1 Pftrai. 

Total 

IJ 

28 

2 

48 

4 
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Increase in the Number of Muslim Judges in the Calcutta High 

Court. 

025. *Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : (a) Is it a fact that the Calcutta 
High Court in a way, Ls under the control of the Central Government ? 

(h) Is it a fact that men of one province may be appointed as judges 
of the lligJi Court in another province ? 

[c] How many judges have been appointed in the Calcutta High 
('Ourt during the last ten years and how many of them were Muslims ? 

{fl) Will Govornnient b(^ pleased t^) state the action they have taken 
or they pr()j)ose to take lor increasing tin* number of Muslim judges in 
the (‘alcutta High Court t 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : (a) The Calcutta High Court is 
under tlie a<lministratjve control of tlie Oov(‘rnnient of India. 

ih) TIxm'c is nolliiiig to pr(‘vent such apiKiintments. 

[(•) During t.iie p(n*iod li)21-l!)M0, 17 pcrmaiK'Ut Judges were {ii)point- 
ed i)f wlioni (m(‘ was a Muslim. During 11131 and 11)32, three permanent 
Judges were appointed of wliom one was a Muslim. 

If /1 1 would reler my Honourable fji(*nd to tlie ajiswer given by my 
pj'edtcessoj* to j)art (ei oi* Mr. l-p])i Saheb JUihadur’s ciuestioii No. 1077, 
in this lloust* on (lie 23rd Mareli, 11131. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Do Government admit the principle of 
appointing Judges of the Jlig*ij (3)urt on communal lines V 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : Sii*. That pi ineiide lias not 

Ikmui iiceepted. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : ^lay I ask. Sir, what was the reeom- 
Mieiid.!! ion <d iIh‘ td»\ernim‘nt to tin* Joint Parliamentary L’onmiittoe 
al) 0 ! ! \\]‘ position of li:e (‘ahuitta lligfi Court V Will it be on tlie same 
lootifiL' a> «'llier Iligli t’<uirl.s in ether provinces (U* wdll it continue to 
have soiii<‘ (lifl't'renlial treatment 1 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : I an.swered that question yester¬ 
day. I said that the matter was under the consideration of His Majesty’s 
(rovernim nt ami that 1 was not in a ])osilion to disclose the reeonimenda- 
lions of the Government of India. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : Do they firopose that in future the 
Calcutta High Court shall be on the same fooling as the other High 
Courts f 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : 1 am afraid my answer must be 
the same. 


PiR.Ms manupautubing Playino Cards in India. 

b2t). '"Mr. S. 0. Mitra ; (a) Are Government aware that playing 
eard.s are being maniifaeiured in India 1 If not, do they propose to enquire 
and state lunv irian> maun fact iiring concerns .of playing cards have been 
started in India ? 

(/;) Will Government be pleased to state tlie total cost of the playing 
cards imported into India during each of tlie last three financial years t 
Iia27LAD B 
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(c) Ts it. a fad that tho import duty on playing? cards is 50 per cent. 
ad valorertt and tho duty ou the imported card-boards, from which such 
playing cards are made in India, is about 30 per cent, ad valorem ? 

id) Are' (Tovernment aware that the difference' of 20 per cent, duty 
between the raw material and the linished product is not giving the desired 
impetus to the playing card manutaeturing in Inrlia ? 

(c) Are Oovernine nt aware that the Japanese playing cards are being 
dumped into India, aiTecling this infant industry of the manufacture of 
playing cards in India : If not, do they propose to enepiire into the matter 
and take i)rn])er measures t(- ecmiitoraet the dumping into India of playing 
cards from other countries ? 

(/) Do Government pi-opost to raise the duty on irnimrled cards to 
75 per cent, ad valornn V If not, why not ? 

(ft) Do Government projiose to enquire as to the amount of capital 
iiive>sted in this industry throughout the whole of India ? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : (a) Yes. 

ib) T]i(‘ information required by tlie Honourable M(‘i!iher is con¬ 
tained in Volume 1 of the Annual Statement of the Sea-borne Trade of 
Britisli India, copies of which are in the Library. 

(e) The import duty on playing cards is— 

Per cent. 
ad va/nn'f.i. 


Standard I'ate . . . . . . 50 

Preferential rate for the rnited Ki.igdom . . 40 

and that on card-board is— 

Standard rate .. .. . . 30 

Preferential rate for tlie Ihiited Kingdom .. 20 


id) It is not the case, as the Honourable iMember ap])(^ars to suggest 
that the duty on playing cards ha,s been fixed at its ])r(n!;ent level with a 
view to giving protection to the local indnslrj’. 

(e, and (/). Government have received rejirescntations From certain 
playing cards manufacturers in India asking for protection under the 
Safeguarding of Industries Act, 1933, and these rejiresenlations are now 
receiving considerat ion. 

{(j) Government have made enquiries as to tlie amount oF capital 
invested in the industry. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : May 1 ask, Sir, by what time the result of 
the inquiry will he known ? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : 1 do not exactly know to what 
my Honourable friend refers. If lie is referring to the action to he taken. 
I think I made the position fairly clear during the last two or three days. 
I pointed out that an investigation was being undertaken intn the case of 
all those industries that have applied for protection under the Safeguarding 
of Industries Act, but that we could not take immediate action pending 
/he negotiations with Japan. 
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Mr. Jagan Nath Aggfarwal : Are Government aware that this is a 
newly Jrtarted industry and, therefore, it rerpiires hotter treatment than 
the older industries ? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : I do not know what my Honour¬ 
able friend nu'ans by sayintr that this industry requires better treatment, 
but I am sure tljal my Honourable friend realises that if it is the case 
that an industry re(iuires definite {)r(»tection, it should make an applica¬ 
tion, and if (loverfiinent consider that there are prima facie grounds for 
going into that application, they will refer it to the Tariff Board. 

Mr. Jagan Nath Aggarwal : Would it not be tco late if the matter 
is rcren*e<l to tiie Tariff H(>ard aft(‘r the n(‘gotiaiions witJi -lMi)an hav(‘ 
been completed 1 Stcqis sbrnild be takcni before* 1h<‘ negotiations. 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : Not at all. Tin* negotiations 
will have in» effeel as 1‘ar as I ean s(*e upon tnir policy of di,s<*!'iiriinatiiig 
proieci ion. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : Is it not possible to send tliese applica¬ 
tions to the Tariff Hoard at once so that the matter may be coiisulerod by 
tile rjoverninent of India Just after the diseussio?! with tJie dajianese dele¬ 
gation 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : The applieations at the jiresent 
moinent arc for acdlon under the Safeiiiiardiutr of Industri(*s Act and, with 
referenee to these jiarticular apyilications, a vfny cand’ul (‘xaminatiou is 
btdiig made in regard to (sieb industry, so that we may be provided with 
data to enabh‘ us to eondnet neg(»tiations with dafiau in res))eet oT tlies** 
industries. 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir : Did the Honourable Member say just now 
tliat in this partieulai* ease referein*e will l>e made to the Tariff Board V 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : No. 1 did not. I said in this 
Jiarticular ca,se an ajijilication bad Ixvn made under the Safeguarding of 
Industries Aet and that tlie (Joverninent wt're carrying out a vei*y careful 
examination of the case to enable Them to be in jiossession of data to help 
them in the negotiations with da|)an. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : While the grass grows, the steed starves. 

N( mjnatki\ (IF Tin. Imuan Akmy Soi.iuints to tiif. 1mm\n iMii.irAKY 
A(\\i)i:my. Deiika Drx. 

027. *Mr. S. C. Mitra : With reference to the communique issued 
by the (lOvernnuMit (»f India, Ariiiv Deoartment, dated the 12th July. l!)33, 
regarding the nomination of the Indian Army soldiers to the Indian Mili¬ 
tary Aeademy. Dehra Dun, will Government ])lease state the following ; 

(i) how many of the nominated soldiers include the ‘ Y ' cadets 
and what ai’e their nani<*s ; 

(ri) how many of these * Y ’ cadets are those who were enlisted by 
the Army H(*adquarters on the reeommendation of the Army 
InttTview Board in 1931, and what are their names and 
aeadomie qualifieations ; 

(m) how many of the nominated ‘ Y ’ cadets are those who were 
recruited by the Army Headquarters after the recommenda¬ 
tions of tlie Army Interview Board in 1931 ; 

Ii2 


I>227LAD 



910 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


[6th Sept. 1933. 


(iv) how much service each of the soldiers and tlie ‘ Y * cadets, res¬ 

pectively had ])ut in the Army before his nomination, and 
what are his educational and other qualifications ; 

(v) how and by whom was each of the soldiers (other than ‘ Y ’ 

cadets) recruited f 

Mr. O. B. F. Tottenham : On. the assumption that by ‘ Y ’ cadets 
the Honourable Member means those gentlemen who were offered special 
terms of enlistment in 1930 and 1931, the ans'wers to the various parts of 
the question are as follows : 

(i) Four, Jemadar Kashinath Shriram Moghe, Jemadar Bakhtiar 

Mohammad Khan Rana, Jemadar Abdul Aziz and Lance 
Dafadar Gui*kipal Singh. 

(ii) One, Lane'e Dafadar Oiirkipal Singh. The r(imaining three 

enlisted under S])ecial teniis in 1930. The qualification 
r(!(juired of all Indian Army Cadets is the possession of the 
Indian Army Special Certificate of Education. 

(Hi) None. 

(ir) 1 lay a .statement on the table giving the information desired 
hy the Jloinnirable ^lemher. The qualification in each ease 
is the ]K)s.session of the Indian Army J^pecial Certificate of 
Kdueation. 

(r) In the ordinary way, that is, hy the Uecruiting Officer or the 
Cnii Cominarnler. 


Statement shov'ing the. fiervice of certain noldiers and the ‘ )' ’ Cadeua. 

Nome. Service. 

Veurw. MontliH. 

Jemadar Kashinath iShrirain Moghe .. .. .. 2 9 

Jemadar Bakhtiar ^iohd. Khan Kana 


2 

10 

Jemadar Abdul Aziz 


2 

4 

L./Dafadar (Turkipal Singh .. 


1 

10 

Others, 

L./Dafadar Abid Ali Akbar Khan 


2 

r> 

L./Dafadar Parduman Singh 


3 

2 

L./Naik Sawal Khan 


1 

11 

Jemadar Fateh Klian 


(plus years non- 
eiirolled). 

4 2 

L./Naik Rahim Ullah 


1 

8 

Naik Ghuiam Dastgir Khan 


1 


L./Naik Mohd. Muzafiar Khan 


3 

3 

L./Naik Balbir Singh 


2 

J 

Naik Gurbans Singh 


7 

0 

L./Naik Parbhu Singh 


4 

0 

HaviJdar Shambhoe Sahai Shurma .. 


*1 

« 

Jemadar Damodar Narliar Thakur .. 


*7 

7 


* J . T. V. Service. 
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Nomination of the Indian Army SoijDiers to the Indian Military 
Academy, Dehra Dun. 

(>28. *Mr. S. C. Mitra : [a) Will Government be pleased to state 
wlielher at the lime of semliiitj: o]) recommendations by the Officers Com- 
maiKjijjfr of respeetiv'* re»ijjn‘nls anv ‘ Y ’ cadet was workinjr in any 
re;riment from wbieh the soldiers were stmt up for nomination to the 
Indian Military Academy, Dehra Dun V 

(/f) Is it a fact that a ‘ Y ’ cadet was working in a regiment and his 
name was not recommended If so. will Government pl(*ase state the 
reason for doing so and for n'commending a soldier in preference to a 
‘ Y ’ ead'et ? 

(/■) Ar(‘ Govei-jiment aware lhal almost every one of the * Y * cadets 
lias put in snffieient serviee to make him eligible for nomination, and he 
is not reeornmended for nomination beeaisse he is not going to be over age, 
while that recruited loiur afterwards hy the Ofiieer (/omirnniding directly 
is reeomnM‘iKh‘d for nomination as he would beeoim' over age ? 

(d Are Go^eT•nment aware that tlien* is a general discontentment 
among the parents of ‘ Y ’ cadets and tin* cadets themselves that the Officers 
rommanding of the regiments recommend thosi* who have been nvrnited 
1)\ tlnmi tiircctly on tin* same terms as the ‘ Y ’ cadets and keep hack those 
‘ V ’ cadets who weiv* enlisted by tlie Army Headquarters in 1931 and 
after ? 

i r I Do (Jovoriimeiit projmse To reserve at least 80 per cent, of the 
iiomiiiat i(.ns foi' tlioso ‘ V ’ cadets wlio wen* reeniiied hy tlm Army Hcad- 
(piarti'rs imiiJ jill of them an* absorbed ? !f not. why not ? 

Mr. G. R. F, Tottenham : (a) Ves. 

;//1 I'he answer to the tir>t, part of the qn(*slion is in tin' idfirmative. 
Pi’esnni.ddy the ('(-mmainling Otlicer was satisfied that the ordinary soldiei* 
had a l)<*ller claim than tin* so-ealled ‘ Y * eadot. 

ic I (N rtainly not. Sir. Indian Army (’adets are selected entirely on 
llieir merits and it is only where the merits of two candidates are equal 
tfiat the older of the tAvc* would be given prefei-i'iie'e. 

(d) 1 must protest against the insinuation in this question that Com¬ 
manding Officers are biassed against the so-called * Y ’ cadets. They 
have been sending- earefnl, sym])Mthetie and quit** niqirejndieed reports 
about these young men. I have no reason to believe that the young 
men themselves are or have any reason to be discontented, but if tln*y 
are, it is always op<‘n. tt) them to leave ibe Army. 

(r) \o. The attention of the TIononrahle Member is invited to the 
answer which I gavt* on the 30th August, 1933, to part ia) of starred 
question No. 179. 

Captain Sher Muhammad Khan Gakhar : What is the d(‘finirion of 
^ Y ’ cadet. 

Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham : As T atiemplctl to explain tin* other day, 

* Y ’ cadet is the term used in this country and applied to eerlain 
young men who ivent in for the open compelitive examination for the 
Army, but failed to secure sufficiently high marks to get a place and 
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were then friveii the opportunity of ^rottin^r info tJje Army by entering 
some regiment or other as sopoys and, tluM-oafter, riiniiiiijr their chance 
of socuriiig cadetsliips at the Indian Military Academy as Indian Army 
cadets. 


Construction op Quarters in New Delhi. 

629. *Mr. S. C. Mitra : (a) Is it a fact that the Government of 
India hav^e sanctioned tlie construction of about 600 quarters in New Delhi 
for the clerical establishment of the Secretariat and its Attached Offices ? 

( h ) IIow^ many quarters of each type are to be built and at what sites 1 

(r) Is it a fact that tenders have already been received by the Chief 
Enprineer, Delhi, for the works to be started in New Dcllii ? 

(ri) Is it a fact that tliese tenders were called for without {giving: the 
specifications of the works ? 

(e) /\re Goveriniient aware that tlie tenants by their past experience 
feel that tlie ‘ D ‘ ’ and otlior types of the orthodox quarters of clerks 

are n'i'»st unsuitable for occupation in summer ? 

(/) Is it a fiu*t tliat the tenants have on many occasions fi|>proached 
Government throng’ll theii- Associations for many alterations and changes 
in these quarters *? 

(ff) Do Oovornment propose to ascertain through the Imperial 
Secretariat Assficiation and other Sorviee Associations what improvements 
or chang(*s aie required in ' I) ‘ ' and other tyives of orthodox quarters 

and tlien build the new quai’ters ! If not. why not ? 

( h ) Will Government be jileased to stat-e whether any new quarters 
are being constructed at a site which has been used and reserved as dump¬ 
ing ground or in its close proximity ? 

Mr. A. G. Clow : (r/), (h), and (() to (h). The Honourable Mem¬ 
ber is referred to the reply given to ?jr. Dhnpiit Sing’s question No. 133 
on the 29th of last month. 

(r) Yes. 

(d) No. Full information with regard to the specifications of tlie 
works firoposcd was available in the (;eiiTral l*ui)lic Works Department for 
the tenderers and tlie position in this respect was explained in the notices 
calling for tenders. 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir : May i ask, how many of these quarters will 
be vacated every hot weather ? 

Mr. A. G. Clow : Ii dej)cnds upon the number of men staying in 
Delhi ? * 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir : Has that not been settled yet 1 

Mr. A. G. Clow : \o, not wiih respect to certain offices. 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir : A (u rl.iin number of lh(‘sc offices are vacated 
during the hot season. 

Mr. A. G. Clow : It is ])roi)al)lt that certain quarters will be left 
vacant in Delhi, but I cannot say definitciy which partienlar quarters. 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir : Have not Government taken into considera¬ 
tion tlie waste of nion<\v in building tln.si' quarters if they ft#re going to 
be occupied only for four or dve months • 
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Mr. A. G. Clow : Thfit is a question which luight be addressed to 
the Honourable the Finance Member. 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir : But the Honourable Member in charge of 
Industries and Labour initiates the proposal, is it not so ? 

Mr. A. Das : Is it under the consideration of Government that there 
should be no exodus to Simla next year in view of the new quarters being 
built in Delhi ? 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : 1 am not aware of any proposal in 
the terms stated by tlje Honourable Member. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai . Doi.s the Honourable Member know that 
newspapers liave been publishing that there would be no exodus ? 

The Honourable Sir Hai*ry Haig : Papers are not always correct. 

Mr. A. Das : Does tiie Ilon^mrable Member know that it has been 
published in the papers liiat the i)roposai is under consideration of His 
Excellency the Adccroy ! 

The Honourable Sir Hairy Haig : 1 am not very familiar with the 
case, but, as far as I know, the primary point to be decided in accordance 
with the ree(»niuieiubiii(‘ijs oj* th( iiidreojcliment Committee is whether 
certain Attached Ofliees, as fi Hrsr step, sliould be left permanently in 
Delhi. That point, J understand, is under consideration. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Do T take it that this question of exodus 
will not be decided till the Federal Legislature is established 1 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : 1 cannot make any statement on 
the subject. 

Racial Discrimination in the Carriage of Dogs by Railway Trains 
BETWEEN Summer Hill and Simla. 

630. *Mr. S. C. Mitra : (a) Is it a fact that on the 8th August, some 
Indian ladies were travelling from Summer Hill to Simla, with a dog and 
that they were a.sked to purchase a dog ticket by the Summer Hill station 
Staff and were a.sked by the Simla srafl to present the dog ticket on tlicir 
arrival at Simla ? 

(/j) Are Governmenf aware that a European lady had two dogs in a 
first class comparTinent travelling by tlie same train and no dog ticket was 
asked for from her at Simla station ? 

(c^ Will Government be lue-istd to state tlie number of dogs belong¬ 
ing t(5 Europeans tliat have been charged for between Summer Hill and 
Simla, ainl versa during the period 15lh A])ril to loth Augast, 1933, 
and the number of dogs belonging to Indians that have been charged for 
during the same period V 

(jJ) Are Goveri.ment aware that ail tbe.se racial discriminations are 
going on only during the regime of tlie pre^sent Assistant Operating Officer, 
NorUi AVestoTR Railway. Simla ? If not, do,they propose to enquire into 
the matter ? If not, why not ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : (n), (h) and (c). The North Western Railway 
Administi'ation re])orts lluil the number of dog tickets sold from Simla to 
Summer Hill and i i.r lursa during tl.e period loth April to loth August, 
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1933, is 13, and that the records sli<nv one do{? ticket was sold at Sum¬ 
mer Hill on the 8tii August, 1938. for Simla. From the names of the 
persons to whom liekeis were issued, it appejirs lik(.*ly that tlie iiumli)er of 
tickets issued to Europeans w.is 10 atid ro Indians 3, bid obviously it is 
difheult to jud^e natioualily by names. 

{(i) The Adminisirntioii reports tlial are satisfied that no racial 
disc^rimillation as is .illej^ed is beiuj? shown. 

Non-SaijE of ^Monthly Tickets* at Station IUkiking Offices on the 
Kalka Simla Kailway. 

031 *Mr. S. C. Mitra : (a) Ls it a fael thal monthly tiekels are 
always sold at tln‘ bookiu'i orilc<‘s at lailway stations over all railways ? 
If s<>, Avili (lOvermiKMit l)e ph\-is(‘d to stale the r(‘ason.s why monthly tickets 
are not sold by the booking elerks of the Simla and Summer ITill stations ? 

(h) Are (JoAeripurnt aware Thai th** ]Tesent /Vs'^istant < ^jMwating 
(Iftieei*. Xnrih Wesiern IJjchvay. Sinila, insists thal the Uiontldy tickets 
between Simla find other stations must lx obtained from his ofliec in spite 
of iJie reijiiests froni iho public and th; monildy ticket holders tliai arrange¬ 
ments should be inadi* fni* I Ik* sale of .such tiekots at the stalioii booking 
ofTiee.s oi‘ Sinda and all oilier stations ? 

(r' Are (Jovernnient a’ware thai |h*‘ pr^’s-ud system is eausing in- 
corivenimee to the ilaily passei-^-ers in st» far that they are lo ]n*«*sent them¬ 
selves personally on the ey]>irin.:r dal'’ of such monthly tickets at the 
Asjsistant Opera!iiijr Oflicer's ofiiee, wliieli is far away from tin* Simla 
station, or that they are to jret such tickets tliron^li peons ? 

id) Ai'e (h)\-(‘]‘nme-it awer** that even small srli.s.! children are (‘X- 
peeted to Assistant Opt'eatutir Ofiieer’s oHi'm* for IIk' |)nri-li;jsf of 

monthly tickets If md, ((<• diey propoM* to «‘n({uire into IIk* niaMiU* 1 

{< 1 ^Viil Ooveriiiiient ]»e nh ased to s ale the la asons wliy the firescnt 
Assistant Operailmi’ ^nieei-, Xordi Whst.nn Kailway, Siinl i. should insist 
on the sah* of nionlMy tickets thiou^h his ofhee and not throiifrh the book¬ 
ing offiees of Sinda and other stations on 1h<* Kalka Simla Kailway ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : Oovi'rnment have no information, but are sendin*; a 
eojiy of the question to the A^enl. North Western Kail way, in <mder that 
he mijrlit take wiiatev(*r steps are ])ossible to remedy tin* inconvenience 
complained of. 

Pa^-SI-IS FOK h"REE (’OXVEYANC'K OF ArMY ITeADQUARTIHIS FlERKS Lr/IWFFN 

Summer Hill and Simla. 

632. *Mr. S. C. Mitra : («) Is it a fact that the Army Department, 
Government of India, issued passe's to the clerks and other staff, working 
in the Army Headqnai'ters buildings, f«)r regulating their entry into those 
buildings by an oflicc order ? 

ih) Is it a fact that tlie inferior staP' of the Army Headquarters and 
Army Department are also yrovided with sueh passes in accordance with 
the said office order ? 

(e) Ts it a fact that the persnnal servants of the staff working in the 
Army Headquarters are also provided with such pasws according to the 
said office order ? 
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(d) If the answers to parts (a), {h) and (c) be in the aflirmative, 
will GovernTii(?nt bo i>leasofi to sUito wlic'thor under the said offie(^ order 
all the al)()ve mentioned j)asses entitle the holders 1o free conveyance between 
Snnimer Hill and Simla by ilic thr‘'e 111 class bogi(‘s reserved in the clerks 
Si)eeial train running daily between the jdaces ? li* not, are Governifienl 
awan* that all Euro[)ean clerks ])osse.ssiiig such paivSes utilise them for 
travelling betwi*en Summer Hill and Simla V If not, do Government pro¬ 
pose to enquin* into th*^ matter ? If not. why not ? 

(e) Is it- a fact that the said oUTiCf* order c(»ntained a clause which lays 
down tliat such of tht^s<‘ buildiiigs passes will he \alid for travelling in the 
eleiks Sp(‘cial, running between Summer Hill and Simla, which would be 
en(i(»rs<*(] <iii the i)ack bv th.* brarc'l'es r»f tie Army H( ad({uar1ers and tin* 
departments in the following form : The holder of this pass is 0:ititled 
to travi ! in the Army Headquarters elerks S])ecial trains between Summer 
Hill an.'! Simla ? If so, will (Jovernmenf be pleased to state the. nuuiber 
of snci! jiasses cmloiscd bv lbt‘ •.'ei arlntent.'- anrl brancli(‘S of the Army 
Headqiiarl<*rs up 1<> 1st -lun * last y* .v am! 1st .lime of eurrent year V 

\ f ) I.s it a faet that Army H -partment also issued eertain instructions 
tc» the (^hiartermast(‘r (lon^'ral’s Hramh regarding tb(‘ issu" of free rail¬ 
way passes for lie* c.»iivey,n)ci‘ ot military and civilian clerks residing in 
Govi‘rnm('nt qiiarlers V 

((/) Is it a faot tlial a eoj)y of >'ucn instructions was forwarded to the 
Af 'istaiit ()per,'iiimj' ( MVa-rr, Nordi Ib ilway. Simh. ? If sn. w’ill 

(lovenuiiejit la* pleasial to s1at«* whetb 'r the present Assistant OpvT.ating 
Offieer e^•''!• ask^d lifs stafr' ehee): th^ pas<.»s aeeording to thr>se insTruc- 
ti< ns !.i M'** whc1!i«*!' iinautl orised pei-sf-ns as d'dintal in the said instruc¬ 
tion'. aie i! :i\ riling hy the elorks Sfieeial train V 

Is it a f.aet lliat d-" said .\rmy nef,artmeiit instiaietiou.s lay down 
tliat the offici'r-in-eharge of Sumima* Hill f’amp mint scud a voucher in the 
first we<‘k of eaeli mouth to the As<i-1ant np‘U*atiug Oftieer, North 'VTcstorii 
Ibailwa^, Siml.n in a (*‘rtain spoeilied form e('rtirving amongst other 
things that no om* c\copt such Army IhuHh.,iiart«*r^ cUu’ks as are entitled 
to free conv(‘\ance travelh'd lu tl *- portion nf the train the cost of which 
is borne by military estimates ? 

(/A Will (lovernment be idva'^ed to state tlic number of such monthly 
v(Miehcrs i't*et*ived by tin* pi’escnt Assistant Operating Offieer, North Western 
Railway, Simla, during tin* last 12 months from 1st Jidy, 1032 ? 

Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham : (a), (h) and (c). Yes. 

(d t The reply to the first portion is in the negative. 

Ciov(‘rnnient are not aw’are that any clerks ex(*0)»t those whose passes 
entitle lh(*m to .lo so arc allow’od t<' travel free by the Special train. 
They do not consider tliat any umTuI purpose would be serv’ed by institut¬ 
ing an enquiry into the matter. 

(e) The reply to the fii’st portion is in the affirmative. 

As r(*gards the latter jmriion, a statement is laid on the tabh*. 

7) Yes. 

((f) The reply to the first ]>ortion is in the affirmative. 

Daily cheeks are made and sur; ru'^e ehe(*ks have been organised at 
both Simla and Summer ITill sf.ations, 

\h) Yes. 

(t) Tw^clve. 
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Statement. 


Office. 

Number of passes 
endorsed up to 


Ist June 
1932. 

Ist June 
1933. 

O. S. Branch 

Informa¬ 
tion not 
available 

30 

A. G.’b Branch .. 

13 

14 

Q. M. G.’s Branch 

12 

11 

M. G. 0. Branch 

3 

4 

E.-in-C.'s Branch 

4 

2 

M. S. Branch 

4 

5 

Medical Directorate 

1 

2 

A. M. S. (P) to H. K. the C.-in-O. 

2 

1 

Judge Advocate General .. 



Director of Contracts 


1 

A. D. 0. S. (P) 

2 

1 

R. A. F. Headquarters 

3 

2 

Total 

44 

73 


Notk. —In addition to the above, 12 passes for children of Military technical clerks 
were issued last year and this year. 


Travelling ok rNArrjiORTSEo Persons by the Spe(tal Train, kenning 
BETWEEN Summer Hill and Simla. 

033.'’=Mr. S. 0. Mitra : (a) Ts it a fact that only clerks belonging 
to the following office's, namely, offices of the Military Secretary, Chief of 
the General Staff, Adjutant General, including Medicjil Directorate and 
Judge Advocate General, Quartermaster General, Master General Supply, 
Royal Air Poree, Engineer-iiiJ^'iief, and Assistant Military Secretary 
(Personal), are entitled to travel by the clerks Special train b(‘tween 
Summer Hill and Simla under the Army Department instructions issued 
to Qnai lerinaster G(;neral's Office f(»r regulating the issue of free railway 
passes between Summer Hill and Simla ? 

ib) Is it a fad that the said Army Department instructions clearly 
lay down that .such clerks of the Army Headquariers belonging to tile 
offices named in the said instructions v/ho are living only in Government 
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quarters in Summer Hill arc entitled to get their passes endorsed by their 
respective olfices in tiie form shoA^n in the Army Department security 
office order ? 

(c) Will Government be pleased to state how many of such passes 
belonging to the clerks of Anri}- Headquarters and departments living in 
private hoases in Summer JJill have been endorsed by the offices mentioned 
in tljo said Anny Department instructions during the present year up to 
Isl July, 1983 ? Will they also be pleased to state the reasons why passes 
of j>ersons no1 entithul to them were endorsed ? 

(d) Are Government aware that a large number of European clerks 
living in Government quarters but belonging to Military Accountant 
General and oilier offices not mentioned in the said Army Department in¬ 
structions and large number of European clerks living in private houses 
in Siunmer Hill are travelling daily, free of cost, in those Army Dejiart- 
ment bogies attached to tliat train ? 

(r) Is it a fact that (he Anny Department instructions mentioned 
above lay dovn ch‘arly that such iin.mihorised persons should not be 
allowed lo travel in those bogies jiaid from military estimates ? If so, do 
Govei-iimeiit propose to enquire and to state the number of such un- 
autiiorised jicrsons who travelled daily by the clerks Special between 
Sumnirr Hill and Simla witliout ])ayment during the currenT year ? 

(f) Ar(* Government aware that a large number of European clerks, 
unauthorised, are travelling daily in those bogies paid from military 
estimates with the hel]) of the Army Headquarters building passes without 
any endorsement on the back of such passes ? 

<f/) Will (lovermniuit be pleased to state how tlj» officer in charge of 
Summer Hill Gam]) is certifying the monthly voucIuts in the manner 
prescribed in the said Army D«epartment instructions Avliich he is supposed 
to S( nd to the Assistant 0[)erating Officer, North Western Bailway, Simla T 

(fi) Will Government be jileased to stale what arj’angements the Bail- 
way Department, especially the Assistant Operating Otiicer, North Western 
Bailway, SiFiila. has so far made for checking such frauds during all those 
yeai-s / If tio steps have been taken by the Assistant Operating Offic(»r, is 
it a fact That sueli frauds AAcre going on AAuth his kr^o'-ledge during his 
regime ? Tf not, Avill Government be pleased to state the reasons hoAV such 
frauds arc being alloAved to be |)erpetrated only by the PAiropean clerks ? 

Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham : («) and {b). Yes. 

(c) Five passes Avi'n* issued to i.on-entitled persons this year owing 
to a niisunderslaiuling of the <»rdeiv\ These have since been cancelled. 

(f/) No. 

(r) Tli<‘ re])ly to the first porJion is in the affirmative. GoA^ernraent 
are not aAvaxe that any unauthoris^^d persons other than the fiA*e mentioned 
above liave been travelling in tlu bogies referred to without tickets or 
passes. 

(/) The ansAATi* is in the negative. 

(ff) The certificate is furnished by the Officer-in-eharge, Summer 
Hill Camp, in the manner prescribed by tlie Government orders. 
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(//) A 1i(*kot (‘olloctor lias boon deimtcd to travol by tliis Special train 
daily. Orders are also issueil periodically for surprise cheeks to be 
made by the clieckinj>‘ staii. Tl»e Kaihvay idininistration are satisfied that 
no fraud has been perpelj’aied. The rest of the question therefore does 
not arise. 

RjiFlTSAL TO ALLOW AbMV li LADqUAKTEIiS INDIAN OIjEKKS laVINC! IN pRIVA rF; 

lIorSKS TO TKAVKIi MV TME SPEOIAL TtIATN UUNNINO UETWIIEN SUMMER 

lIlj.L AND SlMI.A. 

()d4. "Mr. S. 0. Mitra : Is it a faet that Indian clerks liviiijr in 
pri\ate liraises but working in Army Tteadipiarters offices mentioned in Ihfe 
Army l)e])artim‘nt in.struciions to tlie Quartermaster General and Indian 
elerhs livinjr in Oiovoniment (juartm's but workincr in the offiei* of the 
Military Aeermntant General. Army Department, and other Army Flead- 
quai’t^u’s oHiei's not MH'ntioin‘d in the AiTiiy Deyiartment in.struetions to the 
Quartermasb'r Genm-al, ar<* no^ allowed io trav(‘j free by tlie Se.’^eajit^in- 
charire of Summer 11 ill Ganpj in those botries jiaid from military estimates 
altnelied to the clerks Special train V 

Mr. G. R. P. Tottenham : Yes. 

Travelling of Cnn^DREN of Et’ropf.an Gt.lhks i;y 'iite Slfoial Train 

RUNNING J’ETWEEN SUMMER IJu.I, AND SlMLA. 

03“). ’’'Mr. S. C. Mitra : (</) Will Govtu-nmenl be pl(‘ased to state the 
number of Army Head riarters elerks livinjjr iu Summer Hill cpiarters who 
ar(‘ eiilitled to ?jrtd free Ibulway passes for their own chiUlnm j?oi»i^^ to 
sehools in Sinda 

C?)'- Will Governmonr be pleas(‘d to state whether all Kurojiean school- 
^ointr (ddldren of European clerks livint* jji >Sunmn*r Hill are '*ulitled to 
travel free l)etveeri Summer ilill and Simla in those eom])artnumt< ]uiid 
from military e.stiniates attached to tlie clerks SjHicial train / 

(r) Are Gavernment aMare tliat the schoob^^oing children of all 
European clerks livinjr in Summer Hill either in Governmeut or in pi ivatc 
houses d(* travel free belween Summer Hill and Simlr. in the <-on.p,ii' im-nfs 
paid from military e.stiinate.s * If not, do they projiose to enquir<‘ into tiie 
matter If not, M’hy not ! 

(d) Will Government he pleased to state the number of monthly tickets 
and monthly railway pas.ses other than the Army Ileadquarfcis passes 
that ha\e l)een issued to persons ineludiriL'- «‘liildren tnu. ;‘IIinj.r daily lanwi'mi 
Jnt(’g:h. Summer Hill !nid Simla ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : {o) Thirteen, of uhom, howevm-, only six send their 
children to schools in Simla. 

{})) No, only the school-iroinjr children of Military Technical clerks 
servinpr in Army Headquarters are entitled to tra\el free hy the Special 
between Summer Hill and Simla. 

(c) The North Western Railway Administration re])orts that they 
are satisfied that only those children who an’ entitled to travid free are 
allowed to do so. 
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(d) Government are informed that daring the period 1st April to 
29th August, 1933, the following monthly season tickets have been issued : 

(1) Between Simla and Sujnmer Hill .. .. 213 

(2) Between Siimla and Jutogh .. 6 

(3) Suburban tickets for railway employees between 

Simla and Summer Hill .. .. 8 

It Alio OF Bengal and Punjab Muslims to the Muslim Population op 

India. 

636. •Mr. S. C. Mitra : (a) Will Government lie pleased to state 
the ratio that the total Bengal Muslims bear to the total Muslim popula¬ 
tion of the whole of India ? 

(/)} Will Government he ])leased to state, the ralio that the Punjab 
Muslims bear to the total Muslim x>opulation of the wliole of India / 

(r) Has the attention of Government been drawn lo the article lieaded 
“ Grievances of Mengal Muslims published in the Sfar of India, dated 
duly L‘(;, 1933 ? 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : ami (h). According to the 

last census, the ratios are about 35 per cent, and 17 per cent., respec¬ 
tively. 

(r) Yes. 

Mt'SIJMs (»F P>EN(^\L, PrN.lAH AND OTTILR PuOVIN( ES IN’ THE GoVERN.UEXT 

OF India Siiohetariat and Attaoiied nFFici?>;. 

t>37. •Mi\ S. C. Mitra: (''» Wili G(;vi‘rnm(‘nt la pleased to sta^e 
St j>;{rai(‘ly the i!Uiiil»ei* of P>eugal ^liislims, tiie Punjab .Muslim.^ and Mus- 
liui.N of o+iit r province's ocen])yiiig in»w tin' j:osts of superior oftc'-u's in t'ach 
of llie (ioverimieiit of India. Departments ami Aitaclied nflices Nlhtwing the 
names of tlepartnieuts ami offi<*es since the ert'ation of tlie Puldie Service 
Goniinission, ami tlioir number before the creation of that office V 

ih) Will Government be pleased to lay on the table of this House a 
statt'inent showing sejiarately the number of Bengal Muslims, Punjab 
Mnsliiiis and Muslims of all other provinees taken together, octuipying the 
posts of Superintendent in <*acli of the dill'erent depaHments of the Gov¬ 
ernment of India and Attached Offices, and the names of departments an*l 
offices since the en*ation of the Public Service Gominission, and their number 
prioi* to the creation of that office ? 

(o') Will Government be pleased to state separately the number of 
Bengal Muslims, Punjab Muslims and Muslims of all other provinces taken 
togetliei* occupying the posts of Assistants in the upper time-scale ^nd 
Assistants of the First Division in each of the different departmenis of the 
Gover.iment of India, showing the names of departmenrs, since* the creation 
of the i*ublie Service Commission and their number pi ior to tl’e ereation 
ed that (jffice ? 

(d) Will (lovernnient lie pleased to place on the table of this Home a 
statement showing separately llu* number of the Bengal IMusIims, tb#» 
Punjab IMiislims and Muslims of all other provinct*s talo'ii together, ocen- 
pying the posts of Second and Tliird Division clerks in each of the 
Government of India Dejiartments, showing the names of the depart- 
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merits, since the creiition of the Public Servict* Coiumission and their 
number prior to the creation of that office f 

[c) Will Government be pleased to lay on the table of this House a 
sljitefM' ;ii s! owinjr separfitely tin* number of Ueiijral iMiislims, ATus- 

Ijtms and Mi-slims of all oUkt provinces taken tojretliei occupy in:; l!ic posts 
of rirsi Division Assistants and Second and Third Division clerks in i^ach 
of lije ditfcnMit altaciH'd oibct's of th(» Government of India, sliowinj:.- the 
name of each of such otliees, since the creation of the Public Service Com¬ 
mission and lU’ior to the creation of that office ? 

(f) AVill Governni(‘nt he ph'ased to stale the pej-centajre of increase of 
Denial Aliislims in 'each of the eat<‘^ori(‘s of tin* ]>f)sts ineiitiom'd above viiUM* 
the cn'alion of the Piiblie Semdee Commission "■! 

(f;) Do Govenmnmt pro})ose to instruct the Public Service Commission 
to reci’uit a larger uiimber of ihmjral Muslim i 2 :raduat(*s in all posts res»‘rveil 
f(»r JMuslim rejiresentalion accordin*? to the ratio tin* total Bengal Muslim 
jiojnilatioii bears to the t(»1al Alnslim ])opnlalioii of ihe whole of India ’ If 
not, wliy not ? 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : As explained in repl.\ to parts 
(c) and (d) of the Honoiirahb* Member's pnestioii No. tftfk on the Kith 
Se])tember, PlMl. (Jov(M*iiment ha\e not nmlertaken to seioire icpres’Mi- 
tation for ]n*ovinces, (‘ilher prein‘rally or in tei*nis of pai’ticular eornmn- 
nities. Muslim candidates from Benjral hav(‘ (spial opportunities with 
those from ollnn* provinces of seenriTijr (‘Uiploynient in thi‘ p(>sts in 
fpiestioii and no special action is lhcr<*for«* Tieccssary in rejrai’d to them. 
This being the ease, I do not think any useful purpose would he served 
by the collection of the statistics asked foi*, which ar*e not readily 
available. 

Pkksk.n’t St.\tk of llioAi/rn of BEXOYE.vnR.^ Nath Roy idiAi oiiruv, a 
State Prisoxkk in the Rajahmttnury dAii.. 

t)3S. ’^'Mr. S. C. Mitra : ia) AVill Governm(*nt be pleasc'd tf) state 
the pve^ont state of liealtli of Thmoyendra .Nath Roy (diaudhury. who is a 
State Prisoner under Regulation III of ISIS and is dedained in Rajah- 
mnndry jail ? 

(h ) Are Government aware that, in s])ite of seveial letters from his re¬ 
lations, no reply has t)een obtained from Rujahmnndrv jail sincv Novem¬ 
ber last about the health of the State Prisoner, or any coiTesj)Oiidence f]om 
him ? 

(c) Is it a fact that wh<*ii he was examined at Madi’as by tin* Ci\ il Sur¬ 
geon, ho was told that lie Avas snfTcriiig from complete nervous l»reak(iowri 
and might die at any moment ? 

(d) 'What steps have been taken by Government ’^ince tliei' for his 
treatment ? 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : (a), (r) and (c7). I would refer 
the Honourable Momber to part, (nj of my reply to bis (juostion No. 259 
w^hieli Avas asked on the ‘list August last. He Avill observe that in the 
opinion of the Medical Board the State prisoner is suffering from neuras¬ 
thenia. 

(ft) No. On the contrary 1 understand that a letter of the 11th July, 
1933, regarding the health of the State Prisoner was received by his wife 
from the Superintendent of the Rajahmundry Central Jail. 
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Petition for tite Transfer of Mr. Maiiendra Nath Rot from the Deoli 
Detention Camp to Calcutta. 

639. *Mr. S. C. Mitra : (a) Is it a fact that one, Mr. Mahendra Nath 
Roy, was arrested under the Benp^al Ordinance on March Jlth, 1931 ? Is 
it a fact that he is now detained in the Deoli Cam]) ? 

'7>) Is it a fact that the detenn had a bone near the eye dislocated and 
harl (h*vf‘lop(‘d a swelled face as a result of an accident durin*!- a liockey 
match ? 

(e) Is i1 a fact tliat h(* was X-raye*! by medical authorities of tlie 
A.juMT Hospital and tinw advised an operation ? 

(d; Is it a fact tliat this news was conveyed to the father of tlie detenu? 

(r; Is it a fact that the father of the detenu petitioned the Coverriment 
of India }(»r tin* nniioviil of the dKemi to the ('alcutta Mf‘dieal t’olh'^e llos- 
j>ital for the operation ? 

(/) Will Covei-ninent hf* pleased to state wliethcr the i)etJtion was 
fri’anted hy tlieni 1 If n(»t, why not / 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : (a) Mr. Mahendra Nath was 
arrested in Denjral under tlie Ihaijral Criminal Law Amendment Act and 
is noAv detained at Deoli. 

{h) and (c). X-Ray examination at the Ajmer Ib)sj)ital sljowed 
that the left molar bone was fractured. Tlu‘re wa.s slight swelling on the 
face. An operation was not considered necessary. 

(d) The detenu may have informed his father. 

(r) Th(‘ Government of India have received no such petition. 

(/) Doe.s not arise. 

Maltreatment of Mr. Keshava Cuaxdra Gupta, a Political Prisoner. 

640. ’*Mr. S. C. Mitra : ((f) Ls it a fact that one. .Mr. Keshava Chandra 
Giipt;!. a political ])risoner. w^as convicted in a ])olilieaI case ! Is it also 
a fjM't ili:!l after conviction he was imprisoned in tin* .Xjmei- central prison 
as a * 1*» ' class jirisoner I 

>h\ Is it a fad ihat tlic said Mr. Gupta has since* l)ccn transferred to 
tlic S.'harmati central j>rison ? If so, is it a fact that on transfer lie was 
placed in ‘ C ’ class if so, will Government he jileasi'd. to st ite th-* reasons 
for transferring a prisoner from ‘ 1» ' ela.ss lo ‘ C aod under whose din*c- 
tien lie- said prisoner was transferred to ‘ C ' class ? 

(’') Are Government aware that the said prisom*?* is being maltreated 
and tyrannized in the Sabarmati prison after conviction ? If not, do Gov- 
erinin*nl profiose to einpiire into the matter ? If not, vrliy not 

Mr. B. J. Glancy : (a) Kesl.av Chander Gupta wuis sentenced in July. 
1932, to two years’ rigorous imprisonment for .refusal to furnish security 
in section 110 proceedings and placed in ‘ B ’ class in Ajmer jail. 

(h) Yes, he was transferred to Sabarmaii prison but is now in Nasik 
prison and is still in ‘ B * class. 

(c) Does not arise. 
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Allegation against the Assistant Station Master^ Simla. 

641. *Mr. K. P. Thampan : Are Government aware that the Assistant 
Station Master, Simla, neither charged one Mr. Dunett of the office of the 
A. M. S. P. to His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief and his servant on 
the ilOtli June last at the Summer Hill Station, nor prosecuted them for not 
having tickets with them but allowed them to pass without tickets in the 
presence of several passengers at the Summer Hill Station platform ? If 
not, do they propose to enquire into the matter ? If not, why not f 

Mr. P. R. Rau : Enquiries have been made from the North Western 
Railway Administration who report that they have no knowledge of the 
incident alleged. 

Racial Discrimination in Charging Fares from PAsSENoEits hv the 
North Western Railway Staff. 

642. *Mr. K. P. Thampan : (a) An* Govornnieiit aware that two 
Indian puvsseiigers who got into a second class compartment at Summer Hill 
Station with inlormediato class monthly tickets by the 1 l!p Mail on the 
23rd May, 1933, were charged the dilTereiiee of Fare and j>enalty V If 
not. do they jn'ojwsc in enquire into tlie matter ? 

(/)) Arc (ioyoriini(‘iit aware that a Enro])(*an wa,s also found in the same 
second class compartment by the same ticket clieeker in tlie same train on 
tlie same date willi an intei* class ticket, and that that European was 
charged only the d-ffeveuce ol‘ fare and not the \u‘nalty '? If not, do tl'icy 
propose to (‘inpiiie into tbe matter and state the reasons for this racial 
discrimination by the North Western Railway staff V 

Mr. P. R, Rau : i am infornied tiiat the penalty in addition to the 
fare was injjH»sed in ihe fii*s( eas»* beeaii-o ihos'- passengers had failed to 
inform ih'- Station Mailer or the tluard tlia: owing to lack of accom¬ 
modation they wej-e 1r iv^*lling in a ekiss higlnr than that for which they 
held tickets, and it was no-, in Jin* st*eoud ease b»*eanse the 

passenger ha<l informed the Station Masier. 

There was no racial (iiseririiination in^olved and the j)r(>cedure in 
each case was aecor ling to tie* rales on tiie subject. 

Ract\l Discrimination in the Carriage of Doos by Railway Trains 
BETWE iiN Summer Hill and Simla. 

643. *Mr. K. P. Thampan : (a) Are Government aware that in June 
last an Indian jiassenger was asked to pay for the carriage of his dog from 
Summer Hill to Simla by the clerks S])ocial and he paid V 

(b) Are Government also aw^are that, when the attention of the railway 
staff concerned was drawn to a dozen other dogs conveyed by European 
clerks by the same train, no action was taken by the railway staff ? If not, 
do Government j)r()pose to enquire into the matter ? If not, why not ? 

(c) Are (lovernmeiit aA\aro that when the matter w’as ref)ort(nl to the 
Assistant Operating Offieer, Sinda, he shielded his oAvn staff and encouraged 
the racial discrimination by his staff ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : {uj 1 understand that on the 16th June a passenger 
was charged for one dog from Simla to Summer Hill. 
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(h) The informatiozi obtained by the North Western Railway is 
that there was no such occurrence. Dogs are always paid for when 
carried by the Special. 

(c) The Admiiiistralioii reports tliat full enquiries were instituted 
into this matter but no corroboration of the charge against the staff 
could be obtained. 

Appointment of an Indian as Dikector General, Indian Medical 
Service, or as Public Health Commissioner in India. 

644. *Mr. Jagan Nath Aggarwal : With reference to question 
No. 1173 asked by Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh on the 10th of Aj)ril, 1933, and 
the rej)ly thereto by Mr. G. S. Bajpai, will Government be pleased to state 
if any such orders with regard to the appointment of an Indian as the 
Director General, Indian Medical Service, or as the Public ll(‘aith Com¬ 
missioner in India were })assed or eontemplated by any authority other 
than the Government of India ? If no such order was passed or con¬ 
templated, do Government now propose to pass such orders or to adopt 
such a convention V 

Mr. G. 8. Bajpai : Tlie answer to the first part is in tlie negative. 
Government do not consider it necessary to issue such orders as claims 
of suitable senior Indian Oflieers of the Indian Medical Service are 
always given due consideration at tiie lime of making appointments. 

Mr. B. Das : Am 1 to uiid<*rstand that at present there are no Indian 
senior otlieers to be Ins])eetor General ? 

Mr. G. 8. Bajpai The (question does not relate to the post of 
Inspector General, l)Ut relates to the post of Public Health Commissioner 
with the Government of India. 

Mr. B. Das : Am I to understand that there are no Indian senior 
medical ofYieers t(* be Pn])lic Health Commissioners 

Mr. G. 8. Bajpai : I would not go so far as to say that there is no 
Indian seni<»r oftieer, hut all that T would say is that, on a comparison 
of the qualifications, wc came to the conclusion that no ecjually suitable 
Indian officer was available for the purpose. 

Mr. B. Das ; Is !t only a (piestion (*f qualifications or di)(*s the 
Honourable Member's I)e[KU’1ment adopt also raeial discriminatiiui in 
tlie matter 1 

Mr. G. 8 Bajpai : My 1 [(uuuirab'e I’ricuil has no .iusi ifica) ion for 
suggesting that mine <»r any otlier Department of <Jovemment adopt a 
l>()li(*y of raeial diserimiiialion. 

Mr. B. Das : Is it not tlie practice of ilie Honourable Member’s 
Department to (ollow tlia^ ])olicy, the only exception being that when 
tlie Honourable the Ta*ad(*r of tin* IIous(» w«‘is acting as the Secretary 
of the Department, two Indian gentlemen were €'i]>pointed to liigh offices 
in tfie Indian Medical Service ? 

G. 8. Bajpai : As a matter of fact, if my Honourable friend had 
been in this country recently, he would have appreciated the fact that 
when the Dejiuty Director General of the Indian Medical Service ])ro- 
ceoded on leave tor the first time in the history (»f the Government of 
India, this Department appointed an Indian to act in liis place. 

b227LAD « 
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Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : May I know if in making this selection, 
only qualifications, i.e,, degrees, are considered or experience about the 
health of the Indian people is also considered ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : As a matter of fact, every relevant consideration 
is taken into account before Government come to a decision. 

Api^oi-Ntaient of an Indian as Dikeotob General, Indian Medical 
Service, or as Public Health Commissioner in India. 

645. *Mr. Jagan Nath AggarwaJ : Will Government be pleased to 
state if any appointment of a Public Health Commissioner has been made 
by them in succession to the present holder of that apiiointment V If so, 
were the claims of qualified Indians considered in that connection ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai • Ves. 

Mr. Jagan Nath Agarwal : What was tlie harm in giving the name 
of tlie jierson who lias been a])pointed .* 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai .* My lloiKiurable friend did not ask rue to indicate 
the name of the officer, bid I e^in do so now ; he is Lieiilenanl-Colonel 
itussrll. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Was iIumh* no Tndiau available for it * 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : In dealing with the ]U’(‘e(‘ding (luestion. I 
( xplained the position of Governnient. We (‘onsideri'd the elaims of all 
odieers who w(‘re eligible for tin* post, and we eanie to the conclusion 
iba1 Colonel Hussojl was the best <jnalifi(‘d. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : Will Government b«' pleasiMl to state the 
:an)(*s ol* the otlieers whose elaims wen* eonsiden‘d along with (’olonel 
dnssell 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : I eonbl noi say off-hand the name of everj^ 
individual, hut at leas? half a dozen nairu*s were considered. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Is it the (Muisidered opinion of (Jovern- 
riiont that, during tlie time this f)f!iee ha.s been in (*xistenee, tliere was not 
;; sLiitabi*- Indian .^nailable for holding this apfiointnient ’ 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai • My Honourabb* friend will appreciate tin* fact 
that it is not possible for nn* off-liand to state whetlier, during tin* last 
many for wliieh tlie ]»ost has been in (‘xistenee, (iovi*rnnn‘nt con¬ 

sidered the nani(‘< of Indian otTieers. P>ut what be would recognise is 
that it is «)nly during the last few years that the number of Indian 
<»!fieers in the Indian ^fedical Servi<*(* lias reached sulYicient proportions 
t. enalib* rTOverninent to consider the claims for senior a])p(»intment of 
these ofif]r<*rs. The post of Public Health Commissioner goes to a very 
senior of:ieer of the Indian .AFedical Serviei* and tlie number of rndiaii 
officers (‘ligiblf* for the post is very small inrleed. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Do Government realise tliat this answer 
is not very com])liTnentary to Government tliemselves with regard to tlie 
eTicourageim*nt which tliey are giving to Indian offieers ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : I do not really think that T have said 
aTiylhing which would lead anybody to eonclnde that Government's 
fioliey in this matter lias been anything but what it should be. 
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Mr. Gaya Prasad Bingh : Do Government realise that there is a 
general impression that Government's policy in this matter is dictated 
more by racial considerations than by considerations of real merit ? 

Mr. G. 8. Bajpai : If my Honourable friend chooses to be under an 
impression which is not borne out by facts, it is not for me to dispel 
that impression. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : May 1 know if there is any Indian who is 
senior to this officer and wlio has been superseded ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai . N(», Sir. 

Mr. S. C. Mitra : Do Government also consider this question that 
with tlie retirement of lljese Europeans, India is deprived of their ex¬ 
perience while, if an indian is appointed, India can always derive profit 
from their experience, because they live in India after retirement ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai • 1 should like to exj)lain for the information of 
iiiy Honourable friend as well as of the House that there is absolutely 
no question of the Government of India not ap}>reeiatinjr the desirability 
of appointing'- Indians to the.se and other offices. But what I do wish 
Honourahie Members to reeo^rnise is that, eonsiderintr the limitations to 
which. api)ointm<‘ii1s in a service are snhjeet. one cannot choose an Indian 
offie(*r with, say, six years' service, merely because he is an Indian, for 
a post which is ordinarily ^iven to an officer with over 20 years’ service. 

(h:NsoRsiiiP OF Cinematograph Fu^s. 

646. *Mr. Jagan Nath AggarwaJ : (</) Has the attention of Govern¬ 
ment been drawn to the various cinema films, pa.ssed by the Censor, to 
which objection has been taken by religious bodies, both Hindu and Muslim, 
on tlie ground that tliey offended their religious susceptibilities or that 
lliey jmrtrayed religious personages in an objectionable manner ? 

ih) Do Government propo.se to consider the desirability of taking 
action t<» pn*vent objectionable films passing the (’ensor and creating an 
alarm in tlie jnihlie mind ? 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : (a) The Government of India 
recently rr*eeived a representation on the suhji'ct from a Hindu A.ssocia- 
tion and are enquiring into the matter. 

(h) I would refer the Honourable Member to the reply, I gave on the 
4th Se]>teinber, to Shaikh Sadiq Hasan's (jue.stion Xo. 484. 

Funis MANi’FAoTrRixr. Pi.AYiNo Caries in India. 

647. ♦Mr. Jagan Nath Aggarwal : (a) Are Government aware that 
,som(‘ private firms are manufacturing ])laying card.s in British India and 
have turned out cards of very good qiiaUtx" ? 

(b) Are Government aware that the duty on card-board imported 
for manufacture of these cards is no less than 33 per cent., whereas the 
duty on imported playing cards is only 50 per cent. ? 

(e) Are Government aware that Japanese playing cards have been 
dumped into the Indian market during the last year or so and there is a 
serious danger of this nascent industry being crippled if not entirely 
killed ? 

L!227LAr) C 2 
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(d) Are Government prepared to consider the desirability of raising 
the duty on imported playing cards to at least 75 per cent., as has bee^ 
done in tlie case of textiles ? 

(c) Do Government propose to keep this matter in view ’when 
negotiations are oi)ene(l witli the representatives of the Japanese Govern¬ 
ment regarding a Trade Agreement ? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Shore : (a), (/^), (e) and (c?). The 
Honourable Member is referred 1o answer to a similar (piestion 
No. 626 by Mr. 8. Mitra. 

(e) Yes. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : May 1 know what that answer was ? 

Mr. President (The JlonoiiralJe Sir Shannnikham Chetty) : The 
answer was just read out a few iiiiiiiites ago and tin* Honourable M<‘mber 
canin»t ask it to be repealt‘d. 

Ji'niriAi. Omn-iRs in ttik Dicltii Provi.v(’k. 

648. "Mr. Jagan Nath Aggarwal : {a) Are (Jov(‘rninenl aware of the 
faet that tlic members of the Jiidieiary of Hie Delhi Province are generally 
taken on (h'putation from tin* ea<Ire of the Punjab C’ivil Service ? 

{h) Is i1 not a faet that the Punjab Government have got standing 
rules and instructions tliat the [leriod of stay of such judicial officers in 
one statioji ordinarily shouhl not exceed three years / 

(e) Are (iovernnu'iit aware that tliere have been some glaring 
dejiartures in the case of some judicial officers on tin* Executive side, ?.r., 
Extra Assisiant (’ommissimier in the Province of Delhi ? 

(d) Is it not a faet that the Tehsildar of Delhi has been posted in 
Delhi for practically the past eight years ? 

(ci Js it also not a fact that some stipendiary magistrates in Delhi 
have been posted tJiere for mure than five years V If so, what are the 
special i-easons f(U’ that ! 

if I Has nut the j'ule ol tlu'ee years almost invariably been folhnved 
in Hie cas«' of the members of tlie judicial branch of the sers’ice, /.e., Snb- 
Judges 

(//) Do G(»vernment ])ro])os(' to scrutinize each such individual «-ase 
and issue instructions accordingly 

The Hcnouruble Sir Harry Haig . (a) Yes. 

<h) I understand He po.siticuj is as stated by Hu* Jlononrahl.* Mem¬ 
ber. 

{c) -Instructions similar to those in the ihiiijhl) have not i)»*en issued 
by the Delhi Administration. The iiue.stion of departure from the instruc¬ 
tions does not therefore arise. 

(d) es. The M’ahsildai- ’v\as appointed in .lannarv 1112() 

(e) No. 

(f) i am inform.‘-(l that fiosti/ig.s ami transfers of Suh-lmh/.'s arc 

made by the Lahore (^»iirt. 

(fj) Although the rule of three years is not in force in Delhi, I would 
assuic the flonourahle ..'\T<*itd>er Hiat each erase in ^\ hi(*|} an officer is ]*(*tained 
in Delhi for more than three years receives the full attention of the Dtdiii 
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Admiiiistrution, and I do not consider that there are sufficient reasons for 
interfeiiij*^ with the discretion of that Administration in this matter. 

Mr. Jagan Nath Agarwal : Does not the Honourable Member think 
that he should look into the matter rather than leave it to the Delhi 
Administration ? 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : So : tlic Government of India have 
a great unniy duties of their own to perform, and 1 do not think it reason¬ 
able to ask them to perform these in addition. 

Mr. Jagan Nath Agarwal : Is it lack of time and nothing else that 
stands in their way 

^e Honourable Sir Harry Haig ; No : ] think it is a principle of 
administral ip)i. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : May I know why this Tahsildar has been 
kept foi' sneh a long time in Delhi ! is it foi* political reasons o)‘ for 
some (»tlier reasons ! 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig ; I imagine it is because it is felt 
tliat it is in the piihlir interests to do so. 

P(»sTjN<i f)F dron iAi. AND Poi.n n Gazitttkd Officers to tjip:tr Home 

DlSTHirTS. 

049. *Mr. Jagan Nath Aggarwal : (o) Are Government aware tliat 
e\e(*pt under ^'ery 'e.\traordinary eireuinstanees, no officer, especially 
Judicial and f*nlice Officers of the gazetted rank, is allowed to be ]>osteti 
in his own liome • If not, do Government propose to consider the 
e.\j>edien(*y of this rule and i.ssue inslruclious accordingly ? 

{/)} Will (Jovcrimieiit be pleased to lay on the table a statement 
showing tin* cases, with reasou.s, where (le])arture was made in the case of 
officers posfeil in the pnjviiice of Delhi during the last twelve years ? 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : {n I have no information whether 
then* is any such rule in force generally. Government do nr>t ])ropose to 
issu<* instructions in the matter. 

(/>! TImuv is no such rule in force in the Delhi Province and the 
question of obtaining tin* information tlesired by tlie ITonourabl*' ]\b*m])er 
does not therefore arise. 

Mr. Jagan Nath Aggarwal : Does not this reason come under the 
geiuTal firineiple (»f desiralulity in the public interest ? 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : T do not Think there is any general 
rule in force, but, in the special case of Delhi. 1 would ask tlie Honourable 
l\leml)er to reflect that if such a rule were made, it would be iinjiossible 
for any inbabitaiit of the Delhi Province ever to serve inuler bis own 
provincial administratuni. 

Al’l’OINTMENT OF PRESIDENTS AND MeMRERS OF TTIE TaRIFF DoARD FROM 
PROVIN("ES OTHFJl THAN BoMBAY. 

GfiO. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra (on behalf of Mr. Bhuput Sing.) : (a). Will 
Government be pleased to «taTe the luimber of official and rion-oflicial 
presidents and members of the Tariff Boardj since itsifexjnatiion and the 
percentage of Bombay men recniited Jo- such posts .r 

(h) Do Governuient propose to take steps for the recruitment of men 
of other provinces in thei'ffrturesTarifftBi^Brds ? 
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(c) Are Government aware that there are aa good businessmen and 
economists in other provinces as in Bombay f If not, have Government 
ever enquired from Local Governments for such men for the posts of presi¬ 
dents and m^embers of the Tariff Boards when formed ? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : (a) 1 lay on the table a statement 
sliov/ing the name, province and period of service of each person who has 
served as President or as member of the Tariff Board. Only one Bombay 
man has been President of the Board. He held the post in an officiating 
capacity only for 6^ months, his period of seiwice being 5 per cent, of the 
total service of all Presidents. Two Bombay men have served as members 
of the Hoards, their combined service expressed as a percentage of the total 
service of all members being 20 per cent. 

(h) Does not arise. 

(fO The reply to the first part is in the affirmative. The second part 
does not arise. 


SkUement showing nameSf provinces of origin and periods of service of Presidents and Members 

of the Tariff Board. 


Names. 

Province. 

Period of Service. 

Years. 

Months. 

Days. 

Presidents. 





Sir George Rainy (Official) 

Bihar and Orissa .. 



10 

Sir Padamji Ginwala (Non-Official) 

Burma .. 


r> 

5 

Mr A. E. Matthias (Official) 

Central Provinces .. 

1 

6 

19 

Dr. John Matthai (Official) 

Madras .. 

1 

8 

6 

Mr. F. I. Rahimtoola (Non-Official) (Offg.) 

Bombay .. 

0 

6 

17 

Sir Frank Noyce (Official) 

Madras .. 

0 

7 

21 

Members. 





Sir Padamji Ginwala (Non-Official) 

Burma 

B 

9 

9 

Mr. V. C. Kale (Non-Official) ., . i 

Bombay .. 

B 

11 

22 

Dr. John Matthai (Official) 

Madras .. 

6 

9 

16 

Sir Frank Noyce (Official) 

Madras .. 

0 

1 

21 

Mr. A. £. Mathias (Official) 

Central Provinces .. 

3 

3 

16 

Mr. F. I. Rahimtoola (Non-Official) 

Bombay .. 

2 

0 

15 

Mr. C. T. Boag (Official) 

Madras .. 

2 

1 

13 

Mr. H. R. Batheja (Official) 

Bihar and Orissa .. 

0 

6 

4 

Rai Bahadur Pt. Hari Kishen Kaul (Non- 

Punjab .. 

0 

6 

21 

Official). 




Mr. Nf S. Subba Rao (Non-Official) 

Mysore .. 

0 

6 

21 


* Up to Ist (Auguetf 1983* 
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Mr. H. P. Mody : Are Government aware that Bombay will have 
no objection if, by way of a change, other provinces are allowed to get jobs 
or. the Tariff Board and Bombay is occasionally allowed to creep into the 
Executive (Council of the Governor General V (Laughter.) 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : May I kuov' whether this Tariff Board is 
likely to continue very long ? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhorc : As 1 think my Honourable friend 
knows:, tlie Tariff Board has remitted to it for consideration the .subject 
of the iron and steel industry ; and it will remain in existence certainly as 
long as it is necessary for the Board to conduct its inquiry into lliat parti¬ 
cular matter. Beyond that I cannot say. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Can the Honourable Member say w*hat 
period ihat is liktdy to take V 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : I certainly cannot give my 
Iloiioiirablr friend any information on the point : but tliey will certainly 
be in ixistcnce until they finish their report : it may be six or scv(‘n months, 

I do not know. 

Mr. H. P. Mody ; With reference to this answer, do 1 understand that 
Ihere a!c no other iip])licutions besides the one wliich will l)<‘ considered 
hy tin* Tariff Board next month i 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : 1 must have notice of that ques¬ 
tion ; hut. as far as my recollection serves me, there is no apj)lication at the 
j)rcsenf m<»?ncnt wiiicli it is intended to refer to the Tariff Board. 

Mr, Amar Nath Dutt : In view* of the fact that one of the biggest 
eonecius for wliieh tlic Tariff Board exists lies in Bihar and Orissa, was 
any gcntl(*nmn of Bihar and Orissa ever nominated to the Tariff J^oard ? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : That, 1 am afraid, is not the 
])rincipl** upon wdiich memhci’s are chasen for ap])ointment to tlie Tariff 
Board. 

Mr. B. Das : Do Government refer every apidication to the Tariff 
Board or do they sort out spurious applications from Indian industrialists 
and r<*fcr only those industries w'hich really need protection in the opinion 
of Government ? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : My Honourable friend is quite 
right. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : Were the clainis of those in the Retrenchment 
Committee of tlie Stores Diepartment eonsidered when making such ai>poinT- 
ments ? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : I can only say to the House that 
all suitable names were considered before appointments were imuh'. 

Mr. M. MaswDod Ahmad : Will Government be pleased to state the 
reasons f(»r this double serutiny, once by the Government of India and then 
by the Tariff Board ? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : Obviously it is no use referring 
to the Board the ease of an industry which prima facie can be di.sposed of 
at once. 
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Ufr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Will Government consider seriously tJie 
representations coming from the Bombay millowners before referring them 
to tile Tariff Board in future ? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : 1 can assure my Honourable 
frnmd tlir.t they are most carefully scrutinised. 

Anaesthetist in the Ripon ITospitaXi, Simla. 

651. *Mr. 8 . C. Mitra (on behalf of Mr. Bhuput Sing) : («) Is it a 
fact ihat the aiiiesthctist in the Ripon Hospital, who helps in the operations 
perf<»rni('(l on the Government of India staff and their relations, is only a 
coinpoundin* ! If not, ^vhat are his medical (pialifications and d<‘groes for 
which Ise is entrusted with sneh an onci'ons duty on which depends the life 
and death of persons t 

(h) Will Government be pleased to state the eharges prescrihed by 
the Civil Surgeon in charge <d' tlu‘ Ripon Hospital for the said ansesth.'tist 
for helpino- in tlu* operations pf^rfonned on the Government of India staff 
and th<‘lr relations 

fr Arc Gov<‘rnnient aware tliat the Civil Surgeon in charge of the 
Ripon Hospital, whenever he is sent for by tlie Indian officers, advises 
them to go to lios])ital and at times threatens to report them to their 
superiors as his valuable time is Avasted for not getting any fc<*s from 
them ? If not, do they j)rojK)se to empiire into the matter f If not, why 
not 

Mr. G, S. Bajpai . ('i) Thv ansAV(*r to the first part is in tin* affirma- 
(•jve. The second |)art does not ari.s(‘. 

(/j) No charges arc levied from Government servants. A copy of the 
Ripon Hospital Rules showing tlic fees ('liarg(‘d from non-(*ut it le»l pati«Mits, 
including relatives of GoAawnmont servants, was plac<‘d in Ih" Idbrary of 
the House Avitli referenec to the Honourable Member’s queHstion No. 146. 

(c) Government liave received no sneh eoniplainl and do not, thc?-*- 
fore, propose to make any enquiry. 

RErRl'TTMENT OF MlNI.STERIAL StAFF OF THE GoVER.N^IENT OF TnDIA 

Secretariat and Attached Offices. 

652. *Mr. 8. C. Mitra : (^) Is it a fact that the recruitment of a 
portion of the ministerial establishment of the Government of India 
depjirtments and attached offices is being done by the Pulilic Service 
Commi.s.sion ? If so, is it a fact that the recruitment for cerRiin posts of 
ministerial c.stablishnieiit has been kiqit ontsidi* the .scope of the Public 
Service Commission on the ground that men are required to fill posts 
requiring technical skill ? 

(h) Will Government be pleased to state wbetlier men r(H*.niited on 
technical grounds for technical posts are transferred to the regular 
ministerial establishment after being recruited by thi.s back door method 
of nomination by the beads of departments and offiees ? 

(&) Are Government aware that tbf^ recruited by the 

Foreign and Political Department for the* Cypher Bureau are> invariably 
transferred to the regular ministerial establishment, thereby barripg^ Uie 
proBpectft of those men who came hy competitive examination 1 
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(d) Are Government awiare that the Army Department recruited 
a relation of the Personal Assistant to the Army Secretary on grounds 
of technical ({ualifications a few years back ? If so, has he been trans¬ 
ferred to the regular establishment for being considered for promotion 
to the post of upper time scale Assistants and FK)st of Superintendents ? 

(c) Arc Government aware tiiat another relation of the said 
Personal Assistant to tlie Army S(»cretary has hf^en recruited by the Army 
Department on the ground of te<*hnical (jiialifieal ions ? If so, will Gov¬ 
ernment be pleased to slate what are the technical (|ualifications of the 
said candidate ’ 

(/) Are Governnienl aware that a relaiiftn of one ^>1' the Assistant 
Financial Advisers, Military Finance, was recruited a few years ago by 
the Military Finance without tie* inicrveiiticm of Gie Public S»*rvice 
Commission on tlje gnjund of teclinieal <jua!ifi(*a1ions. and that attempts 
„ are being made to 1ransff‘r liim to the regular second division in order 
to avoid his stay permamuitly in the winter in Simla ? 

(//) Is it a fact that the Public Service (’oinmission recruits technicfil 
men for technical po^t.s of all other hra?u*he.v of the (Tovernment of 
India administration, including Hail ways, Tclegra})hs, and Civil and 
Mechanical Engineers, Press Foreman. Indian Stores Department techni¬ 
cal posts and various other technical jobs ? If so. will Government be 
pleased to state why the recruitment of a few teelinieal men required 
in the Government of India Secretariat Departments cannot be entrusted 
to the Public Service Fommis.sion ? 

(/i) Do Government propose to Jiaiid over the entire recruitment of 
the ministerial estahlisliiuent including technical posts to the Public Service 
rommission ? If not, why not ? 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : (•/) The re^dy to the first portion 
is in the alTirmative, As regards the second portion, the ])ositi<ni is that 
though T)osis <»f a special or teelinieal nature in oftices which recruit through 
the Piilific Service (Commission are not filled in the ordinary way, i.e., by an 
examination, selection for such posts is made through the Puhliif Service 
fcommi'^ion who are re(juinH] to satisfy themselves that the person to be 
appointed is (jiialitied to hold the post. 

(h) T am Tiiaking eiKpiiries and will lay a statement on the table. 

(c) '•''lie jiosition is not as stated by the Ilononrahle l\Ieinber. 

(i/] The j)ost was not a technical one at the time and the eirenmstances 
in which tin* appointment was made were fully ex]>laiiied in answvr to 
staii-ed question No. 909 and unstarred question No. 464 on the 24th and 
21s1 Se|demher, 192S. res])eetively. The reply to the second jiart is in the 
negative. 

(c) Yes, except that the post was not ,a technical one. A man ''vith 
special ])raetical ex])erience of the outdoor w’ork connected wnth water 
supplies in Cantonments w^as required ; and the individual in question w’as 
rocommondod by tlw Catitonmont mithoritios of the Eastern Command. 
Tho appointment was made with tjie.ex,press 
Commission. ■' ; 

. ; A of .An .A,s?ii§ta^Qt rjiiAnoial 

DivVsVon of the ’Wtlitaipy'Finance DepartmenVsoine years ago ana was con- 
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firm(?d in 1930 with the concurrence of the Public Service Commission. 
There is at present no question of his promotion to the 11 Division. 

{(j) The answer to the first clause is in the affirmative. As regards 
the second clause, I would refer the Honourable Member to the reply I 
have just given to part {a) of this question. 

(h) Government do not see sufficient reasons for departing from the 
existing orders on the subject. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : With reference to part (c) of the question, 
may I know if any Indian has been ap])ointed to the (Vpher Bureau 
of the Foreign and Political Department ? 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : I am afraid I should require 
notice of that que.stion. 

Mr. Gaya Ptasad Singh : Are Government aware that this matter 
repealedly came up befon* the Standing Finance Committee, and that 
the undertaking given Avas that claims of Indians to a])pointment in the 
Cypher Bureau would he seriously considered and acted upon ? 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : No : I am not aware of that : the 
Cypher Bureau is not under the Home Department. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : 1 am asking the question of the Govern¬ 
ment : will the Honourable Member kindly ask his colleague on his left, 
the Finance Meniher, on this point ? 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : I think the Honourable Member 
might address his question direct. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : My* question is addressed to the Govern¬ 
ment. and it is this : will Government kindly state if any Indian has 
been yet appointed on the Cypher Bureau of the Foreign and l^olitical 
Department ? 

Mr. B. J. Glancy : I am afraid I have not got any information on 
that point. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Will Government be pleased to state 
whether the appointment to the Cypher Bureau is made through tlte 
Public Service Commission ? 

Mr. B, J. Glancy : No. 

‘Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : Will Government be pleased to state what 
are the special qualifications required for a post in the Cypher Bureau 
of the Foreign and Political Department ? 

Mr. B. J. Glancy : There are no special qualifications required, as 
far a.s I know, except that the persons holding the appointment must 
be r|ualified to deal with the work and that they must be thoroughly 
reliable. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : Will Government be pleased to state 
whether any attempt was ever made to appoint an Indian to this post ? 

Mr. B. J. Glancy : I am not aware whether any attempt was made. 
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Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Is the Honourable Member aware that 
when a proposal was made before the Standing Finance Committee for 
increasing the strength of the Cypher Bureau of the Foreign and Political 
Department, a recommendation was made by the members of the Stand¬ 
ing Finance Committee that the claims of Indians should be seriously 
consid(*red in that Department and that some of these appointments 
should be given to Indians t 

Mr. B. J. Glancy : No, Sir ; I am not aware, of that. 

Mr. Jagan Nath Aggarwal ; Ts this Cypher Bureau the same Bureau 
whi(di took two Iiours to decipher a telegram in connection with the 
releasit of Mahatma Gandhi on the 23rd August ? 

Mr. B. J. Glancy : I do not think that was the Cypher Bureau of 
the Political Department. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : May I know. Sir, if the Honourable the 
Finance Member has anything to say on this subject ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : T think I may inform the 
House that my friend, who has asked this cpiestion, knows more about 
it probably than anybody else in this House. He has always expressed 
a ve?-\ gn*at interest in this case whieh has eonie up several times before 
the Staiuling Finane<* Committee. My friend is fully awar^' of the 
(litTfieiilties that exist in the matter of appointing Indians to the Cypher 
Bureau, because some of the cypher used for the (\vi)her Bureau are only 
issiK'd by His Majesty \s Oovcrtiment on the understanding that they will 
he used hy British officials. That is a technical difficulty. My friend 
is also aware that th<* Foreign and Political Department have been doing 
tlu‘ir best to overcome this leebnieal difficulty. My friend, the Political 
Secretary, who has not been in the Department very long, is perhaps 
not familiar with the ]iast history of this case. All I can do is to promise 
the asker of this question that I will look into this matter as Chairman 
of the Standing Finance Committee and inquire from the Foreign and 
Political Department exactly how the matter stands. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : Will Government be pleased to state 
whether all these Anglo-Indians are British subjects T 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : I am afraid I have been taken 
rather out of my sphere. I must have notice of that question. 

Ifr. N. M. Joshi : May I ask whether Indians are not British 
siihjeets * 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : T think T have given all the 
information to the Ilonse in reply to questions which Honourable Mem¬ 
bers were entitled to ask at the present stage. I only intervened, because 
my Honourable colleague, the I’olitical Secretary, is not actually familiar 
with this case which 1 am familiar with as Chairman of the Standing 
Finance Committee. 

Mr. S. C. Mitra : Prom the reply given by the Honourable the 
Finance Member. I take it that he thinks that Indians are not ** British 
subjects Is that not the necessary implication from his reply 1 
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Tbe Honourable Sir George Schuster : 1 do not think it is a neces¬ 
sary implication, but I shall look up the exact rules and inform the 
Honourable Member wliat the exact rule is. I can only state that there 
is a technical diffieully which tlie Political Secretary and his Department 
have been doing their best to overcome. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Has not this matter been hanging fire 
for several years before the Standing Finance Committee ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : That only indicates that the 
technical difficulty is ralher a serious one. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : May 1 ask wliat steps are being taken by Oovern- 
menl to remove this teelinical diffieully 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : J suggesi, Sir, that tlie ipies- 
tion has been ans\v<^n*d in .sufficient detail now. 1 have jironiised to look 
into the matter, and 1 think that ought to satisfy Honourable Members. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Thank you. 

Assesses to 1n(’Omi>tax and Sim^ihi-tax and Assistant Co.mmissionebs 
ENC?AGED IN APPELIJVTE WoRK IN C ERTAIN PrOVINI ES. 

663. *Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Or) Will Government be pleased to 
inform this House (i) of the nuinher of assessees to ineonie-tax and super¬ 
tax in the Punjab, Pnited Provinees, and Nort.h-W(*st Frontier Province, 
separately ; (ii) of the number of api>eals lodged against ordiTs of assess¬ 
ment and the time taken in disjiosing of the same eoniparing it with the 
time taken previously before the limit 'was rediic'ed to l,OfH) rupei^s y 

(b) Will Government be jdeased to place a statement on the table 
of this House showing the number of Assistant Commissioners engaged 
in appellate work in 1931, 1932 and 1933, and the number c»f appeals 
lodged ? 

(e) How many officers in tin* above provinces have been granted 
extensions after reaching the age of retirement f Will Government be 
pleased to state the reasons for granting such extensions at a time when 
extensive reirenehments have taken place in various Defmrtnwnts of the 
Govorument ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : (a) and (b). A statement is 
laid on the table. As regards the time taken in disposing of appeals, 
it is not possible to give any precise information as in the disposal of 
appeals many factors come into play and the time required varies very 
considerably in consequence. Some appeals are disposed of on the first 
hearing whereas others take several hearings when parties want adjourn¬ 
ments for one reason or another. 

(e) Extensions have so far been granted only to two officers in the 
United Provinces and to one in the. Punjab and North-West Frontier 
^Province. They were granted stricHy in accordance with Fundamental 

'56, in the interests of public service. In the Incbme-tair* D^aftinent, 
officers with Ibtig exjyerienCe hre of special Use in i^rev^tiii^ attempts at 
evasioDS ' of ’tax Which are by hb'Acahs uUcdnftUoni, ‘ ' ' 
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SlfUemzti^' nhowing the number of Aseeseees, Appealst etc. in the United Pnmncee, Punjab and 
North- West Frontier Province, 


Province. 


Year. 


No. of 
Income-tax 
and 

Siip(;r-tax 


No. of appeals 
lodf/ed. 


No. of 
Assistant 
(Jummissionersv 


assesHf^es. 


United I^rovimtCK.. 


19.30-31 


2.3..333 


1,.570 .3 


(1031-32) 1.618 .3 


1032-33 


«0,.634 


3,16.3 3 


Punjab .. 


1030-31 


10.32-33 


Nortb-Wcflt Frontier Pro¬ 
vince. 


10.30-31 

10.32-33 

1 


32.25.3 


2,301 


(19.31-32) 

2,927 

8.3,2.38 

j 

4,.344 

.3.316 

I 

j 

462 

1 

! (l!».3J.;i2i 

75 J 

j 

7,780 j 

1 

i 

760 


i 


* To cope with increase in afipeliate work a temporary .tssistant (''omnii.ssioncr was sanc¬ 
tioned for 0 months from 1st March 103.3. 

t No Assistant (Ujmmissioners specially for N.-W, F. P.. the cadre of Assistant Vommis- 
aioners being the same for l^injab. N..W’. F. P. and Delhi. 


SEKVU’Li- OF EpROPKAN INDIAN CiVIL SeRVICK OK OTHER OfPIPEKS LENT TO 

oi’TsiDi: I»ritisii India. 

()54. '"Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Will (Toverninent be ploased to 
state if llu* servi<M*s ot Kurojn'jm 1. S., (*r otiicr oflk't'rs. havt» lent 

to places (lutsidc IJritish India \ If .so. what are tlndr names, and the name'< 
of places ontside liritish India, where their .services have. bo(‘n lent ; and 
siiiiM* Avbat time ? 

Mr. B. J. Glancy : The retpiired information is beinj: eolleeted and 
will be laid on the f.ihle or given to tiie House. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : The re»|iiin*d information relating to the 
ofli(ers wm-lcing in indi iti States ;is well as in ennntries outside India ? 

Mr. B. J. Glancy ; 1 nndcTstand the llomnirahle Member's <pies:ion 
r(*;crrrd Di idl fdaees outside llritish India 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : My question rer»‘rre<l to Indian States as 
v.’(‘!l ;> to [ilaees outside India, both.* 

Loans /DVAXt ED to the Mahawai.ppk State firr or Indian IIevj Nfijs. 

I»55. '-Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : (f7) Will .(Government be phmsed to 
state the dates, and the amonnt.s, of loans advam'ed to Ilahawalpur State 
out of Indian roATnues. together with the rate of interest ? 

(b) Will Government be pU'a^sed to state (?) what ai)proxiniatoly is the 
annual interest on the entire loau ; (n) what the yearly revenue of the 



936 


I.B01SLATIVJS ASSEICBLY. 


[6th Sept. 1933. 


State is ; and ( in ) the steps taken by Government to safeguard the Indian 
revenues by securing an early repayment of the loan and its interest ? 

(c) Do Government propose to remit any portion of the loan ? If so, 
why f 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: (a) The initial instalment 
of Rs. 427 lakhs was sanctioned in September, 1926. Additional instal¬ 
ments have been granted in subsequent years to enable the State to meet 
the payments required from time to time on account of capital expendi¬ 
ture in connection with the Sutlej Valley Project. The total amount out¬ 
standing on the olst of March, 1933, was approximately Rs. 11,63 lakhs. 
TTntil the end of the financial year 1930-31, the rate of interest was 6 per 
cciil. The rate charged on the amount outstanding on the 31st of March, 
1931, is oj j)er cent, ; Avliile the rate charged on additional instalments 
granted after that date Avil] be based on the borrowing rale of the 
Government of India at the time. 

(h) (?) The estimated interest on the entire loan for 1933-34 is 
approximately R.s. 634 lakhs. 

(ii) The information wluch the Honourable Member desires is avail¬ 
able in the publication entitled “ Memoranda on the Indian States 

(/Vi) An exj)ert Oommittee Avas appointed in 1931 to report on the 
finaneial ])rospeets of tin* BahaAvalpur section of the Suth‘j Valley Project. 
In acc<»rdance with their recommendations noAv ea]>it.al Avorks Avhich seemed 
unlikely to proA^e remunerative AA^ere abandoned. An experienced C'hief 
Engineer is iioaa’ in charge of all Irrigatioii Avorlcs in tin» State and a 
Special Accountant-General supervises the accounts of the Sutlej Valley 
Project. The budget of tlie Project is noAv entirely separate from the 
St{it(^ budget'. 

(r) Government have not made any proposal on the lines suggested by 
the Honourable Member. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh ; Who are the members of this ('ommitlee 
AA'itb regard to (c) ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : According to my recollection, 
Sir I>f*rnard Dari in". Professor Roberts and Mr. Dodson of tlie Punj.ib 
Government. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : T could not bear the answer to the first 
pe.iM of my question on account of the noise of the engine, but T .should 
lik(* to knoAv Avhat is the total amount of tb(‘ loan advanced to this 
Stale V 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : 1 Avill r(*pcat that part of the 
ansAver. The total amount, outstanding on the 31st of March. 1933, was 
appi-oximately Rs. 11,63 lakhs. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : Do*Go\"ernment propose to take steps to 
see that in future the railway engines do not make noi.se between 11 and 
12 ? 

Mr. H. P. Mody : Don’t Government consider that information, 
which is readily available and Avhicli is in their possession, should be 
given on the floor of this House rather than that Members should be 
referred to publications which are not readily available V For instance, 
ray friend just now referred to a Manual about the States. If the 
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information had been given,—it was only a question of figures—^if the 
information had been given, we would have been able to estimate whether 
the revenues of the State could stand the interest which it has to pay. 
I would venture to suggest to my friend that on all such occasions the 
actual information should be given instead of a Member being referred 
to a Manual which may not be readily available. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : I quite sympathise with my 
Honourable friend’s question, but I believe that the practice which we 
all l'oll(»w in answering these questions is based on a deliberate purpose. 
The pur|K)se is one of educative value to Honourable Members that, 
when books are available, Honourable Members should be encouraged 
to read them. The Members of the Government should not be asked to 
do woi-k which Honourable Members can do for themselves. 

Sir Oowasji Jehangir : May I know. Sir, whether the State is 
r(‘spujisible for any deficit that may occur in the project itself from 
Slate revenues ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : Yes, Sir. Certainly, the 
Stalo has taken the loan, and the State is responsible for meeting the 
int(*rest on that loan. The responsibility" is not confined to the revenue 
of th(^ ))roject itself. 

Mr. Jagan Nath Aggarwal : Is it not a fact that the loan was 

,,, finaneed during the minority of this 

12 Nook. ^ 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster ; Yes. The project was origi- 
iially ajjproved during the minority of the present Ruler. 

Mr. Jagan Nath Aggarwal : And that the C'ouneil of Regency did 
not give their unqualified assent to it, and that the Ihmjab Government 
or tin* (iov(*rnineiit of India took the resjxuisibility for the success of 
this selieine ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : That is a very com])licated 
issue. That State have their own view's on the subjeet w'hieh are not 
entirely aeeejUed by the Government of India. 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir : Have the State got to make up any deficit 
frf)in their revenues in order to pay the interest 1 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : Tp to the present, interest 
Inis ln*en juided to the ea]utal of the projt*et, beeausi* the ju^riod of eon- 
striieiion is not yet completed. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : May T know" from the Honourable Member 
if. after the rejiort of this Committee, there is any fear on the ])art 
(»f tile Government that the loan w"ill not be repaid bv the Rahawalpur 
Stale 1 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : T think it is well-know"n to 
Honourable Members, certainly it must be know^n to the Honourable 
Me mber who has asked this ({iiestion, that the present condition as 
regards this project is not a satisfactory one. The project was under¬ 
taken at a time w^hen all over the w'orld many projects were being 
undertaken on the basis of expectations of high post-war prices. The 
])rojeet has suffered, as many projects have suffered all over the world, 
and elsewdiere in India by the catastrophic fall in prices which has 
occurred. That has resulted in delay in the sales of land which has 
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increased the caj)ital debt outstanding on account of the project. The 
question of how we are going to deal with this matter in the future is 
a diffieujt one which is now under the consideration of the Government 
pf India and has been under their consideration ever since the expert 
Committee reported. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : May 1 know from the Honourable Member 
whether the question of responsibility of repaying this debt has been 
finally settled between the Government and the State ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : No, Sir. The question is still 
under consideration. It has not been finally settled yet. 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir : ^lay 1 take; it from the llonoui-able Member 
that the AssiOiibly will be consulted before a linal arrangement is made 
with regard to this big sum, especially in view of the Federation coming 
into existence before long ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : 1 am afraid 1 cannot give 
my lI.'Miourable friend any such undertaking. I shall be very glad to 
give lh(‘ Assembly every possible information on the subject, but this 
is a matt('r between the Government of India and an Indian Stat(* and 
J coidd not giv(» an undt‘rtaking that the Assembly would be consulted 
about it. 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir : The Honourable the Finance Memb(*r realises 
that the monies that tlie G(»vernmcnl of India may lose or may luive 
to write as a had (b'bt belong to the peo]>le of India and that this 
Assembly is responsible to the taxpayers of this eouirtry Tor any monies 
tha' the Govenirnent of India may have to write oil*. In that (uise. on 
oni‘ side it is the Assembly and, on flu* other side, it may he an Indian 
State, 'ihe Assembly is very intimattdy corinect(‘d with this inatt(T. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : T (piit«‘ afipreciate the point 
\\hieh has becui put hy my Ibuiourahle frituul. I may say that I hope 
that it will be possilde lo arranire this matter ir) sucli a way thai a large 
sum may not have to be written of T fully reeognise that this Assembly 
has :j]i InteiM'st in lh»‘ matter if it Involves a loss of rev«‘nu'*s of Ilritish 
Iiidia. 1 only hesi(at»‘«l to give iua Honourable friend ihe undertah'big 
whieh lu- asked, because 1 slsould like to havi* tim<* to consi<ler this 
matter. Jhit I certainly appreciat«‘ the point cd' vii‘w whicli lu* has put 
forward. 

Mr. B. Das : Is it not a fact tliat th<* Punjab Government was solely 
res])on.siblc for tin* design of this jmijcct, and, if any finaiubal loss should 
occur, should it not morally go to tin* Punjab Governrncfit and md to the 
Gov(‘rnment of India ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : The Punjab (iovernmeut have 
a strictlv limited liabilit\ so far as the design cd' the }>roje<*.t is eoneerned. 
The 1 btn.iab Government undert >ok lo carry out the engineering part of 
the work. If then* is any loss on this projeet. it is not primarily due 
to any fault in the design of the works, but due to the failure of the 
expectations of land sales which itself is due to the eatastrophic fall 
in prices to which I have already referred. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : May I ask what is the justification of using British 
Indian money for the sake of Indian States ? 
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T^e Honourable Sir George Schuster ; It has always been the 
practice of the Government of India to advance money to Indian States 
after projects have been carefully scrutinised and it" appears that the 
money will be secure. 

Mr. S. 0. Mitra : May I draw the Honourable Member’s attention 
to part (h) (i) and (ii) of the question, where the questioner wanted 
to know if the income of the State was more than Rs. 63 lakhs, the 
amount of interest which had annually to be paid ? Will the Honour¬ 
able Member answer that question without referring us to books and 
volumes ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : I have already explained why. 
followiufr the usual practice, I referred the questioner to a particular 
publication in which he will find the information as to what is the 
revenue of the State. But that will not entirely answer the question, 
because li.at information only covers the revenue of the State indei)en- 
dcntly of the project. The question of the revenue of the project is a 
speculative matter on which it is not possible at present to make certain 
esii males. 

Mr. S. 0. Mitra : The questioner wanted to know if the revenue of 
Ihe Stale was greater than the annual interest of R-s. 63 lakhs that they 
wen* liable to pay for the loan of 11 crores for this project. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : My Honourable friend will 
get Ihe information which he requires if he refers to the publications to 
which 1 have referred. 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir ; May I know whether or not a portion of the 
project is in working order ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : Part of the project is w^ork- 
ing, but the full construction is not yet over. 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir : Is it not the agreement that the annual 
interest .should bo charged to capital on that part of the project which 
is not completed, and, as for the other part of the project, which is 
conqdeted and is in W’orking order and which may be making a loss, 
that that loss should be made up for the time being from State revenues 
and the wdiole of the interest cannot be added to capital w’'hile one part 
is completed and the other part is not ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : I can only tell my Honour¬ 
able friend that the rules of accounting procedure in regard to this 
project have been properly followed and that the procedure has been 
passed by the Auditor General in the usual Avay. 

Mr. B. R. Puri : May I know, if a serious attempt to realise the 
debts w^as made as against the Btate, what would be the consequences 
of that to the Stale itself ? I am sure that information is not available 
in that book. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : It is quite obviou.s that if 
an attempt were made no^v to force the State to repay a sum of over 
Rs^ll crores \vhich has been borrowed to finance a project which is 
not yet in full working order, the State would be put to extremely 
financial difficulties. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : May I ask a question T Whatever may be the old 
practice, in view of the new constitution in which the paramountcy 
L227LAD 



940 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


[6th Sept. 1933. 


powers will rest with the Crown and not with the Government of India, 
will the Goveriiinent of India consider the desirability of putting a stop 
to the praidice of lending money to the Indian States ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : I would suggest that my 
Honourable friend, who is going to London, might raise that i)oint 
there. 


UNSTAKREl) QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Appointment of a Sikh as a Judge in the Lahore High Court. 

9. Sirdar Sohan Singh : {a) Are Government aware that out of 
12 Judges on the Bench of the Lahore High Court three are Hindu 
lawyers, three Muhammadan lawyers, one Indian Christian lawyer and one 
a Hindu officer of the Indian Civil Sendee, and that a Sikh has not been 
appointed to that Bench ever since the said High Court and its predecessor, 
the (-hief Court came into existence in 1866 ? 

{h) Are Government aware that there will be five vacancies on the 
Bencli of the said High Court to be filled up in October next—two due 
to the retirement of Messrs. Broadway and Harrison, one Inspection 
Judge and two Additional Judges ? 

(.e) Are Government aware that there are now three Sikh District and 
Sessions Judges and a number of Sikh lawyers available for s(‘leetion for 
being elevated to the Bencli of the said High Court 1 

(d) Are the Government of India aware that the feelings of tlie Sikhs 
are intense in the matter t 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : (a) With regard to the present 
composition of the ('ourt, tlie Honourable Member's information is 
correct with this exception that then* are only two Muslim Judges on 
the Court and not tliree. I am ])repared to aocp]>t the Honourable 
Member's statement that no Sikh has so far been appointed to the Court. 

{])) The aiLswcr is in the affirmative. 

(c''} The qualifications for High Court Judges are laid down in 
section 101 (3) of the Governmeiii of India Act. I am not aware of 
the number of Sikh District and Sessions Judges and lawyers who fulfil 
these qualifications. 

(d) Government have received certain r<*presentations on the subject. 

Persons getting Exti xsions after reaghing the Age of Stwrannttation 
TX THE DePTTTY COMMISSIONER’S OFFICE, DeTJTT. 

10. Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad ; (a) Will Government please state 
the number of those persons who have reached the age of siiperannu^ion 
in the Deputy Commissioner’s Office, Delhi, and who are still getting 
extensions ? 

(&) How do Government justify these extensions in these days of 
financial stringency ? 
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The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : With your permission, Sir, I 
propose to reply to questions Nos. 10, 11, 13 and 14 together. The 
information asked for is being collected and 'vvill be laid on the table. 

Grievancks op Apprentices working in the Deputy Commissioner's 

Office, Delhi. 

■fll. Mr. M. Maswood Alimad : (a) Is it a fact that both paid and 
unpaid apprentie#‘s who art' workitig in the Deputy Commissioner’s 
Office, Delhi, for tlie Iasi 1<;n or ele\en years, have been deprived of 
being given permanent posts and preference is generally given to out¬ 
siders ; if so, why I 

(b) IIow many apprentices (paid and unpaid, separately) are working 
for the last ten years in the English and Vernacular Offices and for what 
period have they been working ? 

(c) IIow many clerks and apprentices have been transferred during 
this period from English to Vernacular Office and vice versa ? What 
pay arc they drawing now and what was the cause of their transfer ? 

(d) Is it a fact that some apprentices and clerks submitted several 
repre.sen tat ions in this connection to the Deputy Commissioner, Delhi ? 
Tf so, v.’hat action was taken in the matter ? 

Permanent Cl1‘:rks working in the Sr b-Registrar's Office, Delhi. 

12. Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : («) Will Government please state 
thf* ninuhcr of perniaiBMil clerks working in the Sub-Registrar's Office. 
Delhi ? 

(h) Will Government also please state the number of paid and un¬ 
paid candidates, sej)arately, in the .same office ? 

(r) Is it a fact that these candidates are allowed to enter the original 
rcgisKTcd documents in lU>ok Xo. 1 and cO])y the same ? If so. who is 
n*sp(Misihlc for this sy.stcm and what steps do Covtn-iimcnt ])ropose t.o take 
in the matter ? 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : (a) Eight. 

(In One paid and two unpaid. 

(c) The aJiswer to Die first part of the (luestion is in the negative ; 
the second part docs not arise. 

CoMMCNAL Composition of the (^lihiks in the Deputy ('ommis-sioner's 

Office, Dei.iil 

tPi Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : (a) Will Government please lay 
on the table a statoiriont showing the communal composition of the clerks 
(both paid and unpaid, separately) in the Deputy Commissioner's Office, 
Delhi ? 

(6) How many out of these belong to (t) Delhi and New Delhi, proper, 
and Hi) rural areas in the Province of Delhi f 

Determination of Seniority in the Deputy CoMMissroxER's 
Office, Delhi. 

tl4. Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : (a) Will Government kindly say 
how seniority is determined in the Deputy Commissioner’.s Office, Delhi ? 

(h) Is any regular register ke pt for this purpose T If not, why not T 

tFor answer to this question, see answer to question No. 10. 
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Ketbenchmbnt in tub Survey op India Department. 

15. Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin : (a) Is it a fact that retrench¬ 
ments have been made in the Survey of India Department ? 

(?>) What are the trades of jrazelted officers of the Department 1 
What was the sanctioned number of officers in each "rade before retrench¬ 
ment and what is the number remaining in each jrrade after the 
retrenchment ? 

(c) How many amonjr tlie retained officers in Class II service have 
put in years’ service and more ? 

{(1) How many of the retrenched officers of Class II service have 
put in between 5 and lo years’ service ? How many of these are Indians 
and how many Europeans or Anglo-Indians ? 


Mr. G. S. Bajpai : (a) Yes. 

ih). 


Grades and Posts of Gazetted Officers. 

Sanctioned number of officers. 

Before ] 

retrenchment. 

After 

retrenchment. 

Claaa I Service — 



Directly recruited 

52 

30 

Promoted from Class II 

11 

6 

Claaa I General Service 

2 

2 

Claaa II Service .. 

80 

56 

Claaa II General Service 

5 

5 


(c) 13 officers had coinjdeted 25 years’ service or more at the time the 
retrenchment board met. 


(f/) 4 officers, all of whom are Indians. 

IIetrenc’ument tn the Survey op India Department. 

16. Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin : (a) Is it a fact that the 
retrenehmeuts in the Survey of India Department have been ordered in 
accordance witli the decisions or recoramendatioius of ;i Retrenchment 
Board eoriij)o.sed of officers of the Dejtartment ? 

(h) Is it a fact that one o-f the members of the said Board belongs 
to Class II and another was promoted from Class II to Class I a few 
years ago ? 

(r) What was the .serial number of the Class II officer in that claas 
at the time he sat as a member of the Board t 









UNSTARBED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 943 

(d) Was he tJie seniormost officer in the Class available at Calcutta ? 
If not, how was he considered competent to be associated in the decisions 
relating to his own case and the cases of officers senior to him ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : {a) The Board’s recommendations were taken 
into consideration in selecting officers for retrenchment. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) 46. 

(d) The answer to the first part is in the negative. There were 
other members on the selection board who were competent to be asso' 
ciated in decisions relating to the case of this officer and the cases of 
officers senior to him. He was not considered eomi)etent for this purpose. 

JiE'rREX(’irMENT JX THE SuRVEY OF IXPIA DEPARTMENT. 

17. Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin : {a) Is it not a fact that the 
said member (Cla.ss IT) of the lietrenchraent Board for tne Survey of 
India Department was suspended in 1919 and his pay reduced ? 

(h) Is it not a fact that the dass II officers of the Central Circle 
of the Department protested by a teleirram against his inclusion in the 
Board ? 

Mr. G. 8. Bajpai : (a) Ye.s. 

ib) No record of sueli protest Is traceable. 

HeTREXCTIMEXT IX THE J^rRVEY OF IXDIA DEPARTMENT. 

18. Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin : 0/ ' Is it a fact that the 
officiating Surveyor-General visited tlie (’ircle Headquarters some time 
before tlie date of the meeting of the Retrenchment Board and had 
consultations with the officers there, and returned with a preconceived or 
provisional list of officers to be retrenched ? 

(??) Wa.s any common lest held among all the officers for the 
selection of the least efficient among them for retrenchment ? If not, why 
not t 

Mr. G. 8. Bajpai : (a) The tlnm officiatimr Surveyor General visited 
the various Pircle Headquarters during his monsoon tonr wlneh was 
just prior to tin* convening of the Retrcncliment Board. The re]dy to 
the latter part of the question is in the negative. 

(h) The eommon test apjdied Avas the record of their work over a 
number of years. 

RETRENrUMEXT IN THE SuRVEY OP InDIA DEPARTMENT. 

19. Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin : (o) Is it a fact that on the 
first day’s sitting of the Retrenchment Board of the Survey of India 
Department, a list of officers to be retronehed Avas drawn up, in 
accordance Avith the general instructions i.ssued by Government in the 
matter of effecting such retrenchments ? 

(h) Is it not a fact that the list so prepared on the first day under¬ 
went some revisions, due to additions and subtractions being made 
therein f 
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(c) Is it a fact that when once the least efficients were selected and 
more were required to be retrenched, the Board instead of retrenching 
officers by seniority, again started selecting and thus threw out many 
officers with no faults ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : (a) Yes. 

(h) Government have no information. ‘ I 

(c) No. 

Kktrenciiment in the Survey op India Department. 

20. Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin : (a) Is it not a fact that 
non-official gentlemen are iiiclucled in the Boards for selecting candi¬ 
dal es to a]»y»car for the eom])etitive examinations for recruitment to 
Class TI of the Survey of Indi.T Department ? 

(?}) If so, what reasons prevented the authorities from including 
non-offiejals in the Betrenchment Board referred to previously ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : (a) Yes. 

(h) Only such persons a.s had an intimate knowledge of the organisa¬ 
tion of the department could give useful advice. 

IiETREXrnMENT IN THE SrR\TH' OP InDIA DEPART.\rENT. 

21. Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin : (a) Is it a fact that 
the Surveyor General, in his evidence before the lletr(‘nehment Com¬ 
mittee, mentioned that Class 11 officers above the age of bO were not 
suitable t<> be kept on 1 

(h) If so, how is it that many officers rf Class II (including those 
recently iwomoted to Class Ib who are above r)0 years old havt‘ been 
retained and young officers have heen retrenched ? 

(e) Is it a fact that more than 40 per cent, of the Class IT officers 
now retained have completed years or more service ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : (<t) There is nothing to this effeet on reeord. 

(h) Does not arise. 

(c) As stated in the reply to part (e) of (luestion No. lo, thirteen 
officers who had eomi)letcMi 25 years^ service or more at the time of 
retrenchriKMit were retainetl. TJiis is 2‘S per cent, of the revised strength. 

liKTRFiNriTMENT IN THE Sl'RVEY OF InDIA DEPARTMENT. 

22. Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin : (n) Will Government be 
pleased to state the number of Anglo-Tmlians and Indians among the 
retrenched Class II officers of the Survey of India Department ? 

(b) How many retrenched Anglo-Indian officers referred to in 
part (o) have put in less than 1.5 years service and how many retrenched 
Indian officers from class IT have put in less than 15 years of service ? 

(c) Will not the removal of such a large percentage of younger or 
junior officers among Indians result in the proportion of Indian officers 
in the Department being reduced more quickly than under normal condi¬ 
tions, when the senior officers retaineil now retire in the usual course I 
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Mr. O. 8. Bajpai : (a) Anglo-lndiaus .. 11 

Indians .. .. .. 10 

(h) Anglo-Indians .. .. .. Nil 

Indians .. .. .. 4 

(r) Tlie j)erc(*ntage of junior Indian offiM*rs rctrenclied being small, 
the (jiiostion does not arise. 

liKTRENfUIMENT IN THE SfRVCT OF IXPIA DEPARTMENT. 

23. Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin : (o) Is it a fact that 
in the Survey of India Department an Anglo-Indian officer of 28 years' 
service, who had been ordered to be retrenched, was subsequently taken 
in V 

(ft) Is it a fact that only one of the seven officers promoted to this 
service from tlie lower ranks is retrenched ? 

Mr. G. 8. Bajpai : (a) Yes. 

(h) Yes. 


N0N-IiE(T<T’ITMENT OF KETRENrillCO IIaNDS OF THE SURVEE OF InDIA 

Department. 

24. Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin : Is it a fact that in filling up 
the post of the De\mty Director of Survey under the Government of 
Bihar and Orissa, on the retirement of the previous incumbent, the 
Surveyor General rt'eomiivended an Anglo-Indian officer who had retired 
from the Survey of India 1 If so, why was not a suitable officer from 
the active list selected for the post ? 

Mr. G. 8. Bajpai : The officer who was selected for this post was 
retrenched from (1as.s 1 of the Survey of India. Employment was there¬ 
fore providt*d for one of the retrenched officers. 

Competitive Examination for fieuno t'p op Vacancie.s in the Survey op 

India Department. 

25. Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin : (a) Is it a fact that there have 
now occurn'd seven vacancies in the Class H .sendee of the Su^ve^ of India 
Department, and that a])plications have been invited from candidates 
to sit in the competitive examination that will be held for selection of 
candidates to fill up the said seven vacancies in the Class II service ? 

(h) Are Government prepared to view with favour the ease.s of 
retrenched Class II officers of the Survey of India Department with five 
to fift(*'en 3’ears’ service, and arrange for their being called in, before any 
fresh recruitis arc taken, to fill up the vacancies now in that Class of service 
of the Department 1 

Mr. G. 8. Bajpai : (a) Yes. 

(h) The Honourable Member is referred to the reply given to part 
(c) of starred que.stion No. 346 in the Legislative Assembly on the Ist 
September, 1933. 
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Qualifications op Chargemen in the Carriage and Wagon Shops, 
North Western Rah^way, Moghalpura. 

26. Sardar Sant Singh : (a) Will Government ];lease state the 
percentage ratio of the chargemen of each community, with their academic 
and technical qualifications, employed in 1921-31, in the Carriage and Wagon 
Shops. Northwestern Railway, Moghalpura ? 

(7;^ Will Government ho pleas(‘d to state the miinber, names, and 
salaries ofi’ored to cliargemen recruitc'd with the approval of the Railway 
Board, and how many have since been discharged for (/) coiisislent 
inefficiency, (/i) and otheiwise, respectively, since 1921, and also state 
whether it was deemed necessary to get the liailway Board's sanction f 
If so, under what circumstances ? 

(e) Will Government bo ])Ieased to state tlie name of the authority 
comjietent enough to order transfers of persons of the said rank from one 
branch to anotJier, and from one section to anotlier and also state n'asons 
for which such transfers are usually recommended in the Carriage* and 
W'agon Shops at Moghalpura ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : (a) Government regret that they are not prepared 
to supplement witli figures for jiartieular classes of posts the information 
in regard to connminal repn*sentation in Railway Services given in the 
ATinual Administration Report on Indian Railways. 

(b) and (c). T have called for the information and will lay a 
reply on the table in due course. 

Suspension and DisrriAROE of certain Chargemen in tiij: Carriage 

AND Wagon Shops, Mogiiatj'Thvv, N(»rth AVestern Ratiavat. 

27. Sardar Sant Singh •. (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
the ■•authority competent to appoint, snspeixd, discharge, and dismiss, and 
also define principles adopted in the snspeiision, discharge, dismissal and 
withholding of increni''nts of, chargemen in the Carriage and Wagon Shops 
at Moghalpura, North Western Railway ? 

(?>) Will Governnpnt pleased to state tlie dislinclion which exists 
between discharge and dismissal, and is it a fact that in discharge cases no 
orders can be issued whicli may entail further eonsequences, such a>. barring 
re-employment ? 

(c) Is it a fact that under the rules and orders issued by the Govern" 
meut of India, Railway Board and Agent’s Circulars, strict .iustice should 
be administered and special efforts should be made to avoid hardshi]» when 
discharging persons employed against substantive permanent posts ? If so, 
will Government be plea.sed to state if the spirit of the rules is being strictly 
observed while discharging chargemen of the Carriage and Wagon Shops, 
MogJialpura ? 

(d) Is it a fact that Horae Department Resolution Vo. 1568-1595 
(Estahlishinent). dated the 14th September, 1915, clearly provides that no 
person should ordinarily be discharged, or dismissed, on grounds of 
inefficiency, unless ho has boon givon a written warning to that offoot, or 
fined or reduced ? Jf sn, will Government he pleased to state the names 
of persons diseharnred, if any. in (i) confravenlion of the aforesaid rules, and 
(if) otherwise, separately amongst the chargemen in the Carriage and 
Wag(»n Shops at Moghalpura ? 
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{e) Is it a fact that under the rules in force an employee can be placed 
under suspension on a serious charge until his case has been decided by the 
authority competent to dismiss him, and he should be given a chance to 
clear his jiosition ? If so, will Government be pleased to state the number 
of persons suspended and discharged without being given any opportunity 
to explain their conducts, vide Home Department Resolution No. Iijb8-1595 
(EsUiblishmeiit), dated 14th September, 1915, and without being served 
with charge sheets showing the sjieeific acts on their part, the names of the 
chargeui»*ii who were suspended for one offence (insubordination), and dis¬ 
charged for another (inefficiency). Carriage and Wagon Shops, ]\ioghal- 
pura f 

Mr. P. R. Rau : (a) and (c). The attention of the Honourable 
Memln^r is invited to the Rules regulating the discharge and dismissal 
of State Railway non-gazetted Government servants a copy of which 
is already in flie Lihrarv of the House. Government have no reason to 
believe tliat tliese orders are not carried out on the North Western 
Railway. 

(h) A discharged employee may be re-employed but one who is 
dismissed cannot he re-em])loyed. 

(d) The Horne Department Resolution referred to by the Honour¬ 
able Member does not deal with discharge or dismissal of employees but 
with the procedure for j)eriodical re])orts. 

(r) The re])ly to the first part is in the affirmative. As regards 
the latter part. Government have no information that the rules are not 
followed in their entirety on the North Western Railway. 

Am.\t,oam.\tion of Ci.ERirAi. Grades in the Audit Department, 
North Western Raiiavay. 

28. Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : C/) Are Government aware of the 
artieh* headc'd “ Nortli Western Railway Audit Office published in the 
Pilot, Amritsar, dated the 13th August, 1933 ? 

(h » Will Government be pleased to place on the table a copy of the 
pres(*nt seniority list of clerks, grade IT, as also the one according to the 
length of service and efficiency ? 

(r • Do Governiin'Tit ])ropos(’ ; i seiiarate the seniority of qualified 
auditors from that of the clerks f 'r too purpose of 'promotion in clerical 
gn.<les ? 

Is it a fact that there is only one grade in the office of the 
Accountant General, Punjab ? 

Are Government prepared to consider the amalgamation of 
clerical grades T and TI in the Railway Audit Department and the forma¬ 
tion of one grade of 50—5—200 as suggested in the concluding paragraph 
of the said article ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : (a) Yes. 

(h) A copy of the present seniority list is placed on the table. 
This is also the list aceordinfr to the leufrth of service in the lower ^rade 
and efficiency as determined bj” (1) siicee.ss in the Subordinate Accounts 
Rervice examination and (2) service in Class T. 
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(c) It is {iJread\ separate. Group A of the seniority list shows the 
seniority of tlie clerks class II who have passed the Subordinate Railway 
Audit Service Examination. 

(d) Yes. 

(e) There is no such intention. 

Copy of the Jievised Seniority Lint of cUnti; IT clerks of the office of the Chief Auditoff 
North Western ICailway, as it stood on the 4th May 19SS. 

Group A (Consisting of inon who have jmissH the Subordinate Bail way Audit S'^rvice 

Examination). 

1. Mr. Ajmer Singh. 

2. Mr. Sardari Lai. 

Group B (Consisting of men who have past service in class I according to the length 

of that service). 

3. Mr. Tulsi Das. 

4. Mr. Dhani Bani. 

5. Mr. Durga Dass Chri (on deputation). 

6. Mr. Nand Lai. 

7. Mr. Thaneshwar Dass. 

8. Mr. Hans Raj. 

9. Mr. Lila Dhar. 

10. Mr. Wazir Chand. 

11. Mr. Tulsi Ram. 

12. Mr. Savindar Singh, 

13. Mr. Erishena Kumar. 

14. Mela Rfim Seth. 

15. Mr. Parkash Samp Puri. 

Group C (Consisting of men who have service only in tlu' Lower grade). 

16. Mr. Hakumat Rai. 

17. Mr. Mohd. TufTail. 

IS. Mr. T. O. Gonsalves. 

19. Mr, Shiv Shankar. 

20. Mr. Abdul Karim Khan. 

21. Mr. Chella Bam. 

22. Mr. James O’Reilly. 

Indian Reseabch Ft’nd Association Work done bv the Assismant-in- 
Cfiaroe of the Purlk^ Health Section op the Offk’e ok Tin? 
Director Ceneraj., Indian Medical Sfrvice. 

29. Mr. A. Das : (a) Will Government be pleased to state whether 
it is a fact that the Assisiant-in-charge of the Public Ilofdlli section of 
the office of the l)in*ctor General, Indian M(»dieal Service, was and is 
doing the work of the part time Assistant Secretary of the Indian 
Research Fund Associatiini in addition to his own duties and is getting 
feome allowance for doing t)iat work ? 

(h) Is it a fact tliaf t)ie Public Health Gommissioner with the 
Government of India, who is the section ofiRcer of th(* Public Health 
section c>f the office of the Director General, Indian Medical Service, i.s 
the Secretary of the Indian Research Fund Association ? 

ic) Is it a fact that the same Asslstant-in-ebarire was allowed to 
draw, in addition to his own pay, an allowance of Re. 250 per mensem foflP 
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the work of the Indian Research Fund Association without the previous 
sanction of Government ? 

{d) How long was this allowance drawn by him and what was his 
substantive pay in the Assistant’s grade when he was allowed to draw 
the allowance of Rs. 250 per mensem ? 

(c) What amount was later sanctioned by Government ? 

(/) A?h^ Government prepar'd to i)laee on the talde the correspondence 
regarding the w’^aiving of the recovery in question ? 

Mr. O. S. Bajpai : (a) Ves. 

( b) V es. 

(r) Yes, but with the previous sanction of the Governing Body of 
the Indian Research Fund Association, which was meeting the cost. 

(f/) From 1st Marcli, 1932, to 15th December, 1932. When tlie 
allowance was first sanctioned by the (ioverning Body of the Associa¬ 
tion, hi; substantive pay as an Assistant in tin* OtTice of the Director 
General, Indian Medical Service, was Rs. 332 per mensem in the grade 
of Rs. 200—12—440 a special jiay of Rs. 5(. per mensem for holding 

charge of the J^ublic Health Section in that office. 

(e) lis. 1(K) per mensem. 

(/) No. 

Creation or the Post of Assistant SKcRFTAijy in the Indian Research 

F i;NT) ASSOCTATION. 

30. Mr. A. Das : (o') Is it a fact that a wliole-time appointment of 
Assistant Se<‘retiiry has been creatt‘d in the Indian Research Fund Asso¬ 
ciation I If so, wliat is the date of the sanction ] 

ih) What (pialifieaticms are required ))y a candidate to be eligible 
for the ap])ointment ? 

(r’' Has anybody liecn appointed to the post : If not. why not ? 

{(1) Wliy Was Die aj)iHHiitmenl’ of the Assistant Secretary created ? 
W’liat efforts were imule to fill the appointment 1 

(r) Is it true that eandidate.s went to the Public Health Commissioner 
and tlie Secretary of the Indian Rc.search Fund Association to try for the 
job, but he did not ai)j)rove of any candidate, nor is he jircpared to fill the 
vacancy ? 

(/) What are the academic and other qualifications of the Assistant 
in cliarge of the Public Health Section and what were those of the candi¬ 
dates who went to see the Public Health Commissioner to try for the post 
of the Assistant Secretary of the Indian Research Fund Association f 

{fj) How many times during the last two and a half years has the 
Public Health Commis.si()ner or the Secretary of the Indian Research 
Fund Association api)roaelied Ooverniuent witli a view to give personal 
benefit to this Assistant f 

ih ) How many allowances, and of what denominations, out of the 
Indian Research Fund Association fund have been granted through the 
Public Health Commissioner or the Secretary of the Indian Research 
Fund Association to the clerks of the Public Health section of the office 
of the Director General, Indian Medical Service ? 
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Mr. G. S. Bajpai : (a) No. 

(Z>) to (e). Do not arise. 

(fj The qualiheations oJ' tlic A.ssistaiit-in-(Charge are eonsidered by 
his sui)erior officers to bo suitable for the work he is doing. The second 
part of the question does not arise. 

{(j) The rublie Health Commissioner made suggestions once which 
would also have benefit( h 1 the Assistant financially but this woiihl have 
been in return for work done for the Indian Research Fund Association. 

(/#) An allowance of Rs. 50 per mensem from the funds of the Indian 
Research Fund Association has been granted with the approval of the 
Governing Body to the Public Health Commissioner’s stenographer, for 
doing stenographer’s work for the Secretary’ to the Governing Body^ of 
the Association. 

Pkomotioxs op Oppk’Ers of the Transportation (Traffic; anl 
Commercial Branch i:- or the North Western Rallwat. 

31. Sirdar Sohan Singh : Are Government aware that there 

is a block in the promotion of ofilcoi s on the North Western Railway’’ serving 
in the Transi)ortatioji (Traffic) end Commercial Branches ? 

(h) Are Goveriim(‘nt aware that officers serving in these branches on 
the Eastern Bengal and East Indian Railways, who are considerably junior 
to officers on the North Western Railway’, are working as District officers 
while the latter continue to .serve as Assistant officers 1 

(c) If the replies to parts {a) and (h) are in the affirmative, wiU 
Government please state what action they have taken to remove this 
grievance of the North Western Railway’’ officers t 

(d) Is it a fact that five names were submitted by the North Western 
Railway' for transfer to the otlier niilway’s as recently’ as last April and 
no iMove has y’et been made in this direction 1 If not, why not ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : («) and (h). I understand there is little difTerence 
between one railway’ and another in this matter with the exception of one 
officer on the Eastern Bengal Railway’, the junior most officers officiating 
in the senior scale on all these railway’s joined service before 1920. 

(c) The Railway’ Board are considering whether any’ steps can he 
tak»*n to make the chances of promotion on different railways approxi- 
maiely’ the same, but the question is vcr,v complicated ami I am afraid 
no stei)s that can bo taken can equalise chances exactly, or for an.v 
considerable period. 

(d) 8ugge.stions for transfei’ haAc been called for from all Railway 
administrations and they arc under the consideration of the Board. 

Improvement in the Design of a BoNE-('RUsnER. 

32. Mr. S. 0. Mitra : Will Government please state when they will 
declare the winner of the prize of Rs. 3,500 offered by the Imperial 
Council of Agricultural Research for the design of an improved bonc- 
cru.sh(u* for which designs wore submitted to the Secretary, Imperial 
Council of Agricultural Research, before the 1st November, 1931 t 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : The Imperial Council of Agricultural Research 
expects to be able to announce the result in the course of the current 
year. 



ELECTION OF MEMBERS TO THE STANDING COMMITTEES 
FOR THE DEPARTMENTS OP COMMERCE AND INDUSTRIES 
AND LABOUR. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shanirjukham Chetty) : I haye 
to inform the Assembly tliat the followinjr ^lembers have been elected to 
the Standing Committees for the Departments of Commerce and Industries 
and Labour, respectively : 

Standing Cowmitiee for the Dipartmeni of Commerce, 

Mr. R. T. II. Mackenzie, 

Mr. S. C. Mitra, and 

Kumar Gupteshwar Prasad Singh. 


Standing Committee for the Department of Industries and Labour. 
Mr. G. Morgan, 

Kunwar Hajee Ismail Ali Khan, and 
Ilaji Chaudhury Muhammad Ismail Khan. 


STATIilMENTS LAID OX THE TABLE. 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce i Member for Industries and 
Labour) : Sir, 1 lay on the table : 

(i) the information jiromised in reply to lULStarred question 

No. 39 asked by Pandii Satjcndra Nath Sen on the 25th 
February, 1933 ; 

(ii) the infonnation ])romised in reply to starred question No. 486 

asked by Mr. N. M. Joshi on the 25th February, 1933 ; 
(in) the information promised in re]>ly to part (d) of unstarred 
question No. 79 asked bv !Mr. S. C. Mitra on the 8th March, 
1933 ; 

(tv) the information promis(‘d in re])ly to unstarred question 
No. 101 asked l)y Mr. Rame'^hwar Pra.sad Bagla on the 13th 
March, 1933 ; 

(v) the information promised in re])ly to part id) of starred 
<1 nest ion No. 739 asked bv Mr. Rameshwar Prasad Bagla on 
the 13th March, 1933 ; 

(in) the information ])roniised in reply to parts (h'^ and (d-^ of 
starred qne.stion No. 807 asked by Mr. ^Muhammad Anwar- 
ul-A7.im on the 20th March, 1933 : 

(I’n) the information promised in reply to starred question No. 808 
a.sked bv Mr. Muhammad Ainvar-iil-Azim on the 20th 
March, 1933 : 

(viii) the informal ion preunised in reply to starred quest it»n No. 812 
asked bv Seth ITaji' Abdoola ITaroon on- the 21st March. 
1933 ; * 

(ix) the information promised >n reply to .starred (piestion No. 865 

asked bv IMr. D. K. Lahiri Chaudhurv on tlie 22nd March, 
1933 ; ’ 

( x ) the information promised in reply to starred question No. 910 

asked by Mr. Muhammad Muazzam Sahib Bahadur on the 
24th March, 1933 ; 

( xi ) the information promised in reply to unstarred question 

No. 124 asked by Mr. 8>. C. Mitra on the 27th March, 1933 ; 

( 951 ) 
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(xn) the information promised in reply to parts (c) and (e) of 
starred question No. 1024 asked by Mr. Muhammad .^wiar- 
ul-Azim on the 1st April, 1933 ; 

(xm) the information promised in rci)ly to starred question No. 1041 
asked by Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim on the Lst April, 
1933 ; and 

(xtv) the information promised in reply to starred (piestion No. 1201 
asked bv Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur on the 
loth April, 1933. 
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Postal Clerks in each Postal Circle. 

StatemerU, 



(a) 

(?') 

C-ircle. 

No. of posts in the 
Lower Division cleri¬ 
cal cadre in the Postal 
Department at the end 
of December 1932. 

No. of posts in the 

Upper Division cleri¬ 
cal cadre in the Postal 
Department converted 
into the Lower Divi¬ 
sion up to the end of 
December 1932. 

Bengal and Assam Circle 

857 

155 

Bihar and Orissa „ 

298 

43 

Bombay „ 

496 

217 

Burma 

271 

102 

CSentral „ 

379 

122 

Madras ., 

404 

175 

Punjab and N. W. h\ „ 

409 

118 

United Provinces „ 

4\l 

\ 

Sind and Baluchistan „ 

67 

1 


RRTRENC’iniENTS IN TTIF. TfLECJRAPII TrAFFU’ AND TeLEGRAPII ENGINEERING 
liRANClIFS OF Till! TelKcjRAPII DEPARTMENT. 

79. (d) On tilt’ 1st April, thore wen* 173 posts held by jjjazettod (»fticcr& in 

the Trle^cniph En^diieerinjj Hrandi and 80 in the Telojjraph Traflie Branch. T'p to the 
31st .January, 1033, 11 of the former ami 10 of the latter wen* brought under reduc¬ 
tion. 


♦Selections of Electrk’M Scpervisors for Carrier (\’rrent Work in 
THE Central Tele(;rapii Office, Calcctta. 

101. (n) 'File fads are md exactly as stated by the Honourable Member. The 
L'lectrical Eu^dneer iii-Cliief made the selections in consultation with the Director of 
Telejrra|)h Eiijjiueerinjr, the Divisional Eiifyineer, Telepraphs, Oalcutba West Division 
and the (Miief SujuTintemlent, Central Telegraph Office, Calcutta. Tlio Assistant 
liJectrical Eiiijiiieer was also required to be present to render any assisLance that mi^jfht 
be requin*d of him. 

(h) Two traiiu'd candidates wore selected after beinp orally ex.amined by the 
L’lectrical Knppneer in-Chief on those technical subjects with w’hich it is necessary for 
the candidates to be conversant. 

(c) No. 

(d) Vos. 

(c) No, the matter h.Ms jilready been inquired into by the Diroeter-General and 
Government are satisfied that all the candidates trained in the carrier current system 
were fjraiited interviews. 
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Platfokm raised by Muslim EMPiiOYEES in the Compound of the 
Lahore General Post Office. 

*730. (d) The reply to the first part of tlie question is in the negative. As regards 
the second part Goveruiiiciit have decided, after due consideration, that in future 
permission to erect such structures will not as a rule be granted to the members of any 
community. 


Recruitment of Gabhwali Hindus in the Quetta Head Post Office 
AS Packers and Postmen. 

*'807. (b) in the absence of suitable local candidates five Garhwuli Hindiis have 
been appointed as postmen and packers since 1926 when the instructions referred to 
in the reply to part (a) of this question W'ere issued, but this was not in contravention 
of the instructions as these were intended to apply to recruitment for the clerical 
aervices only as was made clear in an amendment to the said instructions issued shortly 
afterwards. 

(h) The reply to the 1st and 2nd parts is in the negative. There is no onicial, 
Surjupershad by name, among the (iarhwali Hindus. The third part docs not 
arise. 


Letters pound uncleared from the Letter Box op the Pisuin Post 

Office. 

*808. (u) and (b). Owing to the breaking away of a piece of plaster in the chute 
of the letter box in (juestion about 60 letters and postcards posted between 1929 and 
1932 lodged in the crevice so formed and were not cleared. No one was held responsible 
for neglect of duty as the position of the erevice was such that it was not easy to d<.*teet. 
The articles were subsequently despatched to their destinations. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) The office was inspected by three officers, Messrs. Aurora, Abdul Hamid and 
Md. Akbar Khan, during the period in question, but no action was taken against any 
of them for the* reason stated in the reply to part (a). 


Examination fob Lower Division Postal Clerks held at Delhi. 

*^812. (o) Yes, 

(b) (i) 96 and not lOo candidates appeared. 

(m) The fact is not as stated. Some candidates expressed their inability to appear 
at the test ami went away. 

(Hi) and (iv). Yes. 

(r) Yes ; as seven passtd in this subject the test w'as evidently not an unfair 

one. 

(c) Yes. 

{(1) No. 

(e) The reply to both parts of the question is in the negative. 


Rates of Allowances drawn by Postaij Employees at Dar.teeijno. 

**865. (a) The Honourable Member presumably refers to the case of ministerial 
officials of the Bengal Government stationed at Darjeeling, if so, the position is not 
as stated by him. 

(h) The fact is as stated by the Honourable Member as regards ministerial officials 
in the ordinary time-scale of pay ; while for officials in the Selection Grade the scales 
are the same for all the places mentioned. T may, however, add that postal officials 
'Stationed at Darjeeling draw compensatory allowances. 
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(o) The ullowances drawn by the ministerial staff of the Local Goyeriinient at 
Darjeeling are regulated on a percentage basis according to pay drawn while in the 
case of tile post office ministerial staff in the ordinary time-scale the compensatory 
allowance has been fixed at a uniform rate of Rs. 15 per montli. Consequently in the 
lowei stages of the time scales the allowances paid to the post office, ministerial staff 
are higher ; while in the higher stages the employees of the Local Government draw the 
largei alJowaiires. But the ordinary time-scale of the post office ministerial staff at 
Darjeeling is sufjerior to that of the ministerial staff of the Local (Jovernment employed 
there. 


Amalgamation and Separation op the ( ADRiji^ of Inspectors <^)F Rah¬ 
way iMAiL Sekvice and Inspectors ok Post Offices. 

(1) (fl) Assuming that by ‘general line-men ’ the Honourable Alcraber 
means Railway Mail Service (jflieials other than Inspectors, in the lowest selertKia grade 
of JCs. ItJO—10—:250, the reply is in the affirmative. 

(h) Ves. 

(c) and (c). Government have no ]>rcciHe information but the facts are lU’obabl^ 
as stated hy the Jionouraiile .Member. 

(d) Tlie general examination ])rescTibed for jnomotion to selection grade posts 
on its. !<>(»—10—L!r»o inciuding tliosg of Iiispeetors was abolished in 1032 an.l rephuied 
by an examination for |iromotioii to jiosts of Inspectors and divisional H-*;- ' Cleik? 
on 1 >. 

( f I \'eH. 

(2) Transfers of Inspectors, Jvaihvay .Mai! Service, on Rs. HiO—25(i to M.er pasts 
in the fi’ailwav .Mail Serva-e (»n llie s.'iin** M-aie of pay do noi involve aji\ i<< - of 
or status. In the^^e eirenmstanees (ioveriimeiit are not ])repared to take »lie action 
HUggestj'tl li\ the Hoiionrable M( niber. 

() As regards tlu' first part of the qnc.stion, the fact is that the .> officials 
referred t<i l>y the Honourable Member wen* transferred to the lns]»eetors' liiu* b\ tl«e 
Poslinastei lM*neral, I’nited Provinces Cinh*. through a misnudmstandiMg of the 
Dir4Mtor-(ieiieraI's (»nbTs. Orders .have sin<*e b(‘en issued for their re-traav:*! to the 
geiieial line. The latter part of the question does not tlierefitre arise. 


Spp IDE (’O.MMI'ITED liY A POST.VI. OPFK lAL tlK THE U.\.ISIIAH1 DiVIsJON. 
124. ( ti ) to (d>. No. 

(f ; I Joes noi arise. 


KuAPDS ( ()M.MlTrED IN Till: yPETTA J*OST UfKKM:. 

*1024. {<•) The ease was not reported to tlie police as the facts did not warrant 
such a measure. 

{() The matter eal\e«\ for detailed enquiries t»f a coiifidentiat uatuve hy an 
imb pendent ies]»onsible otVicer and the Investigating Inspector attached to the cAicl** 
oftice was tlierefore deputed to enquire iiitt* the case. 


Non-Recrpitment op Mcsmm Cekuks in the Office of the Oivisional 
Kngineer, Telegraphs. New Delhi. 


M041. (fl) No. 

(b) Does not arise. 

(c) and (t/). Yob. 

(c) No. 

L227LAD ^ 



LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


[6th Sept. 1933. 




(/) Muslims—six including live appointed temporarily, of ii’hom one was appointed 
in March, .19113, and throe appointed during the years 1923 to 1925, wore sul)S‘i<iuently 
employed in the Tolophone llovenue Accounting Office, Delhi. Non-Muslims—14, of 
whom one lias boon transferred to the Lahore Division and one is working in an officiat¬ 
ing capacity. 

(fl) Ves. The Honourable Member is referred to the statement of now recruits 
published in the Director-Gonorars Annual Reports for the year 192S-29 and aubso<|Uout 
years. 


Examination for Tiit: IvECdo rrRiFNT of Ijowkk Division (‘lehks meld at 
ruE liENARES City Post Dffu’E. 

rJOi. (a) The ro]>ly to both the parts is lu the uiVirmativo. 

{^h) The re])Jy to the lirst part is in the negative ;iiid tlie remainder of the tniestiou 
does not arise. 

(c) and ((/). A<'cordiiig to the latest information in ])ossession of Government, out 
of a total of 111? rpper Division clerks empU*yed in the Ih-nares Gity Post Ouin- i'l are 
IliiKlus and 18 Muslims. As regard.s the nunilier of vacancies, tliere has bi'tni a sixth 
vacancy in addition to the five mentioned liy the 11ononrabh‘ Member. Of the>e six 
v.'icaiicies, one lias becm reserved to be alisorbed on the abolition of a ]>ost and one lias 
f»fen tilleil by a non-MusJiin clerk who origiiiallv Indoiiged to the Benares City Post 
Ofiice to which lie has been retransfern'd from (^nviiimre. 

(c) No, the elerk in <piestion had been transferred from Benares to Oawniiore as a 
punifiv'e measure. As this ha<l had the desired effect and the ofliciars work had shown 
ini|'r(ivtMnent. he was retr;insferre<l to I>i*iiar,s. In these circumstanees Government .s<'C 
JK. n.asojj to interfere witli the transfiT. 


THE IITXDr WIDOWS' KKHIT OF MAINTENAXC’E DILL. 

Mr. President (Tin* Honourable sir Slianinuklniin (Mietty i : The 
House will now iv'smne fiirtber eonsidid’ation of tin* fidlowing motion 
moved hy Diwan Hahadur Ilarbila.s Sarda on the 29tb August. 11)33 : 

“ Tliat the B>il to lix llie amount of inaiiit4*imiice to vvhirh Hindu widows are 
eiililliu. in* reternd / to ;i S< Icrj <‘ommitl.T eon>istIiig of* the IlommiabI'' the Law 
■deinlM'r. the Honouralde Sir llaiiy Haig, Sir lijiri Singh tiour. Sir .\bdur Itahim, 
Mr. (^. S. Raiiga Ivor, Pandit Pan; Krishn:i .lha, .Mr Mnliimimad ^’an^m Ivinn, 
Air. N. M. ,lo«hi, mV. a. Das, Air. S. r. Alitra, Atr. B. li. Puri, and Mm* Aiovor, with 
Hist ^ll^•ti(m.^ to rejiorl by tlu- liotli .lann.-irv, 1!»34, ami that tlie niJuilM-r oj' mi'inbers 
whose j)'-esenee shall be ne<‘e.ssarv in .^institute a meeting of the Gommittee sir 11 be. 
fiv.*.’^ 

The Honourable Sir Bepin Behary Ghose fLaw Meml)**i*) ; sir, I 

beg to iiKA'e : 

“ '^I'l.at tlu* Dili be cii'iilated for tli.* |.ur]>ose of eliciting oitinion theieoa by the 
Is; J)i<-em}M'i. lO.'I.'b” 

There are man.v tliing.s in thi.s .small Hill which require to l)(* 
straightened out. I must, first of all, say that tiie orthodov nn‘mbrrs 
of the Hindu (k)nimunity utler grave eompiaints agaiitsi. I would even 
sav', eurses on, the j)res(*nt Legislature wliieb are botli loud .‘ind deiq). 
They say that the present Legislature eonsists mainly ol' non-Hindus 
and Hindus who etjH 1 li(‘mselv»'s Hiinlus, hut who belong to a wry imieh 
advanced eommiinity. Fnim personal ex|)ericnce T know that many 
complaints have been made to me wlicm I was not in offiet*. 'i’hey say 
that the Legi.slaturc is going through the nibbling proeess against Hindu 
bip’ and itj time they want to .stvallow life Rvhole thing altogether. T do 
not belong 1o t]if» orthodox section of the people. T eannoj claim that, 
but I have not cut the cables and drifted apart from the moorings. Hut 
1 must confess that I share the proverbial eonsei-vatism of a lawyer. 
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It has been said that the lawyers are, as a rule, conservative and, in 
addition to that, my years also make me fearful of any preat change. 
All honour to those of my ])rofession who have; shaken oft* tlie conserva¬ 
tism of our class. T have OTily to say in connection with this Bill that 
there are many things which require careful consideration. There is 
the question of the definition of a wirlow and there is the question that 
tiiis IJill attemj)ts to make sr*riou.s inroads info tl)e Mifakshara family. 
This morning I hnpfwncd to look into a publication by an accomplished 
and learned meniher of my profession, lie is a member of this 
Asseuihly, \mt I do not sec* him here .pist now. He said that the income- 
tax has made a heavy inroad into tin* corporation of a Hindu joint 
family, but this Bill docs somc'thiug more, because*, as every (me knows, 
a Milakshara family lias been d(‘seribed as a corporation in which no 
member has any definilo inlrrost unfjj a ])arfifion is effected.* Even 
male j>ersons living in llie family arc* md eniillcal tf» any sum of money 
out of the* income as their maint«*nanc‘e. Tliis Bill proposes that, if a 
widow is sonless, she* is c*ntitlc*d to get as maintenance tin* entire income 
w’hich her husband’s share in. the joint family c‘state would, as on parti- 
\ ic*l(l This amounts to a conij)ulsory partition. The difficulty of 
this question is with regard to the inconn*. The income of a joint 
Hindu family is ofli'n variable. If it is derived from landed property, 
then evc*ry landlord in this Hcnise will have to eonfe:vs tliat the income 
is not a lixc*ci amount and, therefor«*, it would lx* clifiicult to find out 
wdiat the income of the* Mitakshara joint family is wln(»h would accrue 
to the wid(»w on ])artition. If tin* income is dc‘ri\ed from industrial or 
comiiicTeial husinc‘ss, then, I submit, M**mlx*rs }i(‘F'e will admit that there 
also no fi.xeci aimumt c‘an be said to be ’payable to the* widow and, even 
if the* whole* ine*om«* is de*rived only from Ciovernment securities, them 
my I'rieml, tin* Ifonourahle the Finance* H(*Tnher, may he* responsible for 
rodtu'ing that iiieome by paying off sceurities and redue*ing tin* interest 
on them. The‘re*fore*, this matte*r must be* e*‘»nside*re‘d. e*ve*n if the entire 
ineoiin* of her husband, wliieii he would get from the* family estate as 
in il.i' of a jjartition in his life linn*. we*re given to tlu- widow. 

\V'e»uld the Fonrt «»r fvaw b** bound to determine the* ineonn* year by 
yeai* or month by month ! And. if a fixe’d amount is deereed. that may 
be* certainly more* or less than tln^ ineome derive*d in a ]>artieular year 
OF’ ti)"'itli. Acain. the-n* are ejue*stions which seem to me to be very 
impoF-t.iin. which also F’eepiiFe* eonside*i-ativni. In the ease of a scjiaraied 
Hindi!, if soidess, il:.* >'/ulo\v iidn*rils the i)rt>perty, hut there is one ilis- 
(jnalitii ’itioFF. She is u*(jniF*e*d during lier wifehood ‘‘ to keep unsullied the 
bed of IxT lord 'a.s ii said in the ie*xts. Now, would the IliFidii widow, 
ul;o had sullied the lx*d of h(*r lord diiriiur the life time of her husband, 
be entitled to maiut'uaiiee aftc'r tin' death of the hiisbaii:! ! That aiso 
is a question which must be eie*termined. What would happcTi if the 
widow re*-niarries ! AFoong il;e lliiuius, as elelincd in clause 2, there 
may he many communities where widow marriaire* is allowed by custom. 
Those* (lei not e-ome* within the piirvie*w of the Hindu WidoAV lie-niarriage 
Act. and would 1he*y retain tin* maintenance* that would be allowed by 
the (V)Url ! Tln^se* are ejin'stions which have to he dealt with. 

Tln*n, with rt'.irard to the pF'ovisions in clause 4, whe're* it is said that 
jf* tJje*;-e is a poslhiniioiis son l.mni to the ^vido^^\ wlio was sonJe’ss at the 
time when he‘r husband died, she should ge*t an eepial share of the ineexne 
of hen* husband's e.*,state wbieh a sou wenild ge't on partition. I could 
LL‘L>7LA1) 
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'undersfmid if it had heou Siaid Khat she would <^ot a half share of the 
estate, but there also is the difficult question about ascertainment 
of “ income 1 need not say anythinji; more wiili regard to tliat clause. 

Now, with rejrard to the Dayaldia^a School of Hindu law. It does 
not make any iiiroail on the .j(»int family, because a sonless Hindu 
wid<.w is eiililied lo inli(u-it her hiisbaml’s ]>ro])erty. There is the 
question of ado])tion, as tliere is also provision for a sort of enforced 
partition between her and tier sons. As is well known, it has been held 
by the Privy C’ouncil tJiat a widow making an adoption may enter into a 
contract with regard to her maintenance and that has been held to be 
valid. Therefore, it may be possible to urge tliat this provision is 
absolutely unnecessary. These and there are other important questions, 
which require consideration. 1 submit, therefore, that the House will 
accept my amendment tliat this measure .should he circulated for opinion. 
J do not think I need add anything mon‘. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shanmukham (Mietty) : Amend¬ 
ment moved ; 

“ TlJiit the Hill be cir(*iiL*it(Mj for the j»ur|»o«i‘ of olioifing ojouiou tlicn*(Oi by the 
1st Dot ember, lliJia.’’ 

Pandit Ram Krishna Jha (Darbhanga rifm Saran ; Xon-Muhain- 
madaii) : Sir, 1 beg to support the motion for eireiil.Mti(»n. This is 
really a diftieult matter and it is just, right and prop^u- that llu‘ country 
shoubl be eousiilted on a Sill like this. TIhu-c seems to he not much 
difference of opinion <ui this side of tlu^ House on the eireiilatioii motion. 
I, therefore, support this motion, and my liiimhlt* suggestiroi is that the 
(piestion lie now juit, lavause there an* good many IJills on the Agenda. 

Mr. B. Sitaramaraju ((laiijam ruai Vizaeapatam : .Non-.Muhammadan 
llnral i : Sir, I am very sorry that tin* Ilonoiirahle Member who is the 
author of this Bill is not in hi.s seat when wr* are discussing this 
measure. '1 lie Iloiioiirahh* the Law .MciiiLmt h:i^ been plfa-ed !■» move 
a motion that the Bill he circulated for eli(*ili]iir opinion tbereou. 
Honouj'.‘i?)Ie ^lemhers are well aware that Hiwan Bah.nlui- Sai'da has* 
been engaged with this r(*forni .since 1921 and. ever since that time, he 
has tried his best to draft a measure whit-li would givo s«uiie right to a 
widow ill the ])ropcrty of her husband. During the last four ,vears, 
lie !ias lieeii drafting measure after measure, and this is tin* latest. 
As my Honourable friend, Diwan Bahadur Sarda, is not a lav.ver, he 
had to s<*ek the assistance of some of his legal friends. Kvery time he 
tried to bring in a Bill for a reform in one diree-tion of the Hindu law, it 
was found to be {giving way in the otluT direction. Tin* House, in spite 
of the modifications that Diwan Bahadur 8arda Avas able to make :ii the 
Bill, IhrcAv it out. So, f think it w^ill be an act of kindness on tiu* part 
of the Honourable the Law’ Member to call Diwran Bahadur Sarda and 
draft a proper Bill for him in order to give effect to the* central idea 
which had been guiding him all along to draft this niea.sniv. Tle-re are 
one or two important matters aiifl T tliink 1 must niaki* an obserNation or 
tw^o on each one of them for the simfile rcaK^ui that if this Bill wer<* to go 
to the public —and Mr. Jha has just said that there is no diirerence of 
opinion on this side of the House alxiut this motion—they must know aa 
to what w’e think about it and in what way we want the jiublic to direct 
its attention on this measure. I am glad, my Honourable friend, Diwan 
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Bahadur Sarda, has now come. On an earlien occasion, when he moved 
his first. IViW on the floor of tiiis House, l>e said that he had th(* assistance 
of no hss a perso7iality than tliat of the Law Member of Ihe Government 
of Imlifi, who was tho prcch^fossor of the Ilonounible frentleinan opposiie. 
Sir, T do tliink thnl it is very {liffieult to believe that the Law Member of 
the Governmeni of India could have fbeen responsible for a measure of 
this description, Is'cause, if \ nuneraV^er aripiit, on the Vast occasion i © 
mad(‘ a velieineni attack on Diwaii Bahadur Sarda with rcfiard to at least 
one pone?* taken away under this Bill, namely, the testamentary power 
of a Hindu. Wlum Diwaii Bahadur Sarda drafted liis Bill on the last 
occasion. (iov(*rninen1 said that it would talo* away the testajoentary 
powers of the Hindus and it was one of the rrrotinds on which the Honour¬ 
able the Iwjw Member opjMi.sed it. Sc), I was very inneli surprised to And 
in this Bill a provision which, if riirhtly understood, wfuild curtail li e 
])()W(*rs of a, ilin<ln on liis powers of disposal of his property whether 
ancestral or self-ae»piir(‘d, whether he is under the Dayabhaga or Mitak- 
shara. Sir, tlie man Ijas always the rjjjfht to di.s])ose of the pi*o])erty 
which he has ae(|nin‘(l. at any rate under any system of Law. 

\ow. elans*- fJ runs thus : 

“ Tlir inaiiiti‘ii:jiK*(', lo vvliirli a wi'Iow is iiiidcr this Act, shall he H. ehorjje 

on till- rstatr left l»v her fiusi>aiiM, or tho ostat<* whh'h beloii^iMl at tht* tlim* of his 
deatl' to tin* nridividi'd faiiiilv of whirh ho was a luemlier whm he dic’d, and sliall not 
be aiT*'cte«l by any testaniont wliieh ;j hu.^band ncay make durinjj his lifetime to the 
detrinnnt of the widow’s rij^hts as seeured to her by this Aet.’^ 

What does that mean ? It meaas this. Under tlie provisions of 
lliis Bill, Diwan Bahadur Sarda would like to jrive. in case the husband 
dic*s leavintr no sons, Ili<‘ entire estate to his widow, but. if there are any 
.sons, then .she* slionld o'c’t an ecpial sliarc‘ of the property alonjr with her 
sons wlic’ther it was under l)ay;ddia<ra or .Mitakshara. Take, for instance, 
th(‘ f|nestion of a husi)and l«*avincr a w'idow without any sons, liidcu* the 
])r(cvisions of this Bill, that widow* would ]>e entitled to the entire estate 
of the' linsband. Now, if yon n‘ad the* last elansc*. you will tind that it 
says that the riirhts sc’ennsl to this woman slionld not l>«‘ disfiosed of by 
tiie hn>band in any manner dnrin<; his life time. That is lo say the 
man is alh»wod t<» earn, but not to spend it since it would afl'ecr tlie riurht 
eri'iited lor the* woman in the* mitire propeu’ty. He does not mak*^ any 
distilledicni between the self-ae<|nin*d property and the aiieestral j»n.>- 
perty. 'fherefore. tin* etfeet of it is that dnrin^^ the life lime of <he 

himband. In* eannot cl<*a1 with ibt’ propt*rty in a inanm*r whieh may be 
(mnstrned to alfi’et the rights iriven to tin* widow under this Bill. In 
othc’r words, what Diwan Bf-ihadur Sarda wants is to ereate for the 

husband a widow's e^1at»*. If riirhtly imderslood. it ^s not c’veii a 

widow's (’state. It is merely a life* estate, be*eanse a widow'> estatf’. as 
the House* is aware’, is soinedhiiiir more than a lift* estate. She has always 
pot the power to alienate* preeperty nndt*r ee‘rtai]! limitfitions. Slie eau 
make small pifts of ])ro|)erly and eve’ii sell the entire pn^perty if the in¬ 
come is too small to maintain Inn* in eomfeirt, and so fewtli. 1. thend'ore. 
consider this me;i.sure as a le'lroprade mea-sun* so far as that as])e^ct of 
the Bin is eoneerned. Apain, my Honourable friend, Diw’aii Baliadur 
Sarda, was pleased to state that, in ae-eordanco with the wdslies of this 
House, lie modified liis Bill, inasmuch as he does not propose to pive 
any shai’e to the wddow under this Bill. Has he done that mnv ? 
I submit, no. He pives under certain conditions the entire estate to 

the widow and, under certain other conditions, he gives the income of 
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that estate in equal shares with sons if tJicre are any sons. Is this a 
satisfactory' solution or modification of the measure iii consonance witJi 
the approved and expressed views on this House on the last occasion f 

1 would further like to point out that there is one difficulty which 
must present itself to all of us and, as refrards that fiiffieulty, I nii«;ht 
quote the words of the Advocator (leneral of Madras. On tlie last 
occasion, the Advocate General of ^ladras was pleased to state : 

“ Tlu' l:nvvcr lookiiijj on tlu‘ Himlii Inw as u svstoin from the siMontilii* point of 
▼ifw mny woll fool approlR'iisivo tlio Bill innv j)ro<lin*o anoniiiloiiis results ami 

have the efl'eot of convertiiifj the Ilimlii 1 :iav into a iiioii^^rtl system without basic 
priiicij»los to ^juide us. I'iecemeaJ legislation on any paiticular toj)ic in rhe /ield of 
Hindu Ian wJiich appeals to a jiarticuhir legislator is sure to briii^ about im’xfritalde 
confusion. • ’ 

Mr. B. V. Jadhav Mlomhay (Vntral l)ivisi(»n : Xoii-.Miihaininadan 
Rural) : Who is to iutrodiiee a code of law ! 

Mr. B. Sitaramaraju ; My lionourabb* friend is lahnurin-' under 
tlu* same delusion whieh my 1 loiioiirahle friend, Diwan Bahadur Sarda. was 
labouring; under on the last oecasioii. Diwaii Bahadur Sarda, on that 
occasoiii, was sayinpr, if y’oii do not want to make i)iecem(‘al iunauls into 
the Hindu law, do you want me east the whole Hindu law into tlie 
sea and introduce a ditf(‘re‘iit system alto«retlu‘r ? That is not what was 
said even by the Advocate General of Mailras and other learnt'd advo¬ 
cates on tlie last occasion wlio went into this question. They said that 
the Hindu law was such a complicated svstem tliat to attempt to so 
into it. 

Diwan Bahadur Harbilas Sarda fAjmer-Merwara : General) : 
What law i.s not a complicated system ? Is the Hindu law alone a com¬ 
plicated sy.^iteTn ? 

Mr. B, Sitaramaraju : It Is much more complicated tliaii others. 

Diwan Bahadur Harbilas Sarda : The Hindu law is less e(nnfdi«‘ated 
than the EnprlLsh law or the Roman law. If my Honourable friend had 
studied Hindu law, he would find that it is less comidicated. 

Mr. B. Sitaramaraju : I am sorry my Honourable friend has not 
yet learned to understand a Jaw about which he tries U) speak with 
assurance. But let me* proceed. On the last occasion, what the learned 
Vakils and other Advocates, who jrave expression to their opinion on 
this matter, .siud was, the law Ikmii*? such a complicated .system, so far 
as the Hindu.s were concerned, it was far better you took one jjroup of 
that portion of the law, for in.stance, the law relatirifr to women under 
the Hindu law. You cau make there such changes and s(*e that, in 
making tliose chanjres, yon do not flo inju.stiee to other int(‘n*sts con¬ 
cerned. That was what those learned Advocates Sfiid. They do not 
state, a new code of laws .should be substituted for the Hindu Law as 
my Honourable friend, Mr. Jadhav, W()uld like tin* House to understand, 
but even that is not inipo.ssible if he were to remember that even at 
the present moment in Travancore there was a eommittee appointed to 
go into the whole question of the Hindu law and to make changes to 
miit the pre.sent day needs and to .see whether such modifications could 
not be made in the whole system so as to bring out a new code of laws. 
That was done by the Travancore State. 
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Diwan Bahadur Harbilas Sarda : My present Bill makes no modi¬ 
fication of the Hindu law at all. It does not touch any principle of the 
Hindu law. The question of maintenance is a part of the Hindu Jaw 
and it is well known that my Bill only provides how this maintenance 
is to l)e calculated. Xo principle of Hindu law is at all affected by this 
Rill and, therefore, all theis<» remarks are irrelevant. 

Mr. B. Sitaramaraju : I do not mind hcinici- drawn into a discussion 
with the Honourable the Law Member, but T do not want to enter into 
a diNeu.s.sio»i with my Ilfmoiirable fm(md, Diwan Bahadur Sarda, w'hose 
vi<*ws of Hindu law .seem to be ditf(‘rent from those of ours. T would, 
however, like t^> priv«* a fair undei-stamlin" of the problem which has 
l»eeji Iroublinjr my Honourable friend, Diwan Bahadur Sarda. AVhat he 
wants is to ^nve a fix<‘d amount of maintenance to the Hindu wiflow. 
So far so jrf>od. It is not diflficult to appreciate tliat. But, according 
to him. the amount of inaintenanee whieh he would like to give is the 
ineome of the entire estate of the hiishand when joint, if he dies with¬ 
out sons and an c(jiial s]iar<‘ if In* has sons. He says that so far as the 
riglit of maintiMifinee js (‘fujeerjiefl. it dej)ends mostly u])on the pb-asure 
of the relative's of the husband. This is wholly incorrect. Tlie main- 
teruin<*<* of a Hindu widow do«*s not at all depend U[>on the sweet will 
and plea.sure of lier husband‘s relatives. Tt da])ends upon wha.t the 
(’onrts tliink to he a prof)er maintenance to be given to a Hindu widow, 
heeausi' the ultimate authority in all these matters is the Coiir* and the 
priiu iple wliicdi guides a ('oiirt in giving Tuaint(‘nanee to a widow is this. 
Tile amount of the widow’s maintenance is to be settled having regard to 
the value of the estate, to the position and the status of tlH‘ deceased 
huNl)aii<l and of the widow as well as to tln^ mode of lif(' of the family 
during tin* husband’s life tiine and also having regard to wliat amount 

would he suniei(*nt to alhuv the widow to live consistently with a 

widow’s position in the same degive of comfort and with tlie same 
reasoiiahh' luxnr>’ of life as in the husband’s life time ; and her proper 
maintenance should include ‘‘ not only the ordinary expenses of living, 
but also that whieli she might reasonably exixuid for religious and other 
duties incident to tin* station in life which she might occupy 

These are the princijiles upon which the Courts decree a proper main- 
tenaiK'e of a widow. Dii an earlier occasion, my ITonourahle friend, Diwan 
Bahadiir Sarda, sahi lliat it was true that Hindu widows, most of them 
being illiferat*’, did not know their rights. Rut, may 1 ask, whetiicr an 
extension of lu*r rights wouhl make her know more of her rights than she 
kiKuvs now ? That is not the remedy. T have no ohjeetion if a certain 

portion of the ineome is to he d«'finitely s(»ttled, if that can be eonsid(‘red 

a desirable change in law ; hut. before yon ask a defi?iite portion of the 
income of the (*state to he given to a widow, you have t(> consider what in 
the exi.sting position of tlie law. It is Very elastic*. It gives ]K>v,er to a 
(kuirt of law. in its unfetten»d discretion, to judge from all the aTteiuiiug 
circninstanees as to what would be a prcqier amount of maintonaine to the 
widow, wluu’eas a liard ami fa.st rule would not be of the same value as an 
elastic I’nle whieh the law now has. That is one point for consideratitui. 

Another point wliich I should like to mention is that there are a 
number of other interevsts be.sides that of a widow whicli require to be con¬ 
sidered. Thc*re are the interests of other ])ers(uis entitled to maintenance. 
There are the marriage expenses and similar other charges. If the 
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widow jrots the whole income aeconJinir to this Bill, how arc those other 
interests to be safeffuanled ? Would tin* inaiutenance of umnarried 
daiitifhters, and other ])ei*soiis, male and l(*male, lial)li‘ to be luaiatiiined, 
be a (’harfrt* on the widow's iiieome ? It will not be. Tlierefore, tJiat point 
also lias to be considered. i\s rejrards the idea of my Honourable fi-iend 
to liavo a sort of uniform law for the Avhole of India with ref?ard to tlie 
rights of women, that is a mueh bif?j?er job than he really thinks. 
Because, here in this country, tliere are many systems of law ; tluMe is tlie 
Daijabha(j(i. Mitakshara. Mayuhha. and there is also the 
system oV the south. Then, tlun-e are also the customary laws trovt j-niii" 
otlier people. At one time, it was the ambition of m.v Honourable friend 
to have one law Avith regard to this subject tliroujrhout the wh(»l(* oT Iiitlia, 
but it was found, wlnui the opinions were et>lleet(Mi on tin* last oei'asion. 
tliat then^ w(*re systems of laAv liki‘ the Marmnakkulhinjiuu law of th'* south, 
where the rights are more than he can hope to ^nve under this liill. So he 
has eontined the Hill ikjw to only Ihnjahhatia and Miinkshm a. These iwo 
are entirely (litf(*ren1 systems. I iiav<‘ no obj(‘etion if any one sysUnn. taluni 
by itst'lf, ]*(‘quires any moditieation if ^ueh modification is made in ihe liirht 
of modern conditions. 1 would Aveleoim* it ; but to irroup (Mitirely .lilf<‘r(‘jit 
S3’st.eni.s of law and try to ])iek rnit one which is jrood here* and another 
which is {zooil tliere and try 1<* make out a law appt‘ars to us not proper 
and this may lead to results Avhieh my Honourable friend would iievei* ajzree 
to have. 

Sir, J Avould like, witli a ftov words more, to (*oncJude n<ov. The whole 
difficulty of tiiOse ji'overiKMl by Hitakshara is this. 1 will ^dve one e.\amp]e 
to show how we, who ai'c <rov«‘rned by the MihikslHini laAv, find it diriieull 
to acc.ej)t these proA isions. Tin* difficidty is ihls. Supposinir a i'alher is 
d('ad. There is a mothei*. The son leav(‘s tin* mother and his widoAV 
behind Avith tAvo son;- and daujxbfers. Aeeonlin^ to tin* j)rop<u*i:(m in 
which the income is to be divided under these pro\dsions, assuming the 
income i.-- li.s. 1.000 a yea?-. Us .'>00 \A<mhI ir<* to the mother. Iis. ifoO would 
go to tlie .^on's widow and tin* two jrrandson.s Avill have only Us. 2')«). That 
is. out. oT thi.', (‘.state of Us. .1,000, Us. 7o0 Avill go to the tAvo wom(*n and 
Tus. l^-iO will b(* all that will remain to the two sons and, with that iocome 
of lli") each, they Avill be under obligation lu maintain the (»iher members 
of tlu‘ family, sueh as unmarried sister.s, ete., Avho liavi* a right for main- 
tenam'e. 1 do not thiiik ii is at all fair. 

Hiwan Bahadur Harbilas Sarda : It Avill not be tin* duty oi* the 
sons to Jiiaintain tin* mother and tin* iirandmolln*!’ at’t.(*r they have had tlieir 
.sha]*(*. 

Mr, B. Sitaramaraju : I Avas saying that tin* motbor Avill get Us. 500, 
tin* son’.s widoAV will get Us. JoO, and the grand.soiLs Avill only g(*l Us. 250 
and tin* grandsons will have to maintain the others entitb'd to mainieiianee. 

Diwan Bahadur Harbilas Sarda : If 1 have beard Mr. liaju aright, 

I say that tin* grandsons will not have to maintain either the motlier or tlm 
grandmother, b(*eanse they have got their shares. 

Mr. B. Sitaramaraju : 1 never said that they still Avill liave to be 
maintained after taking the son’s share of the ine.ome. The Avliole trouble 
with Diwan Bahadur Sarda is that lie does not understand the other.s' 
point of view. What 1 was saying was that there were other peop.lc like 
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unmarried sisters and also evf*n male members who were required ic be 
maintained out of tiie income of the estate, and they would liave to be 
maintained hy the nrraiidsons wlio had so small a share. ‘ Is it fair ! So far 
as 1 can understand pidilie opinion jii my part of Ihe country, T think 
peojde, whr) are jroverned hy tht* Mitakshara. vonhl stronirly object to 
chanties of tliis descriptimi in tlieir law. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt ''Ihirdwan Divisinn : Xon-yinhaiJimadan 
Kural) : Sii*. let me assure the House tlmt I am not to horc the 

ITouse with <»l)srrvations on principles of IJindu law and tiiejr institution* 
a?id eiistoms. If I rise at all, it is only tfi point out that clause o of the 
l>i!l is (juite unnecessary. We belong to llie Daffdhhfifjn Scliool ami 1 am 
not eoiieerned witli wha-t happens to my friends, Mr. (laya Prasad Singh 
Jiiid i'aiidit h'am Ki'lslina dlja. Sir, 1 think every student of hnv knows 
that, under the Dtniahhiuia, a son is ImmukI to maintain the mother if lie 
inhei*its liis father'.s property, and. if there is a j>artition h^tween the 
sons, the nifJther get.s a >liaro. I do not know what was the neeessity of 
ii]<*orpnra!ing this l)(in<ihha(in law. atsmt wliieli it setnn.N my lJonoiiral)le 
friend iias no knowledge, having administ<‘r(*d the law in a provim-e wliere 
does not jirevail. So I stdmiit that he has not taken tlie same 
ear*' as \\«* would expeid fiMnn a man of his ernditioti in framing this P»ill. 
Ih< lliat as it may, its tin* l.aw Member lias asked for eirenlati<ni, and it 
st‘ems that, every otie of us is agreed on that ))oiiit, hd us havt* eire.ulation 
wifl.'nut furth(‘r boring the House \vilh our own views about llie law on 
tliis and tliat subject. 

Rai Bahadur Lala Brij Kishore (Ltioknow Division : Non-^liiham- 
madati Puralj : Sir, this Dill has Ix^en introduced to fix the amount of 
mainteiiatiee to which Hindu widows are eiitilled and to make that main- 
lenaiice a chargt* on their Im.sbands’ family ]*)rop(‘rty. and this shall not 
he etVeeted hy any testaimnit w'hieh a htishaiid may make during his life 
time to the detriineni of the widow's rights as s(‘eured to her by this Act. 
In ill is Dill, th(‘ .Mover <inly wants to lay down certain broad principles 
whicdi, without attempting to alter the Hindu Law of Juheritance. may to 
some I'xteiit mitigate the sutferings to which tlie Hindu wddow's are sub¬ 
jected owing to the abs(*nee of provisions in the Law of Inheritance. 

Sir, nobo<ly (‘an d(*Tiy that the plight of Hindu widows reouires 
amelioration and sympathy should be shown to them. So it is a iitves- 
saiy pi(*ee of legislation as it affords greaf relief to Hindu widow's whose 
rigiits. under the existing systenn of Hindu Law', are meagre and n*quire 
tu b(‘ (‘iilarged ill view of tin* rapidly changing conditions of the Hindu 
.soei(*ty in modern times. Ibit 1 would, however, like tliat suitable pro¬ 
visions slnmkl be made in Ihi' Dill to make it clear that a Hindu wiclow', 
w'hose maintenance w'ould U* tixed, would enjoy that maintenance as a 
charge on her liusliand’s proi)erty as long as she does not re-marry. 
I think the litth* comfort that a Hindu w’idow' requires slnnild In' ensured 
by law' by fixing her maintenance as long as slio does not re-maiTV. This 
Bill, if ]>ass(*d after some improvement in addition to doing good to the 
widows, will help in strengthening the joint family systems ; for. the 
widow’s, ev(*n if not starved, are oppressed and ill-treated and will remain 
in their families and keej) the family together and keep up the old tradi¬ 
tions of Hindu society. Thousands of widow’s are driven away from their 
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homes and the way they are forced to live is a standing disgrace to Hindu 
society, if their maintenance be fixed, they will add to the unity and The 
happiness of the whole family for. as ]\Ianii truJy says, where womeJi are 
respected, the families prosper and Jiaj>))ine8s reigns A happy and 
contented widow will bring a snnsliiiie to a family otherwis<* ilarkened 
by shadows of family dilfemices. This Bill does not give any right to 
the Hindu widow to become the sole owner of h(*r deceased husband’s 
])orsonal proj)erty, it is only for fixing her nuiintenance, and no son, 
grandson, great grandson or anybody, to whom ihe Milakshara or 
Dayabliaga gi\es any rights, can be disinherited by this. As to what 
sl'oiild hapj)en to tiie share in case she re-marrie>, may be clearly set 
ont by a elaus(‘ in tlie Bill and such other def(‘ct as may he round in tlie 
Bill in its ])i*esent form can be set riirht wheinwer this Bill will go to 
tlie Select (’omiiiittee. Sir, the views mentioned above are my jansonal 
views, but 1 would like to obtain ])ublie opinion bi‘f(»re this Bill is j)ass<*d 
into laAV, as th(*re should be no change in our laws framed by the vener¬ 
able K’ishis of old Avithout obtaining the ojunions of Hindu Jurists and 
of the Hiiulu community Avliich Avould be atVeiMed by it. So, llie Bill 
should be (u'rculated for eliciting fudJic ojiinion thereon. 

Mr. S. 0. Sen (Bengal National Chamber (>1' Commerce ; Indian 
('ommeree^ : Sir, it is not necessarv Vor auc to »‘ntev into tin* detaWs of 
the Bill. There has iu*en MiftieoMit eritieism from tie* learned Lmav 
^ leniber and e.lso from .Mr. Ba.ju. If any eritieism is necessary, the 
last danse in the Bill i'^ not onlv '*bnoxion>. hut i^ absolutely damoTous. 
The last clau.se in the Bdl is to prevent testannmtary disposition hy the 
deceased oAvmu* of his property so as to pn'.imliee. the riglits of the 
Avidow. Now. if a sonlchs man dies, the Avirinw. aeeording t«) the Bill, 
will lie entitled to the Avliole ineome. Supposing the ineoim* is more 
than a lakh of rupees, the widoAV Avill get it, hut the testator will not 
be able to make any t(‘stamentary dis|>osition fm- eharifable purfioses 
or for otlier purfioses : he Avill have to JeaA’c the Avhole of the t>ro]>(Tty 
to the Avidow. That is a thing which is ])re])osteroiis on the faee of it. 
It is, therefore, necessary that the Bill should 1><* cireulated, ami 1 sup¬ 
port the motion moved by the Honourable the Law Member : hut my 
grievariee is that the time to report is t(K) sliort. It has been fixed at 
31st Deeem'bcr, 1933. The matter is a very complicated one and will 
raise more complicated issues than av<‘ think of. To take one instance, 
what would he the condition of a AvidoAv Avho g(>es Avrong tin* day after 
the husband dies ? Will slie be entitle<l to continue to enjoy the Avhole 
of the ineome during her immoral life ? Of course 1 know that the 
British Indian Hindu laAv on the subject favours the immoral Avid«»Av to 
(fontinue to enjoy tlie Avhole of th(‘ property : but that Avas not the 
intention of the Shastrakars or of the original Hinnhi laAv : but that has 
been made ease laAv hy the Indian Oourts, by Judges who <lid not under¬ 
stand the Hindu laAv, hut Avho took only the opinion of Pandits. This 
also ought to l>e considered by a progressive man like DnA^an Bahadur 
Harbilas Sarda. Puder ihe.se cireiimstanees. T support tlie motion, hnt 
I would like that the time may be enlarged a bit to enable all shades 
of public opinion including Hindus and learned men to give their con¬ 
sidered views on this subject. Five months is not enough to change a 
law which has been in existence for centuries and centuries. 

Some Honourable Members : The question may now be tint. 
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Mr. LaJcband Navalrai (*Sind Non-Muliammaclan Rural) : Sir 
I fully recognise that this is not the stage when we should make loli# 
speeches—at least we should not go into the contested fioints which are 
invoivcid in this question which, I may say, might throw Diwan Bahadur 
Sarda into rage. My point at present is that it cannot possibly be said 
that this small Bill is Avithout difficulties ; and T am in full agreement 
with the Honourable the Law Member that there are several (pi(‘s1io!is to 
be cfuisidered. My Ilononralile friend, Diwan Bahadur Sarda, should 
not b(* und(‘r any niiscon(*eption that 1 Avill not hel]) in his progressive 
measures ; byt 1 must say that the ]>rineiples and i)ractie<*s, which llimlus 
from time immemorial have stuck to. cannot be lightly treated now. So, 
withmit going into th(‘ merits of the ca>.e, I will make a fcAV otiNcrvations 
as regards the difficidties to he solved and upon which public o[)inion is 
absolutely nec'essary. First, as we all knoAv, !he nonnal condition of 
Hindus is that of a joint Hindu family. If my word is not accepted, 

1 can (piote authorities. Now. this Bill is likely to caus(‘ disiuption in 
the .joint Hindu family system. We are accustomed to tlie jtunt Hindu 
family Avhieh is so ver\ felieii^njs to oiir eonditinns and very h<*)prul too. 
lint noAv West(*ni inllnenees havt* ('onn* in to te;j(‘h us individuality ; the 
wife is allured hy individuality to he hy luTself ; the husianid does 

tlie same thim*’ ; the sou do(‘s not lik*' to lu* joint witli the fatfier. and sO 

on. TlMMM'i'ore. my tear is that this mav not disi“in)t our societ.v. Tliere 
vs a mottn \n western c(n\\\\r\es “ Vlvevy one Vor Uunsetf and fox 

all " whieh we should beware of. ThereVrwe. this is a \)o’iit upon 

whi<*li the public must 1 m‘ irivefi a voier*. i tHUsonally, Iifuvevtu* had to 
hi-long to a .joiiiT Hindu family, not otily of <nns. but of froth' ! s. and. so 
] l-nou wliai au’vantaires there arc in it. I shall not now go any iiutc 
i};to the disadvantages wliich prevail «*wing to the ])resent Western waves. 
Next is the question of survivorship witli the joint Himlu family. Of 
course, Ih'Ugfdi geiitlevuen do mn care for that and they will m>t eon- 
sider v.het!i(‘r survivorship lives or not. But sunivorship has lived and 
done great g<»o<l. Thi.N also must he eonsitlcred. Tin* third very im¬ 

portant quewtinn is tills : the Bill says : 

“ Whereas it is expedient to fix thr aiiiouiit of Tnaiiiteiiaiiee to whirli Hindu widows 
are entitled and to niak<’ that niaintenaiire a eharjje on tluir hush;inds’ family pro¬ 
perty. ' ’ 

N(»w as to the* latter portion about making it a cliarge on the family 
property- it is not even necessary to legi.slate : the existing Hindu law 
lias already provide<l for it ; the property which is inherited is always 
subject to maintenance being a first charge nj^on it Therefore, what we 
are eoneei’ued with is the first portion. It may be said that everybod.v 
has got sympathy with the widow and the law allows maintenance to be 
given to tlo' Avidow Avliicdi Avill In* a charge on the ])rnperty. But the 

]>oiiil that pn gressive nii'iiihers of tin* '■oeiety Avant is to fix it. But hoAV 

very difficult it is. 1 may give just (»ne instance to shoAv that it might 
be defrinieiilal to the interests of the AvidoAvs themseh’e.s if this main¬ 
tenance i.s fix(*d. I illustrate it by a living instance. A man left property 
worth Rs 1.000. If half the properly had been gi\'en to the widow, she 
Avonld have get Rs. uOO. Tn the instance T am giving, tlie w;do\v 1i\'ed 
for about fifty years after she In'camo a AvidoAv. Tf she had got only 
Rs. 500, Aviiat Avould have. ha]>peiie«l to her ? Fonld sin* possi))ly liave 

lived on that amount for fifty years ? Tin* joint family members were 

solicitious to her and were also conscious of the fact that they should not 
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givt* her a linap Mini, but that they should give her some nlinvimee and 
they iixeii it at Ivs. ](t a month, amt, for fifty 3 'ears, she got this allow¬ 
ance, anioiinlMig in aJJ to b.OOO. Therefore, I say. if yon arc going 
to fix the aTnoim;. yon might ht‘ doing great liarin to tfu* widows. .1 agree 
that on this and the other (ine.stioiis public opinion should la* ohlaint'd 
by cii’cnlalion a?jd a very wid(‘ one, so that all kinds of |)(‘oj)Je may give 
tlieir Aiews, and. after tliat, w’e might considei* w’hetJn*r tlie Jiill should 
or should not h** ])assed. I, lliendnre, supjiort the anumdnumt. 

Diwan Bahadur Harbilas Sarda : sir, 1 am very sorry I liave not 
had tile ad\ant.‘i,ge oi' listening to tin* speech of the Jlonoiu’able the lanv 
MeinlH*!* wdu‘n lie jiroiiosed tlie amendment to my motion in regard to 
cirenlation. As I had not ilieen piiite w«‘ll. I was not able to come earlier, 
i am. tliereiore, not in a iiosition to say anything as to whai has I'allen 
from liim. ] came in when my friend, Mr. Itajii, was sj)eaking, and 
j I slionl.i like lo say a word or two wdtii regard 

to eertain observations that he made on tliis P.ill. 
lie said that ihis Bill would d<» away with the testamentary rigiits of 
tile hushaml and that if the husband wdslie.s to maki* a testament with re¬ 
gard to bis ju-operty if tliis ilill is passed, be.would not be able to do so. 
Now, if a Juisb;ni(l wants to make a 1 estam(‘nt «lepriving liis widow of 
any interest in the proj>erty to wdiieh she l)i‘('onie,s possessed al'tiT his 
dealli, tiien eert.iinly the husband should be jireveiited from making a 
testament to the disadvantagt* of bis wddow. If tiie husband dot's not 
make any testament wdiieh is disadvantageous to tin* wddow. 

Mr. B. Sitaramaraju : What about .self-aetjuired jirojan'ty t 

Diwan Bahadur Harbilas Sarda : Wlu'ther st'lf-aefpiiri'd or not, 
under tlie ancient Hindu law. as soon as a woman is married to tln^ man, 
she becomes the eo-ow’n(*r of the property. Tht*re ai*e any number of 
texts to show’ tliis, but all that is gmie now’ ; still J bow* to tin* prin¬ 
ciples on whieli the ])resent Hindu law’ is liased. T ask. Sir, does, a 

■woman, wln-n she is married, cease to have any rigJits in tliis world ? 

J)ot*s she Ix'come right less ? Does sjie beconn* a st t/in* (»r a piece of 
W’ood ! Jlas siie not a soul ? lias siie not got a life to live in 
this >vorld ! Why sliould you detirive tliat woman (d' all her 
legitimate rights ! Why sliould you ignore her, when you are 
so solicit ions id' Hie righs of all tin* revei’sioiiers <*r survivors 

and other iieojile in tlie w’()rJd My frit'nd, .Mr. Ifajn. is so 

solicitous of the rights of tin* survivors or tin* reversi«)nei*s, but what 
aboiP the w’idow' w’lio passed all her life wdtli her liusliand, and w’ho 
bore him so many ehildren ? Is slie not to liave any rigids ? Voii do 
not w’fint to look to her interests and rights, while, you are anxious to 
protect the rights of tlie surviv<»rs and reversioners. This is tlie 
mentality, the slave mentality of my countrymen today. So long, 1 say 
it w’ith all the emphasis at my command, so long as our peo])lo do not 
do .iustice to their womenfolk, they wdll live in perjielual political sub¬ 
ordination. So long as ycai are not .iust to your own mothers, to your 
©■wn sisters, so long as you are not just to tlie women, you wdll not get 
justice yourselves. You do not care for the poor woman, you only care 
for yourself, and if you continue to keep up that mentality, J am sure 
you are doomed. 
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My i’ruTid, Air. Hjijii, quoted the Advocate (ienenil of Madras but 
I say Willi du(. respect, Sir, tliat all that the x\dvocate General said is 
now irrelevant, leeause what he said pertained to niv last Bii] which 
^''ave the vvidon' a share in the property of her husband, and that of 
course, did uitrrffirv with the iaw of inheritance wiiieh obtains among 
the Hindus. Hut this Bill does not give a share to the widow, this Bill 
does not give Jier any absolute right in any j)roj)eriy. It only nguJates 
the amount of niaintenanc*e to be given which is recognised by all 
schools of Jlindu thougJit. What that maintenance shall be, I have 
tried to tix. If it does not meet with the acceptance of this House, 
the Select Committee can alter it. I don't mean to say that what I 
have fixed is irrevocable like laws of the Medes and the ancient 
i'ersinns. M.v object is that the Hindu wddows in India should be put 
in a better jiosition. That is all. If any changes have to be made in 
the Bill, the S(‘l(‘ct Committee is the proper fonim \vhere this can be 
(lone, (’ireulation will ii(»t help. Circulaticui does not mean that every 
man to whom the Bill is circulated will give his opinion in detail ; but 
even if cvinyluKly giv(*s bis own siiggj*stions, they will all liave to be 
c(»nsi(lercd in the Select (!onimittee. 

My fricinl also n^ad out some port if>n from some judgnunit, I believe, 
whifdi said lliat the amount of niaintenanee which should be given to a 
widow must be n‘gnlated by certain considerations. I (piite agree, but 
Ihffsf' principles liave no statutory fore** ; tiie,v are not law. They are 
nuu’ely principles which may (,'r may not he acted upon and whicli, in 
99 cas<‘s oiil of KK), are init acted upon at the jirestuit time. I know of 
eases.- I have* lieeii a Judge myself,—1 know of cases which came before 
Courts, in which Hindu widows were given sometimes Its. 4 and Ks. 5 
a nionlii while, when their husbands were alive, they had servants and 
a good lions.e. (At this stage* sf»veral Honourable AlembfU's were 
laugliing.' My tbuir friends, it is no use laughing, but if ,V(*u go into 
these matters ('arerully and investigate tlie thing, .vou will find that the 
condition (d’ wiflows iji maiyv cases is most deplorable. And why ? 
Bci'aiiv.' they have im legal rights. If the.v had legal rights, the case 
wfuih! not have been so Ijad, tnit because of lack of legal rightK their 
condition is hopeless in many eases. I quite agree that in many ease.s 
in respectable families the condition of tlie Avidows is not at all bad. 
Tlu‘ir wf>rd is law. I know of widows who exercise ]>aramount authority 
in household a’tVairs. I don't mean to say that every widow in India 
is in a fiepbirable condition—not at all, but there are many who are 
in a very fleplorable condition, and. to ameliorate their lot. 1 Inn^e 
brought forward this measure. 

My friend stioke about a case in which a man left property the 
income of which Avas Rs. 1,(KX1 ; according to the IVill, my friend says, 
she will get Rs. otH), the son's Avife Avill rret Rs. 2r)0, and the grandson 
will g(‘l Ks. 250, and lie Avil) have to maintain tin* family. As 1 heard 
him, ! thouLdil that he nuant that the charge of maintaining the grand- 
mot ln*r and the mother Avoubl he on him! but he explained later that 
he did not mean that. What lie meant to say Avas that the grandson 
had to maintain the sisters and other members of the faniil,v. 1 do not 
quite see tin* jioint of his argniiient. He Avill have to maintain them. 
He is the male member of the family, he is the earning member of the 
family. He has got to live in this world with his family and he has 
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^ot to maintain them. Supposing his father or grandfatlier did not 
leave a single pie, would he not still have to maintain them 1 So, that 
question is beside the point, lie has a legal liability to maintain them, 
lie is under a legal liability to arrange and to provide marriage ex¬ 
penses for his sisters. I hit the ]>oint is these eases are very few. You will 
lind that the provisions of this Bill in no way go against the other pro¬ 
visions of the Hindu Law. If they do, 1 have no objection to modify¬ 
ing the thing. I do n(>t want that this should be absolute. TJiis is 
only a sort of standard that I have put down for geniu*al guidance. If 
the Select Coininittee thiidcs that certain modifications sliould be made 
in ordf'i* To b<* just to everylxuiy, I havt? no obj<’ction to those modifications 
being made. When 1 asked that this may be reLuTed to a Seb'ct 
(.'oiiiniift(*e, it mt'ant that if there was anything which could profitably 
be amended in the provisions of this Bill, the Select (Vmimitlce would 
tak<‘ tliat action. 

Some friend of mitie said that the law ])revalent in South India is 
more liberal to women than the Alitakshara or the Dayabhaga law. 
Let it lie so. 11* it is so. 1 liave no <juarj-<*l with it. If ihe widow’s con¬ 
dition, if the legal status of a widow under that law is bettt*r, wi‘ll and 
good, 1 have nothiiig to say. This Rill won't aj)ply to tlnmi. Where 
the legal position of a widow is bad, is deplorable, it is thi‘re only that 
tiiis law will apply. 

The questi(ni of amending the Hindu Law, I admit, is not a very 
easy one, but thi.> Rill does T»ot atiieTid thc‘ Hindu Law at all. It is 
perfectly correct that wlnoi you am^nid any part of a system of law. you 
iiave g(»t to kec]) in mind the bearing that tliat amendment will liavt* on 
f»ther jiarts of that law. 1 quite agree, but, as 1 liavi* said ov(‘r and 
ov( !• ag'(in, this lb'll do(^s not amend any principle of the Hindu Law, and 
eojisoqnently all arguments based iifion I hat jioint of \'iew are not 
rel(‘vanl. 

ft has lieen saiil, and it will be reiterateil in future always wliem*ver 
any measure of social reform is prop;)M»d, tliat it is not right to amend 
tin- Hindu Law pieeei!M*al, This is ati argnuuMit which has absolutidy 
no force. 

Mr. President (Tin* ILuionrabb* Sir Shannuikham (Mietty) : Tlie 
iloiisr stands adjourned till Half Past Two. 

The Assembly then adjournefi for Lumdi till Half Past Two of the 
Hlocl^. 


The Assembly re-assembled after Liuieb at Half Past Two of the 
(/lock. .Mr. Presi<lont ^Tlie Honourable Sir Shanmukliam (’belly' In (he 
(Tiair. 


Diwan Bahadur Harbilas Sarda : Sir, a few minutes ago, an Honour¬ 
able Mixiiber of this House asked me Avliy should a busliami Ik* prevented 
from (xercisiug liis testamentary rights and leavinir bis widow unpro¬ 
vided for. if she does not obey him. Xow, I want to ask liim vvbat liappens 
if the husband acts irnjiroperly. Another question was, wliat, if shi* goes 
wro'ig ? I asked what, if the son goes wrong, if tlu* male mi«!mhe]“s of the 
family go wrong and waste the whole of tlje landed property leaving tlie 
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women unprovided for and starving f Has any gentleman, who is solici- 
tioiis oi the rights of the male members, brought forward any BiJl to restrict 
tile riglits of a male member, if he is on the high road to ruin. Unfortu¬ 
nately 1h(‘ fact is that the very conception of a woman, her status and her 
rights, jjeJd by some of my friends, is defective, prejudiced and unjust. 
i\lan;s (•!’ these geiit]em<*n regard women as chattel, as born only to minister 
to the nt*eds of men, to pass their lives as slaves, as household necessities, 
but without any indejiendent existence, without any legal rights of their 
own. The husband commits no wrong. Just as in England the King eom- 
niils no u rong, in Hindu society, the husband commits no wrong. A woman 
aiNNays docs wrong if sJie does not obey her husband in every detail. Lln- 
forlunately this is not Hinduism. This is not Hindu Law, so far as the 
t<*\ts go. ^My friends are unwillijig to give women tlieir rights, <dementary 
rights, in faet the very lirst step towards doing them justice that this Bill 
\vi;;iis lo do, and themselves want more and more liberty, more rights and 
ju.'.tiee I'o!* tliemselves from Government. JMay J resjjeel fully bog 
Uhmi to prove tliemselves worthy of the rights they themselves ask for, of 
tin* justice they demand by giving their own mothers, sisters and daughters 
their rights and treat them with a little more justice. 

Ml'. President (The IJotJourabic Sir Shaumukham Ghelty; : The 
<jUestion is : 

That the Bill to hx the amount of mainteuunce to which lliuciu widows ore 
eiititjou ho cirouhUvd i’or the puri>oso of olicitiug opinion thereon by the 1st Doooiuber, 

Tin* motion was adoj)t(*d. 


THE INDIAN “ KllADDAll (NAME PBOTECTK)N.. BILl.. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh .Mu//afarpur cum Champaran : Non* 
.Mu.hammadan ; Sir, I lieg to move : 

•• riiot tli(' Ihll lo provido for tin* |»i*oto<'tio!i of tin* nonios ‘ Khiohlar ’ ;unl 
‘ ivli.oli list'd iis tnolc drs< ri|ii ioii> of tdotli sjmn ond uovon l)y hiiml in Indio, ho 
n foriod ti» a Srlool (’oiiiniittot <on>i.>tiMg of tho llonourablo th** Law Monihor. tho 
Hoiuoirahlf Sir .h»sojili Lhoro. llu* iloiioiirahlo Sir l-'raiik Noyi-o, Mr. Ahd.il .Matin 
( ii.iiidliiiiy. Sir Laiin lot (iraliam, Mr. S. ('. .Mitra, Sardar Sant Singh, Mr. II. U. V'.iri, 
3h. Si-n, Mr, \'idya Sagar I'aiidya, Mr, rp])! Sahoh l»aha«lur, Mr. .1. ihiinsay 

Si-iiJ!. h'aja !JaIia<!i;r l!, Kri.slm.innndiariar, Kliaii Bahadur Ilaji Wajiliuildiii and the 
.Movi'i, and that tho iininhor lU" nioinht-r.s whoso prosonoo sl:all ho nooossar\ lo iun‘':i1ino 
a niffliii;^ of tho <'oininittoi* shall h<' tivo. *' 

Sir, when tlii*-' Bill was last before llie House, oii wiiieh d;iy the moTlon 
for eir<*tila! Ion was e irried, I e.xplaiiied very hrietly the objeei of my Bill. 
Tie* ,,!\ioct is to ju-oleet the names “ Khaddar ’’ and “ Kliadi " uiioei the 
iMerehandise .MarUs Aet, and to prevent spurious elotii, whirb is jirodneed 
in mtils eitluu* in India or in fi»r»*igi« e<*nnlri»^s, from being palmed olT on 
the nnsnspi'eting jniblie under the nanus of “ Kbaddar *’ and “ Kliadi 
] ‘juoied on tbat oee ision llie appropriate .seetion of Ilit‘ Indian rehan- 
di.v Aiarhs A(*t whieli gives th.e definition of travle d(‘seription. .'’eernin 2 
of the .M(*reliandise Harks .\et gives llie definition of trade descriptien. and, 
under section (i of tliat Aet, anybody wlio applies a false trtule description 
t(> good ; is punishable with fine or imprisonment. 

Sir, I am glad to aeknowledgt* wdtb gratitude tbat on that oivasion, in 
making the motion for eireulafion on tliis Bill, my Honourable friend, llie 
GomnuM’ec .Member, gave an assurance to this House tliat in making that 
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motion tlie Government did not lunfcssarily intend to oppose the IJiii. Since 
opinions have been collected on this Bill, you will Bnd that thrrr is a nni- 
seiisiis of ojuiiioii aniuiijr the {)ublw bodies and individuals in Divmir of uiy 
liill. J will have to (pioie the opinion of some of the individuals ami f-iihiie 
bodies wJio are in favour of iiiy Bill. Sir J\ C. Hoy from Ga lent la says in 
his letter to me, dated 9th J\lareh last : 

“ Allow me to express my siiieere thanks for givinjr notice of a KliadUiM' Act to 
prevent the manufacture and sale of spurious Klia<ldar. During the hist twelve years, 

I have worn myself out both for the manufacture and i)ropagaudii of Khadilar. Along 
with Sreejiits feijagopalachariar, Rajendra Prasad and other workers, wo have tried our 
best to create a taste and :» demand for Khaddur. Unfortuiuitely, dishonest manufac¬ 
turers of spurious Khaddar have been trading u])on the patriotism of the ignorant 
peoj)le witli the result that there is a set back in the sale of genuine Khaddar to our 
serious loss and detriment. I trust you will persist in your iu)ble efforts and I hope 
they will be crowned with success.” 

Tli(* hVdoratioii of the Indian (’hamhers of Commerce and Imiustry 
have also sui)j)orted my liill, and also the Bihar and Orissa (’hamher of Com- 
meree. Then, the Muslim Chambers of Commeree of Bihar and Orissa 
liavc also supported my Bill. Jn this connection. I should like to know 
from the Government as to the way in whieli such Bills are eireiilated fur 
tlie purpose of eliciting opinion thereon, because, from the j)ritil('d j>apers 
that are before llonourahle Members, they will find that lh(‘ names of the 
Bihar and Orissa (^hamher of Commeree aiul some other bodies are not 
nientioij('d there. 1 do not know whether the Jjoeai Governments i*oneerned 
consulted those bodies or not, hnt the fact remains that their opinions do 
not find a place among the ])rinted ])ap(*r.s that are before Honourable Mem¬ 
bers. Coming now to Bengal, 1 tind that the Anglo-Indian and Ik ini- 
ciled Kurnp(‘an Association of All India and Burma. Calcutta, the Ihmg.'d 
Chamber of Commerce, Indian Chambers of Commerce?, ll'o Jb*ngaJ 
National (liamher of ComnnTee, all of them suj)port th(‘ prineip'-* of my 
Bill. The Bengal Cliainhcr of Commerce says : 

Tlu* (if tlu' (Mi.-iiubcr luivc cxuniiiicd tlu* provisiciiiH of Uu* Dill in 

ecus'.lUilbiU with th»^ Piccegoods Sub-conimittcc of tlo* Phunvlicr '.vnd I Ic.iv.* ‘,ie.orin 
you Ihut they see no pnrtieuhir ('bieethiu to the Will, \n the opinion oV \lv e\\:,Md er 
Coluniil!(*'■ it would be tf» the ndvantng** of the tr.-ide if the use f>f terms Klmd.ln: nnd 
Khadi w(‘re confined strictly to the gemiiiie article, immely, haiidmadi- cloth from h.iml- 
spun yarn.” 

Tin- Indian Chamber of Commerce strongly' r(*eomniends lo lie- Gov¬ 
ernment that tlte Bill siionld hi* passed for the protf*elion of hand spinning 
and hami weaving. Tin* Bengal Xati(»ri il (‘hamlaM* of (’omiJimN*i* also say 
that they do not think tliat there will he any' diffieiilty in (Mihirein;..; tlie 
])rovisions (if tlie Bill, and tliat the trade etistom e.onfin(‘s the use oi’ th • term 
“ Khaddar ” to eotton j)i(‘^'e goods woven by* liarid from handspuii yariu 
Then, Sir, th(' Madras Government have sui)|)orted the principle of my 
Bill, and I beg to eyjfress my thankfuln’ess to that enlightened Government 
whose repres(*ntative we welcome in this House. The Madras Governiuent 
pay : 

The term * Khaddar ’ or * Khadi ’ docs Bignify in coninion usage cloth woven 
on hand looms from hand spun yarn. ’ ’ 

Biwan Bahadur Narasiraharaju Garu, the <*x-JVesident of the Madras 
Legishnivc* Council also supports my Bill, and says : 

The words * Khaddar ’ and * Khadi ’ have acquired a specific meaning and the 
znarket and trade custom dot's confine the use of these terms to cotton goods woven 
by hand from yarn spun by liaiid. I may mention that there will not be any administra¬ 
tive inconvenience when the Bill becomes Jaw.” 
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Tho Tiiticorin (’liainWr of C^ommerce, tlie Malabar Chamber of Com¬ 
merce, ('alieiit, tile (^alieut Chamber of Commerce, the Indian Chamber of 
ConiJiieree, the Codavari C’liamber of Commerce, (V)conada, thi* C;oc(mada 
Chamber of (’omnKTce, the Southern India Chamber of Commerce, ]\Iadras, 
the Miiflras Press Association, the Buckinfj^hain and Karnatie Mills, I.td.' 
Madras, which J understand is a European firm and they Imve the fairness 
to support my Bill, the Madura Kamnath (’hamher of ConumTce, iJie 
Cochin ChamlK‘r of (’ommerce, all support the principles of inv Bill, Diwan 
Bahadur C, R. Mudaliar, M.L.C., Coimbatore, says in his letter : 

‘Mil these piirts trade (‘ustoni does confine the use of the terms ‘ Khaddar ’ and 
‘ Kliadi ’ to (*<»tt()U textiles woven from hand from yarn spun by huml ” ; und (/tci : 
** I do not foresee any administrative iliffieulty in giviiij' effect to tiic Act.’’ 

The European Chamber of Commerce of Bentral also support my Bill, 
so also the Edward Mills Company, Ltd., Beawar. 

Tiien, Sir, there are some f»entlenien in the X. W. K. P., lor instance, 
the Vice-President of the Peshawar Piecegoods Association, who also sup¬ 
port my Bill. In fact, nobody opposes it. Tlie Mercantile (’lianil)cr.s of 
Coiiinierce, United Provinces, Cawnpore, say that it would ati'oi'd protec¬ 
tion to the millions now engaged in the manufacture of “ Kliaddar ’’ and 
th(* cliaiiees of the deception now prevalent will be greatly* alleviated. Tlie 
liin.'histani Mercantile Association of Delhi, tin* Industrial Surveyor of 
Delhi, support my liill. The Director of Industries, Bihar and ftrissa, 
says ; 

“ It Htrm.s clear that the Bill has the support of Indian public opiniojL ” 

Most of the gentbuuen in Assam to whom this Bill was siuit for opinion 
hav'* also supi>(>rted it. The (lovernmenl of Bombay says as folio .vs : 

“ The majority of the commercial Associations who were consulted support the 
Bill, whiJ(’ the Bombay rimmlx'r of (’ommeree and the Bombay MilJowuers .Vs.ociation 
are not in favour of it.” 

With regard to the Bombay Chamber of (’oinrnnierce, ] find from riieir 
letter tliat they are not so much of)p(».sed to the Bill on priiKu'fde. but tl ey 
foresee some difYiculty in administering its provisions. 

'r\\e Fedevat’um of Indian Cbumliers of ('ommeree and Industry. t'\e 
Indian Merehants’ ('liamber, the Maharashtra Ch:.mher fmomer'-e and 
the ]Marwari Chamber of ('ommeree, the Bombay’ Piecegoods Ass(»cialion, 
the Ihmibay ('ottoii Merehants and Mukhadams. the Ahnicdab.-Kl Mill- 
owners As.sociation, the Karachi Indian Merchants Association, the 
Karachi C'hamhor of Commerce, the Buy’crs and Shippers Cliamber of 
Coium(‘re<* of Karachi all support my’ Bill. 

I now come to the opinion of the Millowners A,ssociation of Bonhay’ 
of which m.v Honourable friend, Mr. Mody, is the President. At th.* (>ut* 
set, I stated that this Bill sought to protect the names of “ Khmldar " ::nd 
‘‘ Khadi from the dishonest maniifaetiirers of .spurious articles. T am not 
surprised that those who indulge in such shady’* traiisaetions and wlu* are 
trading upon tlie patriotism of the people should be the people tn oppose 
m,v Bill. These gentlemen, when it touches their pockets, come here to this 
House with begging bowls, not only do they coine to the fldor of the House, 
but the.y also follow us in the lobb,v and seek onr .support when tliey ar*' in 
dire need. But when it comes to the question of affording legitimate pro¬ 
tection to the indigenous industries of tliis country’, I mean the hand loom 
cottage industries, they come out in true colours. My’ Honourable friend, 

L227LAI) 9 
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Mr. Mody, is solicitous for the support of this House witli regard to the* 
Bill which is now pending, aiiid which, 1 am glad to say, was not linished 
yesterday, because the attitude of many of ns with regard to liis Bill will 
be determined by the attitude which he takes up here on my Bill, if my 
Honoiii-able friend is sin(;(n*e in his profession, with regard 1o protecting 
the mill industry of tJiis country, he should at lt*ast have the fairness to 
appear in clothsVrodneed in his own mills, whereas 1 find he is distinguish¬ 
ing iinnself in borrowed pinnies, and ai)\>ea.ring in British c('stnnies. 

Well, Vsir, t\\e Burunv C'luunber of Oomiueree raises no o\>.\ec\\on u\y 
Bill. The lUirinese Indian t’banibev sirougly sn\>per\s \\\e \V\\\. as also 
the Clieftiyar’s Associaticai. The Chinese Chamlxo* in Burma dnrs not 
the JiiJl. If if is the desire of tin* House* tlial I should read o n the 
Bombay MiJiowm'rs' Ass()ciafi('irs opinion. I will do s<k They say ; 

“ Arcdnlin;: 1o tlic Stati-iiiont (>1‘ Objerts :iini lt<‘a‘ec)iis :i]>|n*n(lc'l to llu* IJili tin? 
niiiuch ‘ Khiidvlc.r ’ :\ud ‘ Kh:u\i ’ havo i-oiiic to ilouoto liatiil-s\iim ami haiul-wovop. rUil’u 
Cliiv. It is ])oimoa out that conshloralih* jnd^ross has mado in r*‘«‘ont yarn 

ill iwiving ami popularisiuj:^ as a t*otta^«‘ imhistry .spinning ami woaviii;; by hand 
as a sU])pl<‘ntorit;jry oocupatieui flu* ;i/,n*i<Milturist iM.piiIation of this loiintrv, \.lio 

in noot! of an mMitional source of ini*i»m<*. Such jmtfsress as has b«*cii uchifvtvl 
28 ror;. largely siif»poT*fc(l by tlio p.afriotio iinj»uls<* of the poorer ami well-todo riisses 
«ho all' purehasiii;; khaddar or kliadi rveii at a saerilh**. 'fhe situation is sou/^dit to 
be taken advantajie of by nmnul‘a<*turers of spurious kliaddar ])oth in India .ool 
nbi’om, and jmrehasovs !\ave b(*en freipiently misled to tin* detriment of what mi^ht 
ea-ily iK'eoine a gn'at national industry. In other words, it is eoFitc'iided that tin trnn 
* Khadi ' or ‘ Khaddar ’ means ‘ iiand spun and hand woven eloih only ’. and on this 
rourc’ijtion the obj'eetion to the us<* of such ti'nns by nianufaefiirers of ' s/njrifms * 
JGThadflar both in India and abroad has been I.'ir^ifely based. Tlie ('(mimift^* • of this 
Assoeiation have examined the eontention am! the\ find that, while tin* M(»ver has 
himself admitted that tin* j»roduetion of ‘ Khadi ’ on hand looms was revive/, and 
popularised only in reeent years, sueh cloth has Imeii iiiauufaetured by the Indian mill 
industry from very early times.” 

But, Sir, the millowners of Bombay forget that, even before the ad¬ 
vent of mill industry in this country. Khaddar or Khadi '' was used, 
and mannfactured as cottage indu-stry in this country from time inimemd- 
rial. 

The Millowners’ Association, Bombay, further proceed : 

The first autlioritative census of Indian mill j/roduction ivas taken in 1890 07, 
i.e.f after the Cotton excise duty lunl been in ()]K*Tation f/zr some time, and in tho 
administration rej)ort j/ublished by Gov(*rnnn*nt in .Inly, 1890, a reference was made 
to the production of khadi in India mills and the tariff valuations under the Act 

S ublished by Goiernnient from year to year since that (lute ujt to the abolitimi of the 
uty in 1920 tliroughout mentioned the j/roduction of klia/li whieh was also v.iluf*d 
at a lower fijyure than most of the other types of cloth. Tliese facts show that tho 
term in (juestion has been commonly used in refen*iice to coarse ehdh produced in In<liari 
liiills,' ’ 

Sir, this As.sociation is evidently wrong in saying that since tin* time 
their mills began to j)roduce this coarse khadi. the genuine stinT has come 
into existence, whereas, as a matter of fact, the genuine stuff has Ikeen In 
existence from time immemorial even before the dishonest maniiraoturors 
of ‘‘ Khaddar ” began to turn out spurious imitation of the gennirn* stuff 
ill their mills. Sir, it will be a waste of time to read any furtber the stuff 
to wliieli T made reference just now. T am glad to say tliat the (Vntral 
Provinces Government have recorded the following opinion r 

'' "With regard to the specific points on which information is desired the Governor 
in Ci'uncil is of opinion that (a) the evidence available on the point is conflicting, but 
if the statements of interested concerns are discounted it would appear th.at trade 
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custom in the province coniincB the use of the term ' Khaddar ^ to hand woven cloth 
made from ham! spun yarn, (b) it is desirable to impose the definition by la\v in 
order to protect genuine kliaddar and those who produce it or buy it against" spurious 
khaddar sold as the genuine article, (a) there should be no diflficulty in administering 
the law in the int(‘rnal markets of the province.*^ 

TIio Deputy Commissioner of Jubbiilpore, and Akola Factory Owners 
Association have sijpj)orted my Bill. The Government of Punjab seems 
to be nenf?*al. Tliey say tliat : “ it is unlikely to do much harm or much 
goofl to anybody 1 will now eome to tin* opinion of the High Court^ 
Punjab. The llonourable .lustice Sir Abdul Qadir bas sin>p()rle(\ my 
BiU, and, \u (\o\t\g so, be says *. 

“In !i»\ opinnn VIm* Mnvrv's <»\isi*rvntif>ns tU 1\ie '"ud •>+“ tb** of Obje»ts 

am! le'asoiis art- (juit*' mrrtM-t tliat the excln.sivc use of tiies'- terms for this eiotli f-aniiot 
pre.Midieially afTeef //o-.i/ //V/^ pareliasors or di.-tributors of any f)tlier variet r of (Joth. 
J do not s<‘e fthjfrt itiii to this liil) being passed into law.’’ 

Tliis opinion is agi.'od jn |iy other dnd'jes oT tlje Punjab High (’oiirt 
iiiehiding tin* Cliiol* .lustiee. Tb»* Direetor of Industries of the Pur.jab, 
tin* Indian ('bamber of ( (iiuinoree, I’unjab. and the Merebatits* Ass'>.*iatlon 
and t}i(‘ Norlherii India (’liainber <d‘ ('ommeiv.e have all expre.ssed th<*in- 
.selves in favour of my DiU without any rpialifieatioTb Tlie ]\injab Trades 
Ass<»(*iation state that the rtbjecds aimed at ar<‘ sound and that the j)rovi- 
si'dis of the Pill meet thjd’r support. The Deputy (Vijnmis.sifmer, Gurdas- 
])ur, the Suit-Divisional OfHcer, Moga, the Punjab Trades Association, 
Jiahore, the Simla Trades Association have all approved my Bill, i have 
already stab-d that lairring the (fovernment of Bengal all otliej- public 
hodies ijj Bengal have siipporUnl my Bill. I will, therefore, assiim*^ that 
barring the fiuv Bo<‘al (J<»\ommeids whose opinion J presuim* is tinted with 
political bias - beeau<o this mo\ement in favour of the propa;iatiori of 
“ Khaddar " was supported by tin* Indian .\atioinU (’(.digress -I say 
barring the f(*u opini(dis of the Local Governments, the overwhelming 
eoiisensu.s of opinion both among the European public bodies and Indians 
is ill favour of my Bill. My Bill does not seek to f(U’ee anybody to wear 
“ Kliaddar ”, 1 oidy want that tbe trade description shoukl eoiifiue the 
terms “ Khaddar ” and Khadi ” to cloths sjiun and woven by hand in 
India. And it is oniy tlios(* jx'ople who tnule in spurious ariicles that 
jj J, ^ may have any objection to tln‘ Bill. I, therefore, with¬ 

out taking any more time of the House, move my motion. 

Mr. President (Tlu Honourable 8ir Sliaiumikliam Ghetty) .- Motion 
moved : 

“ That tlu- mil to provitb* fur tlu* protoi-tion of the uaiiu‘> “ Khaddar ” and 
“ .Kha<li ” ii.scd as tnule deseripriaiis- of <*l<itli spun and \vovt*n by h;nid In India, la* 
rcfVrred to a Select (’ommittie consisting of the Iloiiounilde the Law ?vlember, the 
Honourable Sir .Joseph Jihore, the Honourable Sir Frank Noyce, .'^Ir. .\bdul Matin 
Chaiidhury, Sir Lancelot (ir.iham. Air. S. F. Alitra, Sardar Sant Singh, Mr. U. J?. Puri, 
Mr. S. C. Sen, Mr. Vidyi Sugar T’aiidya, Air. Fppl *'^;(l>cb Bahadur, Mr. .1. Biims.ay 
Scott, Ttjijn R.ahadur G. Krishrmnuiehariar, Khan Hah.tdiir Ilaji Wa.jihmldiu and the 
Alover, and that the niimbiT of members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute 
a meeting of the Foinmittoe shall be five.’’ 

Mr. H. P. Mody (Bombay Millowner.s’ •Association : Indian Com¬ 
merce) : Sir, in.y Honourable friend, Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh waxed 
Indignant over the sins of the Bombay millowners yesterday and has come 
back to the attack and worked himself up into a state of positive fury 
today. lie went the length of suggesting that thosJe people who had the 
effrontery to oppose his ver>' innocuous motion,—innocuous according to 
L227LAD f2 



m 


l£:otslativs assemble. 


[5th Sept. 1933. 


[Mr. H. P. Mody.] 

the testimony which he liiinseJf read out,—^rv'ere actuated by dishonest 
motives. \^e\\, 8iv, 1 dn think that my llonourahte triond knovfs exactly 
what he is talkin" about, and if he is thinkhi" of dishonest persons h‘e must 
be speakiiij? with experience of the parts of the country from which he 
hails. So far as the Bombay millowners are concerned my Honourable 
friend ought to know that this Hill docs not affect them one l)it and that 
their attitude is not only positively unexcej)tionable, but absolutely dis¬ 
interested. Some three or four yeai*s ago, in response to public sentiment 
and in view of various discussions we had with those interested in the 
movement. tJic Honibay mills voluntarily gave uj) using the name “ Khadi ’’ 
or “ Khaddar ’’ on any of the cloth produced by them ; and if, in spite 
of that, there are ])eople who are using those names on mill-made cloth, 
then my Honourable friend ought to apply his search-light nearer home and 
find out whether from his own tlisirict or from arljoining districts that 
very class of ])cople does not come. 

Sir, if I op])os(‘ the principle underlying this liill, 1 opjmse it, bwau.se 
I think it is altogether wrong, and not bccaust* the interests which I 
represent are affected in any way. I have already made it p(‘rfcc11y clear 
that, if this Hill wei't‘ jiassed, it would not affect a single mill in I>oml)ay. 
We have given up the us(. of the names “ Khadi ’’ and “ Khaddar ’’ and 
we do not care whetlier that is enforced by legislation or otherwise. But 
1 want to point out to the Ilou.se sev(‘ral serious obj(*ctions before this 15ill 
is passed, or its principle accepted by r<‘f(‘rence to a Select ('ommitte<*. 

The assumption on which my Honourable friend ]u*oceeds is that the 
Bill seeks to extend the protection afforded by the ^lerchandise Marks Act, 
1880, 1o the names ‘ Khaddar ' and ‘ Khadi ’ which have come to denote 
hand s])um and luiAd woven cloth only Who t(>ld him that I want ti> 
know whether he challeiiires the information contained in the repn^senta- 
tion which wc have suhniitted on this ijucstion, namely, that ever since 
1896, f.r., since the linn* from which records exist, if not much earlier, the 
name ‘‘ Khaddar ” or “ Khadi has l)e(‘n used to d(‘notc mill-made cloth 
of a coarse variety. {Voices : “ Xo, no.’') Wliat is the use of saying 
no ” when we have got here a statement wdiich ehalleuge-s contradietio*! : 

The first rcn.-^iis of Iinlian luill-iD.'ifle ])r()fhn'tion was taken in 

18yti P7, i.r., lifter the T’otton J.'xeisc Dutv hafl ticcii in n[MTati<ni for Hoinr tiru'-, and 
in the Adrniiiistration ifeport |nil)hshcd hv fiovernnicnt in .Tulv ISthi, a rcfercnci? was 
made to‘the production (»f ‘ Khadi ’ in Jicliaii inills, and the tarig valuations und<T 
the Act published bv (ioveriiiiuiit from \ear to vear sim-e that dat<* up to th.’ abolition 
of the dutv ill IPUd tlirougiiout mcntiom*d the jireduction of ‘ Khadi ’ which was also 
val’ied at a lower figure than most of the <ither tyj>es of cloth.” 

1 say, therefore, tliat it is entirely wnmg to eontend that the terms 
“ Khadi ” and “ Khaddar ” are as,sociat(*d in the pulilic mind with luind 
spun and hand woven clotli only. It is jierfcclly true that, lotig before 
the mills started manufacturing clot)}, coarsen or otherwise, there was the 
band loom industry in existence. As a matter of fact, it is well known 
that India is tli'e birthjilaee of the textile industry. P>ut it is ecpmlly true 
that for as majiy years bark as we can see. mill made cloth was turned out 
as Khadi ” cioth, and was classified as ** Khadi ” cloth in official pub¬ 
lications. Therefore, it is WTong to suggest tliat the name has come to 
denote hand spun and hand woven cloth only. That is not only the 
opinion of my A.ssociation, but also of other Associations. The Bombay 
Chamber of Commerce have said that ; I think also the Bengal Chamber of 
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Commerce ; and one of the Punjab Chambers want to be quite assured 
before they can pWc their adherence to the principle of this Bill tluiT the 
term ‘ ‘ "Khadi ’ ’ is associat ed in the public mind with band spun and hand 
woven cloth only. I will read in this connection an extract from the 
opinion griven by the Punjab Chamber of Commerce, Delhi : 

** My Committee find tiiat tnidc custom docs not confine the use of the word 
* Klmddnr ’ to Imnd spun and hand woven cloth only but that the term appears 
to cover any kind of roarse cloth. They fi*el that if it is int<*nded by means of 
lefrlslarion to restrict the tirm to :ippl\ to haiul Avoveii and hand spun clotli, the 
efiect of the. enforcement of the provision in the internal markets of India would be 
impossible to secure. They are therefore not in favour of the Bill. 

It is refreshinp* to find an orpanisatioii which is also Indian and which 
cannot ho accused of h(*inp reactionary in its views pronrjiincin" very much 
tlic same view alKKit this qiu'stioti as the Association which I represent, and 
whieh seems to be more (»r less anathema to som«‘ of my friends io tliis 
House. 

An important point which the sponsors of this Rill for^rf't is that it is 
not likely to lielp the liand loom weaver for whom so much solicitude has 
hocn ai’d is beinp exj)ressed. Now, how is the hand loom weaver poinp to 
be l(elf)ed by this Rill ? It may be that a larpe number of haiul loom 
weavers spin their (avd yarn aufl use it in the maiiiifnctnrr of oowj-s- eioth. 
Rut there is also a very larpe class wlio use mill mc.dc yarn for tliis nnrjxi'te. 
Are y(»ii iroinur to prevent them from turniinr out coarse cloth Mini selling 
it under the dcnominalion under which they have sold it all rhes** years 
and perliaps. all these centuries. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh ; Centnri» s ? 

Mr. H. P. Mody : Yes, I am rpioting your own words. Yon say that, 
from time immemorial, the hand loom indastry has manufactured coarse 
cloth. I agree and I say that th.ey inaniifactured it in the f'hl d^ys from 
hand spun yarn ; tculay tliey are using mill made yarn as w<ll. An* you 
g(nng to stop that large das.s of hand loom weavers who are using mill made 
yarn for this purpose from eontiimiug to manufacture “ Khadi ” and 
passing it on to the market as “ Khadi ” ? 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Rut mills did not exist in old times. 

Mr. H. P. Mody : I am talk'inr of the last 40 years and mf>re <lnring 

which hand loom weavers have btH»n in the habit of using mill made yarn 
for tlie ]»urposc of Tjiaimfaeturinir eoar.se elotli and passing that oi! b- tf'e 
market as “ Kliaddar ” and “ Khadi This Rill, if it beeame law, would 
stop the hand loom weaver from doing so, and I want to know from the 
ehain])ions of the hand loom weaver whether they regard it as in his 
interest that he should be ])rcvcnted by legislation from losing his market 
in the cloth which lie has turned out all these years. 

Then, »Sir, there is this other (piestiou. Today it is sought to give a 
sort of legislative saiietion to the use of the word “ Khadi Tomorrow, 
in the interests of the hand loom weavers, siomebody ^^^ll come forward 

and say ** We should have a trade mark in the wont s(/ri or hiiiji or 

Tnulmul, becaiLse hand loom weavers have been manufacturing these cloths 
for centuries ; and now the mills are manufacturing and competing : and 
so to preserve the hand loom weaver and in his interests we should have a 
sort of trade mark in tho.se words My objection is that you cannot 
justly introduce this principle, and if you intjroduce it, there raa.y be no 
limit to it« expansion. Assuming, however, that it was right in the interests 
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of a certain section that the hand loom weaver should be penalised, that the 
mills, which are still usinj? the name of ‘‘ Khadi '' and ‘‘ Khaddar should 
be i)enalised, then wliat 1 want to know is whether my Honourable friend 
has made sure that the Act would be workable. On that there are certain 
opinions which 1 would like to read to the House. The Director of IiiJus- 
tries, Bombay, an Indian officer of experience, says : 

Jf tiu* mills coiitiuue to produce their present variety of cloth now feriued 
‘ Khaddar ’ or * Khadi ’ and merely change its name under Ihe proposed legislation 
to say ‘ Dungri it will be, I think, quite impossible to i)revont its sale as ‘ Khador * 
in the internal markets of India. It does not seem practicable or desirable to ]>ieveut 
the Mills from making coarse plain cloth which can be sold fraudulently as ‘ Khaddar 

In other words, even it’ >oii pur. through this legislation, iinh'ss you 
go a great deal further <ii'(l actually prevciil hy legislatic^n mills from 
turning out coarse cloth and also the hand loom weaver from turning 
out coarse cloth from mill-made yarn, I he Act will he thoroughly ii?- 
oporative and will lead to a great deal of fraud. In the same direction 
is another opinion, and it is from the De\)uty Commissioner, Nagpur, 
who says : 

No aiiioimt of legislation will prevent a dealer who is determined to pass oH 
* iiiill-khadi ’ as hand-made * khadi ’ from deceiving ignorant customers. It would be 
extremely difficult to give effect to the pro]> 08 ed legislation and on the whole I jonsider 
that it is neither necessary nor advisable.*^ 

That brings me to Sv>me‘iiii*g wliieh 1 regard as tlu* greatest oh.iee- 
tion to the present measure, and I put it j)lainly before this House. To¬ 
day we are sought to ho preventedi from lahtdling ]>artieular types of 
coarse cloth as “ Khadi or Khaddar Tomorrow that may he 
found insufficient and it may be sought to be enacted tliat mills sliould be 
j'revented alt<»gether from raaiiufaeturing coarse cloth. I do not regard 
this as an exairgerated fear at all, herausi* T nuiy say that the attempt was 
actually made two or three' ytais aero ; it was a very determimal attempt, 
which i\e resi'-tcil vrilii ail f*ur inigld. ’fliat at1»’my>t was tliat certain 
tyjies of elolli sliould not he manufaetured at all in Indian mills ; we said 
it would 1)0 utterly impossible and ve would not agree. Some sueh 
idea might he lying at the Imitoni of iviy llonourahle fri»-nd’s Bill, and 
the position then is dial, vvitlioul going a great di'fd further than lids 
legislation, it is im})ossihle to give the protection which iny Honourable 
friend has in vie v. 

T would like To read just one more opinion and that is in regard to 
the M<*rehandise MarivS Aet in wlkieli it is sought to embody this legis¬ 
lation. The (lovernmeiit f.f Bombay say ; 

** Since it is u(»t tin* purpose of the Merchandise Marks Act to restrict unnaturally 
the application of well-known terms which are in eonnnon use, the (lovernor in Coiite il 
is of opinion that the Bill is oppf»sed to the spirit and intention of that Act, and 
further anticipates tlinl gr<at <lifficnlties would l»e encountered in enforcing its provisions 
if it were to b(*coine law.’’ 

T have put as briefly and, a1 the same time, as eomprehensively as I 
can my reasons for op})o.dng Ihe principle underlying the Bill. T ask 
my Honourable friends, who threaten me and say that my attitude on 
this question will del ermine their attitude to some other question, to 
weigh carefully my objeclions and ai least to give me credit for dis¬ 
interestedness of motive. My Association—and T repeat that with 
emphasis—voluntarily gave up the use of these terms, “ Khadi and 
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Khaddar on all cloth which niaiiui’actunxl and labelled i‘or 
raaijy years as “ Kliadi'* and “ Khaddar and, il we o])pose this 
measure, it is because we feel that there are strong objections to it oi\ 
the ground of jjrinciph. My opifOhition must not be construed as a 
factious sort of opi)ositioii on the part of people who are always out to 
fight lor their owii iulerests, but who ignore ail other interests. 1 a^k 
my Honourable IriciulN to consider tins careiully before they seek to 
attack on all manner of occasioJis tiic Association which I represent. I 
say tiiat the Bill is wrong in jndneijile, that it will lead to a lot of fraudu¬ 
lent evasion, aiid Ihar, ij-om ♦ very point of view, niy Honourable friend 
will be defeating the very object vvhicii he has in view. If my Honour¬ 
able Triend still tliink.s the opposition comes fiom dishonest millowncrs, I 
say he will be very well adxisod in looking for them nearer home. 

Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer (Iiohixkund and Kiimaon Divisions : Noii- 
Muhaminadan Rural ) : »Sir, the Honourai)le gentleman from Bombay 
who has just concluded his speech rather unthinkingly gave his whole case 
awuiy for the opposition to this vt»r\ necessary ])iece of legislation. He 
gave his case away v/hen be i^aid that liis own Association, of which he 
is so \)rou(l and which he ha.s b 'cn representing with great ability here 
and elsewhere, found it necessary to fall in line with the prineiple of this 
Bill long Ixd’ore this Bill wa^ brought b<*fore this Assembly. Example, 
they say, is better tlian precept ; but he wants us to follow his precept 
and not his Association’s examjde 1 would a.sk every Association, simi¬ 
larly situated and similarly handicapped like his, to follow the example 
of his own Association so that frauii, which lie lias been elaborating upon 
and dreading very much, would be reduced to the minimum. If the 
passing of this legislation will create on an elaborate scale fraudulent 
transactioriN, he is only incidentally commenting on the class of people 
who cornjicte with the village juanulhctiirer and with the village labourer, 
the luiiul-spun and lunid-woven cloth inalcer. 1 do not think that the 
millowncrs of India are such a despicable elass of people as to compete 
with the villagi* labourer, with the village industrialists, on fraudulent 
lines. 1 believe that every niilUuvner in this country will rise to the 
same position as the Association and mills that the Honourable gentle¬ 
man has the o|)portunity to represent here and elsewhere. He cpioted 
with some eft’eet the Bombay (loverninent’s view. We have to attach, 
I admit, imp(‘rtance to the view of the (bivernment of Bombay or of any 
Provincial lioverniiu iit in this matter. The Goveriimeni after all have 
to work out the [loliey arising from a legislation. They find that the 
spirit of the Mereliaiidise Marks Act will be defeated, if this Bill is 
passed ; but it is for (lovernments not to dread calamities, but to face 
realities. I will not go centuries back as perhajis the Mover did accord¬ 
ing to the version of the Honourable gentleman who has just preceded— 
I will not even go to half a century back : I would rather go to ten years 
back and tcTi years forwar'l. Less than ten years ago, in this House, the 
late Pandit Mofilal Nehru--wiio was tlieii dre.ssed in home-spun and hand- 
woven, sometimes foot-noven, because he ^Yas wearing the liorae-made 
cashmere and, therefore, he often used to say “ I at any rate am encourag¬ 
ing hand-spun»and foot-wo\en cl<»th—I say the late Pandit Motilal 
Nehru was the sponsor of this Bill and, when he came forward with a 
Bill of this kind, he was animated by the idea of encouraging the cottage 
industrialist. Within the last ten years the cottage indiistriali.st has 
received eneonragemoit on a scab* not known in the past. Within the 
last ten years tliere has been a public awakening in this country, an 
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awakening which at the next election many of us on this side will have 
to face. There has been such an unprecedented awakening in this 
country .that if this Legislature is merely to exist for the purpose of the 
millowners and not for the purpose of the village industrialist, I am 
afraid this Legislature will coiidenin itself as a purely capitalistic body 
with no kind of sympathy whatever for the iiidigenous cottage industrial¬ 
ist. 1 may say that wo have given adequate protection to the millowner. 
If you weigh in oju scale the protection and the cost at the expense of the 
taxi)ayer for the eonsulerarion that we have given to the millowner, and 
if, in another scale, you put the lack of protection you have given to the 
agriculturist, to the agricultural labourer who comes for six months in 
the year under the category of tiie niieinploycd, 3 'ou will find that this 
Legislature has been much too lenient to the millowinT. T liave been con¬ 
sistently and persistently, both in and outside this House, been an advocite 
of the cause of the millowners, but if the millowners stand up and say, this 
protection mu.sl not be extended to the cottage industrialist, tlicy are only 
erecting before them a barrier of disadvaiitagt* which they will do well 
not to do. They will be only inviting 11 unnecessary troubh* in a sympathe¬ 
tic Ihmse. So far a.s I am concerned, the hostility of tho Ilonourahle 
Mem])er does not mean my hostility to another qiavstion affecting the mill- 
owners vrhich may come forward in this House. I propose to examine each 
me/.sure on its merits. The millowner is entitlecf to liis i.roteetion. as 
the Honourable the Commerce Member has on mort‘ than one occ/i.sion ade¬ 
quately shown when he dejiounced the Japanesr^ Convention in April last 
with the entire support of lliis Hou.se, aiuf when he now [)ropos(*s, 1 hope, 
with the entire su]q)orl of this House, to euier into negotiations, un- 
feC’ered, with all lla- eiicouragcmcnt that a repre^-enfativ(* of this House, 
llie Lea-fler of this iiousc ing hinisclf with the opinion of the 

Opno.sition as well a.s the riovernment, deseria^. ((’beers.) Therefore, 
Sir. there is no (piesiion oj‘ 1hre/i». “ Ti)rcateni]:g ” w/is a phrase that 
emanated from tin* lips of tijr Honourable lvv.I hutuni who preceded me. 
We are not liere to threaten. We are here to .see how much ;uid in what 
manner we can encourage the indigenous industries. 

My friend lias told us that “ Kliadi ” has been produced by the mill- 
owners for a long period, Khaddur ” has been prodiieerl by them for a 
long period. Tliat is so. We concede that fact, and that is why we 
say that mill-made Kharldar .should not, on dishonest grounds, com¬ 
pete with hand-spun and hand-woven. That should be knoAvn not ns 
“ Khaddar or ‘‘ Khadi but call it by any other name yon like. The 
minowner has an organization unparalleled in this country. The poor 
cottage industriali.st only serves a few cottages in a village, and, there¬ 
fore, why should he not seek the legitimate ])n)teetion to whieh he is 
entitled under the piece of legislation that iny friend. Mr. Gaya Prasad 
Singh, has brought forward ? T would ask my friend, Mr. Mody, not to 
become very embarrassed. I would ask him to follow the example of 
his own Assoeiatirm whieh he incidentally placed before uR, and T would 
tell him that in India there is place, very much more, for the village 
hand loom weaver, for the hand-spinner and the hand-weaver than fof 
the millowner. The millowners have come to sta.v, and we shall give 
them protection, hut he said almost in bathosi, with very much of pathoft,— 
“supposing you prevent the millowners from manufacturing ‘KliatJi^ 
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or * Khaddar That is the right of a democracy. If, in future years, 
the widened electorates send a large majority of representatives who say 
that tlie mills must be abolished, neither my friend, Mr. Mody, nor myself 
can prevent what might happen. We are concerned with this House, 
and this House has nowhere threatened to abolish the mills making 
“ Khaddar ” cloth. It may be that in future, mills may be abolished 
altogether ; it may be that the will of the future Legislatures may be 
that the mills should not exist ; it may be that they may go back to the 
primitive stages of civilization and hand spinning and hand weaving 
on which Mahatma Gandhi has written a good deal in his book the 
“ Hind Swaraj ; it may be that some of us may be opix)sed to them ; 
it may be that some of ils may be in favour of them ; but all will agree 
that the actual experience of a calamity is less fearful than a prospective 
view of it. We are today concerned with the legitimate rights of the 
village industrlialist. India lives in the villages and the cottages, and 
my friend, Mr. Mr)dy. weakened his ease when he eame forward in the 
name of other mills than his own to draw a red herring across this piece 
of legislation. (Cheers.) 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir (Bombay City : Non-Musammadan Urban) : 1 
tliiiik. Sir, this little Bill has ev<»ked a considerable amount of enthusiasm 
on both sides which is quite uniu'^'essary, atid I may also add that the 
facts produced both by the Mover of this Bill and by Mr. Mody are 
also (juitc correct. It is no donbt true that “ Khaddar ” was the name 
given to all coarse cloth, whether prwluced by the hand loom or by 
niaeljiner^'. but, after a cfrtain .school of thought carried on propaganda 
in This country for the use of cloth woven on hand looms from yarn pro¬ 
duced by hand, that cloth beeaim* known as Khaddar ” throughout 
the length and breadth of this country. T have also no doubt that the 
cloth produced by mills and also called “ Khaddar ” was bought by 
some ignorant people believing it to be the “ Khaddar produced by 
tlie villages on the hand loom. The mill made cloth was cheaper, and 
it l‘*n!:c(l veiy much like the stuff made on the hand loom, and naturally 
the people Avent in for it. Those, who had formed As.soeiations to 
eiicouraire the use ol' hand-made cloth, suffered. They found a co iipe- 
titor in a cheaper cloth made by the machine which ignorant people 
could not distinguish one from the other. Well. Sir. it was iml the 
fault of the mills that they could produce a cloth Avliich could eoTupete 
with the hand ina<Ie article and '.vliich people etuild not distinguish one 
fi-orn the other. But if any milb Meuf out of their way to sell tlieir 
clotli to agents who Avould pass off tin* mill made cloth on To the ignorant 
])ublie. as cloth made by the hand loom, then they were certainly guilty 
of fraud, and I have every sympathy for any Honourable Member who 
Avould desire tf> str)]T that ]Traetice. 1 cannot see any objection t«> any 
mill making cloth which may be known as ** Khaddar ■’ provid^Ml that 
to ensure that the ignorant people did not buy it as hand-made sniff 
you can call it mill made “ I^addar ”,—you can provide by legisla¬ 
tion that that “ Khaddar ” shall be sold as mill made or machine made, 
and then, if the people choose to buy it in preference to hand loom 
“ Khaddar ”, T do not think that any Honourable Member of this House 
can have a legitimate grievance. The only grievance is that it should 
not be bought in ignorance for the hand loom stuff, but I cannot see 
where the legitimate grievance comes in if people, with their eyes open, 
choose to buy stuff, because it is cheaper. You cannot prevent that. 
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If you confine the word “ Khaddar ” merely to hand-made clotli, 1o cloth 
made on hand looms, you might prevent mills from making that stutl’ and 
legitimately selling it on to the market as machine made or mill made 
“ Khaddar 

I would like to ];uow, if this Hill became an Act, would it be illegal 
ti- cloth as machine made “ Khaddar ” or mill made “ Khaddar ? 

It would be. That would be rather hard, would it not '/ Would not 
any Honourable Member sym]>atbetically look upon a complaint of that 
sort ? Why do you jfU'cvent a mill from s1ami)ing its cloth as mill made 
“ Khaddar ” or machine made “Khaddar " ! What you Avant to do 
is to prevent a mill or its agents From committing a fraud, that is, ])ass- 
ing oil* its cloth as cloth niad,e upon the hand loom. Therefore, if the 

Selt*ct rommittce can. I)y aiiicmling this Hill, so ensun* that Fraud is 

prcvejilcd, but, at the s^iine timt*, mills may be allowed to produce e-oarse 
cloth which they may be allowed to stamp as mill made or machine 
made “ Kliaddar ", 1 ean set* no objeetioii to this Hill. I am entirely 
in sympathy with all 1 I<*n(uirahh* Members who desire* to pr»*\fnt 
fraud. 1 am also against any Hill, any legislation whieh would liamper 
the maiiuFacture oF maediine made eloth. And I Feel sure that there is 
fciot one llonoiirahle Mtmiher in this House wh(> really at heart df^lres 
to prevent the improvement, and the expansion. oF the mill industry. 
We hoar a good deal of (*ritieism. hnt, knowing my Honourable Friemls 
as T do and knowing tin* support that tht'v havt* givon time< out of 
number to the mill iudustr.v, I cannot for one minute heliev** that any 
one of them Avould raise a little finger to liarm an industry that has 

served this eonntry loyally and well from the rieln‘st to tln‘ poort*st, 

from the very day ou which it came into existence. Tin‘reFore. I do 
believe that this Hill can he ameink'd sr» as to servo this ])urpos(‘ and 
I would appeal to the Mo\(*r oF tin* Hill to take tin* initiative in the 
matter to s<‘e that tiiis Hill serves its purpo.se without doing any injury 
to tlie great industry of wliieli, I am sure, 1 am eonlideiit he is as proud 
as any one, any jirovince or any community, Avho has had anythinir tj> do 
with it from its very ince/)tion. 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore rM(*mber for ('ommeree and 
Railways) : ()n a j)revious occasion, when s])eakiTig on this measure, 
I made it clear that the House should not assume that fiovernment were 
nee(‘ssarily oj)]>os(*d to this H»ill. T made it clear that (lovornment 
desired to kec]) an 0]>eTi mind in tin* matter until they wore in ])Ossession 
of the AUCAvs elicited by eireulation. The n'sult. Sir, of eireulation has 
been to elicit a certain conflict oF opinion. So far as lV(»vincial (lovcrn- 
ments are concerned, T think onl,v two are in favour of the Hill. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : The Hurd is neutral. 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore • There ar<* not merely three 
Provincial (Joveruments in India. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : T Iniow. 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : There is by no means general 
agreement as to the application in practice of the terms “ Khaddar ** 
and “ Khadi The application of these terms seems to vary in 

different provinces. Equally, Sir, there is no agreement as to the 
advisability of confining these terms to hand woven and handspun 
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fabrics alone. 1 would brinj? to the notice of the House the opinion ex¬ 
pressed by the United Provinces Government : 

“ The Government is of opinion that the proposed legislation would be defiuiUdy 
harmful to the hand loom industry.’* 

They say that it would also inflict hardship on the hand loom weaver 
who uses eoprse mill made yam on his hand looms and who claims that 
his produel is superior. 

Couihip to a third point, namely, whether the enforcement of this 
lefrislation is practicable, there is a very large nioasnre of opinion to the 
elTeet that effective enforcement would not be j)Ossibl(*. My own feeling 
generally is that expre.ssed by the Punjab Goveninient, namely, that tliis 
piece of legislation would do very little harm to tmy one a.nd it would 
certainly do very little good. Paced with these divergent views, the 
Government of India liave found it soim*whnt difTieult to d(*cide upon the 
course they should a<lopt. They certainly do not want to assume an 
attitude of hostility to this Hill. On tlie otlnn- liand. they do feel that 
ill vi(‘w of the fact that eircumstajiees and conditions do not' appear to be 
the same in all the provinces, it would not be advisable to have a uniform 
legislation for the whole of India without the consent of the Local Gov¬ 
ernments concerned. I want, therefore, to make it clear that GovcTn- 
ment will not o])p(»se this piece of legislation if a provision is inserted 
making its application to a province depend upon a ])rior notification by 
the Local Government eoneerned. (Applause.) 

Nuwab Major Malik Talib Mehdi Khan Punjab : Muham¬ 

madan » : Sir, 1 rise to make a few remarks in support of the motion put 
forward by niy Honourable friinul, Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh. It is known 
all over that many indigtnious i!fdusrrie^ have beim niinetl in this country. 
Coiiiiii}: from a village as 1 do. I am in a po.sition to say that it has 
biamghl on untold misei’y. ami. with the financial depression that is on 
and the prie(‘s of a‘.rricuitural pnKhn**' at the lowt‘st level, it is absolutely 
neies-sary that the poor villagers should liave something to fall back upon 
wlien lliey find that agriculture is not paying. Xo doubt, we cannot com¬ 
pete with the mill elotli or the stufl’ maiiufactuivd in factories, but we 
must see that tho.se wlio are living in small plaet*s and have got .some time 
to s)>are have .some (a*cuj)ation to supplement the .scanty earnings tliey make 
by Jollowing their ordinary ])rofession. If wc go on comparing the prices 
of the commodities, I must say that tlie time is not far off when everything 
that wo arc making has to give way to some foreign article. We have seen 
how tlu* manufactured ghee supplanted our natural ]u*oduet. And it Is 
not unlikely that a time may come when manufactured eggs will take the 
place of natural eggs laid by our hens to ruin another branch of our 
cottage industry. Look at the dyeing industries in our country wh.cli 
hove been ruined by aniline dyes and it is feared that flour, cotton and 
other such things may be replaced by artificial products. Science is 
making such progi'css that' there is a danger of its turning out the poor 
zemindars, to which class 1 belong, from their ancestral callings. 
It is our duty to help the zamindars to stick \o the means of subsistence 
they have got and I would ask iny friends on the other side, who are the 
champions of the mills, not to press their objection. Sir, I will read 
before the House a Persian c*ouplet, which runs as follows : 

“ Man az h'gdnagdn hargiz na ndlam 
Ki bd man har chi Kard dn dshnd Kard 
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Which means that I do not weep on account of what has been done by 
foreigners, 1 weep on account of what has been done to me by my friend. 
So I ask my friends on the other side to bear with us and see that the 
cnttaf?e industries are maintained and improved. Owing to the constant 
struggle for life going on in the world, every patriot is required to help 
the j)oor peasants who are living in small cottages to improve tlicir lot. 

Mr. B. Das (Orissa Division : Xon-Miihammadan) : Sir, I am grate¬ 
ful to tht‘ IlonourahJe the Leader of the House for ])artici])ating in the 
debate at an early stage and defining the (lovernment i)oint of view and 
I am ^ery glad he did not support the views advocated by my friends, 
]Mr. ]\Jo(ly and Sir Oowasji Jehangir. 

An Honourable Member : They did r.ot oppose the Bill. 

Mr. B. Das : But Mr. ^lody did oppose. The very fact that the 
Leader of the House ignored the obs(*rvalions of the representative's of the 
milJowners sliows that my 1‘riend, Mr. Mody, has been given th«‘ cold 
shoulder by the Government. I am 47 years of age and I Hve in the 
villages where the names of “ Khaddar " and “ Khadi ” have never been 
used to re[)rese*nt the mill mad«‘ cloth. 1 havi‘ no connection with the 
millowners except that I hoimob witli th(‘m on the floor of this House. 
Vnder the in.s])irati()n of the saint ol* Sabarmati, tin* name of “ Khadi ” 
has become ludlowed and it was never ajiplied to the mill-made cloth. 
A*; my friend, Mr. Gaya Prasad Singli. pointed ont that in the last r*»w 
years’ owing to high premium of ‘‘ Khadi tin* millowners ])roduce(l mill 
Khadi and the dealers sold it as “ Khadi My fri(*nd. Sir f’owasji 
Jcliangir, wanted an assurance that nobody shouhl ban the mills to produce 
“ Kfuidi My fri<*iid, Mr, Gaya Prasad Singh, or we here, or ihose 
v-’orking outside for tin* .spread of ** Khaddar ” all over India, do not want 
to y)rohibit the mills from manufaeturing such coarse stuff as they like, 
but tliey shouhl not misuse and misij])ply the name of “ Khadi 1 eome 
frrun the sea eoast of Orissa and there the loeal produce of the hand loom 
wcav<*rs is known by the name of “ Khadi !\rahatina (laTidlii lived his 
early life in Kathiawar and in Gujerat district and can my friend.s, the 
millowners. deny that only during the last few years the name of “ Khadi ” 
and “ Khaddar ’’ have ()])tained such higli ])remium and sonu* dishonest 
millowners.—they are not pre.seut licre,—have tried to exploit impular 
sef’^iinent in n*gard to “ Khadi I ehallenge my friend. Mr. Mody. 
to say whether ten years ago the mills called any of the stuff prcnluccd 
by them by the name of “ Khadi ’k Ho talked (d* the ^rcrchaiidise Act. 
]\i.^oiy of the older IMembers of this JIou.se will .say from their own experi(*ncc 
of the coniitn* side that the eoarse stuff made by the mills -was never known 
by the name of Khadi but was known as “ latta or some other name. 
i^.ir. I\Tod 3 " said, that they entered into a certain y)act about “ Khadi with 
the Gongress leaders of Bombay. They entered into that ])act to save 
their own necks. These millowners entered into a pact with Mahatma 
Gandhi and agreed to finance the propagation of “ Khaddar l^robably 
my friend, Mr. Mody. thinks that the Congress movement or the Khadi 
movement is dying out. Mr. ]Mody quoted the Bombay MillownePB 
[Association, the Bengal Chamber of Commerce and the Punjab Chamber 
of Commerce. These Chambers of Commerce consist of either solely 
Europeans or both Europeans and Indians. So they do not and cannot 
speak for the real India. What do they know of the conditions of the 
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masses ? With aJl due respect to the representatives of the Bombay 
Ohamber of ('ommerce in this House, I ask them, what do they know of 
the condition of the millions in tliis country ? Wliat does Mr. Mody know 
of the conditions in Kathiawar, Kaira and Gujerat ? Until he became the 
President of the Millowners Association, we knew him as the Boswell of 
the late Sir Phirozeshah Mehta and we knew him as a lawyer and 
politician. My friend quoted the Bombay Chamber of (’ommerce artd, Sir, 
it was like the devil quotiiifr the scripture. The Bombay Millowners 
Association is peculiarly situated. I do not mind my Bombay friends 
bein^ liberal and havinf? Europeans a.s members, but they can never speak 
in the name of the masses. Tliey do not know the condition in which the 
masses live and they are not in touch with the masses. 

[At this stajre, Mr. President ('The Honourable Sir Shanmukham 
Chetty vacated the Chair wliieli was then oecui)ipd })y Mr. Deputy President 
(Mr. Abdul Matin Ghaudhury).] 

He does not kn(»w what is liay^penimr to the 116 crores of the masses 
of India. What do tlie teeminpr millions understand by the term 
Khaddar ” and “ Khadi ’’ ? Tln‘y df» understand that' it Ls “ hand 
spun and liand woven cloth It may be tliat the Goveriiment have 
used tliat name for years in their blue hooks, but the public rlo not use 
the word in that .seii.se. So J do request the millowm'rs not to be antago¬ 
nistic to this Bill. I am emboldened to make that appeal after hearinir 
my friend. Sir (’owa>ii dehan<rir, who wants to sliow his fellow feeliui: to 
the teemiiijr millions of India. I appeal to him to respect the sentiments 
of the jK'ople that “ Khaddar " and “ Khadi " should be the terms 
applied only to the haiidspun and liandwoven ehdh. 1 may assure my 
lionouralile friend. Sir (’owasji Jeliaiijiir, and othei* millowners tliat we 
have no ohjeetion to the mills mamifaeturimr tin* eoarser stutf. Let tliem 
go on tnulin^' as tla-y used {a do before lhl20 or 1925. They should not 
take advantajre of th.e uaiioiial sentiments and ihe patriotic fervour that is 
sweepiiur the wliolo nation. The word *• Khaddar ” has "ot a holy charm 
attaclied to it ; it lias come t(* lie i<lentitie(l with the .sacred name of 
Mahatma Gandhi and today (*verythin^^ that is puiv is ass(»eiated with it. 
Why .should the millowners take advantaire of it in order to make a 
little more money ? 

Mr. H. P. Mody : But w e liave not taken advaiitajre ; we liave given 
it up. 

Mr. B. Das : T am grateful to my Honourable friend, Mr. Mody, for 
entering into that paet witli the ConLnvss leatlers a few’ years ago. Why 
should my friends eome foiwvard now and ask for a ])rovision in this 
Bill that the millowmers ean stick labels “ Mill Khadi ? My friends 
know as iniieh as we know that the mas.ses in the eountryside are not so 
culfurrd as tlje millow’uers i)f Boin]>ay are. When they ask for Khadi 
and the dealers supply them mill “ Khadi ”, the millowners are abetting 
the retail tradesman to cheat tlie juihlie. 1 am grateful to my frieml, 
Mr. Gaya Pras.-nl Singh, for bringing this Bill. My friend, Mr. Ranga 
Iyer, has reminde<l the House that Pandit Motilal Nehru of .sacred 
memory was also of that opinion. So. I do hojie that nobody in this 
House will raise his voiee against this mea.sure. I am grateful to the 
Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore, because he did not support the arguments 
advanced by Mr. Mody nor did he agree to the amendment which Sir 
Cowasji Jehangir suggested in the Bill. With these few observations, 



984 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


[5th Sept. 1933, 


[Mr. B. Das.] 

I wholeheartedly support the motion made by my friend, Mr. Gaya 
Prasad Singh. 

Mr. B. V. Jadhav (.Bombay Central Division : Nou-Muhammadan, 
Eural ) : Sir, I am in general agreement with the principle of this Bill, 
but it Avill be my duty, J think, to pla/e some of tlie dirticuities tliat I 
fofl befon tliis House so tliat they may be considered in the Select Com¬ 
mittee when it meets. Before the advent of the Britisli, liandspiin and 
handAvoven cloth of a rough eharacter was known as “ Khaddar India 
also know hoAv to make fine cloth and the J3acca Maluhil is very well 
knoAvn for its fineness, but that Malmal was never knoAvn as Ivhaddar 
The use (»f the word “ Khaddar was eontined only to ouarst* cloth 
woven by hand from hand spun yarn. The detinitiiUi given l)y tli(‘ jnvscnt 
Bill does not confine the word t(» coarM‘ cloth (*nly. Init :r seeks to extend 
its moaning to bring Avithin its purview fine handwoveii ebdli from har«d- 
spun yarn i\s Avell as the w(H)llen eloths ami silk eloths. i think thi^* is 
an exttmsion of the Avord “ Kliaddar and 1 am not against ii. But the 
difficult}’ that I feel is about the handwovmi elotij from mill yarn. It is 
well knoAvn that, even in spite of the large number of spinning and 
Aveaving mills, the number of hand-AA’eaA'ors is considerable and hand 
v.caving is going on to a very great extent. Of (*our.M', in e Muparison 
Avitli tli(> number of Aveavers the nund>ep of spinm*rs is vecy s:nicll and the 
SU])ply of haiuispun yarn is very limited. All t.lie band. In.m we.ivers 
Avill not find sufficient Avork in AA’caA’ing liandspun yarn and. therefore, 
they liaA’e been obliged to take mill yarn and Avtaive cloth iKnu it. 'Pile 
cloth that is tlius avoa'ch is generally rough and it is .sold in the ba/ar 
as “ Khaddar or Khadi It Avill, I think, lie difficult to ]n*ohil)it 
the sale of such cloth under the name of ‘‘ Khaddar ” or “ Khadi 
when tliis Bill becomes Ihav. Tire band loom Aveav«*rs do not stamp the 
name of “ Khaddar ’’ on their cloth. They simply pas^ on tlie eh^th 
they Aveavf to the merchants and it. is the imu-eliants avIo try (‘V»*r • 
stratagem to .sell their Avare.s CAdi under false names in onler to secun 
profit. The (lOA’ernmcnt Avill liave to see Iioav to deal Avith tliis diflieiilty 
and. I hope, that the Bill Avill be proj)erly considered in the {Select Con- 
mittee aiul the new meaning sought to be attached to the Avord “ ICIiadd ir 
Avill be kept in A’iew. I support the Bill. 

Rao Bahadur B L. Patil (Bombay Southern Division : Non- 
!Muhammadan Rural) : Sir, T rise to support the Tiill under consideration. 
"VVln'le considering the underlying principle of this Bill, it apyiears to me 
that Tuany Ilonouralfie Members Avere under .some misunderstanding. They 
raised the fpiestion Avlietlier “ Khaddar Avill Ire in a posit’un to (*nrMpe|< 
Avilh tlie mills. They also raised the fpie.stion AA’hether hand lomn industry 
Avould be a gainer in any Avay. Ibit Ave are eoue(*rned lier<* only Avilh one 
f|uestion, namely, how^ false stamps should be prevented and how the 
ignorant general public, Avhich is in search of hand spun and hand avoatii 
‘‘ Khaddar ”, should not be clieated ? That is tlie sole object of Ibis 
Bill. 

That is the principle of the Bill ; but, at the same time, this small 
^ prit]f'ir)lr nresuppo.se.s that there is in this counfr}” 

a strong deWre in a large section of fhr* pnhiw to 
purchase such hand spun and hand woven cloth AA^hether it is made of 
cotton or silk or wool. Tt is that assumption Avhich is neee.ssarA" for us to 
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consider ; and if this House is convinced that there is such a strong desire 
among a large section of the public of this country, then certainly the 
principle is in many ways acceptable, (^miiig to my Honourable friend, 
JMr. Mody, 1 may tell him that “ Khaddar ” was originally made out of 
hand spun and hand woven thread in this country before the advent of 
the mills. In support of what I say, 1 may bring to the notie** of the 
Iloiisi that in my vernacular the name is still being used with a little 
varialion hy the agriculturists from time immemorial for a c(M*tain kind of 
clotli which they used in carrying agricultural produce. In my vernacular, 
it is called “ gudar ” which is just like a big tarpaulin which is used 
by inerelijints and tin* name is still used in my ])art of the eoiintry by the 
f 4 grieiiltnrists. Tlierefore, what I exmtend is that the nini*’ originally 
belong«*(l In such hand spun and hand woven cloth and that though the 
mills hni rowed it for a while, they should give it back now to the hand 
l(>oni '.iiiiiistry. 

Now, it is a fact that the whole country has adopted tiiat name and 
it is accepted on all hands that tin* term is ust*d in that particular sense, 
ll is in tin* interest of the agriculturists that this protection should be given 
to tills particular cloth. The agriculturists who cairy on cottage industry 
nt .‘-pinning and weaving in their homes are at a <lisadvantage, because 
niilN are in a ])osition to pass off mill made cloth as Khaddar As the 
JIoiUMirahle the L<*ader of tlie House has been kind enough to favour this 
Hill, I do not ])ro])ose to make any further remarks. 

Mr. S. C. Sen ( liei.gal National Chamber of Commerce : Indian 
Coniinei*cr; : Sir, I do not think there is any difficulty in sending Hiis 
Hill to tlie Select Committee. All the s])eakers except ^Ir. .Mody liave 
pia<‘tieaily accepted the principle of the Hill. There are some qiiesti- ns 
r(‘garding details tliat can be i)rovided for in the Select Coniniittee. Tlie 
Honoiiraiile the Leader of the Hon.se has suggested one particular way 
of rsiuemling the Hill, namely, having n^gard to the difficulty as to the 
meaning of “ Khaddar ” in different provinces, he thinks that if ])ower 
is given t(» tlie Local (L»v(‘niTm*nLs to intr(Hiuee tliis Act in their respective 
pro>inees, that Avould serve his juirpose. That is the whole point. Every¬ 
body is agreed with the prineiph^s underlying the Hill. Tlie principle is 
to |u-«*veut fraud and nobody iu his senses can say that yon should not do 
tliat. It is the duty of the Legi.slature to that fraud is not practised 
so far as it can he prevented. The object of the ]»il] being to prevent 
fraud, we liavc to aii]>ly tliis principle to this particular thing known as 
“ Kha hlar For the first time T have lioard today th;p “ Khaddar '' 
was known in the Hoiiihay Pre.sideiicy several decades ago and that ev^n 
in ISJX; roiirsc clotlis were manufactured hy the Bombay cloth mills under 
the name of “ Klunidar We came to know of the name “ Khaddar ’’ 
only recently after Mahatma Gandhi preached home spinning and charVa. 
Wi* in PxMigal came to know of “ Khaddar from tlie lectures and 
addl’esse^ hv Sir P. C. Ray who wanted to popularise the use of 
‘‘ Khaddar among the people. We iu Bengal mean by ‘‘ Khaddar ” 
luiud spun and hand woven coarse cloth. After a littl'^ while in Ihe 
bazars v*ertain cloths, under the name of “ Khaddar were introduced by 
the .Tapanes4\ and suKsepueiitly oiir friends, the millowners of Bombay or 
AInmdabad, T do not know who, introduced the coarse cloth and now. at 
the present moment, mill made coarse cloths, not always coarse, but some¬ 
times very good, are sold in Galciitta under the name of Khaddar 
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We now want to prevent that passing of the mill made cloth for real 
** Khaddar '' as tJie peoide know in Bengal, and this Bill is the outcome 
of thai attitude. J do not understand why there should be any difficulty 
in referring the Bill’ to the Select Committee. We do not want to stop 
the Bombay mills from manufacturing coarse cloths or luanutactiiriiig 
coarse tijreads. We only do not w'ant them to sell their dotli under the 
name of “ Khaddar All we want is that coarse cloth manufactured 
by mills should be sold under a different name and not that of “ Khaddar ’’ 
and that “ Khaddar ’ slumld l)e used to denote only haml spun and 
hand woven cloth. Tliere is no intention as a])prehen(led by Mr. Mody 
that we want to jirevent the Bombay mills or any other mills from manu¬ 
facturing coarse (dotli.s. There is absolutely no ohjeetion to their manu¬ 
facturing coarse cloths ; in fact we welcome their inamifacture of eoarse 
cloths it they arc cheaj>. What we object to is their stalling cloth manu¬ 
factured in mills under the name of “ Khaddar 1 think the Bill 
ahould be referred to tlie Select Committee to make such alterations in it 
as may be necessar\’ to i)rotect the name of “ Khaddar from being used 
by manufaeturers who do not make “ Khaddar ” in the way it is uiuler- 
fitood hy the people. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh ; Si)*, 1 bine not got mueh to say hy way of 
♦reply. 1 am gbul to sa\ That my Bill has receiv(‘tl a gratifying inea- 
sur<‘ of sui)p(n*t in this House. 1 am also tliankfiil to my llonoiiraljlc 
friend, the Comim rce Member, for the supijort wliich he has been able 
♦to give to this Bill. 1 wisli it had Ixen possible tor tlic <lovm’jinienl 
to have fully aecejdt-d the Bill as it is without any qualilieations, sub¬ 
ject to such drafting improvements, as miglit be suggested by tin; 
Select Cor<iinitlef‘. Situated as this House is. J have to aec'ept with a gr)od 
grace whatever eoncessions Government are in a j)osition to giv»* us. I a mi 
soriy that tin* only discordant note has been sounded by my Honourable 
friend, the rej)resentative of tlie Bombay Millowners^ As.s(>(riation. I may 
assure liiin tliat whatt^ver 1 have said. I liad not said in any spirit (»f lios- 
tility to tlie interest which lie re]»reseiits. 1 must only make om* observa¬ 
tion to him, and it is tliis. Coarse clotli has b*vn j)r(Kluc(*d in India from 
time immemorial even befort* the advent of maebinory. That sort of eioth 
was boll’ hand spun and haiid AV(>veii. It was kmuvn liy tli<* ii.on'' •>£ 
‘‘ Khaildar ■’ ami “ Khadi,’’ long before the mills euiie into i*:vis!f>nee in 
this country. I waTit to confine the t<*rin “ Kliaddar ” and “ Kliadi 
to such coarse elolli.s that are firodueed by means of luiTid e\eliisively^ to 
the OTitire exelnsion of mill ])roduet. .My Bill is designed to ]>roteet a cot¬ 
tage industry of this country, and I hope that, when p.ssed, it will 
give em[»]oyment to .some of the tetuniiiL' millions of this country wlio have 
nor got much occupation ff>r certain pi*ri.Mls rif the year. Sir. as the nuMi- 
surc has not evoked liostile criticism, 1 need not speak further about it 

Sir, it has Iicon suggc.stcd to me tliat I sliould propose the name of Sir 
Cowasji Jeliangir to lie on the Select Coniinittee. and T h;.\e wvy great 
pleasure in [imposing liis name to he abided to the list. 

Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Abdul Matin Chaudhury) : The question 
is : 

** That the name of Sir Oowaaji Jehangir be addled to the names of members of the 
Select Committee.*^ 

The motion was adopted. 
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Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Abdul Matin Chaudhury) : The question 
is : 

That the Bill to provide for the protection of the names ‘ Khaddar ^ and 
* Khndi ’ used as trade descriptions of cloth spun and woven by hand in India, be 
rt*ferred to a Select Committee consisting of the Honourable the Law Member, the 
Honourable Sir .losojdi Bhore, the Honourable Sir Frank Noyce, Mr. Abdul Matin 
(jha 11(1 nilry, Sir Lain*cIot Graham, Mr. S. C. Mitra, Sardar Sant Singh, Mr. B. R. Puri, 
Mr. S. C. Sen, Mr. Vidya Sagar Paudya, Mr. Uppi Saheb Bahadur, Mr. J. Ramsay 
Scott, Itija Bahadur G. Krishiiaiiinchariar, Khan Bahadur Ha.ji Wajihuddin, Sir 
Cowasji .leiiangir, and the Mover, and that the number of members whose presence shall 
be nec(*H8ary to constitute a nieidiiig of the (’oiiimittee shall be five.” 

Tb(* iiiotidii was adopted. 


TIIK HKMOVAI. OF DOI’HTS AHOFT THE AIM’LICATIO.V OF THE 

DOCTKINE OF REPRESEXTATION. I\ (’ASE OF SFC‘CESSION 
TO STRIDHAN FNDER THE DAYAHHAG HILL. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt (Hurdvan Division : Non-Muhammadan 

Rural * : Sir, I beg In move : 

“ TIuit the Bill to rcinovi* doubts about tlu* application of the doctrine of repre- 
seiitalioii, in case of succcHHiou to Stridhaii under the bayabhag, b«* tiikeii into considera¬ 
tion. 

.Sii\ this is a very* simjile Hill. For file lay members of this House 1 
may point <»ut that tlie law of .sueeession in the ease of Dayabliaga differs 
materially Ifom the law of sueeession under tin* Mitaksbara. and. under 
tile Dayabliaga law, the sueeession to stridkan ])roj)erly follows a difrerenl 
line Ki tliat of sue(‘i‘ssion t(» other prop(*rti<*s inlnudlisl fi-om males. In the 
eas(‘ (tf tile ordinary rnh*s of inheritanee under tin* 1 layabhaera law. tin* 
doeiJ’lne of repre.sentatiini |M’(*\ails and tiie word “ issin* '* inelnd('s ■ r»ns 
and male issue down to tin* fourtli generation. down to tin* great graiitl- 
sini. And tin* doetriin* of r(*pre.s<‘ntatiOn means that, if a man dies leaving 
two L'l'andsons by a pr(*dee(*ased son and two dther sons. tlu‘?i iln-s** two 
L'randsoiiv i,y the predeceased son also inlierit as re])resentiinj* .}n*ir father 
and tiny inherit the sh.-ire which the fallnM* wanild have inherited. fhat 
is wnai is iin'ant hy the law of representation. .\(»w. Si»-. wiili ri‘sju*et to 
the right of reju’esentation I ina.v here be permitted to tji!«de ^'roin Dr. dody 
w ho observes : 

“ 'riuit the leg:il Nvsteins ef s(»uie (if tlic lUd'.T highly civilised uutioiis uf Europe 
h;ive tukeu eeriturics to ;irriv(' ;it the simple :nid equitable rules devised by the hivliuii 
luwgivers of old.’’ 

And Mann says : 

" To three uiieo^tors must water be given at their obset^iiieB ; for tlm^ is the 
funeral cake ordained ; the fourth in descent is the giver of oblatifuis to them ; but 
the fifth has no roncern with the gift nf the fuiieTal cake.” 

[At this stage, IMr. President Mlie Honourable Sir Shatimukliam 
Chett.A’ ) reKum<*d the Chair. | 

Sir, then* is some doubt whether or md ibis doetrine of repres«Mitatio!i 
applies in Hu* ease of sueeession of sfridhan heirs. Sir Guruiias Hanerji's 
‘‘ Hindu Law of Marriage and Stridhana ” says : 

'* The (pK^stion whether the son’s .sons and the daughter's sous inherit .siri.lii.-ijia 
per .nlirpe^ or*per capita 1ms not been considered by the Bengal lawyers. In the 
nbsence of any express jnovisions to the contrary in their writings, the rule l.dd down 
in I be Mayiikha and the Smriti (’handrika that grandsons by daughters as well as 
grandsons by sons inherit their grandmother's property per stirpes, may be taken to 
be Ihe correct rule t*iIso for the Beugal School.” 

L227LAD 
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Jle th«t Hs it may, 1 may point out that this uiicortaiiily, if any ,—\ am 
assured by my lawyer friends that there is none,—recpiire removal in order 
to elear an ambijyiious position. Sir, suppose a femah* holdei’ oT property 
whieli ]•' her siridhan dies leavinjr two sons and some "randsons by a pre- 
decee.sed son. 1 tliink, like other j)roperties inherited })y tlies'* sons of the 
father, tliere oujilit to be tlie doctrine of representation by wliie.li these 
grandsons ouglit not to be deprived of the })roperty ; firstly, bee.aiisv* it is 
the ])rfM‘ti(*e amongst Hindus, ns I may remind tJie House*, and Indians gen¬ 
erally to })urebas(* property in the name <»f their wives wliieli may be elaiin- 
(*(i as siri.ilnm. Now, tlie sons wlio are alive may be grown ui» men and may 
be in **t*rvi(e witli an ample income and they may not n(*ed lo iniit*rit the 
fdridhaii. Hut tli<*se grandchildren are most likely to be infant*, or minors 
and tii(‘y n«*ed more ltelt> than anybody els<‘. So to deprive llies** grand¬ 
sons would not be proper. As the law is not (piite cl(*ar on that point, I 
waJit to have those doubts remoV(*d. It may be said th:d in I In- case of 
sh'id/i'iif there is another obj(*etion, namely, that the dan‘jlit«‘r*s s')ns go 
before son ^ sons in some east*s tlnnigh mn in all eases. Kvej; in that east* 
my r.ill does nut depriv(‘ them of their rights of inlu'i’itance. I’.n*. ii is 
only when the s<in iidierits as heir itt stridhan, then and tlem only die son 
by ii tnedeceased son and the greiit griimlscni whosi* fiithm* Jind '.rraml- 
father ;.re dead shall be deemed to havt* tie* right to inherit, aeeording to 
the doctrine of repn*s(‘ntation. along with the sons. I driiw the sjiecial 
attention of tlie Hou.se to tin* words “ along with tin* sons It does not 

over ridi* the elaini of daugliter's sons wlio may in some eases e'Oiie first and 
it is when the .sons inherit and tin* daughter's sons do not conn* in, that 1 say 
that the doctrine of representation .should he ai)pli(*(l. In this ease, of 
course, 1 find tliat Government have given notice to liave tin* Hill circulated 
for opinion and certainly 1 will not have any abjection to its being circu¬ 
lated. Bui, in view of the explanation 1 have given of the ease* of the grand¬ 
children of a predeceased son, inheriting along with sons wlio inherit be¬ 
fore daugbter\s sons, I think Government can still consider whetbci* or not 
they sliould ask it to be circulated. 1 shall bow to whatever they may decide 
in this matter. 

Sir, T move. 

Mr. President (The Jiouoarahlc Sir Shaumukham Chetty) : Motion 
mo^ed : 

That the Bill to rcniovo doul»1s about the applieaiioii of the doctrine of repre¬ 
sentation, in caHt! of HueceHnion to Stridhan under the I)ayabhag, be Uiken into considera¬ 
tion. * * 

The Honourable Sir Bepin Behary Ghose (Haw Member) : Sir, I 
move : 

“ That the Bill be circulated for the ]inrpose of elieiting opinion th-*reon by the 
1st I)eeembor, 19.3,3.” 

I find it somewhat emharrassing not to oblige m.v friend, Mr. Dutt, whom 
1 know from bis legal infancy and that 1 must move this a]m‘»i(lment. 
There is some difficulty about Ibis law. What my Ihuiourabic friend lias 
said about the doctrine of ?’ef>re.scntation a])pli«*s to succession' in the ease 
of property left by males ; mid it is (piilc true that sons’ s(»ns. grandsons 
and great grandsfms all inberit the property a'*cording to t.lu* principle of 
funeial oblations being given by all of them. The difficulty about stridhan 



KBMbVAI. OF DOUBTS ABOUT THE APPLICATION OP THE DOCTRINE OP REPRE- 989 
MENTATION, IN CASE OP SUCCESSION TO STRIDIIAN UNDER 
THE DAYABIIAG BILL. 

is that such rule does not apply. In case of sfridhariy daughters succeed be¬ 
fore sons and, in tlie line of succession, as my friend has pointed out, after 
the sons come the daughter’s sons and it is the only instance in the Hindu 
law where the daughU^r’s sons come before the son’s sons. Some distinc¬ 
tion is sought to be made in the Bill that where the son is alive, he naturally 
exelud(;s the daughter’s sons, and wdth him the other i^redeeeased sf»n’s 
sons should inlierit. 1 need not trouble the House with regard t<j tin* teeh- 
niealilies ribont snce<»ssion to fitriflhnn property. There are dif^'ereiutes as 
regards the different sehools of law’ and, as that aceomplishefl lawy<‘r. Sir 
tiiiriidas lianerjea, has said, after certain relations actually named, it is 
all jiingh‘ as to w’lio will sueeeed ; but with regard to the piestion of 
danghti*r’s sons and son’s sons, it is clear that the daughter’s sons come be¬ 
fore th(- son’s sons. 1 move my aiinendment. 

Mr. President (The Hoin.nrnble Sir J^hanmnkham rhetty) : Amend- 
juent mov<‘d : 

** Tlint Hir Bill hr circulated for the purpose of eJicitiiig opinion, thereon Nv the 
1st PeciTuher, Ifh'l.'t.” 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai <'Sind : Xfui-Mubammadati Rural 1 ; Sir, I 
fold that there is scum* ground for the doubt entertained by the ITonour.-ible 
the Mover of l!n> Hill as regards succession to stridhnn under the Daya- 
bhaga law. I do not hehuig to CalenHa. hnt. as a law-yer, I know wdiat 
Dayabliaga scliool <li<*tate< and what the ]\ritakshara says. I find that 
iind(*r the law. as it stands at present, suceessi(m to stndhnn will go per 
stirjus ami not per cdpild. To be plain, it will go by representation and, 
if tliat is so, then there should be no doubt when there is a grandson and 
also a grandson by a pre-deceased soil, as to their sneet^sion, becau.so the 
l»roperty will }»e divided into two halves, one going to one grandson and 
the <»ther to the other, no matter if the son is predeceased. However, 
wdiafever doubt tluTe is should be removed. As, how^ever, the law' or the 
commentators have not made that point quite clear, it seems to me quite 
riglit that it has been found necess<iiw' by the Mover of this Bill to have the 
law settled (h»wn. What do I find in Mulla’s “ Law’ of Inheritance ” 1 
On Sfridhan under the Dayabhaga law*, what Mulla’s “ Hindti Law ” 
(page lop) (7th fildn.), says runs thus : 

** Striflhmia heirs in the second gener.ation, thut is, son’s sons, daughters' sons, 
nnd daughters' daughters, take per stirpes and not per capita.** 

Then, there is an illustration which makes it quite plain oven to a 
layman : 

“ A female Hindu dies leaving two sons by a daughter A, and throe sons by 
.'mother daughter B. Her sfritlhan will be divided into tw’O parts, of whii'h one wiU 
go to the two sons of A, and the other to the tJiree sons of B. To divide it per capita 
would be to divitb? it into live equal parts, and to give one share to each of the five 
grandsons. ’ ’ 

Tlic only question remains : supposing, in this case w'here there were 
two graiid.sons llirougli a son and two grandsons through a daughter, there 
had been one more grandson also from a predeceased son, what would 
happen ? If we take it that the ])rineiple is that succession will go per 
the properly will have to be divided into three sliares, one going to 
the two graml.sons )>y the son, one to the daugliter’s .soils, and one To the 
son <»f the pred(‘eeas(‘d .son. 

The Honourable Sir Bepin Behary Ghose : 1 am sorry to say that 

Mr. Navalrai is undvr some misapprehension ; it goes per stirpes, quite 

Ll'L7LA1) aii 
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true ; but if there is a grandson by a predeceased son and a grandson by a 
predeceased daugliter, the grandson by the predeceased daughter succeeds 
first. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Applying the general Hindu law, there 
also the principle is the 'sanie. Why should there be any difficulty to go 
beyond it ? No law lias yet been pointed out about what the Honourable 
the Law Member says ; no authority has be<ui yet quoted. However, as 
the Honourable tlie IjaAv ]\Iember wants to have this point still cleared up, 
I have absolutely no objection to this Bill going for circulation. 

Some Honourable Members : The question may now be put. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : 1 have nothing to say, 8ir ; 1 accept the 
motion for circulation. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shanmukhain Chetty) : The 
question is : 

Th.'it the Bill to remove doubts about the application of the doctrine of rcpre* 
sentation, in case of succession to Stridhan under the Dayabhap, be eireulated for the 
purpose of elieitin^; opinion thereon by the Ist December, 1033.” 

The motion was adopted. 


THE A4MELVMKBWARA JUVENILES SMOKTNO BILL. 

Diwan Bahadur Harbilas Sarda (Ajmcr-.Merwara : General) : Sir, I 
beg lo move : 

“ Tliat the Bill to prevent .liiveiiiles from smoking Tobacco be take!i into con- 
sideratifui. 

My Bill is only restricted to Ajmer-Menvara. It is word feu* woi*d taken 
from tlie Gentral ProviiK'es Juveuiile Smoking Act and I understand that 
the sympatludic atid iv'speeted head my Local (h>vernmeni does not 
oppose iJiis Hill. I. iJjerefon*, move. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shaumukham Ulietty) : Motion 
moved : 

*' That the Bill to j»revent .Tuveiiiles from smoking Tobacco be taken into von- 
sideral ion. 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai (Secretary, Department of Education, Health and 
Lands) : Sir, my Honourable friend, the Mover, ju.st said that tbc Bill 
which he now wants to be taken into consideration is based word for word 
upon the Central Provinces legislation. The House might like to know 
that the experience of the operation of this mciisurc in the Central Pro¬ 
vinces is not such as to create much enthusiasm in Government or in 
administrators regarding the success of this measure. At the same time, 
Sir, we do not wish t^ stand between my friend, who has showTi so much 
sj^mpathy for juveniles and the measure which he has brought forward, 
and I would, therefore, like to say that the Government propose to remain 
neutral in this matter. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shanmukhain Chetty) ; The 
question is : 

“ Thnt the Bill to prevent .luveniles from Bmoking Tobacco be taken into coii- 
aidoration. 
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Mr. Amar Kath Butt (Bnrdwan Division *. Non-Muiiammadan 
Rural) : Sir, I should like to say. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shaninukham Chetty) ; Does 
the Iloiiourahle Member wish to speak ? 

Mr. Amar Nath Butt : Yes, Sir. I do not know what the condi¬ 
tion is in tlie area from wliieh my friend, the Mover of this Dill, hails, but 
I know it for certain fliat in my own province small children of labourers 
who a?*e ‘r(*n(‘rally IjcIow 14 or Id do smoke and thereby refresh themselves 
by sniokini;. Sir, Ihc (pn*stion is whether such a law is necessary at all. 
I am t<»l(l hy a friend of mine who sits behind me that the Ayurvedic 
Shastras also approve of sniokin*f. 1 ap]>eal to my friend, Diwan Bahadur 
Ilarhilas Sai’da, who has <rr(*at reverence for the Shastras. to respect the 
Shastras. 

Mr. G. Morgan 'Bengal : European) ; Is there not a local Bengal 
Act for th(‘ pn‘vention of Juvenile smoking I tliirik 1 remember it 

Mr. Amar Nath Butt : I rlon’t think so. 1 have been at the bar for 
more rh;nj 'lO yejirs, and 1 have not eome aero.vs even a single eas<* at least 
Ml my own di^1riet und(‘r any siieli Aet. 

Mr. G. Morgan : Kxaetiy not operating. 

Mr. Amar Nath Butt : My poii»i w'as that my friend, befon* spon¬ 
soring lliis Kill, should iiave made himself sure thal tli»‘se hoys, if they are 
pr<‘veni«*d from smoking, will not take to .something stronger I ban smoking, 

I mean the bottle. That is more dangerous than smoking. Sir. I atii not 
for eigareitt* smoking. I wouhl prefer the hoolm and I would like to see 
people taking to it in juad'enuiee to cigars or cigar(‘ttes. Hooka is available 
everywhen* and it is very niueii cheaper. Even in Bengal, if I go to tiiy 
Hoinnirable friend, the Law ..Memb(*r*s il<»u.s’e, I .shall get the hooka and 
not cigar(‘ttes which unfortunately is replacing the hooka. F'ormerly, w’e 
had oidy hmtka and not cigarettes everyliere. But, as 1 .said, 1 am not in 
favour of smoking cigarettes and cigars, hut wliy prevent people from 
smoking htatha, unless this is very necessary.* My friend, of course, knows 
the conditions in his own province, I mean the Ajmer-Menvara, and if he 
is sure that these ])eoj>le will not take to bottle, or if they have not already 
tak(‘n to it, 1 w’ill leave it to his moral sen.se to see whether or not such a 
re.striction, as In* ))rojioses, .should he imj>t>sed. My friend talks so much 
about the freedom in every sphere of human activity. T appeal to him 
to .see that bottles are not intnxlueed in j)lace of the hooka or other kind of 
smoking. If he a.ssociatcs the bottle also wdtii tobacco, I have no objection, 
but my fear is thal, if you stop juvenile smoking, they will take to .some¬ 
thing stronger, which is far more deleterious. With tluise words. Sir. I 
oppose the Bill. 

Mr. R. S. Sarma t Nominated Non-Oflieial) ; Sir, I move that the 
question lx* now i)ut. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai (Sind : Non-Muhammadan Rural) : I should 
like to sav a few w’’ords on this motion. I am not a smoker. (An Honour- 
ablc Mctalxr : Question.”) 1 must say that I abhor smoking, and I may 
further .say tliat J have not been contaminated by this \'ice even though 
I have travelled throughout the world including America where smoking 
is so very prevalent. Sir, 1 support, this Bill very heartily. I cannot 
understand why there should be any objection to making a law to prohibit 
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juvenile* sinokiiifr. 1 would prt'fer that none sliould smoke, but ii! Iluit is 
not j)Ossiblo, wliy not aeeept thi^ le^rislalion to pn^vent cliildren from 
smokiji«j:* / Sir, the smell that comes out of smokinj? is really very horrible. 
Then'fore, 1 submit that if it is contended that, if smoking is sto})(»ed, boys 
will take to other more harmful thinjrs, sueli as liepior, the plain reply to 
all that is this, that it will be our duty to brinjr forward a Hill to stop 
peoj)le fronj drinkiiifr li(|Uor which is also a vice for children. Sir, I 
support this Bill veiw stroiijrly. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shanmukhain Thetty) : The 
question is : 

“ That tho Bill to prevent Juveniles from smoking Tobaeeo be taken into lOii- 
Bideratioii. 

The motion was adopted. 

(Causes 2 to o were added to the Bill. 

('"lause 1 was added to the Bill. 

The Title and the Breamble were added to the Bill. 

Diwan Bahadur Harbilas Sarda : Sir, 1 move that the Bill be passed. 

The motion was adojded. 


THE rXTOrcllABILlTV ABOLITION BILL. 

Rao Bahadur M. C. Rajah (Xoniinated Non-Official > ; Sir, 1 hep to 
move. 

Pandit Satyendra 'Nath Sen (Presidency Division : Non-Muham¬ 
madan Kural) ; Sir, 1 ri.se to a j)oint of order. 

Rao Bahadur M. C. Rajah : What i.s the j)oint of ord(‘r ? J hav«- not 
said anything yet. 

Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen : i rise to a point of order. Sir. 

Mr. President (Tin* llomuira’.jle Sir Shanmukhain (’hetly) : Whai is 
the fx'inl of ord(*r / 

Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen : sir, I Im*** i(» submit that this Bill for 
the aboiilion of iiJdouclia]»ilily aiiioiijj: tiie liindus is //Z/iv/ n’ns of this 
Lepislatur(*. i take my sland on the notification of the Oovernment of 
India under .section. 

Mr. S. C. Mitra fOliittaponir ami Ra.jshahi Divisions : N(»n-Muham- 
madan Knralj : Nothing has be-n n oveo so far. The point of onler is 
premature. 

Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali (Lucknow and Kyzabad Divisions ; 
Muhammadan Rural) : Sir, how can the Honourable Member raise a 
point of order at this stape ? Th** Honourable the Mover has not saiil 
anything so far. 

Mr, President (Thn Jlonoiirablc Sir Shanmukhani (4ietty) : The 
Chair understands ll.at Pandit Saiycndra Nath Sen wants to raise a 
point of order that the Bill is ///Z/y/ r//T,s* of this Ia‘pi.slalure ; is that so ? 

Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen ; Ye*#, Sir. 





THE UNTOUCHABILITY ABOLITION BILL. 


Mr. President (The iJojiour&,i)I(; Sii Sh/ininukham Chetty) : Let the 
Honourable Meiub^T, Mr. M. 0 Itajaii, move bis inotioii first. 

Rao Bahadur M. C. Rajah ; Sir, 1 to move : 

** Tlirit tiu* r^ill to provide for the obolitioii oi* untouchability aniong t.bo Hindus 
be icl’erre<l to u Keleet <’omriiittee of the Honourable the Ijuw Meirtber, tlie 

lloiiomable Sir ilarrv Haijr, Diwan Italiailur Ifarbilas Sarda, Mr. ('. S. Itanga Jyer, 
Mr, (»aya Prasad Singh, .Mr. T. N. itaruakri.shiia Kedfly, .Mr. S. (\ Mitra, Mr, Fi. v! 
.Ja<lhav, Mr. H. Kajaraiii Pandian, ("ajdain Kao Bahadur niaudliri Lai V’liaiid, Kai 
Bahadur Kuinvar Kaghubir ►Singh, Kao Bahadur H. K. Pandit, Mr. K. S. .Sarma aed. 
Ilie .M(»ver, and tliaf tin* nuiuber of ineiiibers whose preseiiee shall be iioce-ssary to 
eon.stitute a meeting of the (.’ofninittce shall be five.*' 

Sir, iii (loiii;r, I to JIot/ou!*u])k‘ Members unanimously to 

co-operate in facilitaling tlie progress. 

Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen : sir, I rise io a point of or<ler. 

Mr. President ^'fhe lionourable Sir Slianmiikham Chetty) : Order, 
order. L( t tbe Honourable M(:iiib(*r jinisli. 

Rao Bahadur M. C. Rajah : I appeal to Honourable Members yn- 
animously to eo.djmriite in nieiiiialiiig the ])ro<:ress of this belated effort 
to do justice t(» tiu* iiepresserl ( ‘as.^cs. li 1 eiiler iiUo an :iiiaiysis of the 
act.s of (unission iW>\ tornmission oii the p.irt «)f my fellow Hindus that 
nave produced tin* di'griuialiou to vbicii UiV v'omniuuity is conden'iied 
and brougiit abcuit tlie .^lianu* and humiliation t)f Jliuduisni itself before 
tbe world, it will t ike liours. 1 do not want to embitter feelings by 
recapitulating the past \.-iie?i 1 see that a great and welcome cliange has 
conu* o\a*r the Hindu mind as a wlole. 'Piiis Hill is based upon the prin¬ 
ciple that the law of iio civiliy.nl country can rtcognise (u* give its sup¬ 
port and as.sistan'*e to an auli-.social usage opposeil to humanity as well 
as national iutt*n‘sls. 

Pandit Saty*3ndra Nath Sen : What is the proc» vlure followed here. 
Sir 

Mr. President Cflie llonouraiib Sir Siiannmkham Chetty) : Order, 
order, 'i ii»’ Ilonourabb .^Ituids r can raj.se bis point of onler aftei* tbe 
.Mr. Kajali lias lini.slied. He will not l‘*se his rigid. 

Rao Bahadur M. C. Rajah : That an ineipiity is old is no reason for a 
day's furtbei delay in reitresr, luit for gri*ah*r s]>eed in penitence and 
restitution. Snell a n!“asure. \vecXjMt»!cd, would Ik* taken up by Ctovci'ii- 
nieid 'viilj alacrity si‘ciug how niueli popular sup[»ort lias bct'U wliole- 
Iieartrdlv giNan t*. it. aiei bow tari»*siiy pojMiiar o?-ganisat ions plead 
for it^ **U4U*tiueni. I am inclined to press for a Seb*ct i’omn.ittee, if not 
enaidno'h! of tie* ineasui*t in this S»*s./ioi. ilM‘lf. it being a nono-ontro- 
vm’sial and. belated reeogi iti(»n of a wrii-kuowui prinei]>le f>f Juris])rU'.l- 
enee as well a*^ tiie bared negative jUstici' to tbe oppressed Community 
that I repres.ni. H«it as some Mmabers desire eirmilation, I have no 
o!)jcction if the Hons.* desires to do so. I hope tin* Hill will in tinu* 
receive su]>port from all, and set rigid ati intolerable wrong in the ad¬ 
ministration of the laws of our country. 

Sir. tin* cause of the l)eprcs.sed ('la.sscs eombinos in it tbe best of 
religion, tbe best of buiuauity iiiul tbe best of nationalism, it is a eauso 
worthy (d’ the lM*st energi(*s and the mo.st stn‘ntious eff’orts of a large 
numb(‘r of Indians who believe “ life is a mi.ssion and duty its liigliesr 
law ”, and the best fulfilment of that duty lies in the service of npliftiug 
of tbo.se whom hnman tyranny and ]>rejndiee have practically pul out 
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of the luilo oi humanity. No sin is greater than that of attempting to 
keep IniTM.in beings in a state of perpetual bondage. It is infamous 
beyond measure and galling to the very soul of men, to deliberately and 
persistently keep a section of the ])eople—God’s own children—and 
removing them by brute force or by religious and social duplicity to the 
level of beasts. 

The vision of the future from the heiglits of legi.slation discb».ses 
the Hindu Race so rich in culture and philosopiiy, united and insepara- 
ablc fo!* till time witJi no more dividing walls betw(*cn tl.«* two gn‘at 
sections of caste and no-castt*. 

Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen : Sir. 1 beg 1t> submit that this Jtill is 
rins of this Li'gislatlire. As I said. I lake my stand on the notifica¬ 
tion of tin' (bwi'rnmcnt of India jmblished in during tin* regime of 

Lord Canning and on the Queen's rroclamation of iSdS. I would only 
read out otu' sentt'iice from each of tin'sc in order to n'lnind IIononi*able 
dlemlu'i’s (»f tji(‘ ennients of ihost* docunients. Tin* N«)tification says 

Ht' jiroclnims tli.-o tli«' iMivcniuinit oi‘ lii-lin rnffit.'iiro. no 

to with llioir n*lii;i(»ij (»r f;ist»*. 

And the (,|uecn*s i*!’oclaination says : 

“ \Vr do strictly clijHgj' iooi rnjoin :iH those \\h«» niny ho in ninliori1\ iiinlrr Vs 
thi’l tho\ at)stain from all iiitt*rlVn‘iu*o with religions Indict’s ami wursiiip of ihir 
f^utjjocts oil pain of Oiir highest dis|»lt*;isuri\ ” 

This Bill, uliicli is inU'tuhnl tor tin* abolition of iintouchahility which 
is sanctioned by tin' Sliastras as wvW as by cnstoins, docs interfere with our 
religion and (‘aste. It do(*> not re<juire any ehxjuenee to pi*r)ve that it docs 
interfere with our religion. I would draw the attention of Honourable 
Members to tin* implication and effect. 

An Honourable Member ; Is he making a s])e(*ch 

Mr. President Honourable Sir Shanmukham Chetty'i : The 

powers of this Legislature are defined in the Goverunu*nt of India Act and 
not in the Queen’s Ih'oclamation. ami if Honourable Members want to draw 
the attention of the ('liair to the fact that, a certain Bill is ulha rims of 
the Indian Legislature, they mu.st draw attention to tiie relevant jiortioii 
of tin* Governm(*nt of India Act in the first instance. The Chair w’ould, 
therefore, ask the Hononr/lble M'emb(*r first fo draw itn attention to the 
s(*ction of the Government of India Act on which he relics. 

Pandit Satyendra Natb Sen : Apart from this Notification and 
Proclamation, I rely on the Government of India Act,—last paragraph of 
sub-clause (;?) of section 65, which runs as follows : 

“ Tilt; Indian Logislaturo ha.s imt power to make any law afl’ectiiig the authuiity 
of Parliament, or any jiart of the uiiwTittrn lawH or roiiHtitutioij of the Viiited JCiugdom 
of Great Britain and Ireland whereon may depend in any degree the nllogiuiice of any 
person to the Crown of the Vnited Kingdom.” 

It is a Avell known fact that orthodox Hindus ow^c their allegiance 
substantially on the ground that their religion and caste would be pro¬ 
tected by the Crown. That is ray ground. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shanmukham Chetty) : The 
relevant ijortion of section 65 to which the Honourable gentleman has 
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drawn the attention of the Chair does not apply in this present case, 
because the section clearly says that this Le{?islature has not power-- 

“ to make any law affecting the authority of Parliainentj or any part of the unwritten 
laws or eouHtitiition of the ITnited Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland whereon ma} 
dcyeriil in any degree the alh'gianee of any person to the Crow'n of the United 
Kingdom ’ 

If the Ifononra])lc geiitlenian wants to take .shelter under the pr(»vi- 
sio]’. relating to allegiaiK'e to the (Vown he must point out that tliis Bill 
contraven(*s some law or eonstitulion of the Cnited Kitigdoin of Great 
BriGiin and I?*eland on which def)ends the allegiance to the T rowii. The 
(Queen’s Proclamation is not a part of the \^’7•itten or unwritten law of 
Great Britain and Ireland and, therefore, it is not covered hy ifie section 
to whi<'lj the Honourable Member lias drawn the attentioji ot' tlio Chair. 
Therefori', I lie Cliair holds that this Bill is fjiiite infra vires of tliis 
L(tgislature. 

Motion moved : 

‘‘ Tli.'it tln' mil 1<t |irovi<h‘ till the al»o]itif*n of uutoin-lirihility among Hindus, 
In itdi-rrcd to a Si Iim-? I'o.Mmiiliv ronsistiiig oT tht* llonourahlo tht* l.aw Mnmhci, the 
Tlonoarahlc Sii Ilarrv llaig, Idwan llalia'lnr liarbila> Surda, Mr. C. ‘S. i’uuga Fycr, 
Atr. <ia\a I’rasad s,ijig!i, Mr. T. N. Uamak^i^llna IJoddy, Mr. S. i.\ Mitra., Mr. P>. V. 
.Jadliav. .Mr. I». K’ajaram 1‘aiidian, c'aptai’i liao Baha<iiir ('haiidliri T/al riiarid, jtai 
Bahadur Knnwar Jfagln.hir Singh. I.’ao liahadur S. H. I^indit, Mr. K. ,S. Sanaa and 
tin- .Movi r. and that tin- iiumlMT of ommoIut^- whox* pn-snaa* sliall 1 m* n-'ia'ssary to 
eon.'!i! ;{utr a !ii(*oting of tho ( oinmitleo shall la* tivo.'* 

'I’Ih’ (’hair is not suri* wliether it would be possible for t!ie Ibiiise to 
fiuisli eoiisideration of this motion today. 

Mr. R. S. Sarma fXoininated Non-Otlieial ) : Mr. President, I move : 

“ That the Bill he rinulated for th«‘ purjiosc of eliciting opinion thereon by the 
end of .luiie, lih'}4. 

I do not think the House expects a speech in vSU})pc>rt of this amend¬ 
ment of mine at the fag end of the day. T understand, the Ilonourabie the 
Mover is willing to aect'pt this motion for circulation, and I think that 
30th dune, 1034, is suitable for all parties eoiieerned in this matter. 

Mr. President (The Honourable 8ir Shanmukham Cln‘tty) : Amend¬ 
ment moved ; 

Thai the Bill be rirciilatod for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 
end of June, in.'M.” 

Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen : Sir, I gave notice of a motion for 
circulation, but I am going t(» opp<»se the main motion. Am 1 entitled to 
this ? 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shanmukham Chetty) : Is not 
the Honourable Member moving his own amendment V 

Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen : I am not j)repared to move ray amend¬ 
ment. I am op})osing the Itill. Honourable Membei^ will remember that 
1 moved a motion for circulalioii of the previous Bill, namely, the Temple 
Entry Bill. There my language was that the Bill ho circulated amongst 
ihe tenifde going Hindus only, but it was objected to by the Honotirable 
the Home Member on the ground of practical difficulties. I, therefore, 
gave notice of a motion that this Bill be circulated amongst Hindus only. 

I now understand that the motioii will not be accepted, because my 
Honourable friend, Mr. Saima, has preceded me and in all probability his 



LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


[6th Sept. 1933 . 


[l^andit Satyendra Nath Sen.] 

motion Avill he aeceidod. I, iheretore. feel iiu'Iiiied to oppose the motion 
and that for two reasons at least, heeansc the (rovernment are iiiclined to 
go back upon the assuranee wliieli they have repeatedly given ns anil 
because this Bill is niiieh more wide Ilian the previous Bill and, therefore, 
much more obnoxious. At the very outset I may inform Ilonourabh* 
Members that the Mill is mi^i'oneeived. In tlie Mreamble it is stated 
“ Whereas it is increasingly felt by the Hindu eommunity I say that 
the reformers who are the sponsors of these Bills are no representatives 
of the Hindu eonimunity. They form not more than five per cent, of the 
entire Hindu eonimunity. It is only some of the Knglish educated people 
w’ho can sponsor Bills like this ami, as this Bill is wider, it will include 
the Temple Kntry J5ill also. Xot only that, it will create other diflicultics. 
For example, when a caste Hindu is making his worsliip or eating his 
meals, an untouchable may touch him ami there is no remedy against him 
to be obtained by the caste Hindu, because clause 2 states : 

“ Not withstanding anything contuiiu'd in any existing enaetnieiit, regulation or 
order and notwithstanding ;niy custom or usage or interpretation of law, no penalty, 
disadvantage or disability shall be imposed upon, or any iliscrimination made or 
recognised agahi.st ajiy subject of the Stah* on the ground ti»al such jktsou belongs to 
an untouchable caste or class among Hindus and no civil or criminal i't)urT shall 
recognise any custom of iiiitouchability or base its a<ljudication on such a custom.” 

We have a remedy against caste Shudras, but wt‘ liave no rein(*dy 
against an untouchable. Why this preferential treatment ’ This will 
give rise to anomalies. When 1 am worshipping, if 1 am disturlxMl by a 
caste Shudra or an outeasted Hindu. I have a remedy agaimd him. but not 
against an untouchable. I can sm* the caste Slimlra or lli<* outeijsted 
Hindu in a law (’ourt, but not an untouebable. Why tliis difVerential 
treatment / It is for this rea.<on that I propose to oppose this Bill. Bur 
as I am sure that the motion for eireulatinn will h»* [)a.ssed, 1 will reipiest 
the Hommrable the Houk* Mend)er to sec tiiat 11»e Mill is not circulated in 
the ordinary manner, but is eireulated “ specially among the recoirj»H<‘'l 
religious instituti<ms and assoeiati(m.s of the (M)mmuiiity who.so rt'IlLlon 
sought t(» lu’ a1Tect<‘d by tliese l»ills I take this language fro’ii the re])1y 

given by His h]xeellcney the A’ieoroy to the depnlation, that waited iipoit 
him. of the All-India Varnashrania Sanirha, ami there were otli(*r assiir- 
anees also. J may refor to tin* (bjvornmeni eommnniipi*'* from \iiiiel) I 
quoted and which the Hononrahle the Home .Member also qiiote(l on th * 
last occasion. Il is not at all an nnreasotiahle refjuest, hecansi' Mr. (landhi 
is also of the saitie opinion. In reply to a connnnnieation addi’cssed to 
him, *Mr. (iandhi sent the following letter : 

“ T .'Oil <juite convinced, lidwrvcr, tin* iutridereuci' t’rf)m mm Ilijidus c.'iuiiol 

}»e tol(*r;it<*d in ;i umftiT wlii<’lj i.s juirrly r«*ligi(»u.s i.s.suf ;ind which is one I'.s.'^i'iitinlly 
for tin* JJindii.s to .settle omoiig tliemseJve.s. ’ ’ 

Sir, til is is another Mill to which His Excellency the Viceroy has 
accorded his .sanction, f beg most respiTtfnlly to submit that we ex|)eetcd 
from His Exci'lleney otherwise, becausi* in riqily to a deputation of the 
Marwari Association, His Excellency. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shanmukham dietty) : Order, 
order. Th<‘ Honourable M(»mber cannot criticise the action of His 
Excellency here. 

Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen : Sir, the Bill is before us. Am I not 
en I it led to express my views regarding the sanction ? I am not criticising 
his conduct. 
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Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shanmukham Chetty) : The 
Honourable Member e.annot criticise the action of Viceroy on the floor 
of this IJ ouse. 

Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen : This Bill, like similar other Bills, is 
overdue in this Lej^islatiire, overdue lujt in tlie srui.>e that ai'e at all 

pro|>er, but that they are inevitable, [jot me explain my j)oint further. 
There is a set of Knjrlisli ]>olitieians wh(», sinee some years past, have b<‘en 
tryinj^ to kill the Biahminical culture whieh lias maintained a ])eculiar 
sort of indej)endence in spite of fiolitical sn}).jncration. These politicians 
cannot endure this son of iiidepimdence on the part of Indian^. The 
reformers ar(‘ so many tools in 1h(‘ir hands in achievinpr their end. These 
refr>rmers, owinjr to tlieir vieious culture, play into their hands for two 
reasons. By their culture they are always inclined to imitate the wesrern 
ideals in words, thoujrhts and deeds, and seeondly, heinjr unable lo make 
any lu'adway in tin* matter of jiolitical reforms, they want to exhaust their 
enerjry in some other direetion and. findinfr an ea.sy outlet in relijrious 
matters, they want t(» fall upon the innoeent Hindus in conformity witli 
the jirinciple c(»ntained in the Ben^»^ali adajre tiiat one who cannot make an 
imjiressifui outside comes home and heats his own wife. 

Sir, as 1 liav<‘ said, tlu*.se nd'ormers are not the representatives of the 
^ Hindus and they have no claim to speak in 

the name of the Hindu community. It is argrued 
thill We should accept this Bill on the ground of common sense. I said on 
a previous occasion that common .sen.se is a thinjr which is ’js iiustah.le as 
unsaf*' iiud I trave an illustration then. other illu.stration comes to 

my mind on tlit* pr(*sent occasion. Mr. (iandhi says that inuij^e worship is 
not a sin. ratluu* it is necfvssary. But another leadiT, who hails from Beiijral, 
Dr. loihiudra .\atli T/iirore, has clearly declared that hufwsv vauxhip i.s a 
sin. \ow. wliom t(» follow in this crisis ? 

Mr. D. K. Lahiri Chaudhury (Btuipil : Landholders') ; Do you 
v'(»rship an iinaj^e 

Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen : I do, althou'rh imt in the sense in 
Wilieh they take it. 

Sir Abdulla-al-Mamlin Suhrawardy iBunlwan ami IVesidemy Divi¬ 
sions : Muhammadan IxiiraD : But Kohindra Nath Ta^rore Is a Brahmn. 

Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen . But they are (uir leaders. Even 
Mr. (Jaiidhi is not a Hindu iii the literal >eiise of the term. Then, it is 
said that we should accept the prineijile of this l»ill on the inouud of 
hiimanily. Is thei-e any ju’cmtUmmI .stamlard of liumaTiily .’ Is tliere any 
Iwirdei* line of iinmauity which .says that we should eonu* up thus far and 
no further ! There would he (»tlh*r people who would, on the .satne jrround 
of humanity, insist on ?»mini»' further. They would insist on int<*r-dininir 
and irit(‘r-niarriafre as w<‘ll as soim* of them have been aetiially (^e.ln^^ 1 

want to show that these thinjrs are tinstable and unsafe. All this fuss has 
\hhm\ crealeil by these reformers. This IV\U is not even supported by the 
jrenerality of the untouehables. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi (Nominated .\on-Otfieial) : AVho told you that ? 

Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen : I can cite instances to tliat effeet. 
On the last liarijan Day, the local leaders of ('uttaek wanted to drair the 
untonehahles into Kali’.s temple. Imt tlicy refused to listen to them. I 
will cite one other instance which was n'ported in the Ananda Bazar 
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Pairikii which is an organ of the reformers. A‘t Contai, wJiicJi is a sub¬ 
division of the Midiia])ore dislriel, when the reformers asked the 
untouchables to transgress their usual rights, tlit'y were bi*aten by them 
witli broom-sticks. TJiat is not my own invention ; it was reported in 
the Ananda Bazar Patrika which is a i)aper in support of these reformers. 
So, J beg to submit that in cases where common sense dilfei’s and w^iiere 
there is a difterence of views, Shastras should b(* our only guitle. If 
you do not abide by this dictum, you are (piite at liberty to preach 
another religioij as was done by the late Raja Rajn IMohan Roy or the 
late Sw’ami Dayanand. You cannot be allowi‘d to takt* your seat on 
the broad bn'ast of religion and sooioly and commit outrage on them. 
Sir, tliat being so, I should a«sk Ilk* liimiii.^ to abkle by the Shastras only. 
Now. what do these Shastras tell us Honourable JMembers w’ill 
rememlK»r th(‘ history of tho origin of these untouchables which I gave 
them on the last oeea.sion. In one short s<nilenee ] will remind them 
again of it. 

Honourable Members ; nMiiember all your speeches. 

Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen : Sir, these untoui'habb‘s owi* tlieir 
origin to serious violations of marital laws. Mann says tliat w<* shouhl 
have no Intimate dealings with tlies.* people. Sai!i\artta aoi! Atii are 
also of the same o|)iiiion. This i.s what they say : 

“ Chaudillani patitain sprishtwa shavam Antyajam ova cha 
Udakytini flutikaiii narini saviiHah ananani {wdiarot.”—Samvartta. 

— If one tonelk's a tdiaiidala or a fallen man or a dead body or any 
other Antyaja or a woman, who is in mens|ruati<»n. oi- a wonuui wiio 
has only iTooutly delivered, lie should tak(* a liath. 

Mr. B. V. Jadhav (Bomhay (’entral Division : NomMuhammadan 
Rural) : !\Iay 1 ask tin* learned Pandit whether he I’ollows iliat Shhika ? 

Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen ; I do, and many othm- p<*o]de do the 
same. It may he a news to my Honourable fri<*nd. l)(‘eause lie know’s 
nothing about the Hindu society, but tliis is a fact. 

Mr. R. S. Sarma : May I ask a direetion from you. Sir ? Tu view 
of the lateness of the hour, will yon be ])leased to direct that Pandit 
Sen's speech be taken as r(‘ad and ineorporattsl in the debates of the 
A.s.sembly ? 

Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen : How ? T beg to submit. Sir. that 
this Ls the only place wdiere we can give full expression to our views, 
otherw’ise, outside this lTo\ise we are even tdiysically obstructed by the 
non-violent followers of Mr. Gandhi. T am .sorry the Honourable the 
Law Member Ls not in. liis .seat. He will hear me out w'ben 1 say thi.s, 
because he him.self had .some ugly experience at the hands of tho.se so- 
callecl harbingers of democracy. That incidcuil happened in Calcutta 
sometime ago. Afri say.s ; 

“Charmako rajako vainyn dhlvaro natakastathfi 

Etan Bpriahtva dwijo mohat achamet prayatopi gan. 

Etaih gprishto dwijo nityam ekaratram ghritam pibet.” 

Then, again : 

** Yastu chchhayam shwapakagya brahmanagtwadhigachchhati. 

Sa cha snanaii prakurvTta ghritam priahya ruihiiddhati.** 



THE UNTOUOHABIUTY ABOLITION BILL. 


m 


—If a Brahmin comes across even the shadow of a Chandala, he should 
perform a bath and drink Ohee for purification.” 

Manu says : 

**Na taih aamayam anwich4:hhet puruaho dfiarmam dcluiran. 

—A religious man should have no dealings with these untouchables. 

It is argued by some of the reformers that these texts do not oceui* 

in the Vedas, hut that they occur only in the Smritis. We resent 

this sort of argument. It only betrays their ignorance. It is not only 
the Vedas that are authorities on our Dhanna, but the Smritis also are 
authorities. The text is : 

** Vedah amritih sadftcharah swasya cha priyam atmanah 
otat chaturvidham prahuh saksiiad dharmasya lakshanam.” 

The Vedas, the Smritis and good conduct and one's own complacence 
in matters of choice.—these are the authorities on Dhanna. So the 
Smriti also is an authority on Dhanna. . However, to satisfy these 

captious critics, I will cite some texts from the Vedas which go to 

support that untouehability is recognised in the Vedas also. Honour¬ 
able Meni])ers will remember the text I quoted the other day from the 
Chhandogya Hpanishad which mentions the untouchables along with 
sfune of tlie lowest forms of creation as having their birtli determined 
by their a<*ts in their previoiis births. 

An Honourable Member : Are Tpanishads Vt*(las 

Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen : Tin* rpanislunN are the essence of 
\b‘das, tlM*y art' V<*(la.^ par urdlemr. The Brihadaranyakftpanishad 
also says : 

•‘Na jiiuam ivat, niintani iyjlt. ’ 

A eastt* Hindu should not go t(t an untouchable or visit his habita¬ 
tion. Tie' Snhla Yajur ^'eda. (Tiapter .'Id, makes irn'iition of the four 
castes as well a*- some <»f the unttuiclialtle ca.stes. namely : Dhevara. 
Kaivi.'itta. Kirata, Xishatla. and so forth. 

It is not that these were later imaginations of the Smritikaras. but 
they do occur in the V<*das also. As a di.s.scfiticnt voice has been raised 
a-s to wbctlier tlie rpanisliads are the Veda.s, 1 am j)rf*parcd to cite .some 
texts in order to satisfy these doubting friends. The Shukla Yajur Veda 
Samhita says : 

** Shundhadhwam devayajy&yai yad vah ashuddhftb par&jaghnah.’" 

This is addre.ssed to the sacrificial iin]>lements made of wood. They 
are told, “ gtd yourselves purified by this sjirinkling as you were made 
by unholy persons ”—evidently referring to the carpenters, and «o 
forth. Sir, I may inff>nn my Tlononrable friends that it will be news 
to some of them and 1 invite the special attention of my Honourable 
friend, Diwau Bahadur Sarda, that in commenting on these passages 
from‘the Shukla Yajur Veda even the late Swami Dayanand Saraswati 
giv(».s a reason for tliis view. Tie says that the company of the untouch¬ 
ables is to be avoided, because their touch or their breath may ])o]hite 
others. This is what he says in the Bhasbys of the text. Sir, we have 
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fallen on evil timers. We, Hindus, do not believe in the Shastras and 
the Arya Saniajists also do not believe in the sayings of their Guru, 
Swaiiii Daya-naiid Saraswati. Everybody is anxious to be guided by his 
own eoiuinon sense. 

An Honourable Member ; What a calamity ! 

Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen : It is certainly a calamity. It should 
be remembered that ceremonial cleanliness is primarily a mattei- to he 
discu.ssed in the Smriti works and not in the Vedas. Mr. Gandhi was 
very right when he said on the -Ith November that “ Sanatan Dharma 
is the vital faith based ujmn the Vedas and writings that follow(‘d 
them Hy the expression “ writings that followed them ”, i\lr. Gandhi 
evidently meant Smritis. .]u.st two months later, on the 4th .lamiary, 
lie shifted his position. llt‘ gave a difTerent ciftinition of Sanalan 
Dharma. He says that “ ISanatan Dharma is good conduct which people 
can read) ” Every intelligent person can see that this definition makes a 
lot of differenc(\ If tills definition is to be accejited, 1 do not see any 
diff(*rence between Sanatan Dhai-ma and any other Dharma. Every 
Dliarina will accept the principle lliat Dliarma is good condiK'f which 
peofle can reach. So if we are to accept this definition given hy 
Mr. Gandhi later on, 1 say that all distinetion Ijetwe:’)) Sanaian Driarma 
and all oilier Dharmas eeases to exist 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir (Uombay rity : Non-Muliammadan rrbanj : 
.May I app(’al to tin* Honourable Member tliat, after a long day. be 
.should allow ns to take advantage of the open air on this lieantifnl day. 

Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen : T am sorry I cannot oblige my 
llonourabh* friend. Tlii.s is a vital thing. If the Honourable Member 
wishes to leave the House, be can do so with the leave of the Honourable 
the Pri'.sitlent. 

Mr. A. Hoon f.Mlahabnd and Jhansi Divisions : Non-Muhammadan 
Rural) : T wi.sh to refer to one thing as mentioned by my Honourable 
friend in his address whidi has .set me shivering thi.s afternoon. The 
Honourable IMember has said that if the shadow of an untouchable falls 
upon a Hindu, he should take a bath immediately. Ever since he said 
that. T have been shivering, because T am wondering wliethcr it should be 
« cold bath or a hot bath. 

Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen : Cold bath for us, and hot bath for 

i’('forjners. 

Mr. B. V. Jadhav : May I know from the Honourable Member 
whether, as he daily comes near ray Honourable friend, ]\rr Ka.jah, he cv(*r 
takes a bath ? 

Pandit Satyendra Natb Sen : There arc* substitute's for baths also. 

An Honourable Member : What are those substitutes ? 

Pardit Satyendra Nath Sen : Ton complain that yon are tired 
rind you want to go home mid. yet. you want further elucidation upon this 
point. 

Mr. President fTlu* Honourable Sir Rhanmukham Chetty) : ITow 
long does the ironourable ^yfenibev propose to take ? As this is the last 
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<lay for non-official Bills, tho f-hair would oortainly have no objection to 
sit a little late, if il Ls the general d(‘sire of the House to finish the business 
jiow before tht‘ House. How lon{? will the Honourable AI(‘i)iber take to 
finish his speech ! 

Several Honourable Members : \o. we cannot sit. 

Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen : I will take t}iree-(piarters of an hour 
more. 

Mr. D. K. Lahiri Cbaudhury : I want to speak mj this motion. 
There ar(‘ several other Members wh(» also want to speak. 

Mr. S. C. Sen fBen^^al National Chamber of (knnmeree ; Indian 
('ommeree) : There is a moetinjr of the Soloet Committee called for for 
this eveninjr. 

Mr. President (Tin* Homuirabb* Sir Shanmiikliam (.’hetty i : Cur 
usual practice* is to a(lj<uirn at a ipiarter to five (*very day. The Chair 
understands that .soine important Select t'ommittees liave l)een summoned 
for this eveninir. and, on an important Bill of this nature which cei’tain 
Ne(*tions of the House eonsi(h*i- to he vei*y vital to them, tlie (’hair cannot 
i-lose the (liseiission wilfumt Ldviii”* an o]>p(*rtunity b> evei*y s(*ctif)n (>i‘ 
ihoiijjlit to ex]»ress itself. (Hear, hear.) If tin* Honoiirahle illemher. 
Candil Sen, •roiiitr to take three-(juarters (»f an hmir im»re and if there 
are also (»t)»er Honoiirahle Mmnbers to sp<*ak on tin* motion, it would not 
be reasonable to <*x]»eet tbe House to sit mueb longer. Tberefoi-t*. we 
oiurlit to adjourn tbe House just now. 

Tbe Assfuuhly then adjourned till Eleven of the clock on Wednesday, 
tin* nth September, 




LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Wednesday, 6th September, 


Tin* Assruibly met in the Assembly Chamber at Kleven ol* the Clock, 
Mr. Presiiient i, The Honourable Sir Shanmukham Chetty) in the Chair. 


Ql’MSTIOXS AXD AXSWERS. 

ItAC’IAL IvliSTKirTIONS AUAIXST IXDIAXS TO lil’Y LaXD IN KeXYA. 

tioti. '-'Mr. Gaya Pra&ad Singh : {a) Has the attention of Govern¬ 
ment been drawn to an article in the Tanyonyilca Ojnnion, dated the 
Jlrd February, at jiage 5 under the h<*ading “ Sub-divisions of Plots in 

Highlands " ? 

{h) Is it a fact that there exists in Kenya Highlands a racial restric- 
tJon against Indians to buy land even for non-agricultural purjmses, and 
that this r(‘striction affects the Indian ink^rests i)rejudieially ? What steps 
have Government taken in the matter i 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : in) Yes. 

(/»; So far as the Government of India are aware tlie rcNtriction is 
int(*nded to apj)ly to agricultural land only. As the Ilonourabb* Member 
j)robably knows the matter has bet*n referred to a Select Committee of 
the iCenya Legislative Council. Government have asked for a copy of the 
C(uiimitfet*’s refxuT and, after cou-sidering it. will take suitable action, 
if necessary. 

Mr. N. M. Josbi : In view of the fact that Government recognise 
that the Kenya Governmeiiit, with the approval of the Britisli Government^ 
impose racial discrimination and restrictions against Indians, may I 
ask whether they will represent to the Britisli Government that the 
Govei-nment of India should have similar ]>owers in the future consti¬ 
tution lor imposing restrictions upon the subjects of tho.se colonies 
where r<*strietions are imposed upon Indians ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : My Honourable friend asked a similar question 
the otrier <lay ainl 1 inku’iiied him that the Joint Select Ci>mmitii*e of 
Parliament and His Majesty’s Government are now seized of the matter. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : May I ask whether the Government of India have 
considered paragrajdi 122 of the White Paper ? 

Mr. G. 8. Bajpai : T am not in a position to answ’er whether they 
have considered paragraph 122 or not. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : May I ask whether they will consider that para¬ 
graph 122 from the point of view of the facts that have arisen out of 
this question 1 

Mr. G. 8. Bajpai : The Honourable Member’s suggestion will be 
conveyed to the proper quarter, Sir. 

( 1003 ) 
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Leases in Kenya Native RESEB\nES. 

657. *Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : (a) Has the attention of Govern¬ 
ment been drawn to an article in the Tanganyika Opinion, dated the 
3rd February, 1933, at page 6 under the lieading “ Leases in Ken^^a 
Native Reserves ” ? 

ih) Is it a. laet’ that leases of plots whicli have already been com¬ 
mercially develo])ed by tliem. have been refused to Indian traders, and that 
in future there is a danger ol* tliat policy being more vigorously pursued ? 
If so, what steps have Loveniment taken to safeguard the interests of the 
Indians ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai ; (a) and (Z>). Governmont have no information 
beyond what is ccmtained in the news])aper report referred 1o l)y the 
Hononrcible Member and await the report of the Kenya Land Commission. 

DiSl'RlMIXATlON AliAIXST AsIATK' STAFF IN THE TANGANYIKA RAILWAYS. 

668. *‘Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Has the attention of Govern¬ 

ment be(‘n drawn lo a leadiim- article in tin* Tangmiyika Opiniini, dated 
the 10th February. 1933, at jaige 7 under the lieading “ Railway Metliods 
and also to anotlier leading article in the Tanganyika (Opinion., dated 
the 14th July, 1933. at i)age 8 under the heading “ The Asiatic in Rail¬ 
ways relating to the severity with which discrimination against die 
Asiatic stalf is practised in the Tanganyika R^iilways ? 

(h) Will Government l»e pleastMl to state it* they ]>ro[)Ose to take some 
steps to guarantee to the Indian stall on the Tanganyika Railways an 
equitable treatment as c(»mmon subjects of His ^Majesty / 

(r) Has the attention (d* (lovernment been drawn to a report in the 
Tanganyika Opinion, dated the 10th February, 1933, at |>age 12 under 
the heading “ .Mr. Gibb’s Report on Railway Rates iind Finance ” V 

(d) Have Government received a copy of that report from the 
Colonial (Iffice ’ If so, have Government con.sid(‘red the recommendations 
made in the rejiort ami its enVets on the Indian settlers in Tanganyika f 
And if so. will (fovernment be pleased lo Jay on the table of this House 
a statiummt showing the results of such consideration and exiunination, 
indicating liow they affect the Indian settlers ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : ia) and (c). Yes. 

{()) Government have made enquiries. 

((I) Government have received and examined tin* report of Mr. Roger 
Gibb on railway rates and finance in Kenya, Fgiirida and Tanganyika 
Terrilorv and propose to address the Secretaiw’ of Stati* shortly. The 
HononralOe Member will appreciate that while the matter is under corres- 
l)ondonce with His .^Iajes|y’s Government who are also awaiting the views 
of the (’olonial Governmenis concerned, the Government of India cannot 
disclose the recommendations that they inigljl make. A vopy of tlie 
report has been placed in the Lihrarj’. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : May T ask whether Indians aro actually 
and, as a matter of fact, on the staff of the Tanganyika Railways ? 

Mr. O. S. Bajpai : Yes, Sir ; Indians are on the staff of the 
Tanganyika Raihva^’s all right. 
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Bdr. Lalchand Navalrai : Is it a large number, or only a few men 
have been taken ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : No, Sir. I said that the practice, so far as the 
railways in the whole of East Africa are concerned, for a long time, has 
been to recruit Indians for certain positions. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : With regard to the answer to part (hj of 
my quest ion, what is the result of the inquiries which Government say 
they have instituted ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : 1 have not yet had a reply from the Government 
of ^J’anganyika. 


Postal Fxion in East Africa. 

659. *Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : (a) lias the attention of Govern¬ 
ment been drawn to the following : 

(i) a leading article in the Tanganyika Ojyinion, datf*d the 17th 

February, at page 4 under the heading ‘‘ Postal Tnion 

in Action ” ; 

(?V) a leading article in the Tanganyika Opinion^ dated the 17th 

March, at page 9 under the heading Postal Union in 

Limelight ” ; 

(///) a leading article in the Tanganyika Opinion, dated the 24th 
March, at ])age 2 under the heading ‘‘ Postal Union in 

Limelight TI ” ; 

(/?•) a I(‘ading artich* in the Tanganyika Opinion^ dated the 28th 
April, 19911, at page 14 under the heading Is It Mutual 
Agreement ; 

{v) a leading article in the Tanganyika Opinion, dated the 26th 
-May, 1999, at page 7 under the heading “ Some Aspects of 
I’oMal ('Jiioii in Action ; 

(r?) a leading article in the Tanganyika Opinion, dated the 2nth 
May, 1999, at page 10 under the heading Postal Union 
Notions of FaLse Economies ’’ ; 

[rii) a leading article in tlie Tanganyika Opinion, dated the 26th 
May, 1!)99, at page 11 under the heading “ Postal Union 
Agreement a ILkmis ? 

(b) Are Government aware that the Postal Union of East Africa has 
not proved an economic measure, and has been responsible for seriously 
undermining the status and service conditions of the Indian stalf in 
Tanganyika and more ]mrticularly the finances of Tanganyika ? 

{(') If the reply to ])art {h) be in the affirmative, are Governmenti 
prepared to t^ke adequate steps in the matter to safeguard the interests 
of the Indians f 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : (a) Yes. 

(b) and (r). In reply to the Honourable Member’s question No. 942, 
I stated on the 20th February that Government’s main concern is to 
ensure that the amalgamation of postiil services does not diffeieiitially 
affect Indian interests, mainly as rt^gards the employment; of Indians. 

L235LAD ^2 
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They Iiinc had no evidence of this so far hut the Ilono inihle aMeinher 
may jest assured that they will watch the situation carefully with a view 
to sjfej^iiardiiig: Indian interests. 

Amelioration of the ('‘ondition of Inih vn Kditcation in Rritism (IriANA. 

000. *Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : (a) Hits the attention of Govi rn- 
mtnt />et»n drawn to a rc])orf pnhlishod in thr Tanga ay tka ()pt7tton, Hated 
the l^Mli March, at paire 2 under the headin" “ Indians in British 

Guiaiia " ? 

(h) W ill Goveriinient he j^hased to state* what steps have been taken 
to aniel’orate the condition of Indian education in that colony ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : (a) Yes. 

(If) Tlie (piestion of educational refonn in British Guiana was 
ctMiipirhensively I’eviewed by the British Guiana Gonimissicm who made 
ini])'-)jlant recommendations in the matter. The Government of India are 
not aAvare wliat action lias been taken in regard to those recommendations 
but aie makinp: in(]uiries, 

SAFEOrARDINCf THE LEGITIMATE INTERESTS OF INDIANS IN Fi.ll. 

66L •]&, Gaya Prasad Singh : (a) Has tlie attention of Govern- 
men been drawn to the news items ])ublished in the Tanganyika Gpininn, 
dated the 26th May. 1933, at page 13 under the lieading “ Indians in 
Fiji and dated the 14t'h July. 1933, at jiagc* 3 under the heading “ Fiji 
M. L. (\ Besigns IIis Seat relating to th<» serious state of affairs in Fiji 
about th(* status of Indians in that colony I 

(h) Will Government be pleased to state what steps have they so 
far taken to assist the Indian community of that colony to safeguard 
their legitimate interests ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : (a) Vos, 

(h) I have nothing to add to the Government of India, Department 
of Education, Health and Lands Resolution, dated the 12th January, 1927, 
and to the reply given to ])art (e) of the Honourable Member's ipiestion 
No. 634 on the 22nd September, 1931, and tiie connected .‘Tipplementaries. 

]\Iaize Pool SfiiEMi: in Keny'a. 

662. *Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh: (a) Has the attention of Govein- 
nieiit been drawn to an article published in the Tanganyika Opinion, 
dated tlie 16th June, 1933, at t)age 2 under the heading “ Kenya Maize 
Pool Scheme ” ? 

(h) Are Government aware of the resolutions of the Federation of 
Indian CJiambers of Commerce and Industry on the subject of the Maize 
Pool Scheme in Kenya and its dangers to the Indian interest ? 

(c) What steps do Government propose to take in the matter to 
afford protection to the Indian interests in that colony ? 

Mr. G. 8. Bajpai : (a) Yes. 

(b) Government have seen the resolutions. 
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{(•) It is understood that the Maize Pool Scheme which was put for¬ 
ward by the Kenya Fanners’ Association was referred to a Sub Committee 
of the ]»(»ard of A^rriculture. The Sub-Committee has agreed that it 
cannot recommend the scheme. 

Acjitatjox of the White Settlitjs ix Kenya aoainst Income-tax. 

663. *Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : (a) Has the attention of Govern¬ 
ment been drawn to the Jcatling arlicle in the Tandanifika Opinion, 
dated Uie L^‘lrd June, 1033, at pajre 2 under the lieadiii'r “ \o ]\Iore Im ume- 
tax ” ? 

(h) Are Government aware that the East African Indian community 
will be hard hit by the decision of the Secretary of State for Colonies to 
withdraw the income-tax proposals on account of the agitation of the white 
settlers in Kenya against income-tax ? 

(r) Do Government propose to consider the question of making repre¬ 
sentations to the Imperial Government against the decision referred to 
above t 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : (a) Yes. 

{()) and fe). The scheme of taxation alternative to the income-tax 
was recommended by a (’ommitee on w*hich the Indian community had 
two representatives. It w’as agreed to by the Indian iiieinhers, subject 
to « reservation by one of them in regard to the graduated male non¬ 
native poll-tax. The Secretary of State for tlie Coloni's has suggested 
for consideration that the existing rate of this tax, which is 30.s. per 
anmnii should remain unaltered for pei*sons with yearly incomes not 
exceeding £100, and this is designed to meet the objeetion of the Indian 
representative, referred to, that a minimum rate of 40,s., which increases 
the present ])oll-tnx by one-third, wdll bi'ar harshly on the poorer Indians. 
Biiiee these pro|>osals were published in Kenya, the Government of India 
have r<*eeived no rej)n»sentations against them and have no reason, there¬ 
fore, to sujipos^* that their hel]) is required. 

Amet.ioration of the Condition of Indians in the Lake Province in 

Tanc.anyika. 

604. *Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : (a) Has the attention of Govern¬ 
ment been drawn to a leading article in the Tanganifikn Opinion, dated the 
7th July, 1933, at page 6 under the heading “ Misfortunes of the Lake 
Province ? 

[b) Are Government aware of the great amount of Indian interest 
in jeopardy in the Lake Province of the Tanganyika Territory, as a result 
of the Marketing (Amendment) (Ordinance, 1932, of the Government of 
Tanganyika ? 

(r) Do (lovernment jirojaise to consider the question of making 
necessary repi'osentations to the proper autJiorities for the amelioration of 
the Indian condition in tliat Province ? 

Mr. G. 8. Bajpai: («), {h) and (r). Government have seen the 
arlicle referred to by the Honourable Member. They have not received 

representation on the subject from the Indian eommiinity m 
Tanganyika but are making inquiries as to w’^hat the exact position is. 
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Hr. Oaya Prasad Singh : Am I to understand that the result of that 
inquiry' will be communicated to the House ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : It depends upon the importance of tlie result. 

Demand of Wiiitf {^ettlfrs for the ("Control over the Finances op 

Kenya. 

665. *Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : (a) Has the attention of Govern¬ 
ment been drawn : 

(f) to an article in the Tanganyika Opinwn, dated the 2Sth July, 
ItU.'h at pa"e 2 under the headinj? Kenya Plunged into 
Political Controversies ; 

(iVl to a heading article in the Tanganyika Opinion, dated the 28th 
July, IfKlJ, at page J under the heading ‘‘ Kenya Politics ; 

(Hi) to an article in the Tanganyika Opinion, dat(‘d tlie 2Sth July, 
at pag(' 8 under tlie lieading ‘‘ Writing on the Wall— 
A Call to TanganyiL'i ” ? 

(h) Are Government aware of the text of the resolutions of the 
Executive Committee of the East African Indian National C^mgreSs" as a 
sequel to the white settlers’ demand for control over the finance of the 
Kenya colony, and of the unanimous opinion of tin* Indian press of Kenya 
opposing the demands of the Kenya whites ? 

ir) Will G(»vcrninent be jdi-ascd to state wliat stops, if any, hav<‘ been 
taken in the matter 

Mr. G, S. Bajpai : (a) and (/>>. Yes. 

(e) 'I be attention of the Honourable MernlxT is invited tf) tin' Press 
Note on the subject issued on the 11th AuLnist. llhl’l. 

Co.vsTHrcriox ok JbiiDOi: ox a Gaxai. hmtwkkx Mikuiaiitka a.m> I..AnoRE 
ox J in; XnKTII WksTKK'X liAIlAVAV. 

GGO. '•Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh (on belndf of Sardar Sant Singh) : 
Is it a fact that a bri(ige being eonstrueted on a (anal on the North 
Western Itaihva\ lim*, betw(*eii jMoghalpnra and Labon* station < If so, 
W’ill Govcninient be ])lea';<M t() furnish detail(*d information alxMit the 
bridge on the following points : 

width of the canal, (//) date when the Avorh was started, 
(Hi) estimated cost, dr} cost actually incurred, fr) date 
wlieii tlje bridge is likely to bo comj)l(;t(*d ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : The bridge in question is called the Hari Doab 
Canal bridge : 

(/} The width of the canal is 47 ft. bnt the Riilway erosiws it 
at an angle and so the length of the bridge is very much 
greatf'r than the width of the canal. 

(H) The work was started in IVIareb, 193‘h 
'Hi) The estimated cost is Rs. 1,55,000. 

(fv) The expenditure incurred to date is about Rs. 1,G5,000 but 
credits amounting to about Rfi. 40,000 will accnie on 
^ completion of the work. 
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(v)The bridge is expected to be completed within a month from 
now. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : May I know if new constructjons are 
undertaken by the Railways nowadays ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : That hardly arises out of this question, but I can 
assure my Honourable friend that the question of new constructions is 
being carefully considered by Government as was explaijied in the 
Budget speech of the Honourable Member for Railvrays. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : With regard to this bridge, may 1 know 
wlielher it is a new construction or only repairs to an old bridge t 

Mr. P. R. Rau : I should like to have notice of that question. 

Mr. B. V. Jadhav : In consideration of the fact that the rates of> 
labour and material have fallen down, why should there be an excess 
over th(» estimates ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : The estimate was not exceeded, Sir. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : The Honourable Member aiiJ^wi re l the 
(piestion, but does he not know whether it is a new ])] idLre or ;.ji old 
bridge that is being repaired ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : 1 have answered all the qinvstions pot on th* paper. 
Tills was not on the iiajier and I am not aware as to what is hajipeiiing 
on tlie North Western Railway. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : My question is wht*ther this oridge. of 
wliieh is made in this question, is a new bridge or an old liridge 

wlii('h is repaired ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : If the Honourable Member will put dowui a qn<*stion, 
I shall be glad to give him a reply. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Does the Honourable Memb<*i* e.ret only 
half replies to these ({ueslions from the Agents of the Railways ? 

Mr. P. R, Rau : 1 get full replies to all questions that are put down 
on ih( j)a])er. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : There i^ a difference of ojuniou on that. 
Tint wIk'ii tin* llonoiirahle Member got information abour tie* constru'»- 
tion nf ibis bridge, was lie imt infornnMl wlieller it is i ne\c bridge or 
an ob! bridge wliieii is being repaired ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : T nu'y ]>oint out that it is not a quest inn of difference 
of opinion, but a question of fact. I have replied to evory questifui 
that has h(‘en ])ut on the paper. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : The question Avas. if it is a faei that a 
bridge is being constrlicted on a canal on tlie North Western Railway 
lino, between i\roghal]>ura and Lahore station ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : And the answer is in the affirmative. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : And the supplementary question Avas 
whether it is a neAv bridge which is being constnicted or an old bridge 
Avhieli is being repaired. 

Mr. P. R. Rau : For that T shall have to consult the North Western 
Ralhvay and if my Honourable friend desires to have the information, 
he should put down a question on the paper. 
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Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Does not the Honourable Member think 
that if it was an old bridge, which is being repaired, they would not 
have used the word “ constructed ”, but they would have said “ re¬ 
paired ” ? In view of that, does not the Honourable Member think that 
this is a new construction ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : That is a question of difference of opinion about 
the meaning of the word “ constructed 

Three Decipuerable Currency Notes op tue Lahore Circle. 

667. *Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh (on behalf of Sardar Sant Singh) : 
(a) Are Covernment aware that three notes of hundred rupees each of 
Lahore C'ircle (Currency Office) were sent to the Lahore Office by Alessrs, 
Khushiram Behari Lai through the Allahabad Bank, Limited, Lyallpiir 
Branch, for being cashed ? If so, with what result ? 

(h) Is it not a fact that the said notes were cut into two halves each 
by a cutting machine and when joined together numbers and letters were 
easily decipherable ? If so, why do Government regard such notes as 
unidentifiable ? 

(c) Will Government be pleased to lay the rules on the table t 

(d) Has the said firm of ^Me.ssrs. Khushi Karn Behari Lai served Gov¬ 
ernment with a notice of their claim, as prescribed by Section 80, C. P. C. 1 
If so, have Government consulted their legal advisers ? If so, wuth wlint 
result ? 

(e) Are Oo>'ernment aw’are that such acts of avoiding payment of thc.se 
notes on technical grounds go to affect the credit of Government in the com¬ 
mercial world ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : (rr), (h) and ((/>. Government 
have no information regarding the case to which the Honourable Member 
ref ers. 

(>) Tlie Honourable Member will find a copy of tlie rules in 
Library of this House. 

(e) No. 

Management of the Hindu Bemucshment Boom at Lahore Bahavay 

Station. 

668. ’^'Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh inn behalf of Sardar Sant Singh) : 
(a) Will Government be jileased to .‘:lat(* since how long the Hindu Befre'-h- 
ment room at Lahore Bailway station has been in existence ? 

(6) Who has Ix'cn rnimiiiG: the Hiiniu Befreshrnent room at Lahore 
Railw'ay station during the last ten years ? 

(c) Who has ])(*en given the contract now' and since when ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : (a) About 30 years. 

(h) S. Tara Singh, prior to December, 1925, and S. Prabh Singh 
from December, 1925 to 31st July, 1933. 

(c) Mehta BLshan Dass from 1st August, 1933. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : May I kiio\v from the Honourable Member 
if he is prepared to advise the Agent to consult the advisory committee 
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when giving these contracts for refreshments ? Docs it arise out of this 
question or not ? 

Mr, P. R. Ran : Is that question addressed to me or to the President i 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : It is addressed to the Honourable Member. 

Mr. P. R. Rau ; May I know wliat is the question ? 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : 1 lio])e m 3 ’ voice is buid enough to be heard 
even perhaps outside the House. Will the Honourable Member lie 
pleased to advise the Agent that in giving contracts of this nature the 
advisorv committee of the railway should be consulted ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : No. Tliese are purely executive matters. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : J cannot understand the reph' : whether it 
is an executive mallei* or ain* oilier, wo are entilleii 10 know from the 
Honourable Member whether he is g(dng to give advice or not. 1 want 
an answer in a cool manner without ])Utting on an^* air. 

Mr. P. R. Rau : 1 have already* given an answer to the Honourable 
Member. T said this was a pureh executive malter anil not the function 
of the advisor^’ comniillee. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Will the Honourable Member please tell me 
what are the duties of an advisory committee ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : I think the duties of the advisory committee are 
contained in a publicatiiui wiiich is in the Library of the House. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : May I know whether the Honourable Mem¬ 
ber does not know them ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : They are rather long ami I eannot burden my 
memory with the wliole list of their duties. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Yet, the Honourable Member says that this 
is not the husiiu-ss of the advi.sorv commiltec : may 1 know from the 
Honourable Member if that is correet ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau ; 1 am really afraid I cannot understand m\’ Honour¬ 
able friend’s ipjestion. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : 1 think I have made it very plain : I have 
asked whether the Honourable Member, without knowing the rules, 
knows that this is nol a matter lor tin* atl^ isory committee ? 

Mr. President tTiie Ilom’urahio Sir Shaiimukham Chetty) : Order, 
order. Question timi ought to be utilLed for eliciting information from 
Government ami not to subjeel Members (d’ Government to ero.ss-examilla¬ 
tion. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : With all deference to your ruling, T submit 
that when questions an being answered in a manner which is absolutely 
not satisfaetorv, 1 think the only way of getting a repl^’ is by cross- 
examination. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shaiimukham Chetty) : Next 
question. 
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^L4NAGi:MENT OF THE lliNDIT BeFRESIIMENT RoOM AT LAHORE RAILWAY 

Station. 

669. *Mr. Gftya Prasad Singh (on behalf of Sardar Sant Singh) : 
(a) Are Government aware that the Sikhs have religious serujiles in 
taking meat other than Jhatka ? 

(h) If the reply to part (a) above be in the affirmative, arc Govern¬ 
ment aware that Jhatka meat is sold at Ingher rates than the other kinds 
of meats ? 

(c) Is it a fact that a Hindu has been given the management of the 
Hindu refreshment room at Lahore Railway station ? 

{d} Avq Government aware that strong representations liave been 
made hy tJie whole Sikh community, as well as Sikh ])ress, against gi*anting 
the management of the Hindu Refreshment room at Lahore Railway station 
to a Hindu on the ground that the Sikhs eannot be certain of the kind of 
meat ]>re])ared therein ? 

(r) Has tlie attention of Government been <]rawn t(» the resolution 
passed hy S. G. P. C., the Chief Khalsa Diwaii and a number of other Sikh 
institutions on tliis subject ? 

• /) Is it a fact that a de])utat'ion waited upon the Agent, North 
Westiu-n Railway, on behalf of the Sikh Central Youth I^eague, Ijahoni ? If 
so, vill Governmt'iit he j)leased to state v. hat representations were made by 
the memlau’s of tin- depuiati^m and what was the re]>ly givt*n to their repre¬ 
sentation ? 

(i/i Is It a fact that retinal military officers have (‘X()ress(*d their 
resentuioiit at tin* action of (Jovtu-nment in granting the managiuncnt of the 
refr'vsljineiit room to a Hindu If '^o. do Government j)ropose to consider 
tlie question oi‘ remedying the evil thus done ? 

Mr. P. R. Ran : (</) Yes. 

< 1 nnderstaiid that no change has been made in the lari if rat(‘s with 

th(‘ c]rm£re of cfmtraetors 

(r) Yes. The Agent, X(»rth Western Railway, n*ports that the pre- 
vio IS SikI) CoTjtnctor Ijad b<*en warned sev(*ral tiiiu's for rn.;.! isfaetory 
W(.; k and as there was no improveiiiont lie was constrained tr; blidraw his 
lieeiiee. 

'>/ ! and (c). Certain ecprescntatioiis were made tn Go- \«»rlh 
W(*s1erii Railway Administration regarding the t(*rmination of thr* provious 
contract. The matter was discussed hy the Chief (■ommercial .Manager 
with certain leading Sikhs of Lahore and Amritsar, and th'» su)>jecl was 
discussed informally also at a imaging of the Lahore Advi.sorv f^mimittee. 
It wa> decided that wherever practicable Hindu Refreshment itoom Con- 
traetoTs wonld j)nrvey Jliatka meat only, as sueb meat was said to be 
acee])table to others using the Hindu Refreshment Rooms. Instnictions to, 
this elf(‘( t have been issued and no complaints have since been rf (‘cived. 

{f) No deputation was received by the Agent ; the matter was dis¬ 
cussed as stated in y)arts (d) and (e) of my reply. 

(f/) Certain retired Sikh officers had made a representation. Oovern- 
rnent t/o not consider that any necessity has arisen for their in^orvnition in 
this matter. 



QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 


1013 


Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : May I know if a change in the tariff rates 
had been made, the local advisory committee would have been consulted T 

Mr, P. R. Bau : I understand that no change has been made. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Will they be consulted if there is a change ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : That is a hypothetical question, Sir. 

Memorial st’bmitted by Assistant Way Insi'Bctors, North Western 
Railway, for Modification in their Condition of SEiivicE. 

670. *Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh (on behalf of Sardar Sant Singh) : 
(a) Is it a fact that a memorial was recently submitted by Asvsistant Way 
Iiis]K*('1orK, grade I. asking for certain modification in their conditions of 
service ? If so, what action has been taken in the matter ? 

(/C Arc Govcrnmcnl aware of the training given in T-IO course to 
Assistant Way Fn^^peetors, grade 1. equivalent to that given to the 
Apprentice Permanent Way Inspectors in the same school ? If so, is it a 
fact that j)refcn*ntia] treatment is given to the latter, over-rnling the 
seniority, exi>erience, and tlie qualifications attained by the former ? If 
so, wliy ? 

fr' Are flic Assistant Way Inspc.qors. grade I. after qualifying them¬ 
selves in T-10 eoiirse, considered fit to hold charge as Permanent Way 
Inspectors ? If so, how many sivli men arc available on the North Western 
Railway ? 

(fl) Is a suflicient numlier of such class of men who have passed the 
course of T-l(l availaf)I(‘, and if so, will Governnieiit be pleased to state 
what is tile necessity of incurring a lot of cX}HUuliture in recruiting in- 
e:<p''ri“nced outsidi'rs ? 

If 1 During tV.e }^eri(Ml of tin' last five years bow many Assistant Way 
]nsp»‘i*tors, grade I, and L*‘rade II, i.r., Ap])renTice Pi'rmanent Way 
Tnspeetors, were promoted and coniirnied as l^‘rTnanent Way Inspt'ctors 
rcspeetively *? What is tlie p<‘ret .n.mf ol* each class ! 

(f) Is it a fact that a numher of Assistant Way Inspectors, grade I, 
without ])assing tin* Walton Train'otr Sehonl have been promoted to Per¬ 
manent Way Iiis])('etors' ])ost If s<i. wliv are the Assistant Wa}’ 
Ins])ei*tors. grade I. after (pialifynig 1 liemselves again in the seimol left 
behiml tin' Apprenti«'t* Pei-manent Way Inspectors ’ Is it a fact Hiat a 
smaller (lereentage is fixrd for Assistant Way inspectors, grade 1. for 
promotion to Pennaneiit Way In.-qurtors’ job ? 

[f/) Is the pay ot the Assistant AVay Inspector, graile I, Rs. 00— 2— 
9C--2.b-110 and ot grade II, /.c., Aiqirentiee Permanent Way Insoeetors 
Rs. Oo, SO, ,0;>. 12.) plus o to lou ? if so, why is such a big different’.' in 
[lay being maintained ? 

Mr, P. R. Rau : No memorial has been received by the Railway Board. 
The matter seems to be within the eompetence of the Agent, 
North We.steni Railway, to deal with ; and I am sending a copy of this 
question to him for any action that he may consider necessary. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Does the Honourable Member get any 
replies to the questions that are sent to the Agent ? 
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Mr. P. E. Rau ; Not unless a reply is asked for. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Does the Honourable Member generally ask 
for a rcj)ly ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : No ; if the questiori is within the competeiiee of the 
Agent to decide, I do not ask for a rejdy. 

(^oMMtJNAL Composition of the Clerical Staff in the Mii.,rTARY Grass 

AND Dairy Farms. 

G71. *Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh (on behalf of Sardar Sant Sinj-dn : 
Will Government please state the total clerical strength of the Military 
Grass and Dairy F.arms, and the number of Sikhs in each as compared to 
Muslims and Hindus 1 

Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham : 1 place on tlie table a statement giving the 
information desired by the Honoiirabk Member. 


Statement showing the Communal Composition of the Clerical Staff in the Military Grass 

and Dairy Farms, 


— 

Sanctioned 

estab¬ 

lishment. 

j Actual. 

Total 

Hindus. 

Mu.slims 

Sikh.s. 

Others. 

Military Dairy Farms — 


1 





Clerks 

93 

76 

10 

5 

2 

93 

Military Grass Farms — 







Clerks 

116 

77 

30 

4 

r> 

116 

Total 

209 

153 

40 

9 

7 

209 


Examination for Reckfitment of Airnrixats in the SruoitniNATK Railway 
Audit Service AND Clerks in the OFFicr>> of the Chief Auditors 
AND State Railways. 


072. *Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh (on behalf of Sardar Sant Singh) : 
{a) Is it a fact tliat an All-India competitive examination was hedd by 
the Director of Railway Audit in February, 1930, for rt'cruilmcnl of 
Auditors in the Subordinate Railway Audit Service and of clerks in tlic 
oftices of the (diief Auditors and State Itailways ? 

{b) Is it a fact- that successful candidates were given jobs as Auditors 
and clerks ? 

(c) Is it a fact that in the office of the Chief Auditor, North Western 
Riiilway, three of the successful candidates were posted as Auditors ami 
three as clerks ? 
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(d) Is it a fact that these successful candidates were exempted from 
appearing in Part 1 examination and were to qualify themselves by appear¬ 
ing in Part TI examination ? 

•>) Is it a fact that when retrenchment was carried out hv’o of the 
clerks thus ai)j)ointed were brought under reduction V If so, is it du(‘ to 
the orders of the Oovernment of India to the effect that retrenchmerU should 
be carried on according to the length of service ? Was no distinction made 
on acf'OiiTit of tii(‘ qualificafions of the persons retrenched ! Is it a fact 
tlinl in fntun* r(‘ernitmerit, the Railway Hoard hacl issued a circular that 
tijo retrfuiched men should be provided first ? If sf-, is it a fact that in 
Idarch, four sn)»ernumerai‘ies were ereat(‘d in Xorth Wesicni Rail¬ 

way and one in tiie Attached ofTice i If so, is it also a fact that one of 
these pr*sts lias b(*eii given to an outsider ? If so, why / 

\f) Do Ooverninent propose to issue instructions to the (’hief Auditor, 
North Western Railway, to make fnrilier recruitment from amongst the 
rctnneln'd liands, according t(» their departmental qualifications and 
seniority ® 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : The information has been 
called for and will be laid on the table in due coiirsi*. 

Rrnii:\<’HMi:KT op Indians kmployed in the Office of the Ilir.n 
Commissioner for India. 

G7.‘k ^'Mr. S. 0. Mitra (on behalf of Mr. Bbnput Sing) : (e) Will 
(jovornment be pleased to state the number of the Indians employed in the 
office of the High Commissioner for India in London * 

[h) Will Government be pleased to stale whether a retrenchment com- 
mittf‘e was ajipointed in Loncinn to n commend retrenchment in the office 
of Tile High Commissifuier for India in JiOndoii ? 

U ) If so, wlion was it a]>point*'d and by whom was it appointed ? 

fl) Will Government be ])leased to state the nnmber of members 
app 'inted on the said committee and tl number of Indians and Europeans 
se]ujrat.ely appointed as members of the said committee ? 

(f) Will Government lie plcaseri to state how many I. C. S. and other 
Indian Imperial Scrvi(*c men retired or otherwise were appointed as mem¬ 
bers of the said comiiiittoe ? 

(/) Will Government be pleased to state the total number of men 
showing separately the number of o^lieers and other subordinate staff 
wwking at ])rcsen*t in the High. Commissioner’s office and their respective 
numbers before tin* said retrenchment eonunittoe was appointed ? 

((/) Will Govenimi'iil be ])lv'a.vtl to state separately the number of 
Indians emjdoyed as officers and other subordinate staff in the office of the 
High Commissioner’s office before the retrenchment ? 

(//) Will Governniei:! be pleii.se(l to Slate separately the number of 
Indians emi)loyed as officers and other subordinate staff in the High Com¬ 
missioner’s office after the retrenebmeiil ? 

(?) Will Governmcml be pleased to state separately the number of 
Indians, officers and other suboi’diiiate staff, who have been retrenched 
by the retrenchment committee t 
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The Honourable Sir Joseph Shore : Information is being collected 
and will be furnished to the House in due course. 


Employment of Indians in the Office op the High CoMMissiONiui fob 

India. 

674. *Mr. S. C. Mitra (on behalf of Mr. Jihiipiit Sing) : (a) Will 
Government be jileased to state sej)arately the luiinber of Indians now 
uncmidoyed in London and all other jilaces of the Ignited Kingdom taken 
together ? 

U») Is it a fact that out of a total number of officers and sub¬ 
ordinate staff employed in the Iliirh L(»in?nissioner’s office before the la.st 
retrencliment, there wei*e only Id Incians employed in tiiat office • 

{< , Is it a fact' tliat out of the Id Indians so employed, nine were re- 
trenclud as a result of reeommeiidation of th(‘ Itist retrenchment committee 
appointed for tlie office of the lligli Commissioner for India in London ? 

id) Do (joverument propose to res»^rve all the j)osts in tin* High Com¬ 
missioner's office for enij)loyment of Indians V 

(c) If not, will they be ])leased to state the reasons ? 

if) Are (lovernment aware that a largt* number of Indians well 
qualified iu all branches of Lngineeriug and other technieal •tualifications 
required for holding the ]H>sts of officers and ])()ssessing other sui)(>rdiiiate 
ranks in the (»ffice of the High Commissionei- for India in London, are 
always available tlieie / If not, have they ever en(|uired into the mailer ? 
If not, wliy not ! 

[%j) Will (ilovcrimi'*nt he pleased to state whether the jxists of officers, 
wh(‘n vacant, are adv«‘i’tised by the High Commissioner's office before being 
filled up ? If not, why not ? 

(/ij Do Government propose to do .so in future ? If not, wli}'- not f 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore ; The information is being col¬ 
lected as far as ]i(»ssilde and when coni])Iete will be laid on tiie l;ii)Ic. 

Import of Cop/'ijt Si lpiiate into I^rjtish India. 

671). *Dr. F. X. DeSouza ; (a) Will Government be pleased to 
state ii) what (piaiitities of eoj)}>er snl])hate were imimrted into Lriti.sh 
India during the last liiree years : and (ii) what is the sirah* of mispims 
duty levied on eoj»l»ei’ siil])haie ? 

(It) Are Government aware that 90 per cent, of the imported copper 
sulphate is used as a iri'iinicide for inakiiig up spraying mixtures and for 
other agricultural purposes ? If so, are Government prepared to see their 
way to remit tiie customs duty on copper sulphate used for agricultural 
purposes ? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : 

C-wds. 

(a) (i) 1980-31 .. .. .. .. 18,110 

1931- 32 .. .. .. .. 17,648 

1932- 33 .. .. .. .. 22,739 


(m) Standard 


Preferential. 

U. K. Colonies. 


30 p.c. 20 p.c. 


Ad val. Ad val. 


20 p.c. 
Ad val. 
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,{h) Government arc aware that imported copper sulphate is used for 
spraying i)urpo«es but they have no iidormation as to the exact proportion 
of the imports so used. Representations urging the remission of the duty 
on copper sulphate have been received by Government, and they are receiv¬ 
ing consideration. 

Dr. F. X. De8ouza : If the facts are, as stated in the question, namely, 
90 per cent, of the imported stud is being used for agricultural purpos'.'S, 
and only 10 per cent, for nidustrial jjurposes. are Government in a po.si- 
tion to state whether they will rciidl this customs duty on imported 
copper sulphate 1 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Shore : I think if my Honourable friend 
had listened to the concluding portion ol my re])Jy, ii would have been 
unneees.sary for him to put me this (juestioii : 1 said that representations 
had been received ami were undei the consideration of Government. 

Dr. F. X. DeSouza : 1 did listen carefully to the last part of the 
Honourable Member’s answer : bat 1 put a hypothetical case : if the 
facts staled by me fin; true, Oovciiuneui remit the customs duty • 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Shore : On his ow’n admission, my 
Honourable friend lias pat me a h^’pethetieal question and 1 must decline 
to answer it. 

Dr. F. X. DeSouza : Are Government aware that according to the 
report of the Director of Agricalture in Mysore, the use of copper sul¬ 
phate is highly benelicial to agriculture, and that in many cases it raises 
the prolit of agriculture by as much as Ks 30 per acre { 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : I am not aware of tin? report 

my Honourable friend refers to : imi 1 have no reason to doubt that 

what is stated there is cvirrect. 

Dr. F. X. DeSouza : If that is so. will (dovernmciu not take siejis to 
remit tlii.s taxation considering it is a heavy duty against agriculture ? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : I really cannot waste the time 

of the House further. I can only repeat what i have already said, that 

the matter is under consideration. 

Mr. F. E, James : May 1 ask twi» supplementary questions ? The 
first is, are GeviTiinieiil aware that cooper sulpliMte is imported into other 
coffee-producing couutries free of customs duty ? Secondly, in view of 
the fact that ibis matUr lias been before the Imperial Council of Agricul¬ 
tural lles(‘arc)i for mon; tlian a v\ill Government be pleased to 

expedite the consideration f»f the apjdieatioii made ? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore ; Jt is a little difficult to answer 
two qucstioii.s at the same tiiise. As regards tin* first p;n*t of my lioTioiir- 
able friend’s (piestion, 1 am grateful for the information conveyed. As 
regards the second, I am afiaidi I ai i i\(»t ‘-esponsible for the operations 
of the Imperial Couneil of Agrieultiiral ifeseareli ; but 1 shall pa.ss on n;y 
Honourable frieiivl’s question u> the .lulliorities eoiieeriied. 

Import op Rubber Hose into Biufisii India. 

676. *Dr. F. X. DeSouza : (a) Will Government be pleased to 

state : 

(i) what quantities of rubber hose were imported into British India 
during the last three years ; and 
(it) what is the customs duty levied thereon ? 
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(6) Are Government aware that about 80 per cent, of the imported 
article is used for spraying machines ? If so, are Government prepared 
to consider the question of exempting this from customs duty ? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : (a) {i) lm])ort.s of rubber hose 
are not separately recorded in the Trade Accounts. 

ii'i) Grdinairily rubber hose is assessable to duty at -0 i^er ceiiT. (pre¬ 
ferential) and 30 per cent, (standard) ad valorem as manufactures of 
rubber not otherwise specified. ^Vhen, however, it has bei*n given some 
spi'cial shape or quality j)eeuiiar to its use as a comixmeni part of maclii- 
noTy, it is assessable at 10 per cent, ad valorem. If of canvas impregnated 
viih rubber, it is assessable at 25 per cent, ad valorem. 

(b) Government have no information as to the exteiu to which hose 
for spraying machines figures in (he total imports. Jt is understood, 
however, that a large proportion of spraying maehines are used for nqn- 
agricultural purposes. The latter jiart of the question do(*s not arise. 

Dr. P. X. DeSouza : Will Government inquire and find out what pro¬ 
portion of rubber hose which is imported is used for agricultural pur¬ 
poses as parts of S])n«ying Machireiy I 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : 1 am afraid, Sir, it would be 
almost impossible to get accurate information on that point. 

Mr. F. E. James : Arising out of that answer, would it not be pos- 
sible for the new organization in regard to Statistical Research to obtain 
some figures from tlie agricultural interests concerned as to the amount, 
for example, of copper sulphate used for agricultural purposes and the 
amount of rubber hose used for agricubural purposes ? If he cannot 
give an answer, I would suggest to the Honourable Member in charge 
that he should obtain tins iiiformation from the interests concerned. 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : I cannot say straight off wliether 
it is possible to get information along the lines suggested by my friend, 
but I will certainly pass on the suggestion that he has made to the proper 
quarters. 

Freight on Manures and FEiiTnjsERs on the Madras and Son hern 
Mahratta and South Tndun Railways. 

()77. ‘"Dr. P. X. DeSouza : (a) Will Government be pleased to 
state what is the scale of railway freight per ton charged on manures and 
fertilisers on the Madras and Southern Mahratta and South Indian Rail¬ 
ways ? 

(b) What is the freight charged on lime ? 

(e) Are Government aware that a considerable proportion of lime 
transported by railway is used for manurial purposes ? If so, are Gov¬ 
ernment prepared to direct the Railway authorities in the inattt^r of 
assessing the freight to accept the certificate of firms of repute that a 
particular consignment of lime is intended to be used as a manure ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : (a) and (ft). I lay a statement on the table giving 
the required information. 
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(c) Government have no information as to the first part of the ques¬ 
tion, but I am sending a copy of the question to the Railway Administra¬ 
tions concerned so that the suggestion may be examined. 


Statement showing the freight charged on Manures^ etc., on certain RaHmiya. 

(a) On the Madras and Southern Mahratta and South Indian Railways manuie is 
charged at the C/FF Schedule rate, i .c., at a fiat rate of 3 ^^ pie per maund per mile. 

(&) Lime is charged on the Madras and Southern Mahratta and South Indian Railways 
at the foUow'ing rates : 

Madras and Southern Mahratta Railway. —At the C./M Schedule, viz .: 


Miles. Pie per maund 

per mile. 

J —75 .. .. .. .. .. .. 

.. .. .. .. .. 

;101 Ai (.ver .. .. .. .. .. -100 


N’arious .-jjatinn-id-statioT* rates are also qiicled for tliis eoriiriK dity in local b(»oking. 
South Indian Rail nay: 


(i) When declaifMl tliat tin i-*iinn(*t{it> is for nianurial jnirpose*- f(»r inland use 
only .pie |H*r inaund per mile. 

(tr) Will'll Used for otiur than iiiaminai f)ui j»ose., -.Vi <' X Si iieduie, i,f_. : 


Allies. 


1 ■ -75 

70 150 .. 

151 :VHr .. 
301 —4(Kt .. 
4OI & over 


I'ie per maiirni 
per mile. 

' :iX) 

• *0 
•iV 
•125 
•100 


REi'UESKXTATlON OF THE TlUVKl.l.lNri ri Ul.li* AT I HE KaU.-RoAD ToNMHENCE 

HELD AT Simla. 

678. '‘Mr. Rahimtoola M. Chinoy : {a) Will Government be pleased 
to stiito wlietliei* iiTiy delegate to represent the views ol* the trnvtdliiig pai)lic 
was invited to tlie Road-Rail ( oiifereiiee held at Siinl;' in April, 19113 ? Tf 
not, why not 1 

ih) Aro CiOvorniinMit aware of the exusteneo. in Roinbay. of an 
organisation railed the Passengers' and Tradfie Relief Assoeiaiion whieh 
has been working for about IS years ]»a.st in the intere.sts of the tra\elling 
puldic y 

(r) Will Government be fdeased to state whether it is a faet that this 
organisation n‘(pn‘«ted Government for its representation at the Goiiferenee 
to enable it to jilaee the point of view of the travelling i)iiblie befoi’e the 
Conference ? 

(d) If the answer to part (c) be in the affirmative, will Government be 
pleased to stale the reasons why such representation was not accorded to 
fuch HU old institution ? 

L235LAD » 
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{e) Will Govcniiiiont he ])leased to state what action, if any, 

(i) they have taken so far, 

(//; ilicy propose to take, 

fo effect to the resolutions ado])led at tlie Koad-llail Gonferenee held 
ill Simla in April. 1933 ? 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : (a) No delegate to rein-esent the 
views of tin* travelling jmblie was invited to tin; Itoad-ltail ronferenee. 
Government did not ovei'look the importanee of the interests of the 
travelling jinhlie hnt did not find it possible to arrange foJ- direet n‘pn‘sen- 
talion of those inlVn*sts as they did not ap]K*ar to he a.s yet snffieiently 
organise*.I Avhile sneh organisations as existeil a\>\>eared to he \i\H)n a \)ro- 
'’’ineiid or eveix move AoviA \vasis. \\ \s. \ ihink.. e\4*av \\\;;\ t\\eve 'voviAd 
hav(' been great (WffienWy in seAeetiinr a delegate \v\o> wtndd be VviUy 
i*ep]-«'s(‘ii1 alive of tliost* interests for the purpose of a Gonfereiiee of this 
natui’e. ] wmild. hoAvevm*. point out that it was aiui is open to .>,ii(*h 
inter(‘st^ 1f» re]tr(‘sent Iheii* view^ to L(»eal (hivernments and that any 
I’epresentatioiis tiny may make will he given iho* fullest eonsi(h‘ratioii. 

(h) and feb The repli<‘s are in the affirmative. 

((/' 'Dk* reasons ar(‘ givt^n in the reply to part ((/) of the (piest'i<»)i 

(t ' Loeal fiovernments have been address<*d in r<‘speet (»f the aelion 
lo hf' taken on Tiesolutions Xos. 1 —\ and 6 and 7. while Ke.solntions Xo^*. o 
and i"' are still niid(*r (Muisideration by the (h»vernm«‘nt of India. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : May T know. Sir, whether this Pass»*ng(‘rs’ 
and Traffic K(‘li‘*f Assoeialion was consulted in tlnvse matters as a matler 
of course • 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : No. Sii*. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Do the (loseriiment admit that this Asso¬ 
ciation is in existem'e to lo{»k after the eonv<*nienee of tln‘ travidling 
puhlie and that they represent the views (»f tin* juiidie ? Why are they 
not ('onsnlled then 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : I have explained in my r.*ply that 
it is o])en to this A.ssoeiation t(> repres<*nt th<*ir views to the Lo«-al (h-v- rii- 
ments. ami those views will he iriven the fullest eonsideration 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : I was merely asking, why were iliey not 
consulted on this (juestion beforehand ? 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : There seemed no necessity for 
sue)] previous ('(insultation in m.aIters of this kind. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : What are the reasons for saying that there 
is no iieeessily ? The j)olnt is that this As.soeiation is in existen<*e to look 
to the eonvenieiiee of the passengej’s, and the Assoeiation knows the 
aetual wants a.nd diftieulties of lh(* travelling puhlie, and, if it is eonsnited 
beforehand, i doivl think there will In* any harm dont; lo any one. 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : I would point out to tin; Honour¬ 
able Member that, iu any ease, tin* (%)nferenee is now over, and also that, it 
v/as eone.ern(*ii with a speeifle issue, the eompelilion of motors transport 
with railways. I am not very certain how the Passengers’ and 'lh‘affi(* 
Kelief Association would he in a pr'sition to off(*r any opinion of real 
value (111 tiia! j)ar|jcular issue. On the (pieslion of railway amenities, I 
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admit that it mi^^ht be desirable that they should be consulted, out that 
was not the issue with which the Conference was concerned. 

Mr. N. M. Josbi : May r know, Sir, whether the passengers will not 
be affected in any way by the decisions of the Rail-Road Conference f 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : That is obviously so, but in a very 
indirect manner. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Is this the only Association of its kind 
in this country ? 

The Honourable Sir Prank Noyce : No, Sir ; I believe there is one 
in Madras and one in Sangli. 


Nlr. Nl. Maswood Ahmad han already heen 

answcnnl a short uot\ee <pU‘st\on. Sir, aud m I si\n\i not \i\\\ it. 


Reduction tn thk Incomt-: or thk Commissioners for thk Port op 

Calcutta. 

680. *Mr. Nabakumar Sing Dudhoria : Will Government be pleased 
to state : 

(f/} Avliether tlirn* lias be -n recently an appreciable reduction iu the 
income of the Comniissioners for the Port of Calcutta due to 
of tra<le and other eau'^es ; 

(/j) whether the work oF the Port Trust has not thereby decreased 
apjireeiahly ; 

(( ' if tlie reply t(» part (/j > he in tlie afTirmative. whether Govern- 
iiieiit eoiiteniplate retrenehiucnt in th(‘ Port Trust Office, by 
diseharging some o(Ticial> who draw high salaries ; 

((/) if so, the names of such oftleials rogethi*r with their designations 
and monthly salaries ; 

(f t tin* total ineom<‘ that the Port Trust of Calcutta earned during 
ptL'H-riO. vm :n and ? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Shore : Information is being called for 
and a complete replx will l»e laid on the table in due course. 

Amoi nt si'F.nt i;v thk (’ah i tta Pout Trust on tjie Pukc!i.\se or 

M \TKKIAI.S in l.NDI.A. 

681. *Mr. Nabakumar Sing Dudhoria : Will Government be pleased 
to state : 

(o) the amouiils (to be .slionn year by ytvir) that the (^aleiitla Port 
Trust lias expended (»ii the ])urelias{* of materials in India 
during P):U)-:n and 1931-32 ; 

(b) the amounts tliat tlie (^deiitta Port Trust has disbursed for 
jiayment to Messrs. Bird and Company, Calcutta, under tlie 
iiead ‘ Siipjilv of Labour ’ during 1929-30. 1930-31 and 
1931-32 : 

(r) who were tin* chairman and the secretary, respectively, of the 
Port Coimnissioiiers when the labour contract was first given 
to ^lessrs. Bird and Company ? 


Li»35LAL) 
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The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : (a) The Honourable Member is 
presumably referring to the purchase of stores by the Calcutta Port Trust. 
If so, the figures are approximately as follows : 

Rs. 

1929- 30 .. .. .. .. 34.46 lakhs. 

1930- 31 .. .. .. .. 25.75 lakhs. 

1931- 32 .. .. .. 15.80 lakhs. 

These are exclusive of the value of stores and equi])meiit purchased 
by the Engineering I)e})artnient of the Port Trust, of which the figures 
are not available. 

(b) The attention of the Honourable JVIeniher is invited to the reply 
given by me on the 1st September, 1933, to Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh's 
starred question No. 375. 

(c) The infoi-mation asked for is being obtained and will, when 
received, be laid on the table. 

Tj-niNirAi. AniMU^NTicEs in the Calcutta Port Trust Work.shops. 

682. *Mr. Nabakuinar Sing Dudhoria : Will Government be pleased 
to state : 

(a) the number of technical apprentices that the Calcutta Port 
Trust had in their Workshops in 1929-30, 1930-31, 1931-32 
and 1932-33 ; 

(h) liow many of such api)rentices were (/) Indians, (ii) Anglo- 
Indians, (Hi) Europeans ; 

(c) how’ many of the apprentices w'cre taken from outside the 

Technical Institutions or the Engineering Cf)lleges meant 
specially for si)eciali.sed training ; 

(d) wlietlier every facility and assistance w^as afforded to those 

apjjrentiees to learn their work ; 

(r) whether the different departmental Heads have from time tO 
time supervised the w(»rk of thest* technical appreutiees and 
tested their practical laiowdedge ; 

(f) if so tlie names of de])artnienfal Heads and the names of 

apj)re]iti(‘es wdiose Avork was so supervised and knowledge 
tested ; 

(g) whether any of those technical stiub^nts from outside has been 
absorbed in the service of the Port Trust ; 

(h) whether it is a fact that s(»nie non-Indian hands retrenched in 

one department have been appointed in another, either 
temporarily or permanently ? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : The information asked for is 
being obtained and will, wdien received, be laid on the table. 

Meerut Conspiracy Case. 

683. •Mr. Nabakumar Sing Dudhoria : Will Government be pleased 
to state : 
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(d) the total amount that has been spent on prosecution in the 
Meerut Conspiracy Case from start to finish ; 

(h) the full duration (in years, months and days) of the trial in 

(i) tlie Lower Court, (it) the High Court ; 

(r) the names of prosecuting ('ounsels who had the charge of the 
case during tlie ditferent periods ; 

(d) the amounts that were received l)y each of tiicm ; 

(e) the number of accused tliat were originally sent up for trial ; 

(/) how many of such accused dropfied off (i) by death, (ii) by 
discharge or acquittal during the trial ; 

(t/) i't) how many of them were .sentenced, (i/) how juany weie 
ae(|uittt‘(i at the ejid of the trial ; 

(h i tlie names oi‘ tlie accused who were sentenced, together with the 
natiiiN* of the sentence on such ; 

(i) the names of tJu* aceusf'd who liad tiieir .s^mtenees reduced or 

mo(lili(‘(l (»r mitirely removed on appeal by the High Court, 
togeilici* with tin* hind ol‘ srnU'iiCe eavdi received after its 
mo(litieation or reiliictioii ; 

(j) the names of aeeiised who have l>ecn aecpiittod by the High 

Court ; 

(/«‘i wliethor their attention has been drawn to the criticisms that 
the Mtuicln sin' the Ddilff Ihraldy the Morning 

P/tsi, and the Ohsn'rrr have expressed on the trial ; 

(/) wlietlj(‘r their attention lias been drawn to the leader of 
tlie Staiisman of the loth August last, regarding Law’s 
Delays ; 

(m) if so, wbetlier they contemplate altering the Criminal Proce¬ 
dure (’ode on the lines suggested by the Statesman ? 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : (a) Bs. ISi lakhs approjumatelj. 

ih) The trial in the l..ower Court including the preliminary enquiry ill 
the Magi.strate’s C’ourt, lasted about oi year.s, i.t., from 12th Juite, 1929 
to 14tli damiary, JJl.'h*!. The hearing of the ai)i>eal iu the High C’ourt 
was cojieluded iu 1(*n days. 

(c) Two (’oun.sels were employed <»ii the case. These were originally 
the late Mr. d. Langford danu's and Mr. d. P. Mitter. On Mr. LfingCord 
James’ death Mr. Keiiij) replaced him. 

(d) The total expenditure on tlie fees, etc., paid to (’onnsels was 
approximately Id laJdts. Seiiarate figures are not readily available. 

(e) to (j). 1 lay a statement on the table giving the information 
required. 

(k) to (m). (Tovernment are aware of the criticisms on the length of 
the trial, on which the High Court has also commented. These coiniaents 
will receive the careful attention of Government. 
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BtaUmatt giving partieulart of iKt 31 aeeuaed in the Meerut Uontpiraey Case who toere eom- 
mined for trial by the Additional District Ma^istratey Meerut. 




Sentence awarded 

Result of appeal 

Serial 

Name of accused. 

by the 

to the 

No. 


Sessions Judge. 

High Court. 


1 Muzaffar Ahmad 

2 Sripad Amrit Dauge 

3 Philip Spratt 

4 Sachhidanand Vishnu Ghate . 

5 Keshav Nilkaiith .loglekar 

6 Kagliunath Shivaram Nimbkar 

7 Benjaniin Francis Bradley 

8 Shanta Kam Buvlaram Mirajkai 

9 8haukat I^smani 

10 Soban Singh .losh 

11 Mir Abdul Majid 

12 Dharami Kanta Goswami 

13 Ajodhya T'rasad 

14 Gaijgadhar Adhikari 

15 Puraii Chandra .fushi 

16 Motiram Oajanan llesai 

17 Gojjendra Chakravarty 

18 Gopal Chandra Basak 

19 Hugh Lc.ster Hutchinson 

20 Radha Raman Mitra 

21 Shiavaksh Hormasji Jhabwala 

22 Kedar Kath Sehgal .. 

23 Shamsul Huda 

24 Arjun Atraaram Alve 

25 Gobind Hamchandra Kasle 

26 Gauri Shankar 


27 Lakshman Rao Kadam altos 
Lakshmi Narain Kadam. 


Transportation for 
life. 

Transportation for 
12 vears. 

Do. 


3 years’ imprison¬ 
ment. 

JDo. 

2 years' imprison¬ 
ment. 

1 year’s imprison¬ 
ment. 

Do. 


Trans'jKjrtation for 
10 veais. 

Do. 


TTRiisporiation iov 


Traiis{K)rtation for 
5 vears. 

‘ Do. 


4 years' rigorous 
imprison men t. 
Do. 



3 years* imprison¬ 
ment . 

I year’s imprison¬ 
ment . 

I Do. 


IVriofl already un¬ 
dergone in jail. 

Do. 

Do. 

.Acquitted. 

7 months' rigorous 
imprisonment. 

Period already 
undergone in jail. 

Acquitted. 


3 yc^ars’ rigorous 
imprisonment. 
Do. 


Period already 
undergone in jail. 
Acquitted. 
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Serial 

No. 

Name of accused. 

Sentence awarded 
by the 

Sessions Judge. 

Result of appeal 
to the 

High Court. 

Remarks, 

28 

Vishwa Nath Mukharji 

Biswanath Mukherjec. 

Acquitted. 



429 

Shib Nath Banerji 

Do. 



30 

Kiahori Lai (Jhoah 

Do. 



31 

Dl^ndi Raj Thengdi 



Died 
during 
the Ses¬ 
sion trial. 


roXTlNlJKNT Ai.I.OWAXCE SAX{’TI0NE1^ FOR CERTAIN PoSTAL OFFICIALS. 


684. *Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin : Will Government be pleased 
to stale : 

{n) ^\hotl]or a eontin^renf alJowaiH'e is sniiHioiieil for Suprvin- 
Iciidcnts of* P(»st OHives in India at a universal rate of 10 
\>er month ; 

([>') whettmv \\u* same \'onnu\<i is u\'\A\ed to t\vst cVfls^ \\ev\(\ olTiv;os \n 
saiu*ti(uiinir eontinirvnt allowanee : it* not. n liy not ; 

(c) nlioflior a fir'-t class Postmaster is ivtiuired to do enquiry and 

inspe(*tion work, as dt)nt* by tin‘ Suprrintendent ni‘ Post 
Offices ; 

(d) wlntlicr it is a fact that a eontinprent allowanee at a universal 

rate of Ks. /I is sanctioned for the Inspector of ]*osl Ofifiees 
in India t If so, whether the same amount is also sanctioned 
for tile Town Inspector of Post Offices attached to fust class 
hcail ofliees ? If ind, why not ; 

(O if the rc]di('s to pans (b) and (d) be in the nep:ati\e. the 
reasons for the ilitf(‘rential treatment meted out to the first 
edass Postmasters, and whether they are ])re])ar»‘d to remove 
this prrievaiiee by introdiieinjr the same formula as is applied 
ill tin* cas(» of Divisional Superintendent of Post Offices ? 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : (a) The faets an* not as stated 
by tin- Honourable Member. In olliee.s of Superintendents of Post: Ofliees 
in India the eontinpfent allowanee is fixed at rates ranprin^ from Hs. 10 to 
Its. i:; aceordinji’ to tin* number of clerks in eaeb offiee. 

(/>) No. The eontinprent allowance of post oftiet's ineludiiipr first class 
heatl ofliees is i*ep:ulated aee(u*dinpr to the actual recjuirements of each office 
and at' the discretion of the Head of the Postal Gircle eoncerned. 

(r) Yes, in respect of town sub and brcUich post offices under his 
control, 

(d) A contiiifyent allowance at R«. 3 a month each is sanctioned 
genorally for those Inspectors of Post Offices who art* in charjje of postal 
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Bub-divisious on tlie grround that they have to maintain their own oflfiees. 
Town Inspectors form part of the esttiblixshinent of the head })ost offices 
to which they are attached and for which contingrcnt allowances are 
sanctioned. The necessity for the to them of a separate continfrent 

allo^vanee does not, therefore, exist. 

(e) The principles on which the contin^yent allowances of the offices 
of Superintend(*nts of Post Officios in India and of first class ]iost offices 
are fixed liave been ai-rived at after takinpr inti> account the dilfi‘renee 
in the work performed. TtWould not be ])o.ssible to devi.se a common 
forr/inh.' snilable for both ela.sses of offices. 

Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin : With retranl to answer to part 
(f/), may I ask w liat ar<* the real facts ! / 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : The real facts are as st;jl«‘d in 
my reply to the question as a wdiole. 

HpP* lAl. P.w SAX(’TTOXKO I'OK Till: ToWX I XSeK? *TOR.< OF PoST ()fFI 'I>. 

685. *Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin : Will (lovernment be pleased 
to .stare wdiether sjHS'ial pay at Rs, .‘iG ami Iis. ‘Jt) is sanctiom‘(l ibr tl;t* Town 
Inspectors attaidiedj 1o first and second (dass ln‘ad post olYices, respectively ? 
If so, w’ill Government be ])leased to sta1<‘ AvIieRier the dnti(*s and responsi- 
bilitioN of the Town Inspectors attached to first das- Ii(‘ad offlcr's ar* irreafer 
than the <»nes attaclusl to the -iid class head offico^ ? If so. in what 
res])ect, -mkI if not. wiiy is a different rale of pay sanctioned for tin* Towti 
I iispe(do?‘s attached fo fir.st class liead otYices ? 

The Honourable Sir Frank Nojxe : R<‘pli(‘s to the first and second 
parts of ti'«' (jO'-Ntion afe it! ; In* adirmalivc As reirards tin* last part, 
Towtj /ijspcclors attached to offices Avith a niimerons deliveiw' staff ami 
najitiiet; (o perform their duties in lar^e centres of population have 
‘yn^aTer resjionsihilities and more arduous comlitions of duty than those 
working- in less important places and attached to smaller ottiees. 

Spf.cial Pay .saxctioxeo for Po.st Of-'fice Af’corxTAXTs. 

686. -Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin : Will Government he pleased 
to state tlie 7at(' of spi'cial pay sanctioned ff.*r the Aeeonntani's of first and 
second class Jlvid J’ost Gffices / If the nilos arv* tlie .s;im(* for these otlices, 
arc Govevnnieut vro\>‘c\r(*(\ to sanction the special \iay for tVie Accountants 
attacAicd \o the first ctass iiead offices at Ils. ‘Ut per mensem ^ 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce ; Grdinari' time-scale clerks of the 
Post Ofifice who have passed the qualifyin<y departmental examination 
for posts of Postal Accountants while actually holding the* [losis of 
Accoiinlants or Assistant Accountants dcsiirnated as sncli in Head Po.st 
Offices, (itlier first class or second cla.s,s, are entitled to draw’ special 
pay at Ps. 10 ])er mensem for those on pay lielow b*s. 70 and TIs. 16 per 
mensem for those on pay of Hs. 70 and above. For future incumbents 
the rate of special pay w’iil be Ps. 10 per mensem for all. As ro<yards the 
last portion of the question. Government do not proim.se to make any 
change in the existing arrangements. 
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Differential Treatment in sanctionino Spkhtal Pay for Town 
Inspectors and Accountants of Post Offices. 

687. "^Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin : (a) Will Govoriimtnit be 
pleased to state Avhcther it is necessarj^ to pass any oxauiiruition for 
appoiiitineiit as (?) Town Inspectors, and (n) Accountants ? 

(I.''! If tlic reply rojrardinff the Town Insjx'ctor’s post is in the 
ne»»’ativ(\ and for tin* Accountants in the affinnative, will Oovcrinnent l)e 
plea-Mi lo state tlie reasons for this differential treatment in sanctioniii" 
tin* sp.*(*ia! ))ay for the ap])ointnients of the Toavm Inspectors and 
A<*e(iiiin a 'lis / 

(c) \^ill Oovr*rnnient he pleased to slate whether the responsihilities 
and (Inti'S o]' the Town Insjx'ctors are «rr(‘ater than those of the Ac(*(>unt- 
ants aitaehed to first el.'iss head offices ; If not, why the same rate of special 
pay is i'oT siiii' tioned P :* the Aeeonntants (»f tin* first class Head Dflices • 

The Honourable Sir Fra.nk Noyce : »(/• Tho Ilonourahle Member 
pre'!ini;;hly i*ef<‘rs to Town Insjicefors and Aeeonntants iti the ordinary 
eli'j'jrai tim(‘-Ncale of pay attaeh(*d to ll(‘ad Post t tfiicf's. Tin* posts of 
A( <'eti;ii,int*- are filled tr‘‘norally hy ofifieials who hav(* j>as>**d a departmt*Jita! 
(‘\aiiiinai ion, wliile >!o su('!i ‘xamiiialion is pf eserih(‘d for |>osts of Town 
Inspectors. 

(At The spf'eial j)ay of Accountants and Town lnsi)('ctors has ]»een 
san<*ti(nied in consid(Tation of t'he nature of tin* duties and resj)onsibiiities 
wliieli tlH*y liavc to diseharpre. 

!(■ ' TIk* dutit‘s and rcsjunisihilities of Accountants and Town IiLspcc- 
Ue- .ire entindy clitft'ivnt and no eom]»arison between tlnmi is possibh*. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : ^lay 1 know' from the Honourable Member 
if outsiders are directly taken for the post of Inspector or Accountant 
foi tin* d' partm»*7UaI (‘xaminalion ? 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce ; i am afraid J must ask for 
indict* (»r tliat (lucstioij. My actjuaiulance wdth these details is distinctly 
limited. 

Pr.yjsiox OF the 8(’A!.e of Pay of ArrorNTAXTs attaciijj) to certain 

Post Offices. 

688. "Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin : Will Government be plea.sed 
to state w\\ct\\ev t\\e Aeeonntants sanctioned for the Divusionat Fnwv\uci‘Y\n» 
Telt'vtrapli ofdces are \n tbo scale, oi’ Us. 21X1—211—oGH while Ihe Acconnlanta 
of first class iioad ofiices are on tiie lime-seale oV Us. 4")—with a small 
special allowance of J^s. 10 oi* Ks. lo j)er inen.sem If .so, will Government 
be j)leas(*d to state* the rea.sons for this dilfen*ntial treatment and wln*lher 
the duties and responsibilities of the Aeeonntants .^^(‘hed to Divisional 
Enji'inee'rin^ Telegraphs ofiices and Postal Audit offices are. grreater than 
thoM‘ of the* Aeeountaiits in first elass Head Oftiee.s ; and if not, whether 
Government are prepared to consider the matter and rt*vise the ,scah*s of 
pay of the Aeeonntants attacheil to the first class Head Ofiices, so as to make 
them similar to that sanctioned for the Accountants in other Departments 
or Divisional Eiif^ineerinfir Telearraph offices, or above the timc-seaJc ch*rks 
of the Post offices ? 
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The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : Accountants in the offices of 
Divisional P-n^iiieers, Tcle^rai)hs, draw i>ay on scales varying from 
Ks. 120—270 to Rs. 220—380, while in first class Head Host Offices, 
accountants are either in the selection jrrades on scales of pay of Rs. 160— 
27)0 and Rs. 2r)0—350 or in the ordinary time-scale on scab's of j)ay which 
vary, accordiiijr to localily, from 35—135 to Ihs. 70—170 plm tlie special 
j)ay rol'errod \o by the Honourable Member. The responsibilities oT 
Accountants in the offices of Divisional Kn«?ineers arc frreater than thosi' 
of Acc(Mintant's in Head Post Offices, and the dilference in the rail's of 
|>ay coj'j-espond to this fact. Tlie last ])art of the qiiestiim does not arise. 

Exaaiinatk'x Papiirs of Tin: 1 *ost Offk f ArrorxTAXTs. 

689. ’^Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin : Will 0 overnment be j)lea.sed 
to state whether the (‘xaminatiim i>apers of the Aceouniants iirc ilealt 
with by the Audit office, wliile tJie Aicountantship pajxTs /»f the Siipirm- 
tendents of lh»st (ttbces and iiisp(‘c(;jT*s ;md Head Olrrks ai e de.iil •a ii!i by 
l.h(‘ d(’t)arimental officers '■! Tf so. are Government prepared to order the 
coiidncl of tile pa]>ers of the Accountanfship examination by ilepartmental 
offici'rs ? 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : It is the case tliai the examina¬ 
tion palmers of Po.st Office Aeconntants are dealt with by the Aeeounts 
Officers. 

Then* is no Accoiintaiitsliip Examination for Superintendents. Inspec¬ 
tors and Superintimdents’ Ihsid (’b‘rks. but the papers set in tin* examina¬ 
tions vliicJi tliese offiixu-s have to f»ass contain rpiestions n*latin;r ro 
accounts* : these papers ari* dealt with by the (lopfivtmoiilfil oflleers. 

The conditions of the ditTerent examinations liave )>een ])n*scribt*d witli 
due reu'ard to the yiarticnlar re(|uirementHS of the Department in eaeh easi* 
and (lOA’erninent see no need to make the ehaiitre sugp'sted by t'Jie Honour¬ 
able Member. 

IiLTREXCTIMUXT TX TTIF. rxiTKD ProMNCES ihlSTAL O/KCIJ:. 

690. "Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin : Is it a fact that tlie officials 

ill the Fnited Provinces Postal Oircle, who have p^ot 30 years’ service, but 
are below 55 years of a<:e, are is'trcnc.bod Avbile the seb‘ction ufUeAivls 

and ptazetted officers w\\o have pot more than 30 years’ service are ret.a\ned 
in the Department ? If so, do (lovernment propose to retire the officials 
of the sideetion prade and pazetted posts who have 30 years or more service 
in ordir to create vacancies for abolition or conversion of tin* time scale 
clerks in chain of arranpmnents ? 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : (lovemmcnt have no precise 
information but for tin* purposes of retrenchment, oflicials in the ordinary 
tinu’ scab* and in the selection prades are treated as in mmc f*?d<‘p(irv, 
wffiile pazetted officers are treated as belonpinp to another catepor>\ 
Within a piven catepory retrenchment is carried out by selection, and 
it is therefore ])ossible that cases such as those alluded to by the 
PTonoiirable Member may have occurred. Govi^rnment arc not how¬ 
ever prepared to treat officials in the pazetted and non-pazetted cadres 
as of one catepory for pur|>oses of retrenchment and therefore repret 
that they are unable to accept the Honourable Members’s suppestion. 
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Mr. Lalchand Navalrai ; M«y I know from tlio Honourable Mem¬ 
ber whether persons over r)5 years of apre or, who arc oo years of age, 
are yet retained in service and given extension ? 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : I rallier think there is another 
question on the paper relating to that which will be answered later. 

Kktihkment of Offk’ials iiAVTNo Thirty Years’ Service in Postal 

(’iRCLiE Offices. 

bni. *Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin : (a) Is it a fact that 
under his letter Xo. E.S.-227-T32, dated ‘Ird Se])teinber, 1[)I>2. the Direelor 
(Jeneral, ibists and TelegraphvS. has ordered, in order to obtain the full 
coniplernent of Ijower Division dorks, that it is not intended that indiscri¬ 
minate retrendine iit should be etb-eted amongst the tinu'-scale clei’ks, but 
tfiat conversion of ordiiiaiw time-scale ])Osts into posts in the Lower Divi¬ 
sion shouhl be eirected {!) gradually as vacancies occur in the former 
class in the ordinary course, n'i) liy the accept.ane(‘ of (dfers of voliintaiy 
retirem<‘nt from the ordinary time-scale clerks, (dV* by tlie compulsory 
retirement of sucJi of them whose record of service has been cunsistt ntly 
uiisatisfact(»ry, and (d’) by the compulsory i-etin'immt under Fiiiidaincntal 
ILiIc dd, on attaining dd years of ago ? 

{h} Is it a find that officdals in tlic Circle office with 30 years or more 
service ai*<‘ allowed lo eontinm* to w !‘k while the Post office officdiL of the 
same s(*rvicc are rctnundied / If so, do Government propose to order 
retirenu nt of the officials u ho iiavc 20 years' service at their credit Pirde 
offices, and t(» j)ro\idc the officials of the post (offices in their pla(*es, result¬ 
ant vacancies ro he utilised for the conversion and aholition of the time- 
scale posts in the Post Dftices / 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : Ut) The reply is in tlie affirma- 

tiv(*. 

ih) As regards tlie first part Government have no precise informa¬ 
tion. I may. however, sta1(‘ tluit as the Circle Office slalT forms a cadre 
distinct from tliat ot* the Post Office and has accordingly been ticated 
separately in carrying out rctrcndiTncnts, it is possible tliat such cases 
as those alluded t(» by tbe Ibuioiirahlc Member may liavc occurr»*d. 

As regards tin* second part, tiovernment are not prepared to treat 
the t^YO iWffcrcut eiuivcs as one Ve.r purposes of retveucVmu'ut as sug¬ 
gested by the Ibmonratile Member. 

GuAN'I of PoMi»i:.\SATORY ALLOWANCE ’Vi', TllAVET.LlNit TtcKET Ins >ErTORS 
ON THE East Inpian Kailwav. 

()tl2. "Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin : With reference to rcidy to 
(picstion N(l 4SS (c), dated 2r>th February, PJ32. in this House, will 
Govcnnmmt be pleased to state : 

(a) whetlu'r the sanction of revised rates of allowances to tht old 
’rravdling Ticket Insfiectors has compensated them in respect 
i)\ Provident Fund. Icavesalary and retiring gratuity, a 
loss which they im-urred on the abolition of mileage allow¬ 
ance ; 

(h) if not, whclluT they arc prepared to consider tlie question of 
eompensating llie Travelling Ticket Examiners for the loss 
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incurred by them on this account and which they are still 
continuing to suffer V 

Mr. P. R. Rau : J would fbo ironourable Member to the reply 

given to question No. 476, bv Sardar Sant Singh on the 4tli September, 

1933. 

COXSOLIDATEI) ALLO^YANeE OF TRAVELLING TICKET TNSlMXn’OKS AND TIIEIB 
DiMSIOXAL IX'il’KCTOKS ON THE KaST InOIAX RaIIAVAV. 

693. ’^'Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin : ((/) Will Government be 

pleased to state why llie revise<l o1* eonsolidated allowance have 

been dtuiied to those Travelling Ticket Ins])ectors and their Divisional 
Inij)ectors who ar(‘ working on station duty and as Inspectors and who, 
like their colleagues, now working as Travelling Tieket Examiners, drew 
a mileage allow'ance in their substantive ea]>aeity 1 

{h) Js this not in contravention to the decision of the Railway Board 
as communicated in this House on ‘Joth P\*bruai*y, 1933 1 

(c'» Are GoveruinenI pre])ar'ed t<> see that the or<lers of the ICailway 
Board are earned out in resj>ect of the staff mentioned in part: [a) above ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau ; la), (h) and ir). T am obtaiiiing (M'rtain informa¬ 
tion and will lay a reply on tin* labh* in due eours(*. 

Consolidated Allowax('E of Travullin.; Ticket Inspec.tous and iueib 
Divisional Inspectors on tiie East Indian RaujWay. 

694. -Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin : ia) Will Government be 
pleased to state if it is a faet that tlic old Travelling Tieket lnsp(*ctors 
and their Divisional Inspectors’ mileage aJJowaiiee was replaeed by e,on- 
solitlated allowance and travelling daily aIlowaue(‘ from 1st dune, 1931 '/ 

{If) Is i1 a fact llial speciai ratc>, of allowanees have been sanctioned 
from 1st December, 1932, by way of cimijamsation i 

(c) lias any consideration been made foi’ the loss the said staff 
incurred betw^ecn 1st dune, 1931, and 1st Dccciiilr*r, 1932 If not, why 
not ? 

(d) Are GovernmeuI prepared to consider the necessity for com¬ 
pensating them for the jieriod betAveen 1st dune, 1931, and 1st December, 
1932 V 

Mr. P. R. Rau : (a) Yes. 

(h (c) and ((?). As T have already exfffained, consold travelling 
allowan<*<*s sanctioned from the Lst D^eember, 1932, were purely cjr~(jralia 
and Govei*nnn*nt are not f)repan*d to give retrosj)eetivc effect to them. 

Expulsion of currAiN (Tiettjars prom lNix>-(’inNA. 

695. *^'Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : (a) Will Government be j)leased to 
make, a stalomenl relating to the exi>ulsion of Gh(*ttiars from Indo-China; 
indicating tlie latest development, if any, on the subject, particularly since 
the 1st June ? 

{b) Is it not a fact that some C/hettiars have been compelled to sign 
up with the Long Term Credit Office ? Are Government aware that thia 
action is prejudicial to the interests of the Chettiars there 1 
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(c) Is it a fact that even the British Consul in Saigon has proposed 
that the co-oj)erat'ion of the PVench Administration should be invited in 
sending out a smaJI (!omrnittee of Indians foj' local enquiry and individual 
setllenjent of all tbe (.-hettiar accounts with the Long Term (Jredit Oflice 

(d) Do Governiiicnt pi’opose to ojien direct riegotiafions with Saigon, 
for sjieedier setllemcnt of this question, in the same manner in which they 
did with the Dnion of South Africa in 102;*) V 

(e' Is it a fact that some Chettiars have sent up a ])etition to the 
Governor General of indo-China requesting hijn to intervene ? 

Mr. B. J, Glancy : ((i> As a resnlt of representations made by 
Jlis Majesty’s Government on behalf of the Government of India, the 
Governor (leneral of Indod’bina lias rescinded the expulsion orders 
issued against two of the Indian bankers who had not yet left the 
country. (Cheers.) Negotiations between tli<‘ Government of Indo- 
Cbina and the Indian bankers are continuing and it is hoped that they 
will result in an amicable arrangement. The latest reports from Saigon 
indicate tliat the French authorities while unwilling for the present to 
rescind the expulsion orders f)assed against the four (’liettiars who have 
actually been deported are prepared to allow tliem to return to Cochin 
China on safe eonduet and to resuim* their business. 

(h) Government uiuler^-taTid that the Ch(‘1tiars have accepted the 
eanecllatioii of ft fHirfion of their loans which were demand(*d of them 
and have also ileclared that they are dispfised to adopt in other questions 
of litigation the same attitiich* as Ihtnqiean Bankers and financiers. 
Government have no further information. 

(r) Governinent have no information. 

(d) Since the negotiation in progress have already been largely 
successful in achieving their object. Government do not propose to adopt 
any otlier eour.se than that so far followed. 

(f) Govenmient have no information. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : With regard to pati (r) of the ({uestion, 
have the (Jovernment of India been in eomniuniealion with the British 
Consul at Saigon with r<*gard to the statement wliieli is referred to in 
that part of the question ? 

Mr. B. J. Glancy : Government have received no further information 
either from the British Consul in Saigon or from any one else on the 
subject. 

Mr. Gay^i Prasad Singh ; Have the Government of India written to 
the British Consul in Saigon jn order to obtain the information which is 
contained in part (/;) of the question f 

Mr. B. J. Glancy : Government have not put forward any sugges¬ 
tion that a small committee of Indians should go out, because this ;.s a 
delicate matter. It is a question of dealing with a foreign Government, 
and although Government have got <*very sympathy with the Chettiars 
and are trying to do what they can to assist them, they have to he careful 
in what they do. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Have the Government of India enquired 
from the British Consni in Baigon whether he has acAwally luade a pro¬ 
posal that a small committee should visit ? 
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Mr. B. J. Glancy : Not as far as 1 am aware. 

Mr. P. £. James : Is it a fact that two of the four Chettiars, who 
were orif^^inally expelled under the French Governmeutexpulsion order, 
have, in fact, r’cturned to Saigon under safe conduct V 

Mr. B. J. Glancy : Government liave no information on ihat point. 

Mr. P. E. James : Are Government aware of the widespread appre¬ 
hension that the continued existence of the expulsion ordcu* against the 
four Chettiars is being used by the (Jovernment of Jndo-China as a 
weapon witli wliicli to enforce discriminatory terms against the settled 
Chettiar community there : 

Mr. B. J. Glancy : No. 

Mr. P. E. James : Will Government continue to re(|ue.st llis 
Majesty’s Government to repn‘sent to tin* French (Jovernment that the 
expulsion order against the f(»ur (’liettiars sln>nld l)e pr<»mptly rescinded 
as being discriminatory and unjustified and that its withdrawal should 
not he de]»endent u])ojj the settlement of the de])t (piestion ? 

Mr. B. J. Glancy : Yes. Government will continue to do all they 

can. 

TKANSi’i.a THE CoNTUOL OF THE BaORINATH TeMFLE TO TIH. U\ EER OP 

THE TbHRI E.STATK. 

G96. *Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Will Government b(‘ jdeased to stale 
if the <inesjion of the i)roposed transfer of Badri Nath Tem]>le, in the 
District of (Jarhwal (Fnited Provinces) has yet eoim* up b(*fore th(*m ? 
If so. has any deeision been arriv<*d at' ? Wliat is the reeommejidation, if 
any. of tin* Kuited Pn)vin('es GoveiTiment on tin* snbj(‘et V 

Mr. B. J. Glancy : I Avon Id refer the Honourable Member to the 
ansAM !* ciA'rii oil llj(i l!2iid August, to uiis(ar*red <piesti(*n \o. on llie 

same suhjeet. 

Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen : Government aAvare that the 

()rth(»do.\ o'pinion is agaii/st Hi** [)roi)osed transfer ? 

Mr. B. J. Glancy : The vieAvs that have been (^x|)ressed Jiave already 
been passed on to the (iov(;rnment of the I'niled I’rovinees under 
AAdn)si' eoiisiileration tlie matter noAv Is. 

Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen : May I knoAv Avludlier this ])roposal 
first came from the V. P. Government or from the Tehri Durbar ? 

Mr. B. J. Glancy : I regnn T have no information on tijat i)oint. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : May I know whether the ])ilgrims or tliose 
interested in this templ(* have made re] preset it at ion one way or the 
other V 

Mr. B. J. Glancy : J liave seen no representation, but it is ])ossible 
they may haA^e made one to the Government of the I’nited T^rovinces. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Do I take it tliat the fpiestion has not yet 
come up before tin* (Jovernment ? 

Mr. B. J. Glancy : No, Sir. Governinent will not eonsidtu* until they 
have received the vi(*ws of the Government of the United Provinces. 
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Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen : May 1 know when this question will 
be finally settled by the II. P. Government ? 

Mr. B. J. Glancy : The Govenmient of India will no doubt be con- 
sulled. In fact they have j^ot le be eonsulted. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai ; Can the Govcjmment inform us whether 
there have been any difificnlties in keeping** Padrinath where it is, 1 mean 
not transf(‘rrinjr it 1 

Mr. B. J. Glancy : I am not aware of atiy precise difficulty, but the 
question will la* (*asier to answer when the views of the U. P. Govern- 
m(*nt liav(‘ been received. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Will the Hindu eommunity at large be 
given an o])portnnity to (*xprt*ss 1l)eir views on this question before it 
is linally decided by tlie Gox ernmeiil rjf India .' 

Mr. B. J. Glancy : 1 takt* it tliat tlic V. P. Government will, in the 
first instance, ascertain wlial Hindu oj)inion is. 

Piundit Satyendra Nath Sen : Are tlovmnment aware that an inquiry 
e(»nmi’i'«''i<'M wns appoi!it<*d in -Iline last by the All-India \'arnashrania 
Swara.iya Sainrha to examine tin* question oV transfer and that they 
have submit^rep'^vt ''.g-ilnst tin- transfer ] 

Mr. B. J. Glancy : I am (piite prepared to take the Honourable 
Member's word for it and I trust that this eominittei* has passed on 
what it has got to say to the (io\<»rnment of the I'nitt'd l*rovin-es who 
will no doubt iM)nsi(''**i- it. 

Mr. S. C. Mitra : An* (lov(*rnnient awari* tliat the teiuide of 
Padrinatl) is not a eone(‘rn of the Hindus of the V. P. alone ? 

Mr. B J, Glancy : 1 think that (Jovt*rnnu‘nt an* no d(»ubt a^eare of 
that, but lU’iiiiarilv I should iniairiiu* that it is the eoneern of the 

r. I^ 

Mr. S. C. Mitra : Will tiw IlMUourabh* Member take it from the 
Hindu Memla'is on this side that Giis Badrinatli temple is a big leiuple 
and lhal it is tin* ennecrn of :]•«• lliiuliis i hrjMiir!i‘»ut India and n-'t ol tlie 
\\ P. alone ? 

Mr. B. J. Glancy :.l did not m»*an to sugL^i^st that it is llu‘ eoneern 
of tin* Hindus of tin* rnitt*«i IM' ^inees only. I meri'jy intemb'd to 
suggest that lliey are the people wlio are ]u*o))ably principally intereslecl 
in it. 

Mr. S. C. Mitra : Will the ilononralile iMember also take it from ns 
that this t(*niple is Hie concern of the Hindus in neneral. because it is a 
tein])le whieb is reveri'd ami respeded and lield in high esteem by Hindus 
of all parts of India. It is not a local temple of a partieiilar place 1 

Mr. B, J. Glancy : 1 should be very glad t\) lake it from the Honour¬ 
able Member. 

Mr. 8. C. Mitra : Will the Honourable Member take into eousidera- 
tion the fact that this is not the view of tin* orthodox people only, but 
also of people of advanced view, tliat this temple should not lie trans¬ 
ferred to a Native State without eonsuPiiig the public opinion of Hindus 
in general. 



1034 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


[6th Sept. 1933. 


Mr. B. J. Glancy : Yes, Sir. 

Mr, Gaya Prasad Singh : 1 want to make one point clear witliout 
I)rejudicing the question of tlie transfer of the Badrinath t(?mple. I 
should like to know whether any opportunity will be given by the 
Government of India to tlie Hindu eomiiiunity to express their opinion 
before any decision is arrived at—either this House or the Hindu com¬ 
munity in general ? 

Mr. B. J. Glancy : Gov ernment Avill certainly do their very best to 
ascertain the views of the Hindu community. 

Mr. K. P. Thampan : May 1 ask whether the Government of India 
will be pleased to send a copy of these questions and the answers to the 
U. P. Government ? 

Mr. B. J. Glancy : Yes, Sir. The Government of the TTnited Pro¬ 
vinces have already been informed of the previous question and the 
answer given. 

Air Bomuing on the NorthAVest Frontier of India. 

697. *Maulvi Muhammad Shafee Daoodi : (a) Arc Government aware 
that thei’c is a very strong feeling in the country against aerial bombing 
at Kotkai and other places on the border of the North-West Frontier 
Province t 

(h) Do Government contemplate any change in their policy in regard 
to the territory belonging to the independent tribes on the border ? 

(c) Will Government be pleaded to state the reasons for the recent 
trouble on the border ? 

(fj) Are GovernuKuit pre.iared to allay the public feeling in this 
matter and declare that the aforesaid })ombing wfws the last of its kind ? 

Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham : (<G No. 

(■/>) No. 

(r) aTid (d). Governiiient have n(»thiiig t(> add to the statements 
that liHA’e already been made on this subject. 

Ni:w Tkx-KitM'J: and F'ivic-Bt dee (’ruRENcv Notes. 

698. "’Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : Are Government aware that 

the new ten-ru])ee and five-rupee notes are disliked by the people ? 

(h) Is it, a fact that the paper used in ])rinting those notes is of an 
inferior quality than the paper which wa.s used previously ? 

(r) Do Government ])roi)Ose to stop the ])rinting of notes on paper 
of such an inferior quality ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster ; With your permission. Sir, 
I shall reply both the questions Nos. 098 and 699 together. 

The attention of the TTonourablc Member is itivited to the replies 
given to starred questions Nos. 338 and 339 asked by Mr. Badri Lai 
Rastogi on the Ist September. 



QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 1035 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : Do (joveriinK-iit propose to print the num¬ 
bers on five rupoo notes fit more than one pJaee ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : No, Sir. 

Mr, M. Maswood Ahmad : May I know why they do not propose 
to '(o so ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : Beeause it is considered de¬ 
sirable ill till* pnhlic inlrrcsi f(» pi'iht it in one j»laee only. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : liy printintr in. one place*, it will he diffi¬ 
cult to rocnMiiis,* |jn» ii'iniher if i: is t(jrn. in tiie j)ast the M’<*re 

printed in 1'our places. 

The Honour.able Sir George Schuster : (iov.‘rnment have taken that 
into aet'oimr. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : Mill. Government do not propose to do 
it ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster .* I rejieat No 

Nr.w and Fivv. llreiiK Cvurency Notes. 

*f69?h ’Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad ; to) Is it a fact that the numbers 
on the old ten- rupee and live-nijiec notes were found fit more than one 
plaee ’ 

(/>) Is it a fac t that tin* niinihcr /.n ll.e ‘jew tt*n-rnp“'' and iiv(‘-rupee 
liote.s is fit c;ir phi(-j* ulil\ 

Do Gnvcj’nnicnt prop(.sj* in jirint the num])t?!* in future on the 
t(‘ii-nr.K<‘ and n<'t(‘s at more Ihan one plaec ■ 

AniM.n'ATioN FHOM .1 AMI.'.T-ET.-ri.KMA FOR OIVIXG KviDFiXC’E BEFORE TIIE doiNT 
P,'in.tA?.f i:\TArv i ’owmittki:. 

TOO. "Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : (//) Will Government be jiJcased to 
stilt*- ^\!letll(‘I• the\’. er ihe ( hiet <'onnnissiop.cr, or tin* JJi‘lorn‘s Oftkv*, had 
reeei\“'l any appi'n-ation. in connection with giviiiL^ evidenee before the 
dnint i’.ii lianieiitfiry <'ominittcf, i'n.an ihe damiat-ul-l lenia 

i/j) If lli<' reply to part u; he in the affirmative, will Government 
bi* plejised to lay on tlie fable a copy of the letter or letters and a copy 
of till r''ply ? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : {a) An application from the 
Jamiat-iil rieim.hi-IIind tliat witnesses .should be sent on their behalf to 
give "viih'iiee bt*l'ore thedoint Select Gommitlee Wfis recoiv(‘d in ti:e Reforms 
Office on the 7tli dune, 

(h) Government do not pro]H>se to lay a co])y of the correspondence 
./n th'* tfihle. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : Js tiie correspondence a confidential one ? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : J should not think so, but I would 
like to hav(* notice of that (juestion. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad ; Will (loA’crnmeut be incased to stale the 
reasons for not placing it on the table ? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : No, Sin_ 

tFor answer to this question, srf answer to <]uestion No. CDS. 

LL\^r»L.\J) 


c 
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IiELEASE OF KUAN AbDUL GhAPFAR KhAN. 

701. *Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : Will Government be pleased to 
state whe]! Khan Abdul Gaffar Khan, the frontier Gandhi, will be released ? 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig *. lie will be releaseil when Govern- 
niont aio satisfied that his detention is no longer essential i]i the public 
interests. 

li.LNEss OP KiIx\n Abdul Giiaffar Kuan's llROTnER. 

702. '^Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : (a) Will Government be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that they were in eorrespoiulenee with the North- 
West Frontier Province Government about Khan Abdul Gaffar Khan's 
brother’s serious illness ? 

(h) Will GovernmcTil be pleased to state the condition of his health / 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : (a) and (/>). There has been no 
such eoriesjxnidenee. Jf the llononrable Menib(*r is referring to Khan 
Ahdiil Gliaffrir Khan s brother, Dr. Khan Sahib, who is a Stat-* Prisoner 
in Jlazaribagli dail, 1 may inform him tliat he is in good health, 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : lias tlie il<#nourabl(‘ Member received any 
rcpr»'seiitation at Delhi in regard to this gentleman and was there an 
undertaking given that this matter would be taken up with the N. W. P, 
thnernment ? 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : I think the IJonourahle Member 
must have in mind sonu* other member of Klian Abdul GlialVar Khan's 
fairjl\ o'- I'clalive, (M*Hainly not his brother. 

Mr. M. Maewood Ahmad : Will Government inform us who is the 
other iiM'tnber referred to hy my Honourable friend 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig- . h‘ tlie llfuioiirable Member will 
give JMe tile reference, 1 shall f)e glad to give him an answer. 

PkoVIMON of CKHTAIX Nf(’Essitii;s to KA[.ANAT-R, DiSTRK’T Gt rdasffr. 

703. ^Shaikh Sadiq Hasan : (a) Are Gfjvernment aware that in 
the Idwii of KaJanaur, District Gurdaspiir. the Emperor Akhar was 
crowned ; (ii) at one time it was a big city ; (iii) now it has declined i-ii 
account of lack of communications ? 

(/>) Arc Government aware that there is neither a railway station, 
nor a telegraph office, in Kalanaur ? 

(r) Are Government prepared to take steps to provide Kalanaur 
with the above-mentioned nece.ssities ? 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : (a) (i). Yes. 

(a) (i?) and (iu). Government are not in jmssession of ])recise in¬ 
formation on these points. 

(Z;) Yes. 

(r'^ As regards railway communications T hav(* ascertained that an 
investigation w-as made in 11128 of the financial prospects of a line, Dera 
Baba Kanak—Gurdaspur, which would have served Kalanaur but that it 
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was fonnd that tliis MoiiJd not bo remunerative ; a short branch line termi- 
natinf? at KaJanaiir would be even less likely to pay. As retraj*ds telegraph 
coTDinunication enquiry is being made as to the need for tliis and whether 
it would pay to provide it. 

Working of the Oil-Press in Jails. 

704. *Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen ; (a) Is there any jail rule 
directing that convicts jiunished with rigorous imprisonment should 
generally be emj)loyed in working the oil-press during the first month of 
their imprisonment ? If so, why ? 

(//) Are Government awar<* that the working of the oil-press i.> 
iegarde(l as a very severe punishment ? If so, why is it not postponed 
till 1h(' apjieal period is over ? Do Government jiropose to is.sue such 
instructions to Jail authorities V 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : (//) I am aware of no such rule. The 
ordinary rule is that jail labour is divided into three main classes, hard, 
medium and light, and a convict is only employed on labour r»f tic* class for 
vhicli the ]\Iedieal Officer has certified him to be fit. 7die oil-prcss is ordi¬ 
narily classt'd as hard labour. 

fh\ Dnies uot arise. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : May I know if it is harder than the 
vhukki ! 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : 1 slmuld not imagim^ so. 1 shouni 
im^irine that both an* elassed as hard labour. 

Allot.mknt of Quarters in New Delhi. 

705. -Tandit Satyendra Nath Sen : (a) Will Government be pleased 
to slat* if it is a faet that atijilications for allotment of quarters at New 
Delhi wrre csilled for by the Estate OfTfieer so as to reach him on or before 
tlic l.’itli .Afarch, lOIld, inst<*ad of by 1st July as in ])revious years ! 

[h \ Is it a faet tliat this (*arly date was fixed in order to enable the 
Estate Ofliier ti» make the allotiiieni of Delhi (piarters in good time before 
the move takes ])lace ? 

G ) Is it a faet that a provisional allotment for iion-li«*n holders only 
was made liy the Estate* Dflficer about The first week in August last ? 

(d) Will Government he ])leased to state if this provisional allotment 
was after ahonl one week modified by the Estate Officer by deleting certain 
nenies of (roveriimeiit of India men ? If so, why 1 

(c) Will Govenimcnt be pleased to state if this was done in order t » 
provide (piarters to men employed in the New Delhi Municipality ? 

(/) Are Goveriiineiit aAvare that tliere is already a shortage of 
quarters for the migratory staff of the Government of India ? 

(r/) If the re|)ly to ])art if) he in the negative, will Government please 
state the ])ei*eentage of mou moving from Simla for winter who succeeded 
in g(dting quarters at Delhi ? Wliy was the idea to ])rovide quarters to 
men i*mj)loyed in the New Delhi Munici])al Committee uot postponed 
pending the constrnetion of more quarters, which is under contemplation ? 

L2.35LAT) c2 
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(//) Will GovenimcTit be pleased to state why no final allotment of 
quarters at Delhi lias taken place so far ? 

( i) Are Goveruinem aware that this delay in the allotment is 
n'sponsihlc Tor liardships to tlie staff of the Goveriiment of India wiio are 
unable to make private arraiijiH'inents for quarters in the abs(ni(e of any 
definite kiiowledpt* reaardinu* tiie allotment ? If the reply be in the 
aflirmal ive, wh;u steps do (Government ])ro]>ose to take to prevent a 
reeiii-reiiee ! 

(,/) Will Goveniment please stale how many times from the eom- 
meneemeiit oi t]»e ineseiit Simla season the Estate OHieer and his staff 
have visited Simla, am! on what business ? Will (jovt*rmnen1 i)ieasf* state 
the amount oT exjxnuliturc* ineurred <»n aeeount of travelliiitr and daily 
allowanees in this eonneetion ? 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce . (a) and (/^). Yes. 

;r. provisional allotmcMit was made. A purely provisinnal list of 
|jroj)iJd<' allottees was (M»minunieated to Departments to eiiahh* th<^^e who 
ANii'i' }}oi likely to ^‘1 (piarters to make (»tht‘r arranjirmeiits. 

< fl) .\o. S(»i)ie ehaiiijres were ma(h* in tin* provisijMial li<t al'ler three 
weeks. iM'eause eertaiii (jiiarters an* <K'enpied by the slalT of tin* \(*w l)(‘lhi 
.Mnnieiha! (’oiiimiit(*ee and tlie (Government had undt*r eonsid(*i*alion the 
question wln*tlier or not tliis. staff should e<nilimie in oeeupidion duringr 
tin* eiisnin^ winter season. 

I f .1 Yes, 

(/'• Yes. There i> sh<ir1a<r<* of (piarttu’s for botl\ mivrat<»rv ;md non- 

mi i:r;tt(*ry wiatV. 

17 ' T/n* first fwvi of the rjuestion does not arise. As .'-efrards ihe rdher 

sf./iM' (if Ihe sliilf (•f th(‘ ('ommiftee are (nnpluyod oji \ery •■sseuiia/ .sei*- 
viees and in the inter(*'sts fd' eHfieieney, it is in‘C(*ssary that ties- ^^|ould be 
].iovijii' I with a(‘''‘oi!'nn)datinn elose to iheir work as hith«'i‘io 

Hi ; 'I'iie linal ailotiuenls have n*eeiitly issued. Tln*y eonhl not i^Mie 
'•ailior II'«*. a.'- a .■'•nsiMiurin'e '*r the i*e\ ised rules. (Go\ <‘niiiii*'i’ Iiavo jiad 
to deal V'dli sev(*ral repre'^ental ions r**e'*i\«‘d fi*o!n employei* ; (.!' various 
Denarini' Ots fj-oni tinn* to and ailotnn*n1s liad to be wilid'ehl p*‘ndimr 

i>si.!e < f ]|ie final orrlers then*ou. 

Tht*r(* may have Ijeen .sonn* iueonveniene<* this year, but this was 
unavoidalde. 

(j) The Estate Offieer anfl his staff visited Simla tlireo times durli*" 
the enrr(*nt Simla season and their visits, as usual, w(*re in eonin'clion with 
tho allotFn'*iit of bungalows and (puirters in Delhi and in Simla, dflie 
amount of expenditnri* ineurred in this eonneetion was Rs. . 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir : Will the Honourable Memb(*r kindly inform 
the House for whom the Western Hostel was eoustrueted at Delhi ? 

The Honourable Sir Prank Noyce : T venture to tliink that that 
hardly arises out of tin’s question, hut T believe it was constructed 
mainly for the benefit of the Members of tlie Leprislatiire. 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir : Ts the Honourable Member aware that a 
major portion of it is oeeupied by those who are not Members either of 
this Assembly or of the (V)uncil of State ? 
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The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce ; T iiii(l<*rsiarKl, to the best f)f my 
recollection, that there are a certain number of rooms whicli aie leserved 
for tlie Members of tliis Assembly and of the Council of State, but I am 
not <juit<* sure \rhat the rules are. 

Sir Oowasji Jehangir : Is the lIonf>ura})le M»*mber awarr* that the 
aeconuuodalioii reserved for 1h(* Members of this Assembly and perhaps 
for the Members of tin* t'ouueil of State is not sufficit iit for the ])urpose 
for which the Western irostei was constructed and that soiiielinu's there 
is a scarcity (d* accommodation in the Western Hostel, althfjuji!; the 
ni.ajor portion of it i-^ m-eiipierl by noii-Meinl)(*rs of tin* As^ejubly ! 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : \o. Sir, I am not aware cd that 
but I shall be <»Iad Pi hiok into lie* mailer. 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir : If tin* 1 iomoinibh. :\I(‘nd»ei* will bmk into the 
inatt4*r ne.xt yt'ar. he will be eonferrinjr a <rreat benefit on tlie MeniI.ers 
of tie* Assembly. 

Mr. President n’in* Itononrable Sir Sbanmiikham rhetty'i ; The 
(’hair would siiur”(-.si that this rju«>tion ni’L'lil lie examined ])y the House 
(’omi'iittee wliirli can yo iir.o details. 

'frsT or Iir:n Si;.\l 1»kani» Mktal Poi.isii and Sh.veh Poijsh by the 
Alidoki: 1’kst 11 or si:. 

706. ‘’Taridit Satyendra Nath Sen : (a) Are (lovcrnnierii aware that 
^Messrs. Sett and Hass (Vmipany are lh(‘ manufacturers of Ked Seal Brand 
metal polish and '^ilv'U poli.sli ’’ 

!/A Is it a fact tliat the Ali])ore Test House arave ]\I(^ssrs. Stdt and Das,^ 
romjiany a Te.st Report on that f)olish originally on recei]>t of a fee of 
J’s. 4S from tinun jiisf at the time rif 'fender for Iftdi?. which was cIiallenGT'^d 
by Mt*ssrs. *S(.ft and Hass (’ompaiiy as wrong ? 

(/•; H it a f:M*t that llie Tost Report satisfying the Indian Stores 
Heparlinenl Speeiiieat'mns was granted to Alessrs. Sett and Hass Company 
after thi* ehalleni'e wiliioiit receipt of any fnriher fee of Us 4"^ ’ 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : ia) Yes. 

(h) Tlie fir'st report of t!i<* HovtTiinient 'r<*st Hou.se on a saihple of 
Red Seal metal j»olisli was issued on the 20th dune. The accuracy of 

the analysis was suh.seijiieiitly challenged by the firm. 

(e) Xi). Xo sample .satjsfyimr the sp^M-ificatioii has yet been re- 
C(‘iA’ed from tin* firm. 

Test of Hkd *Seal Brand !Metal PoufiH and Sit.ver Poi.isu by the 
Altpore Test lIorsE. 

707. *Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen : (a) Ts it a fact that the 
Alipon* Test House originally obtained the n^^iilt of an analysis of Red 
Seal metal polish by beating the article, wdiieh s]ioi]t the original quality of 
the goods ? 

(h) Ts it a fact tliat Messrs. Sett and Dass Company pointed out to the 
Indian Stores Department that the said method of analysis was wrong ? 
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(c ) Is it also a fact that Messrs. Sett and Dass Company brouj?ht to 
the notice of the Chief Controller of Stores the ^reat difference in the 
analysis made by the Alipore Test House and that of Dr. H. K. Sen of the 
Science College, Calcutta, whereupon the Cliief Controller of Stores ordered 
re-t<»st of Messrs. Sett and Dass Company’s metal polish free of charge V 

(rf) If the answer to part (r) be in the affirmative, is it a fact that 
on re-test, it was found to satisfy the Indian Stores Department Specifica¬ 
tions and to agree almost wdth Dr. If. K. Son’s report V If so, what 
action, if any. was taken to prevent such wrong analysis in future w'ith 
resj)eet to Indian ])roducts ? 

(r) Is it a fact that Mr. Sen of Alipore Test House at first remarlu'd 
‘‘ Insufficient Sample ” in the Tender Sample Iteeeipt ? Is it a fact llnit 
one pound (1 lb.) nett was submitted to them by ^Messrs. Sett and Dass 
Company, as ])er terms of the Tender, and tliat afterwards on tljeir jjiMiest 
the Test House amended the same ■ 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : (a) The analysis was carried 
out hy the usual metho<l. This inv(dved heating the metal |)olish. This 
]»rocess has no a<Iv«irs<* etlVet nn metal ]>oIisli satisfying the speeitieation. 
In the case of a metal polish, smdi as that imMitioned, eontaining ingre¬ 
dients not aiitlioris<‘d hy the sp<*<'ifieation. (h‘eom|K>sition may have 
oecnrred. This was impossible to verify, sine<‘, hy tin* time tla* p(»int 
w’as raised hy the firm, the metal polish had all been eonsnmed. 

(b) It is a faet that Messrs. Sett and Dass romj)any elaimed that tlu! 
method of analysis was w’rong. 

uO Yes. 

(r/) Ft is not a faet that on redest a sample was fotnifl to satisfy 
the s])eciFication, neither did tlie result agree with that nhtained on 
another sample by Dr. 11. K, Sen. 

(r) As far as the officer eoncerned ean reeolJeet, tin* firm at first 
submitted two tins w'hi<di were thought insnflfirient ami the firm there¬ 
fore sent a further two tins to make a siiffieient samplf*. 

jtKJKcTrox nv Tni: AiapouK Tkst House of a Ti:Ni>i‘;R Sample of Messrs. 

Sftt AM) Dass (’o.mpany. 

708. *Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen : (r/) Is it a fact that the 
Tender Sample given by Messrs. Sett and Dass (V)nipany for 1033 34 was 
rejected by the Alipore Test House on the ground of formation of “ Hard 
Cake ” which necessitated cutting open the tin containers for analysis ? 

(/;) Is it a fact that Messrs. Sett and Dass (N)mi)any submitted to the 
Indian Stores Department a Test lieport from Me.ssrs. K. V. Hriggs and 
Company, wdio gave their rei)ort after retention of the same sample for a 
period of 27 days, during wdiich the aforesaid formation of “ Ilarrl Cake ” 
was proved to he impossible ? 

(c) Ts it a fact that Messrs. Sett and Dass Company also submitted 
a sealed sample along with the Tender for 1933-34 to the Indian Stores 
Departmeijf -ind, after the r(‘port hy Messrs. R. V. Hriggs and (Company, 
requested for the same being sent to an impartial chemist in Calcutta for 
analysis ? 
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(d) Is it a fact that instead of sending? that sealed sample to another 
chemist tlie Indian Stores Department sent it to the Alipore Test House 
a<!:ains1 whom Messrs. Sett and T')ass Company had complained ? 

• ';) Is it a fact that the Superintendent of the Alipore Test House 
asked ]\lr. Sett of Messrs. Sett and Dass Company, twice by phone, to 
i]isj)ect and open I he sample within the Alipore Test House Chamber on 
condition that no outsider should be allowed there ? 

if) Is it a fact that Messrs. Sett and Dass (Company wanted to open 
the said sample in tin* ])i'asence of a Notary Public and a chemi.'^t from the 
Sf'ienei' ( wliieli re(jues1 was refnsofl by the Alipore Test ll'-uso ? 

I//; If Die ri'ply to part (f) be iii tin* affirmative*, wliy was the 
]*<*(|nesf to]- sneh inspeetion in the presenee of a Notary Public rt fused 
by the ]ndia]i Stores !)< partne^nf also ? 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : (a) Yes. 

(/>) ^Messrs. Sett and Dass Company submitted a rejiort i>y Messrs. 
K. \’. Hri^^iis and Company sliowinjr that a samph* tested ]»y tlii‘m rlid 
not !‘orni a liard t-ake. 

‘ri Yes. 

(./) Yes. 

<< I Tin* Superintendent (onee, not twiee; asked ]\Ir. Sett 07i the 
telephone to he present w}i(*n the sample was opened. Mr. Sett wished 
to hrin*! two ontsi<]<‘r.s to which the Superintendent did not ajrree. The 
SnjierinttMideiit then asked Mr. Sett to come to discuss the matter Mr. 
Sett a^H’eed, but failed to kt'e.p the ajipointment. 

(f) Yes. 

i(/) The offer was made to open the tin in the pre^scnce of ^Ir. Sett 
and any of his staff whom he wished to brinjr with liim. This offer was 
r(‘fnsed. and as tin* jjreneral procedure followed in the Covernnient Test 
Hciise does lint ])erniit outside parties to be ])resent dnrin*; examination 
and 1(‘sts. no further action w'as j>ossible. 

lD:.ii;( rio.v l!^ mi-; Ar.ri’oiii: Test House of a Tender Sample of Messrs. 

Sett and Dass Company. 

70b. ^Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen: (a) Is it a fact that 
Me^;^.^s. Sett and Dass Company (pioled priees in the Tender for ]9.‘i3-34 
wliii li. if aeeepted. would Iiave saved a jroed deal of (iovernment money ? 

(h'l ^Vas tbere any enquiry made into the allejiation of Me>s:'s. Sv'lt 
and Dass Coinjiany ! If so. were they requested to withdraw the allejia- 
1 ion ’ 

(e) Was any reipiest made by Messrs. Sett and Dass Com])any to the 
Chief Controller of Stores to reconsider the opinion of the Alipore Test 
House by o]>enin.ir their sealed tender sample in their presence accompanied 
by a cliemist from the Science Collepre ? If so, wdiy was this recpiest 
refused ? 

(d) Is it a fact that Messrs. Sett and Dass Company informed the 
Indian Stores De]mrtmcnt of the last successful Test Report wliich they 
submitted aloiijr with the Tender for 1933-34, as per Tender terms, and 
that* no consideration w’as priven to such Test Reymrt, which w’as very 
recently submitted to Mf*ssrs. Sett and Dass Company ? 
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The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : (a) The sample submitted by 
the firm was unacceptable and therefore the question of savings dotvs not 
arise. 

(&) Yes. 

(r) Yes, the altciitiou of tiie IIoiKUirable Meml)er is invited to nnswei* 
given to part (ry) of question No. 708. 

(d) When forwarding their tender for 1933-34 r(*(piiremenls. I\It'ssi's. 
►Sett and Dass Company referred to test rej)ort No. 1897'C., dated ^lie 12th 
<)etober, 1931, which showed their sample to be iinaeee]>1ah!»‘. Ihd'nre 
deciding tlie tenders for 1933-34 tie* reports on the <'x:imina{ion of samples 
submitted in accordance with the tender conditions wei\‘ also coMsid<M'i‘<.l. 
but the sample submitted by tin* firm again slnoved that tin* qiialily of 
their material was iinaeeeptable. 


Collieries working in Bengal ani> Bihar Coal-Fii:li>s. 

710. =^'Mr. K. C. Neogy : Will (b)\ernmeni i)e ])leased to slaK* : 

(ff) the total niimher of collieries \\( rkini.*' i’l ihmgal an*! Idlcn eoai- 
fields in the year lft23 ; 

(7>'l the number of those owned and mamiL^ed by Iml’.iii^ ai.d by 
Europeans ; 

the totrd Jniml)er (»f coal oiine*; owned and managed by Indians, 
which l.a\e sloppe<l ^/(»rking durinir tin* j>erind Jainiarv, 1923 
to December 1932 ; 

(d) tlie t<»tal number of eollieri'*s owikmI and managed by 
]Miro|)e.‘ms whieli have stoppeil ■'\orking during tin* period 
January, 1923. to nt‘eemJ)er, 1932 ? 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : Enquiries are being mmb* and 
such information as is available will be laid on tin* table in dii * course. 

<!!oal raised in India. 

711, ' Mr. K. C. Neogy : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(rr) the total quantity of coal raised in India during the calendar 
years 1930, 1031, and 1932 ; 

(7)} the total amount of desr)atelies (»F coal in railway wagons during 
the calendar years 1930, 1931 and 1932 ; 

(r) the total quantity raised and despatched. n»speetiv«d>% during 
each of the above throe years in the Bengal and Bihar and 
Oris.Sca coal-fields ? 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : (,r). (h) and (r). A statement 
laid on the t^ble giving the figures for all three years in respect of (a) 
and (b) and for 1930 and 1931 in respect of (r). Particulars for 1932 
in respect of (r) are being obtained and will be laid on the table in due 
course. 
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SUUifncni showing the, total quantity of coal raised and despatched from mines regulated hy the 

Indian Mines AcU 1923. 



1930. 

1931. 

19.32. 

(a) Raisings—(tons) 

22,083,861 

20,314,097 

18,719,.387 

(h) Despatches—(tons) .. .. 

20.nis,r)2o 1 

17.081,474 


(c) Raisings (Urns) . . . . 

i 

19.198.907 

i 


1 

D<'MJwifcJieH (f.(jiis) ... .. 1 

... _.1 

IS.731.30.3 j 

i 

1 

1 

16,441.473 j 
1 



1\ESTRI( TI()N f)F IiAlsLVf.S OF (‘OLLIKRTKS (»U NKD BY liAILWAV.'. 

712. -Mr. K. C. Neogy : (a) Do 0()V‘*riiiin'Bt (*oiit<‘mi)lHlt‘ further 
restriclioii of raisiiijjrs of eollierios owned by State Railways as w'ell as 
(\>nij)aMy-inaMaL'(*d railways I 

(h' If tile answer to jiarl ('/') he in tie* alTirniative, will Governinent 
please state the extent to wiji(*h sueh restrietion will he niadt ! 

{<•) Are (ioverninent aware that snialltT collieries havt* lieioi the 
hardest hit hy the dejiression in the eoal trade, and do (JovernnuMU. j^ro- 
pose to purehast* the rpiantity thus n‘h*a.ser| and iiiad** available for ]*ur- 
chase fi’oni market, mainly from small eolli<‘i*ies wliose average raisimrs are 
below nO.OOO tons per year ? 

Mr. P. R. Ran: w/ • and (?>». A proposal made hy the Indian 
Mininjr Association is under consideration at present, but (fovernment 
have not come to any conclusions, even tentative, in tin* ma‘ter and 
1 am unable to make any statmnent alxnit it at ])resent. 

(el This su^jrestion which was also niadt* by the Indian Miriuicr 
Federation will al.^o l>e considered alon<? with tin main (piestion. 

Fxfokt of Bkxoai. am> BmAK (’oai.. 

713. *Mr. K. C. Neogy : Is if a fact that the ex})ori of Bengal and 
Bihar coal i.s mainly restricted to a small numln‘r of collieries commandincr 
hill mitpin and mainly owned and managed by Furopeaiis ? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : Inquiries are being m.ide and 
rhe result will be furnished to the House in due course. 

WrriiDRAW'AL OF SrinuiAiwu: ox Goal. 

714. *Mr. K. C. Neogy : (rt) Is it a fact that the Indian Mining Asso¬ 
ciation and the Indian Mining Federation made rej)resentations to tin* 
Railway Board for abolition of the lA per cent, surcharge on despatches of 
coal introduced in »lannary 1932 V 

(h) 1)(» Governinent ])r(»pos(- to consider the withdrawal of the sur¬ 
charge ? 

(r) If the answer to part (h) be in the aftirinative. will Government 
please state how soon they 'SAonld come to a decision on the point ? 
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Mr. P. B. Bau : (a) Yes. 

(S) TJie representation is under consideration. 

(c) As soon as certain statistical iiirormatioii wiiicli is awaited i’eom 
the East Indian Railway is received, J think Government will be in a 
position 10 arrive at a final decision. 

Lowj:k Sf’Ai.E OF Railway Freight on Coal from Peniti a no Chanda 

^^ALLl:V C 01 .LIEKIK.S. 

715. ''Mr. K. C. Neogy : ui) Is it a fact that the Great Indian 
l*eninsida Railway Administration introdiieed in a lower scale of 

railway frei^dit for <‘oal ri'om Peiich and Chanda X'alley collieries than 
that appliefd)h‘ fnr enal from the Reniral and P>iliar ef)al-lii‘hls in order to 
facilitate fre(‘ iiK^vemeiit of coal from tin* former, whiclp for want of 
market for their output, were likely to eU»se down ! 

(li) Is the same st*ale still oi)eratin<*: ? 

(c) Are Government aware that the Indian Minin" F(‘deration made 
repeated represmilations to tin* Railway Hoard for abolition of this dis¬ 
crimination against Bengal and Bihar coal ? 

(d) Are GoATi-nnient aware that Bengal and Bihar coal has lost its 
custom to Pencil and (’handa Valley cost at stations on the Gr(‘aT Indian 
Peninsula and Bombay, Baroda and (’entraJ India Railways ! 

({) Do Government contemplate abolition of the above discriminatory 
rates of freight ? 

(/) If the answer to part U) be in the negative, will Government 
})lease slate the reason why • 

Mr. P. R. Rau : (n), (h) and (v). Yes. 

^d) Governim lit have no reliable information in their prisscsshm 
which can definitely shoAv whether this is the ease, hut arc making 
euci niries, 

G') and (/). The (piestion is under eoiisideration. 

AfTMJCATIONS RlH RiXIISTRATION OF FlKMS HE('i:iVi:!> UV 'IIU: iNi OMETAX 

OfFK'EK in Kahm mi. 

716 '’'Seth Haji Abdoola Haroon : Will Government be pleased to 
lay on I he table of this llou^e a statement .shoAving for each of the three 
years ]9o0-31, 1931-32 ami 1932-33 (a) tin* number of apjdications for 
registration of firms rpeeived by the Income-tax Oilicers in Karachi ; 
(h) the number t)f cases in Avhich registration Ava*s refused ; and (c) the 
number of applications which appertained to partnerships between mem¬ 
bers of Mnbammadari families ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : (a) 260 in 1930-31, 301 in 
1931-32 and 331 in 1932-33. 

(h) 4 in 1930-31, 9 in 1931-32 and 7 in 1932-33. 

(c) Information is not available. 
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Age op Compulsory Retirement in Railway Board’s Office. 

717. *Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : Is it a fact that Gov(*niji!ent issued 
certain orders last year that the age of compulsory retirement on Railways 
in Iiulia shall be 55 and no extensions beyond tluit age should bo granted 
to Railway servants ? If so, does that order aj)})!}' to the Railway Board's 
office ? If not, why not ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : Orders were issued to the State-managed Railways 
m September, 19^12, that for the j)resent in units in which tin re is a 
^’lu pins or a likelihood of it or in wJiich there is a waiting list, ext<‘ijsi(ms 
of service afler the age of 55 should not as a rule be granted to railway 
ejapioyees. 

These instruelions do not apply to the office of the. Railway Board. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : May T know. Sir. if tlicre ire persons in the 
Railway R*oard who arc enjoying extensions after the age of 55 ! 

Mr. P. R. Rau : I do not think so. hut I sliould like to liave notice of 
that (pi(‘stioii. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : Is it a fact that the Railway Board has 
exteiided tlic ae** of sii)ieranmiati<ni from 55 to 5t; years / 

Mr. P. R. Rau : Y(*s, Sir, recently as a temporary measure. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : Is the Honourable Member aware, that 
in reply to iny <pKsti(»ii the Home Member said the otln r day that the 
(juestion of iiiereasing the age of superannuation is not under the con- 
sn'ieration oi’ tlie (lovernmeut I 

Mr. P. R. Rau *. Tlie age of supevanimation t‘or tlie elerieal staff is 
()0, ami not 55. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : Will the Ilononrabli* the Horne Member 
say whet her tlie reply he gave led'ore was in respect of elerieal staff 
only or v. as it for oflieers as well ■! 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : I liave no r'‘eollectioii of the 
particular reply uliich the Honourable Member is referring to. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : Will the Honourable the Financial 
(’ouimissioncr for Railways say whether the Railway B(»ard eousiiltcd 
the Home Department wlien tlicy inereased the age of superanniiatirm 
from 55 to 50 .’ 

Mr. P. R. Rau : No, sir. It was imneeessary, because the rules lay 
down th»» age of su])e.raniiuation for the elerieal staff’ at 00 ami eaeh 
Depjirtment is eompetent to reduce it to the extent reijiiired above 55. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahriad : May I fake it, then, that the increase 
in the age of superannuation from 55 to 50 was made without consulting 
the Home Depaitimuit 

Mr. P. R. Rau : 1 have already told my Honourable friend that this 
relates to the clerical staff only. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : For whom the agt‘ of superannuation is 
55 
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Mr. P. R. Rail : For the superior staff —officers—it is 55. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : Then the a< 2 :e of su])eraiiniifitiou for Uie 
superior staff has been raised from 55 to 56 t 

'Mr. P. R. Raw *. No, ^u*. 

Waiting List of ItETin xi iikd Personnel j\ Iiailway PioakdV Offh e. 

718. ^Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad .* (o) Is it a fart lliat tlu rf is a larire 
waitln;*' list of rtdrenelied personnel in tiie liaihvfjy board's niViee ! If so, 
wliat aelifoi. ir any, do (»o\projn^ve to lake to liave llieni (*niployed 
(illier in tl*r K’ailway ii(»ard or .'.omt- miser Uailway (sflii'es 

{(•) is it a I'ael thal «nne person^ wlmst* names •ip])ear s/ii llie I’lMriMK'li-vl 
list Miainlained in tli(‘ Kaihvay i>o:H‘d*s «»niee ari‘ at ]>nvs(‘n1 •‘inpl(\\ed in 
other ()11ici‘s if so. it ])ro}>osed to removt' lin‘ir names iVi m tl‘.e waiting 
list to ‘;iv«- a eliam'e to outers \\ !«<• <iro beh w tlioni on that list .* 

Mr. P. R Rau : (n) The list can hanlly he dt‘N(‘rihed as “ a lar'.xe 
waiiini:’ list The po>iilon is thai of an oritrinai list of 25 men. iliree 
liaer' ohtaiih'd permanent employment eisewin'n*. nini‘ have ItMnjtorary 
enif)h»ynj(Mit with the Railway Ihtartl, tlie (‘entral Standartis < M'lict* timl 
the Eastern iJeiijj’al Railway, and four are knnwn to h(‘ iinempIoyt*d. 
The situation of the remaininji nine im n is not kme.vn, as they liave 
left no jtmnianent add.ress witii the liailway l>o.»)-d. 'fhe waitinir list 
has alr(‘ady la*en eiiviilattMl i<‘ snhoi'dinat<* oflit'f*^ with the ol>Jeet (d* 
prociirinjjr eniploymenl for the retrtniehed p^Tsonnel if ]»ossihle. 

ib} So: as retrenehed persons obtain pm*main‘nt eniph»ym<Mn tlnhr 
names are r(*m(»ved from tlie waitiiiL' list. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : May i ask. Sir. if tin* retrenchment is 
still "oinji' on in the ease of State Railways or has it been stopped ! 

Mr. P. R. Rau : I have no knowledsre of any recent retreneliment. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : In view of the Ion*! waitinpr list, ilo 
Government ]»rnpose that thost* ollicers wln> have reaelied the a}ie of 
sujierannnation will not be jriven an extension ! 

Mr P. R. Rau ; I have already fold tliat this ean hardly he eon- 
."idered. Tliere are only four peojile on the wailiny list. 

Mr. President fThc TlononrabJe Sir Shanninkham rhettj ) : Does 
Honourable Member, Mr. Jamc.s, want to ask 
^*‘^*^* short notice question* ? 

Mr. P. E. James : No. Sir. 

7<\ E. Jdmcft : WilJ (Tovcriinwiit ho jth-jisod to m;jko a .statonionl ns to the 
presojit sitii.-jtioii with ro^ar/1 to : 

(a) the expulsion onler ofrnmst i*ert;:in nieiulaTs of the rjidtiyar eruumiiiiity 
in Saifi^on ; 

(h) the position of the Ohettiyar Rankers in repaid to their hankinj^ operations 
in Tnclo-rhinu with speeial reference to their dealings with the ** Long 
Term Society ’’ ? 



STATEMENTS LAID ON THE TABLE. 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore (Member fer Commerce and 
Kai]w«js) : Sir, I Jay on the table : 

(0 the inrorniatioii i)roinised in reply to s;u]) 3 )lementary qwstions 
to starred (luestiou No. T201 asked by Mr. K. P. Thauipaii 
on the AbVb Nv>vem\s,‘r, V.UV2 • and 

(//' the iiit'oriiialion promised in reply to siip])lementary fiuestions 
to starred (pi(*stiori No. 451 asked by 21 r. M. Alas.wood Ahmad 
nn the 24rd February, ltl‘48. 


Di'MPixr! OF C eylon Copra into India. 

■’L’oi. Ihiriiij; tin- Jjist v«-;ir or so tlicio li;jVf* }>ooii r-iTtaiu iiniiorts of Ceylon 

fOj»r:i into M:ibilj;ir Mini it is jiossihlo tli;it in soim- iiist:in«'i-s n «M*rt:»in jonount of this 
wns iiii.\<<i with tin* lo*‘:il copni in i-xiiorls to tho North fioiii tho \Vc>l e\i:ist. Tt i8 
viTv iinlikrly, liowcvt '’, tli;it this ;iilniixlnn* a.-is l.rfii ot ;ii] f<n)ii!ion or that itiin* f'»*ylon 
ro|’r:i is lii'in” *-\jnir1'‘<l in :iny ‘jnnntity wortii tonsid'-ntl ion. 'riit* * (4o\«.'rnin‘'nt of 
Iii'li;) niMlri‘s1.*iii<i tli.'it <-o|»r;j suppJioil to Northorn Iihli;- iu;irkt-1> from liomhay is 
-Mor oopT;i ;tni! iml ('i‘_\!on ropni. f’opr.-i inip<»rl*‘d from (Vylon is priii'-iiKilly used 
l<ir oil extraction uml u*' tliere ore no oil extrro-fin^ mills in the Puniuio it i-> o’.'itl'ered 
tlinf the roprn wliirh is exported to \r»rihern Imii.'i i'^ M;<l;<)>ar eopr;i lor entirf' 

]»llrpose^. 

li’epr(‘serit;ition>' w«-n' nT<‘ived hy the (i(U(*rrinn-nt of h'di.'i frruii four lilVerent 
(’luimlM rs «d' <'omuM.T»’e ji^^tinst the redm tiou or .-.Ixdition of the '.miio/t duty on 
|•opr;^. 


CtiNDITIoN OK A^dMrt l.TT’RK AND InDCsTHILS IN FOREIGN CoUNTHIKS. 

■ {'i, \f> ro]io'-l'-- of ;;My importrint : z^ricultur;»l 4»r industrial srhoiues in tlio countries 
nurnefl in ropiy to pni t i/.* of tic n.-on (ju.-stion hnv.* i'cen r.. ccived froui t!:c CJorerii- 
menl <fl‘ linlin‘s n'prcscntntive< in tlo'•e countries du/ifi^- tlu* lust three M'urs. 

As reuoirds tlie circulati('n of jxTiodicul reports receivinl freun the (iovt'riin < iit of 
Tmiin's icpro;*'ntnt i\es ii» fjue^tioi!, tin- position, vo f.-jr us the Depurjnu ut of Commerce 
is cencerned. is us fellows, (^uurterlv us W'-ll us unniiul >'('p<»rts uit- n.‘*'ived fnioi the 
Indiun Tr.ide Commissi<Miers ut London und Humlmrc:. The former urc priiit(d in the 
Imliun 'I'rude .iournul. copies of which ure .uvuiluide in tlic Lihrurv of the House, und 
copies oi the umiuul reports :,re uLn plure«l in the Lihrur_\. The Government of India 
do not coriNidiT it neecssury ti> • iivul.ute uny of these nu-orts iimon^st the memhers of 
the Leyislutive A.s.semhl'. (’opies ure, liowever, sipiplied to memhi*rs .»f the Depurtmental 
Slundinj; Advisory Committee. 


The Honourable Sir Harry Haig (Home 2I(*mbeiA : Sir, I Jay on 
the table tho iiiformatir)n promised in reply to iinstarrod (pi(*sHon 
No. 104 asked by Mr. M. Maswood Ahmed on the 22nd Alareli. 1983. 


Service T^nions, Associations, etc., recognised by Government. 

?04. The rnh's relutinp to recoffjiitioii by Govenunent of ussociutions formed by its 
employees W(‘re issued in L‘)2I. A sfafement showdripf the ussoeifitioiis of GoveriHiient 
servants rceofjniHod since that ye:ir by the Government of Tndiu and the TVpavtmenta 
under their administrative control is attaelied. 


( 1017 ) 
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Statement. 

Year of 

Jsaiiie of Association. recognition. 

^Association of the uncovenanted service of the Government of 

India (ileadciuarters; .. .. .. .. 3922 

Indian Police Association .. .. .. .. 1922 

Indian Civil Service (Vntral Association .. .. .. 1922 

Punjab and Prontier Association of European Government 

Servants .. .. .. .. . . 192:i 

Indian Ollicers* As.sociation .. .. .. .. 192 3 

Tli(' High (’oiirt Association, C’.alcutta .. .. .. 1921 

^j()v'(*rniijent of India Attached and Subordinate Oflices Associa 

tioii . . .. .. . . 192.1 

linperial Secretariat Record Sorters and Daftaries Association .. 192«I 

All-India .\ss(»ciatioii of European Government Servants . . 1927 

Imjn'rial* Secretariat dtinadars* aiul IVons’ Association .. 19)52 

Go\eriiment (»f India attached and subordinate ollices Record 

Sorters (including Record Lifters) and I)aftarh‘s Association 
(lum-migratorv) .. .. .. 192). 

Survev of India (Class JI; Association, (’alcutta .. .. 1‘.»2.’3 

jMirvev <d’ India Lower Subordinate Association, Debra Dun .. li>2t 

Central Association of European Offiet rs of the Indian Agricul¬ 
tural Servic<‘, lionibsiv . . . . . . . . 1922 

Ali-Jiulia Association of Indian <tfficer.s of the Indian Agri<*nl- 

tural Servict*, t’oiinbatore .. .. .. 192<) 

Indian \'«‘t( rinarv Service Association. CahMitta . . 1!*2;5 

Imperial Defuirtment of Agri4‘ulture (Pussa » Association .. l9)59 

(’ivil Engineers’ Assoeiatioii, India .. .. .. li>22 

Jndiaii College Engineers’ Association .. 1921 

Ali-India SjM*cialists ’ Association .. .. .. 1921 

Jinlia ri’cniited Eurofiean Eiigiiieei>' Association .. .. 1921 

^Meleorcilogii-al De]»ar1 ineiit <’lerks Association (now designated 
as the .Met('orolo^ical Dep.irtmeiit Non-Oazetted Oflieers’ 

Assoeiatioii ) . . . . . . 392^ 

All-liidla (including Durnia) P(»stal ami R. M. S. I’nion, Delhi .. 1922 

All India Dunna Postiaasters’ Association, Ptombav .. 1922 

Tlie Pffstal Officers’ Association, India, Calcutta .. .. 1!»22 

The Telegrajdi Engineers’ Association, Delhi .. .. 1922 

Indian Telegrajih Association, Limited, Calcutta . . . . 192.3 

All-India T<degraph rnion, Calcutta . , . . . . 1924 

All-India Postal and Telegra]>h (including R. M. S.) Administra¬ 
tive Offices Association, Lucknow .. , . .. 1921 

All-India R. M. .S. Insjiectors’ Association, Delhi .. .. 192.1 

All-India (including Burma) Postmen and Lower Grade .Staff 

Pnion, Bombay .. .. . . .. 192.5 

Tlie Association of the AH India Postal Town Inspectors, 

Calcutta .. .. . .. .. 192S 


*This Association subseip.ently changed its name to ** Imperial Secretariat Associa¬ 

tion 
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Year of 

Nutue of A^HOciatioa. Tecognitioi 

All'Iiulia (including Burma) Postal Accountants* Association, 

Poona .. .. .. .. ,. 1929 

The Tflcphoiu* Service Association of India and Burma, New 

J^‘***»« .. .. .. .. .. 1929 

Indian Audit and Accounts Service Association .. .. 1923 

Customs Service Association of All-lndin and Burma, Calcutta .. *1923 

Imperial Opium Officers’ Association .. .. .. 1923 

N. J. S. U. I)ej)artnient Officers’ Association, Sambhar .. 1924 

Bengal Income-tax Association, Calcutta .. .. .. 1923 

Income tax Department Ministerial Officers’ Association, 

B. and ()., Banchi .. .. .. 192»5 

Association of the (la/etle'i Oflicers of the Income-tax Department, 

Bomba V , . . . . . . . 1927 

(Merks Association of the Income-tax Department, Punjab, 

N. \V. K. P. and Delhi l*roviiice, Lahore .. . . 1927 

Oentral Board of Uevenne Ministerial Officers’ I’liioa, Bombay .. 

Income-tax Olllcers’ Association, Fiiited Provinces .. .. 192j< 

Dnome tax ((iazetteil; Service Association, Bengal .. .. 192'^ 

Income ta\ Minisi<*rial OIViccts’ Association, United Provinces .. 192^ 

1. S. U. Department (’lerks Associatuin .. .. 192>^ 

(io\ernnient Peons Uni<(n, Bombay .. .. .. 192S 

Income tax Dejiartinent \<in (ia/etied Officers’ Association, 

(’eiitrai l'rovim»*s and Ihrar, Nagpur . .. 1929 

Income-tax Inspector^’ Asso(‘iation, Punjab, N. W. F. P. and Delhi 

Broviiice, Lahon .. .. .. 193d 

Ineome tax OlVicers’ Assoeiatio!i, j*un,tab, N. W. F. and Delhi 

Provinces, Lahore .. .. .. .. 19od 

Dicome-tax Dej)artmeiit NonOazett<*d Officers’ Association, 

Madras .. .. .. .. .. 1930 

IncoiiK'-tax ((iazetted t Seivit-e Associ;ition, Bihar and Orissa .. 193*. 

Association of the Non Oazetted Superior Staff* of the Income-tax 

J>epartment in Sind .. .. .. .. 193^ 

Currency Asso<'i;ition, Calcutta .. .. 1922 

Currency Association. Cawnjmre .. •• 1927 

Currency Associati(»n, Lalmr<» . . . , . . . . 192 ? 

Currency Assofdation, Bombay .. .. .. 1923 

Currency Ass«iciation, Madras .. .. .. .. 1923 

Currency Association, Karachi .. .. .. • ■ 1923 

Currency Association, Bangooii .. .. .. 1922 

All-India (inclmliiig Burma) Currency Offices Union .. .. 192-3 

Non-Onzetted Civil Ae<*onnts Brotherhood, United Provinees .. 1922 

Civil Accounts Association, Punjab .. . . . • 1922 

Noil-Gazetted Civil Accounts Association, Burma .. .. 1922 

Accounts Offices Association, Bengal .. .. • • 1!122 

Non-Oazetted Civil Accounts Office Association, Madras .. 1923 

•Recognition was withdr.-iwii in 1926 but restored in June, 1928. 
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Year of 

Niiiiu’ of Association. recognition. 

Delhi Posts and Telegraphs Au<lit Clerks’ Viiiou .. .. 19-iJ 

Civil Accounts Association, Ponil»a,v .. • • • • 

^'on-Gazetted I’ostal Accounts Oilices Association, Nagpur . . 

Madras Postal Audit ('lerks Association .. .. .. PdUiJ 

Accountants Association, Rangoon . . .. . • Pd-2 

Civil Acc(»unts Otiice Ass(u-iation, Nagpur .. .. .. 1921 

Civil Accounts Association, Assrnn .. .. .. 1921 

Public Works Accountants Association, C. P. .. .. 1921 

Bond'av Pul)ii(' Works Accountants Ass(»ciation . . . . 192.“i 

('ivil \ccounts Associathui (A. G. C. K.), Delhi .. .. 192<* 

JUilflic Woiks Divisional Ac.-ountants Association, Piin.iab .. 192d 

Madras Divisional A<-countant - Association . . . . 19;19 

Jlumj.i Railways Slatut(»iy Ainlit Ollice Clerks’ Association, 

Jlangooii .. .. .. .. .. 19.'10 

Eailway Audit Accountants Associati(»ii. Pjingoon . , . . lldh) 

liailway Auditors Ass(»ciation, Poinbay .. .. .. PdJn 

Bengal Divisional Accountants Association . . .. J9.’U 

Stojes Audit Association, New Delhi .. .. .. 19H1 

Gre.at Indi.an (’eninsui;i Railway Statutory Audit Oflice (M(*rks’ 

Association .. .. .. .. 19I»1 

North Western Railway Ainlitors Association, Lahore .. l!>.’!2 

Subordinate Statutory Ii;iilwa\ Auditors' Association, Madras .. 19111 

Railway Au<litors Association, Cahutta .. .. 19'12 

Divisional Accountants Associ.ation, Assam . . . . 1!>;)2 

North Westcj'fi Railway Audit <’!eiks' Cnion .. .. 192,2 

I'loiiticr Civil Ac«*(»uiits Association, I’esli.awar .. .. llti!'. 

(rovcMiinetil Audit <’leiks Association. Bengal Nagpur Railway .. lilo.‘> 

Foreman’s Associ.ation of India .. .. .. 1919 

Civili.an Clerks' Associ.aiio?i (M. K. S.), North-West Frontier 

Province, Thvsliawar . . . . .. . . 1922 

All India Arsenal Clerks’ Assoeiatinn .. .. .. 1922 

Army and Royal Air Force 7Iead<jiiarterH Association .. 1923 

All-Jndi.a Assodatioji of C’lerks of Ordnance Factories . . 1924 

Indian Ordnance (’ivilian Gazetted Ofiicers’ Association .. 192G 

Association of the All-India Royal Air Force T-nits’ Clerks .. 1927 

^TTarness and Saddlery l’’acforv Labour Union .. .. .1928 

Cordite Factory Tiabour T’nion .. .. .. 1928 

Indian Army Service- Corps Civilian AB.sociation .. .. 1928 

Gun Carriage Factory Labour I’nion .. .. 1931 

Association of Storekeepers and Storemen of the Indian Army 

Ordnance Corps .. .. .. 1932 

All-Tiidin Association of the Supervising Staff of Ordnance and 

Clothing Factories .. . . .. .. 1932 

^Recognition withdrawn on the 8lh February, 1933. 
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Naaie of Araoriiitioii. 

Mllitarj Accountfl ABSociation, Poona 
Military AccoiiiitH Associutiou, Calrutta 
Military At^eountH ABSociatioii, Miiymyo 


Tear of 
reeegnitioB. 

, . 1921 

, * 1926 

1926 


The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce (M(*mber lor Industries and 
Ijaboiir) : Sir, I Ifiy on the table : 

It) the itiformalion promised in reply to starred (piestion Xo. 619 
asked by Mr K. 1\ Thampan on the 4th ^lareh, 19!i2 ; 

(tVj the infortnatioii promised in rei>ly to stan’ed (piestion Xo. 1067 
risked by Sardar Sant Sinsrli on the 1st ^Xpril, 19/18 ; 

(;//) the information promised in re])ly to starred questions 

Xos. 197.7, 1076 and 1077 asked by Mr. I). K. Lahiri 

(’haiidhury on llie 1st April. 1988 ; and 

{itn tiie informal ion promised in reply to starred qnestion N(». 120.7 
asked bv Maulvi Sayyid Mnrtuza Sahib Raba lur on tlie lOtli 
April, 198:1. 

Mk.MOKIALS MtOM Ex(}lNri:ERlN(J ST'I*i:RVlSf)RS, TEEKtJKAl US. 

M519. {a) V<*s, rxtM*|»t that the nieiiidrials were received before Aufjust, 1.I3I. 

(o) The case of the nieinoriali.sts and of other Eiijyinecrinjj SiiperviHorK, Cieiiprah 
wlw) were ajjpoiiited to tlieir iioHts <ni a substantive basis after 4^ years’ si rvive as 
'J'(def;ra]»hists and three years' service as tejnporar'v Eiiifin(‘erin^ SuperWsors lias been 
revi<*wed by the Direetor-Cfeiieral in consultation with (juvernment. The iniiaber of 
ofliciais afTecfed is .'•7. TIa* n*view has revealed that most of the memorialist,'i had 
more than one chance to qualify for promotion to tlu* jjrade of De]mty .Assistant 
Kiiuiiieer, Tele^rajihs, prior to the diseontinuanre of the old system of iniinin^. 
Eiirtlier, of the memorialists and other Kiipiiieeriiij; Ruperrisors, many were over a>;e, 
some did not possess the reijuisite qiialiticatioiis for selection for training and others 
had had at least three opportunities. 

(ioveriiirient eonsider th:it those who were over ajfe, those who did not possess 
the preserihed (inalitientions ami those who had had throe 0 ]>portunities but dhl iiot take 
jidvautape of them have no lejyitimaU* grievance and tliat tlierefore the cases oi Iti 
Enjjineerinff Superrisors only require special consider.ition. Of those 16 eleven had two 
opportunities, four had one opportunity .and the remaining om* had no opportunity to 
(pialify. It is iirqiossible to giv«* any of tlu*in further chances of qualifying under the 
old system as that system has lu-eii .abolished, but it has been decided that the eleven 
oflichals who h.ad two opportunities to qualify will be given one more chance, the tour 
officials who had one opportunity to cpialify will be afforded two more chiinces, and the 
rem.iiiiing official who had no opportunities to qualify will be given three chames. 
For this piirpow, they will be given a s|>ecial cour.se of training in the Electrical 
Engineer in f'hief’s Office, subject to their ])as8ing .an etitraiice exaininatiozi. Thus 
all Engineering SiquTvisors who had the requisite qiialilicatioiis will have bad at least 
threi* ciiaiices to ipialifv for proinotion to the grade of Dejuity Assistant Engineers 
whether oi not they took advantage of their ojiportunitics prior to 1920. 

(c) The rej)ly to the tirst p.art is in the negative. The second and third parts 
are covered by the .answer to ji.art fh). 

(//) Yes. Uecruitnient was previously made partly . from telegraphists of not 
less than 4A years' service who were not retpiired pass .any examin.ation ; and partly 
froni telegraphists wdio had undergone a speeial training for 2^ years and had success¬ 
fully passed an examination at the end of it. Under the orders of 1927, which had 
effect from the Ist .Taniiarv, 1.929, these methods w^ replaced by a new system of 
recruilinerit partly from wibiin, and partly from outside the Department, designed to 
obtain men with better educiitioiinl rjiialifications. As regards seniority those Supervisors 
who had eouipletcd a nine months* course of training for promotion to the grade of 
Deputy Assistant Engineer in 1927 wen* ranked for seniority after those who luid 
already passed th.at course ; the Supervisors wdio passed that course in 1928 were 

D281>LAD D 
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classed-for the purposes oi proniotiou to the grade of Dejiuty Assistant .Eiiginoers with 
tJie men who eompleteil tiic -1 years' course of training in 11 ) 20 , and their relative 
seniority was fixed according to the percentage of marks obtained in the examinations. 
Jn cases where the marks are identical, seniority was decided according to the lengili of 
scry ice. 'I’liese arrangements were decided on in cousiileration of various factors includ¬ 
ing allowances for the agi‘s and exjierience of the different batches of passed staff. 


P.\1.\TS L’SKI) IJY THE EaSTEKN BeNOAL KaILWAY FOR PAINTlNtJ TUEIK WaGON. 

’'jt)t>7. (a) The numbers of tlie iSju'cilications nieutioned by the llonourabh' Meruoer 
are nol correct. Specitication Aio. G 0.1\ 121 ami G,0.r.-121,1 are presumably m«-ant. 
fcpei ilicat.ion No. Ci 0.1‘.-121 for black paint re«piires the pigment to be eipial in stain¬ 
ing jiower ami tone to tJie standard which contains 2(t jier cent, of lainj) black. 'J’he 
pigment will nol iiee»‘ssarily itself contain 20 per cent, of lamp ]>lack, but may contain 
more or less according to tlie grade of lamp black used. Specitication No. G ().i’.-121.1 
for blaek paint second ijuality retpiires the idgimnit to In* equal in staining j»o\'.er and 
similar in tone to the standard whuh etmtains jun- cent, of carbon black. 

{h) Sit. Jn addition to tin' sjtecifications for black ])aint ineiitioiied in )\qily to 
])art (a ) there is another speciti< atioii No. G C).J'. 122 for bone black paint. 

(<•) I’resnimibly Miiraco special black paint is referred to. This is a paint of an 
altogether different type from paints inad(‘ ti» romjdy with speeitii-ations deserilu'd in 
replies to i and ;// . It is not kno\.n how luio h earbon black, if any, It roiitains. 
The loss on ignition of the I'igmeuT is alumt ''O p<‘v vvu\. 


Tendek called fok hy the Indian Stoki^ Department for Knamei. Navy 

(IKEEN. 

’ll)?.';, (a) 'The Indian Store'. Heparlimml enlied for tender^! for Id-HH) galioiis of 
enamel N;iy\ green on tin 2'.»tii -May, ll^2!<. 

{hi fes. 

(ei ‘s( rarl .— V^•^. .iUii galhm-. woje ]»i,rchased in dune. l'.'2d, and djuo galion*' 

• n Angusi. lsc:;». The juic- ii. Imtii ca.se^ was E.s. 1 1 !(» ]m.i gallon. 

.'I'tj —11 j.s not jiract’"able to imn has.- enaimis for railway n-e on tin* re,'iilt‘' 

of analylieal ti'sls. Siieli « nann Is are ehosiui on tlie basis of a<'tual expo.sure tests, 
as iJi llie .'inalogons case id' railway varnishes. This is well-known to paint iiiani.f.e- 
tiiieis, .\t the time of this iiarticular order the results of exposure tests wi re not 
available. The Goyernment Test House therefore reecuiiinemled that an order fur a 
part of the quantity of enamel required siiould be ];)laced with Messrs. Jeuson and 
Nicholson (India;, Limited. This recommendation, which was accejileil by the Chief 
Controller of Stores, was made on the strength of Hu- results obtained on the axjiosiirc 
tests carried out on varnishes manufactured by the tirni which show'inl them to compare 
favourabh with other varnishes tested jimctically by the Government Test House. 
As varni.shes form the most important ingredient of enainels, it w'as considered that 
the firm's enamel would also give good results. That this reasofiing was valid is 
shown by the fact that when the practical tests had been completed the enamel was 
found to be satisfactory. 

(</) No complaints have been received from the Railway Administration concerned 
and, as stated in the answ'er to ])art (c), the enamel gave satisfactory results iu the 
exposure tests ennied out at the Government Test House. 

(r) First part .—The firm named (pioted Its. 6-4-0 per gallon. 

Secohd part. —The ('om]>osition of the ])igmenl of the sample submitted by Messrs. 
Murark;i Paint and Varnish Works, Limited, "onfornied to the specification for gre.-en 
enamel. The expo.sure tc-sts on the varnish manufactured ]>y this firm had, howc*ver. 
proved very unsatisfactory and the firings offer wns therefore not acce])k‘fl. When the 
results of exposure tests on the enamels vrere compleU'd, this linn’s enamel was found 
to be unsatisfactory. 

(/) No. Messrs. Miirarka Paint ami Varnish Works’ varnish gave a much less 
glossy film than that of Messrs. Jenson and Nicholson (India), Limited. 
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Testing op Samples op Enamel Navy Green by the Government Test 

House, Alipore. 


*1070. {a) First part. —Yes, 

Second pari .—No report was Huliiuitted an no sample was received I'roin ^Messrs. 
Jenson and Nicholson. 

{b) Does not arise. 

(< ) Tiu! Goveriiineiit do not propose to place a cojjy of the report referrtvl 1o on 
the table of th(‘ House. The rciporl was prepared for the iufonn.ation of the Chief 
Controller of Stores. If any luamifaeturer requires a report on the tests and analyses 
of any of his j)roduet.s, it eaii be obtaiiie<I from the Government Test House, Alipore, 
aflei the examination of sani])les of the product and on payment of the luesi ribed 
fees. 


(d) First pare—-Out of the 4,(MM) gallons of enamel. Navy Green, purchased froa*. 
Alessr.s. .leiison an<l Nielmlso/i (Jmlia/, Limited, in ll>2iC 3,700 f^allons were purchased 
on th«' re<Minmiendation of the (jiiverninent Test House, Alipore. 

Srnnid part .—The att<'iiti(tn <»f the Honourable Member is invited t(» the. answer 
given to jiart (c) of question No. 107.^. 


STM'lMiV <»F KNAMWi PrilPLE T>ROWN TO THE EasTERN IiENGAIj RaILWAY 
THRoroii THE Indian Stores DEPArtTMENT. 

M077. (a) Ye.s. 

(h) No. 

(Cl Mnannd TMirjdt' Hreuii was purchased at the ]>rice named from Messrs. Jenson 
and Nicholson wliile tin' Uat<‘ (‘ontract with Messrs. Hoyle, Rob.son and Barneri for 
Enamel l‘urple Brown to K. H. R. shade was in force, but it was not the sann.- stuff 
as that «(*vered l»y the Hate ('ontract with Messrs. Hoyle, Hobson and Harnett. 

(it) The differen<‘e lutwacu Hs. 10 piT ewt. and Tls. O-S-0 per gallon amounts to 
Rs. til a-l jkt cwt., bat the inat'Tie.l ni «*ontract with Messrs. Hoyle, Robson and 
Harjietl was inferior to that pnrcha.sed from Messr.s. Jenson and Nicholson and w.as not 
suitald.- tor the jjarticnlar imrpose for which it w’as rcipiirerl by the E. H. Railway. 

(r) First part. — yalloiis. 

Second part. —Tin* <]nestioii of loss does not arise, for. as already px])lained in thq 
answers t<» parts (ci and (d », the two niat-eirials are not comparable. 

(f) The (TOveriimeiit a*-e already aware of the reasons for whieh the purchase 
was matle. These have been explained in the answer to part (d). 

(ff) The pureh.'Lse W'a.s made by the (’ontroller of Purchase. Calcutta, and, as already 
explained in parts (r) and (d), the two mat^^rials are entirely different, and the question 
of loss does not therefore arise. 


Rent of Go\t:rnmi:nt Quarters i’aid by the Staff of the Office of the 
Drptttv Accountant General, Posts and Telegraphs, Delhi. 

*120;). (a) to (/). Tla* elerks eoiieenied are entitled to pay rent under Fundamental 
Rule 4iiA. They are not however entitled to have Government quarters allotted to 
them in Old Delhi or in New Delhi. l)ecnuse they arc not required to reside in oHher 
place on duty wdth the Government of India. But this does not affect the qnesti(»n of 
the payment of r<*nt by them, and the circular of the Deputy Accountant General calling 
on them to express readiness to pav rent under FnndMinentjil Rule 4f>B will be can 
celled. . ■ 

(ff) Tin* substantive pay of Hie officer is below’ Rs. 600 per mensem. He is there¬ 
fore eligible for clerks’ quarters and has been given * B ’ Glass quarters as there are 
no * A ’ class orthodox (juarters in Old Delhi. 

L2S5LAD d2 
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Mr. P. 'R. Rau fFinancial Commissioner, Railways) : Sir, 1 lay on 

the table : 

(/) the information promised in reply to starred question No. 375 
asked by Seth Haji Abdoola Ilaroon on the 20th February, 
1933 ; 

(ii) the infonnatinii promisiMl in reply to parts (/>), {ci. {(/) and 
(e) of starred question No. 845 asked by J^aiulit Satyendra 
Nath Sen on tlie 21st !Marcli, 1933 ; and 

(Hi) the information promised in reply to mistarred question 
No. 109. asked by I'andit Satyendra Nath S(mi on the 22nd 
-March, 1933. 


Pa.sis Section of tjil Xoktii Western Rait.wav. 

^37"). (a) Tlio Aircnt, North Wosforii Railway, reports jirior to the 1st Moy, 

1P30, the :.-«treii^;th of the Pass Section was six ediisislin^j of He;ul Plerk and fivo 

clerks but that it was inert'ased with effect from the 1st May, Hh'lO to ei^ht, eojisistiti^f 
of one Ht\-Kl Clerk and seven Clerks. The increase was necessitated on account of i «»n- 
giderable increase in work which will be apy»areiit fr(»m the figures given below : 


No. of passes issued in 1928 .. .. .. .. 

No. of passes issued in 1929 .. .. . . .. 29,(«*.'? 

No, of letters recfdved for the Pass Section : — 

In* 192(1 .. 12.021 

Ill 1929 .. .. .. .. .. 10,779 

Suburban tickets issued in 1928 .. .. 7.1 “» 

Suburban tickets issued in 1929 .. 8.|0 

(fy), (c) and (d). No. 


(e) It has been decided to continue the present arrangements. Atteiiti^m is drawn 
to the reply to the qiHstion referred to which has since been laid on the table. 


Promotion of Clerkr in the Bast Indian Railway Accounts 

Department. 


*84.5. (I?) Yes. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) (i) 25. 

(if) .8. 

(f I Governnienf do not propose at this distance of time to cancel the 22 irregular 
promotions which were made as a result of misunderstanding of the rule. 


IIftrencitment in the Railway Clearing Accounts Office, Delhi. 

109. (a) ond (h). T understand that six clerks who had been retained out of turn 
under misunderstanding were not included in the list laid on the table of the House in 
reply to starred question No. 401 (r) and (d), dated 2.8rd February, 193,8. 

(c) Those six clerks, w’ho had held yiermanent appointments on the Eastern Bengal 
and Bombay, Baroda and fVntral India Railways, came over to the Railway Clearing 
Accounts Office along with their work, and owing to a inisa.pprehension, the Director 
considered that, irrespective of their total length of service, these clerks werii not to be 
brought under retrenchnieni, 

T am informed, howevor, that the men with longer service who were dimdmrged aa a 
result of the irregular retention of these six men have since been either re-entertained 
or offered posts, in the Railway Clearing Accounts Office. 



BILLS PASSED BY THE COUNCIL OP STATE. 


Bocretary of tho Assembly : Sir, in accordance with the provisions 
of rule 25 of tlie Indian Lcj^slative Rules, I lay on the table the follow¬ 
ing Bills which were pasticd by the Council of State on the 5111 September, 
1933 : 

1. A Bill further to amend the Indian Arbitration Act, 1899, for 

a certain jiurpose ; and 

2. A Bill further to amend the Cantonments (House Accommoda¬ 

tion) Act, 1923, for a certain purpose. 


MESSAGE FROM THE COUNXIL OP STATE. 

Secretary of the Assembly : Sir, the following Message has been 
received from the Council of State : 

‘ ^ I Jim <iirectc‘d to inform you that thi* Councdl of Btatc* has, at held 

on the .'itli iSej>tember, 1033, agreed without any amendments to the liill furUitr to amend 
the Workmen ’h Compensation Aet, li»lI3, which was passed by the Legislative Assembly, 
af it«< nieeting held oij the 2Sth August, 1933.” 


THE ( OTTOX TEXTILE fXWSTRY PROTECTIOX (AMEXD- 

MEXT) BILL. 

Mr. President (Tin* Ilonourabh* Sir Shanmukham Chetty) : The 
IIou.so will now resume further consideration of the motion that the Bill 
furtlier 1<» amend tlie Cotton Textile Iiidustiy^ (Protection) Act, 1930, be 
takon into consideration. 

Mr. H. P. Mody (Bombay Millowners’ Association : Indian Com- 
m(T('f' ; On IxdiaJl* of the agriculturi.st.s and tln^ liand loom n eavers (‘f 
India (Applause), I warmly support the Bill before the House. (Laugh¬ 
ter.; 1 do not know what my friends are laughing about j with tlie possi¬ 
ble exception of my Honourable friend, Mr. Laliiri Cliaudnury. I claim to 
be as stout a chaiiipion of these interests as anyone in this ILinsc. I shall 
never, I hope, be found in this House coming forward for relief to any in¬ 
terests which I represent if it was found that such relief could only be 
given at tlie expense of .some other interest. As was .so adnii)'al)ly ])ut by 
*!ny Honourable friend. Mr. Ranga Iyer, yesterday, a proper balance 
has to he struck in these matters, and every measure has got to be con¬ 
sidered on its merits, and with reference to its implications, not only as 
regards the particular industry concerned, hut every other industry as 
well. Oiip of these days, though I feel it rather a difficult task, I hope to 
convince sonn* of my Honourable friends here, that those lik*‘ me, wlio are 
lighting for the rights of industries, are trying at the same time to serve 
the host interests of tlie masses. 

With these preliminary observations. I shall now attempt, as briefly 
as 1 can. to answer some of the points raised in the debate, and 1 shall im- 
pos(» tin* same r(*straint on myself as was observed by my Honourable 
friend, the Oomineree Member. My Honourable friend, Mr. Ra.ju, on the 
first day of the debate, spoke for the hand loom weavers. 1 respect that 
rttiludo, hnt T w^ant to point out to him that he is altogether wrong in think¬ 
ing that any measure calculated to advance the interests of the textile 
industry constitutes a threat to the hand loom weaver. It is true that the 

( 1055 ) 
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hand loom industry today is in a rather dej)lorable condition, as is every 
other industry, whetlier conducted by hand or by power. What are tlie 
cfiuses / To a certain extent it is true tliat the competition oj* tin* power 
factories iuis aflFected the fortunes of tiie hand loom industry ; +!iar is bound 
to happen. Hut we have this consolation that iiidike alnn-vst any other 
country or any other industr>' that I knoAv of, tlie hand loom industry has 
survived in this country f(»r centuries, and haK withstood th'“ c(nnpetition 
of power factories for the last 70 years more or less successfully, and today 
it holds almost the same position in the economy of this connin' as it has 
ever lo'ld. In that I st‘(» a jrleam of hope, but what I would lik * ii» ,)f)iiit 
out io mv Jltniourahle friend is that om* reason why that imliis: ry li;is 
siitf< red is because of the clieap iinjumts from foreijru countries, and it' we 
in this Hoiisi* tiuht f*>r adecjuate protection for our int{‘r»‘S(S, wo .n-,* at lln* 
suiiie time fijrhtin^r for the best interests of tbe band loom weavers. The 
duly on cloth has helped tlu* hand loom weaver .just as miieh ?is it has helj)ed 
those who are condnctinjr the industry in faetori(‘s. 

An Honourable Member : Wiiat about the duty on yarn ? 

Mr. H. P. Mody : My IJonoiirahle friend asks, how abf)ut the dut.v 
on yarn. I shall answer that question as well. The duty on yarn has not 
afleeted the hand loom industry to nnythinur like the exttoP 'vliicli riiy 
friends ima;dne, basiiio- tlieir .irjruments ])erhaps on what lia^ be»-n said in 
a recent cojMniiini(pic of the Madras (r(»v(*rnment. My Iloiionrahle friends 
must know that tliere are today a {Treat many mills whicli are switchin{? 
over from th<‘ prodm'tion of yarn l‘<n* sale i«) tin* production of ('iMtli. Why 
ar<‘ they df'iuir tliad ! They art* doitijr that for tht* simph* reason that tln^re 
is no economie prit-t* to lx* obtained for y trj). T am iri'N in'r this as a t)«>si*i\'e 
fat^t, you can verify it f)y the fiirnres mills i*.' India t(»day \'d|ic}, ap* <‘n- 
{ra‘»‘(*c! i» tlie oiaiiufactni’c td' wirn ft>r sale and which find it ir*cr(*-sinirly 
necessary to si^vit(']i ov‘‘r t(j the produ<*tion of cloth, hecaiis** rhcrc is no 
markit for yarn at an economic price. If it ha]>pt*ns. a^ >1 is l)omjd to 
baiqx'M •‘onic day, that all mills io Indij tiii'ii their aHenlion to tie* ni’oduc- 
tion of elMh, iht'n the t!e[)(*ndence of tlje hand loom weaver vvoidd b** more 
or less on tlie impoi’letl yaiai and he is ijointr to xtoy lilth* shrift (»r 
merc\ from the eyportees of siit'b yarn. If ma> Ite that today lie is enjoy- 
inir 1h(‘ h-^*t’efit (d* c!it*a]? imports, but tomoirow be may fiml lliat the fttreiini- 
er has establ'slietl liiinself flrml\' in tids eoinilry and tb ;) lie is abb* to 
exact hjs own price with tin* elimination of the eompefilion of fh'* mills. 
Nrn\, I (}oj)e. that is a suflicient an.sw«*r t(» my J[onf)urahb* friend. ! I'ecofT- 
ni.se that my ffonoural)le fri(*nd is not o])posin{T this measure, hut he has 
put 1*f>rward a ])oint of Yit*w which is ])erfeetly lefritimate and whieh I have 
tried to .nsAver to tlie liest of my ability. I turn now to my Honourable 
friend. ^Ir. H. Das. ]\Iy Honourable fri(*iid’s deinoeratic sympathies .-md 
vivid imatrination embrace the whole of Indian humanity ; lie said he sj»oke 
for the JIoO millions of India. 

An Honourable Member : Mmus the mill owners. 

Mr. H. P. Mody : I am sorry for the oHO millions minus tlie inill- 
pwiicT's. Noav, Sir, Avhat was his arfrument Avhen he presented fiimself to 
this Hous^ as the champion of the.se .q.'lO millions ? He said there Avonld be 
retaliation on the part of -lapan, and tlmt there had h(‘en actual retaliation 
in 1^27. T am afraid, my Honourable friend is rather careless in his hand¬ 
ling' of facts. 
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Mr. B. Das (Orissa Division : Non-Muhammadan) : Not at all. 

Mr. H. P. Mody . There was a retaliation on the part of Japan in the 
maUer of pig: iron at a time when there was no question of increasing the 
diiti-'s on textiles. The duties on pip iron were i>ut up by as iniu-h as 250 
per cent, at one stroke what time the industry had not obtained tlie mea¬ 
sure of relief it has now pot. As regards eotton, my IJonornable friend, 
with that delightful ineoherence which he exhibits, e.ontradieti^d himself. 
Jlf* said -Japan was ndaliatini; in the matter of cotton, and, in llie next 
breatli, he sai<l that within the next five years Japan will gro'v as mueh eot¬ 
ton as she wants in Alanehiiria and other places. If .lapan is anyhow 
going t() «!o that some day, then wlier(‘ comes tlie rpiestion of retaliation ! 

I do not ^^ant. Sir, to strike .i controversial ij<»te n])oii this <pieslion ifi vi(*w 
of the very important negotiations wliich are geing to take place in the next 
few montlis. Ifut I will say this that if there is going to he a threat to the 
interests of the agrienltiirists in India, the proper answer is not winning 
imj)r»tenee. but adefjnate eoiinter measures wfiieh I hope ll’is lioiise niil 
most lie;n-tily endorse, lint I d(» hope that th it ’in]iapt>y ^'visiiiiality will 
be avoided, that, as a result (J' tin* <‘onference which is trchiiii' take place, 
we shall lie able to reaeh an agrecjnent whicli will ensure friend-h ;.1 l»eiwi‘(‘n 
thf* twd <*oinitrie.s. and that there w'ill be mi mon* talk of boycott or counter- 
Jiieas'ires of n'prisals. 

Now, Sir, Air, Das, again with the same earelessness wdth regard to 
facts, talked of bloated profits. I do not km.w whether he is still living 
in tlic l.cctie days of lirjO. I’he answer to his imaginings is to bo found in 
an Associate<l l*ress m(‘ssage today which says that another few tlioosand 
employees have been turned out of their jobs in Bombay mill> on aceouiit 
cf depression and on aceount of Jaj)aiiese competition. Since April, 15 
thousand hands have het'ii thrown out of employnn‘nt in addition to tlie 
many thousands who had been thrown out in ])rt*vious years. But ii may 
be said that this is tlie position in regard to the Bombay mills only It is 
l)y no inea?is so. Alills at Indore, mills in tlie Central Provinces and mills 
in otlim- places art* feeling the draught almost as acoidy, aiul Ihere m 
w ides])r<':id nmunployment ♦*verywhere. 

niy Ilononrablt* friend talked ^.f nii>inanagt'ment id' Bmubay 
mills, and in this c<unu*ction h<» is rather bind of nin>t ng my ;ionr»!!»‘able 
friend, the Alembt*]’ foi* Industries and Labinr. sii*. in spo-. uf my 'Ioti- 
otn’ahle frit*nd. Sir Frank Noyce’s frt*e traile pi'oclivilie^. 1 ha'i' a warm 
reg/u'd foi* him, and I have always said that his ri‘port in was a most 

valnalile ('ontrihution to the literalnr** on tin* subject, and was fail of siig- 
geslions for the amcliorati«‘ii of the industry. But I waul to know, in wliat 
part of dial report does my Honourable friend fiml sii])port foi* his theory 
that there has l)(*en gross misnianagemt*nt in Bombay mills / It is tmt* that 
Sir Frank Noyce has made valuable suggestions for the improvenu'nt of t}ie 
industry, but that is very different altogether from .saying that the industry 
is inisjnanaged. This eontinual talk of mismanagement which is being 
b<*ard, atid widcli no amount of facts and figures can manage to seoleh. v dl. 
at any rale T hope, be seotched wlien the Keport of the last Tariff Board, a 
Board which was competent to judge, is pnblislied. And if .from no otlier 
point of viewy at least from this particular standpoint. T am anxious that 
that Beport shouhl b(* released to the public at the earliest possilJp moment. 

T bope thot Report wull give a fmsitive lie t*o the statements whirii are being 
reeldev«ly flnnguabout with Tegfird to'-the mismanagipmont of the I’inn^hay 
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(Interruption by Mr. B. Das.) After all, the Keport must be leased 
upon evidence ; 1 know what evidence has been laid before tJie Hoard, and 
.1 say that unless they ignore altogether the facts placed before them, lliey 
could not come to the conclusion that the industry is suUeriug from mis¬ 
management. Sir, tlie real trouble w'ith my Honourable friend, Mr. Das, 
is not that he does not understand exactly wliiat. he is talking about,— 
though it is sometimes rather difficult to believe that he does understand 
(Laughter)—he has got enough experience as a politician and as a pub¬ 
licist ; he is a man of alfairs, he knows trade and industry' ; but the trouble 
with him is that Mr. J)<as is a capitalist at heart. (Laughter.) Now, Sir, 
the capitalist unfortunately today has gone a bit out of fashion, and it d(>cs 
not do i'iu- any g(K)d patriot to conic forward and say tliat he is an expouenl 
of either capitalist or industrial interests. And, tJiercfore, it is that ui\ 
friend, Mr. Das, who at heart is as liad a eapitalist as any om* of ns, (Moiics 
forward to prate about the woe.s of the agrieiilturist ; I donht very iiiiii h 
whether he has been within a hundred miles of any village (l.angliltn*) or 
wiietlim- liis ae(piaintaiicc with the agricultural problem goes very mueli 
beyond the purchase of a few mangoes or bananas. (Laughter.) 

No^\, Sir, 1 will deal briefly with my Jlonourabh' friend, ]\lr. doslii. In 
s]»il(* of tlie faet that we always argue against each othm-, w«* are great 
friends. IVIr. doshi pro])ounded a very novel doetrim*. that wlient'ver the 
textile industry came np for some measure of relii*!', that must be an oci^a- 
sion for imposing on tlie industry certain conditions with regard to the wel¬ 
fare of labour. Surely tlie.se questions are entirely apart. Wlndlier you 
give prot(‘ction to the industry or not, a certain st^andard of ]ift» is to he 
maintained and enforced with regard to labour, all those ameliorative met- 
sures. whicli flow from the (jovernment of India with their increasing labour 
sympathies, have been designed to improve the lot of labour irresfKHdive of 
whether the industry has received adequate protection or not. J^oes my 
friend I’equire a double dost* of protection, namely, industrial legislatioii 
proceeding at a rapid pace, irrespective of Protection, and again when the 
iiidnsfi’N comes up for some measure of relief ? That, \ say, 8ir, is a 
w'holly mitenable proposition and 1 ho])e it will not be supported anywliere. 

I said that 1 would be very brief ; 1 have only a few words moi-c to say. 
My Honourable friend, Mr. Das, speaking on behalf of the Democi-atic 
Party, said that they were going to oppo.se this rm^asure. I hope it is not 
correct ; J hojie at any rate the Democi*atic J’arty will reconsider their 
attitude. What would happen, .suppo.sing a lai'ge section of the House, a 
majority section in this Ibmse, were <if the same opinion ? One of two 
things would happen. The Tariff Board’s lieport and the (loveniment 
of India’s decision on that report would liave to be immediately jiublished 
and brought up before the House, and some fresh mejisure of protraction re¬ 
commended. Tliat T say is obviously out of the question for the simj^le 
mison that n<*gotjations are on foot, and it does not do, when the Lanca¬ 
shire deputation and tlie Jafianese deputation are on their way, to present 
them with a meitsiire of protection at the same time tliat profess yourself 
W'illing to come to a settlement with them. That would be one way of 
dealing with the matter. The other way ivould be to do away with pro¬ 
tection altogether and to leave the industry to the tender m<*reies of loreign- 
ers. Is that the position which the Democratic Party propose to take iij) 
in this House, namely, that the industry siiotild have no proteetion at uU f 
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Whoso interests would they be serving thereby except the interests of the 
ioreigner ! J ivsjwctfuUy ask them w'lietlier they have realised the impli- 
of such an attitude. J am sure that no other section in the House 
will suj)j)nrt it. J am not merely concerned with getting votes, not merely 
coiwrriieil with gcdting this measure througJi : 1 want that every Member 
of this House, realising liis resporisibiJiy, will whole-heartedly support the 
measure which has been jjut forward b}’ my Honourable friend, the Com¬ 
merce IMtaiiber. 

Mr. 0. 8. Sanga Iyer (Uohilkund and Kumaon Divisions : Non- 
Muhammadan Rural) : Sir, I must at the outset congratulate iny friend 
from Hoinbay on the able way in which he began espousing the cause 
of I he agi iculturists. I am sure the Honourable Member from Bombay 
is very n^eeptivc, an<l be probably felt that lie was considerably mis- 
iindersto<Kl yesterday and tof>k the earliest opportunity to clear the 
i:iisiin(l(‘r-tandiiur ami define the ]^osition that he has consistently taken 
uj! as an old (Congressman following the f<iotstcps of Sir Pherozeshah 
Mehta befnre the (’ongress ehangial its jiolicy. As every niillow'ner in 
this country has proved by his action, there is a close contact beiw^een 
the agricultural and industrial interests, as evidenced liy the fact that 
the largest cpiantity of short staple cotton ]>r()duced in this country is 
consumed hy the millowners themselve.s. There is no us? for supporters 
c'f agricnltui*a] in1<*rcHts to ignore this <‘ssential fa(‘t that between 
agi’ij'ultiire and industries there is an unbreakable connection. It is gwd 
to build upon the eonneetion and 1 w’elcnnie. therefore, the observation 
of the champion of industrial and tariff interests in Bombay. I must say 
a word in defence of my friend, Mr. B. Das, once u]K>n a tiim‘ the 
champion of the Nationalist Party and its most industrious whip. When 
Mr. H. Das sad that he was going to oppose this Bill. I think he governed 
it wdth a coiidition, till the publication of the Tariff Board Report. 

Mr. B. Dm : Quite tK>. 

Mr. C. 8. Ranga Iyer : .and I suppose it was only his vigoroui 

way of putting that the Tariff Board Report must be published, and 
not that this Bill should bo opposed, for even Mr. Scott has not chosen 
to <»i)pos»* this Bill. What Mr. Scott stated in hLs nsnall}' eloquent and 
almost convincing and seductive style was this, that the Government 
of India’s policy w'as more or less typical of “ Wait and see Japanese 
j>olicy That w^as (|uite a dignified way of concealing some of his 
apjwebensions. because he did not w’atit on an occasion like this to 
oppress them, for each and every one in this House is anxious to 
slrenglhe!! flic hands of the (^orainorce Member in the great and 
important negotiations that are opening before us. In this particular 
matter and during this debate it is w’cll for us from the (Opposition 
Benehes to make clear to the Japanese representatives who are coming 
to this country that the Leader of this TTouse has the confidence of the 
House as a wdiole. (Cheers.) When the Leader of the House denounced 
the Tndo-Japane.se ("Convention in April last, w'e gave him united and 
unanimous support, because our agricultural and industrial interests 
called fnr sueli action ; and T, standing on this side of the Hou.se, very 
clearly stated, then that the denunciation of the Convention was but the 
beginning of negotiations leading to a Iwtter understanding and better 
amity and better agreement willi Japan in the light of new conditiomi. 
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Therefore, we ought to give ever^’ support to the Honourable the (-om- 
iiierce Member who is animated not by any hostility towards »Jaf)an— 
on the contrary, as he very clearly stated in his lucid and convincing 
speech, he is anxious once again to revive those fair traditi(M»s and 
conditions of industrial rapproehment which had united India and 
Japan. AVe also join him in giving a welcome, a cordial welcome to 
the flapan(‘se delegates, heeause as he very eh‘arly stated, Japan is one 
of onr imj)ortant customers, the ]>rineipal buyer, as an outsi<!e nation, 
of our short staple cotton. We want to keep Japan as our friend and 
liOf)(‘ that Japan Avill view the debate that has taktni place in ihis 
House With sympathy and understanding and realise that -nii* Hom- 
nievee Member enters into m‘gotiati(>ns with tlie fullest su])p()rt that a 
leader ol a democratic House in a self-governing country can have. 
(Cheers.) 1 have only to add that the agricultural int«’r(‘sts are walchiiiLi- 
developments with gn‘at interest, and 1 welcome tin* Ilomnirable the 
Connnerc(‘ Alember's observations in n‘gar<i to their r»»preseni;'J ion in 
v;hat('ver negotiations concerning tliose interests that might tak.* |>laci*. 
On this two-claii<e Hill, if wi* take into consid(‘ration the short 'it!e jilso. 
we have liad a two dtiys’ <lis(*ussion. I thiidv it is snflicient tlnit we 
base taken over two days on this matter, and tiim* that we gav.* a ^ot^* 
of confidence to the Cominerce Menuher by j)assing this Hill unanimonsly 
and without any ()])position, especially in the light of the taet that we ar«* 
entering uito important negotiations in view of whieli it is better that 
the ])roteetion is extend(‘d for the limited period prescribed. (Oheers.) 

Lala Haii Raj Swamp (Tnited Provinces : Landholdtu-s, : Mr. 
Prcsidmit. the sineerily of Mr. Mod.y and even of Mr. Das may be 
doubled in voicing (he feelings of agriculturists, but ni.v sirn'crily eaiinot 
be doubti'd. bocaust- 1 represent tin* laiidlv.ddcrs id' tin* l’niti‘d Provinces 
and 1 liavt* got a larg(* number of tenants under im* avIio grow cotton 
and I grow cotton myself. 1 give my wbolebearted su[»port to tliis 
measure of prott*etion, because I ferd that tlM‘re is nothing in ibis Ibll 
vdiich is ir.jiirifnis to the int«*resfs of tin* agrienlturists. i)u lin* oilier 
hand, by ertacliing too mueb im])ortaMee t<» this argument in rnir sp«‘«‘elies 
on ^[(mday and today, we ar*- playing into the hands of tin- Jaj);Mn‘si‘ 
delegation wliieh is abmit to come (»n.t to India. 1 un(h‘rstand from 
reliable s(iiirees that tlie Japain-st* liavo sent nut men in (‘e.tton growing 
distriets instigating cotton growers and to put up their demands that tlieir 
interests are in danger, in order to iniprc.ss tin- im’p -i-|ane'* of Hieir 
sti-(*alh*<l boyc()1t of Indian eolton. Sir. if yon lonk int(» th • llgiires, 
.^ 0*1 Avill find that 1l!»*y have placed orders f(»r Indian e“rton mn'di In 
ad'anec. P(.r iiislanee. in July. IfKJl. they ]»ur»diased e«dton f(.r Rs. 
laldi.s In lO.TJ, tliey pnreliased c-nl(o!i for IN. laklis ; in Jnbe Ib'Vi. 

their ])urc]ias<*s W(‘nt up to TN. 571 lakhs. Hefon* announi'Ing tin* 
boycott, they placed orders in advance so that they eonld hold their 
own for six months at lea.st to eomo. Secondly, there is noHiinfr this* 
argnment of boyeolf. beeaiis*. as we know, most of tin* .Japanc.s' 
maebinery is adapted for short staple cotton, espc*eial]y cotton nrodi|f*ed 
in India. Hy re.sorting to this bo,ycott and by .sticking to it, do ve tain* 
it that they will thrf>w away crores of their capital into the sc.*» and go 
in for more machinery ? It is a futile argument. Thirdly, if we. looJc 
into the exports, we find that the exports of Indian cotton have aetiially 
been falling ib the Japanese markets’; so it means that the time will 
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come when we will have to depend upon our own market- or find other 
markets in other parts of the world. I have always thought, Sir, from 
the very beginning that this short Bill should have been passed without 
much discussion or argument, because, this is a time when, instead of 
weakening the hands of my Honourable friends, the Industries Member 
and the (’cunmerce Member, we should strengthen their hands by giving 
our whole-hearted support to this measure, and I take this oi)portiinity 
from this place in this House to convey to tlie Japanese delegation that 
we Indians will not bt^ afraid of tlieir tactics of dealing in international 
negotiations. You are well aware. Sir. how difficult it is to deal with 
iIm- Japantse. Ymi liave had the privilege of dealing with thesf* people 
in International C'onferenee in other parts of the world. Therefore 
Sir on h<‘|ja]f of tin* agriculturists and on }M‘half of tin* cotton -rowej-s, 

I wlmleln artedly support this Hill, and I would ask every flo!! nirable 
Mi'udwr li(‘re t»» aecord his full su])port to lh»‘ IIoTunirahle tin* (’onimerco 
iMoinhrr. 

Mr. K. P. Thampan (West Coast and Xilgiris : Non-Muliammadan 
h'liral ■ : Sir. tin* scab* of duty that is now ])roposed to Ik* imposed upon 
.'oiKdi textiles has been in <*xistence for some time, and 1 would like to 
kiio'.' what tlie (loveriinieiit have done during all the time. It is now nearly 
si.x moiiihs sinet* tin* rate lias been enhanced, ami 1 should lik«* to ask 
tin* (Jovoriiment wliy they liave tnd cared to s(‘ml (uit some “XMerTs to 
flu-, out tr<»m .lapan why the Ja])anese people are ahh* to <lump their 
.'ootj*; iijio this rouiil ry and how they ari* able to si*ll their produce at 
sm*li low rates ’ 1 do not tliink. Sir. that the rate of (‘xchange of the 

xeii ;dofM‘ helps the .lapanese t»> do this. ^ly own ojiinion is that the 
(:ov*rnmeiit have ]\<»t done their duty in this matter, and. In asking 
us to vote f(*r a measure this kind. riovf‘rnnn'nt are asking us to 
tak*' a h*;.]) in tin* dark ns r.ll li’.’’ht. all the relevant data ar*- withheld 
(’roll; us. 

S‘r. tln*r<* aro sevt'ral interests involved in this measui-e. Timre are 
tile cot ton gi-,,uers. then* are tin- liaud hM»m ^v^‘av^•r‘^, there are tlie mill- 
owinus. ;ind tlnally there are the ronsumers. Il is our d(*sire ?<► hold 
liie halam*e evenly among all 1h»*sr ela.sses. If we can pretect the 
Jiiillow-ieT'. witlioiit iu.Miriinr the inlerestN «.!’ oflioi- .-lasses vtf pe.){d*. 
\e« will in- thr fii’sl to do it, hertJiiN-*. w** knew. Slj-. ll;on> .-tve mor.- 1]i ni 
eight Ink's «if p<*ople who ari* enga.irtol a.N lahour«rs in this indusiry. 
ami il ■ < ur earm st desiri* that tlo'y should uoi he thrown out *f 

eoj|)|,iy?n<'ni a?i<l that the rapitalist should ah-o g-f* •*» fair n*tnrn oti 
!ii' it]vestnie?i{. Th<*refore. Sir, if tin- Detnoeratie Party d<‘ei'l'al to 

<'Pin>se this measure, it was hecaiis'* llu* <h»vi‘rumeut lunl not puhlisln‘d 

the I\h‘port of the Tariff Board which we consider would he the most 
impartial ami epnitahle one. an-l w-** naturally thouirlit that, w'ilhoiu 

getting siiflleient data on this (|nestion. we W'onld not be diseiiargimr 
«uir duty properly. Wt* refused to allow ourselves to be a ]nirty 
to a measure if it w’ouhl injure tin* interests id* the juTrieiilturists 

and othei* ela.sses of people. Tin* only relt‘vant data that the Oov- 
erttment have got on tin* snhjeet i.s (*ontained in the Keport of the 

Tariff Board, and that for their own reasons, they have uof eared 

to supply ns. 

Sir. personally speaking, though T am an agriculturist and a 
landowner, T do not grow cotton, as yon are doubtless aware, but my 
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sympathies as an agriculturist are entirely with the cotton growers, 
and as there are other Members in this House who can speak for cotton 
growers much better than I can do, 1 leave the matter to them. But, 
feir, there are thousands of hand loom weavers in places, like Tellieherry, 
Cuunanore and throughout the villages in Malabar. There arc also 
wtliving factories where beautiful checks and other suitings arc manu¬ 
factured, and a very large number of people depend upon that industry, 
and, as their spokesman in this House, unless I am convinced that that 
industry will not be adversely affected bv this measure, J cannot lend 
my support to this Bill. 

Sir, not only Malabai*, there are other districts also, for instance, The 
place froiii which you come, Coimbatore, Salem, Madura, and Tanjore in 
South India, where there are thousands of hand, loom weavers manufactur¬ 
ing very fine aon.s, and other cloths. Their products art* said to bi v(*ry 
tine, and I am told.—1 liavc not got the figures with me jusl at the 
moment, that cloth w(»rth about 11 eron*s of rui>ees is sent out to foreign 
places from the Madras Presideney over and above what is sent to several 
piiH/i of this country. On the last oeea^sion when 1 wt*nt to Lahore*, 1 was 
delighted to find that the cloth stalls of some merchants there AV(*re filled 
with Cannanore eluM'ks and other cloths. Tliis is the condition of this 
industry in my jiart of the eouiitiy and as one, reprtsentiiig tlie hand 
loom weavers also. I fet‘l 1 must think twice befon^ 1 leml my suj^pori to a 
measure of this kind. 

With r^ard to the consumer, Sir, 1 may say that 1 am a consumer 
Jiiyself of cotton g(X)ds, and personally 1 am willing to ptit up with liigluM' 
prices for the clotlis 1 fiurehase for a tiim* if it will assist tht* iirodueers. 
but I cannot be expected for all time to put up witii higher prkes. Why 
sliould I not take advantage of the elieaper world prieojs, why should 1 
be jirevented from enjoynig the benefits of a cheaper value as the result 
of more •efficient and scientific manufacture and organiaatiou ? Sir, an in¬ 
dustry that asks for siijijiort always is mit worth the name, and the funda¬ 
mental principle in giving protection to any industry is tliat it should be 
givcm only for a limited period of time, liefore which the industry concerned 
is ?.xi)ected to turn the corner. You cannot give protection for all time. 

Then, Sir, a good deal was said by my Honourable friend, Mr. Modv, 
about the alleged mismanagement of the mills. T do not know about the 
nature of mismanagement in the mills, but I know, Sir,—and 1 have 
recently read enough of literature on the subject—of the abuses of the 
nianaging agency system that obtains in many of the Bombay mills. Sir, 
it is an unfortunate thing that the Indian Companies Act is so drafted 
that any kind of abuse on the part of the managing agents is Indd to be 
legal. 'Hiej' get a commission for every purchase they make, tliey get a 
commission for the sales they effect, they pet a commission for keeping of 
the office, for repairs, building of houses and for every conceivable thing 
connected with the mills. Whether the mills lose or gain, the profits of the 
managing agents are ensured, Tt is the poor shareholder who loses. The 
sy.stem has become almost a scandal. Until and unless the managing agency 
system is modified, there is no chance of sucee.ss or hope for these mills. 
It may be a matter connected with the amendment of the Indian Com¬ 
panies Act, but whatever it is, I hope, Sir, that Government will see their 
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wa}' to enquire into the prevailing system of managing agencies and era<Kcate 
the evils thereof. T am told, l^ir, that there is also a good deal of mefficiency 
in the mills in Bombay and other places. Their plant is said to be anti- 
tlilnvian and their expenses of production are also very excessive. 

Mr. H. P. Mody : Why don’t you wait for the Report before passing 
judgment 1 Wait for the Report and see what it says. 

Mr. K. P. Tbampan : In this connection \ woubi invite the attention 
of the House to eertain j)orti()ns of a letter which appeared in tin* IrMan 
Finance (Industries S!ipi>lement) of the ‘Ust August. The lett<‘r i.s fmm 
the liouibcjy (‘on-esporuieiit of tliat paper, and it is very relevant to this 
(jneslion, and with your indulgence. Sir, I will read certain portiofis. The 
(Correspondent refers to the opinion of one Mr. Sasakura, a Japanese, who 
is ass(iciated with the Toyo Poddar (V>tton Mill of Tioiiibay. He sa\> : 

“ In hiR opinion, the Horry pli^?ht of Bomb.*iy cotton mills in due to three causes : 

(1 ^ Accurmilat<‘d stock duo f<i overproduction in India and heavy increaBo of 
imported cloth in llh*!!*, 

{'2) Higher cost of j>roduetion of Bombay mills in comparison with upcouritrv 
mills and foreign mills. 

(.'i) Lack of 4‘ontro] against rockle.s.s <*ompetition among Bombay Mills, 

111 10 : 12 , Indian mill production increased by 20 per cent. There was also an 

increase of aS per eent. in imported cloth. Th<* r«*sult is that 1002 supplies wet' higher 
hv fiOO million yards ov<‘r lOHl supplies. This will be equal to lU yier cent, of India's 
consmiiii.g »;tpacity. If th«* situation is be reimMlie<l, Indian mills should close down 
fi'r a month and a half, or importsS of cloth should cease for a half-year.” 

That means that tlicsc milJ.s arc producing more than the nHpDrcniont.-^ 
(‘f this country and hence the trouble : 

** As regards production cost, Indian mills iiictir higher expenditure on wages, 
power, stores and muscellaneous (such as Uixesi.” 

.It is interc.sting to .sec from this letter wliat the average j'.piuniug 
cliiirges j)cr s])indle per day i.s for Bombay’ mills and for Japanese mills : 


Wages 

Power 

Btorc 

Miscellaneous 

Total 

With regard to the 
find the following : 


Wages 

Power 

Store 

Misc^llftiieoits 

Total 


Bombay’ Mills 
5.04 pies. 

1.87 pies. 

1.16 pies. 

1.90 pie.s. 

9.97 pies. 

i’erage weaving charges 

Bombay Mills. 
Rs. 

165 

34 

36 

29 

264 


Japanese Mills. 

1.57 pits. 

1.09 pies. 

0.44 pies. 

1.28 pics. 

4.38 pies. 

r 100 looms jter day, we 

Japanese Mills 
Rs. 

43 

6 

18 

27 


94 
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An Honourable Member ; What about inefficiency 1 

Mr. K. P. Thampan : 1 am coming to that. What a coutraist in 
regard to the cost oi* spinning and weaving ! 

“ The folloAviiig- deseriptioii uf Mr. Sn»akiirij in regard to companitive ollicieiiey 
oi labour is interesting : 

* It reijuires Ji) hands in hominiy Mills for a bale of 20s. against 11 in .Japan ; 
and one .fapanese weaving girl can attend S looms while a stoui Indian 
male weaver general!v handies two hmiiis and reeentlv three or four looms 
are given to him in a few iiiills. In a Jujianese ;iutomatie loom shed, it 
is not strange to see a girl attending forty looms with eomf(»rl. and in 
spinning, gtnierally a pieeing girl attends 1,200 spindles for lO.*;. against 
.‘h>0 to 400 s])iudles in Bombe.y ” 

111 the face of such vast difference between the cost of prodiielion and 
effieieney of Bombay mills and those of Japan, 1 do not really kiu)vv at 
what time salvation will eoiiie for Bombay mills, it eannol be, my lloiunir- 
able frieiul, Mr. ]\lody, wants us to continue this system of protection for 
years to come, and it is too much to expect us to vote for such a proj)osilion. 

Mr. H. P. Mody : Ask Mr. Joshi. 

Mr. K. P. Thampan : Sir, before 1 sit down, 1 will read one more 
extract from that letter, it says : 

“An additional liaiidi«'a|) of Bombay Mills has been tho anti*diliivi:in nature of 
nu«,L*hiiu:r\ in iimst mills. Lack of capital ami lack of himat or enterprise is r(‘.sponHible 
for the continued use of old maehinery instead of their being replact*d by new. 
Ahmedubad jireseiits (juite a dillereur state of affairs.” 

It is hearlening to find that in Ahniedabad at least things are better. 

I must also say something about the impniileiit way in wliich the 
profits (jT these mills were tlistrihuL'd during the time winm tliey were 
making iarge ])rofits. 1 was myself a shareholder in one or two mills in 
sonili Ind’a. Will yon believe me when I say that 1 got som-* time as 
mudi as <*0 ]>*']■ cent. <livi(len(] I The Marunriiig Din'ctnrs ihmigiil i; 
])i’iident to (lisSiribute (iO jad* cent, dividend. Why could tluw not r<‘serve 
a certain jjortioii against rainy days I They never do that. The (/omi>any 
Lav musf be so altered that the.se shareholders ought not to he given mo»’e 
than 12 j>er cent. If it is the duty of the Legislature to i>rutect tin* 
industrialist of the countiw, it is equally the duty of the industrialist to 
submit himself to the cfmtrol of the Legislature. It is mutual. When the 
shareholders get a good dividend, they are jolly over it, but they approach 
us with a begging bowl in bad days. That i.s a mentality to which 1 
object. 

These are the various factors connected wuth this problem, and, 
withimt giving adequate consideration to all these aspects, I for one cannot 
lend iny support to this Bill, and, if T may speak for them, that is also the 
attitude of the Democratic Party. 

Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali (Lucknow and Fyzabad Divisions : 
Muhammadan Rural) : This is a small Bill with one clause of perhaps 
five or six lines and it has been under discus.sion in this TTouse for two 
days. 

Sir. tlie object of this Bill is very simple. It extends the period of 
pTViteetion to tbe end of March, 1934, in.stead of the end of Detober 1933. 
Wc have heard of sincere and insincere sympathies expressed by each 
otlier—tlm agrienltnrist for the industnalist, and the industrialist for Ihe 
agriculturist., but I do not find anything in Ihis Bill which periain.s 
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either to ilie workers, i.c,, hand loom weavers or to the cuitivatoriS of XIds 
country. My Honourable friend, Lala llari liaj Swarup, talked of the 
beiielits of tins Bill to the cultivators. Neither.in this Bill nor in the 
orijTinal Bill of lililO anything was said to be done to extend the 
advantages of tiie measures to the poor <tullivators of India, it is a great 
pity that the great held of co-operation which Wfis a great blessing at one 
time to the whole country has been sent away hag and baggage to the 
j)ro\inces. TJie protection of cultivators could be eousidered only in the 
d(*j>artinent of co-operation. ISir, the cultivators of India were getting 
jnoJie\ Uii’ough these co-oi)erative societies, but, to our great c(njslt‘rna- 
tioii and legret, we find today that their interests are being neglected in 
the ])ro\inees now, altbough the Industries and Commerce Departments 
Jierr have j<hned hands to liel]) the uiillowne.rs and .Japan. The real 
iniei'esl of the eiillivalors is in tiie extension oi‘ liie hand loom iiiduMiy, 
by which they can supi)ort themselves and their families. It is the hand 
]o(»m or cottage industry which supplies funds to the cultivators in theii* 
lion IS of leisure for j>aying land revenue and land rent which they owe 
t(. il.e (lo\eriiinenl or to the zaniiiidars. 1 know that there is the Central 
Col Ion Committee ami the co-oj)erative societies. l)ut it is really a matter 
of Lireat ivgret that in these days of Hoods and d(»j>j*ession nolliing is 
being done liere for the interest of those who work on land or on the hand 
loom^. l>y (‘xteiiding this protection, you Avill indeed help tiie Indian 
milK, hut, so far as tlie cultivator is eonccrned. there is not a word in this 
.\<‘t or aiiywh(‘re to say that the cultivators or their hand looms 'vill be 
uCjXMl in any way. Ciiless and until these cultivators are su]>))lied with 
liK i't'y. e.‘dtle ami simmU in all the province^ now, I do not see how these 
imiii<1r*ies or these workers (‘an b(‘ hel])ed in any way. Jl is very )UM‘essa?*y 
that we lien‘ should now liiid means to help the cultivators and the uianii- 
i'ai'iiirers (d' these hand loom cloths, whether they an* for exj^ort or for use 
ill India itself. I ikhmI m»t say mucli on this snhjeel. Every one of the 
i\b*jiiher> iiei'c has (‘Xpressed gi-eat sym])athies for tiie ('ulti\ator and 1 know 
tiled the da])anese deh'gati(.)n too is coming ami, if the Honourable the 
< (unmeree .Mtuiiher A\ill takt* it into his head to do soimliiiriir—at least 
to his level best- to help the euUivator, that will be the best method of 
iielping tlie Indian industries too. 

Mr. A. Hoon (Allahabad and Jhansi Divisions : Non-Muhammadan 
Rural) ; 1 rise to su])port that the Bill be enacted into law\ As stated 
by my friend, Mr. Seott, I also wd.sh that the Bill w^as more compre¬ 
hensive. I also regnd tliat this Bill should liave at all aroused any 
controversy in this House. The position is this. The present Act 
expin^ towards the end of Oetober and >ve are no>v being asked to 
extend it up to the end of March. When this Act was passed, there 
w'as a line and cry in the coiuitr;>^ that we were faced with a national 
menace in tlie sliapi* of tlie Japanese dumping their goods on our markets. 
Now, jt is considered exjx-dient that before we fake any further steps in 
thi.s matter, we might oj^en negotiations wdth the Japanese representatives 
iiTid come to some sort of amicable understanding by which the ill feeliiigs 
which ai*<* now boing ert'at^ d bflw«M‘n tlu' tw’o, countries may Ix^ 
r^'moved. Cmhu’ these circumstances. my liumble subinissi(»n is 
that then* should liave b(»en no controversy wludsoever about this 
Bill. We should have simply told the Leader of t]\(* House “ Cer¬ 
tainly, extend the provisions of this Bill up to the end of March, but 
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do voiir best to safcjiuard the iiifi^r»*sts of the country I am sorry 
to S9V that a noto of discord has been soiindod w some parts of this 
flonse. Tht* pIoadin^^'^ of Mr. Kajii for the afrriciiltiirists, siipi>Ie- 
meiitod by tho appoal of Mr. Has an<I the fioniily of Mr. Jo.shi, J submit, 
were ontirely invb'vaiil so far as flit* issiif liefon* tho House is cori- 
i-orned. Wc liavo "ot our douiostit* ])rnl)lerns and also tin* foivijrn 
problems. The fomjrn problem mnv eon f mi it in jr ns is, how arc wc 
goiiij; to fijjfbt tliis lorcijiii compel»tion. The donu'stie pr<»blein is, how 
tile millowners are j^oinj;* to behave t(*wards tin* apTrieidtiirists. Wfiat 
is jroiiijz to be in tlie future tin* r<‘lalioiiship b<*Twe<*n the produe<‘r.s ot 
cotton and the eonsiiiners of cotton is another domestic problem. I 
dare say, we shall have plenty of time to discuss Itu* domestic problems 
later on. T am sorry that several defects in the workiinj of ou;- mills 
have been jirotdaimed. We really do not know how far these state¬ 
ments or ehare:es are correct, but 1 think it would be much better if 
at this juncture nolliinji: is said about tin* weaknesses in our own 
system of workiniir tin* mills. We should at this time, with a unit<*d 
voice, send our representatives to the Conference and ask them to 
safeguard our interests. Much has been made of the fact that the 
l’e])ort of the Tariff I>oard has not been publislied and put into the 
hands of Ilonourahlo Members. I really do not know what is the aetual 
cause of the non-puhlieation of the report, hut. after the comjdiments 
paid by Mr. Ranga Iyer to the shr(‘wdness and sineerity of the Leader 
of the House, T am inclined to think that it must he some matter of 
great expediency. The Leader of the House at the very outset of his 
speech said that wc have got to ho very cautious ami taetfid at this 
particular moment and we sliould taki* care that notliing escapes our 
lips whicdi might do incaleulahle harm to our cause. 1 submit that, 
taking that advice into consideration, we should proceed with this 
matter. We need not waste any more tinn* of this House in connection 
with this Bill and we should all express our wish that this Bill may be 
passed into law immediately. 

Mr. M. Blaswood Ahmad (Patna and (*hota Nagpur cups Oriasa : 
Muhammadan) ; Sir, had it lieen the last measure of its kind, I would 
certainly have no objection to .supiwrt it, but, T am sure, at the Delhi 
Session, there will be another Bill to give more protection. Govern¬ 
ment arc wanting money and by these means Government want to 
secure more money. That is my view and, for that reason, T oppose 
any idea of protection. T have .said on several occasions that such pro¬ 
tection is given to industries and milloMmers. There is no sort of pro¬ 
tection to Bengal and Bihar agriculturists. Rather you will find that, 
on account of export duties and other things, the interests of the agri¬ 
culturists as a whole have always been overlooked. 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Shore (Mend)cr for Commerce and 
Railways) : What about the import duty on wheat ? 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : It is true that on wheal there is some 
duty, but Bihar and Bengal are not wheat growing provinces and, on that 
occasion also, T said that there was a largo body of men, who were 
thousand times more than these millowners, that is the consumers. 
They are now purchasing wheat at a very high cost, also iron and other 
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things and they liave not sufficient money. The rate of rice and jute 
is very low. 

I would ask ray Honourable friend not to overlook the interests of 
the coiisiiiners when he discusses tliis matter witli the Japanese delega¬ 
tion. Tin* consumers have given their la.st drop of blood to the mill- 
owners and if my Honourable friend from nomhay is jiot still satisfied, 
we cannot iiely) it. If my Honourable friend, Mr. Mody, wants that 
this protection should go on for an unlimite<l period, we eaiUKjf share 
that idea. With thesi* words, 1 do not sui)port this measure. 

(Some Honourable Members rose to S]>eak.J 

Mr. President fTh<‘ Ifonourabh* Sir Shanmukham (’hetty) : If it 
^ is tile general desire on the jiart of the House to carry 

on the debate con.siderably longer, tlie (/hair has no 
ohj(‘etion. but lo .Membcu’s have alr(‘ady taken ])art in the debate. Does 
the Honourable Mr. Amar \ath Dutt want to speak V 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt il>urdn*aii Idvisimi : Non-Muhammadan 
Rural ) : Ves, Sir. 

Mr. President : Mr. Amar Nath Dutt. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : Sir, when f got a eo))y of this small Bill and 
went through tin* Stat(*ment of (.)l)jects and Reason>, I had a shrewd 
Mispieion in iny mind that the Hovernimuit had got more than ont‘ 
favtmrite wife. Sir, It was a Lieutenant (Jovernor of a certain province, 
more than a <juar‘er of a century ago, who laid down t!ie theory of a 
favourite wife. As you know. India is a land of polygamy and it is no 
wonder that our Christian rulers, in spite tludr ideas of monogamy, 
have taken to p<dygaiiiy here, 1 was aware of oidy one favourite wife 
of 1h<‘ (lovernmeiit <>f liulia till recently on whom all sorts of favours 
have 1 mm*ii showm'ed up to this lime ineluding the (Vunmunal Award atid 
tie* Poona Paet. But that siihioet is not at the iwesent moment before 
the House for di.^eussioii. The Honour; ble tli'* (’omnieree iMember hails 
from the Pn*side]i<'y of P.oinbay and he is himself a Cliristian and I th >ug]it 
tliat he will nol a }>arty to any theory of a favourite wife, but T find 
that he has al.so got a favourite wife, namely, the P>onihay millowners. 

Sir. this P>ill was first enacted in the year M^'27 in the interests of 
the Bombay millowners. A docile A.s.sembly came to the help of tliLs 
siiuill eoTiimunity wlio are onr countrymen. 

Mr. B. Das : Tl was not docile in 1927. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : 1 think in tliese matters of tariff the 
A.sseinbly Avas as docile then as the OoA’ornment could desire though not 
in matters of politics and constitutional adA'ance. That is. however, 
another matter. This Bdl was given an extension of life for another 
three years after its expiry in the year 1930. I tliink my Honourable 
fricTid, Mr. Das, Avill agree AAitb me that Avhen it Avas given an extension 
of life, certainly the House was A’cry docile, because it eoii.si.sted of men 
like him and me only to the exclusion of firebrands. Sir, avc thought 
then that this Avould be the last attempt on the part of the milloAviiers 
to ask ns to open our pockets for their benefit, hut that aa’hs not to be. 
The Honourable the rorameroe Member again came oA^er to this Assembly 
a feAV months ago and the Act Avas ext^'nded to 31st October, 1933. Noait, 

L235LAD , » 
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it is proposed to extend it till Mareli 1934. So, Sir, if I miikc bold to 
say that the Government of India have ^ot a soft corner in their heart 
for the Bombay millowners, 1 do not think I shall be wronjy. To what 
this is due to, it is not necessary for ns to attcmj)t to analyse. It may 
be that at the present moment the (iovernment of India from the hipjhest 
to the {Mr. G, Morgan : “ Lowest”) lowest has got a preponderance of 
Bombay officials or who have servt'd in Bombay and, thcrefon*, have 
friendshi]) with the Bom])ay cotton magnates. It may be due to that 
or it may be dne to tlieir great solicitude for the interests of the. 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir (Bombay City Non-Muhammadan IJrbarC : 
Sir, it is a very serious charge that the Honourable Member is making 
on the Membei's from Bombay. I would really ask him to substantiate 
this (diai’ge. The allegation that tin* Honourable ^Member has made is 
that the (Tovernmeut Bon.elu^s from the higlu‘st to the low(‘st consist of 
Bombay men. 

I;I-. Amar Na,th Dutt : Xo. no : that word “ lowest ” was put into 
riy ni'OiT]; by M 2 \ Morgan. 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir : At any rate, the allegation is that at leasi 
the highest (-tTici<ds ar(' fr<‘ni Ihmibay and tliat this l»ill is introduced on 
account of their illcLdtimate syinpathie.s with Bombay. 1 think the 
Honourable r'lemlxu* ouLdit to withdraw that remark. 

Mr. President (The Honourabh* Sir Shanmukham Chetty) : It is no 
defamation to call a ])erson a ” Bombay man **. (Laughter.) 

Sir Oov/asji Jehangir : Bu? 1 eanm)t see a single Bombay man ; 
that is my point. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : J thank you. Sir, for the kind help which 
has b('en remlered to h meek individual wlio cauuot hold his own against 
such valiant and fi(‘rce Knights like Sir Cowasji Jehangir. We expected th^» 
Government to sliow tin* same keen solicitude for the welfare of the 
teemiTr;r millions ot‘ Iml’a's ion who are at tlie present moTnent 

almost starvi7'ig. as tiny showed tljo liandful of Bombay millowners. 

Bir, the ennditioii e.f the country is surely <rrave. If anyone wcuild care 
to take noto of ihr* efunlitioiw of tiie agricultui'al ])opulation of this 
country. It- Avil] ooi sTnp at merely <ayincr that the conditions have 
bceonn* frrr.v*. but ^vill try to e>n*rt hims('If t(7 tin* best of his ability^aTid 
ask tl'f‘ to »rive That ouirht to la* the first ;ind fore¬ 

most duty of ‘'VfM'y t},di'iu in tlu^ House bef(»iN' siiptiortinir the Govern- 
ment in halic’: on i!'‘ii1»‘rs <»f kiu*’ which will bfuiofit a handful 
of milh'wne!-'. Sir. Iherr* h.-fv- 1 <^‘en suee<*he^ by landc'WiuTs and airri- 
cnltui-ists. T Ond H'-'t on*^ of lb<‘v.» at ]«*a^t pletwh'd the came of agricul¬ 
turists a7;d anotlu r gimth'n»a?i, thfuigh pleading the eans(* rj agrieultnrist, 
has been hand in glfjve with the millowners also. 

An Honourable Member : T do not own a single share in the sugar 
factory. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : But T know that yon are also an indus¬ 
trialist. .Sir, it pained me very much when T found that there was no 
attempt by the Government to bring any relief and to ameliorate the 
distressed condition of the agriculturists. T1 lias been no attempt 




TH® COTTON TEXTILE INDUSTR\r PROTECTION (AMENDMENT) BILL. 1069 

to give them any relief in their present dire distress. I think that we, 
the representatives of the people, should stay our hands and take up the 
question of agricultural distress before the distress, if any, of the 
Bombay milJowners. An economist friend of mine handed over to me 
a book for my study a few days ago and I recommend that a copy of this 
book may be k(‘i)t in the Library of the Iloust* and I also suggest that 
the Honourable Memlx^r for Commerce should have a coi)y of this book, 
for he will find very valuable material therein. The book is entitled 
Indian Tariff Problem in relation to Industry and Taxation ” by 
Dr. Dey. I was presented with this co])y. When T went through this 
book, I found that tlu^ h(*lp which the niillowners of Tiombay ask us to 
give them is not warranted at all. With your permission, I shall read 
a few extracts from the book. On juige 112, we find as follows : 

“If the millowners of Dombay had followed a cautious poli<v of rlividciid distribu¬ 
tion and built up a stable reserve fund, they <*ould have continued to give a reasonable 
dividcinl to the shareholders arid at the same time succeeded in niaintainiiig a strong 
financial position.” 

Sir, inst<*ad (d* doing that, they gMve divide.nd at such a high per- 
eentage wlu’cli will stagger, 1 do not say. humanity, but which will 
stagger every ^lenilMU* it) this House. The percentage of dividend that 
has been givcm will he found in the same hook in a foot-note on page 113 
which runs thus ; 

“ The ('xtr.'ivagant finaricial management of the Peunbay mills will l.»c aT>p’)rent 
from tljc following jn.<t:iiice. In twv* mill.s ])ai‘i dividejnl'* of over L’oO per cent ” 

An Honourable Member : Name them. 

Mr. President Cpiu* Honourable sir Sb.nnmukham Clietty) : Order, 
order. Tile Honourable M<*mb(‘r will rosutm* bis <peceii Luncli. 

Assfuiiblv then adjourned for Lunch till Half Past Two of the 

rio(*k. 


Tlie Assembly ro-assenibled after Liineli at Half Ib'ist Two of tlie 
Clock, lyir. President (Tlie lIoiK.urable Sir ShaiiTiiukliani dietty' in tlic 
Chair, 


Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : Sir, I was speaking about 1h» dividends that 
are Ixung cartied by the Hombay mi!lowners. The extravagant riuatH'ial 
management of the Lombay milN will be apparent from tlie following 
instaiKM's. In ltl20, two mills ])aitl divivlends of over 200 per cent., 14 
mills paid lOt) [)cr cent, and more, and 20 mills 40 per cent, and more. 
Sir. my Honourable friend, .Mr. iMody. whom 1 do j.oT .sm* here uoav, 'er.nted 
authority for tiiis. He will find this in the Report of the Tariff Board, 
Volume I, ])age Sll. ^Ir. A. S. Pear^i iustancos an extreme ease where the 
shareliolders wciv not .salisficil with a 400 per cent, dividend, but expte^ed 
a bOO per cent. one. Tliis statement will be found in tbe book n^nuod 
“ Cotton Tndnstry of India ” at page 65. Sir, the Tariff Board did indeed 
realise tliat the distribution of high dividends in tlie boom period was 
among the most important factors fliat had weakened the financial pf sition 
of the Bombay mills. Nevertheless tliey went out of their way to justify 
the action of the millowners. Sir, in this connection T may relate in this 
House an liistorieal fact which is probably known to ever>’’ student of 
history as to what hapi)cn'ed during the Swadeshi days in Bcnga.i. That 
L23r)LAD r2 
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unhappy proviiioe of Bon»»al has always been in the forefront of every 
nationalist movement and it has boon its lot to suffer for the same. Taking 
advantage of tire sentiment of patriotism that pervaded from one end of 
the province to the other, the Bombay millownors raised the prices of 
Swadeshi cloths to siicli an extent that they earned a dividend of 1('‘0 per 
cent, and even l!(K) ])er cent, at that time. This is a historical fact, and 
I think no one in this House will dispute the correctness of my allegation. 
That also .shows the i^atriotism which inspires these Bombay cotton mill- 
owners. Sir, here they have been asking for ])rotection for a handi’nl of 
shareholders forgetting the interests of the teeming millions of the people 
from whose poek(‘ts the money Avill come. s])ecially in this time of agricul- 
turni (listJ'ess. I iiord hnnlly say tjjat So j)er ('cnt. of the i>opiiIation of 
India directly or indireetly Hvos iijxm the products of agric'ulturf. In 
Bengal, paddy was heijig sold formerly at the rate of Its. *1 p(‘r Tuaund, 
and what is the jiriet' ot* paddy at tlie present moment '! Only IN. 1-4-0 
and. even for that, you liardly get any purchasers. 

An Honourable Member : In some areas it is 12 annas i>er mauud. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : Yes. I read in tin' papers that in some places 
tlie . :*ic‘(‘s wi're like llial. Sir, you will exeu<e im‘ if 1 place before the 
House wliat the pool* iigrienlturists get hy (MiltivatiiiLi* isayi 20 hitihas of 
land which is about six or sown aer(‘s. For tlie^* 20 biirbas. be bas im ]>ay 
a rent of at least 2o or 00 rupee's, be has i<» purchase oil eak(s for his e.nile 
and manure for his Held and this would cost him at least Its. ^^0 to K>. 100 
a year. I know intimately the eondition of rural Bengal and. tluM’efnre, 
I am giving all tlie.s(‘ details. A poor eulti\at.nr's family generally (onsists 
of liusbaiid and wife, an ag(*d mother and two ehildron, and if he h.is to 
grov. paddy (Ui these 20 highas oi land whieh, in the av<M’age, yields 5 
maunds per biglia. that means In* £r<‘ts only 10(1 maund> of i»addy. lie 
himself labours in the tiel(i>, his wife laixmrs in oth<*r hous(N and eatenes 
fish from tanks and his small boy probably tends the cattle and carries liis 
tiffin to the fh'lds. All these people liave to worl; and. in spite of this, he 
doe.> not get eviai half a si^T of riee r?ir oaeli of the liead.s in Ids family, 
because lie has to .sjxMid more tiian Rs. 100 for his r(*nt and eaiile and 
iiiin.iire. ('te. B(*sides that, he has to })urehase eloth and other things. 
Thes«* 10() maunds of pa<idy will not sell for mon* than lis. 12o and he 
caii.ioi .sell the whole of tiic yields of bis field, for tli(‘ eonsumption of bis 
own family will ]>e about (>(1 or 70 maands, and lie can li.ardly meet iii.s 
other exijcn.ses with tlie 30 or 40 maunds that remain ? And so aetiially 
he goes starving. 1 am not drawing this from imagination, but anybody, 
wijo cares to go with me to any village in Bengal, will lx* convinced of the 
tnitli of niy staPunent that they do not get a full meal ev(*ry dtiy. If that 
be the condition of the villagcr.s, it is up to any (lovernment. and, more so, 
to a civili.stjd Government, to see how this agricultural di.stre.ss can be 
removed, lias a little finger been raised uj) till noM' ? This llou.st* may 
reni(unb(T tlie fate* of jriy licsolution about three years back wlien we w(»r(? 
assured hy Government that th(\v got reports from the Provincial Govern- 
mont.s, and what more could they do f Yes, >'ou cannot do anything for 
these teeming millioiLS of the country, becau.se you are well fed, well 
clothed, and you have your dinners and lunches and banquets at tlie Cecil 
Hotel. You cannot think of these poor agriculturists, but a time will come 
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when, if these poor a^rrieultiiral people are wiped out,—^and T say this in 
the interest of (»very Mc'niher of this House,—you will find that you also 
will have to go without food. The same thing may happen which has 
happened in France, and in Russia. For what is at the root of the revolu¬ 
tions in those countries ? It is the distress of the ])oor people. But if 
you really want to improve the condition of the country, your activities 
should not 1)(* directed towards the amelioration of the condition of these 
millowncrs, hut of the ill-paid labourers of the soil, and that ought to be 
the primary concern and duty of every civilised Government. Jn this 
connection, T may also point out to one cottage industry which the Honour¬ 
able the Commerce Member will be pleased to take note oL I am told— 
and I think the Honourable the (’ommerce Member will not deny—that 
there has been some recommendation in the Tariff Board Report about the 
prosorvatioji of the hosiery industry ; and, up till now, not a little finger 
has been raised in order to preserve this cottage indastry : wdien we have 
got a nationalist patriot as Commerce I\Iemb‘er. I expect that he will do 
all that, lies in his powc]- in or<]er to j)rote<ft this notta^e industry, I mean 
jjosiery. Far more iiiip(»rlaTit than this is my irietuVfi “ Khaddar I 
am not cnamouix*d of tin* word “ Khaddar ” : in my j)rovincc that word 
was not \iscd fonncrly. Itut, be that as it may, this c(»arse cloth, haiid- 
s\)uu and l\audwn\a‘n, which wraps the ImkIv of the poor agricultural 
lahoiircr. needs more jjroleetion than tlie fine cloth which many of my 
Ihmonrahle l'!'i»‘iids here uear ; and I w(»!ild liave ])(‘(‘n the first man to 
support tliis Bill and to give the cotton millowncrs of Bombay ])r()t(?ction 
even at a sac-ritiee if I jiad luiovvn that t!:?y are agreed to I>rotect our 

cottage industries. 

Mr. H. P. Mody : Wt* are. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : My Honourable friend says “ We are ” ; but 
Die ri'poi't whieli was read to tis by my llouonral)le friend. Mr. Gaya 
Prusad Singh, the other tlay. leads me to believe that probably it is other¬ 
wise, niiiess by this time be lias elianged colour. I>(‘ that as it may, 1 appeal 
to tile (iovernmenl tliiit tiiey should first devise mciuis to give relief to the 
agricultural population. Next, in their list, ought to come relief for these 
cottage industries, especially hosier\, ahuui which, 1 think, the Tariff 
Board reeomniends and wliich I tliiiik tiie Honourable the Commerce 
Meinbt'r will admit. But why i.s the Re|)ort of the Tariff Board not being 
published ■' Is it to ke<‘p us in th(‘ dark a))out their recommendation f 
It W(*re better if the (loverninent had taken courage in h(>ili hands and 
come bef(»re this House ami first legislated for the protection of these 
cottage imlu.stries and afterwards intrcKliiccd this Bill. But if the Govern¬ 
ment think that, by helping a few cotton millowiiers, their position will be 
more secure than by helping the masses (d* the ]HK>rer people, 1 have no 
quarrel with them ; but 1 will only invite them to read the lessons of 
history, wlietlier in any country tlte bourgeois poi)ulaliou lias i‘vt*r be?n 
able to keep up the administration against the oiislaught-s of the proletariat. 
If you want to save the country where such ideas are not at all favoured, 

I mean the Soviet ideals, you ought U) first of all try and give the people a 
full meal a day, ami also cloth to wrap their bodies both in winter and 
during rain. If you do this, you secure this country from the invasion of 
those outlandish ideas of Kaj-1 Marx and other jirophete of Europe. If 
you want to' keep away communism, if you want to make the administra¬ 
tion safe, that is the only way in which you can do it. If 3 "ou shut your 
eyes to tliese things, I think you are not doing your duty towards this great 
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country, bvvmisv this country has never fuvonred those outhindish ideas 
of communism and sovietism. Jhit, (juite in (iesj)eration, thest* peo]»Je may 
be driven to accept these ideas, and then the lh>mhay millowners will not 
be able to help you. I am not uttering any idle threat. It is in the very 
interests oi* Uoveriinieiit and of every one of ns li(Te that I do say that you 
should relie\e the distressed airriculturist.s. tliat you should see that they 
have at least lu-oper food and cloth, and then you can give as many luxuries 
as you can to the cotton magnates of liombay and elsewhere ; but 1 vould 
appeal also t(^ tlio eotton magnates of Uombay, through you. Sir, to be a 
little more economical than they have been in tlu* past. They liave not 
been running their business in the most economical way possible, and, in 
sUi)port of my stateimoit, I can <lo no betl(*r than again nd'cT to the liook 
to wliich I ret erred before. Tin* managing ag(‘ncy system about which my 
friend Hr. Tiiani])an :'])ok(‘ is one cd' the weaknesses. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi ‘Nominaled Non-01Vu*iar» : ll has iroue out of 
Bombay, but it still exists in Ahnie«labail. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : It lias been said tha; the inanoL*’ing agency 
system is a family business : 

“ Jii some iiisiioirrs ia lauiil .’jv 1‘iit in ni’;irl\ ;<li ■ nstniwfs ;it .Mine'«!;tt>;cl, the 
menjbership or p at tin- mai.an.ny .'itj^anev i*, liniitr*! T(t the nM-ir.U.Ts at the 

family or at t)es1 to a narrow ('iirle (O' {’rii-nds an.l n-lativcs, wliil.- suMa-^^dan t<» the 
vacant places is (ictornihuHl by hcreditN. Tin- institution has, tlnurfijr, all the di-fectn 
of ;i l <ioditary system.'' 

It will be w’ell for mo if 1 place befoi** this llonse, without further 
speMking on IlHeo' m‘ilo*rs (“ liere. }i**ai'*’ from the <b);ernnient 
lJenelo‘si- 1 lliiok. if you will patiently bsten to, yon will tind sorindhiug 
Very cogemt. 

Mr. President ^Tii* Ibnie.n: aide sb* sln'Miiiinkhaui Cheityi : The 
I!o»io:n-a])!e r^)emb,>?* will /cMress the ('hair. 

Mr. Amar Nath .Dittt : V‘*s, sir Through you. Sir. I addr. ss those 
Benc]i(‘-.. A si.;'\t;, of life < jeveloj iiienl of (he c(»tton mill industry of 
India from the miknih* of lb** IPIli eentury down to the present tinn* and 
an examination of its conditions iii i*fcent years ptn'nl to <o‘rlain !)rf)ad 
conclusions which juay he summari.sed as Pdlows : 

“ (a) That tlirongJiout fh'* wlndc rnnr.wc of its history, tin* industry has rc;;;i.stcre<i 
Btcady, continuous and, .sotnctiiiK's, oven in.irkcd, j»rogn-.ss. 

(!/) That uj» to ItiL’l the import duty, (utlmr alto^otlmr non ixistrnt or 

very ii(»minal, ])lay(*(! little jiart in promoting that dovc*lo]uncnt. 

(c) That both the spinning and the weaving bram-le-s of the indnstr/ luul been 
able to eajdiire a substantial and increasing sh.'ire of the honi'* marked Imfore obtaining 
the difftrential advantage under the tarifTs of 1I»U1-‘JL* .and Jlh'JO :n. 

) That the steady expansion of rnitpiit and tlie pnslominant position in the home 
market continued during the general trade depression that had s*'t in in lOl’L! and 
that the coinjjarative data regarding output ;ind imports in recent years do m.t show 
in any way that^ th<* ]>r<»greHH of Pie Indian industry was being h:nnp'*rrd by any 
unusually severe foreign competition. 

(e) That considering the severe world-wddc and ymdonged nature of the depres¬ 
sion ill trade and indu.stry, the finaneial condition of the eflieiontly managed mills has 
been fairly good in recent xu-ars and hardlv called for HUpiairt at the exiiense of the tax¬ 
payers. 

(f) That the critical financial cojidition of a great niniiy of tho Bombay mills 

and t'omc of the upcouiitry mills is due to incompetence " 
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—-here I would draw the attention, throus^h j'ou, Sir, of mv friend, 
Mr. Mody, to this — 

liiaf tiji* fiiKiJic-ia] condition of a ^jreat luany of the Bombay millfl and eome 

of the iijM'Ounlry inill.s is diit* to incoinpctcncc, inflation of capital, extravaji^ant dividend 
paynieiif, grave labour unrest 

—an(J licre I wonJd draw the attention, through you, Sir, of my friend 
IMr. doslii,-- 

ineljfstic wage rates ”, 

— whieh. I think, niy friend, ^Ir. Jos^hi, will not approve,— 

"and serious, ami souietiuies fatal, defeet.-* in lije i/j>titutioJi of managing agency, 
wli'udi practit-allv controls the cotton industry in P.ombay and (■l‘'' \vli-'if'. 

(//' That the liiiaiiidal dinii-ulties of fin* u- ikrr : rid ! iatively ite-fli- ient min'-’ 
are dm* in a gr.*at jim*; sure te the e\i>.t,.ii4.(. (,f . n ro;*' grriwiiig -'fUMpf titioj; \vi‘l,in the 

<*ountr\, and mut-h )i*ss to th** severity of f(.rei;jii r(ioij»etiti(m. 

(// : I’he liigli revemn* tarilT of has already enabh*d the millowners of 

India to levy a eftiisiderablc trihutr from tie' <(*nsunie)s r.f cotton cloth in the 
eoaiM l y. ’ ’ 

Sir. Tiiy friend. Mr. ^le.dy, pnd pt^ople of kind liave already laken 
a e-Jiisiderabb* iril)nt(* fndn the consnintTs of cotton cloth in <»nr cn.'ntry : 

” We saw that th<' (M»vernpe*nt of Ii'dia hy rin* ciCton e.'.cisf duty 

in had sacriliced an appra*<'iabh* amount of leg-timate revcjoie in ord**’- tn »*jiable 

the eo'ton inaiiufacturcrs to still further iie-rease tlieir gains at th** ru'’t ef tlu* general 
taxjiayets, ’' 

'file Htoiottrahlc the Finance ^liiiisicj*. wlioin 1 do not see ii,.r > now, 
will plcii.se tiike note of this fact that whenev*‘r he has u defieit I>udget, he 
ciiii idwiiys see tiliil tills is oiu‘ the CDiitrihiitorv cijiises since ’.he year 
llf-o fif a delicit iJndgel, hccausc this country ]iii> siihniittt*vl it.v'lf to aildi- 
tioiiiil tiiXiilioii, to lowering of the assessable limit of incomc-ttixes, and 
imposition of surclnarges which, wc iirc assured, 'will not Iasi iifter Al.indi, 
Ifldd,—the higher jiostiige rau* ;jml nmny otlnn’ tilings the Finance ^Member 
liatl to imjjose wliich the ('oniitry was iiardly able to hear : 

” 'I’he analysis of the linaneial eoiidition of a large mmil er (*f mills in the ])('riod 
iai:0 L's will show tliat a eoM.':id«*rable group <»1’ w«‘ll-manag»*d mills upcouiitry and a 
soniewliat sm:i!h*r group in B(U!ib;iv wer.* :i!d«*, in spiti* of the prevailing eoielitioii.s of 
gejural dej>ressi<in. to pay rea.sonabU* dividends to their sljareholdi r.s. " 

ll(*re 1 would ask, through yon. Sir. my friend. Mr. Mody, to take 
note of this, that a considerable group of 'well managed mills upeountrA^ 
and a somewhat mailer gr{'U]> in Ilomhay A\ere able, in spite of ilie ];re- 
vtiiling conditions of general ilepressioii, to pay reasonable dividends to 
their shareholders: 

“ On the idlnr hand, our examination of tlie pre.*>»*nl ecm-litiDU of the cotton mill 
industry as a wlnde in Bombay enabled us t(» sei* thm tiie tinaueial er ^is of a large 
nu/nln'i of mills there wa> due to grave det\*ets in organi/.c.tioii. liuam ial mismaiuigc- 
m-iit.” 

—1 again throngb you. Sir, retpiest Mr. Mody to take note of this— 

” gT.iv(* (lefeets in orgaui/atioii, tiiuiiieial mismanagement and distur]»od industrial 
relations, lemling to higher costs of prodnethm, on account of which Bombay mills were 
increasingly unable to hoUl their own again**t the sevcie and growing eumpexition of 
upeiiuntry mills.” 

8o, Sir, it is the conij)etition between the upcoiintry mills and Bombay 
mills that has to be taken into account here : 

” These faet.s wouhl make it clear that, if the Bombay mill owners ha-l thoroughly 
rc-organ«zed amt reconditioned the industry as a whole so as to bring it up to the level 
of the most elllcient units in Bombay as well as upcountry, they would not nave roquired 
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the artilicial assistance from the general consuming public over and above what had 
been already secured to them by the high revenue tariff. The Government of India, 
thoroughly cognisant of these basic facts, rightly refused the aid of the protective 
tariff to the cotton industry for throe years, 1927'1930. But partly due to the persistent 
and vigorous propaganda carried on by the Bombay Millowners^ Association — 

—we have ample evidence here— t 

** partly on account of the bad state of their own finances, and partly also with a desire 
to rallr the business community to the support of Government in a period of grave 
politicsil unrest, they had at last to enact the Cotton Industry (Protection) Act of 
1930. 

8ir, this is nothing but coercion, that has been practised by ihc 
Bombay millowners upon a weak and effeminate Government. In fact, Sir, 
if 1 had charge of any of the portfolios, 1 would have refused to be dictated 
by the Bombay millowners. 

An Honourable Member ; Thank God, you are not in charge oi any 
of the portfolios. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : But 1 may be one day. (Laughter.) 

“ Under these circumstances, naturally, very scanty consideration was given either 
to the merits of the case or to the interests of tlie eonsuniers, on whom a considerable 
burden of taxation wa.s placed under that Act. ’ * 

Here I ask my friend, the Commerce ]VIember, to take note of this 
that the interests of the eoiisiiiners in this matter,—and tlie eonsuniers 
iminber about 400 millions of people,—the interests of the consumtTs 
ought to have been the jn'iniary concern of the Government than the 
interests of half a dozen Bombay millowners. 

Sir, 1 think 1 have said all 1 need say in tJiis matter and if 1 Jiave 
taken a little longer time in saying what was uppermost in my uiiml, 
viz., that the IJonourable the Commerce Member shouUl kindly s(*e that 
the pu(»r agriculturists do not suffer, and th(*ir distressed eondition is 
ameiioratecl before lie comes uj) with a J5ill like this. Of course, 1 know 
that the life of this Bill is only till March, 1934. But, Sir, in tJie 
^ ^ meantime, the hosiery industry is going to be kille^i. 

Let my Honourable friend take U{) this matter with the 
same alacrity as he does in the case of the Bombay millowners. An Honour¬ 
able Member here suggests aluminium industry also. J beg to submit, 
in general, cottage industry, and my Honourable friend’s “ Khadi or 
‘‘ Kluuldar ”—these t^vo things should be given relief by the (’ommoree 
Member befoi*e he ean think of giving relief to the millowners of Bombay. 

I have no olijc^ction to the millowners getting relief. Instead of getting 
a fev/ ciore.s, let them get a liundred erores : I do not mind. But I appeal 
to the Comnioree i\Iember and to the Members of the GoviTiiment genoi-ally 
that it is imperative that they should take note of the distressed condition 
of the masses of the country and give relief to them before wasting their 
time on such small matters like this which would not bring relief to tlie 
people of this country. I appeal with all the earnestness at ray command, 
and sincerity, as my Honourable friend says, that they should take steps 
to give some relief to the taxpayers of India by a reduction of incomi*-tax, 
by lowering the postage rates, and by making a remission of rent or land 
rcvernie, whatever it is, before they think of giving relief to the millowners 
of Bombay. With these* words, 1 resume my seat. 

Some Honourable Members : Let the question be now put. 
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Ifc. President (The Honourable Sir Shanmukham Chetty) : The 
question is : 

“ That the question be now put.** 

Tlie motion was adopted. 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Shore : The debate has been so dis- 
cursive tliat I am afraid I shall find it somewhat dilYicult to prevent my 
reply from heliifr jUso discursive in symiiatliy with it. 

-My IJononralile and dinnocratie friend, Mr. B. Das, was a little more 
difTieiilt to follow than usual in this matter. I could not understand 
wliether his best fri(‘nds were the iiiillowners, or labiuir. or those hnrijam 
amonp whom In* works when he is in his eotta^rt* in Orissa and when he is 
not in London or on the floor of this House diseharjjrin*^ his public duties. 
(Laujrhier.) He blew Itot and cold and lukewarm, all in tlie same breath. 
At one moment he Avas hreathiiif? fire and slan^diter aprainst Japan ; in the 
next, he was sliiveriiifr Avith frip'ht at the j>os>ihility of retallarion. 
('Laiij.rhtt r.) At one moment he char^»-.*(l me Avith hfin;/ in tlie ])oeki*t of 
my Honourable fi*i(‘nd, l\Ir. ]\Iody, and ai tlie next he complained that I 
(lid not yield to the demands of. 1 think In* called tliem. tlie fricuuls of the 
Bombay capitalists, and jmbli.sh tin* Tr-rilf Board's Report. Sir, his in- 
consist(*ncies do not end there. My Hononrabli* friend charged us Avith 
bavin" destroyed the hand loom industry. When I cast my glance across 
tie’ floor of the House, Avhat do I see ‘? 1 see this champion of the hand loom 

industry clad in tlie products of tlie mills aaIucIi he Avas so fiercely /le- 
iiouiieiii". fLaughter.) ]\Iy Honourabh* iUid truly domoerati<t friend 
claimed to lu* the representativt* of a eonstitueiiey Avhieh eoinprised. 1 think 
he* tirst said, ' 11)0 niillion.s—oin* million for each day of t’lie year—but ho 
went on to say that it Avas iiot Aoeiferoiis. Not vociferous ! 
And my Ilomnirable friend, tlie represent at h’e of that constituency in 
tlii.*' llou^e ! !b* does hiiii.self less than jn.stiee. But, Sir, I Avonid ask 

niy Honourable friend Avlietlo'i* lie (.r any one elsi* in this House .sei’ioiisly 
eonteiids or thinks that, tin* reimnal of these textile duties Avould help the 
hand loom AvcaA^er ? IIoAvever, 1 will not continue AAuth my Honourable 
friend, IMi. B. Das, because I liave knoAvn him for many year> and 1 knoAA* 
that his hark is far Avorse than hi.s bite. 

Mr. B. Das : The removal of the protective duty on cotton yarn 
will help the hand loom industry. 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : As far as ] fdloAved the trend of 
the debate, tln'i'i* s(*em to me to he thriM* important <jnestioiis A\diieh demand 
comment from me. Tlie tii-st of the.'-c is. I think, the demand for tl.e 
publication of tlie Tarilf Board’s Repert. I must express some surprise 
thai the ]>ositiou of the (lovernment has been so misunderstood in this 
inatti'r. 1 ought: to say tliat in not publishing tlie report Ave an* merely 
folloAving onr normal jiracdieo and ]>i*oe(*dure. Except in one case to 
Avhich 1 shall refer, we have alAA’ays Avithheld a. Tarilf BcAanl Re])oit until 
W(* have h(‘(‘n in a position to publish t>nr considered conclusions on the 
Ke])ort. Either the piihlieation of the Report h{i>; been simultaneous Avitli 
the pidiiieal'ion of a Re.solutjon gi\dng the eoneliisions of the GoAvrnmfnt 
on the Retiort, or the publication has jireecded by a fcAV days only the 
actual introduction of legislation into this lloAise. The one case to which 
I referred is the case of the Sugar Report, But that even is not an excep- 
tSon, because, in that particular case, we actually imposed the duties recom¬ 
mended by the Report as a revenue measure long before the report AA^as 
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piibJisheti. 1, tluM-etore, submit that in this instaiK*e \ve are merely 
following our invariable i^ractiee and procedure, a practice and procedure 
wljicl» 1 submit is founded on very good and souml reasons. The onus, 

I submit, is upon those who contend that there should be a dej)arture ironi 
thi'^ sojind and well establislied practice ; the onus is in)on tlirm advance 
sound and sufficient reasons for such departure. The llous(‘ will, 1 hoj>e, 
bear with me Avhen I say tliat not a sinirle ^Member oT this House has put 
fovwarii any strong reasons why that ]»ractice should be departed from, 
j would, howt'ver, like to say that in this matt(‘r (.Toveriiineiit art* not ijide- 
boiiiid. Jf good and snflieieTit reasons are sliown why th(‘y should dejiai’t 
from tliis ])raetice. if they are convinced tliat in this ])artieular ea -.e there 
ai*'* sp<‘ri;)i reasons wliy tliey should n«>t adher** to that pr;irti('e. Hov* • uuu'UT 
will '.f'ltainly !-<‘-examiiie tloii* p-ati<*n. Hut. Sir. 1 think tie li'no may 
]H‘]{(V'tly ]f*gilimateJy take no ;!;is position. It m:«y s.iy. " Von av' now 
eomimr bf'foia* this House and ast.irg U' to extend fer a ('(‘w months the 
appliratio?: of tie* de of leano. <. ]s it fair’ to evpect us .o "ome 

to a oiuiclusion wiilioui o\.‘*' in'b<'eti»'i ■ iis wlaM th** roeounneUfla^ion of 
the Ta'llV livund is in r«‘spr.-i nT navduidar mailer *’ 'fhat. \ think, 
is a ]>err(-. t]y legiiimalv' po'-itiou t-* talo*. And if it will help ami assist 
,M<*mI»erN in (•om:»nj‘ • •: :rhision. I have no objectioii to 

tolling them that tin* Tariff l>(*ard has re<'Oinnien(led tiie eontinuanee of tie* 
priiK'iple of proTeetion in this ease, ((‘heej-s. i 

?\(m. Sir, the seeond ]»oiut to wind'll I ^fiould like to refer lias 
reference to the claims which have bt‘en advani‘»*d on behalf o|’ labour for 
ecpiai ('oi.sidevation. ^ly Honourable frie*nd, .Mia doshi, like ()li\ei“ 'fwist 
is aiway*' a'-kiug for moi'e. but I should have lik‘*d 1'* have heaial fnun 
hi> r.’ps <<»me a(*kiiowl(*dgmcnt of the stream of beiiefieeut }::i»our legislation 
wid'-l: ;■ proceedinv fian;} th" 1 >"pMr!!n*-nf <'f my Ilonniirable eoiloairue. 
Sir Fi'ani: Xoyee. 1 do feel tlia-l it is wliojly unfaii* to say that th" ( laiiiis 
<d lahoui lia\'" not b-‘(*n reeciviiig ui'om’rous eoiisideraiion ]’*!;♦ I w.i-dd 
]ik^* to say tliis, that Hovernmenr do expe-'t wliolehearted co opeiation from 
emph-yci's of labour in seeing that tlieiv intentions in regard ti> labour are 
carried f)nt in pi'aetice. Particularly do they expeet this frmn those indus¬ 
tries vliM'h are r(*.*eiving jirote'-i ion from the Slat" and I would ask ’t ern 
to bear this point partieul.-irly in mind. ’I’li** third point to ’.\!ii.'h I i-tw 
r' . 'i’ i aii old p(n*nt. ri.:.. the ease of the consumer I il-' i.ot want to 
wciiiy ih ’ House at stage of the (i<*liate will) an array “f faets and 

figi'.:**-. l)nt I v.'oiild lil;e fo rena ^■e. if \ pos-ibly eoold. all lioiiosj a;;f>r-*- 
h‘ !;s!o;?s wliich mav arise from the level of our (‘xistiiig duties. I waotld 
like to tak^* just one (tr twe* ius;taio'e> and try and satisfy tin* House that 
11ie>e (‘idiaricemeuts of duty have really not resulted in tlic imposition of 
any scij.'.;;- burden ui»o») the consuin'T. Let m** take one or two Ixpieal 
Jims o!’ .Japanese* impf’rts into liombay and eomparc llic prices i;i April 
.ipril and Jtdy 1933. The first in.stance T lake* is tlial of grey 

shii’liuir. No. bir)!. which is a standard line. A pii‘ce of 3S yards eo-;; in 
Atiril lfl.31 liS. 7-14-0, in April 1932 the tiricc was Rs. 7-13-7 and in July 
1939, it stood at Rs. 7-4-0. Take ajiothcr instanec, white shirting. No. 800. 
A piece of 42 yards cost in April 1931 lis. 11-14-6, in April 1932 Rs. 11-9-7 
and in July 1933 Rs. 10-11-0. But 1 think in fairness to tlie TTouse T should 
also give the prices of certain standard eomnuKlitics over tlie same period. 
I iiave had thes(* ])rices caleulat^'d in terms of percentages, taking the prieefl 
of April 1931 as a has^' line and fixing those at 100. In the ease of the' 
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grey sliii*ting I havo r;*lVrml tf>. 5151, in April If;!.']! the figure was 100. 
Jrj Ai)ril 19.'>2 it iia<l lallen to 99.7 and in June 19.3J (I take June, beeause 
tl:(‘ A\ }iol<*sal(* prices in ('alcutta arc only available up to the end of fhnie) 
it was ill. 5. Whit<‘ shirting, 800, to which I have referred, wa»s 100 in 
April 19*11, it was 97.4 In April 19.32 and in June 19.33 it was 87.t3. Let 
H»c turn to raw col ton. Haw cotton was 100 in April 1931, in April 1932^ 
it had risen to 107.2 and in June 19.33 it was 104.8. Cereals in 7\pril 
19:n -100, in A]u*il 1932, H.3.5 and in June 1933, 87.3. Pulses 100 in Ai)ril 
1931, in April 1932, and 101.2 in Jamiar>' 1933. 

Mr. K, P. Thampan : What about the price .J' paddy ' 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Shore : I have taken thr* average of all 
ee'S'aC Mid ! refer to the wh<J(*side ]irie(‘s in CaJeutta. 1 ho})e, Sir, that 
ilie Ileii't will derive some reassurance from the (igiin*s tliat I have gi\er. 
aiid fl: i1 tliey wiO not he .stam|»(‘(h‘d hy vague and alarming generalisations. 
I lied ))(■'! that 1 v/oiild have ha/1 t!ie entire enmoirreffcc of the Jldise 
in the pjoeediirf \vhi<'h we are adopting ijj this Hill. I had }ioj)ed that 
Il(»iH)‘irahle Memhrrs would realise that it w?e: iioi oidy wis(\ but necessary 
f( r • 1 '' to mark time until we w(‘r/‘ in a \)osili(m to know tin- eliaraeter and 
slT'Mgth, of Hi*' f(.rees whieli w<‘ luid In de;;l wit\>. It is Tin iisc disguisiiig 
t!ie r-,f>r iliat e<iiitjiUition f‘r/mi Janati is by far the most iirijKjrtaiit factor 
thal we must take into aeeonnt in *-oii id“nng the ]»rohh‘iu of the protection 
ol' ih'* e(tttoii textih' indu.stry. 'fhe negotiations lud'oTa* us might have 
a prfJ'nimd effpct n|MiTi that factor and surely. Sir. it is only common sense 
f(tr O' to hold our hand until th»* i.nslliou i'- elaritied and until know 
the < sri'i nature (»f the **merg(*uev that we have to pt'nvide against. Sir, 
the.'e is mulling more tliat I should like to say. I had hoped that as 
sii'.rv' "ted hy my lloiioiirahle friend, Mr. witli (I'i-m- devtdopmenls 

fa-, ij'g U" ve w«Mild einse u)) OUT muks. we would set a.sid-- oiiT* dittVreuces 
and we would for oir*e at any rate ahandmi tlsat. tradition of disunion TO 
whi-'!; ■■ '^eejii tn eliiig so teiiaeiousiy. T will not ahaiidon tliat hope iintil 

yon Si*- ha\*' put tin* pneJion to the House. 

Mr President 'The Honourah’e Sir Shanmukliam (’Iielty:. : 3"he 

/jii«“iieii iv : 

“'i'liii Hir P.iil nirilxT t" aniru-l tf.r /’ntton !ihliistr\ i Prot^ ct. 

intci iiiTi. ” 

"t'li ■ inoti(Mi wa.> ad(n^*cd. 

2, ('lau^« 1. ihe* Idth* . ; >■ h” Pr'-ainhle w-na .■nlde»l to the Hill. 

The Honourable Sir Joseph .?hore : sir. 1 ime. e th;:t the Hill l e 

la-'O-ed. 

3'he motion was ado])te«i. 

331K l.XDIAN STATES ( PIJ. tTECTK h\ » PdLI.. 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig (iiomo Member) ; Sir, T rise to 
move : 

“ That the Hill to ]»roterf the .Ailnilnistr.Mlioiis of St^^^^■s Iti laili;) whir'i are !)ji(1(T 
the saiciainty of Ilis .'la.jesty from .artiv-tii - wliioli tiMot to sut»vert. or to exrite JiH- 
nffeetioa towants, or to interfere with Hueli Adiuiiiist rat ions, be referred to a Select 
CorniMlttee ('onsi.;ting of Mr. H. Sitar;n:i:!r.M.in, T?no H.'ih.'iflnr B. L. Pafil, ^tr. Pppi 
Saheb Hfilirnlur, Mr. Knnga Iyer, Mr. S. 0. .log, Sardar H.'irbans Singh, Mr. B. 1\. Puri, 
Rao IbihaduT M. C\ B.a.i:'h. (^udain Shor Mnl»;\niTnail Kliaii, Mr. F. P. .Tamos, Mr. B. J. 
Blaney, Sardar Nilial Singh, Rai Bahadur S. (\ Miikherjoc and the Mover, aJid that the 
number of nnuubers wlmse prosemv shall be neress-iry to oonstituto a m.eotihg of the 
Connriittoc sliall hi* ll^c. ” 
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Mr. D. K. Lahiri Cliaudhury (Bengal .* Landholders) : Sir, 1 rise to 
a point ol' order on two grounds. In the first place, the Bill is drafted 
to protect the Administrations of States in India which are under tlie 
.suzerainty of His Majesty fron; activities which tend to subvert, or to 
excite disaffection towards, or to interfere with such Administrations. 
My submission on this point is that this Legislature is not empowered 
by the Government of India Act to pass any legislation to this (*llect, 
because this Bill is drafted to protect the administration of Indian 
States which are outside British India. Section 65 of the Government 
of India Act says : 

The Indian legishiture has power to make laws for all persons, for all courts, and 
for all places and things, within British India. 

But this legislation is i:oiiig to be enacted for the protection d 
Administrations whieli an* beyond Bi'itish I}i(lia. In tlic st‘cond plaee. 
jiaiise 2 of the Bill snys that the jnrisiiiction of India is not only eon fined 
to British India, hut fluit the won] India <lenotes British India, 
Vogelhcr with the territories of aoy Indian Prince or Chi«‘f under ihc 
suzerainty of the Queen exercised through the Governor Oen'Tal <'f 
India or through any Governor or other ofheer subordinate to the 
Governor General of India Therefore, I think that this measure, if 
passed, will be i/Z/ru rirts of tiii.-. Legislature on tin* ground that its 
jurisdiction is not only confined to India, hut extends to parts whieh are 
beyond British India. Those are my points of order. Sir. 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : Sir, I think tlie answer m my 
flonourable frien I’s point (*1' order is a very siin]de one. II(‘ has. I 
think, been misletl by tlio words in the preamble to tin* Bill which stale 
the object of the Bill, namedy, to protect the .Administrations of ll;e 
Indian Stat(‘s, but tln^ law wldeli is to ia* amemb'd ami the action whieh 
is to l)e taken is tlie law oi Btitish India and action witliin Britisli India. 
It is not proposed by this legislathin to lake any I'owers whieh can he 
exercised outside Brilisl* India. 1 wotdd lilcf to call your attentin]i. if 
1 may, to a somewhat j)arallel s(*erion whieh is alr«*ady in existence, 
namely, section 125 of thr* Indian Penal Bode, whicdi ])enalises the 
waging of war against the Ooxemme iil of any Asiatic Pow’er in allianee 
or at peace with tin t^j.it'en. I submit that is a eonu>leie parallel. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shfmmtikham dietty) : 'fh*^ 
Honourable Mr. Lahiri (diamihiirs has drawn tin* attention of the (’hair 
to the Title and Prnimble to tin* Bill whie}i set forth the oliject of Bnis 
enactment. The Ilnnoui’abh* tiit' Horne M(’inher has pointed out that 
the jurisdiction of this Ifill is lueatil to be confiDe*! to tin* territories of 
British India. Is that correct ? 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : Sir. 

Mr. President : If that is m>, this Legislature is empowered, undei 
section 65 of the Governi’ieiit of India Act, to make laws “ for all 
persons, for all Courts, and for ali places and things, within British 
India ’h What exactly is the scope of clause 2 of the Bill ? 

Tbe Honourable Sir Lancelot Graham (Secretary, Legislative 
Department) : The exact position is that we are trying to protect the 
Administrations of Indian States, and the protection is to be exercised 
in British India. 
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Mr. President (The Uonourable Sir Shanmukham Chetty) : Clause 
2, therefore, defines the persons intended to be protected by this Bill, 
but the actual act of protection will take place within the British Indian 
territory. Under such circumslanees, the Bill is in order. 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : Sir, I trust that no prejudice will 
be created agrairist this Bill by the fact that it is brought before the 
House by the iloim; xMeniber with all his sins uj)on him. It is obviously 
right that tJie Bill should be introduced by the Il(«me Department for, 
as J have ineiitioiiod just now in reference to the point of order thai was 
taken, w<* an* o'ealiiiir with the aiijeiidiiient of the criminal law of 
Biil'sjj India, and, tJioiigli our object is through the exercise of that 
law i(» prevent interhrence vitii liic afbniiiistration of Indian States, 
primarily and (‘^senlially this is a quesJion of tJie criminal law of British 
Imiia. At tin* sjutn* liiiu*. Sir, I wi.^h to make it wrv clear that this 
t^ill I ;as tie* sironv sii\)nor1 oV tb»' 1‘olilieal I.)e])artmeiit and th(* yet 
unbh‘iuisbe»\ r<*p\n;iti(m \\\y Ilonnvirable Vrioml, t\\e \*(>\it\ea\ Se(M*et*dr>'. 
wh(», \ \\ope. at a \ater sta»r‘‘ ot the \v\V\ be able to lake pari and 

to sn})plemein tin* <leiicivnfifs in in\ (Avn presentation o! the case. 

N(»\v, Sir, bel'orv I jn-occed to the provisions of the Bill, in view of 
tie various amentlimnits that appear on the Order Paper, it may be 
convi'iiient if 1 nienli"!i tiio time programme wliicb the (lovernmeni 
liave in llieir mind. We )it<\e m- de>irt‘ or inteiiTinn to ru.sli tiiis Bill 
througli tin* llon.^e Ib.ar, Il**ar. oi u., toroavour tr> get a decision on 
this Bill in the C'mvst of th* pn*-.«.nt Session. Th.n is enij)haucally not 
our itilenlion. W» n'lliso tiiat this a matt:!* tliat iN‘<]uin*s <uir«l'ni 
consideration rnd full discussion. A^ the saiuf time, ui* fct‘l that the 
derisi<»n (uiL'lit n‘>t in i)ostiM*ne(i i»nri‘as<'iial)iy and. wc hop* to secure 
tile (jeridoj! aii l the tinal pa-sing of Mic Bill, it' the iloiL^r agrees, in the 
coio'st' of i|;t' .lannary .n* Biidgt t Sewsjj.Ti. The pri.gramme that w^* 
woiihl '.ogi^esf the <•« n1 1 *r i 1 jnij f,; ;)r* Ihnisr i.s this. If the Iloiise 
will agree to till* moleoi 1 ‘la'e j*ropose.i f,»j‘ s-nting tip a S-dcci 

C'oiumitti'e. that Seleri riunf.ii}tc-* should meet during the ii(‘>vt Scssitui 
in the sf>e('ial S(‘s^i.»n in Xo. ember ami J)“ceinl)er and slionid 

preseiil its lejM.rf then, ami tii*' • <);).''!«o*ration -l.iire of tlie Bill should 
Im* taken up as early as po^^ihl- in the d.iMiary Session so that if feasible 
We should gel it out of th»* w ]»ef,,i*j. wt liccome imiien-sj* 1 in the 
hmlget (liseiis.sion. 

Now. Sir. what <loes the Bill set-u to do If ! \v<*re asked to tnu 
it in one s<*nt<‘nce, I would say that l)ro;olly speaking, d seeks to extend 
t<» the Indian Staf<‘s the same ne‘asur«‘ of proi.'ctinn from aciivilies 
<l!reeled from Britisli India against their Adniinislrations as the (lov- 
criimenls nf P.ritlslj India alread tmjoy. To those, who think of In^lia 
as a wliohu 1 flc> nut think th;’! propositicni would re^piirc much argu¬ 
ment. <o'ograpliicali.v. India is a whole. Tlu* Imlian States ami 
British Ittdia are mexlriejibly intt*nningled. No great geographical 
barriers, no racial distribution really separat<*s tin* States from British 
India. We pass iinpereeptildy from one to the other. For good or for 
ill. Sir. tin* Imlian States are j»art and paret*] of India. Now, realising 
that, I do not think it rc<|uires much argument to sliow that the various 
rToverninents that exist in India—Govonnnonts certainly of widely 
different tyi^'s. for tlie geinwal type in tlie Indian States is quite difTer- 
ent to that in British India and there are wide differences among the 
States themselves—these various Governments in India, however much 
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they may differ in form, so long as they remain the Governments estab¬ 
lished by law and by constitutional right, so long it is necessary in th** 
interests of the country as a winde, in the interests of tlie general stabi¬ 
lity of India as a whole, that those Governments should receive tJie 
support which tiiey re^piire to protect tluun against attempts to subvert 
or interfere witJi tlnuii. Within its own territories, a (lovernnituit can 
be trusted to j)roleel itself. We, in British India, have done with the 
assistance of this House wliat we can To protect (mrselves. 

Mr. H. P. Mody (Bombay ^rilb»wners’ Association : Inrlian Com¬ 
merce) : May t ask my Honourabl'* .‘**>‘nd if this Bill is solely intended 
to deal with activities directed ajrainsi Indian States from British 
India i' One of the clauses does not bear that out. 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig ; I liope my Honourable frumd 
vfiU ruvse \\\u\ ow. ^y\\vv\ \\\v? o\\.\eev xXve \V\\\. \ 

saying, Sir, wiiliin il> own territories a Government ean iie extweteil to 
protect itself. But its autliority d(»es jn*t ••.\ti*inl outside its own terri¬ 
tories and if in a I'iuintry lik«* India activities can be organised and 
directed against a *Staii‘ from outside its (^vn territories, we miglii be 
faced with very serious conditions <»f unrest ami instability. We liave 
thus inevitaldy accept»'d the principle of the rt‘ciproeal obligation of 
British India and the Indiaji States to preMUit imrtsisonalile. or I will 
say, inieoiistitutioiiai agitation against tin* (lovernimuiT. If an agita¬ 
tion is directed against British India from a State territory, we ex}»»‘Ct 
the State tr» do wliat it <*aji to pir. a st(»p to it. and. iti tiie same wa\'. if 
uneonslituti(»nal activity is flireco'd against a State fi*‘Uij P>ritisli India, 
the States fan rcaoinably (buiiand that wc shoidii d(* wliat wr ean to 
put a stop to it. In the j>ast our powers have mu always Imm-u ailequaie 
to fulfil that obligatio!i, and it is for the purpos* of making tliem ade¬ 
quate that tlds Bill is placed before lie* House. .\ow. Sir. 1 rei*()griise 
that many, wlio will a<IrMit that fU'o[»osition in th** abstract, may hesi¬ 
tate t(» af>i)ly it to tin pj’uteetiiUi cu*’ the (jovernments of the Inriiaii 
States, beeansc tle y argnie on these lines ; ami let me make it (diNir tiiat 
I am iisifig their words and not rioe^ssarily accepting their gmieralisa 
lions. They will argue that conditions in soim* of the States are not 
wliat tlr v should ].e, that it i^ ditTieult with'?i the States to organise 
constitntiona! movements for r»‘f(*rm or for ventilating their grievances 
and that, eorise(juontly. If g-rievances are to he ventilat<’d. if movements 
for reform are to tie initiatisl. flu^y eaii only be initiated outsitle ilie 
borders of the State, that is to .say, in I>ritisii India. Tliat, I think, is 
the argument that is v(U-y eomiimnly emt»loyed. Well. Sir, as 1 say 
I must not hr^ taken as accepting that goMU'ealisation as necessarily 
accurate, but su])posiTig we do accept lluit as accurate. [ still say that 
this Bill does n(d interfere, and is not aimed at interfering, with any 
legitimate activiticss carried on in British Trnlia. It is aimed solely at 
uneonstitutional activities directed agaimst the States What arc the 
activities: that we deal with in this Bill ? So far as pre.ss comments art- 
concerned, we are not penalising comments expressing di.siipf)rol)Htioii 
of the measures of a (lovernmenl with a view to obtaining their altera¬ 
tion by lawful means. Tli(‘re i.s a ilefinile ^movision which makes that 
clear. We arc only iienalising those eomnvents which are directed to 
bringing the administration into liatred or contempt, or exciting dis¬ 
affection towards it. Then, ag«aiii, Sir, we penalise conspiracy to over- 
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force. 

Mr. H. P. Mody : Conspiracy in Bj itisli Incli«. 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : Thar surely is an unlawful acti¬ 
vity. Then we take sltps t(* prevcnl. it' necessary, the formation in 
British India of bodies of men, Known as jailias, wliose object is to enter 
the States and intericri with tin: Administration th‘*re, and finally we 
take a gcjieral power to j)revent agitation within British India with 
the object of interference with the Aclministration of the State or of 
causing distiirhanc.e of public Irnujuillily within a State. These, Sir, 
I claim, are all unconstitutional actions and the States have a right to 
ask for j>iv)tcction against such activities tiireeded against them from 
British Indian territory. But there is nothing here to prevent the 
ventilatioii of gtniuine grievances, Juitting forward proposals for 
reform, the w’hole rang** of actixitie.s comprised in the word “ consti- 
tutiowivi U may fuYVhev \>e said that tlwrt‘ may Vjc in certain States 
imsgovernment id* a scanda\»>\\s u\\i\ \nto\eva\Av‘ kind w\uek justices 
and demands inttM*fi*reiici from oiiisid**. Well, Sir. if those corditions 
arise, my answer is that wi* cannot ail’*vv siicli interff'rcnee to be orga¬ 
nised by irres])(»nsil)le peoplt* in British India. There is a constitutional 
way of ctTecting that inl^Tfcrenee : if can he done 'oy the ai'tion of the 
Paramount Powrn-, rt'cogiiised by constitutional practii'c. That is 
soraefhing very dilTcreni from the dircci aewon of organising of 

people from British India to invade the Indian States. 

Now', Sir, it is, I thiid-r, the recognised practice of this TTonse to 
refrain from commenting on lh* ••ases I'f individual States. 1 propo.^^e 
to observe that rule my''elf aid I trust that Honourable Members will 
also observe it. But I tliiiik that iii getieral tli^* Ilotise knows tba.t if 
conditiiuis (»f serious niisgo\ernineiit do arise, tlie i'arainount Power 
does take action. 

Now, Sir, with regard tn th* neec.^viiy of t!ie j>ar:ieular powers 
proposed, I will Take first of all llo* p]es.s provisions. TJiere is. as 
llononrnble ^lenibers ar.* awire. alri.idy in existence an Act knoAvn 
as tin* Indian States fl’nUeetin?! ag.-nn^t Di.saffeetion) Act wdiicli was 
passed in 1922. {Mr. B. Das : “ rertilied. not pfissed.^^) This provides 
in respi'ct of the wTittcri word protection simihar to that given in our 
ordinary criiTiinal law by ve,*tion 124A the In.linn Penal ('ode, namely, 
the section that deals with .sidition. What we t»rotK>s‘' by this Bill is to 
provide the prof(‘<‘ti»>n given by the Indian Press Act of 10:51 as amended 
by the Criminal Law' Anieudnient Art of last year. ^^ir. this protection 
that w'c pro[)ose p* extend to the Indian Sitates is not w'ithout ]u-eeedent. 
T would reeol! to the lLmv.‘ that in fa«*t it wa-x enjoyed by the States fei* 
a period of about 12 y<eirs from 1010 to 1022. while the old Press Act 
was in existence ; for that old Piess Act of lOlO applied to attacks on 
the Oovernments of the States just as it apjdicd to attacks on the 
Governments of British India. In 1022. tin* Press Act was repealed 
for reasons connected with the internal conditions in India. A new' 
constitution had just been introduced and it wa.s thought,—and I d(' 
not deny that there were good grounds for thinking.—that in a 
different atmosphere the attitude of the press would change. Well. 
Sir, owing to that the States lost in 1922 the protection which they had 
enjoyed since 1910, but it wms thought essential that they should keep 
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at any rate that protection which we were keeping for ourselves, namely, 
protection corresponding to section 124A of the Indian Penal Code ; 
and it was in order to give that protection that the Indian States (Pro¬ 
tection against Disaffection) Act was passed in 1922. Now, Sir, in 
recent years we have unfortunately come to realise that jirosecuiion is 
not a very satisfactory remedy against thos(‘ who an^ didermined to 
malign ajid create disaft'eetion towards (.Tovernment. 

Mr. B. Das : You want Ordinances. 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : No, Sir. we havi* the powers, 
powers given to us by this House. The reasons are several In the 
first j)lace, proseciilio!i is a very slow process. I'hat is a ])oint that has 
been brought ])romiiientIy to the rod ice or* tin* House recently. I'rose- 
ciilioiis in criiiilnal cases in iintia jiv not distinguished for their speed. 
In the second place, the very fact ot prosceution gives the widest pos¬ 
sible ])ubli(*ity to the mi'^cliievoiis statements which it is einb*avoured to 
check. Prosecution to a large extent from that point of view defeats 
its own object. Tlicn again, wiiilc jirosecutions arc* dragging out their 
slow length there is nothing to I'n-Nent the newspa]u‘r from continuing 
to publish things of th(' same Hnd. And tinally, if w»* assninf* that at 
last a conviction is obtained aijd that Ili(‘ person who has be(‘n recordcvl 
as the editor is (Muivjcted, there is no assurance that In* is n^ally res¬ 
ponsible for the ])olic*y of the paper or even the writer of the articles, 
and we may after all this effort liave meri'ly struck at a m.an of straw. 
The states have found precis‘*ly these difficiilties in trying to take 
advantage of that A?t which was ]»assed in 1!I22. I may mention a 
recent case, that is to say, the conviction was recent. I think the 
article was written in 1929 and though tlie prosecution instituted has 
resulted in a conviction the ease is af lliis nionient in 19.'12 tinder appeal ; 
that is to say the proceedings have lasted about years. T think the 
House will realise that the Stales do not tliink that that is a very satis¬ 
factory method (»f dealing with Press attacks. 

Mr. N. M, Joshi (Nominated Non-Official) : Sir, may 1 ask one 
fjiiestion of the Honourable Member T 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : 1 hope the Honourabb* Mt‘nib(*r 
Avill permit me tn procecfd witli my speech. He will have an opportunity 
later on of making his points and T hojie, at the end of tljo debate, I 
shall 1)0 able to deal with the points that he raises. 

Well, 8ir, not iinnatnndly the S1ate.s represent*‘d that ‘he nn‘scn1 
law was no real safeguard for them. One, Honourable Meude'v, ^ 

Mr. B. Das, referred just now to Ordinances. During the period of those 
Ordinances we did in fact extend to the States the sai'K* protection in 
tliis inalter as we took fnr ourselv(^s, P.ut when the Oriminal Law 
Amendment Act was under consideration last year, it Avas decided in 
Select Committee to omit from it the provision which Inivl been made 
inclnding States wuth British India in that protection, and it was 
decided that that should, if necessary, be put up for consideration 
separately and w'e are now proceeding to take that action. We have 
hitherto followed the principle of extending to tlie States in this matter 
of press legislation the same protection that we felt wuis necessary for 
ourselves ; and in regard to the press that is all we are doing now. 
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It may be hoppd that some years hence, with a different atmosphere, 
with a different constitution, the attitude of tJie press may change : 
they may no longer employ their great power and great influence on 
attacks which are dangerous to the stability of the administration, but 
at the moment we think that the states deserve, as 1 have said, the 
same protection as we feel we require ourselves. 

With regard to conspiracies and organisation of jathas, I do not 
think any one is likely to oppose the principle of the provisions we 
liave made in this Bill. The House will remember that when recently 
a serious agitation of this kind did develop in British India directed 
against a State, it was found necessary for the Governor General to 
issue a special Ordinance, because under our existing British Indian 
law, we had not the power to stop these jalhas, assembling and 
marching into the State. I think the llouse will agree with me that 
that is a very unsatisfactory position, that, in order to fulfil what we 
maj' regard as an elementary obligation, it should be necessary for the 
Governor General to issue an Ordinance. We want some powers, as 
pari of our general regular law, powers whieli it will be po.ssible to 
utilise at the very outset and thereby prevent the development of condi¬ 
tions which an* in the interests neither of the States nor of British 
India. 

In conclusion, I would ask tin* House to look at tlie position broadly. 
I do not my.self feel that under any system of self-Governraent India 
can be a unitary state. The vast extent of the country, the enormous 
population, tin* great diversity of conditions, the historical develop¬ 
ment of particular areas, all tho.se events of tlio past, that cannot be 
effaced or ignored, do present a problem of Government more complex 
than an.v it has been soiiglit to solve before except by the comparatively 
fiimplo procpssos of autocracy. There is, I tliink, general fagreement 
now that the line of advance is by federation, and that means that while 
til'* Central or federal Government will perform those functions which 
it is necessary should lx* performed on uniform linos for the country 
as a whole, the different local areas and administrations should be left 
to meet their own local problems in the manner which experience, 
tradition and tlieir .stage of development makes most suitable. It is 
true that in a Federation one expects ordinarily to find a general simi¬ 
larity in the form of Government in the various units. But the facts 
of India render that iinpossilde, unless we intend to cut out the Indian 
States from India—an impossible task, I would suggest—and if we 
want to achieve that broader unity which is essential in the interests 
of India as a whole, I think it can only be achieved by recognising 
a wide diversity in the form of Government in the various units. That, 
indeed, has been from the beginning one of the obvious and unavoidable 
facts of the problem. It has been accepted as a fundamental pro¬ 
position by those who have for some years past now been devoting their 
attention to the evolution of a new Constitution for India. There is no 
need to press all units. Princes and Provinces alike, into the same 
mould ; and any such attempt would lead to complete failure and dis¬ 
ruption instead of unity. Therefore, let British India at the outset 
show that it is not entering into a Federation with the States with a 
feeling of fundamental hostility to the form of Government that pre¬ 
vails in the States. This is no foundation on which a partnership can 
I4235LAD » 
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be biliif. What we are asking the House to do is not to protect or 
stereotype misgovernnicnt, l)ut to acknowledge the fact that ther(^ are 
forms of Government otlier than dein(»eratic Avliieli are worthy of 
respect and that wiien we find these forjus of (loveiMiinent existing in 
'.our midst, deeply rooted in tradition, iji sontinu*nl and in tin* facts of 
history, we should frankly accept them and admit lhat they, like other 
Governments, can claim to be ])i*oteeted tigainsl alteiujds to subvert them 
or to bring them into hatred and e(»iilonipl. Wo eaaiioi erect <»ur 
Federation on a basis of intoh*rance aiul distrust, and I hojio that the 

House, by its attitude towards this l>ili. will show lhat that is not the 

spirit ill which it apiiroaclies the question oi our ohiigations towards 
the States. (Cheers.) 

Mr. President (The llononrable Sir Shaiimukham Clielly) ; Motion 
moved : 

“ That the Bill to protect the Aamiiiistuitioiiv of in Jn<li:i uhl. h ;ire under 

tlie snzerniiity of His Aln.jesly fnifu iviti**'- \\lii« li tend to suUvnt. or t*) excite dis- 

Hft’eetion towards, or to iiiferi't're with such Administr.'il i<nis, In* referred to fi Select 
Couunittee consisting of Mr. H. Sitnr.iiunrnjii, K;m» li.'iliodur li. I.. Pniil, Mr. 

S.'uicb Bahadur, Mr. Jhui^a Iyer, Mr. S. ii. Sardar Jlarbans Singh, Air. B. K. JTiri, 
Kao Bah.'idur Al. C. Rajah, (\M]ilaiii Slu'r A1 iiliaitoii:id Khan, Mr. I’. 1-., daim.s. .Mr. 1^. ,1. 
Ghincy, Sjirdar Nihal Singh, llai Baliatinr S. i*. MuklM-rjei- and lln- Mover, and th.'it the 
number of members whose jnest‘ncL* sliall l»c neecssars to constitute a meeting of tin* 
Committee shall bo five.’’ 

Mr. H. P. Mody : Sir, I have not ris'*!; to ciTcr any observations 
^ on tin* Bill, hut I want n- CH‘ar ;j (h.ubl which has 

arisen in my mimi wi;|i rcuar.i !<» tire legality 
of some of the provisions wiiich ;4f)p.*ar in liii-. Hi|J. My j’riciid told 
me in re])ly lo my inquiry ti^ai this Ihili A\as ini"i:,b‘(| i,, deal solely with 
activities conducted in British India agaiud tiu* lijiliau S?al(‘s. \ow, 
clause 3 of this Bill says : 

** In section 121A of the Indian P<*iial <'ode, after th** Avends * or any Jiocal (iov<*rn 
ment the w’ords * or the Administration of an_\ Staff in Iiuiia ' shall hr inserted.” 

1 Avant to examine and sec how tliis an’ccls the existing section, 
section 121 A. As I read it. it makes it peufd for any one who is a siihjee.t 
of British India or of an Indian State to coiisi>irc agaiii-.t the (Jovernment 
of British India, Avhether a Local GoYcrnm«*nT or tin* Imperial (rovern- 
aient. If he conspires against the (foveriimeut of British India, he is 
liable to certain punishment ! The addiliott souglif to b(‘ made to that 
.sectinu by this Bill would ervute the positifui that w/ioevcr Avithin or 
without Jh’itish India conspires against the Lh'vernmeut of India or 
anj' Local Government or against the Governnumt nf a Native State, is 
liable to punishment”. Tn other wor^ls. Sir, llu‘ British Courts will 
be competent to deal with offences of e<dispiraey eommilted by a 
resident of an Indian State against the administration of that State, 
and T Avant to ask m.A^ friend wlietlier that is the eorr(*ct iiderpndafioii 
of tlie clause. My submission is that clause .3 sf*<‘ks to interpolate* into 
section 121A an addition to the annoury of the laAv which makes it 
possible for a British Court to deal with offences commit ted again.st the 
Administration of an Indian State in the State itself. That is my 
point. 

Mr. President (The ITononrahle Sir Shaiimukham Chetty) : Tliat 
point has to be cleared up. 
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The Honourable Sir Hoirry. Haig : I think the intention of the Bill 
undoubtedly is to deal with conspiracies within British India directed 
against Indian States, and not to go beyond that. 

Mr. H. P. Mody : But the clause seems to me at any rate to go 
much beyond that. 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : If the clause does go beyond that, 
il is always i)ossi])le to amend it in Select C^.oromittee. 

Mr. H. P. Mody : Bui is it V 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : That is a point for Select Com¬ 
mittee. 

Mr. President (The Ilonourahle Sir Slianmnkham Chetty) : Does 
the (’hair understand ihe IbMionrahle the Home Member to say that the 
danse j/ne-; bevojjd Dn* inf<‘nlion of t})e OovrTnment and lias to be recti¬ 
fied in Ihe Seleet ("oniinitlee ? 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : T!ie intention of Oovernment, Sir, 
is eerlainly id deal wdh ae1ivitif*s witjdn Brilish India, and if in fact 
the w<irditur ep the Bdl exl-nnb’ [<• ad!\ifies< outside British India, we 
shall iM*rtaijdy be ]>repared in S(‘leet Cemr.iittoc to make tlie necessary 
amendment. 

Mr. President ^Tle‘ Tlononrabb* Sir Shanmukbam Chetty) ; It is 
iindersfond the Ilonoiirnhle tin* Tfoitie M«*ml)<T concedes the point raised 
h.y Mr, iVB’dy thal clause ?k as ii is drafted at prtNent. w’ould bring 
within tlu‘ scope of this Bill ofFoncofi committed against the Indian 
States wuthin the territory of those States, beeause the operative part 
of scidion 121^1, as amended bj’’ clause 3 of the Bill, will read as 
fr»llows : 

** Whoever, within or without Briti.sh India, con.spires to overawe, by means of 
eriininal fon-e or tin' <ho'.\ df (oiniinnl fore«». the Government of India or the Local 
Goveninieiif or the .\4|i)iini <t|•;ition of ;^n^ Sfrite in India ”, 

shall be punished, etc. That will be the operative portion of .section 
121A. 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : Ves. Sir. If the words “ without 
British India are held to cover the amendment w'hich we propose to 
make, then, in tliat caso, it goes beyond our intention. 

Mr. President (The iroTiourable .’^ir Shanmukham Chetty) ; That 
IS a ])oint to be reefified in Select (’ommitfee. i.s it not ? 

Sir Lancelot Graham : The clause does not go beyond the jurisdic 
tion of this TTonse as eomprised in section 61) of the Oovernment of 
India Aei ; but T understand tbe nonourable the Home Member to say 
tliat the intention is ordy to penalise <>fiVnees eommitted in British India. 
'rhe (danse w’onid appear to go beyoTid that, so as to make not those 
ofTenees only liabb' to punishment. If is alwa.vs open to the Member 
in charge of the Rill In resiriet the seope of the Bill in Select Committee. 
There is no question of barring. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shanmukbam Chetty) : How is 
it withiTi tile jurisdiction of this House to make a law for the conduct 
of a subject of an Indian State, for an offence eommitted within the 
jurisdiction of that State f 
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Sir Lancelot Graham : It is not. There is the section 121A of the 
Penal Code,—which says : ** Whoever, within or without British India 
But if you will refer to section 4 of the Indian l*enal Code, you will find 
that “ the provisions of this Code apply also to any ofTence conimifted 
by any Native Indian subject of Her Majesty in any place without and 
beyond British India and also to “ any other British subject within 
the territories of any Native J^rinee or Chief in India The extent 
of the Penal Code is not proposed to be extended by this Bill. The 
extent of the Penal (^xle is—whoe\'er within or without Britisli India 
conspires to commit any of the offences, etc., and “ whoever is 
proverned by section 4 of the Penal Code. This, 8ir, is an Araendiiif? 
Bill, so far as the Penal Code is concern(*d, and does not profess to 
extend the scope of the Indian Penal Code. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shanmukham Chotty) : The 
I»oint is, if an Act of the Indian Lcfrislature, passed 20 years agro, had 
conferred on that Le*rislature at that time juri.sdietion beyond the 
jurisdiction enjoyed by this lA'grislatnre, would this liegrislature, by 
reason of that fact alone, be entitled to incor])orate provisions along: 
those lines f 

Sir Lancelot Graham : The jurisdiction of this As.sembly and of the 
Council of State togrether forming: the ludiaii Legrislature was seMJed as far 
back as the first Councils’ Act,—I think it was in 1861. Tlie Penal Code 
was passed after that. Tt was passed under an Act of Parliament which 
coTiferred on the Indian Legrislature of the time the same jurisdiction which 
is now enjoyed by this House and the Council of State. The matter. Sir, 
will have to be settled by reference to the Oov(*r!iinent of India Act of the 
time, but actually the wording: is prcci.sely the same. Those classes which 
are referred to in section 4 of the Indian Penal (\)dc arc the classes of 
persons which are referred to in section 65 of the present Government of 
India Act. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad (United Provinces Southern Divisions : 
Muhammadan Rural) : ]\Iay I know. Sir, if the llonoiirable Member con¬ 
siders that the Bill, as it is before the A.ssemhly now, is in order ? 

Sir Lancelot Graham : Certainly. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shanmukham Cbetty) : 

So far as this Lcgrislature is concerned, its jurisdiction is covered by the 
provisions of the Government of India Act which is in force for the time 
Ixung:. It may be tliat flic Parliamentary Statute of 1861 conferred on 
the Indian Legislature at that time certain powers, but, in attempting to 
define the powers of this Legislature, the Chair has to look to the provisions 
of the Governmerst of India Act which is now' in force, and that is section 65, 
and, according to section 65 of the Government of India Act, the Indian 
Legislature has power to make laws for all persons, for all Courts and for 
all places and things W'ithin British India. 

Sir Lancelot Graham : Please read clauses (h) and (c). 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shanmukham Chetty) : 

“ for all subjects of His Majesty and seiwants of the Crown witliin other 
parts of India 

Do I understand that the Honourable Member’s contention is covered 

by (h) ? 
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Sir Lancelot Qraham : Please go on to (v;). 

Mr. President (The Iloiiourabie Sir Shanmukhani (>hctiy) : 
“ for all native Indian subjects of His Majesty, without and beyond as well 
as within British India 

That is, in other words, this Indian Legislature would, by soetioi^ 
Cf) (i) (r) of the Coverninerif of India Act, be entitled to make laws govern¬ 
ing llie conduct of subjects of Indian States. 

Sir Lancelot Graham : No, Sir. In section 121A of the Indian 
Penal (’ode into which certain words are j)roj)osed tr» be inserted by tijis 
pirsent Bill,—tin? word “ whoever ’’ will, of eourse, he n*:sti-ieted to the 
vdasses of i)ersons to whom the Indian Penal Code a{)i)lies. Tin's is an 
amending liill as regards this particular clause and it proposes to insert 
eertain w(»rds in section 121A of the Indian J*enal Code. That section 
starts with the word “ whoever The word whoever ’’ in that section 
must he interpreted having regard to the extent provisions witli v.hieli the 
Indian Penal (’ode opens. Those provisions are contained ])articularly in 
sections 1, 2, .'1 and 4 of th*^ Penal Code. This Bill does not extend the 
scope of tile Indian Penal (’ode, heeause the scojie of the Indian Penal Code 
is. as a matt<‘r of fact, as wide as the Government of India Act allows any 
legislation of the Indian Legislature to make it. All that this Pdll does is 
to insert eertain words in section 121A. hut the insertion of those words 
docs not affect in any way the class of persoii-s to whom the Penal Code 
already applies. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shanmukham Chetty) : 

No doubt, under the provisions of the Indian Penal C’od<‘, tlie British Indian 
Coiirls ean take note of offences committ-t'd by the subjects of Indian 
States, 

Sir Lancelot Graham ; In British India. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shanmukhani Chetty) : 

An ofleiKc eomiiiitted hy the subject of an Indian State in British India 
can be punislied by a British Indian (’ourt according to the Indian Penal 
Code. In other words, the Indian Penal Code lias juri.sdietion ov^t tin* 
conduet of the subjects of Indian States committed within the territory of 
British India. 

Sir Lancelot Graham : Yes. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shanmukhani Clietty) : 

What 1 want to know is this. So far as the Chair lias to seek tlie seope of 
juris.liction of tliis House, it cannot be goviTiied by the provisions of an 
old Aet of the Indian Legislature. It ean only be governed by the provi¬ 
sions of the Government of India Aet for the time being in fvm*e. And 
the Chair would like to ask this question. Leave alone the preseni Bill 
wliieli si‘eks to amend the Indian Penal Code. Would it he within the 
jurisdietinn of this House, if a new Bill is brought forward, irrespeetive of 
th(' IN iial (’ode, bringing within tlie .iurisdiction of British Iinlia subjects 
of an Indian State for acts committed within British India ? 

Sir Lancelot Graham : Most emphatically. Even a foreigner, for an 
offence committed in British India, is liable. 
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Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shaiimukham Chetty) : 
But. tliis House cannot have jurisdiction over acts committed by Indian 
State subjects in an Indian State. 

Sir Lancelot Graham : Quite correct. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shanmukliain Chetly) : 

Therefore, clause 3 of the Bill ^oes beyond the jurisdiction of the Indian 
Bepislaturo. 

Sir Lancelot Graham : With due respect, T will ])oint out that that 
clause merely inserts in section 121A of the Indian Penal (k)de—may I 
first read (iut section 1 of the Indian Penal Code I When section 4 is read, 
that f?ivcs you the cine t<» the interpretaiion of the word “ wlunner 
wlu'rcNer it occurs in the Act. 

Mr. B. R. Puri (West Punjab : Non-Muhammadan) ; f)n a point of 
order, Sir. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shannuikhain Phetty) : 

Ordei*. order. Wlieri the Chair has asked for an (explanation from an 
ITonoiirahle IVIcTuher, no point of order oiifrht to he i*aised until that cxpla- 
nu1i(»n has been driven. 

Sir Lancelot Graham : As 1 have said, there are a prreat many s(‘e- 
tions, which—in fact, most of the sections of the Indian P(‘r.al Codt^— 
stiirt oil' v.'itli the word “ whoever We are at pnsent cone(‘»*ned in 
clause 3 of 1h(‘ liill with section 121A of the Indian Ptmal Code. That 
seel Ion >tarts by sayinpr, “Whoever, within or without Britisli India 
When we want to interpret the word “ whoever there, we )iav(‘ to lnf>k 
back to thf extent sections of the Act. I think the question which you asked 
was whether the subject of an Indian State ean be punished in British 
India for an otTeiice committed in an Indian >State. My answer to that is 
in the negative both uiKb'r the Act of 1861 and now also it is precisely the 
same. AP that this Bill does with regard to section 121A is to inse]*i tlios.* 
words wliich extend the offenee. which widen the oflTeuet* created by s“e1ion 
121 A. but it does not widen tbe class of ]>ersons who an* liable To be 
punislied under that section. Tlie class of ])crsons ;dT»‘cted bv llial. s(‘c- 
lion rem-jins precisely the same as thai set out in seel inn t, and those 
persons a^'O precisely the class of persons wdio are sot out in seefion Go of 
the OoveniTnent of India Act. So that the class of persons who can be 
punished in resp(*ct of an offence under section 121A as it will stand aft(*r 
haviTi" been amended by clause .3 of this Bill is unclianf?ed, and they an* 
all "within the jurisdiction of the Indian Beirislature. I come back to the 
interpretation of the w’ord “whoever” in section 121A read with sec¬ 
tion 4. This Bill does not chanjre that and could not (’hanfre ll-at. 

Mr. President fThe Honourable Sir Shanmukham riietty) : 

Tbe Phair would now^ like to know’ from Mr. Puri, w'hat is bis point of order. 

Mr. B. R. Puri : The point of order does not arise now^ I iiiuPt- 
stood at that time that the Plujir bad jriven its rnlinfr- that so far as 
clause 3 of the Bill was concerned, the Bill wms ifl/rn vireH of this House. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shanmukham Phetty) : 

The Chair has not priven a rulinpr. 

Mr. B, R. Puri ; T was under that impression. T am sorry. 
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Mr. H. P. Mody ; May I make a suggestion ? This point is very 
iinporlarit ami requires further consideration and 1 suggest that you do not 
give your ruling at this stage. .1 am very sorry to have sprung it upon 
tlie llouse ami iij)on yourself, but the point occurred to me only while the 
Honourable the iMover of the Hill was developing his ease. If I had seen 
it earlier, I would have brought it to the notice of both yourself and the 
Home Member. Hut as it has been sprung upon the House and upon 
yoursell’, 1 suggest that it may be held over, and that you giv(i your ruling 
tomorrow. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shanmukham (’hetty; : 
That wa'^ ' xaetly what the (diair was going to suggest. The ruere fact that 
in a Hill before tin* House there i.s one clause on whieli there is doubt with 
regard to the jurisdiction of this Legislature need not debar the llou.sc 
from (liseussing the Hill. When tin* time comes to put clause 3, and if the 
Chair is liieTi eonvincf'd that elaiise 3 is ultra vires of the T^egislature, the 
Chair will refuse* to put the question with regard to clause 3. The Chair 
W'luhl like to (‘onsider it in the nn'antiine. The discussion may now proceed 
on thr liill. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : Is it just to refer a Hill to a Select t.'om- 
iniiter wliieh is ntira vins of tin* Select (’omniittee* 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shanmukham Clictty; : The Hill 
is not ultra vires, 

Mr. B. Das (Orissa Division : Xon-Muhamniadan) : Sir, I beg to 
move* the motion standing in my name : 

“ TIiat tlu‘ Rill t>o (‘irculated for the purpose of eliciting ojunion thereon by the 
7tli .Iniiiinry, 

r am grateful to my Honourabh* friend, Mr. Mody, for raising a 
point which is in favour of my ))ro]>osition, nanu*Iy. cii-culation. At the 
oiitst't. 1 must say that my ITonourable friend. Sir Harry Haig, was a 
little netih'd and troubled while In* was deliv<*ring bis spe*M*.h. Tlie soul 
of tin* Ilonn* MemlK*r '1 tin* Hovernmeni of India and the soul of Sir 
Harry Il.i'g, tin* Hritish democrat, were lighting with eacli fUher thmugii- 
oiit and, therefon*. it was that he iiiade that halting, apologetic speech which 
he delivep'd just now bef(»rc this House. 

Sir. T read in the Statement of Objects and Reasons, wliieh my 
Honourable friend. Sir Harry Haig, has advanced : 

“ The forthcoming constitutional rhangca, moreover, make it desirable that the 
anthoritii's in Rritish India sliould have power to protect units of the Federation from 
agitation directed agniied them from Rri^^ish India.” 

Hut, Sir, where is the Federation ? My Honourable friend did not 
t(*ll nn* or this House when this Federation waft coming, next July or next 
March, and why this Bill was absolutely neeessjirj'. My Honourable 
frirnd wants tliis Hill to be passed in the winter Session of 1R3I. but can 
my Honourable friend the Home* Member say whether Federation is 
coming in 1034, 1935, 1930 or 1937 or, as some s.ay, in 1939. Tlieii, Sir, 
su])pasing the Federation comes in, is there any guarantee that tlie 
Princes are working with us in that Federation f My friend lias got a 
Bureau of Information and he knows the varioiLS statements that are 
issued from time to time by the representatives of the Priiices that \’isit 
London, either ns Round Tablers or members of the Joint Select Com¬ 
mittees. T liave not yet seen one, statement from any of these represen¬ 
tatives of the Princes which says that they are willing to join the Pedera- 
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tion definitely. 1 read a statement by Sir Akbar Ilydari. lie says let 
the Constitution come into existence. Then the Princes, like the sublime 
Princes as they are, will examine and consider and seie if they will at all 
join llo' Federation. So the Federation is a myth and 1 am not ininciiif? 
matters. I have never welcomed the idea of the Federation on the floor 
of this House. I say “ keep away the Princes at a distance. Start with 
a F(Hieration of the British Indian Provinces I am not concerned with 
the Indian Princes. This idea of Federation is not inatnrini^. Then, why 
is it that the Government of India are .so anxious to legislate to protect 
the misgovernment of th(*se Indian Princes. My Honourable fri(*nd, the 
Home Member, referivd to the Indian States (Protection) Act of 1922 
and stated that it was passed on the floor of this House by his predeces¬ 
sor, Sir William Vincent, an equally persuasive man or probablx' a 
greater piu'suasive man than my Honourable friend. Sir Harry Haig. 

I must, state here that I never had the privilege of meeting Sir William 
Vincent, althoiigli he l>elonged to my province. The House then consisted 
of liberals and iiKKlerates, There were no Swarajists in tho.se days, no 
nationalists in those day.s, and yet the House threw out that Bill and the 
Viceroy had to certify it. As far as we on this side are eoriccrncd. we 
were not a party to that j)articu]ar meafiure to which my friend rcftTred. 

Captain Sher Muhammad Khan Gakhar (Nominated Non-official) : 
Arc you not a nationalist ? 

Mr. B. Das : My friend asks me whether I am not a nationalist. 
So long a.s there i.s life in me, I shall continue to be a nationalist. My 
friend is a soldier. T hope ho will be a national soldier and will fight for 
his motherland. So, Sir, this Act of 1922 is not a precedent. What docs 
the heading of that Act say : 

“ All Act to prevent the (lisseiniiiatiou, by means of books, newspapers and other 
dociinients of matter calculated to bring into hatred or contempt or to excite liisafTection 
against Princes or Chiefs of States in India or the Governments or Adriiiuistration 
establirdied in such Stiitea. ^ ’ 

Since that Act was passed, my Honourable friend knows v(*ry '/ell 
that only three pro.sccutions liave been launched. My Honourable friend, 
the democrat, Sir Harry Haig, .since his advent as Home Member, has 
T)romulgatcd .so many Ordinances or so many Acts, almost amounting to 
Ordinances. Today he w'ants u.<j to give him another Ordinance in the 
.shape of a new Bill which ho has introduced. I would ask the House to 
read carefully what this Act aims at : 

** to protect the Administrations of States in India which arc under the suzerainty of 
Ilis Majesty from activities which tend to subvert, or to excite disaffection towards, or 
to int(‘rfere* with such Administrations.'^ 

[At this stage, Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shanmukham 
r^ictty) vacated the Chair which was then occupied by Mr. H. P. Mody, 
one of the Panel of Chairmen.] 

I do not think that Sir William Vincent, while he w'as Home Mem¬ 
ber and was probably the Leader of the House at that time, thought that 
the Bill which he introduced and which w’as throwm out by this House had 
anything to do with suzerainty or in any way concerned with the 
suzerainty of His Majesty. Since the new reforms came into existence, 
the Government of India went on manufacturing new weapons of repres¬ 
sion, forging new lines of cleavage between Indians 'and Indians and that 



r«K INDiAJ^ STA'JES (PKOTECTJON) BILL. 


109J 


was lyroved wiuMi tJit* liutler (■oniinilUv wimt to inquire about the inal- 
adminiatration or j^ood administration of tJiese* Indian States. We 
Indians thought that the Indian Slates were governed as the l^ritisli 
provinees an* governed, hut wiien the Butler (.'oiuniiitee eaim* into 
existenee, il began tn talk of [>aratuouiitey and Mizerainty and tiie littie 
Prinees and tin* liig I’llnees began to juiiiji at the idea that tliey were 
allie.s of llis Majesty iiK* King Kmperor. How can these Princes, wno 
were eompiered with Indian nKniey. with bori’owed money for which we 
aia* paying every year interest, for which my ilonoiii-able friend. 
Sir- (leorge Schuster*, sup])lied a note to the Secretary of State about tne 
(inancial obligations of BritisJi India, be allies of llis Majesty the King 
Km])ei*or Wei*e they not eon(piei‘efl with the money that was lauTowed 
by tlo‘ Past India Company, the predecessors of my friend, Sir Jlan*' 
Ilaig and Sir Jow'ph Bhore ? Was tiie sanction of llis Majesty Nought 
every time wh(*n they eompiered some petty chiefs or factioiLs cliiefs who 
w u-e ei'eating trouble in the border of Orissa or in tlie lander of t! 
Punjab ! Certainly not. When my Honourable friend, Mr. Glancy, will 
rise to speak. 1 hope be will seai'ch the archives of the Political Hepart- 
ment and find out as to who was that political genius in the Political 
Hepartment who conceived this idea of sejiarating Indian States from 
British India and incidentally took awa\ the power of the Governinent of 
Imlia and put fantiustic ideas into the heads of the small Princes that 
tiiey \ver*e the allies of His Majesty the King Emperor 

sir, I am not a lawy<*r and so 1 did not like* to rais«* any point of 
order, but I always took that tluN Legislature and tlie Government of 
India wen* subordinate to tlie British Go\ernment ami tiie British 
Parliament. I low iN it. then, that we an* askctl to legislati* to protect 
1 b«‘su/ciainty of His Majesty the King Emiicror • To me. who is a 
mattei'-of-facl man, it appeal's to be .soim*tbing bogus. (tf courst*. t*ver>- 
IhmIv knows that the K(‘tlerati<»n is not coming into existence immediately ; 

« M*vybo(i\ also knows iliat tlie Princes are not coming into the Fedenfon 
<asii\. Even the Political Secretary does not kn(»w what is the statn" 

i f )iie iniiividnal Prinees. Vet some tint lias gone round and a Ib'solu- 

tiofi ba.*" lierfi passe<l in that semi-eireular Cba!tdM*r in Delhi, namely, tie* 
t'liandier ef i*riiiee'‘, and b«*re my H»mourabIe friend. Sir Harry Haig, 
the iloim* Memlier, wants tiiis Bill to go tfiroiigii. He says that this 

Bill is not for the proiei*tion of the Prinees. but il is a Criminal Law 

Amendment Bill. As 1 said at the beginning, my Honourable friend was 
baiting all the lime in bis sp«*eeli, beeaiise his other soul always troubled 
liim. 

Sir. when my Honourable friend, the Hoim* Alember, was impressing 
upon us the objeet with wliieli Government have introdueed tins BiP. 
be only stated that there were eertain people in British India who were 
cati.sing disalfeetion to sonn* of tiiese Prinees or tlu'ir Administration^. 
H<‘ also said that this Bill did not aim at nor <lid it take away the ]irnper 
criticism of the Press against tlie had administration of the States. I am 
sorry to say that throughout India il i.s only my friend, the Honourable 
Sir Harry Haig, and the Sfairsmati of Caleutta who have understood 
the objects of this Bill in that fashion, but the Indian Press is ai>pre- 
hensive that, in the shape of this Bill, another Press Ordinance has come 
into existence. The screw' is l>oing tightened on the Prejss, and the Gov¬ 
ernment of India, which is in secret alliance wdth the Princes of India, 

T.2:tr)LAD « 
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do not AVfUit that there should be any righteous crilicisni on tin* mis- 
governiiRuif of those JVinces. I will just (|Uote a few lines from the 
Awn'ta fifizar Patrika, a paper wliicfli lias always stooil for justice to the 
Priih'e.s niid to 1h(‘ subjects of the i*rinet‘s of the Indian Stales. It says : 

“ lint what ahojit th<' sub.jcrts of thost* Indian States ’ The rule Hint jnevails 
in most of tlie States is des})otie and. in very few of tlieni, the jieo])le (-an lie said to 
be haj)[iy. The peojile in most of the States labour ninler iimnnierable disabilities, M-t 
they are not allowt‘d by Their rulers to speak out lh(‘ir j;rievain'es. Kven roir-.titational 
a<;ilatio]i for tli(‘ rejiresentation el" ;4ricvam'es is put down with a stt rn hainl in ?nosT 
of the States where no pnblii- ojiinion worth the name ran. therefore. In- i'Xjiei'i'*d to 
exist. 'Ihe only pressnn- which Hiilers in siieh States can tie inaile to i‘e»*l is that 
exere\se<i by (lie jinblic ojiinion in Hritish Imlia and it was tliis iiressiire .vh’cli in tl:c 
jiast irninced the Political llejiartnieijl of tin* (iovernnieiit (d India to take act'on 
aeaiiisl the mal-adininistration of the Prince?, in s<inie Stall's, 'fhe |»rop(isci! Pill, il 
jiassed into law. will un'imibutpv h;ive tlie I'lfect of jircventino the |ires>. and jmblii* 
liodies ill British India from a^‘*;itini4 .iyainst the inal a Iniinistration in Indian ^'t•^tes 
and nobody will iicar the grievances of llu- poor victims of misrule in tlie |n>liau 
States. ’ * 

Wh(‘]j the K(1it(ir nf a ualionalist jiapei likt' tlic Anniid Itaiar 
Palriku writes likt* this, surely it (!(n*s su witli all the (‘X|iericu(?c of au 
editor of a jiajn'r <if lojuj stautliui*. of Ttt yt'ars. I low cati I Indicve. with 
all due rcsjicct t<i my Honourable friend. Sir Harry llaitr. iliai tlie HiH 
is not meant to curtail tln^ fi*eedom of Ibe pres, in the sense that they 
cannot agitate tiboni the mal-jidministrati<in of Ibe Stales. WhjP doe. 
the Preamble of tlie liill say It aims at tlie protection of tlie admin¬ 
istration of tlie Indian Stat(*s. So. | tliitik my frienrl’s eojifention i^ 
not correct. 

1 do not wish to iro into (hdaiK. clatisi* liy danse, of the l>ill. becaii'-* 
T want this Pill to be (‘inndated md ordy to get the opinion of tlic Indian 
press and the Indian tinblic. the .Imlfrr.s <if tin* Indian Hi’jli ('onrts an.' 
Administrators in tin' jirovinces, but I do hope that it will also b 
circtilateil to the Political Airents. tin* Indian States people and lie 

various I'rinee> that rule these Indian .States. Tlmir views should !>'■ 
collceled. If niy Hoiioiirable friend. Mr. (JIaney, will eoneede. I wish 
also that this Poll be eirculated In al! tin- ^ .r-Polii ieal A'jeni- wlm ar*- 
drawing pe^isions today r?'om tin* exelM'^pie.c India. Imeanse tfiei] 

ofiinioiis will lie very valuable. Wo Icnow that these gentlemen, wbnn 
they I'etire. writi tbeir viev s ;j]id --peak Things wbieb they eannot do when 
tliev ai'e nude}- t|:,. eontrol of tin* I'olitiea! Secretary of the (iover’.’.nient 
nf Iiiili;:. So ny suggestion is that llii^ Poll be ^•irenlatcd also to tin* t .r 
Political AgeiiT. v'hn onv be st.aying in Swii/erlainl oi* London and 
other jdac'-., 

I will refei’ the Hou^e tfi idause 4 of this Pill which aims at Hic 
curtailmeTjT of the freedom of the ju’ess. There it is said : 

To ]>Miig intd hatred or efmtempl. tr» exercise flisnfl’eetion tow’nnls the A'lniini^tue 
tioii cst.-iblislM-d ill jiiiy State of Tiidia.” 

Sir. Stab's lilg* Mysore .-ind Paroda may liave jndieiotis administra¬ 
tions, Iml We know Hiat Indian Rta.tcs as a mb* liave no administration. 
It is Iliilerism the democratic spirit that eontr<ds Hitler. 

ITow are tbe.se people ruled ? The Tlononrable the TTome Member 
appealed that we should not mention the names of States. T am not 
going to mention any names, T am going to lay certain facts before the 



THE INDIAN STATES (PROTECTION) BILL. 


lOdZ 


House. I arn going to give out what is usually held as the considered 
vit‘w ol th(» ])uljJie- nnd tin* press in India. There are ruJers in India 
who have no administrative machinery. There are about (iOO Indian 
States, and .some of Ihem have only hall' a village to rule. Most ot* the 
Indi.yi Slates are under one-man rule without any control of public 
opinion. In the past, the juijihty haycmets of the Hritish Army did not 
protcM'l theM* Princes and they wen* then aniena}>ie to j)uhrK* f>f)iTiion and 
p'lhlic eriticisni coining IVoin inside the Stat«*. Put. as the Pj-inc(*s found 
tliat the mighty Pritisli Army was ]>roteeting llwm. they heeame irres- 
pimsihle. They began tlieir inaiadininist rat ion in lh(*i»‘ StaTe.s f(.r wiiieh 
itie people ha\*‘ iin remedy, 'file p«M>ple could iiot revolt, hceausc revolt¬ 
ing againsi parlieular Slates was rcNaiiting* against the njigdily I>ritis)i 
I.lupin' and the niiLdiiy itr.'iivh < ie'.ernnieni. and ;• et iji.- people of tlie 
Stales want the proleetion of tie* lirilivii Army and ih^* liritish deim*- 
eiaiie laws and they are denied all these now. When aii.'.buly write- 
a iettei- in ihe Indian pres^. or when the press critieises the administra- 
litui of any State as had. under this I>ill ]>ow'er is given to a District 
MaLdstrati' <»r the siihordinate of a DistriiU MaLrisirate to deal with th" 

! re^s. When speaking ahont the press. I am reminded of the security 

<>i lis. 10.(lot) (k'Hianded of the “ Kre»‘ Press *’ di P inilmy a*' deposit hy 

Ml" M«*\'"ni*iient (if li(.iiilia\‘ ami now reported In h.ixe Ijeon eonfiseated. 
So iho pi-esv of India, for which the Ilonmirahh' the ITmm' Mi'inher hii" 

i:*' hi\e. I am talkimr of the Indian Press and not the Anglo-Indian 

Press, under this new elanse, the press whieli writes arlieles against an 

Indian State wnuld l»e asked to (leposii Rs. 10.000 or Rs. ‘Jti.CKlO for 

writiijjr such articles, 'fhat will lie the eonscijm'nee if iliis Pill is ]»assed 
iiitn lav. .\ow, I will jefi*]* to snh-«*lanse ■ / of (*lanse 0 whieli reads : 

.ill'll Magistrals niav, t.\ written order stating the material faet.s of Oi- 

easi' and sfr\f<l in ttie niann*‘r jtruvided \t\ seetion 134 of the Code of Crintina) Pr'ieeduT*'. 

direti any nyrsen te abstain from a eertain net if smdi "Magistrate considers tlaC 

ii .lirertidii is likel\ t'l jir* vmt er t»'nds to prevent interfi'rem-*- with the .\'lminir.TTa 
ti' ii of Slat* in India ’’ 

I an. not eoneiTned wdtb tbe subst'qmnit senbun*" 

I "•iii:.l*T to liinnaii lilt- (o- sai*'t\ or disturteoiee of the ]»idiiir traininillitv or .i riot 
"I ; II .■■fit;., wifliiri the sai»l Slat*- ’ 

’ am •»nly «‘oneerned with * i*i pr* v.-ni nr tends t** prevent iiuor- 
btiee .villi the Administraiion of a State in India”. Two or three 
>ears ago. I had the pri\'ih‘ge of presiding (wei* ilm Orissa State Peoj)]e*s 
< onterenee. i Jntei'rn]>tion. ■ Suppctsiiojr I Ava.''- goiiig to presido over a 
<'«inft‘renee in Pomiiay in my Hon'itrabh- feh n<l. Sir ('ow'asji .lehangir's 
nwii ( ity. as Mr. Iv’lkar pr*'side*l the <»tlier day ov<‘r tht* Indian 

States Ih'ople's Hoiifereiiee. to wltose valuable speech 1 shall reft*]* snb- 
Ncipiently. tin* magistrate* of tin- u>Avn. Iiaviug^ been misinformet], as snh- 
offlinati* magistrates usttally are,—they do not kni>w and they do not 
understand tlie higli policy of tlie Oovornincnt of India, they do not 
nmlerstand the high principle's that guide my TTononrablo friend. Sir 
Harry TTaig. tliey think only tliroe or four years ahead as to Iioav to 
t>rote(*t those Princes and Itow to put those Princes in cotton wool so 
that they may not he harmed,—the magistrate of the town may serve 
me with a notice ordering me that T should not preside over tlie Con- 
fm-enee lest it shotdd incite ]moidc or eanse di.safTeetion in the admmis- 
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tratioii of a Stato or States. These are the two points tliat I, as a puhlie 
ijuni and a representative of the Imliaii Press, feel ^rreatl.v api)relieijsiv(‘ 

Mr. Chairman (Mr. Jl. !*. Mody i ; Does the IIononral)le Meniher 
prop()st‘ i:‘o on for any lenjrth of time ! 

Mr. B. Das Yes, Sir, for om* hour. 

Mr. Chairman (Mr. Jl. l\ Alody) : In llnP eas.* Ilie House stands 
adjourned till 11 oVloek tomorrow. 

Tin* Asseiid>Iy then adjourned till I'lewn nf ih** ('lo»*k <u: 'riiin-Mlay, 
the Tth Se])teniber, IJKTl. 



LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Thursday, 7th SejAemher, J93.^. 


Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber at Eleven of the Clock, 
Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shanmukham Chetty) in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND AXSWEKS. 

Emi^loyment of Commt’xities inadequately represented in the Central 
Public Works Department. 

719. *Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : (a) Will Government be pleased to 
state wlietlier it is pro])Osed to oi)en two new Circles in the Centra] Public 
Works Department, D^eJlii, to carry out the selnmie recent.'y sanctioned by 
the Secretary of State for India ! 

[n) Do Government propose to reserve sufficient seats for tliCKSe com- 
iiiuniti's who are inadequately represented in that Department, to adjust 
their rej»resen1ation in the ib‘partment ! 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : (a) It is ])roposed to oi)eix only 
one n(*w ( inde for the purj)o.se, 

ih) The claims of all eommunili(‘s will ])e considered in making: 
temiiorary ai'pointments m*cessary for the formation of the new C’irele. 

Appoivtmeni of i\ the Commercial Statistics P>ranch of Tiir 

Com m ltu’E 1 )i:i ’akt .m i:nt. 

729. '^Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : (a) Will G overnment be [^(‘ased t(. 
state whether a new branch for Cuniinercial Statistics was opened in the 
(’o«'ii:u-rce Department in July, ? 

(/>» If the r(*])ly to j)art (a^ be in the affirmative, how many Muslims 
were taken in that branch ? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : (a) A new Branch for Btalisti- 
e*il Research Mork n as created on a temporary basis in July, 19J3. This 
is a Branch of the Dei)artment of Commercial Intelligence and Statislies. 

(b) The Director General of Commercial Intelligence and Statistics 
reports that tivi* out of the eleven resulting vacancies haA^e been or will be 
filled by iMusIiins. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : May I know how many posts have been 
actually tilled up till now ? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : i cannot say Iioav many havt* 
been actually fdled. The answer that I have given refers to the new 
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vacancies that have occurred or will occur and 1 think the answer should 
be perfectly satisfactory from the Honourable Member’s point oC view. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : In part (b) of the question, I asked how 
many Muslims were taken in that branch. 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : I want to make it qiiit-^ clear 
that the vacancies have not all been filled up u]) till the ])resent. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : AVere these vacancies advertised 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : 1 cannot say ; that is a matter 
within the competence of the Director General himself. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : 1 ihink these a])pointmeiits will not be 
made through the Public Service Commission ■ 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : I do jiot think so ; these are 
minor ap])ointments Avhieh, as [ said, are wdthin the competence of the 
Director General. 

Ai-leged Cxrwm Treatmext of the Railway Officers towards AIx;slim 

Emfi.ovees. 

721. *Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : (r/) Is it a fact tliat Alaulvi 
Muh.immad Yakub, Editor, the Lifjhi, Lahore, :nlfiress<*d the A;i'<‘nt, North 
AVesteni Railway, re<rardiii^‘ the unfair treatment of the Railway offic'crs 
towards the Aluslim employees as regards 1li(‘ir pronotion, etc., as published 
in the Pilot, Amritsar, dated tlie litlrd July, IhJJ ? 

(h) If the reply 10 part (a) he in tin* aflirmative, what action if any, 
has b»‘eii takum on the alleiratinns stated thertnn 

Mr, P. R. Rau : Government have no inL»rmation, hnt have sent a 
copy of tli(‘ (jiiostinii to tile Aj^eio. North Western Railway, for any action 
that he may consider necessary. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : Did the Ilononrahh* Member ask the 
Ap'tuit for information to reply to this question ^ 

Mr. P. R. Rau : No, 8ir, 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad ; Will Government be pleased to state the 
reasons ff»r that ! 

Mr. P. R. Rau : Recause the matter is within the competence of tlie 
Agent of the North Western Railway to .settle. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : Does the Honourable Member remember 
that it was said by the Chair some time ago that every question that is 
admitted is of public importance ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : Yes, Sir, I remember that. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : Docs the Honourable Member mean that 
because the matter is within the purvdew of the Agent of the Railway, 
it is no concern of the Government of India and that so it is not necessary 
to reply to the question ? 
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Mr. P. R. Rail : The position of the Oovernnient of India is that 
certain inaitors of detailed adiniuistration are left to the Agent of the 
North Western Railway and Government cannot, as a practical measure, 
insist on iiiqiiiriiig minutely into every detail. 

Dr. Ziaiiddin Ahmad : Every action of Government officials must 
eonie within the purview of the J.egislalure, and when guehtious are 
asked for eliciting eerrain facts, it is immaterial whether it is witJiin 
the inii’view (tf one otTieial or the other and it is the duty of noverriTri' Jit 
to supply tin* information. 

Mr. P. R. Rau : As a eommereial department, the Railway Board 
have to look into the probable jiraetieal value of the information that is 
to he olitained. And if tin* (piestion refer.s to such matters of detail, 
as (JovornnKoit do not tliink it necessary for them to interfere in, they 
eondder that it is unnecessary to obtain the information. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : If Government say that it is not wortli the 
lTnii])k‘ and exixnise. it would be a dilTerent thing. Hut they say that, 
heeaiise it is within the jiurview of tin* Agent, therefore they do not 
want to reply. I think it is not a correct position. 

Mr. P. R. Rail : I must jxiint out. Sir, that I have taken the necessary 
action on tin* point. 1 have .s(‘ut a copy of tliis gin*siir>n to the .\ge,nt 
of the North Westi'rn Railway to look int(» it and remove any grieva’iees 
that c-xist. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : When ftovernment have not seen Gie 
lot lor in (pu'stion, how can they say that the matter was not of suftieieiit 
importance ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : If it were of snflicit‘nt importance. T am sur..-, tlit* 
IJiaioiirahlc Moinl'cr would liavo given details of it in his (pn'sth)n. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmod : I askod m the question about this letter 
wl'.icli eoiitaiiird allegati"ns about tin* unfair ir»‘atment nf Raihvay oflh'tMs 
towjii-tls tin* .Mnsliin om[)loyees. Governiinnit slionld have seen tin* 
ieiter to find out whether it was of j>iihlie importance nr not. 

Mr. P. R. Rau : The (piestion wliether a particular l(*tter has been 
addio.s-sod b^ a particular ‘i(*ntteman to tin* .\g«Mit of tlie North AVestern 
Railway is not. I think, a thing of snftiei(*nt importance to warrant 
Govorninent making irnpiirit's into the matter. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : Did tin* Honourable Member notice that 
1 made alI(*gations against Railway oflieers with regard to their treat- 
nn‘nt of Muslim employees ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : If iny Honourable, friend had given me any facts 
to show that a prima facir ease existed for an inquiry, I should have 
been glad to makt* such inquiry. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : Will Government see the letter now and 
find (Mif wliat are tin* grievances of tlie Muslim employees on the North 
Railway ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau ; f have not got a copy of the paper with me. If 
uiy Honourable friend will supply me with the paper or the letter I 
shall be glad to look into them. 

L2n3IiAD 
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Mr. S. C. Mitra : Will the Honourable Member tell us why tlio 
letter was not addressed to the Government of India if it was of such 
importance ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : I must ask my Honourable friend to ask the 
questioner. 

Bhai Parma Nand : Will the Honourable Member exi)lain what he 
understands by fair and unfair treatment of the whole Muslim eom- 
munity on the railways ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : That also is a question which Mr. Mas wood Ahmad 
should bo asked to answer. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : If a question is within the purview of the 
Aji'cnt and it is decided not projyrrly by liiin and is snbse(|uentjy bron.Liht 
to the notice of the House, may 1 know what is the policy of Governiueiii 
in such a matter ? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : Sir, 1 think this is a tpiestjon 
which has exercised the House for some time and, 1 am sun*, n;y 
Jlonoiirabh' friend will ajrree that, unless matters fd* i’(‘ally vital •roneral 
ini]M»rtaiiee are raised, it would be wastiiijr tlu‘ time both of the lIous»‘ 
aud of Goveruiinuit if on every petty matter we were asked to ol)tain tli«* 
cx]‘lanatioii of the Ajreiit. 1 can assure my Ibmourable friends tha^ if 
any really im])orlant matter is raise<l. the Railway Hoard and (iovernujent 
will be only too "lad to look into it. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : My supfjrestion is that it should uoi !>•* a ^ 
we have Ikm'Ji "otlintr implies to (uir (pieslions from the h'iiiaiM'i.d 
r(uninissi(*iier. that oven important <jU‘‘stions are }>ein" inendy sent to 
Th(‘ A"ent and no report called f(U* investi"ation. 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : Sir, s(> far as thi‘ answers 
triveii hy the Financial ('niiimissifmer are crmeerned. 1 ma\‘ make it 
perfectly clear to the House that fio answer is iriven which has lud jny 
full <*on«*iirr''ne(e Ihit T hav. alit'ady made it perfeetly elear that, if 
any ini])ertant (jnestion is rais<Ml, we sliall eertainly look into it. 

♦Srrci-.s OF A Xox-.AIa rmoFi, \Ti. TiiMnonAitv ('i^kkk (tr Tin: R.\ii v.w 

HoAinFs Offu j: ix tiu: I’ria.n' Siiirvu i; (’o.mmi.ssiox STKNorjKAFii!;•{>* 

Examjxatiox. 

722.*Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : Has the attention of riovern- 

ment been drawn to an article ‘ Ihihlie S«*rvice ('ommi.ssion ’ ]>nblished 
in the weekly PUal, Amritsar. f)n duly 30, 193.3 ? 

{}>) If tlie n‘ply to ]»art (n) he in the affirmative, will (Joverujmuit 
be pleased to state thf* (’onditirms wliieh h‘d to a non-]\Tatricu1at<‘ and 
temporary clerk of Railway Hoard's cjffiee beiiur admitted and deehared 
successful by the Publie Service t’ouunission in tin* Steno"rnT>her's 
examination ? 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : ia) Yes. 

{!)) ]\rr. Xarayan sat for the qnalifyin" examination for stenographers 
lield by the Public Service Commissi.ui in 1930. No educational qualifi- 
eatn»Tis were prescribed for this examination, tlie oidy conditions biun" that 
candidates: .should liavc* f>fTiciated in permanent posts of stenographer for 
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ijor loss than 12 montlxs in all since 1st April, 1928, and that the Heads of 
tlioir Deiiartmcnts should be prepared to recommend them for permanent 
emi)Ioynient as stenographers if they qualified. As Mr. Narayaii fulfilled 
tijese conditions, he was allowed to appear and he qualified. Tiie allega- 
lioiiN in the article* are therefore uni‘ounde<l. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : Will Government be ])leascd to say 
wh(‘ther it is also one of the conditions ihat tin* candidates should be 
Ironi tlie pennain nt staff and should lx; at least under-firaduates ? 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : T have already explained that 
}]i) edueational qualifications were prescribed for this examination and 
that tlie conditions were that the candidates sliould have ofifieiated in 
a ijeioiianent p(>sl of .•.l(‘iiogra|)lier for not {♦•ss tiian twelve months. 

('ov'iifAr-r Koi: Muslim Swklts-Stall a j Amiutsar. 

T2‘i. •Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad: Has xite ;n‘»‘nii(»n of i'.ovcrinn'-nt 
ii't v. tlrawn tn mi artir].- “ Mo-lna Swe.^tat Amritsar'’ p'dili-iied 
in tie Weekly /'//o/. ..\ni!*iisar, of l»Uth duly. Itrid ' If will (iovern- 
iie'iit be ]»{ease.| lo slate tie* name of tin* Miisliiii s\\eetrN->taIl eont'‘actor 
a! Amritsar railway station and state reasons for letting out the contract 
to a Mon-dlu.slim '! 

Mr. P. R. Rau : Government have not s(*en tin* article referi*e<l to. 
T!.e ielting "f Mieli eoiitraets is a matter for the d* ei'^ion of the 
tva> Administration, and I am stmding a copy of tin- qnestif>n to the 
Aiient, North Westen IJadvv.iy. f* r ''Oeli aeiion as may !>»* (ronsidered 
iie.-.ssary. 

o 

ki:’ri!i N( hmlk'i ok Staff in tiii: Kailway Board's Office. 

T2l.*Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad.: ■Has tlie attention of Govern¬ 
ment lietni diMwii to an artieie *’ Kaiiway Board ” jiulilisliefi in the PiJfit; 
An.rii^M', <if' (he dth Aiiirn.''t. lOd‘1 t 

' l> ' h (lie r,'ply t.» part ; ^/) be in tie* aflirmative, will Government 
be pleas**.1 L) vT;;ti* wloi'M-r ill til'* iie’li! of <Is-* >*t;i!e of alVaii’s depicted 
tie-rein, ii pr<-]>ov'd lo retreneli some more '•lai'’ 

Mr. P. R. Rau : in) Government have noi seen tin* article reterred 

: 11 

'/»' So far a^ I am avare, then* are no proposals at tnvsent nrnlor 
'• •nso’eration for any general retrenchment on any considerable seaU- 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : Is it a fact that a copy of the nUtf of the 
dtli .\u£rusr was sent for from the editor b\' the Ttailnmy Hoard ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : I ilo not kmiw : 1 have not seen the article. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : Has any other officer in the Railway 
Board st‘en that artieie ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : T can only say I have not been able to get that 
a rriide. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : I have seen the letter asking for a copy 
‘M the Pifnf of that date and so T want to know \vhether this copy has 
aeinally been taken by tlie Raihvay Hoard or not. 
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iSlir. P. E. itau : Apparently it was not obtainable. 

Mr. Oaya Prasad Singh : Is this question intended to advertise this 
particular newspaper ? 

AfusLiMs AND Company-MANAGED Kailways. 

725. ’^Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : Has the attcnlion of (ioverninent 
been drawn to an article “ IMusHins and t''oTii])any-nianajr(‘d Kailways 
published in the weekly Amritsar, dated the (hh Aujiust. 1933 ■ 

if so, will (Ioverninent he ])leased to slate whellier llie facts staled tlierein 
are correct ? 

Mr, P. R. Ran : In the absence of a copy of the article in (|uestio;i, 
I a 7 !i not in a j)osition to say whether tin* aIle^^•ltions made an* coi-roct 
or not. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : Do (ioverninent propose to see if they 
!^ct a copy of the paper now or day after tomorrow .’ 

Mr. P. R. Ran : If my Ilononral>le frit'nd semK me a e(»]>y of the 
pajMi-, ! shall sec* if tin* allejratioiis therein are snftieiently im|»orta!p to 
icarranf my mal:in<r an impiiry. 

Arjj'OED Ix.Ji’sTH'i: to Mi sums i\ tiik Kafi.wav .M mi. Si:avirK. Ai.i.aiiaj;.\I). 

726,*Mr. M. Mr.swood Ahmad : Has tin* attention of Government 
been drawn to an article “ Allahaha<l K. M. S.. (trave injustice of 
Muslims " ])nhllslie(i in tiie Pifni, Amritsar, dalctl tin* L^^Jrd Jnly 1933 ? 
Ifoso, will CJovernnienl be pleaMMl to state il’ the faets stated therein are 
correct ? 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : CJovernment have* not seen tbe 
article referred to and are tlierefore unable to reply to tin* secoml part 
of the tpicstion ; nor do they consider any inquiry m'cessary as the l iii-s 
})rovid(‘ liberal o]iportunitics for officials to represent their ^M'icvanccs to 
tljcir official superiors should they desire to do so. 

Mr. M. Masv/ood Ahmad : Do (i(*vorniiicnt pi’n])Ose in fntnr* , wlien 
sucli ((ncstions are asked, to irct a copA' of tin* artich*s als(» sent to them ! 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : I tliink, sir, it would he an 
excellent idea if Memhers, who refer to such a]*ticles in their (in«‘stioiis, 
wore to send a eopy of tbe article with the f|nesti(>n. Tbe (.\]M-ri(‘nee of 
my Department in this matter has been sinfrularly unfortunate ; f*)r 
some time ])ast we have (mdeavonred to oldain eojjies of artielc^s refernsl 
to from editors of neAA’S])apers and almost invariably we liav(* been 
unable to do so. 

Mr. President (Tlie Ilononralde Sir Sbanmukbam Cbetly) ; The 
House has now (‘xperi'eneed cfm.siderable difficulty lu jrettiu<i satisfactory 
answers from Government, to quostimis of this nature, askinjr Govern¬ 
ment whether their attention has been drawn to a certain newspaper 
article. The Parliamentary pi'actice is that Avhen an Homuirahje 
Member makes a statement in a question, wherever that statement miirlit 
appear, the Honourable Member personally makers himself respon.sible 
for that statement. When eertain mattera are broupht to the notice of 
Government, the details of tluit particular matter must l>e Tnentioned in 
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the question also. It is with a view to shortening the question and, for 
the sake of convenience*, that Jlonourahie J\Ierrihers are perinittcfl to 
frame questions in this particular manner. Hut tiie (Uiair v/ould snjrfre.st 
that in order to enable them to jret a complete answ<*r from Government 
and for the (M)nv(‘ni(*ne(‘ of every one concerned, it would be an excellent 
practice if lloncairablc Members, \vli<» refer tin* a1tei\tiovi (»f Government 
to a particular ii»‘WS]Hiper article, always maio* it a t>vaetiee to send a 
copy of lhal article fn the (iovernroeiit alon;/ with the fjuestion. 

N(tN-F!i.i.iN(, rr or Pi:uvani:nt Aim*(»ivtmi:nts ix tiii: 

r)FrK i:s. 

727. ••Mr. S G. Jog : Wib Government be pl<*as(‘(1 to state : 

u;) t]H‘ (late on whieb tbe Dire(*tor General, Posts and Tele<rraphs. 
issued instructions not to fill in any ap|>ointments in the 
post’ ofTices p(‘rnianently, and tlie date on whi('h tlie Po>.t- 
tnaster General, ]>om!)ay. issu(*d such instructions ; 

(h) v}) *l!iej- tli«u- issiuMl similar instructions to Imve effect from the 
Ihtli .Inly, P*‘n : 

(f' l wljcjher it is a fact that the offieiux boldini? officiating ap})oint- 
nien^s in the offii'c* (»f tin* Ac(*oiintant (b*nera]. Ibiiubay. prior 
to Kith July, lf<‘>l. Jjav(' be»-H eonfirnied in th(*ir j)Osts ; 

(d) wliether there an* officials in tin* Pombay Ciivlc continuously 
offieiatimr in tlic tim^-sealc and t})(* selection srrade from a 
(late ju-ior to the Iblli duly. and, if so. the l<;tal number 

of such officials in the respective cadres ; 

(f) if the n ply io ])arl (V/• abov(* be in tin* affirmative, why the 
eontirination is (bdayed in tlie case of JV>stal De|>artmcnt alone 
wh(‘n the posts in the office of the ^\ccoiuitaiit General. 
Pom hay, have Ixmmi allowed to be filled in ; 

^f) if tlie differetitial tn*atm(nt referred to in ]>art (e) above is 
due to rf'trejiehment measures, and wlndlier th(*y are ])repared 
to allow tile eontirination of tlie jiersons concerned now, 
takiii" into consideratiim tlie abnormal delay of more than 
two yeai's aiul in some (*as(*s even more than thnv years ; 

(^/i if the r(*ply to |>art if) bt* in the m^^ative. the proliable lime 
when the (juesthm of their eontirination will be finally 
settled ; and Avlu*ther they jirojmsc* to cause tlie deeisioii to be 
(*xpedit(*d ? 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : ((G and (h). The Honour¬ 
able Meinlier is n'fcrivd to the reply jrivtm to parts {a) and ih) of 
Mr. N. M. Josbi’s starred (pn*stion Xo. 3ffS in this House on the 19th 
September, 1932. 

((‘) Tile AccimuiaTit ilcuoTai, V>om\vay, has hecn permitted to fi\\ \\p 
substantively certain pefmaiiont vaeaneii's in his office, subject to the 
condition that no persons not in service on the loth July. 1931, are 
confirmed. 

(d) Oovernment have no precise information but the Iloiioiirable 
Member will notice from the reply referred to in the reply to parts (a) 
and {h) above that in the Bombay Circle all appointments since April, 
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1931, and certain a])])oiiituieiits since June. 1930, Iiave I)een made in an 
oflficiating capacity. 

(c) The Honourable Member is referred to the reply f?iven to part 

(d) of ]Mr. N. ]M. Joshi's question Xo. 398 mentioned above and to 
Sardar (h N. Majumdar's (j nest ion Xo. 12-0 in this House on tlie 15th 
Xo vein her, 1932. 

(/) and (fj). Do not arise in view of my rejily to ]iart (e). 


Filling up ok cektaix J*ostal Ai»potntme\ts permanently at (’ehtain 

Placios. 


728. *^'Mr. S. G. Jog : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) ^Yhclher it is a fact that the jraztdted a])pointments of Post¬ 
masters at Bombay, Poona. ^Madras, Karaelii, etc., have 
recently been ])ern:anenlly filh'd up : 

(f)) whether the-c ap]H)iiitments have been filled up as a result 
of the removal of the ban )>l;u‘ed by the Government of 
India sinc(> the Ifitli July, 1931 ; 

(c) whether the iion-jjfazetted ajjpointments in tin* lowest sel<*et'ioii 

grade and the time-scab* in tin* Post Gftices have not yet 
been allow<*d to be filled up ]»ermanently ; 

(d) the reasons for such differential treatment' for the two classes of 

ofTicials. r/.:., gazetted and non-gazett'‘d of one and the same 
de])artmeiit ; 

(e) wlietln*!* the appointin(*nts of officers and the iime-seale clerks 

in the office of the Aecountaiit General. Bondiay. hav(* been 
allow(*d to ])e fdled np perman(‘nt]y and that thes(‘ utYicials 
hold substantive liens on these appointments ; 

(/) whether tlie only eondition im]>osed on tin* time-seale officials 
ill the Accountant (icnerars office is that they will liavi* to 
accept new scales of pay, if and when Hifrodnced ; and 

(ff) wlietlier they are jirepared to ask the l)ir(*etor (iem'ral. Posts 
and TeloL^raphs;, to fill in the ajipointments in the Postal 
Departm‘*nt iiermanently on similar conditions ? 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : (a) Yes. 

(b) The ban referred to by the Honourable Member presumably 
is that contained in a Kinara*e Department Ib*snlntioii, dated the 9tli 
Jidy, 1931. The <»rders then'in refer to persons who wen* not in Govern¬ 
ment service on the loth July, 1931. and an* still in foree. They do not, 
however, apply to Postmasters holding the post> ref(‘rn*d to in part (a) 
of the question all of whom were in Government s.-rvice ]»rior to July, 
1931, Thes(‘ posts were ]K*rmaiieutly filled heeause tht*re was iio prospect 
of rotrenchinent in them. In tlii.s eonueetiou the Honourable Member’s 
attention is invited to the first part of the reply given on the 15th 
November, 1932, to starred fjuestion Xo. 1225 by Sardar G. N. Majumdar. 

(c) Yes. The attention of the Honourable Member is invited to 
the second part of the reply to Sardar G. N. Majumdar’s starred ques¬ 
tion just referred to.. 
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(d) The (> 2 *(*.snjnf)tiori that all vacancies In the frazettod posts have 
been permanently filled u[) is not correct. C’ertain ]io.sts were filled up 
because then* wa.s no prospect of retrencliinent as stated in repJy to 
nart (/>) of the (piestion. Tlie Honourable* Member is also referred to 
tile refdy to part (r) above. The question of din'erenlial treatment does 
not arise. 

(/'} Tin* Accountant fieneraJ lias ]>een permitti'd to fill up siibstan- 
tively (*er1ain jan’inanenl vacaneies in his office, siiiijeet to the condition 
ttiat no persons Tiot in service r*n the loth July. Ififll, are contirm-'d. 

f/) Tile condition is imposed on new entrants. 

( o 1 In view of the reply to part ((/; the reply is in the neL'^ativc. 

riM-r’i:rii:\( i: to o-\ff*i;ovi:f' f'Axi)in\Ti:s i\ Tin: Postal Dfpart.mcxt rx 
A1A KINO A ei *f »1 NTM KS TS. 

729. "•'Mr. S. G. Jog : Will flovernmenr be pleased to state : 

wliether tin* Hireetor Ocneral of Posts and Telee-raphs has 
erd^'i-fd that /.r-ap}>roved eandidates in tin* Postal Dejiart- 
iiHoit shall tret preference in making appointments from out¬ 
side* (candidates in the r.ow(*r Division ; 

(h) the numh(*r of siieli discharged api)rov(*d candidates in the 
Pajliot Division, who liave ofiiciat(‘d in the years 1980 to 
19!J8 ; 

(f‘i whether it i.> a fact that thes(‘ candidates put in alxmt eight 
months to months of ofliciating service before thi‘ir dis¬ 
charge ; 

id) the nmnlfcr fd' outside candidat(*s empl(»yed from 1st March, 
Idol, to 1st Jum*. 198*1, iirnorinii tin* claims of dischfirged 
candidates, and tin* number of dwchai'L^ed candidates who 
were ro-.'iiiployed in aeeordaiKM* with the Dir(*ctor (^eneraPs 
orders about the prefer(*nec for r*‘cruitment : and 

(ri if the said orders of the Director General have not hcf-n cai’ried 
out, whether instruct ions ar<* proposed to he issued to give 
efi'eet to them as soon as ]>ossible 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : The rep.ly t(» ]iart (r/' of the 
(|iiestion is in ili" ailirmative. As regards the rest of tlie (piestion Gov¬ 
ernment hav(* no information noi- do th<*y e«»nsidcr !t oeei'ssary to institute 
s]ieeial <*n<piiries. as if the claims to appointment of * .r-a]>])rov(*d candi- 
dat(*s have been ignored in the TJajkot Division it is op(*n to the individuals 
concerned to I’cpre.sent the matter in the ordinary Avay. 

PosTAi; Officials Offu'-iatixo in the Bombay Postal Circle. 

780. *Mr. S. G. Jog : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) the number of officials working in officiating capacity in the 
Bombay Circle in the tiine-seale, in the lower selection grade 
and in the liigher ^selection grade, in the Postal Department ; 
and 
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(h) the number of officials officiating in clear vacancies in respective 
cadres who died without being confirmed in their i) 0 .sts 
))etween the IGtli July, 1931, and tlie 1st of July, 1933 V 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : (a) and (/>). Oovernmenf 
are not in ])ossession of the informal ion asked for and 1 regret tliat it 
cannot readily 1 k‘ collected. 

1 may, liowever, inform tlie Iloimurable Mend)er llmt in view of the 
])robable necessity for tdlVeting economies in tin* cadres to whieli the 
Ilononrable llemhcr refers, all appointiiieiils to ])osls in these cadres 
have b(‘en imnh* in an ofihdatii^g capacity since* the* 17th Ajn-il. 1931. 

ri:K:^iis,sK.x TO l*(esT\L Resfkvi: (’i.khks to ArrKAK Fe>i: (’onfiiimation 

Kxami\atu»x. 

731. -Mr. S. G. Jog : Will (lovernmenl he pleas(‘d to state whether 

under IIk* okl onler.s tlie r(‘S(‘rve ch‘rks in the Postal l>(*partm»*nt Aven* not 
allowed to ap]*ear for conlirmatifoi examination unless tliey liiid I'li- in one 
year seT’viee ? 

(h) An* GoAcrnmint awan* Miai in eases wiao’e telegraph training 
infervenv'd, it A\:ts «»milted am] the reserve clerk was allo\\(‘d to a)>]>e:ir oe.ly 
AAdirn he put in 31 nionlhs of serviec '! 

fe> Is it a i'aet that under the orders of ilie Dir(‘etor General, Posrs 
and Telegraphs, issne<l on tlie 12th September, 1!>:]3. a reserve ehrk can 
ay^pear even iii Iht* first Tiionth (»f hi^- appointment '! 

(fl) Will GoAormtunt he pleased to state Aviiether these oi-dem have 
been n»ade aiJpliealile retr(KSpt*eii\elA to tin* (‘xistitiir incuntbeiits avIio An re 
not, nmier the pre\’ious orders, permitted to ap]u*ar at' the (‘xamination 
befo re the eomyih tion of one year of their .service ? 

(i < Will Goveriiinent he pleased to state wlietlier ilie Director 
General lias received any r e present a lion.s from the officials eonee?Tied and 
the Service Association ? 

(/' If so. Avha^ is thf ntnnhrr of .sneh reprcsontatiim*^ and the dale 
of receipt (d’ the carlie.st a]ij)licatioii ? 

(f/; If these rei>n'sentMlions liave been delayed for over six months, 
arc Government i)rej)ared to cause the decision to he (*xpedited ? 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : (al Yes. 

f/j) The facts ijre substantially as stated by tlie Honourable ^Member. 

G*) Not as a general ndc, bnt in certain sjiecial circumstances tht* 
Head of a Postal (drclc is cmfn>wcrcd to allow a pn»bationary clerk to 
sit for the (‘xainination any time before tlie completion of 12 months. 

(r/) Yes. 

(f) Tile reply i.s in the negative if, as I gather, the Honourable 
Member refers to representations again.st the ehange in the order in 
#Mp^ct of the examination of official.s before the expiry of 12 months 
froffi the date of their apyiointments. 

(/) and G/). Do not ari.se in view of the ropiy to pilrf (c). 
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Absence of a Diuecjt Train between Delhi and Lucknow. 

732« *lVIr. M. Mas wood Ahmad : (ct) Is it a fact that there is no 
direct train between Delhi and Lucknow ? 

(6) Are Government aware that a Passeiij^er Train was in existence 
from Allaliahad to Deliii via Lucknow and Moradabad in the re'^iiue of the 
old Oiulli and Koliilkund Ilailivay and that it did afford a very "reat eon- 
venionefi lo the travelling' public / 11 so. what led to its b«*iii'^ disconti¬ 

nued ? 

(/ > Is ii a laet toat tin* pouple of Oiiuli nave Ixcu clamourin;/ for a 
yvvy lime for tliis conveniiuier beinp- "iv^'ii to th(‘m ? 

«d) Is it also a fact that tin* Last Indian KaiUvay authorities iia\».* 
always eon.sidered feet only from the eomm'-nial jjoint of vit.*\v and 

not the eouv<*nicriee of the trav-dlin" [>id>lic 

'* ) Ai-e (.(»vernjnoni awai*»* that rho Im])erial Lily of itfdlii is eon- 
iMM'ted by diiecf irain ^ witii all tie* im]M)!*Kin^ citi' s fif Iieii * -x •'■pi 
Luekimv. V.jdc!) j- lioi oi'ly t)»<- of ih,* t’nit*d Provinces <.o.e''Tniuent 

but also a Mosi imi'orlaut town in Pj»p*r Imiia : 

(/ 1)<» (loverniiM ill lu’opoe to coiisid^w the doxirability (»f drawing; the 

att<'Htioii of tl*e l^a'st Imijan Pail way authoriii*'s to tl'is in'*')[■l^ enience to 
Mu* p'llilic V,ilh viev’ io inti'odneiiu:' a fli»'oei triiiu l»et\v(M-n D'diii and 
Ijiekmw-, «»r il' that is not possible Iw divertiiiu^ on,* of the three E vpi'i's^es 
Lit present lunniiijr b’iw(''*n 'div-liuNarai an i Delhi via Luekn nv and 
Mo!'f;dj,bad lo ])elhi V 

Mr. P. R. Rau : 'oj Yes. 

'/> • It is nnd<'rsto<»d tJiat lM‘foi*e the amalgamation <if the niidli and 
Koliilkund and East hallan K'lihvav'' a jaisvr.oer Train did run hetweou 
Allaliahad and l>**lld rl,r lunknow and !\lor;:da)(;: 1. but ii w.-.s di^roii- 
tiniied wlirii it wa'' buind that the number of passtuijrers for Delhi was 
ina<le(pia1o. 

(<■' K'']»n*senlat iop.N hav»* b**en mad** from Tim<‘ to time for a 
tlirouLi’li s<Tviee bftw'-'ii I.ueknow and Delhi, and in res])on-e to such 
repiM'sentat ions iij'per and I<»\ver elas> throuirii earriano.s liavo been run 
• •.xperimeiiialU' on trains belw**,*)i Lneknow ami Delhi. In The en-so of 
lower class, the eontinnanee of thronirli earriaiie was found ]»y censuses 
to be un.justified. The up]>er class carriage still continues to run. 

(rD The eoinmereial point of viow doe< not exeliuh* eonsideration 
of the eonA’enionee of the travelliiuj: ]niblie. 

G ) Tf my Honourable frieml will t(*ll me what In* considers to he 
the important cities of India. I shall be in a position to privi* him a 
reply. 

(f) Tin* East Indian Railway authorities will, 1 have no doubt, boar 
tliis sufJTirestion in mind in ease oirenmsianees justify it. but diverting 
one of the three Ex])resses as sujrjresled by the Honourable prentlem»nu 
will only result in inconvenience to some other section of the travellinj? 
public. 



1106 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


L7th Sept. 1933. 


Non-Ueservation of a Compartment for Ladies in tue Light Trains 

RUNNING BETWEEN BaREILLY JUNCTION AND PiLlUIllT ON THE RoillL- 

KUND AND KuMAON RAILWAY. 

733. *Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : (a) Are OoveiTimcnt aware that 
there is do coiiipartiiient reserved for the exclusive use of females in 
the Li'ziit trains running between Bareilly Juiietioii and Pilibhit on the 
Itoliilkund and Kuninon Railway ! 

1 ./)) Are Govornnienl aware tliat it is laid dawn in section G1 of the 
iiulian Railways Act, 1890, that “ every Raihvay Administration shall, in 
erery train earryiuo- jMsseinrers, reserve for llie exclusive use of females 
om- coHijOaTinietit at least ol tin* lowest class of earriajie forniiuLr part (‘f the 
train / 

•o' II' tile replies to i)arfs ia- and [b) abovi be in tin* alYirinative, 
wnar a(*li(»n do (iovernment tn-opos. to lake a.Liain>l the Railway Admini¬ 
stration for this breaeli of tlie provisions of the Indian liailways Act ? 

1(1) Do Covernmeiit })ro])osc to hrin»“ this to the notici* of tlie Aorent, 
Roliiikiind and Knntaoii Iddiw iy. uitli i ^ i/w pi-fo idr at lea-t a v(*ry 
sinall coinjjaianient foi* frnnale'- in tlnvse trains 

Mr. P. R. Rau : I iindei’siand tin* Ajj'^nt, Itoliilkund and 

Kiimaon Raihvay, that Li^ht train> X(.s. lo I’p ainl Ki I)(.\vii rimnin-: 
ljctw'e(‘ii Bareilly aiul I’idbhit were nririnally I'lm <'\pe:MiiientallN’, arni 
accordingly structural altcratiolI^ were noi made to providt* a fully 
])artitioiied conipartiu(‘iit for femah*s. but bf>aid> reseiwiiijr conipartiiients 
for females w<*n* aftixed to the stock. Ib p’ports further that before 
notice of this (juestion was reecived, orders h;;d het*ii i.ssiu'd by liini to 
provide /• fully jiarritiored compartment foi- females. 

Tkaimno is CoMMEie iAi. Kniuxeeiun'o in Amkiuca. 

734. "Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : U/ ' Will Gov(‘rnment b^* phrased to 
state wlieiher tliey ar(‘ aware that in America special traiidiiir in Com¬ 
mercial fuudneerin" is irn]nirtefl ? 

7') Will (Government be ])leased to .sta.te if Tlir‘re i.s any (’oinni(‘reial 
Einriueei- eiiij)loyed in any of tlie worksliops of the Indian Stat“ Rail- 

WJ!\S ! 

Mr. P. R. Rail : («) Government liave no information. 

(it) Xot that 1 am aware c»f. So far as f kmnv, an En^iiUMT who 
s])eeializes on the sales side* cd’ an Eiierineerinjr firm is tennc^l a (’om- 
mereial Eiurineer. Railway wc)rkshops. do unt produce* any article*' for 
sale. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : Way l take it tiiat at ]n*osent there* is no 
.such man in the workshop of any State Railway .' 

Mr. P. R. Ran : That is Avhat T was euide*ave»urin" to eonvew. 

Commt'xal ro>TnosTriON of Gazetti-td Staff f)N the Multan Dtihrion 
OF THE North Western Railway. 

735. *Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : fa) Ts it a fact that the President, 
MiLslirn Railway Employees Association, addressed flu* Aj'cnt, North 
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Western Kailway, the Railway Board and the Railway Member on the sub¬ 
ject of an enquiry into tiie ^.1ato of affairs i>revailing in the Multan Division 
of the North Westeim Railway V 

(b) if the rtqdy to part (a) be in the affirmative, will Government be 
|Je? s«.*d to state wlMdher tlie communal re presentation in dilferent Divisions 
of the North Western Railway, as far as gazetted officers’ ranks are con¬ 
cerned, is in such a way that in some Divisions all the gazetted officers are 
non-Muslims ? 

(r; Will Govc-riinient be pleased to state the communal composition 
of the gazetted officers' rank.s of the Multan Division of the North Western 
Railway / 

'f/j Do Government ]•^opose to arrange the posting of gazetted officers 
ill sucii a way tlial any om* community may not preponderate, as far as 
praeliealile, on any one Division of a Ilailway ? 

Mr. P. R. Ran : (o) (lovernmcjit have not received any such 

representation. 

lb). (/•) and f^/). fiovej‘nment iiavc no information as to the 
presmit communal c('mp<Kitioii of irazetted officers in the Multan or aiiv 
other Division cl the \(»rth Western Railway which mii^t vary from 
tii!ie to time, and ''ain^ol aeeept the pruposiiimi that the jipsting of 
gazetted offici ?’s should he fix“/] on ;i eoniujnnal basis. 

AusRNrE OF Electei:) ^Iemijers in the New Delhi Municipal Committee 

736. ’Mr. S. G. Jog : (a) Is it i\ faet that th(‘ miiniciTod committee, 
Ni‘W D« Ilii, has lud got a single elect^sl municipal coiiimis>'ionev 

■ it ’ If tle‘ i-cply to part <n » he in the affirmative, why is the New Delhi 
public deni<*d the right of n'presentati'm in the munici]>al committee as 
any public clsewlnre in liriii'^h India 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai • With yonr ptu-miNsion. Sir. 1 sliall answer ques¬ 
tions Xos. 7‘lh and 7.".-^ together. New D»‘lhi has a munieipal committc''. 
in wliicli noii-otllii'ial members are incliiih*fl. Fnr tin* reasais e.xplaiimd 
in the reply giv'*n to part of Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh's starred nucN- 
tion No. 67 on th.c 6th September. PkkJ. Government representatives an* 
in a majority. 

EdUCATIO.N.M. (^lU.M.tneATIONS OF NoN-OfFICIAL NOMINATED MeMDEEj? OF 

TiiF New Dkliti IMunutpal Committee. 

737. 'Mr. S. G. Jog : Will Government please stati' the educa¬ 

tional ({Ualifications of tlie few non-official nominated mend^iM-s of the 
New r<»'lhl iminiei]ial eommittee ? Is it a faet that amongst tbosf* members 
there are si^nie who are illiterate or verA’ poorly edueated ? 

{})) If so. bow do they disebarge tbeir responsibilities as municijuil 
commissioners ? 

(c) Are Government auare that the New Dellii public is n^presciited 
by men more than t>S p<*r e<*nt. of whom are highly educated 

M. G. S, Bajpai : GG 1 lay on the table a statement which gives 
the information asked for in the first part of the TTonourahle ?.lemi»er’s 
question. The answer to the second part is in the negatiA^'e. 
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(b) Does not arise. 

(c) I rejrret that I have been unable to follow the Honourable 
Member \s quest ion. 


Statenunt {thowing the educational (luaUfi eat ions of the non-official nominated members 
of flu X( u' Pelhi Municipal Committee. 

i. ]\Ir. r. G. Hlonitield, IMi.f.H.A., r.S.I., ArL-liittvl, 

1*. Sarilar Baliailiir JSoblia iSinjjh—iti'ad up to F. A. 
it. L. Jagdish IVrshad—Hoad up to Matrit* i^taiidard. 

•]. Kliaii Saliih Akhar Ali—rossoss*‘s !ho alnlitv of a Miiuslii Fazil. 


Extension of tiii: pRiviiii>;i;s of the Lo(\\l Self-(1overnment to New 

Deliu 

t738. ^'Mr. S. G. Jog : u/) Wliy ilo rioveriimeut noi exieml tlu; proper 
privileges of the local self-governnient to the Xew Delia ])ublie 

) Do DoveniiiuMit i)r(»p(>se to arrange for tlu* aileipiale J*t presenta¬ 
tion I'f :he ])ul)Iie in the New Drihi municipal eommittre thi-ougli ]>roper 
elections 


Siioi's ON Baird Road. Xiav Delhi 

739. '^Mr. S. G. Jog : in) Is it a fact tiiat the Delhi DovernimTiT 
possess a number of shops on Baiiai Road, Nt‘W Delhi, wliicdi are b<‘ing 
managed through the New Ilellii municipal eoinmitt«*e and tha! practically 
all of tliem a.re lyijig vacant for the last year or so ! 

H), Are (Jov(U’imiejit a\\are that all the sliopkeepf‘rs vho w(‘i‘e doing 
l)usine?s tlifM’c for the last so nmny years have shifted to othei- juncfjte s’bo])s 
in the same locality 

f'c) Tlav** Bovei-ninent tuiqiiired what h'd them t** vacat * the (lovern- 
meiit siiojn: ? 

(fJ; Is ii a fact that they sent a number of f-presentatious to tlu? nuini- 
cip;:l conimilte<* bef«>re vacatiiur the slnqis ! If so, will (ioverjunent jtlcase 
state what their grievances wen.' and vhy no lieed was paid to them ? 

(e) Ts it a fact that the mimieijad committee ofYicials disconnected 
electric points in those shops ? Will rjovornment ph*ase slate why these 
points were disconnected ? Were these points in existence for tlm last 
several years and are all the shoj)s separately metered ? 

(/) If the facts mentioned in part (e.) be trin*, taking into con¬ 
sideration the great financial loss to the municipal committee, are Gov¬ 
ernment i)rej)ar<*d to see that the grievances of the ])resent occupants of 
Government shops are redressed and the rent of shops adeijuately reduced 
to attract new hiisinessmen to occupy those shoy)S ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : ia) In 192r) Government trausferrt*d ten shops 
on tJie Baird Road, New Delhi, to the New Delld .Muniei])al Goniniittee, 
and since then, they are being managed hy t!ic ^Municipality. All the shops 
were occupied up to the 31st October, 1932. 


tFor answer to tins, question, see answer to question No. 736. 
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{b) and (c). As a result of the construction of some private shops 
on tlie Ihiird Koad which provide better and cheai)er accommodation, seven 
Munieij)aJ shops wen* vacated on or after the 31st Oetob<*r, 1932. Two 
of these seven shops have a^ain been occupied and it is hoped before the 
winter season sets in all the shoi)s will be rented. 

(d) The shop-keepers jnade re]>resentatjons for reilucliou uf rent on 
account of slump in the market. Ih-evious tf) the 1st ()et<»ber, 1932, the 
rent of each sho}) used to he Rs. 68-S-O per mensem Jess 20 p<*r cent, if paid 
before the lOth of each monlfi, but from that date it was reduced to Rs. 55 
per mensem loss 10 per e(‘ni. if paid by th«* fixed date. With effect from 
tht‘ 1st Jun«‘, lft33, the rent of ea<*h shop Avas fin*1her rtsluced to Rs. 45 
tier nieiisriii less 10 per cent, if ])aid by the fixed date. 

I Kaeh sli(u» l-^^ separate water and electric meter. The illej^al 
ami unauthorised extensions of electric points made by some of the shop¬ 
keepers were reimived by the Klectrical Knjrineer but there Avas no forcible 
disconneef ion. 

(fi I Would invite tlie Honourable Member's attention to tlie ansAver 
I liaA'e iriven to part 0 /1 of this question. 

i*nn FtAsi: r>F 1 *i:thoi. iiy tju: Xkav Delhi if.m. (‘u.mmittei:. 

740. Mr. S. G. Jog : Ts it a fact that tlie Xcav Delhi miinici|>al eom- 

mitte.- perellase^ all its supply of tietrol for Health Di*{»arlmcnt lorries 
fr<e;, a cei’tain municipal (‘oiumissioner 

(/>': Did they call fte* leuiicrs before ^ivinj^ the contract To the muni- 
<*ip<d ^•uln)nissioner if not, why not .* 

f ) .\re (invermmMil e\\a:e that the supply of pt*trui can i>e liad at 
ell Mper letes i'l-. in otle-r petrol dealers 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai • Hmpiirit's have been made ami the information 
Avill In* fii]‘nish"d to the House in dm* eour.s»‘. 

iNiqi'AMTV l.\ Tin; DlSTKllU TION OF IlmilEK PosTS IN THE RaILAV.V'/ 

ri.EAuiNG xV(’rorNTs < )ffut:. 

711. Mr. B. N. Misra : (a» Is it a faet that in the Ihiihvay (Rearing 
Accounts Office till* slalf transferred from the Xorth Western IlaihATiy are 
having'' a lion's share in the upper ‘Trade posts at the eost of die staff 
traiisl. rri d from other Railways, and. if .so, AAill (iovevnnient be plea.sed to 
stati- the reasons for the same 

(/, ) Are Hovernmeiit aware that this ineipialily in the .listrihution of 
higher posts Avas eleai-ly brought to the notice of the comndttee appointed 
hy tin* Ihiilway Hoard to fix the seniority of the staff of the Raihvay (’lear- 
iiUT Aceoiinis Ofhei*, ami that eomniittee recommended that in the ease of 
future* promotions, at least, sp(*eial consideration should be given to the non- 
Xortli Wi’stern Raihvay men. ewn if these men are not teehineally the 
seniormost ? 

(r) Will (fOA'crnment he ph*n.sed to state Avhetlior any fielion lias been 
taken on the above rf*eommendMtion and if not, why not ? 

(d) Will Ooveriirnent Ik* pleased to lay on the table a comparative 
statement .shoAving the position of all siih-heads and class I clerks transfer- 
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red from llie railways as on 1st April, 1929, when the office was made per- 
manein, and at present ? 

(r) A IT Government prepared to take any action that may be necessary 
to S(;e tliai the above iiieijuality is set right in future ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : 1 am making enquiries and shall lay a reply on 
the table in due course. 

t742.* 


Troubles in I^Ialdiv Islands. 

743. *Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : (a) Will Government be pleased 
to make a statement about the trouble in Maldiv ? 

(/;) Is it a fact that martial law has been proclaimed in the Maldiv 
Islands as tlie result of trouble between the Maldivian Government and 
the Borah trading cwnmunity ? 

(c) How many Indians have been deported by the Maldivian Govern¬ 
ment ? 

(d) What steps have been taken by Government to help the Indians ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : Government have no information, but are making 
enquiries. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : Have Ciovenimenl s(‘t‘n long artieb-s in 
th(‘ ])apel's about this matter 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : The positidu is that (J jvcrnment's atlimtion has 
been rlrawu to tliesc* disturbances only from reports in m‘wspapers. 
They liave liad no direct eomnnmieati( 0 ) with ih(‘ Maldivian Govern¬ 
ment 'wliieli hapjjcns to be under the j»rott‘e1ion of tin* Gnv(‘rnment of 
Ceylon. Tl!(‘ only thinir \V(‘ eonld da was to eommunicale with the 
GoveniimMit of Ceylon and asl: fur a nqiort wliieli ha.s nut y(‘t iven 
reeeivod. 


Tu’KI’t Gjii:rKi.\(i S(uiEMns ON THE North Western Ii.\ii.wav. 

744. "Bhaikh Sadiq Hasan : (a) Is it a fact that prior to the aboli¬ 
tion of tlie Travelling Ticket Examiners cadre thorp were two classes of 
stall desigiiatV'd as Travelling Ticket Examiners and Special Tick(*t 
Examiner ('Flying Squads) ei.iployed on the North West(*rn Railway for 
eho('king tickets in trains and at stations ? 

G>) If so. is it true that TraA^elling Ticket Examiners seheme was a 
perjnnnent one. whereas Spoeial Ticket Examiners scheme introduced in 
192G was a trial ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : (a) Yes. 

(h) No scheme of ticket checking can be considered permanent and 
not liabl(‘ to change as circumstances m^cessitale. T am not sure when 
the SptH‘ial Tieket Hxaminers scheme was inirodueed. but if my 
Honourable friend's information is correct it shows that having 
survived for seven years it has ceased to be an ex[)erimeTit. 

tThis question was disallowefl hy the Tlonoiirahle the Presifleiit under rule 7 of ilie 
Indian Legislative Rules. 
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Organization and Control op Travelling Ticket Examiners on the 
North Western Railway. 

745. *81iaikh Sadiq Hasan : (a) Is it a fact that Travelling Ticket 
Examiners were formerly under Audit, but in 1928 were transferred to 
Traffic under Divisional Commercial Officers V 

(/f) Tf .so, is it a fact that the Administration jdaced both the Travel- 
lihg I’icket Examiners and Si)e(iial Ticket Examiners under the sui)ervision 
of one Incharge, and consequently reverted all temi)orary Head ISpecial 
Ticket Exiiniin(*rs, then designated as liisj)ectors, Flying Squads, in all the 
l)ivisions with the exception of Miiltiin Division ? 

(r) Is it a fact that in the Multan Division Sardar Bhagat Singh, a 
retired military pensioner aiirl a permanent watch and ward 
Ins]a*(flor on Rs. 140 p, m.. was retained on Rs. 140 p/us Rs. 110, 
whereas Messrs. Midford, Bhagat liam, Z. A. Chistty, Ajwani and 
Ilanderson were nwerted ? If so, why ? 

(f/) Will (Jovernmeiit pl(‘ase state the reasons for the retention of two 
Head Special Tic.k(‘t Examiners in the Multan Division ! Is it a fact tliat 
in that I)i\isi(m tln‘ mimher of Special Ticket Examijier.s is less iha)) in 
Dellii, or Lahore, oi* liawalpindl or Karaidii. and that in the Delhi Division, 
the stnngfh was 10 Sp^'cial Ticket hLxaiiiiners, and the Head Special 
Ticket Exainimn*, has been in the grade of Rs. loO—10—100 V 

Mr. P. R. Rau : (a) Presumahly my Honourable friend is referr¬ 
ing t(» the N<»rth West(n’!» Uailway. If so. tin* sialenumi is et»ri*ect. 

(/)L L'' and (d<, (JoveT-nment hav(* no information. These matiers 
are entirely within tin* eompetenee of tin* Ag(Mit to wlnnn a copy of 
th<‘sc fpn^stions has hctni sent. 

J\*i:i>i'rTi()N OF Tin: (Irahk of Head Speoiai. Ti(’ki:t Examixkr at 
Ffhozkpoiu:, Xoi -th Wi>;terk Kai:.v'ay. 

746. "Shaikh Sadiq Hasan : Is it a faet that the of Head 

Sf^ecial Ti"k'et Examiners, irrade V. at Eerozoporc. W«‘M»*rn 

Railway, was rodneed to grade IV as an et on.)niii'.jl 

(/>) Is it a fact that grade V has again been sanctioned ? If so, 
why / 

Mr. P. R. Rau : Government have no information. 

Extensions given to Opfioials with Thirty Years’ Servkt in the 
Pun.tab Portal Circle Office. 

747. ‘'^Shaikh Sadiq Hasan : (o) Is it a fact that selection grade 
as well as lime-seale officials witii thirty years* qualifying service have been 
ordered to be sent on i)ensioTi umler the retrenchment scheme ? 

(6) Is it a fact that in the Punjab Postal Circle Office extensions of 
service are being granted to offieiiils in selection grade, irn^spective of these 
orders ? 

(r) If so, what steps do Govormnent propose to take to stop this 
procedure ? 
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The Honoyvahle Fraiih Hoyea *. (a) Nq euch absolute onder 
been issued, but the retreuchmeut of oi^cials of over thirty years 
service is permissible. 

(b) and (c). Government have no precise inforiuatiou. 
Honourable Member is, however, referred to the reply rIyW to 
lyir. P. G. Reddi’s starred question No. 767 in this House on the zfetli 
September, 1932. 

Selection op Special Glass Apprentices for the Superior Revenue 
Establishment of State Railways. 

748. ^Shaikh Sadiq Hasan : (a) How many Muslims have been 
selected each year as Special Class apprentices by the Public Services Com¬ 
mission for the Superior Revenue Establishment of the Indian Stale Rail¬ 
ways since the recruitment started in 1927 y And wliat was the totfil 
number of admissions i 

(b) What is the total number of these ap})rentices under trainin^f in 
England and how many of them are Muslims ? 

(c) What is tile total number of the apprentices at present at Jamal- 
piir, and how many of them art Muslims ? 

(d) WJiat is the total number of otricers of tlio SuptTior Revenue 
Establishment of the Indian Stale Railways, in each of the transportation 
and i^ower mec'lianieal lines, and how many of tiiein arc Muslims ? 

(e) What measures do GtA-ernraeiil propose to adopt to remove tiiia 
old-standing grievance of the ^luslim community regarding their paucity 
in the Superior Railway Services ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : [a) Tlie total number of apprentices s(‘I(‘cted has 
been 60, of whom 33 are Hindus, 11 Muslims, nine Anglo-Imlians, three 
Indian Clirislians and four belong to other eoinimmitics. 

(6) The first hatch, consisting of one Hindu, one Muslim, one Anglo- 
Indian and one Indian Christian, has completed training in tin* Pniled 
Kingdom and been ap])ointed to the service. Inhere are 17 apprentices 
under training at present : of these;, 10 are Hindus, four are Musitms, 
eight Indian ('hristiaiis and one belongs to other eomiriunities. In 
addition, three have been granted seholarships as a K])e(*ial case. Of 
these two liappen to be Hindus and one Muslim. 

(r) The total number of apprentices at present at Jaraal])ur is 37, 
of whom 17 are Hmdus, three Muslims, five Anglo-Indians and two 
belong to other eomrnunilies. 

(d) r would refer my Honourable friend to Aj)pendix V of Volume 
I of Report by the Railway Hoard on Indian Railways for 1931-32. 

(c) Government have in making scleelions followed the policy of 
reserving one-third of the vacancies for recruitment from among the 
minority communities. 

Tot AT i Value of Imports and Exports op India. 

749. *Lala Rameshwar Prasad Bagla : (a) Will Government please 
.>tate the total value of imports and exports of India for tlie year 1932-33 f 
Will Government please exclude from the export figures the value of gold 
and silver exiiorted during the period ? 
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(b) Are Government aware that there has been a continnons fall in 
the value of total exports and an increase in the total imports of India I * * 

(r) Will Goveriiiiient please state what action, if any, they have 
taken, or propose to take, in order to increase the exports and decrease the 
imports ? 

(d) If Government have taken any action in this connection, will they 
please in Form this House to what dejrree their eflPorts have been succea^ful t 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : (a) The Honourable Member is 
referred to the Accounts relatiiif? to the Seaborne Trade and Navip^a- 
tion of British India for March, 1933, a copy of which is in the 
Library. 

(b) No. 

(r) and (d). The necessity for any specific action has not arisen. 

Sale of Silver to Great Britain. 

750. ’’^Lala Rameshwar Prasad Bagla : (a) Are Government aware 
that there has been j^reat resentment amonirst the public in general and 
the eomniereial eommiiiiity in p irlieular in regard to their attitude in 
matter of recent sale of .silver to Great Britain ? 

(h) Is it a fact that America lias aece})ted the payment from Great 
Britain of 10 uiillioii dollars in silver at o() cents per ounce in respect of 
War Debt ? 

(r) Is it a fact th«Mt Government sold silver to Great Britain at 32.5 
cents jxT ounce when the market value of silver was 36.5 cents per ounce f 

(d) Do Government realise that th^y have put India to a heavy loss 
by the above transaction '/ 

(f) Arc Govemment aware that Great Britain has gained 17.5 cents 
per ounce at the expense of India t 

if) Will GovM'rnment ph‘ase .state if they knew that the object of 
America in fixing the price of silver at bO cents per ounce was simply to 
raise the price of silver • 

ig) Is it a fact that Government actually stood in the way of a rise 

in the price of silver ? ' 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : For general information on 
this f|uestion the attention of the Honourabb* Member is invited to the 
replies giv(*n to starred (piestion Xo. 89 asked by Seth Jlaji Abdoola 
TTaroon on the 28th of August and supplementary cpiestions thereto. 

T would supplement this with the following answers to specific 
parts of the question : 

(a), (c), id), if) and ((/). No. 

(h: Yes. 

(/) This is a matter of opinion. 

L253LAD b8 
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Introduction of Intermediate Class Accommodation on tiie South 

Indian liAiLWAY. 

761. *Mr. K. P. Thampan : (a) Will Government be pleased to 
state whether : 

(i) the Mangalore and Palghat Municipalities urged on the 
South Indian Kailway to introduce intermediate class accom¬ 
modation on the broad gauge ; 

(it) the Locid Advisory- Committee also recommended and pressed 
for the same ; 

(m) they are aware that the public have been agitating for a 
number of years for its introduction ; and 

(nO the Itailway has refused to comply with this popular demand ? 

(h) Are Covernmeiit prei)ared to direct the South Indian Railway 
authorities lo introduce iiitciTnediate chuss accommodation on the broad 
gauge V 

Mr. P. R. Ran : 1 am makiiiii' enquiries t'rcnn the South Indian 
Railway Administration and shall lay a reply on the tabh* in due 
course. 

Provision of Fans in Third Class Cakhiacjes on ItAiLWAvs. 

7ol3. *^Mr. K. P. Thampan ; Will Government be pleased to state j 

[a) if they have circularised all Railways on tin* question of provid¬ 
ing fans in third class carriages ; 

(h) what rejdies were received from the various Administrations ; 

(c) what further action they propose to take in the matter ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : (a) No. 

(h) -Does not arise. 

(r) XoTK*. Tlie eost is prohibitive. 

Mr. K. P. Thampan : Have they tried it in any of the Railways V 

Mr. P. R. Rau : Xo, Sir ; ihe eost is prohibitive. 

lv( REi\sE OF Free LT'OCacje Allowanc^e on Hill Sei’Tions. 

763. '"Mr. K. P. Thampan : {a) Will Government be pleased to 
state if it is a fact that : 

(i) the free luggage allowance on hill sections (like the Nilgiris 

section) used to be half of that on the plains ; 

(ii) although the free allowance of luggage has been r(!cently raised 

on the plains, it has not been correspondingly raised on the 
hills ? 

(h) Do Government propose to direct that the free allowance on 
hills be correspondingly raised ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : (») The free luggage allowanee on hill sections is 
not uniform. On the Nilgiris section it has not been changed recently ; 
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it has boon If) and 7J soors for upj)er and lower classes, respectively, 
for some time. On the Kalka Simla section, I understand, the free 
allowance is the same as in the plains, and was raised in December, 
.1929, aloiif? with the free allowance in the plains. 

(h) I am forwarding a copy of this question to the Afrent of the 
South Indian Hail way, for considorinp; the suggestion mado. 

DisrnAiau-: of MAoiiAs and SorTUEUN Mauratta Railway Employees 
('()N sii)inu-:i) IVIedk’ally Unfit for One Class or Group. 

7r)4. *Mr. K. P. Thampan : (a) Will Government be jdeasod to state 
whether, with reference to the answer to my starred question No. 606 of 
2nd March. ]9.‘{:}, they have since heard from the Agent of the Madras and 
Southern Mahratta Railway on the subject of the discharge of employee* 
considered medically Jinfit for on.* clas< or gr.>up and wh-dhcr thry can 
make a statement regarding it now ? 

(h) Are G(>vernment fu-epared to dir‘ct that (miployees should not 
diseharged in contravention of the Railway Board’s orders on the 
suliject ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : (f/ ) Gov^*rnmeut o'ntained a r<*port from the Agent 
of t.he ^Madras and Sruithern .Mahratta Railway on the particular case 
referred to hy the Ilonnurable M(nnh»’r. and after examining all the cireuin- 
fitanees .".aw no rt'ason f«> interfere with tin* discretion rd’ the Madras and 
Southern Mahratta Railway, which is a Conipany-nuiuag(‘d Railway, in 
dealing with its own s»Tvanls. 

(h ) As I have inf(n*m<‘d my llomUfrable fri(n»d in reply to Ids rpie'^- 
linn \o. 1222 of the l.^t Xoveinber, 19‘»2. the ])rinciple of the recommendat Mm 
of th(^ Royal ronnnission on Labour was in conformity with orders already 
in foiM'c. < lovei’Dinent have already in.^trineed State-mauaced Railways 
and invitetl (’oiupany-niaiiaged I>aihvays to continue to follow that 
princif>le. TIkw do not consider any fui’lhcr aeli<ni is necessiiry. 

Arth \.i ENTITLED “ MoNSTiiovs " IN THE Rnihvdif M ( fiidziur . 

755. '-Mr. K. P, Thampan: (n) lias the attention of iloveniiiient 
been tirawii to tie* artieh- entitled “ Monstrous ” at page 128 of the Indian 
Itaihraa M(Hia::in4 in its js<ue of May, 19:18 

(?>> Have (ioveriimci.t taken any action against the Bengal and 
Nortli Western Railway Administration under section 98 of the Railways 
Act V If not, why not I 

Mr. P. R. Rau : Yes. 

(/' I 1 iiave called for information from the Bengal and Xorth Western 
liiiilway ill retjard to the allegations made in the article in question, and 
will lay a irply on the table in due course. 

IviTnuTioN itv FreKiHt ILvtes UN Indian Railways. 

756. *Mr. K. P. Thampan : (a) Has the attention of Government 
been drawn to the article entitb^d ‘ Kilting freight charges ’ at page 131 
of the Indian Paihvay Magazine in its issue for May, 1933 ? 

(h) Are Government prci)kred to consider the question of a general 
reduction ol freight rates tlirough the Railway Rates Advisory Committee T 



UtijllSIATIVi: ASSXltBLY. 


[7th Sept. 1933. 


Hne 


Mr. P. B. Ban : (a) Yes. 

{!)) Bailway Administrations hare been examining individually locid 
rates with the object of improving their earnings, and have in many cases 
quoted reduced rates where it appeared likely to result in improved traffic. 
Government consider that, in view of the present financial position of 
Eailways, this is a particularly inopportune moment for embarking on a 
general revision. 

Post of Personnel Officer on the Madras and Southern Matira'ita 

Railway. 

757. *Mr. K. P. Thampan : (a) Will Government be pleased to 
atatc whether, with reference to the answer to my starred question No. 607 
of 2nd March, 1933, it is proposed to continue or abolish the post of 
Personnel Officer on the JMadras and Southern MaJiratta Railway V 

(h) Will Government be pleased to state if there has been a single 
case during the last three years where the Personnel Officer has interfered 
with the decision of the Chief Transportation Superintendent ? 

Mr. P. B. Bau ; (a) The post is still on a temporary basis, and its 
duration has since been extended till the 31st March, 1934. If it is decided 
to continue it thereafter, and to make it permanent, the matter will be j)Iaced 
before the Standing Finance Committee for Railways. 

(h) Government have no information. 

Discharge of Mr. G. Krisiinamuktih, Generai^ Secretary of the Madras 
AND Southern Maiiratta IIailway Employees^ I'nion. 

758. *Mr. K. P. Thampan : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) If it is a fact that Mr. G. Krishnamurthi, the General Secretary 
of the Madras and Southern Mahratta Railway Employed' 
Union was discharged by that Railway Administration on the 
sole ground that no employee should be the Secretar}’’ of 
the Union ; 

(h) whether they approve of the principle involved in part (a) 
above ? If not, whether they are prepared to direct the 
Madras and Southern Mahratta Railway authorities to re¬ 
instate Mr. G. Krishnamurthi ? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : Tim matter is under examina¬ 
tion and 1 am unable to say anything at present. 

Dibcharge of Employees of the Madras and Southern Mahratta 

Railway. 

759. *Mr. K. P. Thampan ; Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) how many employees of the Madras and Southern Mahratta 
Railway were discharged on grounds other than retrenchment 
in the years 1931 and 1932 ; 

(ft) how many of them had put in .service of more than 10 years ; 

(c) how many appeals addre.ssed to the Agent against orders of 
dii5(diarg:e were received in 1931 and 1932 and ia how many 
cas"^ were the appeals successful ; 
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(d) whether they are aware that there is a considerable volume of 
feeling that there is no security of service on the Madras 
and Southern Mahratta Railway ? 

Mr. P. K. Ran : Government have no information. 

Pi A VINO Cards imported into British India from Japan. 

760. *Mr. Jag:an Nath Aggarwal : (a) Are Government aware that 
the value of playing cards imported into British India from Japan during 
the last throe years has been as under : 



Rs. 

1930-31 

20,02.3 

1931-32 

28,219 

1932-33 

2,53,413 

April to June, 1933 

90,268 


showing that the import for the present j’^ear, if continued at the present 
rfite, will be somewhere in the nfighbourhood of Rs. 4,00,000 ? 

(/>) Have rhuerniiit nt loc>ked into tlie question how it is possible for 
Japan to under-sell in this line in the Indian market ? 

(r) Do Government propose to take any steps under the Safeguarding 
of Industries Act to av(‘rt this danger ? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Shore : (a) Yes. 

(/G and (r). (lovernmenj have received representations from certain 
playing card iiiannfacturers in India ascribing the low price of Japanese 
playing cards imported into India to the depreciation of the Yen and asking 
initr alia for protection under the Safeguarding of Industries Act 1933. 
These represent at ions are ikuv receiving coii.sideration. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : May 1 know if tliis question will also be 
discussed by the forthcoming Conference with the Japanese delegation ? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : Sir, all relevant matters will 
certainly ho considered at the Conference, and certainly the case of all 
industries which have asked Government to take action will be borne in 
mind during the course of those negotiations. 

Increase in the Import of Fruits and Vegetables from Foreton 

Countries. 

761. ♦Mr. Jagan Nath Aggarwal : (a) Are Government aware that 
the imi)ort of fruit and vegetables from foreign countries has increased 
very considerably of late ? 

(h) Are Government aware that the imports of fruits and vegetables 
from Japan have grown as under ? 


192S-29 

Fruits and vegetables frmn Japan, 

Hs. 

22,632 

1929-30 

.. .. .. .. 

30,129 

1930-31 

.. .. . • . • 

40,225 


*.. •. • • .. 

51,034 
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(c) Are Government aware that imports from the United States of 
America during the same period have increased as follows ? 

Frmh amd vegetables from the U. S. A. 

Rs. 

1928- 29 .. .. .. .. 8,793 

1929- 30 .. .. .. .. 56,202 

1930- 31 .. .. .. .. 2.75,097 

1931- 32 .. .. .. .. 4,95,010 

(d) Are Government aware that this im])(>rt of fruits a!id vegetables 
has seriously crippled the fruit induslrj" in this country in general and 
Kulu fruit industry in particular ? 

(e) Are Government aware that, before Kulu fruit can reach rail-liead, 
it ha’s to traverse a loTisr distaiice by road and has to i>ay tolls to the ^landi 
Stale and then ])ostal charges for reaching i)orts and other stations ? 

(/) Do tJovorninent pro]K>sc to tiike steps to ])revent the ruin of the 
lUviian industry ? 

(r/) Are Government aware that postal charges form a considerable 
part of the price of fruit parceljs sent outside Kulu and the recent increase 
in postal rates has hit the industry hard ? 

(h^ Do Government pr(»posc» to keep the* pvot<‘etion of this industry 
in view when the cpiestion of a trade agreememt with- Japan is btdng 
examined at the forthccmiing conference? ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : (a) Xo. On the other hand, the total value of 
fruits and vegetabb^s imported into India decroasc'd from Rs. m3 l.jklis in 
1929-30 to Rs. 134 lakhs in 1931-32. 

(h) Y(*s. 

(e' The figures cpioted by the Honourable Jlember relate* /o fresh 
fruits ami vegetables oiiI\-. 

(d), if) ami (h). Goveriimeni Ij.ivc* no figures showing the amount of 
fruit prod need in India and are, lherc*fore, unable to .say h(*w the local 
fruit industry li.-is been affected liy the inereasc^d iinpoiMs from flapae and 
t}.*e T’nitc'd Stales of America. Iintxu’ts from Japaii and tlu* ruined 
States of America already pay an ofl valorem duty of 30 per cent. 

A re])resentali(ui has been received recently from the Punjab Phamln'r 
of Commerce* for i)i'otcction to the fruit industry under the Safeguatciing of 
Industrie's Act, 1933. and is being considered. 

{() Yc*s. 

(O) Parcel jjostage rates wei-e increased in 1931, but the charge* for a 
parcel weighing six seers or more remained nnallcrcd. The fruit indiLstry 
in Kulu could, therefore, hardly be said to have been hit hard by the re¬ 
vised schedule. 

Mr. E. Studd : Is it not a fact, Sir, that the majority of this foreign 
fruit reaches the ports of India at a time when fruit from Kulu is not 
available in those places ? 

Mr? G. S. Bajpai : I do not think that that is true of all iaiports of 
fruit. >'Tt Certainly is true of fruit w^hich comes from Australia and 
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South Africa which, bcinjjr on the other side of the equator, have a 
different season for j)Hrticular varieties of fmit. 

Jagan Nath Aggarwal : Is it not a fact, Sir, that the foreign 
fruit is competing with Kulii fruit which has h)st ground in the ports of 
India ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : 1 would remind my IIononra])le friend of what I 
said in my reply tiiat (iov<*rnment have no figures showing the ainount 
of fruit ])rodueed in India, and are, 1h(‘refore, unable to say liow the 
local fruit industry has been atfeeted by tJiese inif)or1s. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Will the Ibmourable Member be please<l 
to obtain these figures ' 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : So far as 1 know, thesi* figures do not exist. 

Mr. Jagan Nath Aggarwal : May I inform the Tbmourabh* Member 
that, as a result of ll.e large increase in tin* import of foreign fruit and 
also on aeeon«it of the in<*r<‘ase in })ostal rat(‘s, the Knlu fruit industry 
has heon [)ra<‘t ieally killed ‘ 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : May I also rejuind tlie Honourable Member that 
1 stated in my reply tliat a r(‘pres(‘nt«»lion has }>e(‘ri reeeivj‘d from tlie 
Ihjnjah (’liamher of (’ominer(*e oj] the sii)>jeet, and it is heiinr considered t 

Mr. Vidya Sagar Pandya : An* (b^verniiuni aware that as a result 
of the large imp(»rt of foreign preserved fruit, tin* Government Jam 
Factory at ('o(»n\\(»or had t<» \u* closed down *! 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : I am afraid. Sir, T havt* no information about the 
Coonnoor dauj Factory. It i.s not a Goverinnent of India concern. 

MOTIOX Foil ADJorilNMENT. 

FoKFiaTrui: nv GovuiNMEVT of the Fnv Press ^hfurruil Defosi’i. 

Mr. President f'Flu* Honourable Sir shanmukham Ghetty; : ()rde.»*, 
order. I have received a notice from Kao Ikdiadur B. L. Hatil that Im 
l)ropo.ses K) ask for leave to make a motion for tin* adjournment of the 
husiijess of tin* House t(*day for the purpc)se of discussing a dclinite mailer 
of urgent public importance as follow.s : 

“ The I’ortViliiro umltT tin* I’ross At*t of Rs. 10,U(»n out of .u deposit of Its. un.OOO 
depositfd with tlu- (’hiof Posidoiuy .Magisfnit«'. Itonibuy, l.iy tlic Frtr Prcfis Joutnal 
Uff .s<*<‘ur'ly )»y the IJovoiiniMUil of Ihuubay on thv ground of publication ot two 
artii'Jc.'^ : 

1. “ Fn-edtjiii for .Vsi;i—cure f«tr the world’s ills ”, dulcd 0th .luly, 1033 ,* 
;iiid 

‘J. ** From tlic Watch Tower ”, dated .3111 August, lU.'iS 

Before I iiKpiire whether any Honourable ^lember lias any objection 
to the making of this motion, 1 nm.st know from the Honourable the Mover 
under wliat law thi.s foi-feitiire has been made. 

Rao Bahadur B. L. Patil fBoinbay Southern Division : Non-Muham¬ 
madan Kural) : Sir, my information is that the action taken by the Gov¬ 
ernment of Bombay is under the Press Act, being Act No. XXIII of 1981, 
ns amended by another Act of 1932. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shanmukham Chetty) : Does 
the Act, XXI ri of 1931, contain any provision enabling the aggrieved party 
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to refer to the Hif?h Court, and has the High Court power to redress the 
‘grievance after making an enquir}*^ ? 

®ao BahaduV B. L. Patil : 1 have got the Act in my hand. I feel 
that section 23 of that Act. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shanmukham Chetty) : The 
attention of the Chair lias been drawn to section -23 of the Act referred to 
by the Honourable the Mover under which this forfeiture has been made 
by the Bombay Government. According to section 23, the aggrieved 
party— 

“ ir/.;iy, within two nioiiflis from tlie <l:ito of hih'Ii onler, ajiply to tlio Uipfh Court for 
the local area in which such order was made, to set aside such order, and the High Court 
shall decide if the neAvspaper, hook or other document in respect of which the order 
w’as made did or did not contain any wonls, signs or visible representations of the nature 
described in section 4, sub section (./V” 

That clearly provides for a sort of ajipcal to the High Court, and has 
the Ilonourablo ^Member anything to say against the contention that in the 
light of section 23 this matter is io Ik‘ considered as s}fh judict ? 

Rao Bahadur B. L. Patil : Section 23 gives a right to the person 
aiTecte<l. but here the object of my motion is to discuss the ])olicy of the 
Government. T contend that the action taken by tlie Ihnnbay Govi'niment 
involves a policy. That policy is the action of the exceiitivt* in preference 
to 'judicial process, hi my opinion. Government can procet'd under the 
ordinary* law of the country, namely, the Indian Penal Code. This pleni¬ 
potentiary power to the (‘xeeiitive was invested by this hogislature t^xpressly 
on one ground, and that was the prevah*nc(‘ of the Civil Disobeduuice 
Movement in this countiw last year. Bven at the time when the Press 
(Emergency Powers) Act was passed, we were assurisl that Governmeni 
would not make it a cloak to sujiprcss the liberties of the Pre.s.s. hut would 
only use it wherever it was necessary to do so. Soon after, the (inlinances 
followed, and Grdinanee Xo. X of 1^32 gavi* imnienst* ])owers to the 
executive, and after that, immediat*'ly follo'sved the*('riminal Law Amend¬ 
ment Act which contains the very stringent yirovisions of the Ordinance’s. 
Now, as the C’ivil Disobedience ^loveinent has, even according tr> the 
opinion of Government themselves, died away, 1 submit tliat the necessity 
has passed away, and, tliercforc, it is necessary" for this Hou.s(‘ to consider 
whether Government are justified in jnirsuing the same ])olicy, wiiich I 
may call the repressive policy, of curtailing the liberties of the Press. 
Treedom of the Press is freedom of the people*. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shanmukham Chetty) ; Order, 
order. The Cliair understands that the Honourable Member wants lo 
discuss not tlie individual case of the forfeiture referred to in his notice, 
but the jioliey of the Government involved in that forfeiture. So far as 
the individual case is coneerned, in the light of .section 2ii of Act XXIII 
of 1931, since the matter is appealable, it must be considered as mb jvdi^Se 
and, as such, cannot be disciLSsed in this House. 

With regard to the reiiuest of the Honourable Member lo discuss the 
policy of the Government, I am afraid the Chair cannot allow an adjourn¬ 
ment motion on that point. The Bombay Government was administering 
an ordinary law of the land, and the‘policy of the Local Government or 
the Central Government, in administering a law of the land, is not a matter 
‘^f’urg^disy'witWh’the 'meaning of the'rules, -and as'such, the motion is not 




TEfE AtUESHIDABAD ESTATE ADMINISTRATION BILL. 

PRBSIZNf ATION OP 'PttB REPORT OP THE SELfiCT COMMIPEBB. 

Mr. B. J. Olancy (Political Secretary) : Sir, I beg to present the 
'Report of the Select Committee on the Bill to provide for the appointment 
of a Manager on behalf of the Secretary of State of the properties of the 
Nawab Bahadur of Murshidabad and to define the powers and duties of the 
Manager. 


STATEMENTS LAID ON THE TABLE. 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore fMem})er for Commerce and 
Railways) : Sir^, 1 lay on the table the information promised in reply 
to starred question No. 1025, asked hv Panrlit Ram Krinhan Jha, on the 
12th I)(*e<‘mber, 1J1:12. 


(’osT iN( TUiREr> nv Government on tfie Haulage, Travelling and other 
Allowances for the Nominated Members of the Lecuslative 

A.vSEMBLY. 

SiatempJit . 

* 102 :). 


Year. 

Delhi Session. 

Simla Session. 

June Session. 

November 

Session. 


JLs. A. 

Ks. A. 

Rs. A. 

Ks. A. 

1921 

42,173 8 

2S,tt56 7 



1922 

54,865 2 

24,521 8 



1923 

48.<W1 11 

24,917 1 



1924 

4'),316 10 

23,684 2 

16,976 13 


1925 

52,407 1 

27,153 2 



1926 

5(»,7(W JO 

19.335 14 



1927 

49,703 3 

24.483 4 



1928 

41,767 15 

19.478 10 

1 


1929 

48,324 5 

19,224 7 



193U 

45,396 13 

16,043 13 



1931 

47,100 6 

25.160 6 


20,418 '5 

1932 

51,602 12 

24,522 10 


83,062 9 


Figures collected from the travelling allowance bills as far aa available. 


(If21) 
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The Honourable Sir Harry Haig (Home Member) : Sir, 1 lay on the 
table : 

(i) tJic jjiformalion promised in reply to starred question No. 925 
askt'd by Mr. M. Maswood Alimad on the 27th March, 1933 ; 
and 

(ii) the inloniiation ]>ronused in reply to a supplementary queation 
to short notice question asked by Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad 
on the 22jid Auj>:iLst, 1933. 


Allegations in 1vE<jai{d to J^^nishjments, etc., jmeted out to 1*olitu;al 
I hiisoNEKs IN THE IIakiuuh (’entkal Jail. 

(a) ’S'es. 

(h} ;ijul (<*,). Till' lloii()ur;il lo .Mi'iiiLor is irforriMl to thu disriissioii wliicli tonk ]>l;u*.i* 
iu till* North Wi'sl I’routior J^roviiici' Lefiishilivt* C'ouui'il on Ahirrli lit), on Lho 

** Grniit for .hiils ;in<l Uonvii*! iSottlomoiits nuil also to tho Roport of tlio Oi^^ru•t 
Maps!rati- publishiil in a liazotlo Extraorilinarv isHUi-il l»v the Oovcnimont of tli>' Norlli 
We.st Frontier Proviin'i* on ^Manh llKL*:. 


Mr. (Lvxphj s Fast. 

A copy of the Press couinuiniqiie issued ])y the Oovernineiit of India 
on the IStli August, 1933, is laid on tlie table. 


ComrnunUjui, dtjftd the ISth August, 

Afti'i his arrf.sl (ni tlii' l.st Anou.st, at A]iiii<*dah;ul Mr. (lainlhi aiMrossod a iottor 
to tho Supi-rinti-iidi'iit of tlu* Aiinu.'dabiid ConlraJ J’rison in wliiih la* inado tla* following 
request : “ '\"on might know that bi'f(»r(* inv dist-hirgv, owing to mv fast, from thr- 
Yerv.'.ibi (Vntral Prison in May hast, J was ja-nnitti'd to do Jlarijan work ami theivaiii'iit 
to SOI- freely visitors iind oqimlly fri'cly to ri'eoive and .send li-tti'rs, to h;iv<‘ a tvj»i«t 
and to rei'eivt' ni'wsjiaja'rs, magaziiu's and other literature. I liojM- tiiat .1 would be 
given the same faeilities now. 1 may slate that a weekly fa*wH]Kq»er railed ** Ilarljau ” 
is issued at J’oona and it is neeess.'iry for me to send matter for the |)a])er and otherwise 
instruct the Krlitor.’’ On the Itli August, tifler his re arrest tit Pofuia conse juent 
upon Lis reJ'usal to obey the order ser\ed U]Km him, Mr, Ojimlhi re]>e{tte«I this reipiest 
remarking lhal liarijan work eonid not be interrujded exeept at the peril of his life, 
and ;i.ski(i for a ref)Jy by Monday tiie 7th August. He \\;is informed that the matter 
wa.s under eonsidi-FVition, luit that it was impossible for a deeisioii to be re.’iehed by the 
date s])ecifie<l. Suiiseijuently, on the '-'tii ami loth \ugiist. he addressed remlndevs to 
Government. 

On the ]4t.h August, Mr. Gaudhi forwarded the following letter to the Government 
of Bombjiy, “ It is now noon of Monday and I am yet Avithouf an answer to my 
request for resujiiptiou (>f Il.'jrijan work on the .same terms as before my fast. This 

request was first eonveye<l on the 1st iii.staiit from tho Central I’rison, .Mnnedabad, and 

ha.s sinee been thriee rej)eated- The .strain of deprivation of this work is t)eroniing 
unbearalde. If tlierefore f caimot have perinissiou by noon next Wednesday J niu.'it 
deny myself jill nourivshnient from th;it time, save water and salt. That is the only 
way J <*an fulfil my vow and also reliev** lUAself somewhjit of the str.’iin mentioned 
above. T do not w;int the snspi'Tision of nourjshmeiit in any way to net as pre.ssure 
on Govi'rnment. Life ceases to interest me if T may not do Jlarijan serviciJ without 
let or hindrance. .As i have made it clear in my previous correspondence, and as the 
Goveniment of India lias admitted, permission to render that service is implied in the 
Yervada Pact to wliich the Briti.sli Government is a. consi-iiting party in so far a.s its 
consent w'as necessary. Therefore T do indeed wrant the permission, but only if Govern¬ 
ment believe that justice demands it, and not because I ]>ropose to deprive myself of 
food, if it is not granted. That deprivation is intended purely for my consolation.” 

On tho 16th August Mr. Gandhi was informed that it had been decidod that be 

would be granted the following special facilities for purposes of work strictly confined 
to anti-untouchability. (1) To receive newspapers and periodicals, but not to bo 
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allowed interviewH for publieatiou in the press whether with press correspondents or 
others ; (2) to see not more than two visitors a day ; (3) to send instructions or 
contributions to the Editor of the “ Harijan three times a week, imd a limited 
number of h*tters to other correspondents, and (4) to-have at his disposal a convict 
typist and books, newK])aper.s, etc., netided for Harijan work. 

On this decision bein^ communicated to him, Mr, Ganrihi at first indicatt.’d that he 
■would not fast. Later, however, lie adf!ress<*d the following; letter to tin- Hoinbay 
G(»ver!iim at. ** I see that I have hastily and stupidly told you to restore tu me. 

It shows how disiiicliiUMl 1 am to starve. Mut on reading; the notes of the orih-is you 
have lell with me they are so far short of the ori^iii.'il <tr»lers of the GoverriUient of 
.liidi.a ami oi' Jiiy r.'.juiremeiits tlmt i must not be pre<*ij)itate in breaking; my fa.st. If 
the Goveriiiiieiit wish to j'o b.nck ujmii tiiose orders I shall be sorry, but I may not work 
under th<‘ iiew orders, which are a manifest dej)arture from the original and which 
seem to im* to be ^irudj^inj^ly j^iveii. 1 observe that you cannot even let me have letters 
already iti your possession and to hand manuscript to the actiii" Editor for this week’s 
‘ Harijan It ]»;iius me liave to write tlii.-i h*tter, but it will jjive me mm ii greater 
]i,*MU if 1 bre.'ik the fast now and havi* to enter upon prf)loiiged controversv with 
(M»\einiiieiil on Jiiaiiy m.atltMs tliat need elucidati(«n. i miss Guvernment’s resjioiise to 
metieulous cju’e witli which I am eiide.avouriiig to observe j:iil discipline and as prisoner 
ti iidiM opnation wliirl* av a < iti/.eii i.ntsidc- jiris(Ui '•..•sHs i ecuisider it a religious duty 
to witldtol'I. I hav«‘ re;id your notes three times and each reading h:is increase-! my 
grief lo diseover tlmt Gov-TiiFciuit eaiinoj appreriate the d«‘sperate need tln-re i.-: for 
me to do H.'irijan work witlumt let or himlraiice. Much ilterefore as 1 am disimoined 
to continue the fast I feel I must go through the agony if I cannot serve the fJarijari 
e.MUse witiu-ut tlie triinendoiis handicap wlii<di it .sctuiis to ini' tlie orders convexed 
by you put ujMiii it. Will w n (lierefore please withdraw milk and fruit alr**ady rei f jvod 
li\' me .and accept niv apidogv for ii.'iviiig huiTie<llv told von tliat I would bre;jk the 
fast.” 


It lias been expl.'iined lo Mr, (nnnlhi tli.Mt the orders jiermitted him to lni"i-»ie\v 
th(' Editor of ihe ‘ Harijan ' as one of his daily visitors and to ii.and him his man.Jsciipt, 
and that letters so f.-ir as tliey dealt with Harijan matters would be -leliv-’icd to 
Mr. (h'lndhi. 

Government :ire not .aware what Mr. Gandhi moans by saying that thov h.ave 
.admitted that j»ermission to do H.arij.aii work in prison is iinjdied in tin* Veravila I’.act, 
thougli it is true that in the exceptional circninstances ])rev:nling immedi;iteiy after 
tluit Haet the Govi'rnment did permit Mr. Gandhi ;is a St.'ite prisoner to inaugurate the 
nnvenient to wliich he appeared to be di'Voting his whole attention, Protests 
made at the time oti behalf <if the orthodox Hiiida community, who did ii(»t agree witli 
Mr. (iandlii's policy in tliis mailer, .‘igjiin.'^f his being allowed facilities to condn-’T a 
fiuidic cjimpaign from j;iil, and it might well be .-irgued that Mr. (Jandlii, having now 
.'ifter a period of freedom, courletl im|>risojiineni ;igain on a purely p(diti»al i.-'ue, 
should not be :illowe«l :in\ .spei-ial tre:itin<-nt that is not given to other .V class ]irisoners. 
Nevertheless the (ioveniinent liave been reluct.’int to take action which could be regaideil 
as nnreason;ible interference with a work of social reform or to take their stand too 
rigidly on the f:irt that Mr. Gandhi is by his own deliberate act ;i prisoner eonvicled 
for a bie.'ich of the l:iw. In spile of the incoiivenienee to jail disci})liiie and the anomaly 
of the position they h;ive allowed Mr. Gandhi facilities for pursuing his work on 
anti-iintouch;ibility Avhich eiiiible him to make an important ainl effective contribution 
towards it. It w:is noticeable that when Mr. Gandhi was at liberty he did not ap]>o.ar 
to devote the major ji.irt of his time or attention to this movement. Ills main energies 
wore eiujiloyed on ])(ilitics and on the continntinee in whatever form might be possible 
of the moveiiieiit of civil disobedience. His present claim that ho .should be allowed 
from prison to carry on his Harijan Avork “ Avithout let or hindrance ” amounts to a 
refusal to iiceept for liinistdf the normal concomitants of imprisonment, except restric¬ 
tion on his factual physical liberty, and in effect, is a claim to dictate the terms of his 
imprisonmont. 

The Government are satisfied that the facilities they have alloAve<I are ample to 
enable Mr. Gandhi to conduct such AA*ork in fjivonr of the reniOA'al of iintouchability as 
is in the circumstances reasonable. Tf Mr. Gandhi now feels hoAvever that life eeases 
to interest him if he may not do Harijan serviee without let or hindrance, the GoA’crn- 
Uient are prepared, provided Mr. Gandhi is willing to abandon all civil disobedience 
activities and incitements, to set him at liberty" at once so that he can devote him.-iclf 
wholly and without restriction to the cause of social reform. Mr. Gandhi has been 
informed accordingly. 
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The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce (Member for Industries and 

Ijabour) : Sir, I lay on the tabic : 

(i) the information promised in reply to parts (c) and id) of 

starred question No. 1414 asked by Mr. J. Ramsay Scott on 
the 23rd November, 1932 ; and 

(ii) the information promised in reply to unstarred question 

No. 90 asked by Mr, N. M. Joshi on the 13th March, 1933. 


Pbbp^ence to Goods Manufactured in India. 

*1414. Orders for the woollen goods referred to in my reply to part (a) of the 
Cjiieslion were placed through the India Store Department, London, owing almost entirely 
to the fact that goods of the requisite quality were not manufactured in India. 


Ncmbeb of Overseers and Postmen, etc., in each Postal ('ircle. 

90. (a) The information is furnished below : 


1 

Category. 

2 

Number on 
tbe 31st 
January 
1931.‘ 

3 

Number on 
the 3lHt 
January 
1933.^ 

4 

Number 
abolished 
from Ist 
February ' 
1931 to 

3let Janu¬ 
ary 1933. 

Number 
converted 
from let 
February 
1931 to 
31st Janu¬ 
ary 1933. 

(i) Departmental Branch past 
offices .. 

1,346 

740 

9 

591 

(it) Mail Overseers 

884 

785 

1 

99 

.. 

(tit) Overseer Postmen 

183 

150 

15 

18 

(if) Head Postmen .. 

400 

336 

31 

33 

(f) Reader and Sorting Postmen 

377 

3.52 

22 

3 


(b) Yes. 


(c) Yes, in the majority of cases. 

{(I) As regards the first part, the reasons generally were the re-adjuatmonts of staff 
necessitated by (a) the heavy fall in traffic : (h) diversion of mail linos : (c) rejdace- 
ment of runners’ lines by tonga and motor services ; (d) extension of the system of 
treasury contracts. 

In regard to the second part, duties previously discharged by certain classes of 
official may in consequence of the changes now be discharged by officials of lower status. 
There is no rule against this. 

(c) (i) It is not a fact that x)rior to 19.31 the posts referred to by the Honourable 
Member were reserved solely for the promotion of postmen as certain classes of inforier 
servants in other branch<>s of tlie Department were eligibh‘ for them. 

As regards the appointment of i>ntMide candidates to the lower division cadre, the 
position is that owing to the Government’s decision to convert 33 per cent, of the nosts 
in the entire clerical cadre into posts in the lower division, it has been decided that 
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when un adequate uumber of quali^ed men of the postmen class is not available to fill 
all vacancies in the lower dlvisioii clerical cadre, which since 19^1 included alsd the posts 
dhmed by the Honourable Member, direct recruitment should be resorted to, subject to 
the proviso that, for the present, vacancies in that cadre should be offered alternately 
to quuJifieci men of the postmen class and to approved candidates for appointment to 
the upper division wlio have a claim on the Department. I. may, however, inform the 
Honourable Member that the posts named in items (2) to (6) of his question liave noW 
been excluded from the lower division cadre and the position of postmen in respect of 
promotion to those j)ost8 is again the same as it was prior to 1931. 

(tt) Does not arise in view of the reply to part (i) above. 


Mr. G. S. Bajp^i (yecretary, Department of Education, Health 
and Lands) : Sir T lay on the table the information promised in 
reply to starred (luestiou No. 1129 as^ed by Mr. S. G. Jog on the 5th 
^pril, 1923. 


Auea of Land in New Delhi reserved for Allotment to Diwans and 

Raises. 

*1129. (a) Ves. The area is 1.2 jier cent, of the total area. 

(h) IteconiUKUidations are made by the Chief Commissioner from amongst applicants 
whose names are listed to the (government of India in the Department of Education, 
lieulth and Lands, and the final selection is made by His Excellency the Viceroy. 

(c; No. 

(d> Thirty*oiie plots have been allotted and the alhdment of one is under con- 
sideraliou. No other plots are available at jirosent within the area in question. 

(r) Twenty. SSome of the applirants have been on the waiting list for 10 
>earb. 

(/ Tin* .31 allotments made iij) to date are as follows : 


The Punjab .. .. .. .. .. .. 19 

Delhi .. .. .. .. .. ..3 

The Cnited Provinces . . .. .. .. . . 3 

Dihar and Orissa . . . . . . . . 2 

Bengal .. .. .. .. .. 1 

N. W. F. Province .. . . . . 1 

Kashmir .. . . .. .. .. 1 

Kathiawar .. .. .. .. .. .. 1 

(//) This is not considered necessary. 


(h) This is the |mliey which Government arc already following. 


Mr. B. J. Glancy (Political Secretary) : Sir, I lay on the table the 
inforination promised in reply to starred question No. 55 asked by Mr. 
Lalchand Navalrai on the 2^th August, 1933. 


Quetta Club. 

•on. (a) It is pr(‘sunied that the <{uestion refers to the Club in Quetta known as 
the Quetta Club, Limited. 

(h) The information whieh the Honourable Member requires may be obtained from 
the Articles of Association of the Club whieh are deposited with the Registrar of Joint 
Stock (\)mpanics in Baluehistaii and may be inspected by any member of the public 
on payment of the prescribed fee. 

,(r) No. As regiirds the second query the Honourable Member’s attention is invited 
to the reply to part (0) of the question. 
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(^)f M *wid (/). Government have no information. 

(g) Under {Section 54 (1) of the Income-tax Act, 1922, no such information as is 
here sought can be furnished. 

(/t) The Oompaiiy enjoys no exemption in respect of license and excise taxes and 
pays such rents and taxes as are recoverable by law. 

(i) Docs not arise. 

(./) Government see no reason to stop the business and trade of the Club. As to 
infoniiatioii regarding income-lax and other rates ami taxes attention is invited to the 
replies already given to parts (//) and (/<) of the question. 

STATEMENT OF BrSINESS. 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore (Loader of the llc»use) : When 
I made a statement regarding the probahb* eoiirse of ])ul>lic biLsinesB 
during this 'week, T said tliat we miglit have to ask yon to direct that the 
House should sit on Saturday for the tran.saction of public biisincs.s. It 
is not possible for u.s, without knowing wliat progress is made tomorrow 
with oiticial business, to saj’ wliat course we sliall ado])t. If progi-ess is 
slow tomorrow. 1 am afraid we shall have 1o ask you to direct that there 
shall be a sitting of tin* House on Saturday. 

Mr. President (Tlu' Honourable Sir SlianTiiukliam Uiietty) : The 
Chair takes it that the Leader of tiie Hous(* wants to make* a reipiest lhat 
the Chair sliould direct that the House should sit on Saturday in case the 
progress made with the eoiirse of otlicial business tomorrow is not satis¬ 
factory. 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhorc : That is >o. 

Mr. President (Tin' Honourable Sir Shanmukham Chetty) : 
Probably it will suit tin* convenience of iht* House if the r’bair takes a 
decision on this point tomon'ow. hecau.se we can dccid<‘ after s<*eiiig what 
progress we have made. I»nl even jf the re(|n(*st is inad(‘ trmiorrow by 
the Leader of the Hou>e that tie- House should sit on Saturday, the 
Chair pi'oposi-s to (l;re«'t tliat tin- Hoiis<* should sit oidy in the forenoon 
and n(»t in the arieni(»on. 

Mr. Lalchaiid N.ava^rai 'Sjnd ,• NenMnliainmadan Hura)) : May 
J inform tlie (‘hair tlnd tiiere is a meeting of Standing Committee on that 
day at lO-h’O in the mornijig .’ 

Mr. President H'he Honourahle Sir Shanmukham Chetty) ; The 
Chair has said that in ca.s«* it diivets that the IIouw* should sit on 
Saturday, it should sit only in the forenf»nn and not in tln‘ afternoon. 
Suitable arrangements will be made for tlie conv(‘ning of the Standing 
Committee in The aft(*rnoon ami not in the forenoon. 


RESOLTTTTON RE PROPRIETARY RTOHTS OF (MTTZENS IN TUB 

LAND. 

Rai Bahadur Lala Brij Kishore (Lucknow Division : Non-Muham¬ 
madan Rural) : Sir, I beg to move tlie following Re^solution : 

That this Asvsenihly r(‘C(nnmends to the (.lovenior General in rmincil to take steps 
to get incorporated in the new Constitution a provision to the effect that the proprietary 
rights of any citizen in the land sliould not be taken away for any reason whatsoever 
without the payment of adequate compensation. 
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From time immemorial the landholders in India have got 
proprietary rights ov(t the land and, even in Her Majesty the lat# 
Queen Victoria’s Proclamation, an assurance was given. 

Mr. R. S. Sarzna (Nominated Non-Oflicial) : On a point of order. 
The only aiitliority who ean incorporate any provision like that at this 
moment is the Joint Parliamentary (’omniittee and the time for sending 
a recommendation or memorandum asking for anything is already over. 
Thei-efore, Sir, what good will it do to have a discussion of lliis subject in 
this JJous(‘ 

Rai Bahadur Lala Brij Kishore : ....that no eliang'*s would be 
ever effected in the liritish Indian administration which will affect the 
imimunorial customs and rights and liberties of tlie })ef)ple of this country. 
Sir. even in recent tim(»s the Simon ('ommission Kei)ort admitted that 
tin? great lan<lJ<)rds in India fomi a nobility whieli claim ami e.xercise 
the privih'ge of high raiik. 'flje advent of Itritislj rule has e(:!ifirT?’"f^ ihe 
status of tin* landlords ; and their influence in their old !i»-ighboni‘aOod 
remains predominant. It was also admitte<l by tin* Simon (.’ommL';*-if'n 
tliat the larg<‘ landholders in different parts of Pritish India wer. inen 
wlio had eimsiderahh* vest<*d interests in the c<»untry and that they evier- 
eised great inflinunM* o\t*r tin* tenants and that they have been enjoying 
their riglits frfmi lime immenn^rial. 

The joint auth.ftrs of the ^lontagu-riiclmsford Report havf* aP' re- 
eognisi'd the landed ari^t'M re.ey in India as the natuvai and acixm.wb-dged 
leadt'fs in tin* country and that they ret>resent aneirnt and well-born 
families and that tlndr states are f>ften tbe r»‘sult of eouo.uests or gj'attts 
fro.ii soni'* no'diicval iiionandi. 

The siieeessfnl termination of th»* last world war. which threaiened 
the futnn* of tlie whoh' of the ('ivilis#*d w’orld, was due in no .small mt'a'^ure 
to the ai’tive co-opi‘rat 1(01 of tin* landlnihler'' of India I <‘oii:u!'iitl}’ 
say. at least aheut my pr(»vinee, that tlie Talukdars (tf Oudli. a •• ‘Ui- 
mutiity to whieh I hav»‘ the Imtiour to lK*long, greatly animate»l iy a 

spirit of ardent eo-ojierati(»n. and came forward witli all tin- meaU' in 
tlieir jiower during that trying p-i-i^d. It would tiot be to.) miii'!- for 
me to say that they ha'! a ('onsi<lerab!e share in the gr ;?t victory < f ihe 
memorahle year IIMS. 

\ variety of eireiimstanees. however, iiav^’ thrown the count rv b:lo a 
veritable pr'litieal melting |»ot. ]i(»volutionary changes in the Constit-ution 
and the (lovenmumt <d‘ tin* country an* in tin* air. rndev the existing 
ein*iimstan<'es, it is both their a riglit and duty tb.nt t}ii*ir umieni.-ble 
j)osilion, sanctilied by a series cd' promis{*>. shall be ';eeuiv!^ to th--n. by 
statulory ))rovisions on tin oeeasiou of the transfer of re.spons;bil!ties 
from tlie Hritish Parliament to the Indian people. One obvious guarantee 
to wliieh the landliolders are i*ntitled is the recognition, by a staiutfiry 
]>rovision, of their rights and title to their estates. This is all the lu ge 
neces-sary in view of the apprehensions caused by the attempt to unread 
the Polshevie. doctrim* of eonfiscafion of private property. Tlie bulk of 
Indian masses are ignorant, and illiterate as they are, they are easily led 
away by the spirit of PoLshevic teachings. Under these circumstances, 
the need for the protection of our rights and private property can not 
be too greatly emphasised. Moreover, since the last decade or so. a 
suspicion is brewing in the minds of the landholders that, as they are not 
Ijar,3TiAD ^ 
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being given clue rei)reseiitation in the future legislatures of the country, 
the iiinc iiioy not he far distant wlien their proprietary rigljls may be 
denied to them, in the absence of any definite enactment in tie* fuuin'* Act 
ol ronstilution uliieli is being forged by the Joint Parliamentary i om- 
mitteo and, if the lamlholdt'rs have got this suspicion, lluy eaine t be 
biamed. It is the mareli of the events which is foiy.'ing them to this u;i- 
foitunato conclusion. A niimlx*!- of times lie* landholders have waited 
on dcputntioii and .siihmitted their rcprc.sentati(»n for tie* protieti.Mi of 
their rigJits, and as early tin* !hh Mareh, 1933, my llononrahle friciid, 
Mr. AnkJesaria, raised in this House a debate on the question of safe¬ 
guarding the interests of the land owning classes in India. At tliat lime, 
the {.hen Leader of the House assui-ed us that some thing would he done 
to safeguard our inun-ests and askt‘d us to wait till the White Papei* was 
out. Now, the Wliil(* I'aper is out. 'file only ref(‘rencc made in that 
important docninent on this sidijeei is in paragraidi 75, iiagt* 29, wiicre 
it says that regarding rigiits of the property soim* refc'rence should be 
made in the Constitution. We are disappointed to find that it makes 
no Sj.ecial referenee to the rights and ])rivileges of tln^ hmdiioldei^ as 
sucli. Tln^ eontemplated G()vernni(‘nt of Imlia Act, without a sjjeeifd 
mention of a statutory provision saft‘gnar(iing oiir intori'sts. will not meet 
the . iosent Imlian conditions and environments. Any scheme of consti¬ 
tution that fails to provide sjjecilieally for o\iv rights and [irivileges is not 
likely to bring an era of pt'aee and ))ros]>eri1y. Any attem])i to ignore 
this natural and rcas^mahle demand of the laiidhohlcrs will amount to 
igi.'Oiing the natural and acknowledged lea(h‘rs of agriculturists who fonn 
the bulk of the population of the country. l\Iuch nervousness is felt hy 
the laudbold(‘rs that tlieir rights of permanent M*ttlement may not l>e taken 
a^va> from the i)arts wlierc* they exist. 

It is well-known that, in tlie future Constitution, land revenue is not 
going to be a reseiwed subject, but will he a transferr<*d one, and sn we 
can easily realise what will lx* our position in the future Constitution 
unless there is a sullieient safeguard about it hy statutory eiuietnu ;it. 
When it is pressed that cine provision should he* made of the Minority 
Pact in the future Constitution which is also very nec(*.ssary, I do not see 
any reason why our i>ositioii also .sliould not hr ad(*(piat(‘ly safcguaixled. 

Before I coneliide. Sir, I would bring to the notice of this House that 
lU) one at least in this lloiLse will subscrilx* to the doctrine of confisca¬ 
tion oi properly and oi nationalisation of land as is being done in modern 
Russia. Sir. nationalisation ]>resuppo.ses exproi)riati()ii. Such e.xproprla- 
tion can only Ikj cflectcd in two way.s, one without iiidenuiitying the 
owners and the other by indemnifying the proprietors of the lands. I will 
not be wiiong if I quote, at this stage, the authority of the French Pro¬ 
fessor Loon Walras, wlio urged that the State eouid not in justie-e eon- 
fiacate r(Ja] property since this had been cemstituted and sfinction(*d under 
the guarantee of the law. The State has, however, the right recognised 
under the Legal Codes of every countiy to apply exproi)riatiou for 
re^ons of public utility on payment of a fair compenaalion. Sir., what 
thiS learned jurist and professor laid d(»wn about real prop(Tty in what 
JXjy Resolution demands. Sir, th(? main principle underlying my Resolu- 
tK)n is that proprietary rights on laJid should not be withdrawn ; but if 
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the exigencies of the State demand it, that should be done by the pay¬ 
ment of an adequate compensation. My Resolution only demands that 
til is principle he given the constitutional sanction by its being embodied 
in the fuliin* Act of the Cnnslitution. 

I may also mention that this is not a new Resolution, 'but that it was 
passed at the Joint Conference of tlie l’nit(‘d Provinces Ijainlholders Asso¬ 
ciation, and tin* Association of the TaJukdars, in July, at Lucknow, 

a <'opy of which was forwarded to the Government and also in lh<* Ail- 
india laindholders Conferenc<‘ held at the Durblianga Paiac/ at Xew Deiiii 
this, very y(*ar. 

in v<iin lusion, 1 aiq)eal to the (iovcrnmciit most sincei’cly tiiat if 
tli(‘y want to avoid rovolntioti and spirit of Iloislievisni in tin* country, 
they should siijiport tin* lainllords, lliey should safeguard theii’ inteivsts 
in the futur*' ('oustitiilion. Krjuity and jii.siie»* also demand that lU) one's 
proj»eiMy should be taken away < ven by the State without giving ade(piate 
conipfuisation. With these words, 1 eoinnieiid this Resolution for the 
aeeei)1aiHv (jf tin* House. 

Mr. President ^Tle* IPniourabh' Sir Shanniuklunn (‘bettyi : Motion 
niovt'd : 

Tl.nt tills .\s:-i‘inl>!N to tlu* tlov.-nior jii t'ouucil lo take ^tcps 

to get incerj)or:jt(‘«J in tho fh*\v ( ’(Histitut ion n |ln»^ Ision to the* effort that the j»roj»rietaT\' 
lights ot an\ eiti/eii in the land should not he taken away for any i'easoii wlirih.oevor 
ititli the |)ayiitent of adeuuate eoinjjeiisatiou. ” 

Mr. D. K. Lahiri Chaudhry (Pengal : Landholtb-rs' : sir. 1 do not 

want to mo\'e ihe aniendnirnt that staToK in my namo but T f.up- 

port tlH‘ Resolution of my llotionrable fri«oi.L Kai Ihibadnr l/ila l»rij 
Kisbore. I find it diftievdt U\ move my amendment ms ir ip.fvinges the 
••ig.hts (if the [.and Ae(ini«ition Act. It is a faet. Sir, that tin* Govern¬ 
ment of India can d<* nothing at the present tinu* ev.*t‘pt to send a eo])y 

of tile debate on this Ih'^olution l(* tlie Home (;f)Vt‘!-nni(*nt. ai d 1 would 

(‘arnestly r(‘rinest tin' Government Member-iii-olinrgc of this RosoliiTion 
t<» do so. ()n the iMh of .March last, wln n a moliou on a sip.iilar matter 
was brought before the House, the llononrnbb* Mr. Pajjiai and the T}u*n 
la.w .Me»iiber, Sir Pjrojendra Mitter. explained the ]t(vsition of Govern¬ 
ment rpiite clearly. ^Mr. Hajpai was good enough to use the following 
words at the end of his Kpeech which T will quote : 

1 Hay that t!u* of the Landlords lies not in any written wurd,—not in the 

Jotter that killoth—in any roiistitntion, but in the spirit in whirli thov identify them 
selves ^\i^h tin* interestN of the great bulk of the poaaaiitrv and utilise the position that 
they have inherited, their ra<*e, their birth, their traditional intiueiiee, to advaiee the 
interests of that p(*as:intry and treat those interests a.s their own.” 

I very muidi appreeiaie those remarks and I In'ipc tlmt the land¬ 
lords have not betrayed tbeir trust. Hut what T do wish to emphasise 
is that the rights of tlie landlords slnniid not only be contained in any 
Royal Proelamati<»n. but that liny should be definitely and clearly 
incorporated in the Constitnlion it.self. We find from the White Paper 
that irih Majesty’s Government considered the question of the pro¬ 
prietary rights and* they w’ere satisfic'd that certain provisions should 
be inserted in the Constitution. We would very ranch like that our 
rights—nay the rights of any eitizen—should be defined clearly and 
candidly in the Constitution itself and not confined only to the Procla¬ 
mations. I have got a very strong support in my favour iu the person 
of f?ir -Tames Fite James Stephen, the famous ex-Law^ Member of the 

L253LAD C2 
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Government of India, A\ tiie time of llie Ilbert liill aj^dlatioii, in llie 
early eighties of the last cent my. this is what he said : 

“ The rights, said tn have been reserved for the Indian subjeets of the Crown in 
the lueniorable Itoval Proclamation of Queen Victoria, had no legal validity whatsoever 
inasmuch as the said l‘roclainati<m. not being a .Statute of I’arJiainent, was not and 
could nut be at all binding u]K)n a liritish Sovereign’s tluveriiiiieut. 

This is a thing to hv coiisiderod. ^J’ho IJoiiso is awaiv of the fact 
that even last eveiihig, Avben a point f4‘ order was j-aised, it was defended 
that tlie secii(ni just eain*' mulcr tlu' Indian Penal Code, and. you. Sir, 
ruled tlial, as that sedion did not eoine utuler tlie Governinent of Lulia 
Act, it shouhi not he valid oii the ])art of tiiis Legislature 1(» take action 
on that section and yon. Sir. snsp(‘nded your ruling (Ui that issue. The 
point is that if a thing, which is md nnuitioiuil in the C'(»n'‘titution itself, 
slioiild not he binding on the LegishPun^. Tlnuefore, at this stage my 
rcconiiiiL'iidatifiJi is that the prt»prieiary riglits shf-uld i)e cl«\irly and 
candidly M!enti<uie(i \u '!;•• Tn.jsti.u(ii*n itself mol not he h*ft In llie 
Royal )^roch!iniiti<'iis. 

Now, Sir, I come to develop ilie point with rcgai-i! to ilie ])criuaiii*nt 
settlement. In this (‘onnection 1 wisli t<» give to tlie House some very 
interesting figures to show Mint the revenue on aci-eair»‘ hasi^^ <»f ryotwari 
system does not (o\(*(‘ed tlie rn\e?ine ojj acreage basis of ]u*rinanenlly 
settled areas ; and. ftirtluT, you ^vlH find that in IhniL^al, where tln*re is 
ju'riuauent settlement, IHl }*cr c(‘nt. of the land reveinic lias hi‘en coll. eled. 
If you were to ('oinpajN* the pennanently settled areas with Khas 'I'aluks. 
you will find tliat llio eollectiou of land revenue in rh(‘ ease of the 
permanently s(‘ttl('d areas is much more satisfaet('.ry. I will <p‘<de 
certain figures from Prohssor ihincy Kumar Sarkar who is really an 
antliorily on coinnieice and industry and also on fim’nicial malleis. lie 
says that llie re’.ctnie M'hich is collected by the Lomha.v (iov.rnnuuit. 
wiiere Ryotwari system jU'evails, is in no Avay liighcr tlian lin‘ rMtli'ciiori 
of the revenne iii Lerigal where tliere Is ])eriiiimeiit setth'rmm!. There ai'c 
49,LS7,000 aci-es of land in Bengal Avhieh yield a revcnu(' of Rs. llD.OTo.OOO. 
In ]joml)by, llie area is 7S,7'ln.0()0 acres and llic <*ol!cc.tlon of re\s one 
is Rs. 48,314,000. If ytm will just compare these figures, you will find that, 
oil I he b;;>is of a^-reage. Bengal <loes not ])ay less than Bomhay altlioug'li 
in liengaJ there is ])ennanent settlement. This, Sir. is :i very sound 
argnnunt on lielialf of those who are enjoying the right of permanent sctHc- 
merd. They m’e c(*i-tainly f-aying not hss than thf»sc provinees whei*e llicre 
is no permanent settlemenl. Tliis is my first point, and another jxdnt is this. 

12 voo ’ ^ofTielently f!ise(>ver»‘d and placed 

]>. 'isr' die li{»us(‘ e\i-n by Hu* Treasury Bi'McIkvs 
that when resfionsihilily is going to he transferr(*d fnun one shoulder to 
another, ‘nffieient safeguards should be made in eonnee1if»ri with revenue 
and administration. There can be no better safeguard of revenue than 
p(*rmaneni sfdtlement. So 1 recommend to Government that Iln*v should 
strongly recommend to the Home Government—no doiilit I know tliat Hu* 
thing 1ms gone out of their hands—but still the Government of India <*cm 
atjpend a strong note in forwarding a copy of the debate on this Resolution 
to rbe Home Government that really speaking if any assuranee could lie 
givf u in connection with the [lermanent settlement, it must be specifically 



PROPRIETARY RIGHTS OF CITIZENS IN THE LAND. 


1181 


inontioned in the Statute itself and not by any Proclamation of Uis 
^Jajesty ; and the proprietary rights of any citizen in the land should not 
be laken away for any reason whatsoever without adequate eonii)ensatiou. 
AVitli these words, Sir, I support the Resolution. 

Rai Bahadur Kunwar Raghubir Singh rAjjrra Division : Noii- 
MuhamniadaTi Rural) : Si?*, I whoIeln‘art''dIy supj>or1 1}w K(‘so]ut'on 

ni<»ved by my IIonoura})le friend, Rai Bahadur Lala Brij Kisli<»rc. In 
fact, 1 liad given notice* of such a Resolution myself, and I am glad that 
the naim* of my Honourable. fri(‘nd has found a place in the balloi. The 
causes for bringing forward this Resolution are : one of ihe reasons that 
lias l)een given by the Mov<‘r himself ]<• that IImtc is fear of Ihdshevism 
and eoniinnnisni sf>readirig in tin* near fimiri* in this eounivy. S(*eond!y, 
there is a f(‘ar lliat tln*re may lx* (’fuigr«*ss aset'orlency in tin* eoriiiug 
Ponstitutio?!. Wo liave heard fin* Poju'ress h‘ade*r- on this j)nb)T. 
Mahatma (Jandld, althf)ngli In* did ind say in s.> ni niy A. 'n*<>s ix* -lid 
ind want landlords in hdia. y**t Pandit dawaIjai’bil N<*hrn h; ^ h- ^n 
> ■ ry expiieit on tliis point. (Jiving his interview to tlie Pr'*.'s f.'ii the Dt 
Septeinln’r, Pt*)*), at Lucknow. In* sai«l : 

** 'I’l"' y.einlr!fi;iri .<yst<‘iii has hroki-n down, it is a-' tn'ich an nn.-edironisn- a> ■ < ’(niii>y 
in l!u* Indian States.” 

At Amrilsar, In* declared he was a ^ncialist and ;'i ia-puhliC'-n. It is 
cNo known t^ everybody th.at In* '-tarL'd the n!»-r‘*nt eonipa'gn in the 
rriit<*d Provinces e\'en Ixd'cre Mahr-tina Haiulhi had rete.rtn*.; r?’oni he 
1,’ound d’ahh* (h»nf«*r<‘in*e. By starting this nn>venieni in* r*r*oiled. had 
])lood bf‘twe(‘ii zamindars and t(‘nants. If he had liis way. In* will see 
tliat landlordism goes Even onr beloved (Jfjvernor, Sir .Maleolni ilaiiey, 
vl' • is OIK* of the al)les1 (iov(‘rnors in India, when lie was siK-aking in 
England. sprd;(* nf tfie peasant prnprieters .'0 years !'(*ne«'. lie saitl he 
was afraid tliat, after hO years, in» l.'indhnali^iu a^^ it exist*^ tn'w will 
nniiain and tliat thf‘se landlords wiudd he in the position nf peasaus ]ii*o- 
pi'ietors. 

No\\k as to the serviees of my eoinmnnity. I Mill point out firstly 
that it is not eontin«*d !<> Hindus, Muhanimadan.y Enrope-nis. riains r.’.d 
b^ikhs or to any jiarlienlar eloss. There are landlords Indonging to 
ev(‘ry eomniiinity. Tt Avas with the help of landh>r«ls rli.at the nuitiny 
was qn(*lh*d. Tin* world war itseP' vajs wen witli ear e»i’nri.s, la’cansc 
w(* supplied recruits, gave vnir loans ainl snbsvrih»*d to tin* various war 
funds and even during the nono*n-f»p(*r;iti''n days Ave stood hy (hn ♦Ali¬ 
ment and also during the Civil l)isob(*dieneo Moveinen^^. We remitted 
largo sums of money in rents and debts, found sebools. liospitais, 
orphanages, eollegcs and liostels. What liave we g('.{ as reward 1 am 
sorry to say that avo got no rewards, but itunislinient. In 1002, 'lie 
occupancy rights wore given to tlie tenants and AVt* aeqnieseed. In PBO, 
lift* tenancy Avas given, and seven years’ rcgist(‘rt‘d lenses were scrapped. 
"We acquiesced. Altbougli the Government Avere .bound to 'accept tbe 
deeds Avhich Avere duly registered in their own ollices, yet by tlie Act of 
191(i, those registered leases Avere serapped. Larger roniission.s of rent 
than of revenue AA^ere sanetioned. We aetpiieset'd. We liave sulfered so 
long in spite of our serAUces to Government, to the public and to our 
tenantry. But Ave are determined not to be coerced in future. Every 
Viceroy extolled our services from the days of Earl (’aiming, Avho was 
the first Viceroy, but noAv our eyes are opened and the Joint Select Com-? 
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mittee proceedings show what value to attacli to the utterances of states¬ 
men, however highly placed. One noble Marquis can attack a represen¬ 
tative of the Crown for some of his sweet words in an after dinner 
speech. Tlie present agitation is not ojdy against landlordism, but 
against capitalism as well. So the captains of industry must also be 
on their guard along with us. Everj’^ one having stake in the land must 
try to nip the trouble of communism in the bud. Otherwi.se it would be 
impossible for us to do anything when it lias taken firm root. I mean 
communism onee established will U])root society as at prestmt const i- 
tuted and would revolutionise the existing order of things. Oriental 
mentality is opposed to al)rupt changes. It will recoil on the lit'ads of 
revolutionaries themselves and they would have to sufl‘(‘r the fate of 
tiiat ill-i'ated monarch. King Amanullah. Our forefathers found these 
est.'ites with the sweat of llit‘ir brow and we watered the tender ])lant, 
weeded out undesirable growth. They helped their tenants in times of 
trouble aud disi'ase and we are doing the Kamo. Wlienever tenants 
want hcli>, they turn to us, and we help them with money, grain, clothes, 
etc., to the best of our ability aiid resnnrees. Tlu^re is a silver lining 
ill the cloud of agricultural de]>ression, but still tlu‘ ruture looks full of 
tvil forebodings and Ikok-c tln^ Hesoluticm. I ap]>eal to the nationalists, 
independents, Europeans, democrats and the flovern.mmit not to pq 
doven their friends in the future Constitution. There is .1 paragraj)!! in 
1l e White Pnjxu' which says : 

Ilia Mn.icaty’s (iovonnaont sot* sorioiis oh.jcctioiis to giviiij^r statutory » s-'iOu 
to any laT^<> ran^o ot‘ doclarations of tlii> oiiaraoti*?, t>nt tlioy aro sutisfit'.) Ihai oortaiii 
proviaioTis of this hind sindi. f<»r iiistanoo, ns roapoot duo ti» })orsonal liberty and riylits 
of i'ro]ierly tnid tin* oli^;ibility of all for j^nhlio ofli''o, rogardle.ss of differonoo^ of 
caste, religion, oto., enn appropriatolv, and should find a jdioo in tin* oon.->li‘ulion 
Art. 

His Majesty’s Govoriiinent think it probable that ooeasion may Iw.* found in ((,n- 
neitioji with tho inauguration of tho now ooiislitiiticin for a pronmjiioomont by I'w 
Sovoroign, and in tliat event, they think it may well be found expedient hiiniMy to 
submit for His .Maji*stv’.s oonsideratioii that .suo.h a prunoimreinont might inlvantagoiojsly 
give expression tn somo of ’^he propO'itions .sngge.stofl t<» them in this »'oiirn*ftion whn.>i 
prove nnsiiitalde for statutory enactment." 

So, Sir, the fear is not groundless. People are trying to whittle 
down the proposals eontained in tlie White Paper. So Ave are imturally 
pessimistic about our future, but, in view of our services to tbe public 
and to the Oovernmenl, we hope the Oovernmont and the poindar parties 
here W'ill sujiport our humble d«*mand. 

Mr. B. V. Jadhav (Ibimbay (Vmtral Division : .\on-Mnhainniadau 
Rural) ; T have had no intention of intervening in this debate, but I see 
thrd the landlords and tlieir partisans are rather apprehensive that thcr 
position will be worsened. They ought to have some confidence in Die 
British Government, and as long as the paramonntcy of Britain is there, 
I do not think the landlords have any cause to fear. The Government 
are maintaining the autocracy of the. States and Government are also 
interested in maintaining the rights of the landlords and, T may assure 
my landlord friends that they have no cause to he afraid of. The last 
speaker alluded to the speeohes of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru aiad his 
followers. But as long as the strong arm of Britain is there, not only one 
Jawaharlal Nehru, but even 10,000 Jawaharlal Nehrus would not be able 
to do any wrong to the landlords. But, at the same time, I have a 
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word of advice to the landlords themselves. The landlords have been in 
possession of extensive lands and privilcj^es, and naturally they expect 
that all those privilepres will be continued 1o them and their successors. 
But they have to realise. Sir, that times are chanjrinj^ and the opinions 
of yesterday are not the opinions of today and the opinions of today 
will not be tlie opinions of day after t(»morrow. Enprland is a capitalist 
country. Still the privil(‘<^^(‘s and rijrhts of the eapitalisis are being 
slowly reduced and tin* idea oF nalionalisinjr the mines and nalionalising 
banks is being preached and being acted upon to a certain extent. 
There has been a sort of capital levy and, in tliat way also, capitalism 
is attacked in its home. 8o my fritnids. tin* landlords, will have to 
pre])are themselves for gradually losing s(»m(‘ of their privileges ; but, 
at the same time, 1 may assure them that it is not the intention of Gov¬ 
ernment or of aiiy Memhiu* rd* tliis Jlonse that tin* landlord class should 
be annihilated. 

Mr, K. P. Thampan (West Coast and Nilgiris : Xon-Muham- 
madan Hural) ; How can yon speak on behalf of (Jf»vemment ? 

Mr. Aniar Nath Dutt (Burdwan Division : Non-Muhammadan 
Rural) : He was onee a Member of Government.—an ex-Minister. 

Mr. B. V. Jadhav : I Hi ink every ‘.'nl)joc1 has a rltdit to say sf)me- 
thing on helialf of Government. Government hehing to the ]>eople and 
the people Ixdoinr 1o th(’ Government, and, if I say anyihing wrong. 
Government may (hniy it. Sir, 1 luy^elf am not acrainst the landlord 
class. 1 know that in the jiast they have rendered valuable services and 
peoph‘ will not fortret those serviees. But, at the same time. I may 
point out that the l,andh*rd, a^^ formerly, is not now the father of his 
tenants. Formerly tlu‘re was tio eonjlict <.f interest hetwt^eii the land¬ 
lord and the tetiant ; latt<‘r]y that eonther is going lo aris(‘. and. before 
it becomes liitter, the landlords ought to take a lesson and reform them¬ 
selves and ael in th** r('latinn.shij» o!’ petrenw t(. t!i *ir t^mants. They 
ought to make it their eoncern to look to the interests of their tenants, 
and, if they do that and >eenr«‘ the a(Te<'ti(»ii of ilieir tenants, the tcaeh- 
ings of Jawaharlal N(*hru or of any other communist will have no 
result. 1 do not think this Kesolulion is iu*ees.sary. because Government 
have been wide awake and have he<*n doing ev« rything neees.sary for 
the preservation of the landlord elass. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi (Nominated Non-Gflicial) : Sir, this Resolution seems 
to he directed, in the opinion of the Mover as Aveli as the supporters, 
against the Bolslieviks and the revolutionaries. 1 assure you, Sir, that 
1 do Ui't r<*gard myself as a Bolshevist nor do I regard myself as a revolu¬ 
tionary. Still 1 do not tliink 1 can lend my support to this Resolution. 
In the first place, the Re.solulion asks that the ])roprietary riirhls in 1 uid 
alone should he protected and should not be taken away witlioui compen¬ 
sation. By implication the Mover of the Resolution and his supporters 
feel that the other proprietary rights in other things may bo taken awuiy 
without compensation. (Cries of “ No, If that is not iho idea, 

the Mover should have proposed the Resolution in w’ider terms. 

Mr. D. K. Lahiri Chaudhuiy : We liave said “ the proprietary rights 
of any citizen in the land That means rights of the people in general 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : You have said that tlie proprietary rights in the 
limd will not be taiken awi^ without compensation. There are other 
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proprietary in other things. I have ])roi>rietary rights in ray 

body and mind and in oilier things. I think, if at all, pro])rietary rights 
are to be safeguarded, those rights, should he safeguarded in all kinds of 
pro])crty and not only ])roi)erty in land- The Mover of (he Resolution 
has not shown hy one single argunieiit why j»r(»prietary rights in land 
are more saered than the jiroinnetary rights in (^Iher matters. Let me 
make it clear that, even if the Resolution had been moved in wider 
terms, I would not InJve sup])orted ir, because I belit've that the right of a 
State to resume jnojn'rty on b» half of the ecrinmunity is inalienable and 
no Constitution can take it away from the Slate. The State i^ the re- 
presenta’tive of tlie eonnuunity. All the j)r(^perty belongs to the eom- 
mnnity and therefore evory Slate must possess the ])ower to r(‘snine the 
property on Ixhall oi the eoininnoity. I am not suggesting that the 
jioiley of diking away pj'o|H‘rty without eonij»ensation shoiihl be followed 
by a Stale, but yon eannot lake away tin right (d* a (ioviwnmeni to resume 
pro]»e 7 - 1 y iielongiiig to llie indi.'idiiaL wlieii 1 }h‘ i-esuinption b(‘eoirie.s 
ahs(MUte!y neees.saiy In tin* iui« r'‘^i of the wh*>li‘ eomininiity. 

An Honourable Member ; Without eomp'-nsatlon ? 

JVIr. N. M. Joshi : ] sliail eom*' to the point (.f (*om]iensation. First, 

I am dealing with the right of the State to resunn‘ property from indivi- 
dii'ds wJio jiossess it when tite resumption is alisolutidy nee(*ssary in the 
iiiteiv'st of the whole eornmuniiy. 

'i'll' *). Sir, I shall fleal with the special (piestion »>f the jirojierty in 
land, in the firs; ])1 :i(m‘. lain; wa^ not ere.itejl by any of tlh‘ individuals 
who lie; ! it today. They cannot .s<'.y that tiny m:nle ii. Natural re- 
son re* • w. rt* a gifi of natnrr to manliind ; they were md irreated by the 
peoj)!#* Avho are holdiug it. Then, Sir. how iiid they ge; tin* land ' My 
Ilononrabii* finomi said that bis rigiits wer** aneienl. but you did not tell 
Us }i(;w Cue aneieiit jjeojib* got it. It iv fjuite }>os.sibli* that my Honour¬ 
able friend may tell ns how he goi it. it is ]H)s<ibl(’ that he may have 
paid .some price for it. Imt tin aneient landlords eannot say how they 
got tlie land and tln*ir right.s to lh<* land. Some of them may liave got 
it by wrong means. Yon will find that some j)(‘o})h‘ got their larnl by 
force of arms. 

An Honourable Member : That is a legitimate right. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : Ts it eonsid<*red to be legitimate hy 1h(‘ Mover of 
the Resolution ? If his ancestors got the land by force of arms, then 
certainly how can he suggest that any man today should not take back 
the land hy the same force f)f arms ? If you got the land hy illegiti¬ 
mate means, by force of arms, then certainly it is c(|ually legitimate for 
other ]ieop]e to take awa.v your land by the force of arms—it may he the 
arms of the State. I, therefore, liiijdt that on the whole, when we con¬ 
sider this (piestion very carefully, we shall find that the landowners will 
not he able to explain how the original landholders got the land from 
nature. They may have got it hy wrong iriean.s, and, if they have got it 
by wrong means, c^Ttainly tlujy at least cannot ohjiict to otlier people 
getting it back from tluin by wrong iin ans. (Interruption.) But 1 am 
not defending today the taking away of land by force of arms. What 1 
am .suggesting is this ^ that th(!se gifts of nature must belong to” the com- 
nrnnity ; they cannot belong to Die individuals ; in ttie first place, we do 
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not know how the land was parcelled out between the different indivi¬ 
duals ; and, in the second place, land and other natural resources are a 
moiio])oly of nature : you cannot create more land ; you cannot creaU' 
more mineral resources ; and, therefore, it is wron^r in x)rinciple that a 
few j)eo[)le should posse.ss a larfrtu* porvion of land and some others should 
])usses.s less or none. You cannot create more land, if some other people 
want land ; therefore, it is wroii^ in jninciple that one man should be 
iriven more land while others should be deprived of it or should not have 
any land at all. Therelore land and natural resources are unsuitable to 
be made the subject cd* priva'c pr*»ptuty. 

An Honourable Member : You advocate communism then 1 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : J am not talkiiijr oL' cfiiniininisni at all. I am 
lalK'iii^'' nf certain poini.s ot' view wliicii occur to me in this matter. Tliis 
is my ‘/eneral ]U’iTiciple. that land, beiiitr a fjrifi of nature and beiiijr a 
monopoly, should j'ot be allowed t^) fall into the hands of a few ])rivate 
infli\ idnals, so lliaf tin* otln r p( opl*- iti:iy b** <^b‘prived of tJieir dues. 
Arjjrninents have botm addneed as to why the riLdits in bind should be 
mad‘* perniaiK'iit. Some ]»eoplc said that landlords were very useful to 
(ioverntnent. If the laindortts w< n.M'ftd to (loverniiieiit, I stioubl like 
to l\n<»w in wliat way. ]*< riian.'. lliey .rave smiie money lo (.Tovernment. 
True. 

An Honourable Member : Not money, but men also. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : If y(»u talk of men, 1 am willinir to hear the figures : 
liow m.iny landlords were killed, iii the war and )n)W many, wlio were not 
landlords, were killed in tin* war *: It is imt tnu* the.t tin* landlords 
reiidois'd greater service than tie* otln*r citizens of this land. The otln r 
citiz(‘ns lost their lives, wliile tin* landlords may Imve lost their ])roperty, 
wliieh is after all iiineli less valuable tlian life. Then we are told tlir.t 
the landlords }ia<l great stakes in tlie country. 1 am (juile willing to 
admit tliat tliost* people who have ]>os.scssed ju’operty Imve got some 
sink • if you la li, ve in private jirJunTty ; but what about the stake of 
life wl.ieli tin* c»ther eitizeiis have / Which landlord chii tell me that the 

life of a poor citi/en can he valued in terms of niniicy ? (’an any one 

tell me that t»*n acres of lainl is ‘'ijual to the life of one eitiz.eii ? The life 

of a citizen cannot be valued in terms of pro])i*rty at all. If you taki* the 

j)eo])lc in this country and liiid cuj iJe* amount of stakt* which their lives 
have in this country, you will dn i that the stake of your ])ropetly is 
vory small ind(‘e<I ; and that it eaiinot be com{lared : therefore, it is 
wrong to talk of people having stakes and. on that account, their rights 
shotdd fie protected. 

An Honourable Member : If lias b(*eome fashionable for them to say 

so ! 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : If Goverumeni are going to protect anything, lei 
that Government first protect the lives of their* subjects. That is the 
one tiling that iHupiires protcclioii. Have the Government of India ever 
thought of doing so .? 1 was told that, in one of tlie paragraphs of the 

White Paper, the Government of India proposed to protect the rights of 
property. I want to know whether tliere is a paragraph in this White 
Paper where the right of life is secured to a subject in this country. We 
all now talk of unemployment ; we hear about unemployment • tliere arc 
hundreds and thousands of people who lose their lives on account of 
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starvation. Is it not the dufy of the Government first to secure this 
right of life,, and then talk of securing the right of jjroperty ? Before 
Government, therefore, puts down any clause in the Constitution that 
the right of property should be secured, let Government put down in the 
Constitution that no citizen shall die of starvation. That is the first 
principle that wery Government must accept ami must ff)lIow. After 
doing that, I can understand the Government talking of securing the 
rights of property. I,' therefore, feel that it is wrong for any Go\'‘rn- 
nient, before they secure the right of life to their citizens, to go into the 
qiioslion of securing the rights in proj>erty. What will be t!ie clu et if 
we ;ie.'»(*})t a Tvesolutiiui of tliis kind ? Governnienf niav reijuii-i* laud for 
the good of tlu' comimiiiity. for securing the lives of the citi7(*ns, in ordor 
to make the life of the (‘itizens secure. Government may not havo the 
money to pay compensation. If, out of 350 millions, abtuit which my 
friend, Mr. Das, talked the other day, 340 millions are in danger of being 
starv»‘d, sinnily bi'caust* the land 'oelongs to thr other 10 millions, will 
not the Govenmicnt l)e justified in iaking away the land of the 10 milli'm.s 
ev(*n without compe?isalion, in (»r<ler to protect the lives of the reimnning 
340 millions ? I am not snggcstitig that GovcFainient should follow a 
policy of confiscating without ecuiipcnsation ; hut 1 am talking about 
the Ultimate right of a Co>v(*ri!ment to take tlie property of a e’.ii/.ou 
when that taking is absoliueix necessary in tlie interests of the com- 
nnniity. .\s my friend. Mr. Jadhav, has jiointed out, if ynu oneo say 
that no man's property can be taken away by Government without eoiii- 
pensation, you really arrive at an a’osnrd position. My friends say that 
they really do not waut to seenro the rights only in land : they are (piiie 
willing to protect tlie rights in oilier matters also. Suppose I have 
thousand rupees, and an income.ta.\ oflieer comes and says ; “ Out of this 
amount, you must pay nn* Its. 10 ”, and 1 say to him. you eannot tuKC 
away my property witli<Hit (om]>ensatioii, wliat will be your reply ? The 
is that the compensation is the good of the eommiiniT.\'. 'Plie 
principle is the same. 

Mr. President fThc Honourable Sir Shanmnkbnm Chetty) : The 
Ilonourablo Member’s tiin^* is uf>. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : The })rinciple is tin' saun* that when Government 
take away anybody’s j)rf»porty, Govf*rnm(*nt pay eomiiensation to every¬ 
body, not nccM'Ssarily in the h>rm of money, but Government pay eom- 
pensation in the form of Ilje good (»f the eominunity. 

An Honourable Member : Would you ac.copt tliat compcn.satioTi for 
labour too ? 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : Well, f?ir, T am quite prepared to accept it even 
for labour. If once you^^nlmit the principle that no man’s property can 
be taken away without compensation, you maki* Government difficult. 
Government must have tlie power to take away property in order that 
their affairs may be conducted. 1 will tell the IIouk(» one small example 
and then finish. In the United States of America, they had this prin¬ 
ciple that no man’s property can be token away without compensation, 
hnd they fonnd it very difficult to levy the Income-tax law, for the very 
rea??on that I pointed out. Government, therefore, .should have the right 
to take away the peoples’^property, and the compensation which Govem- 
ttCttt, may offer on some occasions is the compensation an libe way iff 
tmblio pood. Mr. President, 1 oppose tbis Resoluttion. 
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Mr. F. £. James (Madras : European) : Mr. President/ Mr. Joshi is 
liiniself a gift of nature and belongs, 1 hope, to the wlnde community of us. 
The lJ-()iil)Ie with Mr. Joshi has always been that he cannot make up hie 
mind as to whether he is an evolutionary or a revolutionary. Unfortu¬ 
nately, he })egan Jiis speecJi by stating that it was far from him to suggest 
that no Government had any right to confiscate any laud without com- 
pens.'ition. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : No, Sir ; 1 did not say that. What I said was that 
1 would not recommend to the Goveriimeiit to adopt a policy of confisca¬ 
tion without compensation, but 1 insisted that tlu^ Govennjient should 
p(»ssess the rigid. 

Mr. F. £. James : So that Mr. .h^shi’s position has slightly shifted. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : No, not at all. 

Mr. P. E. James : While he admit ; that In* will never liimself recom¬ 
mend < :<'verniiu*nt to take a ]>artienla'‘ course of actii*n. yet, iu the same 
breath, he admits that (h»v(‘rnment h ve a right to tak*' that coiir*sr of 
aetion. .Mr. .Joshi an (*<juilatarian. lit* believes in «-very one having 
exaetJy llu' saiue rights in land and in ]»ro]>erty a^- -‘very one el.se. JIc also 
said til'd lie had rights in liis (»wn persona' body and in his own per.^onal 
mind fiu-gctting for a luonient that the ecpnlatarian principle does nor ajiply 
to I he menial sjdierc, for oin* man's brun is \« ry oft- ’i larger dian an-nlier 
man's iirrin. lint I will not wast(‘ tin* time </f tin* House ’ny going o’/ei' all 
iJic grounds that Mr. .Joshi covcr<‘d in a general dis-siutalion wliicli is m<.re 
snIiJ'bb' for a debating s<»ciety ihali for a scri<»us di.scnssion on a Ib'selntion 
dealing witli a particular aial mo.st important p(*int. 

The M(jver of tlic R<‘solntion lias chosen, 1 believt*. an ap]»ropriaie oc'ca- 
.sioii on wliieh to placf* his point of view l)efore tin* House. ilf> is not deal¬ 
ing wit.h L 1 end jiroprietary rights ; In* is dealing with proprietary rights 
in land, and 1 suggest to the House that as ran* wln» is int»*rested in land, 
be has a peidcct right to juit that particular point of vii*w. I might object 
to the Ibsolntion in that fic lias n<»t mentioned in it other rid.Is in wliieh 
Metnlieis (5f my own eommunity. f()r example, and rither indusM*ifilis:s are 
partienlarly interested ; bu.t 1 am not c<un]daining about the l^esolntion 
on that score. 

Now, Sir. I tc'ike my stand on the g.’uera] ])n>positioii iriat il is a.vioina- 
tie lha.t iu tlm future the Indian Legislature must In* free to lub'pt a pt»]icy 
of aepniring for the State land or any othei- property for tiu* well 1)-*lng of 
tlie Stale. 1'his l\(‘.soluta.|i does not il<‘ny that principb-. What it does 
say is that the State slionld not aecpiire any property, whetliei* bind or any¬ 
thing else, iinh'ss it gives adecpiate eonipensation. In other words, v.e are 
anxious t(* be safeguarded in the futnn agaii.st confiscation, and tliose, who 
arc not prepared to support a Resolution of tliis description, an in fact 
leaving the door wide open to confiscatory principles in the future. 

Now. Mr. Rre^sident, 1 want to urge upon the House the importance of 
this position in view of the prolmlile future developments. .1 very much 
doubt wlietlier, in view <»f our pfe-oeenfvations with the political issues in 
tfcis conntr.v, any one of us has s]>ared himself the.time or the leisure to 
think into the future and to realise Wbat foreof; are in the world today and* 
what foree^; in this eoiiutry will be released even if the existing proposals of 
the White Paper arc carried into law by the BritLsh Parliament. 1 have 
sivixviMtd this })oint in other plaees during the last lew weeka« atnl 1 am \>»ry * 
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' I Mr. F. E. James.] 

aiL^ious to take this opportunity of stressing this point in this House. You 
haxe only to look round the world to realise tlie forces that are at present 
in (^\istcne(‘, violent forces, tremendously strong forces, which are st'curing 
,and retaining power by the jmnciple of confiscation, the very ])rinciple 
tliar tliis Resolution seeks to deny. Go to the continent of Europe^ and you 
find Ihere, whetluT it is Rolsjjevism or Fascism or Hitlerism, t!uit tin* Avea- 
]» 0 !i Aviii(di tiny use in every case is the wt‘a}>on of confiscation, wludlnn* of 
lH*rson;il or })roprietary rights. And surprising as it may scmu, wh<*n we 
looK fnitlier west across the Atlantic, we find tlie President the Tiuted 
Sfal<*s engaged in tlu‘ tremendous task of trying, almost simjh'haiided, to 
restore liis ]>eople to t*coiiomic i)rosi>erity, and using Aveapons Avhich come 
vei v ne.;r tlie bonier line of ct‘nfis<*ation. 'riierefon*. these loree'; *'i‘e iri 
tile woi-Jd t<ulay and appear, oAving to tiio inability of rulers or ol' Vie people 
tc' si'care what they Avant. to be training grounel. 

T have suggested tliat great forees Avill be released by tlie \V!iio‘ Ihpx'r. 
I v.ant the House to envisage tin* fulnn* if it ean.- great pr(»\ine"v abso- 
liit**|y Maj'.iroveiiiing, with L<*L'‘i^latores "leeled on a tre!ieud«»u.sl;, '\ide 
fiaiieiii.se. The ju'obleu:'- of the future are not going to be the jMo'ilieal )iro- 
bb in^ willi whicli Ave are eoueiuaied now (»r Avitli wliieli w<‘ have been con- 
ceiord in tin* i'.-st. "riiey an* tr(*iu!r t'* ’ ■ essentially <*eoiionii'' ]ir<’b!ems, 
ar.ci, in the large extt'usions of fraiiebise, AVe are goiiiLr to find Vial r-'rc'N 
Avill l-e arising all oA'er the country liased upon economic poliei'-v, led by inen 
Av]t<* lielong to a younger generation than that tf> Avbieli v'o* lifbnig ; and 
that tiicst' forces will find a place in the Provincial LegisbPure. of Mie 
fii’-ni'*. 1 b(‘lieve in som»* pmvlne**'^. liefore v(‘ry lontr. wo shall liavf* 

mini^Tj*i(‘s in f)(»AV<*r support ‘d by g*reat majorities in Pro'-ineial Eegi-da- 
tuios Avitli radical programmes .sneli as cat?) .Mr. Joslii t(Mlay floes not dream 
of. I b'-licA’c also that in a v<*ry short time after tin* Federal Fmstifution 
ha.s been e^lafilislied. e\e7i tlif>ugii av(* may have a leavening of llie conserAii- 
ti\’e (lements in the country, the ])ersonne| of iMembers in this Ilfuise will 
f)e (‘ompletely cliang’cd. Sir, s(»me of my friends on the other sale, v.lio are 
at present jiosing as leaders of Democratic Parties, Avill disaripcar. never to 
return, and in their place we sliall liaA'c Tuen Avho Avill come buAvanl with 
real deinoeratie principles, men who Avill he liere on a definite programyne 
tending towards Avhat is commonly known as socialism Avith a bias toAvai rls 
l/M* forcible confiscation of property. T do not think that I /im forecasting 
anyihin^r tliat is fantastic, f helicA-e thfi.se of us, Avho Avill liav * f! e privilege 
of living during the next 25 years in this ecnintry, Avill realise lhai Avhat T am 
saying noAv Avill actually come to pass, and probably conn' to pas^' i»i a far more 
violent form than wa* tioav imagine. Is it surprising, therefore, in A'iew of the 
ffiTces that are at present existing in the AAorld and in vieAv of the fiu'ces 
that are shortly g-oing to he relea.sed in this country by the constitutional 
pro/)o.«aIs of His ]\fajesty^s OoA'ernnn'jif,— is it snrjirising thaf tliose avIjo 
haA'c fTrent interests in land should Avish to haA'o it laid doAAn in ihe consti¬ 
tution that the State should he forbidden to acquire ])roperly, Avitlioiit 
paying due compensation to those who oAvn that ])roperty ? Mr. Josh I, 
although he is a moinher of the Joint Parliamentary f Committee, has enire- 
^ misread paragraph 75 of the White Paper proposals where il deals Avith 
the stateTnent of fundamental rights.• There is a sentence in Avhieh it says: 

"His MajeBt 3 ’’*B GoATnimcnt see seriouB objections to giving statutory oxpresKien 
to any large range of decl.arations of this character, but they are satisfied that certain 
provisions of this kind such, for instance, as respect due to personal liberty and rights 
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of property ami the eligibility of all for public ollice, regardless of differen^s of 
caste, rcligiou, etc., cuu appropriately, aud siiould, limi a ^ Constitution 

Act.*' 

Ill Other words, the White i*aper proposes an express protection of 
rigiits of pro])erty and that covers the point which has been made by the 
Mover of this Resolution, in my opiniuii, liie CoiisUtutioii Act of the 
future should contain an express provision to llie elfeci. that no persun shall 
be dejirived of his property unless proper compensation is made, tlie 
amount to he ascertained liy arbitration or by judicial pruceevllngs. Xow, 
Sir, wuilr J say tJiat, wJiih* I join willi my landlord friends in suggesting 
that there should la* some provision in tiie Constitution Act whieh would 
act as a lirst line (»f defence against cMUiiisealiiu., j am also aware of the 
forceful a]ii»cal which was so eloquently made by my Honourable friend, 
Mr. JJajpai, wlii‘n this mattt‘r eaine up in tiii^ llous(.* befnre. As far as 
I reiiiembei-, \\!.(‘n Ibis iiiattfr was diseussed my lion mu al)le friend, 

Mr. ]»ajpai, laid ])artieular empliaMs ii] ()n tlie part wliieli t!ie landholding 
communilie.s .^il(^uid ])iay in the inture. I l>eli*‘Vi* that the future of India, 
as to wiietln*!* it wiil go tlirough the }»roeess of grmiual ev«»jiiTion, or wie llier 
it will |jliinge itself into tin' eliaos (d’ revolutionary attempts by forcible 
melbod.s, will largely depend upon lii** atiitude to pubiie lif»*. To public 
.service, ami t(» the Legislat hits, all-India and rr(>vineud. of the Luvat land- 
holding tMmimiuiiti(*s. 1 «lo ii.ti sngLo*s( f<»r .'no moiuciit lha? they have 
iKd jilayed in the juist a very valuable part. I know, far as the land- 
hoi(lei‘s in .Madr.is ar** <‘oueeriu‘d, at the [iresent time yn\i c;i:i hnd 
tiiigui.'‘lied men >vho are .'^pending themselves in tiie i)ublie st‘rviee. in all 
kiiuhs oi* tields, politieal, .social and economic. And 1 bellt'vc that. lI" ’oog 
as they play that role, ihe I'iuium* will 'oe iir.ght as far as c/o:utlouary devc- 
InjnmMit is eoiicerm'd. 

-Mx- ilcfioijiahie fricMid, 31r. h. > Niiwgn'sted that t’!' 1 ualh 'Ider^ 

did iini ph'jy a l^•a^ollal»le part during tiic Hre.it War. 

Mr. N. M. Jobhi : I d. i not >..y iho . 1 "aid they had mu played a 

greater pan than ill*' <-iner citizen^ 

Mr. F. E. James : 1 am vei-y gladi h> liavc tiiai pul right. If I mis- 
iiiidersto*'(1 my Ibnioiu'ai'h* friend. I aj}ohfL’’i>e t«> iiim. 

Mr. N. M. Josiii : You always mi^under^tau i. 

Mr. F. E. James ; 1 am v* ry glad *o kimw that he ])lact‘s the land¬ 
owning coiiiinuniiy on a level witli other c(unmunitjeN who .^aerificed so much 
of bha-d and Irejsiire during the War. i»ur my main j>oinf is rhai iliis is 
a liesoiulion whieh ask.s for sialutorv [>roteetion against eoiUi'-'ation. noth¬ 
ing more, iiotfling less. If only asks tliat if the State of rh.* fo'nr,- shonul 
e<HMe lo the eoi!'*itision tiiat ft>r finblic purpose^; it must :u*(p,;ire pioucrty 
which at pii*.M*!it is in tlie hands of other tumpU*. it shall not acquire that 
pro])erly without, paying adequate eompeiisation the amount <d' wiiich Uhs 
been .settled by arbil/Mlion or h\' judicial f»roee<‘dings. I suggest that in a 
House of this eharaeter ami at thi.s particular liim* of the day wh(‘n tlie 
th)int. ParJiamenlary ("oinmittee is about to resume its Itibour.s, it is of the 
Utmost imiiortaiiee that we slioidd ])laee on reeord that tliis i> only a just 
muiest ; and we sliould underline tlie suggt*stion of the Tbvsolntion tlmt 
tliere sliall be a stiitntory provision, either in the declaration of rights or in 
some other form, that this forni of forcible confiscation which is finding 
favour in so many quarters throughont*the w’orld and whieli is the gospel 
of certain political ])arties in this country should be ruled out as far as the 
Constitution Act is concerned. (Applause.) 
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Sir Gowasji Jehangir (liouibay City : Non-Muhaiuniadan Urban) : 

1 had no iiiteiiticiii of takin «4 any part in tliis debate, but tlie extraordh- 
nary speech of my Honourable friend, Mr. Joslii, extraordinary even 
for Mr. eJoshi, forces mo to rise just for a few minutes not only to reply 
to Mr. Joshi but, if 1 may not be eonsuiered audaeions, to conj^ratulate 
Mr. -iames on his very useful and bnliiant speech. Yesterday sf)nie one 
said I hat my Honourable friend, Mr. 13. Das, was at heart really a 
capitalist v.iiile iii this House he professed to l»e a democrat, or even 
a socitdist. I am tt'nqded to say tluit luy lloneurabU* fruuid, Mr. dosln, 
ap]»eara to me today to be at heart a e.omnn;ni.st, while nmst i»robobly 
he lirmly believ<*s iluit he is realty a socialist. Therefeu'e. ! do tiiiuk 
it is CNsenlial tlial, if not all of us in Imlia, at l(‘asf we in tliis House 
should realise tl\e distinction between soeiaiism and e^unniunisni. What 
this lves(dution desires to put (ui record is that \re a?'e ae:ainst e.om- 
muuism but we are not against socialism. 

My Honourable friend, Mr. flo.shi, (‘xhibited in liis speeeii a con¬ 
fusion of tlion^dit which seemed to me extraordinary. He asked my 
Honourable friends who have sponsored this Hesolution as to who made 
the land which they now claim to be their own. lie tiien went on to 
say ‘ Why do you eorifiiie this Resolution only to land. Why not to 
iny brain and my body \ 1 ask Mr. Joslii who iinnie his brain and who 

made his body ? 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : 1 was ajrainst (*verv kind of proprietary rii^lit. 

I simply asked that (luestion to show the absurdity of the whole thinpf. 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir : Mr. Joshi started lus speech by sayin^c that 
he was no revolutionary. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : I still claim that. 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir : He clearly asked us whether In* had a pro¬ 
prietary right in his lirain and his body. I ask him who made his brain 
and who made his body and if he claims a proprietary right in his 
brain and his body, 1 say that my Honourable friends can claim etjual 
proprietary right in the land they own today. The difference between 
socialism and communism is this, that in socialism the Government of 
the day can take a part of your wealth by way of taxation tor the common 
good of the people but in communism Government can confiscate all you 
l ave got. Now, the confusion of thought is made completely clear by 
The analogy which my Honourable friend, Mr. Joshi, gave. Jfo talked 
about (uniing Its. 1,000 and Governnuint demanding Rs. 10 from that 
one thousand by Avay of income-tax. He said that if he (‘laimed pro¬ 
prietary rights over the wliole of the thousand ru]>ees and if the principle 
is ]»nt on record that proprietary' rights should be mainiained, tljen h»» 
went on to argue that Government could not (*laim l?s. 10 out of the 
thousand. There comes the confusion of thought. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : No. 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir : In socialism Government can levy a tax on 
your wealth for the good of the people by a law of the land! 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : 100 per cent, tax all round. 
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Sir Cowasji Jehangir : Mr. Joshi will have to part with his Rs. 10, 
as wt* liave had to part for years with a very hi^h percentage of our 
incomes and nobody complains. That is socialism. Who introduced that 
principle f)!' socialism in the world ? Who carried it to an extreme iioiiit ? 
it was (in-al Jiritain. In Kngland, socialism has gone further than in 
any other couniry in the world. Vour income is taxed for ine good 
of I In* pettpu* an extent not taxed in any otJier couulry in Europe 
and it was supporteil by a ConservatiYe Government. In the same way 
1 am a socialist, as good a socialist as my friend, Mr. aosbi, but I iciuse 
to be a eommunisl and l>eeaus(‘ I reiiise to Im* a communist 1 am prepared 
to ‘iivt* my wliolehearted support to a Resolution whicli jiiiis on record 
the jirineiph* that Government shall not conliseate but shall lake by 
legisla:on, by Un* law of the land a proportion that it is pre|)ared to 
ta-e from the poorest as well as from tin* richest, ('oinniunism ineaM.s 
tafing aii fr<mi those who have got and giving it to tln)se who liave not. 
D' cs .Mr. Joshi lielieve that wo in this House or, may I say, a large 
ma.i(*rjly of thinking peoph* in this country will refuse in tlie future 
to i.e taxod fur tin* common good. Whether wt* like it or not. we shall 
have to do it and we are prepared but we shall not admit the prim-iples 
enniu'iated hen* today by my friend. Mr. Joshi. who practically advocated 
tht j)rinei[)lc td’ eonfiseation, ft»r h«* ^aitl that if the people are starving 
Gnvt*rnmt*nt should have tin* rigitl to confiscate lands, properly and 
the '.|ln*r proprietary rights that the pt‘ople may have in order to 
prevent that starva1i(»n. 1 will not admit such a prinei])le. The rigditH 
(>f life arc ])roteet(‘<l by Government by laws and regulations. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : Which 1 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir : If I were to kill you, Mr. Joshi, I will swing. 
!/le is tints protected by law. Those are the rights ol life, but if 
Ml’ Jnshi refuNo.s to work and thereby starvt*s, 1 cannot be depriveii of my 
binds ;iinl my property to feed Mr. .loshi who refuses to work and 
pv*‘!.'rs to starve. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : I am willing to work, but cannot get work. 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir : Then Mr. Joshi can call uixui tlio Govern- 
mei 1 and the country to feed him, if they cannot give hitu work. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : Get it be in the Gonstirution. 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir : Tin* principle enunciated by Mr. Joshi and 
lii*^ friends is that for those who .starve because they will not work 
(Tovernmeiit shall ooiifiseale tin* properly of j>eo))le who have Avorked 
for it and accumulated it or who may have inherited it due to the sAveat 
of the broAV of their ancestors. These an* the principles, 1 trust, this 
country Avili nevt*r accept and 1 do hope that this Resolution Avill be 
jtassed unaniTnously, siiuplV' because Mr. Joshi has made the oxtraordi 
nary speech he has, and let me express tlie hope that there may be 
many true socialists, sueli as T liave explained, in the country in the 
future, not merely socialists in name but cominnnists at heart. They 
are a class of people avc desire to .SAA'pep out of the land. True 
.socialists Ave sliall Aveleomc. T^et us hope that eA'cry one of us Avill be 
such true socialists. 

Mr. N. M. Jdshi : Who is to deeide ? 
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Sir Oowasji Jehan^ : Let us liepe that the landlord will really 
be the true fnther ot his tenants, lie will then he a jrood soeialisi. 1 
have nothing nioi-e to say and 1 do hoi>e that we shall rarely hear jn’in- 
ciples eiiunciated in this House, sueh as we had the niisfortune to liear 
today. 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai (^iSeeivtary, Department of Edueation, Health and 
Lands) : The Itesohition moved by my Honourable iriejid, Laia Jirij 
Kishore, raises a suhjeet which was also disc*iis.s(‘d in March iasi on a 
motion moved by Mr. Aiiklesaria and I do not propose, because of my 
Ifoiiourahlc frjeiid, 31r. Joshi's excursions into somewhat dcwastating 
doetrines, to J(‘t my remark^ waiM*. c .-vcr a Avid<‘r lield than is l(‘:^ili- 
mafely co\-ere;i by tlie iu'solutn-. . hctoi-r the* House. On that (X'casioii, 
when 31r. ‘saria moved hi'^ ni(»iio,i in this tin* then Leader 

of the House. Sir it. 1^. 31itter. pointed out that the (fOverunHoi; of 
India iiad reeojnmended to llis .Majesty's Government tim! [I’-oieetion 
shall Ih‘ given lu proprietary rigiits in \hv new ('onstituiion Act. 
That Ills Majesty’s (Jovorninent have aeeept('d that reeommendf'td>n 
j is home out hy pai’agrapli 7.") fit' the projiosals for 

Indian (dnistitutional reforms, from whieli 1 shall 
read liie reieva.nt ]> trtion ; 

His Maji'stv's (r<u'ormiu at set* sorioas object ions t(t statutory ixij. s'^inn 

to any large range of <]eelarafioa«: of tliis riiaractcr {fhiif is to ,sv/?y. dfctitnitions 
to jvitdiun* ntal i.ffhis) but llcy an* .satisfici lh;il certain }>rovisions of tliis kiiul ‘.urh. 

for instance, a's »• sp<*ct one to jjersoual liberty aifl rights of j»ro})erty.shoul i tip'l 

a place in ti.e CoastitutioJi Aci.-' 

These proposals reprcvc?!t I lit* considenxl viowk IIi>, Maj»*.>ly’.s 
GoveriiiiK'iit ami tiiese proposals, an* ihuv before the Joint s^loct ( nm- 
mittee of Harliameut. 1 gather that since tin* Joint S»‘h‘< t ( ommittee 
of l^irliament startl'd its labours evidenci* has also h *en ied in 
sn]»])ort of tile roeommendation which is cinoodic;! in parajrapi To. 

In the (dreum'•tances. Hie only a.d\icc which 1 can givo in my i-'.il 
friends is Ji:i\e j)ati('iiee and tru't to the '-ense nf his'ico ami Tim :-,ens(^ 
of rair?i(**^K of 'iK* Joint Solmt (‘nnimitice of rarlmioent arj i. .si!!»se. 
quoutly. wli! »i the Jiiatti r c' Tm.*s hefnr(‘ Parliaiiici't, of Parliament i '-*:’’. 
Bectmse my Honourable friend, Mr. Josld, wlio. 1 arn sorry.lo say, is n-i 
longer .. his seat has oiiuncia1C!| oorlain novel doctrines and I)* ' ansi* 
he haopons to !»e on Hie Joint Select ('onimitto»‘ of Ih'ir!iao.coit, 
let not my Honfmrahh* frieTids, who support this T\(‘srdulion or favour 
the prirndplcs embodied in it, think that his views are groing to pnwail. 
The intcTitiou of (lovernmeiit is to forward these proe(*e.lings (r, His 
3Ta.i(‘sty’s Governmeut to ])c laid before Hn* Joint Select Comniiliec of 
Parliament and I am (;ni1e sure that when the Gomniitti*e and the 
Members conn* to r‘*fnl what has hoioi i in Hn* eiairse of Ilic «lis' ussl(»n 
today, the Twohlem will fall in its tnn* iierspeetive, and Hie vi(‘wj, wliie.h 
will prevail with them, T hope, will he Hn* views which havi* been ex¬ 
pressed SI’ clocjneTiHy by my friend, 3Ir. Janies, and !y my fiicnd. Sir 
Powas.ji Jehfingir, and m^t the views which ha\i' been cx])r(*ss< d by 
Mr. Joshi. 

My Ilonourable friend, Mr. Lahiri rhaiidhury, in the course of his 
remarks, expressed some doubt as to whether the proposal in para¬ 
graph 75 meant that statutory protection will bo given to proprietary 
rights or whether such protection will he relegated to what he considers 
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to be a less secure document, namely, a Proclamation by the Sovereign. 
I refrain from presuming to interpret the White Paper. That function 
legilimately belongs to Parliament. But there seems to be no reason 
lor my Honourable friend to think that either ills Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment or the Joint Select (Jqmmittee of Parliament have made up their 
mind in favour of what he considers to be the weaker procedure. As 
a matter of fact, by reading paragraph 75 as it stands one would be 
justili(;d in saying that the inclination of ilis Majesty’s Government is 
moi-e in favour of statutory protection than protection by Proclamation. 
Sir, there w'as another point made by my Honourable friend, Lala 
Hi ij Kishore, wdio w^as not merely thinking of statutory protection 
wdiieh is to be given to the right of property. He also seemed to suggest 
tiiat proteetion shall be given to the class to wdiich he belongs by 
special representation. Xow% I do not know^ w'hether that is strictly 
germane to the Besolution w’hieh is now' being considered by the House 
but I would remind my Honourable friend and the House that this point 
was d(*all wdth by Sir Brojendra Mitter in March last. Sir Brojendra 
Mitfer then explained that under the Communal Aw'ard of His Majesty’s 
Government—and the proposal which now- figures in the Wliite Paper 
js based on the award—landlords wdll have special representation to 
l!ie extent, I think, of 36 seals. 

Mr, M. Maswood Ahmad (i*atna and (’hola Nagpur nuj} Orissa : 
Muliarninadan) ; But that is very little ; it is not sufficient. 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : My Honourable friend wdll not let me complete 
my remarks. It may be, as my llonouralile frituul says, that the 
nutm‘!’ieal sp(*eial reservation of seats jiroposed in the Wiiite Pa])er is 
not wliat would satisfy the landlords, but my lb)noural)h* friend might 
also retleet upon the other remark wdiiidi w’as made by the then Leader 
(d* the House, namely, the enlarged electorate of something like 27 or 
L’S per cent, of the adult }iopoulati<»n of this country. If that tdeelorate 
reflects in any w’ay the proportion of agriculturists to the total popula¬ 
tion of this country w’hie.h is 80 per cent., then, by virtue of their birth, 
their position and the .special o]>portunities for serving their tenantry 
wdiieh the landlords have, they wdll be able to secure representation in 
future Legislatures not only to the extent of these 38 or 40 st*ats but 
in much larger numbers. That, Sir, brings me to wdiat I consider is 
the most fruitful contribution made in the course of the discussion 
today, namely, the remarks of my friend, Mr. James. He emphasised 
that the trend of events in the w^orld outside demonstrates the inherent 
futility of mere paper safeguards for one section or the other. Why is 
it that Hitlerism is devastating the constitution of Weimar in Germany 
Why is it that Fascism has replaced the system or the order which 
prevailed before it in Italy f It is simply due to the fact that dis¬ 
contents were set in motion which the system of Government or the 
Party in po'wer at the time w'ere unable to control and because of 
grievances w^hich those systems were unable to redress. T submit that 
it is not any written provision in the Constitution w’hich is going to 
help the landlords, no matter w'hat that provision may be. What is 
going to help them is leadership in the spirit of service to their tenantry 
wdiieh alone is going to ensure for tlieni the protection and the position 
which they claim. 

L25->LAD ' ' 
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Nawab Major Malik Talib Mehdi Khan (North Punjab : Muhain- 
iiiadari) : Sir, my friend, the Honourable Mr. Joslii, wishes to take us 
back to the period about which it has been said : 

** When Atlnin deJved and Eve span 
Who was then the gentleman ? ” 

If he ^oes into the history the property composed of land, houses, 
and so on, whether personal or public, he will not be able to find its 
origin, and if his princijde that where it lias been discovered that any 
proj>erty has been achieved by violence, tlien violence should be used 
to the owner being deprived of it and giving it to somebody elso is 
accepted,. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : I did not say that. Wliat i said was that those 
peojile who liave got by violence have no moral right to object to other 
people using violence. 

Nawab Major Malik Talib Mehdi Khan : .which means that 

those who liad ac^jiiircd some property hy unfair means have no right 
to keej) it when tJicir brethren are starving in the country, as chaos 
will be the result. What should wc do then ? We should l>c rcijaired 
to divide it whether by consent or by force. Suppose it was divided 
in tlie year of grace 1933. and after another 20 years or so, we find the 
same inequality, because the Dis])enser of bounties—whatever you may 
call him, I call him God—did not grant the same amount of brain power, 
wisdom and determination to each man or did not afford each person 
a ebanco to cultivate them. Another 20 years, and the man witli better 
brain will again carve liis fortune, another division, and so on. Wliat 
will be the result ? The worker would lose his liard earru'd income. 
8o, what is the use of working and ajiplying one's brain if the idlers, 
wlio are sitting in the streets will come out to divide the projicrty ? 
There will be no incentive left to work, and everjnme will fly at each 
other’.s throat to deprive him of his earnings. Would my Ilrmonrabb* 
friend, Mr. Joshi, like that system to bo adopted in India ? My llonoiir- 
ablo friend, Mr. Brij Kishore, the Mover of the Hesolution, belongs to the 
landed gentry, and has thus ])icked out his own subject, namely, land, 
but there is no reason, as 1 said above, tvhy houses and every other 
prof^erty should not he safeguarded. There may be other persons who 
will come fortvard with Resolutions safeguarding such things. To urge 
that everything should be divided or that everything should be equalised 
is impossible. Instead of that, we ought to bring a scheme to ameliorate 
the conditions prevailing in this country. I know little of what is 
actually going on in the Western countries, but I find that there is plenty 
of work for Indians to do in their own country if proper steps arc taken 
to have it done. I think it is the present system of education which is 
defective. Our young men, when they get into .schools and colleges, 
the first thing that they learn is to abhor the occupation of their fore¬ 
fathers. 

Mr. President (The Honourable >Sir Shanmukham Chetty) : The 
Honourable Member will resume his speech after Lunch. The House will 
now adjourn till Half Past Two. 

The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till Half Past Two of the 
Clock. 
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The Assembly re-assembled after Lunch at Half Past Two of the 
Clock, Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shanmukham Chetty) in the 
Chair. 


Nawab Major Malik Talib Mehdi Khan ; Sir, I was objecting to the 
])re.seiit day education. Wlial 1 mean by it is that the t*dueatioii in Indian 
schools and colleges is mostly theoretical, which we requirij it to be 
j)ra< tjeal and it should be based on such principles that the callings and 
j)roiessiojis existing in India are improved by the products of these 
insiitntions. My second jmint is labour. 1 said in my opening remarks 
that there was jdeiity of scope in India for many years to come lor I he 
people to earn their livelihood. There is plenty of labour in the couniry, 
but we ought not to look upon it Unemployment which is causing 
so much trouble in the country, is mosth’ among the educated classes 
who, as 1 said just now, do not get the proper education and find tliat 
maoual work is beneath their dignity. If this can be remedied, there 
would be no uiiemploynicnt or starvation in India for many years. 
My friend, Mr. Joslii, s])oke something about the rights of people in 
property. I will not go far back now,—but refer the House to the 
ProeJamation of the noble C>ueen Vietoria made just after the ]\lutluy 
in whieli the rights in properly were upheld and it was repeated Ly 
her Kueeessors. We have to take the facts as they are now and it vvill 
jiot .serv(j any useful purpose to opeai the point and go back to the 
history of each holder of property. Not only will it not serve any useful 
])urpose, hut it will do harm. Unfortunately 1 find that an idea is 
gaining ground in the country that the rights of people in [)roperty 
should be enquired into from a given period, if not from the beginning. 
If 1 remember aright, I think Mahatmaji is also of the same opinion. 
Fie holds that we ought to go back for a hundred years and sift the 
j)osiilou of eaeh [>roperty as it is. Similarly, Pandit dawaharlfd Nehru 
loured in tlie Allahabad district and delivered speeches which tended to 
t)ic disruption of the rehPions between landlords and tenants. I do 
iiv)t know what the conditions are in the United Provinces, but 1 can 
say tliat no diflerenee exists in the Punjab between the landlords and 
tenants. The landlord knows that his interest is interAVoven with that of his 
tenant and that his work cannot go on without the help of the tenants. He 
deems it his duty to support his tenants and make them as happy as 
possible ; and, if there is no dispute betAveen the tenant and the landlord, 

I Avould say that it Avould be very uiiAvise to create disunion betAveen 
them. With these remarks, I su])port the Resolution of my friend, the 
Moatf, and am thankful to Government for their offer, as Mr. Bajpai said, to 
submit these jiroceedings to the Joint Select Committee of Parliament. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : Sir, I Avhole-heartedly support this Resolu¬ 
tion and I Avould remind my friend, Mr. Joshi, that it is not correct to 
say that landholders have taken possession of land by means of force. 
It is as incorrect as to say that Islam was spread by the sword. Sir, the 
history is this that in the Hindu periiKi and in the reign of the 
Mughal Emperors there were Avaste lands and jungles. Landholders* 
ancestors spent money and offered services for getting the lands. Then 
thej’’ tried to make the lands fit for cultivation purposes. They cut 
.inngles and they prepared big irrigation schemes. After lots of troubles 
2.')3LAD 42 
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and after spend in gr a sufficient amount of money, they made the lands 
fit for cultivation purposes. 

1 do not represent the landholders’ interests here. Rather 1 represent 
the tenants’ interests much more and I can safely say that this Kesnlu- 
lion is supported by the tenants as well. This resolution is as essential 
for tenants as it is for landholders. 

I want to say, Sir, that those orifjinal landlords also are not found 
now in large numbers in Kihar and Bengal. The landlords, who are 
found in my ^n’ovinee, are those who purchased land trusting in the 
announcement of the noble Queen Victoria. They trusted the words 
of Government and spent lots of money on inirchasing these lands about 
wliieh my friend, Mr. doslii, says that they may be confiscated. There 
is a suspdeioii that the interest of the landlords and of the tenants 
conliict with each other, but, ] say, it actually does not conlliet. If 
landlords be eliminated, I think it will be impossible for tenants to keep 
the land in the present condition and the land will deteriorate. My 
experience is that nowadays landlords are doing much ; they arc 
responsible for irrigation and all other things. 

Mr. B. V. Jadhav : We are doing without landlords in Bombay. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : That may be so, but that is not the 
condition in Bihar. In Bihar and Bengal, 1 think it will be imi)Ossible 
to keep the land in this condition without the landlords. Quarrel rni 
irrigation and other tilings are going on in the fitdds and tin* only man 
on the spot is the landlord. It is impossible for tenants to s]H*nd 
thousands of rujiees for making irrigation arrangements for a village. 
Tenants will have their tenancy in one village or two, but this irrigation 
.system sometiim^s recpiires to be taken from two or three villages far 
off. Interest.s of two villages sometimes conflict with end. other. It 
will not bo possible for tenants to maintain this whole system. 

If my Honourable friend, Mr. Josbi, wants to protect his (dher 
prop(‘rties, like brain or body, then he may bring in a Resolution ?'nd, 
I tliink, neither the representatives of the landlords nor of the. tenants 
wdll object. We will all try to .save his brain and his body. 

The que.stion of coinpensuition was discussed the other day here and 
Mr. Joslii came forward with a long li.st that compensation should be 
increased and so on and so forth. We do not say here that it should be 
increased or anything like it : we say that if (lovornraent want, for the 
benefit of the public, to take up land, they must give adeejuate com¬ 
pensation. We have trusted them. On their words we have spent 
thousands of rupees in purchasing lands ; so, if they want to honour their 
words, it i.s their duty to compen.sate when they require any land 
the public use. 

My Honourable friend has suggested, as I remember, that lands 
should be divided equally amongst all—no more to one man and no 
less to another man. Where was my Honourable friend, when he 
suggested the other day that the compensation for the man earning 
Rs. 10 should be so much, and that, for the man getting Rs. 200 a 
month should be .so much : he did not suggest that the compensation 
should bo uniform for all employees, whether they get Rs. 200 or less, 
lie never suggested that all labourers should get equal pay. I say, 
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tJj<* iiJ( a is not possible at all. As I have read books on Bolshevism and 
al)out llussia, 1 find there also people exist who have more lands and 
less lands : in the whole world, 1 do not' find any country which can be 
shown by my Honourable friend where lands are ecpially divided lo all 
men. Our requirements are diirerent : one man may have a iaiv'c 
rainiJy aiui another man may require less. God ITimsell' has not divided 
land or money to all His creatures equally. What has not been done.... 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : May 1 interrupt the Honourable Member. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : 1 am not p:oing to pive way to the 
1 buionrablr Member. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : I am staiKliii.u' to a ]ioint of oialer : is an>' 
jioimiiraide Member (‘iititled to put in my mouth words and stuitinients 
v iii'*li I did nnl «‘xpr«‘s.s ? I never said one word about equal di.slri- 
i»!ii I.Ml of laud in this eountry. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : That is not a point of order. »Sir. I have 
nnt»‘d iiere. and if my Honourable friend will ”d and see his speech at 
\\u time (if correct ion. In* will find there what 1 have (pioted here. If 
!h‘ now su^^^o'sts that more and less land ean b(‘ "iven. tlnm T have jxot 
noiliin”’ to say (Ui that point, and I ho}>e my Honourabl(‘ friend will 
( nrrcel lliat portion of his speech. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : I challenge the Honourable Member to take the 
!*rpo!*t fi’om tin* reporter ami if he finds that tliero is no mention of 
c'l lal distribution of land. 1 hope he will a]>ologise to me. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : Tf that is s(». 1 will be certainly ready to 
omii it in my sj)e(*cli if allowed to do so. However. I am ^dad to bear 
tli/ii In* has no (i])jeetion in havinj; more lands. 

Tn eonm‘(*tion witli tliis Hesolntion, I will, further, say that it is a 
most iimoeeiit Hesolntion that has been moved and this is a prinei])le 
whicli sln»ul(l la* aeeepted everywhere, that wliatever rights we haw got 
in jiny land, the money wliieh we have spent on purchasing lands 
jflits the eoinpeiisation slnuild 1 m* paid to us if Government want to lake it, 
.iFid it >l!Oiild bo d(*finc(l in el(*ar W(»rds in the fitture (Constitution. Witl) 
tl:cs«* words, I snp}»ort my Honourable friend’s Hesolntion. 

Lala Hari Raj Swarup (rnited Trovinees ; Landholders) : 
Mr. l*’’o>id(*nt. I have great pleasure in aeeording my sup])ort to this 
Hesolntion whieli has b»*en mov«*d by my friend. Hai Baliatlnr Brij Kisbore. 
I will ( nly ^ay niu* word ab(»ut what ]Mr. Jo.slii ha.s said and tlieu leave 
him aloiM*. !!«• s;ii<| dial land was a gift of nature and that some zamindars 
got it without any elfort or by force of arms and so they did not ib‘.serve 
any ]T»»l(‘et ion. Harring a V(‘ry few, say one or two ]ier cent,, T think. Sir, 
mo.st of tin* zamifidars at tliis time are sneh as have ])aid for the land that 
they have ae(piin»(l ; ami, as such, I do not see wliy he should Hike objection 
To this fie.solutioii. ^ly Honourable friend only says that if proprietary 
rights arc to be taken aw^ay by the Government, the Government should 
give adequate eompensation. 

1 am thankful to the Honourable Members of tliis House for having 
aeeord(*d support to this Hesolntion and especially to Sir Cowasji Jehangir 
and Mr. Baj|)ai for having advised the Zamindars to beeome natural leaders 
of the tenants and to improve their relations. I w’ant to inform this House, 
on b/»half of the landholders, that our relations with our tenants are as 
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cordial as they could be. If at times you hear of agrarian troubles, they 
aiv. simply fomented by certain sections of the i)eople who want to carry 
their points with the tenants and take advantage of their ignorance. We 
have ulwa^'s been trying to support llic cause of the tenants. As a land¬ 
lord in the United Provinces, 1 can say that we have been lighting hard 
with llie Government for the reduction in water rates wliich directl>' atIV‘cts 
the tenants. This is only one instance and can be repeated, but 1 will 
only be content by saying tliat we have always stood by the side of tiie 
tenants. We went even further than this. When we found that changes in 
Tenancy Legislatioii were necessary, we did not obstruct thongli they meant 
some (Mirtailment of our riglits. As for instance, wlien in GovernmcTn 

brought forward the (irst tenancy legislation i!i the l-idted Provinci'.^j, all 
the landlords gave their whole-hearted sii])])ort to that legislation. hecans(‘ 
ihey thought that it would im]>rove the lot of the tenants. Similarly, also, 
in the case of the h‘gisIalion. The House will, tlierorore, see that the 
Zamindt*n*s have nevei* lagged behind in prol<‘eting the rights of the tenants ; 
and, ])y moving this liesoliiticm, they sim])ly want that their owji viglit*' 
should he maintained a<tul they shenld not he d^stnv])ed in j)rotor t iiig their 
(»wn rights and the riglits of their ttmanls. So. Sir. 1 sup])ort this Ueso- 
lution. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai (Sind : Xon-Muliammadan) : Sir. I will iml 
take a long tino' in giving my support to this Resolution. My ehi<*f 
])itrpo,,t in gettinj>r up to speak is to draw the attention of the House 1 > 
the relations between tlu‘ Zajnindar and t(*naiit in Sind. I must say at 
the v.'ry beginning tliat. in eonsidoring tliis ]b*.solntion. the d(‘hate has 
drifted very far away. This is a restriet(‘d Resolution and w(* should ha\’** 
eoiifiiied ourselves to the Resolution alom* without thinking and indulging 
in socialism, communism or even Josliism W<‘ have nothing to do with 
those que.stions with this restricted Re.solution before the House. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : May I ask the Honourable Mcnnher what the 
relations between landlord and tenant have t’o do with this Ik^soliition ? 
Thi.s Resolution asks for a (*on.stitutionaI right. 

Mr. Lalchaud Navalrai : In placing the Constitution aright, if the 
Zamindar wants lliat the Government should be fair to him, protect 
his riglits and ])Ut them in the Constitution, 1 say the pea.sant and the 
tenant require the .same to lie done by the Zamindars. I was submitting 
that we have nothing to do with anything more in considering this R(?solii- 
lion. We are confusing the (piastion altogether if we go beyond it. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : Y(»u are. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : I am not. On the contrary T submit that 
there was no question here of seeing wha,t is going to ha])p(*n hereafter 
when the Honourable Mr. Joshi expects eommunism to come intn India. 
Sir, communism is ‘jaid to have done the gn*ealest injii?-y to lininanity out¬ 
side, and noliody .should even think of introducing it in India. The rights 
of the tenant's and of the Zamindars have to be equally protected. 

Now, Sir, coming to the Re.solntion it.self, we find that this Re.solution 
wants only two things ; one is that the vested rights of the Zamindars should 
be incorporated in the coming Constitution so as to give them the necessary 
protection, and the second is that there should be no .such measure by 
which a Zamindar’s land could be confiscated by Government without pay¬ 
ing liim compensation. Sir, when 1 read tliis Rt^solutiou this morning, T 
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w'as wondering why such a Resolution had at all been brought forward. I 
was feeling that the rights of the Zamindars were vested rights, and that 
the f)resent Government had not done anything to de])rive the Zamindars 
of their vested rights. I again put a cpiestion to myself as to why the 
Honourable the J\Io\ or had brought forward this Resolution when the 
Government liad n(‘ver olTended anyone in that direction and when the 
tiling is ])erfe(*tly ])at(*nt in itself. Then 1 looked at thf> second portion 
when* it is said that no land should be taken away without conipeusation. 

also J was similarly wondering, because there W7is actually the law 
on the ])oint',—th(‘re wa.s the Land Acquisition Act which says that, if 
any land is needed by Government, it is legally taken from the owner oi 
it after paying him due eomp(‘n.sation. Hut when 1 heard the debate.— 
I am not Idaming my friend for bringing fonva.rd such a Resolution,— 
and win*!! f lieard my friend, Air. doshi, I thought it would really create an 
in!])re.^sion among the Zamindars that s(»m<‘thing wro!!g was going to ]j» 
(lone to tin*!!! and. ther(*rore. my fri(*iifi had every right in coming forward 
witli a Resoliiti(»n like this asking the Government to )»rotect tin* Zamindars 
by inserting tile iier*<*ssary safeg!iards in the new Gonslitntion. Sir, I again 
say that the (T()V(*rnment are sincere on this ])oint,-they are siiieero frr 
t\''o wavs. When av»* read clause 75 of the White Pa])er. we find that it 
d<»es not say that (ioveri!meiit are not going to protect the vested rights ; 
on tin* contrary they say that th(‘re is (*very likelihood of the necessary safe¬ 
guards being incorporated into the (5)i!stitiition with regard to ])ro])erty 
and person and we had it just now from a responsible member of the 
Government, 1 mean the Secretary’ in the ICriueation I)ej)artinent. who 
plainly told ns that Government had no intention of doing anything wrong 
lik(* tiiaT to adv<Tseiy alY(*ct the interests of the Zamindars. On the 
coi!trary, he advis(‘d caution and patience to the Alover of the Resolution, 
until the matt(*r was d(*cided in England, but. in my view, there is absolutely 
no f(*ar that Government will do wrong in this matter. We have been 
askii!g for deelaration of riglit.s, and this is one of the cloelaTation of 
rights that tbe.se gentlemen want .should be included in the Constitution. 
Whei! 1 heard my friend. Air. eloshi. for whom I have always got regard, 
beeaiis** lie is very sim^en* in putting forward his views and he is bold 
enough t<» ])lae<* liis views iu this House, because it is not everybody who 
can come forward and ]dace liis personal views in a House like this so 
undauntedly, I give him full credit for that,—but when I heard my friend. 
I must say th.at be was wrong in a(‘ensing tlie Honourable Alember—the 
Alover—for bringing forward a Resolution of this kind instead of a general 
Resolution. When he comes f(»rward with Resolutions and (piestions in 
this House, d(K*.s not my friend. Air. do.slii, restrict himself to labour 
questions and R(*solutions on matters of labour / Has he always brought 
forward gem'ral llesolutions with n*gard to tin* rights of the peoide ? 
T)i(*rofore, Sir, the gentleman who lias brought forward this Resolution is 
perfectly within his rights, becau.st* he ha.s iuteivst in land, and surely it is 
only but riglit that be should come forward with Resolutions relating to 
land in which all of us are also interested. 1 submit. Sir, it was wrong (rn 
the jiart of Air. Joslii when ho said that the Resolution, even if worded in 
some other form, would not he acceptable to him. 

Then, again. Sir, I ]!ave no doubt that this Resolution will be accepted 
by the Government and the Constitution will be framed in aceordanee 
with tlie terms of this Resolution. T don’t say that only this declaration 
of rights should he incorporated in the new Constitution, I certainly want 
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tliat other rigrhts of ours should also be included in it. This Resolution, 
of course, does not call for reference to conditions under which land came 
in ])ossession of Zamindars, but I mifrht tell my friend that Indians land 
wa.s Indian, and the Indian people divided the land between themselves. 
That is how the land descended down, and some lands were since then 
Iransferred from one hand to another, and so on. T do not know why 
snoli questions should liave been raised at all. The Resolution will un¬ 
doubtedly be acceptable to Government and to every one of us on this side, 
but I want to jrive one advice to the Zamindars and it is this. Sir, T wa.s 
very elad to liear fi'om my Honourable friend from the United Provinces 
that the Zamindars tliere were very fair and that they ])ro^^ded with all 
sorts of amenities to their tenants. I am very very prlad to learn it. but, 
Sir, the condition of our Zamindars in Sind is quite ditferent. There, Sir. 
the Zamindar wants to devour the tenant ; lie is not' only unfair to the 
tenant, but his intt*rests are detrimental to the interests of the tenant ; 
he robs him and he keeps him uneasy, (vlw Tlonourahlc Mrwhcr : 
“ Shame.”) Sir. it is really a shame, and I want that my voi(*e in this 
House should reach the Zamindars in my province so that they mifrht 
improve the jiresent conditions. 

An Honourable Member : It is loud enougrh. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : 1 know it la. Sir, 1 necfl not go into 
details mov. This is not the time for it. 1 think it is siiflieient for me 
to say that the Zamindars in my finwince an* not treating tin'ir tenants 
fairly and ]>r()])(‘rly. Put, Sir, for this 1 would blame tin* Government as 
veil, and it is foi- this reason. The Zamindar wants to hoard up all tin* 
land, he would like to have every pi(*ce of land that can he got to he in 
his poss(*Nsion. and a certain ty])e of him wouhl play tin* part of a hull 
dog or a fiet dog of Government. IL* tri(*s to please tin* Government ; he 
is always with the Government, and he does it from ])urely selfish motives. 
He wants more and more land, and every big Zamindar in Sind has b(‘i*n 
given enough land by Governnn*nt, and when he becomes hankru])t or goes 
the Insolvency Gonrt or when his e.state gets under the ])roteetion of 
Encumbered Estates Act, Government again come forward and give* him 
large acres rif land, on the plea that the Zamindar has to maintain the 
dignity of his liouse. Ls this fair ? Therefore, the Zamindar in my part 
of the country has been spoiled by Government. T hope the Zamindars in 
Sind will inijirovc* 1h(*niselves. This Resolution by implieation does ask the 
Zamindars to he fair to tlu'ir tenants, and, in that seiise, this Resolntieii 
is not restricted to big Zamindars alone, because tJjere an* small landlords 
also wlio hold land and in some cases are harsh to th(‘ir tenants. Wlien 
the rVmstitntion will ])rote(*t the rights of tin* land, surely the other rights 
also will be ])rotected and embodied in the Dc*claration of Right's. There- 
foF'e. T hope this Resolution will commend itself to every Afernher inelnding 
my friend, Mr. Joshi, who, T know, is open to conviction. 

Several Honourable Members : Sir, the question may now be put. 

Mr. President (Tlie Honourable Sir Shanmnkham Chetty) : The 
que-sfiou is that the question be now put. 

The motion was adopted. 
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Rai Bahadur Lala Brij Kishore : Sir, I am very thankful to the 
ditferent Members of this House who have taken the 
trouble to support this Resolution, f am also fflad to 
know tliat th(> danp:eroiis doctrines enunciated by Mr. Joslii have not been 
subscribed to by other ^Members of this House and a sufficient reply to 
bis ar^ujiients lias been ably friven by my friend.s, ^Ir. James and Sir 
fovasji. I am also j^lad and am thankful to Mr. Bajpai for the sympa- 
tlH‘1ic reply wliic'.b he has jjiven and also for his promise to forward a copy 
(;!' tins debale to tin* Joint Barlianientaiy Committee. I think it would lie 
more forcible if this Itesolution is carried unanimously and then sent 
to (lie Joint l*aj*liam(*ntary (‘oinmittee. There arc no other points wliicli 
re«jnire any n‘ply. I, therefore, do not wisli to waste the time of the 
House and 1 commend this Resolution for your acceptance. 

Ml. President (The Honourable Sir Slianmiikham (ffietty) : The 

fjUestion is : 

“ Tliat this Ashciiililv rer(nnnn‘inls to tic* (iowriior (iciicr.-ii in (Viiiiii'il t(» take stfps 
to {'••t infor]M)ratc«l in th«* now ('oiistitiition :i provision to tin* cflVct that the piopriftary 
rij^lits of nnv eiliztii in the lainl shonhl not be taken awnv I'or any reason wiiatsovver 
\\ithoiit iht' ]^aynl(‘nt (jf a<le<juate eonijiensation. ” 

Tlu‘ motion was adopt<*d. 


KES(dd*TH)X fiVs ADMISSIONS TO THE MILITARY ACADExMY. 

Mr. B. N. MEisra (Orissa Division : Non-Mubaminadan i ; Sir, 1 lieg 
to move the followinjr Res<.)lution that stands in my name : 

‘‘ That this Assinntilv Teeoinniends to the (rovernor General in Couneil : 

(1 } tliat Hte}>s be taktni t<i im-rtsase the number tit* arlmissions to the Military 
Araiieiny both by tlireet exaininatit/H as well ;js by selei'tioii from the 
ranks ; 

(2j that if this be not fouiui i»raet.ieable at present, stejis be Uikeu to increaae 
the niimlMT of a«lmissions by .selectitm from the ranks and espeeially from 
the ‘ Y ’ eadets before they pass the age-limit.*’ 

Sii’, my objeet in juittinpr this Resolution before tlie House is to 
draw its a1 lent ion to the unsatisfactory and slow jiaee we are jroiiiir on 
with the IHdianisatifni of the army. Honourable Members know that 
at present we are taking bO cadets a year by both din‘et examination 
and selectifin from the ranks and. if the annual rt'cruitment of Coin- 
missioned Ranks in the Indian Army he aj)poxiinately 1*20. we can 
ultimately only aspire to a bO ])er cent, ratio of Indians to British Offiv^ers 
at the most and that in not less than a period of ‘lb years. This is (tuite 
simple aritbmetie. Now, Sir, T ask the House to eousider this position 
fully. 1 maintain that unless the pace of Tndianization is more than 50 
per cent, of the annual reeruitment, it is absolutely impossible to acliieve 
our object, namely, the ludi;misation of the Indian Army within a 
reasonable distance of time. Tf the objoetive before all of ns is to 
achieve the status of a Dominion, any sclumie of Tndianisation of tlie 
army, whieh we are working, at present, or which may h? drawn up in 
the future, must have a direct reVatiouship to thal ohiectWe. 

To l>e frank, T want to know whether the pre.sent pace of 

Tndianisation, whieh leads us only to .50 per eent. after a period 
of about a quarter of a century from now. satisfies the legitimate 
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wishes of tlie people of India. Unless more vigorous steps are taken, 
it will remain a pious hope. We, as responsible public men, do urge 
upon the Government tliat a scJicme must be prepared so that public 
opinion may be satisfied that there is a reasonable chance of the Indian 
Army being liidiaiiised within a reasonable distance of time and the 
resi)onsibility of self-defence being made over to the Indian rarliament 
at some time or other in tlie near future. 

►Sir, the (jue.stion, therefore, is that the Jiumber of adinissi(nis to the 
Indian Military Aeaclemy be increased to more than half tlie number of 
vacancies that occur every year, so that the objective, namely, the Indianisa- 
tion of the Indian Army be achieved within a reasonable distanc(‘ of time. 
I do not want to limit tlie (]ualification of the Indian I'adets. Von can put 
them to a thoiamuh test. 1 do not desire the efticiency of the Army to 

be in the sliirhtesi degns* impaired, because we shall bt‘ putting in their 

iiands the iu*n})erty and tlie lives of ilo erores of imni. 1 am lor very 

rigorous and stiiet tests of their capacity. But. what 1 cannot uinh'r- 

stand is that. Avifh an a!n|>Je mati'rial and a heroic history behind us, it 
is thought that we cannot product* 120 boy.s pt*r ye.ar from amongst 
nearly one tjuartt*** of ilie worhi's ])opulation who will be able to stand 
tlie most rigorous and .strictest test of efticiency b(‘fore th(*y an* granted 
Kings Gominissions. Sir, tin* lessons of the Great War are not \ cl 
forgotten nor will they be ever forgotten. Our .soldiers stood the }iorrtu*s 
and the gravest con.setpiences of the War as wtdl as any other nation of 
the world and they proved their mettle. You can liavc no better test of 
endurance and heroism. 

1 wish to reier to the .scheme adopted by the Government (d‘ India 
in 1922 which cmitemtilated complete Indianisation of the Indian Army 
within 30 years. Turning to Appendix 1 to that report, the number of 
commissions to be granted during the first 14 years according to that 
scheme annually averaged 81,4. The number to be granted during the 
second perhid averaged annually 182 and the number to be granted 
annually during tlie third jieriod averaged 227 on an increasing scale. 
In thi.s way the S(4ieme contemplated complete Indianisation of tlie 
Indian Army in 80 years. Sir, T hold that there is no reason to think 
that the conditions which existed in 1922 have undergone such a material 
change that the same principle cannot be adopted now. With tlie 
development of the new' political structure in India, the defence of India 
must to an inerea.sing extent be the concern of the Indian people and 
not of the British Government alone and, in order to give jiractical effect 
to this principle, the rate of Indianisution in the Indian Army should b(* 
commensurate with the main object in Adew% having regard to all relevant 
considerations such as the maintenance of the recjuisite standard of 
efficiency. We must have more Indians in the Army. Our sole concern 
must be to have an increasing numl>er of Indians in the Army. For so 
many years, only Europeans have been em]»loyed in the Army. Indians 
have not at all been encouraged. If they have been engaged, it is only 
as sepoys and not a.s officers. What I plead before you is that Indians must 
be officers in the Army. With these words, I move my Resolution. 
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Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shanmukham Chetty) : Motion 
moved : 

** That tluH Assembly recommends to the Governor Greneral in Council : 

(1) that steps be taken to increase the number of admissions to the Military 
Academy botli by direct examination as well as by selection from the 
ranks ; 

(U) that if Ihis be not found practicable at pr(\sent, ste})s be tiikeii to increase 
the number of admissions by selection from the ranks and especially from 
the ‘ y ’ cadets before they jiass the age-limit.’' 

Mr. B. V. Jadhav (Hoiuba.v Contra! Division : Xon-Muliaiiimauaii 
Kura!) ; TJ]<* Resolution is divided into two parts. The first part has been 
a(le(iual<*l.\ (h*alt' with by my friend, Mr. Misra. Therefore 1 need not 
refer to that ]»ortioij of the IRvsolution. His Execdleney the (‘oinmaiider- 
iii-Cliiel in the other plaee explaiii(‘d the military ])oliey of the Government 
of India a?id therein he said that the present was not the time lor inen-asimj 
tile iinmi>er of admissions into the Military Academy. Tiii-^ is not lie* 
place to ei’itieise that d(M']ar/i'tion and J shall confine myself Mie soe(md 
part of the Resolution that — 

** if this be iu»t found jirjodicublc jit present, steps be tukeu to incre?i«e tiie iinmoer of 
admissions by selet tiojj from the ranks and es]»ecially from the ‘ V ' cadets before tiiey 
pass the age-limit ’'. 

Admissions to the ^Military Academy are of cadets from tw.) caie<rories. 
Thirty cadets every year are admitted on the strength of n ev'mpetitive 
examination and 30 more are admitted from tlie ranks. When the scheme 
was first started, it was feared that the supjtly of cadets from tlie ranks 
will not h(‘ suffiei(*iit for the 15 cadets wanted every six montlis. Hie 
(b»vernmenl at that lime took steps to i-nduee cajiable young men to .ioin 
the army and to (pialify for admis.sion into the Military Academy thr(»iigh 
the ranks and those young men wlio Avere .specially induced to join the army 
are now described as the cadets. A number of (piestions have been 
asked and answered on the floor of this House and the condition of reeniil- 
ment of Ibe ‘ Y ' cadets has been fully explained to the Members here. It 
is evidep.t that tlie.sf* ‘ Y ’ eadets were induced to join the r.nny in the 
year 11130-31 and althougli no specific promise Avas made to tliem. expeeta- 
tions Avere raised in their minds that if they were ])roperly reeommen led 
ami if they pass the test that AA'as recpiired of them, they Avill Iuiav a pref»*r- 
enlial claim to be admitted into the Military Academy. Rut since the eii- 
roliiMMit of fln*se ‘ Y ’ cadets it AA’as found by the army authori1it*s that per¬ 
sons already recniited into the army and s«‘rving in the co?iimissi(>ned .‘.nd 
no:!-eomm'ssioned ranks of the A’arioiis regiments Awre also drawn from the 
properly educated clas.ses and that tliey Avere alst) eligible for adniis'^ion into 
the Military' Aeadomy, the fear that Avas at first entertained that a 
sufiiei(‘n1 number of ead<*ts Avoiild not be available Avas found to be 
unfounded and it Avas found that tlie su]>i)ly from the ranks ordinarily 
recruited Avas mvirly suflieient. 

[Al this stage ]Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shanmukham 
Chetty A'aeated the (’hair Avhieh Avas then occupied by Sir Leslie Hudson, 
one of the Panel of (’hairmen.] 

Xow, a sort of a competition has arisen between the ‘ Y ’ cadet.s and 
the men A\'bo come regularly from the army. The * Y ^ cadets joined th<^ 
army Avith expectation of being sent up to the Military Academy ; but the 
recruits that Avere ordinarily recruited in the army did not join 



1154 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


[7th Sept. 1933. 


I Mr. 13. V. Jadhav.] 

the arjiiy \vith that ex])eetation. Their hi^^hest expectation w:is to rise 
to tlie Viceroy s CCommission and at the end ot' their service to be Subedar- 
j^Iajor or liisaldar iMajor. Of course, according to the new ruh.*s tJiey were 
perfectly legible for being sent to the Militaiy Academy it they were found 
fit and 1 am glad and rather ])roud of the army tliat they are supjilying 
men in sufficient numbers from the anny to take nj) the vacancies in the 
3IilitaJ*y Academy. Bnt. 8ir, on account of the unexpected suoply from 
the regular army, the eliaiices of the ‘ Y ’ cadets have been ralluT siiaky 
and many of the t)arents of the * Y ’ cadets are entertaining rensonabit* fears 
that perliai)s at tlie end of three or four years their .sons might be thcown 
out of tlie army. It is to ventilate this feeling of the parmts tlial tljis 
licsolutien appears to liave been tabled by my learii(*d friend. Sir, lliere 
vere in all. as we were told here, 34 cadets recruited, out of whom about 
seven or eight have been already admitted into the Military Academy. 
Three have resigned and two or three are found to he not tit for the offi¬ 
cer’s job in the army. 8o, 1 am given to un(h*rstan’d that ahnm 20 eandi- 
dates are yet awaiting their admission into the Military Academy. The 
recruiting of ‘ Y ’ cadets has been sto})ped since 1931 and no more er:dets 
are now taken on those conditions. Therefore, this number is a very 
limited one and the second part of the Resolution asks Government 1o make 
special provision for these young lads. These young lads h5i\»* mostly 
come from the colleges. Tliey have joined the army in th(‘ lowest grade on 
tlie expectation that they will have an opportunity of serviiig tlu'ir country 
by being .sent to the Military Academy and afterwards serving in the 
oflicers’ ranks. Tlie military service is not a v(‘ry remuuerati' e service. 
Hie exfienses of the officers are very heavy and it is f(mnd rlial at least in 
the first five or six years tlie salary that is paid them is not siiffieieut to 
maintain an officer. TJierefore the parents or the guardians of the young 
officers* have to supplement their salaries. 8o, from the pecuniary point 
of view the military seiwicc is not a very attractive one. Tlusi- yourgmen 
from the colleges have joined the service in the lowe.st rank and are roiigli- 
ing it not for the sake of lucre hut for higher sense of service to their 
country. Tliese yonnginen were syiending lis. 50 to Ks. 70 a nnuith in tlieir 
college care('r and now they have to serve on Rs. 16 a month in the army 
with all tlie inconveniences and hardships to which a private is exposed. 
They aj-e all doing it very courageously and it is very creditable to t'liem. 
\ow. 1 ask Government to see that they also discharge their duty by lliem. 
They were especially recruited and the ecmiinanding officers of the regi¬ 
ments to whom they were attached have liecn asked to suhniil ipiarlerly 
re])orts about their work, and in the case of 20 cadets 1 am giv«*M t(» under¬ 
stand that tlie reports are almost .satisfactory. It is for Government to sec 
that they do something for the.se young men. T do not iiKsui to say that the 
admission of the regular officers from the army to the Milit-ary Academy 
should he stop])ed in order to ])rovide vacancies for these ‘ Y ’ cadets. It 
would be an act of injn.stiee in the ca.se of the ordin:iry officers v ho are found 
fit for the Academy. But, then, if Government finds it difficult to make 
provision in the number of admi.ssions #»acli six month to satisfy the claims 
of the officers from the regular army and of tin* ‘ Y ’ cadets, then the prayer 
of this House is that the number of admissions from the ‘ Y * cadets from 
the army should be increased in order to provide sufficient vacancies for 
the ‘ Y ' cadets. This will be required to be done for a v»‘ar or Iwo and 
it will not be a permanent arrangement, because when these 20 cadets arc 
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cloijred (»ir, then the regular admission of 15 officers from the army ynay 
he resinri(*fl. Therefore, we pray, Sir, that Government should take these 
thiiifrs lnt(» consideration and send tliese 20 cadets to the Army as early as 
possible. This is the prayer that has been offered in the .seeoml part of tJi(‘ 
ilesoliition. Tliese ‘ Y ’ cadets as well as the officers from the aririy have 
to he admitted into the Academy before th(*y complete tlieir 25th year. 
Tliei-e is an a;re-lirnit. If this a^edimit is passed before they are admitted 
into th(‘ .Academy, tin*!! their whole career will be bli^lited and it is for this 
reason that this prayer is ])laced before Government. 

Mr. Chairman (Sir Leslie Hudson) : The Honourable Member has 
one minuie more. 

Mr. B. V. Jadhav : At the same time, I pray that those persons who 
have been found nr will be found unfit for the officers’ ranks should also 
be prnvided by the military authorities in the Military Finance Department 
or sO!iie other civil (unploynient, so that those boys who left their eollecre 
carcfo* ie*ed not he sent awa.v in search of other jobs. They liave left their 
eolli‘fr»‘ ('areer and cannot re.snme it. If they are now asked to resijrn the 
army, tiiey will he thrown out of employment and their lot v.-ill be a bard 
(me. Tli(‘n‘fore Government should take steps to jirovide t}:eni with suit- 
abl(‘ jo’js. 

Captain Sher Muhammad Khan Gakliar (Nominated Xon-Official) : 
Sir, T rise to make a few obs(*rvatioiis on the Resolution under disenssion. 
At the outse{, 1 wliohdieartedly thank iny lloncnirabb* friends, the Mover 
and Mr, dadhav, for takinjr ke(‘n interest in improving the position of the 
Indian Army ranks. Aft<*r all they have rcuilised that somethinp: sub¬ 
stantial must be done lo improve the standard of education ainontr llie 
Indian army ranks. Tin* Indian soldiers have proved in many battle¬ 
fields to be not iiiferi(»r to any otli(*r soldier of tin* world. Before I 
proceed fui'ther, I wish to clear a doubt rejrardiii" ‘‘ Y ” cadets. I 
think in the minds (»f many Honourable Members there is a difference 
between “ y ” eadets and Indian ranks. As far as I know, there is no 
“ Y ” eadets in the Indian army. The other day 1 asked a question to 
tile Army Secretary about the definition of “ Y cadets. The Army 
Secretary said : 

“As I sittemptcd to explain llie other day, the * Y ’ i*adet is the term used in 
this country and is a term applied to certain youn^ men who went in for open (ompeli- 
tion of the army and failed to s<*eure suflieiently high marks to get a plaee ami wt‘re 
then given an opportunity of getting into the Indian army by entering some r^'giimnt 
or other a.** a sejioy ami, thereafter, running their chance of securing cadetship in the 
Indian iMilitary Academy.” 

In th(‘ Indian Military College Committee Report, paragraph 40, they 
have sim])ly mentioned Indian army cadet ”. They have sanctioned 
some privileges only for the “ Indian army cadet not for Y ” cadet. 
They say : 

“ We coiiHiiler that like the army cailets at the academy the Indian army cadets 
should receive their education at the liidian military college free of charge.” 

They never mention the word “ Y" ” cadet. I do not know how tkis 
expression has come to the minds of my Honourable friends. It is a 
very old expression which used to be prevalent in the British Army when 
the ranks were given Commissions in the Sandhurst and they w^ere called 
“ Y ” cadets. But here, in the Indian Army, any young man who 
joins the Indian ranks is entitled to go for the examination and, if he 
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receives a special certificnte, then, on the recommendation of C. 0., he 
is liable to be selected to go to the Indian Military College. In the 
second part of the Resolution, the Mover says : 

That if this be not found practicable at present steps be taken to iiuToasc the 
number of admissions by selection from the ranks and especially from the ‘ Y ’ cadets 
before they pass the age-limit. ’ ’ 

T must bring to the notice of tlie Honourable the Mover that there 
IS no “ Y" ” cadet and, Iherefore. the Resolution should simply be “ by 
selection from the ranks of tlie Indian Army 

Mr. B. V. Jadhav : May 1 remind the Honourable Member that in 
the speeelj of His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief, on the 1st 
October last, at tlie opening of the Military Academy, he also used the 
term Y cadets. 

Captain Sher Muhammad Khan Gakhar : Xo doubt tlie term is used. 
But there is no “ Y" ” cadet officially recognised in the Indian army. 
As a matter of fact, the term is used for the Indian army cadet. 

Mr. B. V. Jadhav : Then ultimately that ti^rin will cease. 

Mr. S. C. Mitra : Tln> term is well understood by ev^Tybody. 

Captain Sher Muhammad Khan Gakhar : For the Indian army cadet 
theiT is some sort of standard of education laid down and that is called 
special certificate, if lie passes the s])eeial eerlific:»t(‘. he is entith*d to 
he recommended for selection as an Indian army cadet. What I want 
to liririg t^^ tlie notice of iny Honourable friend, th(‘ Army Secretary, is 
about the education of tlie Indian army cadets. In tht‘ open coiiipelition, 
they take the hoys who come out of college with high education and, 
after selection, they go to the Indian Military Academy when* (here is a 
handicap to the Indian army cadets, because tin* latter have to compete 
with brother cadets who have very high educational qualifications. If 
my Honourable friends really want 1o im])rove the conditions and the 
position of the Indian army cadets, then they should suiiport me in the 
following suggestions. Owing to a very keen competition for admission 
to the Indian Ylilitary Academy, very highly educated candidates, with 
a thorough grounding, by paid coaches of exceptional merits, appear for 
the Indian Sandhurst open competitive examinations, whereas candidates 
who have received education at the King George’s military schools, 
Jhelum, Jullnndur and Ajmer, are generally in a disadvantageous 
position when competing against such candidates, owing to the fact that 
the education imparted to them by Indian officers employed in the mili¬ 
tary schools of Jhelum and Jullundur is out of date. The Indian officer 
instructors are not highly educated and have had no proper educational 
training and are, therefore, not fitted to instruct their students so as to 
enable them to compete with their fellow competitors. I, therefore, 
humbly suggest that the tutorial staff in the King George’s military 
schools of Jhelum and Jullundur should be civilians of highest educa¬ 
tional qualifications preferably with up-to-date knowledge of their special 
subjects. I wish to point out that it will be possible to effect an economy 
in the expenditure of these schools in this way as the salaries now paid 
to the Indian officers would be in excess of what the civilian teachers 
will receive. The present standard of education, though much improved, 
since the last two years, falls much short of what is required for the 
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Indian Sandhurst competitive examination. I would add that one Indian 
officer and three or four non-commissioned officers should, however, be 
retained in the cadre of instructors for the purpose of drill, etc. 

The second suf;’^^estion is this. It is a matter of sincere frratitude 
that the military authorities in India have recognised the services of the 
old Indian army by granting 50 per cent, of the King\s Commissions to 
educated Non-Commissioned Officers serving in the Indian army, but 
most of the Indian officers, while apjmeciating fully the idea of Itidian 
Army cadet, complain that no preferential treatment is meted out to 
th(‘ir sons in the selection (d’ the three vacancies which are entirely left 
in the hands of His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief in the competi- 
liv(‘ cxaniinalioTj for admission*to the Indian Military Academy and which 
they consider shoiihi go to the sons of the deserving Indian officers. They 
]’.!‘licvt‘ that owing to 1h(‘ir services in the Indian army, during the long 
past and their saci-ifices and achievements in ui)h(>hling and even enhanc¬ 
ing the rej)iitation of tiie army, their sons are deserving of special pre- 
f< ivntial ti-catment as even now the rank ami file in tin* army consists of 
tlieir own kith and kin. Tliey further n*qiiest that, wliile selecting cadets 
fi’om amongst the (vlueated Xon-C<»mmissioned Officers of the Indian army, 
preference may kindly he given to the sons of the deserving Indian officers 
who hav(* s(‘rved the henign Oovernmeiit with great distinction. In con¬ 
clusion, 1 hope my Honourable friends will have everi' synijiathy to improve 
tilt' i'f.iiditioiis (*f lh<‘ Indian army eadetvS. tApplause.) 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai (Sind : Non-Muhammadan Kural) : Sir. 1 
iiad to do .something with reganl to th(‘ entrance of a certain candidate 
into tlie Indian Sandhurst and I, therefon*, feel that having taken an 
interest in it I have certain views on this (jiiestioii. 

Sir, the Kesolntion, as it is worded, only means that what is required 
is further and more liidiani.sation of the army. On this question it cannot 
])ossil)ly he d(‘iiieii that (loverniri'ent have made a beginning in order to 
recruit Indian officers into the army. But our complaint is that the jirocess 
is very slow. It is a snail’s pace and we do not know when we are going 
to achieve oiir ultimate goal of Indianisation. As it is at present, I find 
that there are so many teehiiiealities and difficulties in getting into this 
Academy which may be called the Indian Sandhurst that it is high time 
that there shouhl he encouragement given to the candidates to enter the 
iVinee of AVales Oollege and the AcadeIn3^ Sir, 1 submit that that 
allegation, which was Ixung thrown into our face that there is a dearth of 
candidates, is long past. There are plenty of candidates now and people 
are anxious to send their children into the Prince of Wales College and, 
if there are any difficulties there, they should be solved and encouragement 
should be given. Sir, I said I had to do something with the entrance of 
a certain candidate into the Indian Sandhurst. I know a case in which 
a certain candidate had been sent up. The procedure with regard to the 
Prince of Wales College is that a student should be under 12 years of age 
and that he has first of all to approach the District Magistrate of his district 
and get a certificate from him, which is rather not easy. Then, if he is 
fortunate in securing that certificate, he has to go to the Civil Surgeon. 
Of course I do not think there is much difficulty there. Then lie has to 
go to the Provincial Government. The Provincial Government has to 
recommend him, and then only that candidate can come up for selection 
before His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief at Delhi. Now, you can 
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ta]ve it from me, Sir, tliat influence is required to througrli all this ordeal. 
It is not, as a mat1(T of eourse, lliat the candidate's are selected in that 
manner. Great influence has to be exercised and then only they can be 
sent for selection before Jlis Excellency the Commander-in-Chief. 

Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham (Array Secretary) : Sir, may 1 interrupt 
the Honourable ]\Iember for one minute ? The Resolution before the House 
deals with admission to the Indian Military Academy at Dehi’a Dun and 
has nothin^* whatever to do with the Prince of Wales College, which is 
merely a public school fur ])reparatioii lor the army. 1 thouf?ht 1 migrht 
remove that misapprehension because, from what Mr. Lalchand Navalrai 
was savin" the House mi"ht pret the imjiression that entrance into the 
Academy was a matter of influence, and so on. Entrance into the Military 
Academy which wo are now discussiii" is entirely by open competition held 
by the Public Service Commission. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : If my Honourable friend had wailed a 
little, he would liave found that 1 was coming to the Acad(*my in a short 
time and show the Honourable J\Iend)er what the difficulties were with 
regard to that Academy. My submission is that it is this Prince of Wales 
College which gives tuition to these young boys, keeps them for seven years 
and tJjen sends them up for the Academy. The Prince of Wal(*s College* 
is a stepping stom* to the Academy. 

Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham : As a matter of fact, they do send a certain 
number of boys to the Academy, but the Gov(u-nment College at Laliore, 
for instance, and other different institutions hav(‘ succeeded, 1 believi*, in 
sending a larger n\uuber of candidates to the Academy than tlie Prince of 
Wales College at Dehra Dun. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Therefore, 1 was within my rights in f)ointing 
out first of all the diffieultie.s with regard to tiie Prince of Wales College. 

Sir. to continue, 1 am much thankful to the Army 8(‘cn*Guy who just 
got up to correct me. 1 said that there are certain technicalities in the way 
of candidates though I am thankful to the Honourable the Aimy 
Secretary for getting that boy, in whom 1 was interest(*d, out of such a 
dififif*u]t\-. ] said that there was selection to take place before His Ex¬ 
cellency the Coujinander-in-Chief. In that connection tlicre are many diffi¬ 
culties That arise. In the instance which I have mentir)ned seven or 
eight camlidattfs liad to be selected from those recommended by the Provin¬ 
cial Governments. The boy in whom 1 was interested was not fortunate 
in getting the 8th i)lace. It was given to somebody else and he was sent 
away. Then he had to appear in the next examination which was after 
six imuillis. But just at iViat time he would luive been about one or two 
days ov(‘r age and, therefore, the parcTits, who were anxious to get that 
boy admitted into the Prince of Wales College, vrere very much exercised 
OAM^r this (piestion. J had to approach the Army Secretary and iu* very 
kindly helped me in the matter. Fortune also favoured him and it so 
happened that the eighth boy who was selected did not ai)pear at all so that 
thi»re was a vacancy and he got it. 

Well, Sir, what I wanted to point out was this that in encouraging these 
students to go into the Prince of Wales College and also to the Academy 
these small technicalities should not he stuck to. Then, the question, really 
covered by this Resolution, is that there should be an increase in the number 
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of cajjclidutcs taken. To take only eight or nine students from outside is a 
very slow j)roeess towards getting Indian oflfieers into the Indian army. 
Goveriinient, of course, are sincere in wliat they are doing about Indianisa- 
tion, ]>n1 tlxy sliould see that it is made quicker, and that is tlie sole object 
of this J^esolution. Ou this point. Sir, it will be very pertinent to refer to 
ihe sta1(*])jent of tlic S<K*retary of State, Sir Samuel lloare, at the Hound 
Tabi(* Confenuiee on behalf of the British Government Delegation on the 
;n*niy (|U(*stion. I will (juot(‘ a few passages and then ask what has been 
dom» sinee this stateimoit was made and whether the assurance given by 
the Secretary of State has been implemented. He said : 

“ TIicii llicrc' was flu* qneatioii of the r‘aa(‘ of Inflianisation and there they 

vv(‘r(' invitiMl lu*rc am! now to stah- a prograiiimo and to give almost an undertaking 
tlial a1 a i»arti«*iilar date tin* whole of the Indian army would be Tndianised. They 
('(jid<l i!(d a<‘t. In that way. With th<* host will in the world nobody eould give an under¬ 
taking of that kind. Thov had got to take into aceount a number of very important, 
and soiilf- of th<*iii ratlur obsc'iire, factors.*’ 

Then Ik* ni.jde n stntenient of the diflfieiiltics with regard to the expen¬ 
diture. nillit.'iry effieienev and some other. And now I will give the con¬ 
cluding j>or1ion of his spt'ech : In the concluding portion he said : 

“ Tln»s«* wen* (jnestions .siig-g'estod to the (Vmference, upon which nobody could 
<logmatise at present : tlie most they could do was to stat(‘ fjiiite categorically that 
their policy was a jxdicy of IndiaiiiHation in a.s large a measure ns was consistent with 
eftici<‘ncy. They had shown tlieir goodwill in setting up the Indian Sandhurst with very 
little delay ami in fjni<*keniiig up the rate of the experiment upon which they were 
alrend\ engaged.” 

Now, I would like to be enlightened by tlie Honourable the Army Secre¬ 
tary bow that experinnnit has been carried out. He goes on further to 
say ! 

*VLet them not think that the Government had no programme and were simply 
drifting on. They had a definite programme, r>c., the Tndianising of an Indian division 
and an Indian (\ivalrv Brigade and it was hoped that they would have other programmes 
of the same kind wlnm they had seen how* that experiment was going. As that experi¬ 
ment proceedcil, if it jiroceedod satisfactorily, they would be able to have a more 
ambitions programme than that upon which they wore now engaged. ” 

Th.'jt wns tlie st;itein(*nt made in 1932 ; and T would like In know’ how 
far that <*v])erinjcnt has sneeeeded and liow' far we are now’ going to be put 
upon tb.'.l ambitions programme. 

Mr. G. R. F. Totteiiham : Sir, as my friend, Mr. Jadhav, has pointed 
out, this Bosointion falls into fw'o parts : tlm TIononrahle the Mover dealt 
very clearly witli the first f)art, and Mr. Jadliav, if T may say so, dealt even 
more eleai’ly with tin* second part and explained the ])osition of the ‘ Y ’ 
cadets in terms w’hicli were almost entirely accurate. T must deal wdth 
both parts of tlie I’esolntion. 1 take it that the object of the first part of 
the lieselntion is to rt^eoiinnend that the number of admissions into the 
Indian Military Aeadeniy should be increased on the ground, so far as I 
nnder.stand it, mainly tliat the supply of suitable candidates now largely ex¬ 
ceeds tbe dt’inand. Even if tliat fact were true—and T do not deny that it 
would be possible to get a larger number of youths w’ho would be capable of 
passing the entrance examination than the thirty a year which is now the 
rule—T do not think that it follows for that reason alone that w’e should 
neces.sarily increase the number of admissions. It might as well be argued 
tliat the strength of the Indian Civil Service should be increased because 
there W’cre a large iinmher of boys in the country w'ho had the brains to 
pass the examination for entrance into the Indian Civil Service. It has 
been repeatedly explained to this House that the intake for the Indian 
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Military Academy is calculated exactly to cany out the programme of 
Indianisation which is now the declared policy of Government : that is to 
say, to supply a sufficient number of ufficers to Indianisc one whole Divi¬ 
sion and a Cavalry Brigade with all the nccessarj^ ancillary services. The 
annual intake required for that purpose, after taking into account the nor¬ 
mal wastage and also the fact that the number of fully commissioned 
Indian officers i)er battalion in future will be grt;ater tliaji it is at ])rosent 
owing to the fact that in the Indianised army of the futun* the Viceroy's 
coniniissioned officer will not \)e required,—the annual intake required for 
that puri)Ose is 60 a year. If therefore we were to increase the number of 
admissions to the liulian Military Academy to 70 or 80 a yej.r, it would 
mean that v>e should l)e getting more officers tlnui we recpiin* for that 
purpose : in other words, the demand for an increased number of ad¬ 
missions to the Academy is in effect a demand for an alteratioti in the 
present policy of the Gnvcrnnn ni of India in respect of Indianisation. We 
have i)eriodical debates in tliis llousi, and there have also been debates 
ill another place, on this question of the programme of Indianisation ; 
and I cannot add aiiytliing to wlnU His Excellency the Commandcr-in- 
Chief said on March Olii in another idaee in dealing with this subject. 
What His Excellency then said was as follows : 

** The iirograinmc ot Iiifli.-inisalicu was nrom men fled and agr«‘cd to by the 
ftaiulhurst Coniiiiittof over wliivh I juvs^dtd. That policy. Sir, Asas not iiinlcrtakeii 
without the nio.'^t careful tl)oup,lit oa the part .f evjTvhody eoncerned, and for reason.** 
which I have very often given, 1 think the House must realise that we cannot alter it 
at a moment ’a notice. ’ ’ 

He went on a litde hit later to .say : 

It is when the present oflicers have had 0 or 7 years’ more service find are com- 
manding eonqianies, s<jmidi‘ons and ]io.vsIl»Iy batteries that an advam-e might come. In 
another 6 or 7 years is the time to acciderate Indiani.satnon ; and I am perfectly certain 
that if these young nieti who are m»A\ si'rving in the Army show A\hen they have got 
14 years’ service that tliey ;ire til O' :i\>ame the re.'sponsibilily, which I think most of 
thorn will be tit for, there will be no «|nt s|if,!i but tlial Indianisation will be very rapidly 
increased.” 

Now, the time lifts not come to mfike thfit .'Klvarici' when tlie first batch 
of cadets has not yet jiassed <»ut of the Indian .Military Acjidcmy, find that 
brings me to fuiotlier pnint in the first ])art of the Ib'soli'.tIon. ]i semis to 
be assumed tliat beeanse there is an ample .sutiply of young men who are 
cajKilde of passing this entrance ex;miination. therefore th(‘y must ipso 
farlo be suitable material to imike military officers. That, T think, is a 
very large assumiition to make. Tii faet it begs the whole fpiestion ; find T 
do think it is neeessfiry to sound a note of warning against undue optimism 
in this respect. I luive no doubt, at least 1 think, that if T had tried very 
hard T might my.self have sueeeeded in ])assing an.v of the finny exfiminations 
at home ; but T very mneh doubt whether J should personal!.v ever have 
made a lyoofl military officer. The passing of the entrance examination 
is merely the first step on the ladder, and there are many rungs which 
have to be climbed before a man can prove his worth as a military officer. 
Even as it is, we have had some rather di.sfjuieting reiiorts frmn the Com¬ 
mandant of the Indian Military Academy as to tlie quality of the candi¬ 
dates who have already .succeeded in gettincr admission to that Academy. 
The Commandant, Brigadier Collins—^fmd T am sure that every one who 
knows him will agree that no offieer could be more sympathetic towards 
Indian aspirations and more whole-hearted in his determination to make 
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tli(? Acadeiriy a success—lias, a.s I say, reported that there is a very large 
(liiren^iicc* between the quality of those candidates who get in at the top of 
the list and those wlio get in at the bottom oi' the list. The ones who get 
in at l!ie top arc very good, but of those who get in at the bottom some have 
already found tlie curriculum at the Academy too much for them. One 
or two linvr alraady hud to drop oni, and a few niorf* have hod to ho jnit 
huok fur a term at least. We are making good tlu'se deficiencies so as to 
keep tilt' Academy uj» to its full slrengtii and not to retard in any way the 
progi(‘ss of liulianisation ; but that does give, some indication that the 
standard that we have at present set for (jualil'ying for entry into the Indian 
Military Academy is on the low side, and that we may have to tliink about 
raising that standard. 

N(»w, Sir, J must eonie to the second i)art of this Resolution which deals 
with the number of entries from tl»e Indian Army 
and ]>arcieul.irly with the (iuestion of ‘ Y ’ cadets. 
What I have already said about incr(‘asing the total nuinher of admissions 
to the Aeademy apjdies equally of course to increasing the number of 
Indian Aisiiy cadets, 'flic only way that we could increase the iniinber of 
Indian Army cadets W(»iil(l l>e at tljc exj)en.se of the open eompetili(»n I'andi- 
dates, and I think the House as a wliole will agret^ that that would be a most 
unfair step to take. 1 hope I shall also b(‘ able to slunv that it would be 
e(jiially iinlair to iiiereii.se the number of vacancies for these ‘ Y ’ cadets 
at the (‘xpense of the other Indian Army cadets. Xow. Sir, there has been 
a good deal of talk about the term ‘ Y ’ cadet. It is merely convenient 
term to apply to a number of young men wlio. as J exjilained the other day, 
went in for the open e.xiunination for the Indian ]\Iilitary Academy and 
failed in the writlen piipei’s to qualify at tiiat examination, but wlio managed 
to c.'iteh tlie ryr of tile memi'.ers <»i' tiie lnt<‘rvl(*w jind Record Board at the 
time iis Iwing lik(*Iy to pr<»ve good oflieer.s, if they reidly and hone.stly 
wished to join the army. Although, iherefore. many of them dhl not come, 
from famili<‘s with miliT<Mry traditions. —and tlicy were perliaps of a some- 
V. hat higher scK-ial stiindard than those who generally join the l.ndian Armj'' 
as scjioys,-'they were given a ehanee of gaining adnii.ssioii to Hie Indian 
Military Aeademy hy .securing one (»f these Indian Army eadet.sliips, hy 
being olfercil the opportunity of joining the army in tlie ranks as a. sepoy. 

Now, Sir. it seems to lu a.^'^uiiieil by my fi'end, Mr. Jadhav, that these 
young i.imi were definitely induced to join the Indian Army and that they 
were given .some kind of promi^e tiiat if the\ did well they would ulti¬ 
mately get a commission or at any rate ailniissiou into the. 

Mr. B. V. Jadhav ; What about the expectations raised in them 1 
Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham : That is not true. Sir. I have here with me 
the actual letter written to these so-called ‘ Y ■ cadets in 1931. It begins 
by saying: 

** The Intorviow jiiid Record Board before wliich voii appeared in Juno last has 
brought to the notice of Army Ilcad(|uartei.s that you are^ anxious to join the Army 
with the object of gaining through thi» ranks a nomination for the military college.** 

The letter I ben goes on to lay down the various terms and conditions 
under which tlu^y would be alli>wed to join the army and ends up by say¬ 
ing : 

“ You must distinctly iintlcrstand that no promi.se (»f any kind can be given to you. 
Your progress will depend u[)Oii your conduct, industry and the attention }'Ott pay to 
your duties ** 

and so on. 
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Now, Sir, I myself, and 1 tliink all tJie army auMiorititvs have nothin*^ 
but respect and admini.tioii for these yoiuif^ men. 1 think, Sii*, tliat tii(*y 
showed considerable grit and determination in choosing this chaiici^ and 
deliberateJy undertaking a fairly hard life for sevei*ai years in IJje liope 
ultimately of obtaining commissions in the army ; and 1 say, ISir, if they 
stick to it and succeed, all honour to tiiem. Hut, 8ir, they imisl jiot coju 
plain. That is not a way tlial they have in the army, and eomj)laints, if 
they are unjustified, Avill do no good to anybody, and certainly will nol do 
them any good. They went into this Avith tlieii* eyes open ; they kn(‘w 
that their success must depend entirely upon tli<‘ir own elforts. All that 
they were promised w'as a fair lieltl and no favoui*, and 1 (.*an assui-e the 
House that that promise is being strictly adliered to. As 1 exjilained ihe 
other day in this House, the olTfieers at Arm}' lleadciuarters ree(‘ive pericKii- 
cal reports from the (Vunmanding Oftieers on tliese young nu*!i, -l iiave 
seen those reports myself,- -and 1 can a.ssure th<‘ House tiiai they are very 
careful and sympatlietic reports, and lliat there is no trace of prejudice 
of any kind in them. 

The facts are that, tJiere w(*re allogether .‘M originally ol* these so- 
called ‘ Y ’ cadets. Foui- of them wen* selected in HtIJO, and all lliose lour 
have now got into the Indian Military Acadt‘my. Iji l!l‘)i ^\e selefUed a 
further batch of 30. Four again have suceeed(*d in gaining admission into 
the Academy, three of them liave retir(*d at tiieir own reejuest lliijiking that 
they can do better elsewdiere, and four of th(*ni have been discharged as uji- 
suitable. That leaves 19 allogether Avho are still serving v.itl! liieir units. 
None of these young men have had mon* than two years’ service bi the 
army ; they still lunT several years to go hi'fore Wwrv is any j)ON^il)le danger 
of their being over-age, because the age limit in tlieir cas(* is I do jiot 
think. Sir, that they have any right to consider, merely i)eeause lltey liave 
had I wo years' service in the army, without any ])r(*vious military ex{)eri- 
ence, that they are the coni])lete soldier already, or that they are in some 
way superior to the ordinary man whu joins the Indian Arm\' in the ordi¬ 
nary way. Many young men nowadays of a enmjmratively high educa¬ 
tional standard do join the Indian army in the ordinary way. I know’ of 
several boys A^dth ujiiversity degrees Avho have joined as sepo} s, and there¬ 
fore it is a fact that these ‘ Y ' cadets hav(‘ a fairly seviuvi competition 
against them in the Army. 

Captain Sher Muhammad Khan Gakhar : May I know. Sir, wdio is 
the authority Avho enlists th(;se ‘ Y ’ cadets V Has the Commanding Offi¬ 
cer oC a regiment the authority to do it ? 

Mr. G. R. P. Tottenham : As I have explained, they Avere given certain 
terms of enlistment on the recommendal ion of the Public Service (Com¬ 
mission. They were recommended to particular Commanding Officers wlio 
took them on in the ordinary Avay as sepoys and on the recommendation 
of the authorities at Army Headquarters. 

Oaptain Sher Muhammad Khan Gakhar : If they arc; qualified, are 
the Commanding Officers authorised to take them in their regiments ? 

Mr. G. R. P. Tottenham ; They were not compelled to do so, but they 
agreed to do so. 
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Now, Sir, iis 1 was saying, the staiidard of education in the Indian 
Army generally seems to he a good deal higlier than we ourselves had rea¬ 
son to (*xpeet some years ago. We have been rather pleasurably surprised 
and T can assure my friend, i 'aptain Slier .Muhaninunl Khan, that the Indian 
Army I'adt^ls at th(‘ -Military Academy iiave had no dinieiilly so far in liold- 
ing their own with th(‘ open cadets. We always havi* om* ey(‘s open to 
the need of providing ad(‘(|uate educational faeiliti(‘s in ord**; to giv** these 
young men in the army a fair (dianee of getting cadetships at the Academy. 
The suggestions he has made for imiirovements at tlie King <e‘orge's scliools 
will eertairdy he taken into consideration, lint my jioii.t is that it would 
he* grossly unfair to ihe oi'dinary Indian Army man to gi\i* t!e‘S<‘ particular 
‘ V ’ e.'Hlcts any form <d‘ pretenmee whatevm in ifie matlei’ of allotting 

vacancies at the Military Academy. Tlie only eoirjplaint. Sir, that 1 ean 

])ossihly s(*(‘ that these yomig men eould have is that if would iie unfair to 
keep them on in their units for tf‘o long if tiny were definitely unsuitable 
for vae.*inei(‘s at th(‘ Aiujihuny. < >n that aeeount, we have l•“eently asked 
<'(jiimieiiding nfficers.- afler all these young men lia' e l)(‘eii in tlicic units 
for fwo yeai’s and (‘ommanding t Iflieers should by tliis liim have form (1 
ail opini<in of their (diaiaeter and slioiild he ahh' to say of most of them 
wIkIImu' they ai*e likely to he unsuilahle, - we have askod the '•'ummanding 
Oflieers to inform the ‘ Y ’ eadeis, whom they eon.sider unsnitahle. o:’ the 

fact, as soon as possible, so that they may have an opjx.u'timity of 

taking uji some other walk in life. Those w'ho lamiain will ii^l^■e a very fair 
ehaiice. indi'ed a ver' lio-.-d (diarn'e, (»f »*v‘entui.ily getting into t!ie I idiau 
Military .\<'ademy, juovided that th y are not too impatient alxmt it and 
t'oiitiniie to do their best in their r(*giments. In faet, as ! -aid the other 
day in answer to a (piestimi, I ean a.ssuj*e tlx* Ilonourahh* *Me?nher tliat the 
(daims of tlx* persons in (jtx*sti(m will receive ev(*ry possil)le eonsidcrinion 
at the hands of tlx* miliu vy authorities, and tliat evt*ry (‘tTort will Ix* inad^* 
to give lumiination^ to i:e Indian Military Academy i(> tho^v* wlio ])ro\i* 
tlieinselves likely to good oflieers. 

I am afraid, Sir, I can say no mon* than that, but what I have said will, 

I lx)pc, eonvinci* my friend, .Mr. Jadhav, and tlx* other supporters of this 
motion, that tlx* ‘ Y ’ cadets are being given a fair eh; nee ; and if that, 
Sir, is tin* portion of this Resolution to wdiich my friends attaeh the great- 
(*st im]>orlance, I waxdd ask them to accc])t my assuranc ilial eNOiy- 
thing jiossible is being done in tlie matter and that tlii*re i-- no real e;;iise 
for complaint. 

Mr. B. N. Misra : May 1 say that the Army Secretary has not 
referred to the nO per cent. Iiidiaiiisatioii about wdiich 1 init a ques¬ 
tion ? 

Some Honourable Members : Withdraw^ tin* Resolution. 

Mr. B. N. Misra ; I beg leave (d' the House to withdraw’ the Reso¬ 
lution. 

Mr. Chairman (Sir Leslie Hudson) : Has the Honourable Member 
leave of the House to withdraw tlie Resolution ? 

Honourable Members : Yes. 

The Resolution was, by leave of tlie Assembly, withdrawn. 

(At this stage, Mr. President (The nonourable Sir Shanmukham 
Hhetty) resumed the Chair.] 



IIESOLIJTION HE GRIEVANCES OF TllE TRAVELLING PUBLIC 
ON TllE ASSAM BENGAL RAILWAY. 

Mr. President (Tlie Honourable Sir Slianmuklmin Clietty) : Diwan 
Bahadur llaj’bilas Sarda lias authorised Kumar Gopika Ramon Roy to 
move the Resolution standinj? in his name. 

Kumar G. R. Roy (Surma Valley cum Shillong : Non-Muhammadan) : 
Sir, i beg to move the following Resolution : 

This Assciiihb’ rivoiiiiiR'iids to the (lovoruor (ivneral in tJoiincil that iinnit-diati 
aiul a«UquaU! slops he taken h\ the ll;iil\vnv J^oard to redross the various griovaucos of 
the general 1 ravelling puhlie and particuhirJy of the public travelling by the Assam 
Bengal h’ailway. ” 

Sii-, it has been my lot again to wliisjier in iJie ears of tli(‘ Honour¬ 
able Memiuu* iii eharge my woeful tale. I will wliisjier in tlie ears of 
llie (’ommi‘iHri‘ Member tlu* woend tales oi* my eoiistitueney wiiii regard 
to tlie Assam Bengal Ixadway times without number till their grievanees 
are rediH'ssed. His jircHloeessor, tlie Honourable Sir George Kainy, 
assured me in ID.il, in llu* eonelusion of Ids speech, with tJii'se words : 

“ I hope niy IJoiioiiialdi* irii-nd, llie Mt»ver, will bo satislied that we will look into 
the p(»ints lie lias raisetl to set* wliat we van do.” 

ihd, to my utter disappointment, I have again to repeat that a . 
i'ppreeiaide redress of our grievances has been made exeept oiiiq ami that 
IS also partly. 

Sir, 1 represented to llie House various gri»‘vauces on the Assam 
Bengal liailwaN eiit of whicdi only one lias been })artly redressed, and 
That in eoiineernm with the hath nf the upjier elass passengers. Mr. 
R. L. Bliss, the Agejd of the Assam Bengal Kailwa.v, writes and infiu’ms 
me in his lelter No. of <>etobt*r, . 

An Honourable Member : i 1d:B ' It is GOO years ! 

Kumar G. R. Roy : Sii-. we may have to wail for more than a century 
to have ouj- grievanc(‘s redressed ; we may have to wait for »*ven GOO years : 

With reference ‘to your interview with me on August Olh, 1931. 

Jiuportanl junction stations have l»alh rooms equipped with bath and cold bath 
tail be obtained but if hot water is retpiired Kj»oci:il arrangements would be required 
to be made with St.ation Masters concerned.’^ 

All the rest have gone from bad to worse, the details of which 1 
will submit, later on, lief ore the House. This is ,iust why’ 1 am going 
to repeal tliat 1 will, like Dickens’s character, whenever 1 meet the 
Hononrable Member, w’hisper into his ears times without number the 
most uninteresting jiiece of information and he may sneer like the 
“ La<ly of Love “ Willis is barking 

Sir, in order to expedite the removal of the grievances on the Assam 
Jh'iigal Uailwiiy, I personally went to Chittagong to sec the Railway 
Aii-enl ami to (‘xplain matters to him by discu.ssion there. I saw him 
on the (dh August. 19ni, and explained matters in detail. Pmhaps 
Jlojionrahle Members in this House do well remember the inmimerable 
grievanees I TuetiTionofl on the floor of this House. One of them wms 
raised ])latforms with sbefls in the stations. The Agent told me that, 
owing to the searcity of funds, the cpiestion of raised platforms eould 
not be considered. I requested him to proceed with the work gradually, 
though not all at a time, in one or two stations every year. lie told 
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me, if 1 remember aright his wordings, that Blue Pencil would 
go in Delhi and Simla from one end of the paper to anotlier straight oil* 
if he proposed any expenditure on the raised platforms question, while, 
Sir, for the convenience of the passengers, to construct raised platforms 
111 one or two stations may mean a nominal exjieiidiiniv of Ks. 1,000 
to Kk. 2,000 only. 

May i ask the Honourable Member in charge oi' Railways, liow' 
mucli lie did sanction to set iij) el‘‘etric inslailatioii at Badarpm- jiinctiiai 
during thesi*, financial crisis and for whos(‘ conveniinicr ! Porliaps it 

will he aimising.(Laughter.; There are no laughing stocks 

here. I'erhaps it will be ainuKing for Honourable Meisil)er^ to note 
that, after the (iepai'liire of 10 Down at 19 lioiu’s 47 luiiiiiies from Badar- 
j)iir junction, there is no other train in the night. Tiit* tirst train tjjat 
arrives in the morning at Badarpur is tlie 9 Tp at (1 lioin.s i i minnles. 
This is one of the finest sj)<*eimens of the strictest economy that is 
observed by our jiet darling, tlie Assam Bengal Jtailway, and this is 
how tlu‘ Railways in India rise to the public grievances. A perusal of 
the “ Assam Bengal Uaihvay Time Table will liear me oai. Here is 
the guide. 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore (Member for Conunoree and 
Railways I : (.)n(‘s tin* Hf)nourabIe Meinbiu* mean to prescni ..le with a 
copy, oj’ does lie lay it on flu* table / 

Kumar G. R. Roy : It is for tlie Honourable Member’s read> refer¬ 
ence, because* 1 will refer him to many instauees out of this inidt*. This is 
how one of the most important iniblic neces.siti<‘s was rejected at the outset 
in the interview on tlie ground of financial stringency. For ii>(‘ railway 
platrm’m in the Assam Bengal Kailwa.v Stations, lie* Ibnnurabh' 
Ml'. Sasanka ^Mohan Das, my snecessnr in tlie Assam Legislalive ('ouncii, 
has raid'd his void*, but be was ref(*rred to this [)oor .Memb.’i' v.lio has 
siarted barking siiid* Ifl'H, and is going fui barking still. 

IV-rhaiK Honourable Members in tliis Houso jiavi* not fi)rL!’f>|teji that 
1 repn*senle(l in the House that one of the eanses of the frequent flood 
in the (’liarg(»la and Ijongai Valleys was tlie silting up of the rivers 
('ha.rgohi. Longai and I’oaniara and that for the eonsi met imi of Tin* 
bridires l*.y the raihvay v.’liieh was inlerrupling tin* fret Hew «.!’ Ibe 
wa(<*r in tin* raitiy season. I raised that qut'.stiou jo th, sam<* inlei'\iew 
with tin* .\gent at (’hittagong and here is tin* re|)Iy ef the (’hief En¬ 
gineer of the Assam fh*ngal Railway which has l)et‘n forwar-.cM! h> me 
by the Agent with a forwarding n(»te No. E.P.’210, dateil < hittagoug. the 
29th September, 19Jil. The letter runs thus : 

“ rteivT Sir : Sitting ol ttio Bougai auA Ohargota. .\t ttio Interview you tuul v itti 
im* in iny ofliee «ni 01 Ij August, IlCH, you statcl One t,o silting Ml tht‘ Longni 

and Chargoln bridges the free flow of wnttu- is iinjUMted. I eiudose t\ eojn of uiy Thief 
Kiigim*<r’s letter No. W.|7l8jl20, dated L’.'trd .Septeiiiher, Ifl.*!.!, in this eonneeTion fn»in 
which it will be seen that silting up is due to natural cause.s and not to tlu* bridge^ tlieju- 
s<*lves. * * 

I «nni also tempted to read the eontents of the Chief Fjiiginet'r’s 
letters which run as follows : 

“ Alleged silting of the Longai and t’haigcd.i. Ytair N«». KIH.'IT, daterl Sth August, 
Him. The bed of the Longai at the main line bridge has a greater aver.age depth now 
than when the bridge was built. The Ohargola does show some silting which i.s due to 
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natural causes and not to the bridge. The Cliargola is not a very active river and 
tliere have been coinplaints about its deterioration up the valley for many years, in 
the IDliJ) Hood there was no a|)]iveciable current and practically' still water under tluj 
bridge, the disciiargc passing by the l*uauiara Bridge to the Loiigai and a similar state 
of affairs existed in the UHb Hood. Under these conditions^ some silting is to be 
expected.' ’ 

Tli()ug:li the Chief Engineer of the Assam Bengal KaihvHv has fol¬ 
lowed the principle of suppressio veri, still he had not the heart to fully 
re]ni(liate ilie alleua^i<nis I made on tlie floor of this House in Ihlll. 
The CJiief Engineer has plainly^ confessed that there have been com- 
]*I<iiHls iihout its (Cliargola riv«M*t deterioration np the valley t'or many 
yia-irs ' . IJe ha< also eonfessiMl that the Cliargola doi's. show s(Miie 
silting 11 ]) whieh is due to the natural causes and not to tin* liridgi*. But, 
Sir, who is to arhitrate into the grievances if wv go fnr rcdri‘ss against 
a laiilway *pn‘s1ien to the Member in charge of Kailways, who i^; (‘iijoy- 
ing 1 raiajiiillity in tin salubrious climate of Shillimg ami who ha^ no 
ehatu'e of losing a straw of his own in the flood, will pronijitly on 

hi< legs and re])ly that .vssain Bengal is a “ Companymanaged ” railway 
and that lie tins no cojiti'ol ov(‘r it. T!m* maiter niay la* piai'od before 
riie ('e: tral Legislatni-e. iSo he is helpless to give its any n‘lier tiie?*e. So 
1 Iried to soften llie lieari of the Honourable Meinhei* in (*liai*g»‘ here, hut 
we had no redress exeepi the liollow w’ords of sohiee, Heeently in 
August last. Hood has again threatened tin* Cliargola Valley. 

Sir. Ihiilway*;. lx* they Hov(*rnment or “ (.'(*mpany-niaiiaged ”, 
Might he the jiet rliild of the Government h(‘re and Govorniui'nl tlu're 
/ill Assamj. But iiiumlation by repeated Hoods is a life and dealli 
question to Hie iiiliahitanis of Cliargola and Longai Valleys. Is it too 
mneii if we expeet that the llonoiirahle the Member in charge of the 
Railways will rise adecjuate to the occasion and make a thorough iminiry 
into tin* causes of floods that frequent in the Surma Valley by which 
we are i:onig to face extreme ])overty gradually. 

Sir. on tin' inter>’iew with the Ag(*ut at Chittagong, T represented 
10 him the dire necessity of removing tin* Uhakhoagrani statien from its 
pi*e.sen1 site t(» a more convenient and safe j)hn*e. The Agent l^dd me 
liiat he will inquire into the matter and l<*l mo know his decision. 1 
have already said tliat 1 went to s(*«* him in the h(*giiming of August, 

hut I did not get a reply till February, 1^*12, on this subject. 
Si- ing tin* nmisnal delay to get a re])ly, I wrote to the Agent on tin* 
ll-'ilh -January, 19')2. Xo. A.-103. and it runs as follows : 

My dear Mr. Jili.s.s, T cnnio to learn from reli.'ddc sourccM that you are goiug 
to C'OUHtruct a piTuianeiif stnietiire of I’hakho.igrain Railway station on the (’liargola 
Itailw.iy branrli of yoiir railway. lNTha])s you remembei that when T went to riiittagong 
and mid a on on flu- dpi .August, last year, I r«",|ues1ed you to n'move the PliaktioairraJU 
statie.n from its rnsjenl site to the vicniitv of your telograpli Jiiileage Mark r.’aSi.'l or 
‘JaSjd, tliat is m*:n Noa .Nabiii village. Tliis site, will be highly eonvenieut to tlio 
travi'lling public of your railway from the both eastern and western bank of the 
Son Beal. This site will be convenient for both rainy season and winter traflu* too. T 
am sure, it will ]»e eoiiv'enieiit for goods traflu* and not only for ]»asHeiigers. Tlie boat 
will be within a few yards of the Baihvay station if the station is construetrd to my 
suggested site. Almost all the railway earnings of Ph.'iklioagram are derived from 
my Estate and my tenants, and as a flag station T think the income of Phakhoagram 
is not negligible on the K. E. V. and rthargoln line. T would also suggest, if you 
kindly aeeedc* to my suggestion of site, for the Phakhoagram station to create a siding 
on the said station. Tt is highly Inconvenient for us to get goods loaded or unloaded 
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oil tJu* jjreswit site vvlioiv IMiuklioagraiii Htatioii is situated. For these inconveiiieiices 
we jijet our goods l>y bouts from Karimguuj. The principal inconvenienceg and dis- 
ud vantages oX‘ the present site of the Fhaklioagram station are the following : 

(J; Tliere is no road to go to the present Phakhoagrani station except by the 
railway line by both sides of which there are narrow strips of paths. From 
iijy persoiiaJ experiein-e 1 am of opinion that there is every likelihood of 
serious accidents t<i the peilestrians who alight at Phakhoagrani or entrain 

there. 'I’he iM?ojjle in this part of the country, 1 hope you will realise, 

have little experience of travelling on foot side by side with a running 
train, and there is every jiossibility of their being run over by a niuaing 
train. The passengers from the eastern bank of Son Beal are to walk 
from Noa JSabin village, that is to say, the telegraph post 2oHri te 
Phakhoagram station, that is about a distance of half a mile or above. 
Perhaps yon will jigree that this is undoubtedly a very dangerous practice 
to which tin* travelling public have uo other alternative but to indulge. 

(») 'J'luTe is a railway bridge of two spans which is also to bo crossed and 

wiii»‘h has iieilher :in_\ foot j»ath by the si<le nor the slippers are. covered 

by anything and tht* travelling public, from the eiisteru bank of Son Ileal 
and Noa Nabin village, have no other alternative but to cross the bridge 
oviM- the slippers. Would you kiinlly imagine what would be the fate 
of the poor pedestrians if they slip dow'ii from tlu* railway slippers ovei 
the bridge or if a niuiiing train meet.s the pedestrians on the middle id' 
the bridge I The bridge is considerably liigli and the bed of the 
J^hakhoacherra is covere*! with big slabs of stones. 

(dj 'J'he evi'iiiiig train from Karimganj to Dnllavelierra arrives at Phakhoagrani 
station at about r.M. and the present Pliakhoagram station, being situated 
wifliin tile hills and jungles, is freriiented by tigirs just after tlic dopar- 
tun- of the train. This find, I hope, will l>e corroborated by the Station 
Master of Phaklioagr.ain. In fact, my tenants have reporteo to me several 
times that they met ih<* king of th** forest on the railway road and they 
cscjiped with their lives by the help of country terelies and shoutings. 
Perhaps you will al.so agree tliat this is not also desir.abh* that a railway 
station should be located in such :i dangerous place if it can be avoided 
and that by a nominal expemliture. .\11 these dangers • onld be avoided 
if the station is nanoved to my .suggesti*d site. 

{4) Of the wotnenfolk who intend to travel by the railway frojii Phakhoagram. 
[ hope you will be able to imagine what it means. 

ruder the eiicumstaiices, I hope you w'ill give my suggestion your kind considcra- 
lion and sel<*cl the site I liave ]iroposed for the New' Phakhoagrani station for w'hicli 
myself with mv tenauti will bo highly obliged.’' 

To this letter tlu* Airetit rejtlied by bis letter, deiiii-oflieial No. A.'91S, 
< Intel I tlio .‘»rd February, as follows : 

“ Vour letter of *J.~>th .lamiarv. There is at present no intention to construct a 
jiermanent station building at Idiakhoagi-;im R^ailway Station. 

L*. If it is dei'iiled to do so at some future date or to move the jireseiit station 
building, your suggestions wall receive careful consideration. 

I regret very much that you were not informed of my decision not to more the 
existing station.” 

Sir. J am plaoiiiii: on tlie table a map for the Honourable Members 
tp form an opinion as to whal amount of apathy the Assam Beiural Bail- 
way Administration shows towards the ineonveiiience of the travelling 
pnblie. I want this map* to go in the proeeedings of the House. In this 
ma]) Honourable Members will find the dangerous position through 
which tlie Assam Bengal Railway compels the ])assengers to travel. 
Sir, by the side of the Railway bridges I have seen notices with the 
inscription “ Trespassers will be prosecuted ”, but the Assam Bengal 
Railway has forced the passengers to travel over the Railway bridge 
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iind ihat at a Kaihvay ciirvo. in the nia]) I have also sliowii my ])n)- 
posed site wJiere the stati(»n eonJ(i he eonvenieiitly ^enl()^'ed. Sir, my 
aj)prelH*nsjoii of faJlinj*- from the railway hridoft* at riiakhoajrram lias 
'leeii a reality. On the Lk^th December, 1932, a peon of :mine named 
Gokul Xamasudra received serious injuries by falliiijr from tlie IMiaklio- 
;iy:ram statiim brid;/e. The ])oor fellow had to remain in the Karim- 
iraiij hosi)ital for nearly a month and a half and now he has t'onie out 
of the hospital with one hand practically useless for any work. The 
niornin*** following J sent the folJowiii**’ teie<*‘ram to the Ajjffnit : 

** peow, JMuktarampore Gokul JVunKisiKlni. roeoived serious Avoiiiid bv falliii;^ 
J'roin Piuikhougraiij station bridge last night while going to escort ollicers from station, 
please note.” 

Sir, 1 received no reply to my telegram from the Agtmt inn* do 
1 know of any inquiry being made into such a serious accidtuit. Neither 
did ho think it Avorth while to take any notice of the injured man in 
the Karimganj hospital, if not from any other consideration at least 
from the humanitarian point of view. rerhai)s the House will he eager 
U) know what will be the apjU’oximate expenditure of remr>ving tin* 
station. The Phakhoagram station is a hut having a bamboo split 
roofing, bamboo split wall and bamboo posts. In any ease, it will not 
cost more than lis. 200 to build such a new lint. The r“movj)l of the 
station to my proposed site Avould not have cost more than Its. 100. 
Having lost all hopes about the removal of this station. I 1a))h*d a Pesolii- 
lioii on the 22nd July, 1932, reading as follows : 

** This Assemldy rcconimeiids i<» tiu* Governor Gencnil in (’oiinril fluit imnx'di.-iti* 
stops bo tfikon to roinovo the Plmkhoagrani railway station on the Karimgan.i DuIIsivc’k rra 
section to !» more suitable site.” 

But 1 regret very much to bring t<» yoiii* notice. Sir, that sinet* 1 ) 0*11 
i have not received any o])])ortunity to venlilatc tlie grievanecs of my 
constilnency on the tlof>r of this House. T also rccpiested verbally Mr. 
S. ('. Das, the District Traffic Superintendent, Badarpur. to cover the 
sle(‘j)ers 071 the bridge with a few corrugatcrl sheets foi* the pedestrians 
to walk (»A(‘r tlie hridg^e with some safety. The District Traffic Siiper- 
intendeiil iiiforn.ed me later oi*ally that the eovoring (»f the railway 
.sleepers was )iot perniissihk* under railway rules as it. might mean that 
tile railway allov*ed the bridge for tin* thoroughfare of the pedestrians. 
What a nice logic They will compel tlie ])ass(*ngers to travel ov( r 
tin* hridtre and the railway line as there is 110 otlier altiwuative hut 
to ])roeeed from .Noa Nabiii village to Pliakhoairram, hiil they will not 
cover th(* bridge for the safety of the traAmlling ]>n})lie. We an* liaving 
a railway of such “ Xeroisins Ijct us die by falling from tin* bridge*, 
!)reak our heads and limbs, but the “ Nero ” of Chittagong will fiddle 
on his harp a.s merrily as ever. I do not know if aiiy other Honourable 
Meinber of this House can cite similar illustrations of raihvays in any 
other part of India. My Honourable friend, the Honourable Mr. 
Abdul Matin (.^haudhury, is absent today. He had the pleasant ex¬ 
perience of the Phakhoagram station and, if he Avere here, he would 
have l)orne me out. But here is our Commissioner, the Honourable Mr. 
Hezlett, to whom T had the good fortune of showing this Phakhoagram 
station and the conditions there while he was travelling in the train 
with His Excellency the Governor of Assam last August. I came out 
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TO silow him the awful plij?ht of the passengers in the early part of a 
morning and 1 was compelled to rouse him from his sleep and show him 
the (jxaet conditjon, I hope he will kindly hear me out what T say now. 
I pfius(' for a reply. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shanmukham Chetty) : The 
Honourahh* Member’s time is up. But in view of the importance of tiie 
snhj(*c1. I would allow him to continue his speech on the next oc'casion. 
Tin* Ihujse will now adjourn till tomorrow. 

The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock r>n Friday, 
11)0 Sth September, 1933. 




LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY, 

Friday, 8th September, 193.H, 


Tlio Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber at Eleven of llie ('lock, 
Mr. Bresi(b*iil (The Iloriourable Sir Sbanmukharn C'hetty) in the Chair. 


STATEMENTS JiAlD ON THE TABLE. 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore (Membei’ for Commeree and 
Tiailways; : Sir, I lay on the table the inl'orniation promised in rcjdy to 
]>art {h) (d* starred (piestiori No. 373 asked by Mr. Gaya Prasad Sitii^h on 
the 1st September, P133. 


STOKIiS I*rR(:llASE Poi.K'V or THE (.'ALC’T'TTA 1 \)rt Trls'i. 

(b) Tli(' (iovrriiiiiont of Iiidiii uiultTritaiid that the poliev of the Calcutta Pori 
(’(•iiiTiii'-sifUH'rs as n^ards the piindiase of their stores is to Imv them on th-.* most 
tav<.ural)J(‘ tiTin.s (ditaiiialde roj^ardless of the country of ori^'in. 

Thi foll(‘\viii^ is a coiiipanitha* statement showing the value of .‘Stores purchased 
in ami out of India hy the Port Coinmissioners during the last five years : 


— 

Value (if 
stdres 
f)urchas(*d 
in 

India (*), 

Value nf 
stcires 
purchased 
out of 
India (t). 

Total. 

1 

j 

Remarks. 


Kh. 

Ks. 

Ks. 


1928-29 

37,90,792 

1<C‘,7.989 

48,48,781 

(*) Kxcludiiitr the value of stores 
and (‘qui]>im‘nt jmrcdiased in 

1929-30 

34,40, HU 

0,17.504 

40.63,008 

India l>y tin' Kngineering I>e- 
partment of the J\)rt Commis¬ 

1930-31 

2.7,74,721 

1,70.100 

27,44,881 

sioners, of which the figures are 
not available. 

1931-32 

1.7.79,538 

1,55,054 

17,34,592 

(t) Tlie stores purchased out¬ 
side India during the last few 

1932-33 

13,78,897 

94,714 

14,73,611 

years consisted entirely of plant 
and materials not obtainable in 
India and of spare parts or 
renewals for machinery manu¬ 
factured abroad. 


The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce (Member for Industries and 
LalK)ur) : Sir, T lay on the table the information promised in reply to 
starred (jiiestions Nos. 300 to 314 asked by ]\Ir. Mnhaummcl Muazzam 
Sahib Bahadur on the 9th February, 1933. 


Inadequacy of the Space for the Staff in the Madras General Post 

Office. 

*309. (a) A starred question No. 189, put by Rao Bahadur P. T. Kumnraswami 
Chettiyar on the 16th July, 1930, referred to the adequacy of accommodation for the 
staff in the Madras (lencral Post Office ; in reply it was stated that there was enough 
accommodation in the General Post Office for the entire staff. 
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(b) 1^0. The Madras Postal Co-operative Crtaiit Society and the Postal and R. M. 8. 
Co-operative Benefit Fund vacated the accommodation in the General Post Office because' 
of the high rent and not for the reason suggested. 

(c) The Bag office has been removed to the General Post Office building but it is 
not correct to say that it has been located in a very inadequate place. 

(f/) Tlie window delivejy post boxes were removed as stated but the delivery 
departiiicnt did not conseiiuently become, and is not in fact, ill-ventilated and very 
congested. 

(c; The Foreign Money Order J)e]»;irtment is now j)roj>erly located in the Money 
Order liepartment and the accommodation provided for it is not congested. 

(/) The tiffin rooms hitherto oceu[»ied by Hindu staff were close to the latrine and 
haA'e ilierel'(»re been shifted to better ro(»nis to wliieh the accoinmodatiou provided is 
larger to JOi‘ squ.are feel in .area than that formerly oeen})ied. The tiffin rooms 
fornn'rly in use will be ntilisetl for official purpo.ses when required. 

{h) Tlie information is given in the statement attaclu'd. 






Maximum staff wtnk- 







inir at a time. 

Aeeom- 





Values of Depart ments. 




moda- 

Space 

Fxeess. 

Short. 



N*lcc- 

Time 

scale. 


tion. 

avail- 



t ion 
grade. 

Menial. 

required. 

able. 








Sq. ft. 

8q. ft. 

Sq. ft. 

Sq. ft. 

Money (.)rder Pepiirtmejit 


o- 

3 

I.fflb 

l,3t)0 

250 

K«^uist r.'!ti- >ii Dei-urt ineiit 

o 

21 

3 

1,-1 lb 

l,:»si 

171 


Delivery Deimrtnient 

•> 

!« 

37 

2.290 

2,050 


240 



(ijielud- 
inir I 









A.P.i'.M 

) 






Treasury 


8 

1 

020 

570 


44 

Sub-Accounts 


1 

1 

220 

JOS 


62 

Accounts 

1 

() 

1 

57t) 

1,139 

509 



'"Corresytorideneo Dej»‘i»’‘ - 

1 

:n 

() 

1,770 

2,200 

430 


1 

menf.(<iXfIuding portion 
allotted for records). 








Aeeommodal ion in Corres- 




740 

740 

, . 



poiidence Dejtartinenl 









r<*ser\ ed for records. 
aving.«» Bank .. .. 

‘> 

8 

1 

820 

1,0S6 

266 


V. I*, (tliiirns 

1 

IS 

I 

1,470 

1,110 


354 

Customn Kxamination 

1 

s 

4 

1,280 

2,112 

'832 




(ap- 

4 (clerks 








j>raisc!> . 
(Uistoins) 

t ’nsloms) 






Tuland Parr-cd 

1 

i 

() 

92t» 

1 2,150 

1,236 


Foroiirn I’areel 

1 

14 

8 

1,4I<» 

4,234 

2,824 


Bag l-)tq)artnu‘nt 


q 

5 

775 

1,321 

546 


Mails Depart mein 




495 

8I4‘ 

319 


Deposit Depart ineiil 


4 

1 

320 

312 


8 

Si^rt inn 1 )epart ment 


« 

•1 

380 

792 

*412 


Stores Dcpariment 


2 

1 

170 

1,190 

1,026 


Inspectors 




300 

1,240 

946 


Counter .space 


15 


300 

733 

433 




21 

215 

89 

17,870 

26,932 

10,010 

948 

Space for the public in front 




200 

200 




of the post box range. 













18,070 

27,132 

9,062 


_ I 
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Inadequacy of the Space fob tue Staff in the JMadras General Post 

Office. 

♦310. (a) 200 sq. ft. for a Postuiastcr, or 

100 sq. ft. for a Deputy or Assistant Postmaster, 

50 sq. ft. for a clerk, where a sej)arate record room is provided, 

75 sq. ft. for a <*.Ierk where no separate record room is provided, 

20 sq. ft. for a clerk working at the counter where a standard counter 
is provided, 

20 sq. ft. for a jiostman or a member of the lower grade staff. 

(b) Government consider that the scales of accommodation jirovided for the staff 
are reasonable and tlial th(*v allow for the necessary working conditions. They would 
however be prepare<l to con.sider the .special circumstances of any case brought forward 
by the PostmasU'r-Geiieral. 

(r) If the (juestion ref(*rs to the Madras General Post Office the conditions leterred 
to in the (juestion do not exist. 

(d) The space oc.cupi(‘d ]»y the money order department is 1,300 square feet which 
is 25(» sq. ft. less than tliat ordinarily admissible for llie maximum number of staff 
W'orking at ou«* time in a day. 

The maximum number of staff in tin* money order department is required to be on 
duty for one hour in a day and as the staff working during other times is below the 
maximum strength, the accommodation reijuired for it varies from 1,350 sq. ft. to 1,400 
sq. ft. The space now available does not therefore fall .seriously below the normal 
standard. 


Inadequacy of the Space for the Staff in the Mai>ras General Post 

Office. 


*311. (a) Yes 

(h) No. There is still left .*i space of 430 .sij. ft. in excess of what is admissible 
according to standard. 


Inadequacy" of the Space for the Staff in the ^Iadras Oener.\l Post 

Office. 

*312. Fans are stop])ed in (’ertain departnieiiLs follow’iiig the example of the offices 
of the Local Governineiit during October to .March except on close and hot da>^ when 
the weatluT conditions ju.stifv thi.s. The hardship implied by the Honourable ^Member 
does not exist, as there is no conge.stioii or serious obstruction to the free passage of air 
and light. 


Structttie of the Madras General Post Office Buildinct. 

*313. (rt) Betw'cen May, 1881 and April, 1884. 

(b) Government are assured that the building is specious and cool and the acc<mi- 
modation is considered adequate. 

(o) If the Honourable Member refers to the space skirting the main hall between 
the railings dividing certain departments and the wall, this is approximately nva 
feet. 

(d) The space is ample to allow of the passage of the officials who have to work 
on tlds floor. 

X.i'r.BLAD 
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Want of Proper Lavatory Arrangement in the Madras General Post 

Office Building. 

(a) The latrine aeeoniinodatiou in the General Post Olliee is reserved lor the 
fiupervisorv stalT. The clerical, tlelivery and inferior stall use an eight seated latrine 
situated about 80 paces ana\ from the main building. The numbers of the eslabiish- 
nieiit lihiiig it are somewhat overstated in the Honourable Member’s question. 

{t'^) Rei)resentations on the subject of the provision of extended accommodation 
in tiliiu rooms and latrines liave been received, ami the conditions in respect of the tifliu 
rooms liave already lueu remedied. Arrangements for enlarging the latrines are in 
progre.-^s. The spaee occupiovl by most departments is in exeess of requirements and 
in six of them it is slightly inadequate. 


Mr. B. J. Glancy (1‘oliUcal Secretary) : Sir, 1 lay on the table the 
infomiation promised in reply to starred tpiestion No. 64 asked by 
Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh on the 22nd August, 1933. 


Present Political and Administrative Position op Gilgit. 

*(‘4. Qilgit proper is a part of Kashmir State and administered by them. The 
Government of India maintain a Political Agent at Gilgit, and also contribute towards 
the cost of maintenance of Kashmir Btate troops in tlie Gilgit Agency. The annual 
expendliure incurred by the Government of India is approximate seven lakhs (rupees 
7,00,000). Out of this amount a sum of about Its. 30,000 is recovered from the 
Kashmir State. 


Mr. P, R. Rau (Financial (.Vunmissionor, Railways) : Sir, I Jay on 
the table the information promised in reply to starred question No. 1652 
asked by Mr. Goswami M. R. Puri on the i2th December, 1932. 


"JG52. 


JtETRENCHMENT OF RAILWAY EMPLOYEES. 


Officers. 

Number of posts abolished or hedd in nb( 
1st March, lO,*!! .. 

Number of officers retrenched or reduced 
M.'irch, 1031 .. 

Inspectors. 

Number of posts abolished or held in ab( 
Ist March, 1931 .. 

Number of Inspectors retrenched or reduce 
March, 1931 


from Ist 


State- 

lanaged 

Railways. 

(’oinpaiiy- 

managed 

Railways. 

* 134 

.'iS 

t 

. 55 

19 

1 

262 

90 

t 

136 

52 


The difference between the number of posts abolished or held in abeyance and the 
number of officers retrenched or reduced on State and Company-managed railways i 3 
due to : r . . 


(t) sanctioned posts being left iinfilled in the interest of economy prior to' the 
issue of orders in March, 1931 ; 

(tO posts falling vacant subsequent to Ist March, 1933, due to transfer of their 
substantive incumbents not being filled ; and 

(tVf'l posts faJhnR vacant on account of death, retirement, resignation, etc., not 
being filled. 



MESSAGE FROM THE GOlWCIL OF STATE. 


Secretary of the Assembly : Sir, tlie following message has been 
received from the Council of State : 

“1 am directed to inform you that the Council of State has, at its meeting held 
on tlie 7th Septemher, 11)33, agreed, without any ainendmentss, to the following Bills 
which were passed by the Legislative Assembly at its meeting lield on tlie Jst September, 
1933, namely ; ‘ 

(a) A Bill further to amend to Indian Income-tax Act, 1922, for certain 
purposes ; 

(h) A Bill to regulate the possession of Wireless Telegraphy apparatus ; 

(c) A Bill further to amend the Land Acquisition Act, 1894, for certain purposes ; 

and 

(d) A Bill further to amend the Indian Railways Act, 1890, for a certain 

pur})ose. ’ ’ 


STATEMENT OF BUSINESS. 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Shore (Leader of tiie House) : With 
your i)ormission, Sir, 1 desire to make a statement as to the probable 
course cd’ Government business in the week beginning Monday, the 11th 
Septemher. You, Sir, have already directed that in that week the House 
shall sit for Government business on Monday, Tuesday. Wednesday, 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday. Should our business for the current 
Session not l)e eoneliided on the last day of tlie week, it is probable that 
we shall ask y(»ii. Sir, to direct that the House shall sit on Monday. tl e 
18th, Wednesday, the 20th, Thursday, the 21st and Friday, the 22nd 
September, IJKb'b Our reason for making the request. Sir, will be that 
it is most desirable that we should not carry over any appreciable amount 
of business to the November Session. 

On Monday, the llth, a motion will be moved for the election of 
Members to fdl certain vacancies in the Salt Industry rommittee of the 
Assemblv. Thereafter, leave will be asked to introduce tlie following 
Bills : 

1. A Bill further to amend the Imperial Bank of India Act. 1920, 
for certain pmqioscs, and 

2. A r»ill to amend the Indian Lac Cess Act, 1930, for certain pur¬ 
poses. 

This will he followed by a motion to commit to a Joint Committee of 
both Chnml)ers the Reserve Bank of India Bill. 

On Tuesday and Wednesday the business liefore the House will be 
the continuation of the discussion of the motion to refer the Resen’e Bank 
of India Bill to a Joint Committee. On the conclusion of this business 
the consideration of any Legislative biLsiness entered in the lists of 
business for the present week and not concluded will be taJeen up. 

The business for Thursday, Friday and Saturday will comprise : 

1. Continuation, if not already concluded, of the motion for re¬ 
ference to a Joint Committee of the Reserve Bank of India Bill. 

( 1175 ) 
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2. Motion for reference to a Joint Committee of the Imperial Bank 
of huiia (Amendment) Bill which it is proposed to introduce on 
Moiiiiay next 

3. Continuation of the motion, if not already concluded, to refer to 
a Select Committee the Indian States (Protection) Bill. 

4. Motions to tak(‘ into consideration and pass the followirif? Bills : 

(1) the Indian Medical Council Bill, if not already i)assed ; 

(2) TJie Miirshidahad Estate Admiinstration BjiM, as reported/ 

hy the Seh^et Committep ; 

(3) The Indian ^Merchant Shippintr (St'cond Amendment) Bill, as 

rei)()rl(Hl hy the Select CoTiimittee : and 

(4) The Indian Tea C«e,itrol Bill. 

r>. ]\Io!ir)n tn r'f'M’ to a Selfet Committee tin* I'’aetorios Bill, 

G. ^Motion to re-('omiiiit to a Sele('t Committei* tin* Iledja/. Piljfrims 
i.V.ic{/Iriits > Bill, {js r“])orTed hy tin* first Select (‘ominittee. 

7. MotioiN to laltf* into (•f);!>id(‘i'-dio}i afjd ]>;'ss tlii’C!* short Bills 
which were intnuiiu'ed and passed in the otliei* Clianhner. 'fhese are; 

n) The Xe<rotiahlc Instruments (Aniendmmil) Bill. 

(2 ) Tin* Indian Arbitration (Atnemhm'nt i Bill, and 

(3) 'File Cjintonments (Honse-A(*i*(nni.iodalioii Amendment^ Bill. 

8. ^Motions to take into consideration and f)ass tlie Dangerous Druf?S 
(Amendment) Bill. 

0. Business other than lje»r.‘slaiive husiness ^vllicll has a|>peared in 
this week s list and has jjot been dis]>osed of. This inelndes : 

fl) Motion relatinir to tin* future administration of Aden, 

(2) Sii]>pleineiitary and Exeess Demands for Crants. and 

(3) :\rotif>n in connection with the lev\- of dues in respect of 

lighthouses and buoys. 


THE BESERVE BAXK OP TXDTA BILL. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shanmukham Chetty) : Before 
calling: upon the Iloiiourable the Finance Member to make the motion 
which stands in his name, the Chair desires to make just one observa¬ 
tion. It is usual, accordiij? to the convention established in this House, 
at this stapre of asking: for leave to introduce any Bill, for the Mover to 
make only a ver^’^ short .statement. But in view of the special imjiortance 
of the Reserve Bank of India Bill, the Chair proposes in this case to 
depart from that convention and permit the Honourable the Finance 
Member to make a lonp:er statement than is usuallv allowed in such 
circumstances. 
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Mr. B. Das (Orissa Division : Non-Muhammadan) : Sir, you have 
been pleased to sug}?cst that the Honourable the Finance ^Member should 
make a long speech. When the llcserve Bank Bill was introduced last 
time. Sir Basil Blackett introduced tlie Bill first and afterwards he made 

his motion for circulation and made a long speech. T cannot under¬ 

stand why there should be a departure today. 

Mr. President (Tlio Ilonourbale Sir Shainmikliam Oliottyj ; The 
Honourable Member will iind(‘rstand it now. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster (Finance Member) : Sir, 
T move for l(‘ave to introduce a Bill to constitute a Reserve Bank of 
India. 

I am mf)st grateful to you. Sir, bu- having allnw»Vl me a certain 

letitndt* in this matter rfeoginsing. ns you have done, that ii N a very 

S|e*ei:i1 nff*asion. lint 1 Iru^t llial tljis House, lias not b<*<‘n unduly 
aIai-nnMl by wliat yon have sa’-d beeaiise I e‘^rtain]y do not intend to 
m.'.'kf' a very lomj' sjH'e.cli. I only felt that there were eertaip things 
wliivli nnglil t<» he said (m the nu're introduetion of thi-. Pdll. In the 
first jdaee, I wisli to say liy v.ay rif |>i‘efa(*e lli.at I am im])r'*ssed oit this 
oceasion by a V'ny full sense of my responsibility in making what is 
})*‘i‘haps the most imp(u*tant motion which it has fallen to iny lol to 
move (hiring my tenure of (jfliee as Finance Member. I use these words 
advisedly, heeaiise, in framing and i>assin!»- this Bill, vrv shall hf doing 
some tiling t(» slia])e the destinies of the new India of the future to which 
V(‘ ar(‘ all looking forward. In view of this, may T (‘X]>ress a Jiope iliat 
the Members of this Legislature, in taking part in the coming (hdihera- 
tions, will set aside ]>ersonal and party considerations and will act as 
members of a body wliieli is unitcil in one common purpose—the purpose 
of devising a measure which will jiroinote the security and stability of 
Indian finance in the future. 

I now turn to the special things that I wanted to say. In the first 
y)lae(\ T want to say something about our time table and the occasion 
which we liave chosen for bringing forward this mea.sure. I have seen 
in certain Press articles a dis])Osition to criticise us for unduly rushing 
this meafiure—for attempting unwisely in a few weeks to push through 
a measure on which the country sliould have a long time to ruminate 
and didiberaU*. 1 can only say that the Government of India arc not 
nsiially accus(*d of acting with undue baste, and it is not our disposition 
to do so. So far as we are concerned, we should have welcomed a little 
more time, and undoubtedly the time has been very short at least for the 
preparation of this Bill. Honourable Members will recognise that it had 
to be ready to go to the press within about a week of my own return to 
India. Nevertheless, when we take into account the time which will b€ 
available for the ])ublic to exmsidor this measure before even the Com¬ 
mittee stage is reached, and when w’e consider the time that will be avail¬ 
able for the Committee stage and for the subsequent deliberations, and 
when we also take into account the fact that this measure or something 
very like it has bqen l)efore the country for, a very long time and has 
been fully discussed, I do not really think that there is any danger that 
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we shall be unduly rushed in arrinng at our conclusions. On the other 
hand, if we had not moved now, there would have been very consider¬ 
able delay : and, in choosing our time table, we have really been guided 
entirely by what we regard<'d to be our duty to the country. Let me 
ask the. House just to consider the position. Tt is quite clear that in the 
normal Delhi Session, with a Railway Rudget and General Budget 
Avhieh must in any ease l>e got through, there is not sufficient time to 
give that full and continuous consideration which is necessary to a 
measure (?f this kind. Ther^d'ore, if we had not brought forward this 
Bill now and started on what, we intend to ho our pijogramme now, it 
would have been necessary to po.sti)on(‘ this measure either until tlie 
next autumn Session in Simla or until a Sj>eeial Session to be held next 
summer, say in May or June ; but even the latter alternative would have 
meant sev(‘n or eight months' dela 3 ^ and plans made so far ahead are 
always uncertain. AVe did not think it fair to risk that d(‘lay and that 
uncertainty in getting through the legislation which is ncct*s.sary beft»re 
we should initiate the practical ste])s for setting up the new Bank. We 
felt it necessary to put Government at least in the position to take those 
steps as early as possible. The steps themselves are bound to takt* a 
considerable time, and it is imix)rtant that they should be taken as far 
in advance as possible of the inauguration of the new ('onstitutioii. for it 
would certainly bo most undesirable that the very drastic changes in¬ 
volved in transferring the control of currency and credit to a Res(*rve 
Bank sliould coincide or he teh^scopod together with the actual constitu¬ 
tional changes. Moreover, as Ilonourahle IMember.s are aware, the N<dting 
up of tln^ Reserve Bank has a very definite place in the whole of the 
constitutional programme and we in the Government of Imlia were 
anxious to give a practical demon .strati on that we are (iftormined t(» do 
everytliiiic: that lies in onr jrower to make the new Constitution a reality 
as early as ])()ssible. 

That Irrings me to another ])oint on which 1 wish to say something— 
the significance of a Ibiserve l^»ank in the constitutional ])lan. I liave 
seen it said on many occasions that this idea was spruntr upon tiie Indian 
public as something quite new at the end of the Third Round Table 
Conference, and Indians liave a.skod “ Why is tin’s new enndilioii jiro- 
posed ? AVIiy is it necessary to have a Reserve Bank before; financial 
re.sponsihility can be tr-ansferred This (|uestioning or criticism does 
not do justicci to the motives of the British Goveraimcnt in this matter. 
The case is really (jiiitc siin])Ie. It has generally been agreed in all the 
eonstitntirmal discussions, and the experience of cill other countries boars 
this out, that when the direction of public finance is in the hands of a 
ministry responsible to a iiojuilarly elected Legislature, a ministry which 
would for that reason b<* liable to frequent change with tlie changing 
political situation, it is desirable that the control of curneincy and credit 
in the country should ibc in the hands of an independent authority which 
can act with continuity. T do not think that I need enlarge upon that. 
Further, the experience of all countries is again united in leading to the 
conclusion that the best and indeed the only practical device for securing 
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this independence and continuity is to set up a Central Bank, indepen¬ 
dent of political influence. Those who were considering the constitutional 
proposals on behalf of Ilis Majesty’s Government exercised much thought 
in exjtmining the possibilities of other devices foij securing this object and 
they were always and inevital»ly brought back to the conclusion that there 
was no other siitisfactory way except to set uj) an independent Reserve 
Bank. Therefore, fus according to Iheir declared purpose Ilis Majesty’s 
Go\erjiiiienl intended to transfer financial responsibility in tliv' re*w 
Constitution, they determined that the only satisfactory way to frame 
the White I^aper ]»roposals was to do so on tho assumj)tion that an in- 
dejjcndent Reserve Bank would be in being when the time came for 
setting Uf) the new Constitution ; and, this conehision having bium 
readied, it lxK?ame the determined jnirpose both of His Majesty’s Gov¬ 
ernment and of the Government of India to do everything in their 
power to see that a Reserve Bank shoidd actually be set up in time for 
thi.s ; and it is, in pursuit of that pur)>ose, that wc are taking our pre¬ 
sent action. 

That, then, exiilaiiis our jmsition in this matter ; and now, I want 
to say just a few things about the Bill which is now (being preseiitjed. 
In it.s ]M-eparation we have had two things to work on ; the former Re- 
ser\e Bank Bill of 1928 with which the country is already familiar, a’ld 
the Keport of the London Cf)ni!nittee, on which Indians in general and 
the Indian Legislature in particular wen* so well repr(*sented. The 
Cninniittce s report did two things : working itself, on tlie basis of the 
1928 Bill, it first prop4)sed certain d<*finite ebanges in tJiat Bill, and, 
scci»u«!ly, recommended that several important points, on wliidi it vas 
iniabh* to reaeh final conclusions should receive further consideration in 
India. As regards the definite ]iroposals. we have (‘iidoavoured to in- 
eor|-orale these as exactly as we could interpret them in the Bill which 
I am now pi-esentiiig : and, as n*gar<]s the points wliicli were to recei\'e 
further consideration—and these incliule some points which arc not 
suhjerts for legislation in the Bill, but which will have to l)e dealt with 
in sejiarate agreements—we have not had time since my return to give 
them the full consideration which they deserve, and, moreover, we 
desired to consider tlieni in consultation with the representatives of the 
Indian Legislature before wo eominitted ourselves finally to definite 
proposals Fr>r that purpose discussion in Joint (’ominittee which we 
intend to proj)()se will afford the suitable opportunity. In takiiig this 
line, I do not intend to suggest that the Government desire to shirk 
this responsibility in these matters. When the time comes for the Joint 
romniittee discussions, we shall be ready to assist the Committee with 
definite pro]>osals which we, as a Government, are of course Ix-st (piali- 
fied to work out, but we do not desire to commit ourselves at this stage 
by incorporating definite projmsals in the Bill. 

In the papers which 1 am presenting with tlie Bill will be found 
Explanatory’ Notes on various clauses, and in these Notes various points 
are especially mentioned as being left for fiirth(T discussion in the Coni- 
nuttee stage. Though we have called special attention to those points, it 
is, of course, clear that all the clauses including those clauses w’here we 
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have had to interpret the definite recommendations of the London Com¬ 
mittee, will be equally o])en for discussion in the Committee stage. 

1 should only like to express the iiope tliat all Members will enter the 
discussions with a strong disposition to accept the pecommendations 
rea(?hed, after prolonged, careful and representative discussion in London. 

That, Sir. 1 think, explains the nature of th*. Bill which we are now 
presenting, and I W(»nhl ask Honourable Members to read the Bill in 
the liglit of that explanation. 

There is (oie otiier point to ^\hieh 1 wish to reler, and that is in 
regard t() the signibcaiiee of lhi.^ Bill. I saiii in opeiiiim- niy ivinarks 
tJiat. ill handling ihis Bill, tlii'' A^M'nibiy would ht* d(diig soiut‘iiiing to 
sJiano ti:e orslirde'-^ a- India iiiiflrr i1m‘ new ('oil'll ii ul ion. Strictly 
S])eakiiig, c>l' e-iinse 'wr iie:*e only lei’- ^iate for India uutler the present 
CV)nstitiiii^.n, ana Hie \v<*rding '-f tii-» i‘'i: Ims had 1o l»e niad<* ap]>ropriate 
to that. Bnt the See!\*tary of Slate aii<l his reprc'sentalives at the 
London (,^oiiTuvnee made it eie:-: ll at they were de.^inms that the presmit 
legis!aB('ii j Ik* so rrained a-, y, •' appropriate with the mitiimum 

change for the eojidition^ whiel: will prevail under tlu* new Constitu¬ 
tion. That point is elearly made in ilie Committ(‘e's Ib*port, and I w’oiild 
ask Ilonourable Miunhers to bear ii in uiiml wh(‘Ti they are considering 
the ]-)rovisions of the Biij in (h*tail. That. Sir. is. 1 tliink, all lliat I 
need say at tlie present stage. 

T would. how(*ver, lilte to eonelude by referi'ing again to the iniport- 
anee oi‘ tliis measurt* atid Die >ei se of responsibility witli whieh it should 
be handled. I want partiindaidy to appeal to the urntTfieial parties of 
tliis House that when Du* time eomes for (‘locting ^lomliers to tlie doint 
Cominittee, if they ajiprove tliat course, lliey should help us and help 
India by sujiporting the eleetion of tiiose of their members who are best 
qualified to give valuable eounsel. This matter is one which is attracting 
wide attention outside India, and tlie eyes of many countries will bo on 
Diese rirocecdings. As one wlio is proud to bo a Member of this Legislature, 
I wvmld ap])eal to my fellow’ Mcmliers to denion.strate once again how’ the 
Indian Legislatun* can rise to its responsibilities. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shanmiikham Chetty) : The 
question is : 

That leave be granted to intr(i<luec a Bill to constitute a Reserve Bank for 
India.'’ 

Tlie motion w^as adopted. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : Sir, I introduce the Bill. 
THE PACTOTHES BILL. 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce (Member for Industries and 
Labour) : F>ir, T move for leave to introduce a Bill to consolidate and 
'amend the law regulating labour in factories. 

Sir, in view’ of the importance of this measure and of the compara¬ 
tively late stage in the Session in which it has been introduced, T feel it 
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is (IiH? to tJie House that T should indieatc very briefly the procedure 
whieli, if this motion is wirried, 1 would ask tlie House to be good enough 
to adopt. 

A.s Ihe HoiiS(‘ is awan*, tJie Hill is the result of i)rolonged and 
detailed examination. The important changes in the law which it contains 
are n(‘arly all based on the reeonmieridations of the Koval (■oinmLssion on 
Labour. After th(*se reeoimnendations Jiad becMi before the public for 
about a year, we published a eonsolidatine* Hll! which embodied them 
togetlif‘ 1 ' with a few otlau* de^iral)!** amendments. As the* rebuilt of the 
cireiilfition of the Hill, we n*eeived ;ni immen'^e jmiss r,f detailed and, on 
the whole. v(‘ry valnahle oritieisms. Tin* IiXi^e will ti.*l some im])ression 
of th«‘ exlianstive analysis t(» whiet* the proposals hav(" Ijcen subjected wlien 
1 say that the oj)iFd(»ns in lledr pvint.Mi fnJan amonnt 1o .'-ome obO foolscap 
j^ac'es a]id are. ilmcet'ore, in volonn* iono-cc i!:an the of the Kayal 

CoTii’!'issifui itself, 'riu* I’ill now hefni*.* the Hon^e. —tiianks to the labour 
and .''hill of tlic draftsman,—differs eonsiderably in form from tbe Bill as 
eireulat*‘d. ])nt if llonouratde ^lemb.n-^ eare coMip.ir** the two Hills, 
they v.ii! find tliat there have been comparatively few eliaiiges of 
siibsttoM*.'. 1 (](i not, tliorefore. ?n'o!u»N<‘ to ask the lIon<e 1f» eirculate 
tbe propf)sals airain. but intend t-* movi*. if nossiblo, as 1 li(*ne it will be. 
din’iiar the (*mji*Ne of this Session fo»' tin* refeiaunv* of tlie Hill to a S(‘lect 
Hommittce. Jbit as T fully re(‘o<rTn*M‘ the desirability of crivino* th^* public 
adeiiu.'ite <^p])ort\inities of exami’.i» the ineastire as now introduced in 
det(dl. f would snirirest tliat tbe Select (’ommifteo slKudd not nieet before 
January. lO.Tt. In the meantime, I Itope to supply tbe members of the 
(■\>Mn!iMe<* and any othe»* Members o^* lie* TTnire wlm would eare to 
have tliem with sets of tbe opiniotis and if tlu' Loeal Ciovernmonts, or 
Tn'nd;(*r< of the ]Mibli(‘ offm* further opinions in tbe interval, these will 
ak.M t>e snTM>lierl. T ]»rnpose also to tn- to arrancre th.at tbe Select Hotti- 
mit;ee shonld have fin* assistatiee of one or two experien(*ed Thief 
Tnsncctors of Factories to whom tbev (‘an refer durincr its sittiners if 
1le*v fiesire to do so, T trust. Sir. that this oroeednre will commend 
itself to llie House. Sir. T move. 

Mr. President (The TTonourable Sir Shanmukham Chettyl : The 
Oiiestion is : 

That leave be {rraated to introduce a Bill to coTisolid.'ste and amend the law 
recrulatirifir labour in factories. ” 

The motion was adopted. 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce ; Sir. T introduce the Bill. 


TJIE INDIAN TEA TONTBOL BILL. 

Mr. O. 8. Bajpai (Secretary, Department of Education, Health and 
T/Mlds^ : Sir, T move for leave to introdnee a Bill to provide for the 
control of the export of tea from India and for the control of the exten¬ 
sion of cultivation of tea in British India. 
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Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shanmukhani Cbetty) : The 
question is : 

** That leave be granted to introduec a Bill to provide for tlie control of tlic (’xport 
of tea from India and for tlie control of the extension of cultivation of tea in British 
India. ’ ’ 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. Or. S. Bajpai : Sir, I introduce the Bill. 


THE INDIAN STATE8 (PllOTECTlON) BILL. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shannmkham Chetty) : The 
House will now resume consideration of the motion moved by the Honour¬ 
able Sir Harry Haig : 

“ That the Bill to protect the Administrations of States in India which are under 
the suzerainty of Ilis Majesty from activities which tend to subvert, or to excite di.s- 
affcction towards, or to interfere with such Administrations, be referred to a Select 
Committee. ’ ’ 

Mr. B. Da^s will now resume hLs speech. 

Mr. B. Das (Orissa Division : Non-Muhammadan) : Sir, in moving 
my motion the other day, the remarks that 1 made would have h*'l the 
House to conclude that 1 am opposed to the principle of the Bill and 
that no imcful }>urpo.se would Ik* .seiwed by this lloius** in consich ring 
this Bill. 1 wa.s discussing the paiiicular hardsliip that would be caused 
to tlie Indian Press which is alrea<ly suffering from the rigours of the 
Pre.ss Act by which various jtresscs iiiulcr the slightest pi'etext are called 
upon to deposit heavy sums of money, and tliesc dejjosits are forfeited 
without any consideration as has happened in the cast‘ of the F'ree Pr(*ss 
of India ree-ently. Sir, I also (|UOTed the views of the Arnriia linear 
Pairika whicJi is a strong nationalist paper witliout any leani’ gs 
towards extremism which my Honourable friend, the Home Membe'*, 
might speak of other ])apers. 

Apart from the hardship that will be caused to the Indian Pre.^^s 
Tvhich will be a serious disaster for the ex|>ression of the strong ]»nblic 
views of India, Ihere is another as[)eet which has to he eonsiden'd, 
namely, whether the rights and y)rivilege.s of the peojdf* of Briti.sh India 
would not be affected if the Bill, as introduced, would be passed into 
law. Sir. as a representative of tin* British Indian peofile, I df) not 
concede the right to the Stat(‘s to be the allies of His Maj(‘sty tin* King 
Eniy>eror. T do feel that the Oovernment of India and, through the 
Government of India, we, the British Indian people, have certain ennt?’ol 
over these Indian States. The British Indian Press and the Indian 
public have all along criticised the misdoings of some f>f these Slates. 
If this Bill is enacted into law, as T said the other day, no British Tudian 
can make any observ’ations about the maladmifiistration of these Slates, 
beeansc he will be hauled np before a Court and be punished. Sir. T 
have seen in my own experience from the contact that T had with 26 
pettv States on the borderline of Oris.sa province, where the British 
Tndian people are at times ill-treated, because these States, barring a 
few noble exceptions, live in a state of absolute barbarism. Before 
1900, these Orissa States were treated as almost Zamindaries or tributary 
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mahals. Tliey had no i)ower ; tliey used to come to Calcutta High Court 
to defend tlieir cases, liut the Butler Committee came to their rescue^ 
and today some of tliese j)etty States, wliich control only a few or a few 
hundred square miles, expect themselves to be treated as the allies of 
His Majesty tlie King Enii>eror and they feel that they will not allow 
themselves to he subjected to tlie criticism of the Britisti Indian public. 
Y(t, British Indians have at times been ill-treated in these {States for 
which they have no remedy unless the Indian Bress ventilates the mal¬ 
administration of these Slates. 

Then, tliere is another thing to be remembered. These Indian 
States, along with British India, are entitled to be represented in 
International gatherings like the League of Nations, the International 
Labour ConfereiUM's. And what do we find there '! Any humanising 
legislation, any e<jnv<‘ntion that is introdueed by the International Labour 
CoidVrence or any mandate that the League of Nations may issue, is 
not binding on thesi* Indian States although it is binding on the Govern¬ 
ment of India and binding on us. I will give an instance. Sir, in the 
year 1929, wlnm 1 aecompaTued you to the League of Nations Jnter- 
natioiu'il Laljour Conferenee, we took part in the forced labour Conven¬ 
tion. That forced labour Convention bad been ratified by this House 
with some modification. l)ecaiise some of the subsequent Indian delegates 
made certain mistakes and it lia.s to W accepted in tlie way the House 
accepte«l it. It was moved by my Honourable friend's predecessor. Sir 
James Crerar, on tlie flo(»r of this Ilouse. But what do we find ? Forced 
labour is tlie usual thing in most of the Indian States. How can they 
be allies to His Majesty the King Emperor, not to speak of their being 
British subjects, when they arc not amenable to the laws and Conven- 
tioTi' wliicli tlie Briti'h (btvernment and the Government of India accept. 
Sir. forced laiiour is j)revalent ir. almo.st ev(‘ry State. Among the 
Orissan mon* than half the States havt* this f()re(‘d IaI»oiir. While 

T was on tlie Ffjreed Ijahour Committee at Geneva, the represmitative of 
the South African Colonh*s stated that as tlie natives of those ttTritories 
could not jiay taxes, tin* Government took from every adult -Id days of 
forced labour. 10 days labour is the maximum forced labour that is 
taken from the adult ])opulation in Africa, but what do we find in Indian 
States ? The subjects of these Indian States pay an equal fax, alniosft 
the same tax. sometimes even more, as we, the Briti.sh Indians, pay to 
the Government or to the landlioldens. who obliged us yesterday with 
their views on the floor of the House. The snbjt*ets of tlie Indian States 
pay equal tax. yet T know that in certain States the people at times work 
10 to 50 days a year of hcfiar (forced labour) for the Princes of those 
States. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad (United Provinces Southern Divisions : Muham¬ 
madan Rural) : Without payment?. 

Mr. B. Das : Yes. when it is forced labour, it means no payment 
and at tirm*s these ])oor people have to bring their food and stay 

weeks and weeks to carry out the behests, not only of the Ruler himself, 
but of his satellite.s. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : Ts it a fact that you are saying ? 

Mr. B. Daa: Mv TTonourable friend. Dr. Ziauddin. nuirht to read 
the forced labour Convention and other literature that my Honourable 
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friend, Mr. Clow, can supply him. Mr. Clow can sui)i)ly liiiii with 
volumes of books as to riie prevaieiice of forced Jaboui* in the Indian 
States, and wlien my Honourable friend, Mr, Joshi, will si)cak about 
the prevalence of forced labour, my friend. Dr. Ziauddin, will know 
things which he could not have known when he was absorbed in his work 
at the I niversity of Aligarh. Sir, there was a time when these Indian 
Rulers wore amenable to ibe public opinion prevailing in those States. 
As 1 mentioned already, they are t(Klay protected by tlie niigbry British 
arm and they have learnt the .so-called civilized ways of ihe British 
Rulers. They must have their shikars ; they must have their elephant 
Khedfias ; and the Brilisli ofLcei‘> <.r i.iiiian oflicers from Briti.sh India, 
including the mighty I’olitical Agents and their Assistants, must visit 
these JStates, and KJndilas and shikars must oi*ganis(‘d ioi' their 
entertainment. Did tliese Political Agents, wh(‘n tlit'v did g(t ami took 
part in these .sliooting parties, ever imiuire of lht*s(‘ pooj‘ beaters, thousands 
of tliem, who had been there foj* days and days, as to how they were 
fed ? I know in <^ertain States the elephant Khcddas usually take 
phM*e in the montli of Xov(*mber and DeecMuhtu- wlM*n the harvest stwivoii 
is on and wlien every a-dult man is forced to lie niadt* a b<‘ater. 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig (llonn* Mcmiber) : May I interrupt 
the Honourable Member and ask him whetiiej- In* elaims the richl to 
organise jafhas in order to r(*niedy the conditions which he alh'ges or in 
W’^hat other way tliese are relevant to llu* provisions of tin* Bill 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad ; May 1 ask whether the Honourable M(‘m!)er 
can suggest any method by which tlie.sc* wrongs could be rcdress(*d, 
besides the jttiha organisation ? 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : Tli(‘y can always he represented, 
and this Bill does not in any way atfeci such i't*)>re.^riita!inn. 

Mr. B. Das : Sir, J am not alluding to the jathas at ])resent. I am 
referring to the maladministration of these States and this Bill aims at 
stojipage of all criticism agaimst the maladministration td' these Slates. 
We, British Indians, live almost a.s cIom* neighbours to tin* subjecls of 
these Indian State.s, but we cannot but criticise tlieir maladministration. 
I was also .saying how these State.s could not become our e(pials in the 
Federation, if they j)er[)Ctuated their present barbaric rule. They 
claim equality with us in the League of Xations and in International 
Conferences. The representatives of the Government of India, ami the 
British Government alv.ays denouiiei* them privately, lliongli m>t 
publicly. That is one illustration of how the Statevs are mismanaged. 
Sir, the Government of India, in spile of their being today sovereifrn of 
these States, ea.nnot enforce liiimanizing administration in those* States. 
If this Bill was not going to take away all right e)f public criticism from 
the hands of tlie liritish Indians and Indian States p(*e)|)lo gathered in 
British India, I would not go into .siicli de*tail, Init my Honourable friend, 
the Home Member, and my ITonourabh* friend, the Political Secretary, 
know it, that thi.s Bill will take away all rights of criticism. In s])ite of 
that, my Honourable friend, the Home Member, said the other day that 
the right of eriticism of the maladministration of the States was not being 
taken away. We know how differently tlie law is administered once 
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it goes through this lIoiLse. Wiiilo 1 am on this subject, I will just I'ead 
one sentence I’rom tJie Aational Call wliicJi reviewed the S]>eech of my 
Honourable friend, »Sir Harry Haig, in this morning's issue : 

** If a newspaper in British India expresses * disapprobation ’ of the actions of the 
Buler of an Indian t^tatt; or of the policy followed by his Government, it will not be 
penahsed. But the hounds of the Jaw will be on its track and the moment its comments 
bring the Kuler of a State into contempt or excites disaffection among his subjects. 
The dividing line as <irawn by Sir Harry Haig is clear enougJi. But a little thought 
is euougli to sliow that in actual practice it will be an almost impossible task to 
distingujsli wliere disapprobation ends and disaffection begins. Even the mildest dis¬ 
approbation expressed by a newspaper in the most general terms may conceivably bo 
considered to excite disaffection among some section of the pojmlation of the ►State t.on- 
cerued. Indeed, the «‘ondition of some of the States is so bad that there is enough 
disaffection going round to last them a good h^ng while even without any prompting from 
the British Indian Press.” 

Sir, I would not myself discuss the reliitiousliip of the Indian Stales 
people witli tin* (iovernuieut of India or of Hi^^ Majesty's (jovernuieut, 
had not my Honourable friend, tlie Home .Meniher, brought in the word 
I'ederation in the future Constitution in his Statement of Objects 
and Keasons. The (hfvernment cd' India thought it fit to seiul rojiresen- 
latives of the Indian Slates people to the First and Second Round Talile 
(’onf(;ronee.s. They omitted them in the Third Round Table Conference. 
No States peoph* an^ represented at- the doint Sidoct ('ommittee. 
Naturally, the States people an* very apprehensive. Tin* Princes are 
very clever. They know that tlie Rritish fJovernniont and the (.Tovern- 
rnent of India are very anxious to get their holy or unholy alliance over 
the Kederatimi. I wish to draw the attention my Flonourable friend. 
Sir Harry Haig, to the Resolutions that w«‘ro ])ass'*d under the 
Presideiiey of our old friend, Mr. X. Kelkar. The States ]>enple’s 
objective is (*ontained in the speech of T.ord Irwin which he deliv(‘red to 
the Chamber of Princes in and which th<‘ Indian States l'oopl**’.s 

As.soeiati()n liave embodied in a stafeimuit to the nations of the world. 

T will read the <‘xtract from Lord Irwin's speech. This is the advice 
he gave to the Princes, inighty and small : 

“ Tlicrc must be a reign of hnv and order, based cither expressly or taeitb on 
the broad goodwill of the coniniunity. Indiviihial liberty and rights must be protected ; 
and the e(|uality of all the members of the State befon- the l:nv be recognised. To 
secure this, an efficiently organised police forre must be maintained and ;i strong and 
coinpolcnt judiciary se<'ure from arbitrary interference by the Executive and irremovable 
so long as they do tln*ir duty. Taxation should be light as circumstances permit, easy 
of collection and certain and proportionate to the means of the tax payer to pay. The 
personal expenditure of the ruler should be as moderate as will snflRee to maintain his 
position and dignity, so that as largo a proportion as possible of the State revenues 
may be available for the developnii'ut of the (‘oinniunity, such as communications, educa¬ 
tion, health and social .services, agriculture, housing and other kindred matters. There 
should be Home effective means of ascertaining the needs and desires of the subjects 
mid of keeping close touch lietween the Government and the governed.” 

Tf T luid not fpioted tlio iianio of Lord Irwin, the Honourable the 
Home Member miglit say that I was reading an extraet from a speech 
of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru or a note hy Mahatma Gandhi, hut it is 
a former Viceroy of India, Lord Irwin, who said this. The people of 
the States only demand what is contained in this speech of Lord Irwin. 
Today the citizens of the Indian States, of almost all the States, have 
not even the elementary” right of citizenship. They have no right to 
their property, to their home and. I am ashamed to say, even to their 
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wives and daiigliters. Tliat is tlie condition in some ol‘ the States. I am 
not going to read out tlie resolutions wliicli were ])asse(l al the last 
Slates l*cople|’s Conference, because their views are contained in the 
siiort extract whicii 1 read out Iroia Ijord Irwin’s s])eeeli. Tlie Indian 
Stales’ people claim only a few fundaiuental right.s, not so niucli as my 
Honourable friend, the i^oiitical Secretary, pos^esses in liis {»wn country 
or in British India, not so much even as 1 possess, in spite of my limited 
political rights in British India. The\ claim oidy certain fundamental 
rights : 

{a) they claim the right to [)osst‘ss personal j»roperly ; 

(h) they claim the right to use one’s own form oi' worship ; 

(c) the right to freedom of speech, opinion and association ; 

(d) the right to be tried by open trial by proper judicial authority ; 

and 

(c) the right to use their mother tongue. 

There is not one in this demand which is a new one to the points 
enunciated by Lord Irwin in his eloquent address to the mighty potent¬ 
ates. 

I ask, why is my Honourable frieml, the Home Meml)(*r, so auxioiLs 
to have tliis legislation now ? He himself saiil that he was not in a 
hurry, lie .said : “ Let the Select Committee consider, and then we 

can legislate in the Winter Session of 1934 Then, why not circulate 
tlie Bill ? Althougli 1 am op})ose(] to the prineijile o! tlie 15ill, still 1 
have suggested circulation, because, wlien all these oi)inions are collected 
and placed before the Home Member, in spite of his pre-oceiipatioii ovtm 
political prisoners and detenus, when he will read them, h(‘ will be over¬ 
whelmed with the argument that lie w’<as wrongly advised to introduw' 
such a piece of legislation in this House. And after all, who are con¬ 
cerned ? These States. It is unclerstocKl—1 do not know^ if it will 
ha])pen—that when the Federal Assembly eoines into existence, w'e will 
haA'e here 12r? stalAvart representatives from the States. They may not 
be the Princes themselves ; they will be their diwans or the representa¬ 
tives of their peoples. Let them come here, and let the J3ritish Indian 
representatives and the Indian States' representatives meet one another. 
Ijet each other knoAv their respective views on this matter, and then let 
legislation he introduced and passed in the Federal Assembly. There is 
no necessity of my Honourable friend being in a liurry to bring forward 
this piece of legislation, unless it lie that the OoA'ornment of India feci 
that, in spite of the enormity of mismanagement and enormity of mis¬ 
carriage of justice in Indian Stat/Cs, they should raise these petty States 
into sovereign States, a.s if they will ever be sovereign States. They are 
raising petty Chiefs of States to the status of a Governor of a British 
Indian ProAunce. It may be that my Honourable . friend. Sir Harry 
Haig, may not bo in India then, but T can picture the roserA'od Councillors 
of the Governor General who will find themselves in a hornet’s nest when 
there will be only 11 Governors of Provinces, barring Burma, and if Burma 
is not separated, 12 Governors—12 Governors and there will be 1^60 
States each claiming the status of a Governor f And my Honourable 
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friend, Sardar llarbans Singh lirar, reminds me that they are claiming 
the status of a King, the status of internal sovereignty. Where is this 
ijiternal sovereignty ? Does it exist now V I know of Indian States' 
J^riiiees carrying tlie Jap dogs of a I'olilical Ag(‘nt when that Political 
Agent W(;nt on an elephent. And these claim internal sovereignty in 
their States ! I want to make an apj)oal to the Government of India. 
1 know things have gone wrong. 1 know that wiiat we people claim, 
what we people aspire to,—responsifile Government, Dominion Status,— 
all have gone wrong. We are not going to get Dominion Status not 
even in oO years. 

An Honourable Member : The Viceroy said you will get it soon. 

Mr. B. Das : 1 am not su])posed to discuss His Excellency the 
X’ieei'oy s speech, because we cannot discuss it on the floor of the House. 
Put, Sir, {US you remarked eLsewliere, even “ Dominion Status in action 
is not going to eoine in oO years. 1 warn the Pritishers, wlio today 
eonstitule tJie Goveiaiinent of India, not to commit tiie error, not to raise 
tJiese petty I'l’inees to the status of kings or sovereigns, not to raise them 
to the status of Governors of Pritisii Indian i)roviiiees, and not to turn 
their lieads by higii sounding \vord.s of parajiionntcy and sovereignty 
and makt' them ]K‘rp<‘tiiate their misrule or [Jcrpetinite llie wailings of 
millions of tli(‘ir subji'ets. Their subjects never have i)eace ; they never 
have eoiiti'iitnient ; never have the right of liritish jnstiee. I have lost 
iny fiailli in many eliaraeteristies of the Pritishers, but if today the 
Pritislier is respeeted, it is for his administnition of justice. I challenge 
my Honourfible friend, *Mr. Glancy, to say tliat there is any vestige of 
julministration of justice in tht‘sc Stjites, of course barring a few noble 
V* XnoN exceptions. There is no ministration of justice 

theic. My Ii('noural)Ic friend liimseJf was a member 
of iin eiKpiiry eoinmittet* in Kaslunir. Tlnua* is {i hushed up report. Pm 
Fiu.-Patriek (’ominittee Pepemt about Patiala, and tliere are dozens of 
such reports. If only n few re]>orts Inivt* been {MiblLshed, there ought 
to liave b(‘en thoiisiinds of siieh eiKpiiries in (‘very State for llieir mal¬ 
administration. Today tliere is no justiee and, if I liave still faith in 
Pritish justiee, I aii])eal to the IToiiounible the Home I^Teinber not to 
deny justiee to the ])eopIe of the Indian States, and it will amount to 
denying jiustiee if this ])iece of legislation is forced throiigli this House, 
{IS I very much fear, some day it will be forced through, knowing the 
we{ikness of the Memlxu’s of this House. My Honourable friend, the 
ilome Member, Avill render injustice to one-third of the people of India 
wlio are groaning under great sufferings by the misrule of these Princes. 
One thing more, wliy is it that the Government of India and the Political 
Department is so chary as to deny justiem to these i>eople of the Indian 
States. If I have understood rigidly the framing of the White Paper, 
the British Government ajid the Government of India are afraid that 
they will not be able to run the administration, and that is why they have 
intrcxlueed so many safeguards. I do not find any safeguard provided 
to tlio States prmple against their rulers. Autocracy is good, but, as I 
said the other day, the Princes are ]>raetising Hitlerism mifivs the spirit 
of democracy that controls Hitler. Rut is there a benevolent autocracy 
today in any Indian State ? Personal rule is good if it is according to 
oriental tradition, hut today these Princes have no oriental tradition. 

L250LAD B 
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Educated in half-^^estcrnlsed Princes’ schools and colleges, living in 
hotels like the Hotel Cecil and the Maidens Hotel, forgetting their 
ancestral tradition. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shanmukhain Chetty) : Where 
does the Honourable Member live ? 

Mr. B. Das : In Hotel Cecil, Sir 1 Forgetting their ancestral 
tradition and their aiiecstral religion and tlie long usage and practice 
of wise CoveriuiKiiit which in India was known as liamvajyaj forgetting 
all these, they try to imitate the petty British officers whom they 
meet m their night carousals in their night clubs in Simla or Delhi 
or Ijoiidoii. 

Mr. B. V. Jadhav (Bombay Central Division : Non-Muhammadan 
Jiiiral) ; Do you want Ramrajya again ? 

Mr. B. Dos : I am not a learned scholar like my Honourable friend, 
Mr. Jadhav, but, 1 am sure, when, later on, he takes part in the debate, 
I know we will he‘ar from him the ethics as to how Ramrajya should be 
administered. 1 ai)peal to the Government to introduce such saf('guards 
so that the fundamental rights of citizenship will not be diuiied to tin* 
States peoi)le. Apart from this safeguard being introduced in the 
White Paper proposals, before any piece of legislation can be consi(l(*red 
by this ll(uis'* in gi^'ing fnrtlu'r autocratic powers to these autocratic 
rulers of these Indian Slates, the Gov(‘rnment of India, as Britishers 
and as representatives of the British Parliament and British democralie 
institutions here, should see that the elementary rights of citizenship 
are not denied to tin* Indian States people. With these f(*w observa- 
ti(5ns. I commcrid my motion for the acceptance of tlie House that the 
Bill ho circulated for eliciting opinion thereon. 

Mr, President (The Honourable Sir Shanmukhain Chetty) : Aniend- 
meiit moved : 

That the Bill bo circulatocl for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 
7th of January, 1934.” 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai (Sind : Non-Muhammadan Rural) : May t 
know whether the point of ordc^r that was raised, T mean the legal point, 
whether that will be taken up now or at some other later stage ? 

Mr. President ('^he Honourable Sir Shanmukhain Chetty) : The 
Cliair said the other day that it proposed to give a ruling on that ])oint 
at a later stage. The Chair’s intention is to give a ruling whether clause 
3 is ultra vires or not when actually the discussion on clause 3 tekes 
place ; but it proposi^s not to give a ruling on the point now, because 
it has already stated that, even though one particular clause of a Bill 
may be ultra vires of the Legislature that does not make the whole Bill 
ultra vires. The Chair would draw the attention of the Honourable 
Member to section 84 of the Government of India Act, which says : 

** A law made, by any authority in British India and repugnant to any provision 
of this or any other Act of Parliament shall, to the extent of that repugnancy, but not 
otherwise, be”void.” 

That is the provision of the Government of India Act, and when 
actually the tirre comes to discuss clause 3 and, before putting clause 3 
to the vote of the House, the Chair will give a decision whether clause 3 
is ultra vires of this Legislature. 
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Mr. Gaya Parasad Singh (Muzaifarpur cum Champaran : Non- 
Mu hajuiiiaclan iiural) : Clause 11 will not be under consideration till the 
Hill comes back from the Select Committee. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shanmukham Cbetty) : The Bill 
will go to the Select Committee as it is at present framed, and when the 
Bill comes back from the Select Committee, the Chair will then con¬ 
sider whether the clause is ultra vires of this Legislature. 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer (Kohilkhund and Kumaon Division : Non- 
;Muhammadaii Rural) : In view of the speculations in the newspapers, 
may we recpiest the Chair that, before wq disperse today or before the 
Assembly Session closes, it will enlighten this House as to what is the 
oj)iiiion of the Chair in regard to that particular clause, because this 
Select ('ommittee motion, even if it is adopted, as I believe it will be, 
will bar taking up the Bill clause by clause. The discussion of the Bill, 
clause by clause, will come up only in the January Session. In the 
meantime, there will be a good deal of Press criticism and also specula¬ 
tions. Therefore, in th(‘se circumstances, T will recpiest the Chair to 
give a 1 ‘uling before we leave Simla. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : With regatd to this objecti(»n, if it is kept 
in abeyance, and if tliis Bill goes to the Seb‘ct (’ommittee, the Select 
Committee will hav(? to consider this clause J also and, if, subsequently, 
it conies up before the* House. an{| it is decided by the (’hair that 
claustjijj is ultra vires, then 1 think the whole labour of the Seleet (.’oin- 
mitt(*e' would be absolutely lost. To avoid that. I would request the 
(’hair to cimsider this legal point, for it is of vital importance and it 
should he considered and a decision arrived at before we refer the Bill 
to th(' kS(‘lect (’ommittee. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : riaiise 3 is rather an imjiortant part of the 
Bill and, if that clause is taken out of discussion, then half the Bill 
disapiiears. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shanmukham Chetty) : Tf it is 
the general desire of the House that the House would like to have a 
decison on the point even before the Bill is referred to the Select 
Committee, the (’hair will have no objection and it will certainly see. 
if it is possible, to give a ruling before actually this question is put to the 
vote. Even if that is not feasible, the Chair will certainly adopt the 
suggestion of Mr. Ranga Jyer and give a ruling as early as possible 
before we disperse. 

Mr. C. 8. Ranga Iyer ; Sir, 1 must confess 1 have not given to the 
Bill before this House the same attention and the same consideration 
that T would have liked to give. T admit it is a very complicated piece 
of legislation, complicated in this sense that we here are faced with 
something in the nature of a trial. We were almost placed on the horns 
of a dilemma, especially when tlic Honourabh* the Home Member con¬ 
cluded his speech with a reference to the Federation, and I was very 
much embarrassed as to what attitude I should take in this matter. 
That embarrassment continues and that is one of the very reasons why 
1 refused to prepare myself for this debate. T thought the act of 
speaking would set the mind thinking and T merely propose to place my 
views before this House with absolute detachment and speaking purely 
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for myself and not for my party as it happens to be. And, in the mean¬ 
time, 1 propose to seek light from Honourable gentlemen like the new 
Leader of the Demoeratie Rarty, Mr. Neogy, who has had experience 
both of constitution-making in England along with the Federationists 
and association with Indian States which, J am certain, he represented 
with great ability and for winch he worked with great devotion as he 
always does when he takes up a ease. 1 should very much like to know 
also from other Leaders of Rarties whom 1 miss. Sir Cowasji Jehaiigir, 
as to what he thinks, specially with his great knowleilge of constilu- 
lion-making in England and his association as a Member of the 
Executive Council of Bombay and as a ])romiiient i)iiblic man with the 
JStates and their re])rescntatives. When he was a Member of the Exe¬ 
cutive Council of the Government of Bombay, probably the Bombay 
Government had something to do with Indian States and he came into 
intimate contact with the States representatives in his recent eonsulta- 
tJ<»ns and confabulations for the last three years in Fhii^land. Not 
having had those o])portnnities, I 1‘eel very mueh embarrassed as to what 
1 should or should not sa}’ on this occasion. Sir, I am a b(‘licver in 
Federation and J am prepared to pay the price* that Federation requires. 
It may be a Jieavy j)riee, but I am prepared to pay that price. 1 am 
not a believer in Federation at any cost or at any price*, but T believe in 
Federation under reasonable eireumstane.es and at a fairly reasonable 
];riee. If the I^riiuies are* te) come into the picture of the F«‘derat®u,—as 
1 beliewe they have* got to eoiiie, olheuw/ise* tlie*re can be* no F(*de*ration,— 
then you must })lae(* l)e*l'ore tlie Brinees a sufficient inducement te) come; 
into the picture ; and there is a gre*a1 deal of panic ereateel by what 
tliey 'deem to be a sort of unholy [)re)paganda by the* Ce)rigross n(*ws- 
paxjcrs and the* (V)ngr<'ss leaders in the minds of the Prinecs. 

Mr. B. R. Puri (West Punjab : Non-Muhammadan) : Oh ! 

Mr, C. S. Ranga Iyer : 1 am very glad to find that my Honourable 
friend freuii Lalie)re, Mr. Puri, e*xelaims, “ Oh ", and when he makes 
his speech, he will make me iiiiderstanel with all the ability that he 
undoubtedly lias as the leading hnvyer in the* Punjab as to the implica¬ 
tions and complications wdiich he sums up in the word Oh 
(Laughter.) In the ra(*antime, let me proceed w^ith my speech, and my 
view is this. My friend, my old friend, Panelit Jawaharlal N\‘hru, in 
one of his im])ortant statements published in the Tribwrie of Lahore, 
gave expression to the view that the future of Indian politics was going 
to take Iw'o din?etions,—the agrarian plan directing an attack on the 
zamindars and the present capitalistic system, and the democratic 
plan directing all the current and energy of the Congress to bring 
doAvn the autocracies of the States. I, therefore, believe, at any rate 
I am able to visualise, the sort of attack that is going to be levelled 
against the States to bring down the autocracies. It is for me to decide 
here and now^ what position T propose to take in regard to the future : 
whether I jiropose to take my stand on the side of constitutionalism, 
fight with the force of constitutionalism, with my back to the wall 
and either fall in so doing or sueceed in speeding up evolution and 
achieving my democratic goal as a constitutionist,—or w^hether J am 
going to join hands with the uncon.stitutional forces in a red revolu- 
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tion, sweepiri*^ the Priiiees and the zamindar.s out of existence. That is 
the issue, Sir, that is t,n)in<,' to be raised in the enuntry. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi (Xoiuinated Non-Oflicialj ; Jtiii \hni is not the 
issue in this liill. 

Mr. C. S. Rangra Iyer : That is the issue in tliis Hill also. IL* you 
only ea ref idly read the Hill, sjieeiall^' where it deals with the jalhas 
and if you ri'ud the Hill in the li^ht of the spei^eh of the llonfiuralile the 
Home Member about Federation, you will find that that is tiie issue 
ill this Hill. Let tiiere be no mistake about it that this Bill is aiming' at 
puttiiifT down people inarehin<r to the States, peojde collecting them¬ 
selves into largo bf»di<*s in Hritish India and attacking the States in 
griui]) proeossioiis oj jathns. The pr(‘Veiition of tin* i)(‘ginning of a 
in‘\v (’ivil J)iso})tidienee Movtunent against the Indian Stales is con- 
1ein))la1e(l in this Hill. There is no use saying it is inu in tiiis Hill. 
.1 want to kn(*w wlietlnu* we, wlio support the Fecici-aticui,—and Mr. 
»l(*slii also is pi-obably a sujijiorter of iMMleration.—want to encourage 
forces lu Hritish India of an iineonslitntional kind direeii'd against the 
Indian Stall's. ** the autoei*ates of the Indian Stages *' as some of them 
call it and some liavi* stated in this IIou.se ; or whether we are going to 
eueourage Hie LM’owth of a healthy public o])iuion eontrolled and 
legitimately eontrolled as it ought to be. For wliat is it that we are 
asked to do ? We are asked in this Hill lo treat tlie Princes fairly and 
S(|uar(‘l\- and not to eni-ourage forces of disrut>tion emanating from British 
Jiidia. We know what haiipened in regard to Kashmir when jaihna 
jiroi'ceded from Hritish India. Had this Hill been in existenee. instead 
of the poor Maliara.ja of Kashmir incurring the odium of putting them 
in prison, the Hritish Government would have legitimately taken the 
responsibility on their shoulders and stopped these people proceeding 
to the State. They were arrested after crossing the borders. The 
example of Kasliniir is before me : T personally feel that T should not 
go into the details in regard to a particular State. Rut. Sir, I am within 
my province wlien I say that T do not want the mischievous, the 
Avieked and the unpardonable kind of pro]iairanda that was carried on 
in a certain section of the Punjab Press against a Hindu Maharaja. [ 
do not want mischievous forces to be organised in Britisli India to pro¬ 
ceed in hatches to ])ring diuvn Hie pre.stige and the power I'f the ruler 
of a State as they did in the ease of Kashmir. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : KAum Avhen the rulers misbehave ? 

Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer : The champion of the Hindu cause in Sind 
says that “ flu* rulers misbehave As regards the ruler of Kashmir. 
T should like to knoAV from Mr. Glauey, Avho Avas inquiring into the 
matter, Avhetiu'r the ruler has not been behaving in a manner consistent 
Avilh tlie dignity of Hie house of Kashmir. I believe the ruler, a])art 
from the administration, has been beliaving consistently AA'ith the 
prestige of the great house of Kashmir. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : What about BahaAvalpur State ? 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : What about Mr. A. ? 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer : T am not going to be draAvn into nartieiilar 
Static and personalities, T propase to generalise. Ilere is an Honourable 
gentleman, my friend. Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad, who may have had con- 
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nection with some of the State, rulers, specially the Muslim ones, aud, 
when he stands up, probably he will enlighten us on the matter instead 
of trying to drag me again, in the shape of an intriguing or an un- 
int(‘resting question, into the Kashmir controversy. I was merely 
illustrating, Sir, my point by reference to a particular circumstance, 
a i)articular episode in the history of the relations between the Indian 
public in British India and the ruler or the administration of an Indian 
State. I think it is a most unhealthy way of bringing a State ad¬ 
ministration down by encouraging unconstitutional forces from British 
India to proceed and disturb tlie subjects ot* Indian States. 1 say ii is 
aji unhealthy Avay even to encourage British residents in British India 
to go and create trouble in a constitutional way in tlie Indian States. 
1 would rather adopt the old motto of the Indian National Congress 
wlien it was founded and which was observed by men lik(‘ Sir Siirendi-a 
Nath Banerjea, Gokhale and others. What was their motto and what 
was their policy : Their policy was non-interference in the administra¬ 
tion of bidian States by British Indian ])olitieians ; and we would rather 
eontinne that policy instead of encouraging Ibrees of dest^'iielion from 
British India. That is one of the healthy features of this Bill. 1 do 
not know how far it will or will not meet the situation. It requires 
careful examination in the Select Committee, and, if I agreed to serve 
on the Select Committee, it was because I was attracted by this feature 
of the Bill. 

Now, T come to another feature of the Bill and that relates to the 
Press. Wherever the Honourable the Home Member wants to interfere 
with the rigilts and liberties of the Press, I at any rate will ajiproach 
him with a certain amount, if I may say so, of suspicion. 

Mr. B. Das : President of the Upper India Journalist Association. 

Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer : My friend, Mr. B. Das, says “ President of 
the Upper India Journalist Association 1 am not speaking in the 
capacity of a President. J am sj)eaking in the cajiacity of one who entered 
this profession of journalism, attraerted not so much by what it could give 
in the shape of the gocxls of the world, but tlie glamour and the greatness 
of the ])rofessiori. I concede criticisms in a certain s(*ction of Ihc news- 
])ay>ers have been of a blaekmailing kind : I concede that .Princes have 
been made targets for attack in this irresponsible Press : T admit that 
a section oT the Pr('ss re(pures a good deal of watching and a good bit 
of control, for we do not want that an irresponsible section of the Press 
.‘should condemn the entire Indian Press. Ther(*fore, whenever a sugges¬ 
tion comes that we should ]nit a certain amount of nostraint on a section 
of the Indian Press which criticises the Indian Princes, T am prepared to 
admit that the case requires examination ; hut mast you apply it to 
the newspapers edited in English, or must you not confine it to the 
])uroly Ycmacnlar Press ; for I do not believe that the English edited 
new.‘^papers, newsfiapers conducted in the English language, have been 
.so flagrantly guilty of attacking personally the Princes. This is a matter 
which requires examination. 

Mr. Oaya Prasad Singh : The Sfatnsman attacked the Maharaja of 
TCasJimir very violently. 
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Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer : My friend, Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh, is 
perfeetiy right if he says that the Siatesmun wrote most vehemently on 
the ivaslimir administration. 

Mr. B. R. Puri ; Js there a dillerence of opinion betwten the Deputy 
Leader of the Nationalist l^arty and his Seeretary ? 

Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer : My friend, Mr. Puri, has had the op})ortunity 
of ( lushing, if he could, my liumhle party : it has not yet 1>een anni¬ 
hilated hy him behind our back. 

Mr. B. R. Puri : It will be after tliis speech of yours. (Laughter.; 

Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer : 1 ask my friend to carry out his threat. It 
is ; pity that he has not succeeded all these irioiiths in undermining the 
pail.^. J have given liiiii adecjuate opjjorlunity in the past ; and, if he 
i.as failed, 1 can only pity him for his inea]>acity to carry out his noble 
iti>.i‘et. 1 am told that he was in Laliore in tliosc days ; ihat is the un- 
ba])])y jiait of the business. 

Mr. T. N. Ramakrishna Reddi (Madras ctded Districts and f’hittoor : 
Noi'-Miiliammadan Rural) : Is discussion of jiarty politics relevant to 
this dehatt i 

Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer : Who introduced the discussion of party 
politics .’ Let him first ask his own Deputy Leader about it. (liiter- 
riiptiyii.) Are the Democratic Party ashamed of announcing the tact 
that they have formed a jiarty I Are they iushamed of accepting tiie fact 
that they have got a leader in this House * 1 sj>oke with great respect 

almut th(* Democratic Leader and his devotion to his e,ause. 1 accepted 
ineviudile circumstance that there is a Democratic Party in tliis House. 

1 <lid not cast any slur upon that Party ; but here is an Honourable 
genileman, the Deputy L(*ader of tJiat Party, who has the audacity to 
st ind u]) and say that the Secretaiy of the Nationalist Party is interfering 
with the Di'puty Leader of that Party. Not at all. H(^ was making an 
important point wlini lu* said : “ Was not the Hiaienman of Calcinta 
critli'ising rattier vehemently the Kashmir administration ? Pro’nably 
the /-eply of the Government will that “ <*ven tlie Sfatesman reqiiire.s 
restraint ; we are not discriminating a.s between the Statesman ami the 
Indian ii(‘wspa]»ers in this particular legislation That perhaps will be 
their aiiswtu- and their justitieation for saying that the Press should be 
e(m1 rolled. Tint tliat is not my justification. Tliat (li>es not satisfy me. 

1 say tlie Statesman is entitled to criticLsie as strongly as it can any State 
adininistralicui : even so i‘very Indian iiewspai>er must be entitled to criticise 
the administration of any Indian State ; and that for this reason : the 
States have no responsible government, not even parliamentary govern¬ 
ment in the scnise in which we are having dyaivby in the ])roviiice.s and 
tlu‘ sort of government through legislation that we have now in the 
centre. Ther(‘fore, the State's have got to be criticised, very strongly, 
vei-y persistently and very insistently, in the Indian Press. There are 
Slates in which there is no liberty of criticism, where there is no news¬ 
paper ; there are States in which personal rule still persists ; and even 
though they are going to lx? Federation units for the future, they have 
.^ho\vn no tendency to approximate their position to that of the pro¬ 
vincial units in British India. I, as a strong supporter of Federalion, 
(x])eet the States to rise from within without external assistance in the way 
of direct provocation or action to the same position as units in British 
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Jnciia. If you want Federation to work, you cannot put democracy and 
autocracy together without autocracy tiying to come up to the same 
Jevel as democracy in British India. Therefore, I am anxious that no> 
restraint should be put upon reasonable criticism in British India, because 
it is only in British India that you have the educative Press wliicli goes 
into the States, even though some of these newspapers, when they happen 
to be unpleasant, are proscribed in those States : there the rulers have 
autocratic power. Therefore, we have to allow the forces that are legiti¬ 
mate in British India to play on the forces that are reactionary in the Indian 
States to lift the Indian Stiites to the siiiiie position and status as ])roviiices 
in Britisl? india. Therefore, I wdll have to ai)proach with a good deal of 
hostility, until I am convinced to the contrary, in the Select (.’nnijnilloc 
the ])rovisioiLS relating to the Press. It may be argued tliat you liave 
put ii])on the Press so much restraint under tin* Ordinance Bil! wJiich 
amended the Press Act. Why not ai)ply the same })rovisions t(> lifdiaii 
India ? Wlty not allow the same eonrtesy to Indian India which British 
Indian iuiiniiiislration enjoys / 1 have already answered thal. i‘lv*‘n 

though I may, in ordinary circumstances, be tempted to do so. I cannot 
forget the fact that the (government in British India is .subject to criticism 
of a kind to wliicdi (Governments in the Indian Statt‘s an‘ not. ThereCorr. 
the Britisli Indian l^ress will not like to h(‘ gagged to the sanu' ex1(‘nt as 
it has been gagged in s})ite of our o])position from tliis side of the lIoi[s<' 
in its criticisms of the States. Prom this sid(‘ of the Ilons(‘ wo have (jpposed 
the restrictions on the rights of the Press to condemn wluit is wroiie- in 
regard to British Indian administration. Restraining tlie Press nndnly. in 
regard to criticism of the States is equally wrong. Wc liave not sub¬ 
mitted to those I’ross provisions. The Bill was carried into law in s|)ite 
of our opposition, and, therefore, opposition on that point must, continue, 
and, so fai* as I am coiieerned, will continue. I cannot. Sir, agree to 
restraining the rights and liberties of the Press in tlie manner i?i which 
the lights and liberties liavc been re.strained under tlie Ordinance Bill which 
amended the, Press Law. All that I am jircjiarcd to agree If) is. 1 am 
])rc])ared to go only to the extent that T was prepared to go in the Select 
('ommittee on the Press Bill in which my friend, Mr. Puri, with all his 
ability and knowledge of the law took a very important part. Beyond 
that, in tliis particular Bill 1 will not he prepared to go nnle.ss [ am 
convinced to tlie contrary by tlu* ITonourahlo the Home ^lemher and the 
TIorionrahle the Political Secretary wdiose names T note are inelnd(Ml in 
the list of i\Tenihers of the Select Coinniittce. If they convince nu* that 
wc miisl juit this restraint on the Press, I am their man, hut nothing 
that has been said by the llononrahlc the TTomo Memhesr Ints convinced 
me that there is Tieccssity to put those restrictions on the Press. While 
T am willing to give every encouragement to the Princes to come into 
the P(*cleration, T would ask the Princes at the .same to give every facility 
to the newsfiaper press in British India to bring them up politically, 
administratively, and constitutionally to the sfinie position as the provinces 
ill British India. These tw^o points that I have referred to are adeqnatr^ 
for my purpose. T will agree to a Select Committee motion, but T support 
eireulation if circulation can be completed before January. If circulation 
can be completed before January,—^bec^iLse the llononrahlc the Home 
Member has told us that he is not in a hurry, at any rate he is not in 
haste, and he is quite prepared to wait till January,—^if a hurried circula- 
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tion is passible within that period, it will be worth knowing the opinion 
oi* the important bodies in this country on this point, because the Bili is a 
comi)licated one. Then the Select Committee would be in a better position 
to judge. Such a Bill w^as never i)re<iented to us l)efore. We ought to 
know the opinions of imi)oitant legal and other bodies on this matter, and, 
thei’efore, circulation will not be too bad. His object is to carry this 
legislation through in the January Session, the other Session being a 
special one, and 1 think if he only circulates from now and instructs the 
bodies consulted to b(‘ (juick in giving their opinions, it will be possible 
lor us to know the oiiiiiion of all the important bcxlies concerned on this 
very ecmiplieatcd measure. It is original in the sense that we have not 
l)e< 11 faced within the life of this Legislature with such a piece of legislation 
as the one jiresented to us. 1 want to aiijiroaeli it with all fairness. I am 
prepared to tak(* courage in both hands and say jiass this legislation if it 
will promote Ftvieration and induce the Princes to come into the i»ietiire, 
I'lit .1 Would at tile same lime reserve to mysell the right of criticism in 
.S**h*et (‘ominittec* and <»r modifying the Bill wherever lU'cessary. 1 admit 
that tlie Jlonourabie the Home ^lenih(*r is nioro or l(‘ss animated by a desire 
to iuakt‘ liberty restraint*d, for liberty must restrain itself in wholesome 
pi‘(»p(»rlinn to lack (d* wiiat I may call lieenets Some one described—tlie 
pusi'.age escapes me—liberty as being in ])rop(>rti()n to wholesome restraint. 
That, 1 ludii've, is what the Honourable tlio Home Member is aiming at, 
but lor mys<*lf when the Honourable the Home Member applies restraint 
when democracy thundei'.s an<l stridos on, 1 vn ill say that tin* Executive must 
not he unduly at any rate v^ery ha.stily trusted with new powers until they 
are can'l'idly examined and until ])ublic opinion is consulted. (Applause.) 

Mr. N. M. Joshi ; Sir, this Bill comes in the natural order in w'hich 
our (Toyernment seek to bestow protection on the different classes of 
people in this country. Yesterday, we discussed a measure hy which 
protection was sought to be olitained for one class of people. Today, wo 
are discussing a measnn* by which (tovernment seek to give protection to 
anotlmr class of people. ]\lr. IVesideiit. it seems to me that this is one of 
a ■‘•(M'ies of measures of iirotection wliieh. though intended api)areiitly for 
the protection of tlio classes which are sought to be protected exprc'-^sly 
in tbos«‘ im*asures, still really are intended for the protection of the Bvitisii 
(lOvernineTit in this country. T would like first to deal witli the general 
as]H*c1. of this measure. 1 have an instinctive abliorreneo or dislike for 
measnr(*s wliii'h try to restrict the freedom of the citizens of any country. 
Mhen 1 try to find out the reason for my instinetiv’e dislike, T find tliere 
are two. One ot tlie reasons is that when you try to ])ile up measure 
affi‘r measure of this kind, a general atmospliere of fear is created round 
ev('ry ])ul)lie man. Tliia is not a solitarv' measure which is trving to 
lestrict tlie freedom of the people of this country. One Bill after an- 
oth(T lias been introdii(M*d and pa.ssed, with the result that the most loyal 
."‘ubjeet. the most constitutional public worker in this country, feels a 
kind of n(*rv'ousness. he feels a kind of hesitanev’^ in undertaking public 
v^ork. 

Sii. T am not against any kind of ])enal legislation. Penal legisla¬ 
tion is lalwolutely necessary for anti-social and anti-moral acts, but when 
penal legislation is proposcyi for acts which in their nature are not anti¬ 
social, blit which are considered to be anti-social by Government, when 
they transgress the limits of reasonableness, surely we mmst accept such 
measures vvdth a greater caution than was shown by the Deputy Leader 
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of the Natioiialist I’arty. Sir, it is true tliat there are some acts which 
do become aiiti-social when they are carried beyond a certain limit. At 
the same time we must remember that the ai)i)rehensiou felt by even 
the most loyal citizens, when such measures are passed, is also a natural 
one, because our safety depends upon the whinus and caprices of the 
Magistrates and Judges. The border line between an act which is legal 
and an act which is illegal is so thin that no man feels safe to conduct 
his ])nblic work in this country. 

TJiere is aiiotlior reason Avhy I have an iiistirictive abhorrence for siicli 
Pleasures. Whatever may be the prof tossed object of passing these 
measures, tht*ir aj)plieatioii goes much beyond what apj)ears f>n tl>e surface. 
I sliall give you only two irLstanees. Some years ago, tins rjegislature 
passed an Act in order to ])ut a check to the communal hatred that wa-s 
feared to grow betAveen the Hindu and ]\ruslim communities—I ihink that 
was section 1.').*}, I do not remember the s(‘ction exactly. That I'ill Avas 
passed. Last year one of the provincial fiovernmeiits launched a ju'osecu- 
tion against a man who stated publicly that the capitalists exploited their 
workers, on the ground that it created haired between two classes. I will 
give you another instance. Last year, the L<*gislature ]mssK‘d what is called 
the Ordinance Legislation. It was stated that the measure was intended 
against the acts of those people Avho resorted to civil disobedience*. 1 have 
seen a prosecution launched under tliat measure against a [>(‘rson Avho 
resorted to ])ieketing jnirely in an industrial dispute. Sir. after having 
got this experience, is it unnatural that ppo])le like myself, who hav(* to 
take pail in agitations, siiotdd feel a kind of l\‘ar wlien such measures are 
proiiosed 

Dealing Avith the legislation before the House, let ns see what grounds 
the Honn* Mi’inber has put forAvard in support of it. The Home Memlier 
first stated that India Avas one country altliongli it Avas divided botAvecn 
British India and 500 Irulian Stales. I agree Avith that statement. India 
is ')?ie ai d indivisible, hnt the (piestion is nnt whether Ave agree to that 
statement : the question is Avluilier tlu* Riders «»f States agree to tliat 
statement or not. We on our jiart are anxious that India sb<inld he 
rcganled not <mly as om* social unit, }>nt that it should la* regarded as one 
(iolitica! urdt anrl tliat there should bo a sri’oug (’eiitral (iovernrneut in the 
whole of India and not only in Brilish India. (Mr, H. Dna : ** Hear, 
hear." ; 

Mr. President (The Hemourttbb* Sir Shanmiikham Lhetty^ : Order, 
oi‘d(‘r. The 1 lonourab!^* ^lemher Avill n*snme liis spe(‘eh after Lnii{*]i. 

Tin* As>-.*ml)ly then adjourned for Lunch till a (Quarter l^isl Tavo of 
the (/lock. 


The Assembly re-a.ssemhled after Lunch at a Quarter Last 'I'wo of tlie 
Lh'ck, Mr. President (The Honoiirahle Sir Slianmukham (Mietty ) in the 
(Oiair. 


Mr. N. M. Joshi : When the IJousc adjourned for Luncii, I Avas 
dealing with the point made by the Honourable the Home Member that 
India, being one countiy^ the Go\'emmeiits that exist within the borders of 
this country should ha\''e the same protection which the Government of 
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r>ritish Tiidia have. I stated that we, the citizens of British India, are 
anxious that not only India should be one socially and ethuologically, but 
India should have one strong (Central Government. That is our ambition. 
TbjfortunateJy the rulers of Indian l^tates are equally anxious that the 
(h)ve?min(‘nt of Britisli India should have as little to do with the Government 
of Indian Slates and, it is on account of that fa^d, in spite of our desire 
rh:d there shoidd be a common Government for the whole of India, wc are 
ol)liged to treat some (toveruments within the border’s of India being 
foreiuii to ourselves. Let us exariiine the prvstuil (>)nstitLition itself, 
ruder the present (‘oustitution, it is true that tlie Gover*nor (leneral in 
roiineil has not ordy eontroi ovi r liritish India, hut he has als(j some control 
o\ei- the Govei-nments of Indian States. That, eontr’ol is strictly limited. 

1 am sure, even tin* iloiioiir-ahle the Jlorne Memh^n* will admit tliat the 
eonirol which is <‘xereised })y the Governor General in (‘ouneil, on aceouiit of 
tile [)ower of paramountey, is limited to grave maladniiiiistratiou or Indian 
Stutes. Tlie (iovenioi’ (bnieral in ('oiincil has n<» eontrrd over ‘lit- day to 
day alTaii's of Imiiaii Stales. If lh**re is an act of injustice in an Indian 
Slate, the (iovernor (Jen<‘ral in ('ouiieil ha.s iio control. If tlie acts of 
injii lice go on multiplying and if the extrerric limit is reached and the 
Goveininent of India find that there is grave maladministration, then 
alone ih«‘ G(»vernment of India can exercise their power’s of jiaramounrcy. 
W'hatevei- may he the opinimi <if the Gover*nment of India and the INdi- 
tieal I)e[)artHient in tliis matter, the rulers of Indian Slat's are nut going 
to adndt that the Government of India have got power to interfere in day 
to day administr’ation. Mr. President, you have* been a Member of this 
Legislatun* for a long time and, may I ask you. on how many oeeasions 
could we discuss in this Legislature the question of injustice done in Indian 
Stales to llritisli Indian suhj<*(^s ! We have discussed the (piestions of 
injustice done to British Indians in South Africa. We liave asked 
huiKlnds of (piev^tions on this subject. We have asked (piestions of in- 
jusliee done to British Indian .suhj(*ets in tin* rnited States of America, 
^lay 1 ask you to bring to mind, Mr. President, whether any questions 
were admitted at any time in this Legislature n'gai’ding the injustice done 
to British suhj(*ets in Indian StatVs '! How many times have we ht‘ei> 
alh)W('d to discuss injustice done to British Indian subjects in Indian 
Slates '! W(‘ an' not allowed to di.scuss these qm'stions in this Legislature, 

although we a.re allowed to di.seuss tlie injustice done to Britisli Indian 
sul)j(‘ets in foreign countries like the Lnited Stati's of America and the 
(hmiinion of South Africa. This is the present ('onstitution. 

Now, let us examine the future Constitiilion which i.> |>roi)Osed to be 
establislu'd. If there is really little connection between the Gcn’ernment of 
Piritish Fiidia and the Governimuits of Indian Stat(‘s, the conneetion between 
the (b'vernment of British India and their own Governments will be mucK 
less in the future Constitution. The Princes are claiming that in the future 
Constitution the ])owers of paramountey will not be exercised by the head 
of llie Federal Governm<*nt, hut they will be exercised by another entity, 
called the Viceroy of India. That shows the desire of rulers of Indian 
States that the connection between British India and their own States in 
the matters with which we are eoiiceriied in this Bill should be as little as 
])(»ssible. The rulers of Indian State's, after a few years, may even go 
further and claim that the same person should not be the Governor General 
of India and the Viceroy and thus they may comt)lete the separation that 
already exists between British India and the Indian States. I can 
understand the Government of a oountry wishing for protection against 
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conspiracies of its o^vn citizens when the citizens of a country have jrot 
constitutional rij^hts to get their grievances redressed. That is the justi¬ 
fication for any Government of a country seeking protection against cons¬ 
piracies of its citizens, but why should a Government which has nolhing to 
do with our Government, which is as foreign to the Gov(‘rnment of ours as 
the Govornmont of tlic Tiiited States, if it is not more foreign as 1 have 
shown in this matter, claim this right ? There arc veiy few countries 
besides India which try to protect the Killers of other States in a vicarious 
manner. TJie Government })rotects itself against cons])iraci(*s, hut it does 
not undertake tiu* vicarious duty of protecting the Kulers of other States 
and I do not know why our Government, when the Kuh*rs of Indian States 
tliemselves are anxious that their Government should be kej)t separate in 
th(‘ matter of laAv and order, slioiild undertake this duty. ^Moreover, I can 
understand the Govornineiil, which is constitutional, ‘‘xpccting its citizmis 
to be coiistitutic)!ial. hut Avhat is the (’(Histitiition Avhicli the Kulors of Imlian 
States have given to tl.oir suhJtH'ts and Avhal is th»‘ constituti»)nal i-emedy 
which Bidtish Indians liavc against injustice done hy the Kuh‘rs (»f Indian 
Slates. 1, therefore, think that when our (lovernment insist that wln-n we 
want our grievances to he redressed against the Kiil(*rs of Indian States, 
we must adojit only ('(institutional imdliods. 1 want tlic G(»vernment to tell 
us Avhat is the eonstitiitional method open against injiistiee done in Indian 
States. T have shown that there is veiy little eonstitiitional nndliod open. 
If eonstitutionaJ metliod is (»pen, hy all means insist upon only constitutional 
nvthods being eniployt'd or at least s(*e that tlie Governments of Indian 
States first Ixvome constitutional and then cxpi'ct (uthcr the suhj(‘cts of 
Indian States or subjects of British India to be constitutional. 

Mr. President, the second argument used hy the Honourable the Home 
Member in sujijiort of this mea.sure Avas that there must he reciprocity in 
this connection. 11c t(dd us a historical fact that the Kuhu-s of Indian 
States had lieljied our GoAvrnment in putting doAvn the agitation in British 
India. 1 am aAvan* of that fact. I rcmemlier very avcII an cj^-Memhcr of 
this .As.sem})ly, a AA’ell-knoAAUj man in India, Mr. Muhammad Ali Jinha, being 
sent out bag and baggage from an Indian State. 1 remember a man like 
Mr. Srinivasfi Sliastri being forbidden to speak in another Indian State. 

Mr. B. Das : Shamc>. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : It may be true that these Killers of Indian States 
haA’e helped onr Go\x*rnment in putting doAvn political agitators in this 
country, but is it riglit that those Kulers, wlio do not want lo hav(‘ any 
eonneetioii AAuth ns, should he jiroti-etcd on the ground of recijirocify The 
only matter in Avhich tiny are AAulling to haA’e nKiiproeity is to tigliten the 
ropes round tin* necks of Indian citizens ? Do tiny really Avant reciprocity 
Avith ns in all matters ? If they want it, we, in Britisli India, also want 
reciprocity with the Rulers of Indian States and Avith the subjects of Indian 
States. Let ns examine how far they are Avilling to have r(*eii)rocity Avith 
British India ? Examine the White Paper. The representatiATs of Indian 
States, according to the projiosals of the White Pafier, will IiaA’c a right to 
discuss purely British Indian affairs. They Avill have a right lo vote 
purely on British Indian matters, and even on a h?gislation like this Avhich 
will not be applicable to Indian States. But, Sir, will the State.s, on the 
ground of reciprocity, agree that legislation of this kind applied in their 
own Slates could he discussed in the Federal Legislature and Avill the 
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PcsUthI Lo"islature he allowed to discuss and vote on criminal law as will 
he applicable 1o Indian States ? They will not agree to such a reciprocity ; 
they do not desire such reciprocity. I will give you one more example. 
The White I^ij)er proposes that all subjects of Indian States and perhaps 
the Rulers of Indian States will have the rights of cith^enship, franchise and 
the right to stand as candidates in British India. During the examination 
of the Secretary of State before the Joint Parliamentary Committee, 1 asked 
ti)i‘ Secretary of Stat(‘ a (picstion. I asked him : Will he, on the ground of 
n’ciprocity, secure similar rights to British Indian subjects in Indian 
States ! 11 is reply w’as an emphatic ‘‘ No Why ? Because the Sec*’e- 

ta.y of State knows that the Rulers of Indian States arc not Avilling to 
have reciprocity with British India. When tlie Rulers of Inriiari Slates 
aro not willing to have reciprocity in these matters, wliy should our Oov- 
•eminent go out of th(‘ir May to have reciprocity in this matter bt^fore us 1 

There was another argument used in favour of this Bill. It Mas 
said that tln‘re is going to hi* a Federation and. theri'i'ore, all the units of 
the Federal (Jovernment should he ])rolccted even in these malt 4 ‘rs. If 
there had hcen a Federation. Mhose authority in the matter *»f criminal 
law nr penal laM* liad been acceptable to the Rulers of Indian Stales, 1 
would eertaiiiJy havi* granted tin* proteetion M’hieh is asked for to all the 
units of tlie Indian States. But. Sir. M-e are not going to have a Federa- 
♦lori Mlu*re the Federal authority wiJi have any f)ower in matters of 
eriminal laM in Indian States. Fiider those eireumstances. M’hy should M'e 
make the proposals for a Federation as the ground for giving proteetion 
to the Rniei's of Indian States M'hen they are not Milling to aeeept Ihe 
anlhority of the PVileral (iovernmeiil in a matter M'ith Mhich this llill is 
eoneeriied. 

Then, Sir, 1 M’ish to speak a foM* Mords about the position of subjects 
of the Indian States. Sir, the subjects of Indian States are at least for 
praelieal i)iirposes the subjeets of the British CroMii and these poor peoi)le 
deserve souk* eoiisideration at the hands of the British Government. What 
is thi‘ir condition *My friend, Mr. B. Da.s, lias described those condi¬ 
tions in ilelail. He has told ns that the .subjects of most of tlie Indhin 
States have not got even ordinary elementary rights, leave aside the eou- 
stitutional rights of having a Legislature and discussing inarters in that 
Legislalun*. They cannot hold a meeting to ventilate their grievances ; 
they cannot hold a Conference to ventilate their grievances. If they are 
treated with injustice, there is no poMer M’hich can save tliem. You may 
knoM’ that M'hen our future CoiLstitution Mas discussed in London, there 
Mas a Round Table Conference. Every interest Mas represented at that 
C'onference- We sent representatives of J^ritish India. t)n tlie other 
side, the people of Great Britain were represented including the repre¬ 
sentatives of the Government of Great Britain, of the Liberal Party in 
Great Britain ; when the Labour Government Mas in powder, of the Fou- 
servative Party ; when National Government is in power, the Labour 
Party was represented. Were the subjects of Indian States represented 
at that Conference ? Not only M’ere they not represented at that ("on- 
ference by delegates, hut M’lien tlie subjects of Indian States wanted to 
appear before the Joint Parliamentary Committee to give evidence, even 
their witnesses were not accepted. Nom’, Sir, where are these subjects of 
Indian States to go for redress ? How are they to seek redress ? What 
business have onr Government to tell them that they must follow only 
constitutional methods and not unconstitutional inethods. Give them 
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prott*etion and tlion insist on their following the constitutional methods. 
Considering: from all points of view, then, the Hill which is before this 
Legislature is uiidesirabl'e. Jt is a Bill which seeks to support the States 
ajid tiieir maladministration and their autocracy. 7’Jie Honourable the 
Home Member admifted very frankly that even where there will be mal¬ 
administration, you cannot resort to unconstitutional methods ; you 
cannot create iiatreil for maladministration. Tiiat is the clause in tJie 
Bill. 

Now, if we are not to create hatred, if we are not to create contempt 
for maladministration, I want to know wdiat we are going to en‘a1e for 
maladministration f Are you going to create respect and admiration for 
maladi.'iiiiistration ? Therefore, before our Oovernment try to penalise 
the creati(m of hatred or conspiracies against Rulers from wliom no re(ln*ss 
is i>ossible by constitutional method, let them sec that the Rulers of the 
Indian States become constitutional rulers. At the beginning of my s]>eech, 

I stated, altliough the professed object of the Bill was to protect the Briiices, 
if you asked my opinion frankly, perhaps bluntly 1 migh‘ say that tlie 
Bill was equally intended to protect the British Government in Biiiisli 
India. When wc were discussing yesterday the question of t)roiceding the 
proprietary rights of the zamindars, the repr(‘sciita1ive of Hn* European 
Group, who spoke on that Resolution in an unguarded moment, let out a 
coufKloiitial secret. He knew the secret, being a British subject, atid there 
w'as Tio difficulty for him to know the warlike plans of Government. We 
Indians are not admitted even to the Cyj)her Bureau, but ]u‘ being a good 
Briton knew the confidential plans. He said that the protection of ])roprie- 
tary rights in land were the first line of defence. Of course lie did not say 
that these lines were the first line of defence for the British Government. 
He did not like to tell us the whole truth, but he just gave us a glinifise of 
what the truth was. Now, the Government of India, at the reejuest of our 
zamindars, are creating that line of defence. Unfortunately that line of 
defence is not quite reliable. You know the shap(» of tliat Jim* nf defence 
and, if the artillery tries to hit the target, it might hit one of its own men. 
Not only it sometimes may do this by accident, but the artillery, not being 
hoTnogcneoiis but heterogeneous, one section of the artillery souMdimes hits 
at another section of its own line. Some of the gunmen are very erratic. 
Soinetim(*s the gunmen, represented by ray Honourable friend, Mr. Mas- 
wood Ahmad, may open fire on another section rej)reserited by my 
IIon(»urable friend, Bhai Parma Nand. That line of defcrufc is found to 
be not reliable. Tt is a defective line of defence. This information about 
lines of defence was given to us yesterday by one of the representatives of 
the European Group. Many years ago T had heard from a man well known 
in my jiart of the countrv^ ais being a very wise man. T had heard that he 
had also discovered these lines of defence. Sir, you may have hoard about 
Mr. Ranade. He w'as a social reformer and was also regarded as a ])oli- 
ticMl leader by large sections of people in the Deecan. 1 have heard that 
Mr. Ranade used to tell those people who used to gather round him that 
in the Indian situation there were factors which would alw^ays be used 
by the British Government as lines of defence for the maintena/ice of their 
authority in this country during our struggle for freedom. W(?, in India, 
have got several such factors each one of wdiich affords to our Government 
A very strong line of defence. The Hindu community is full of injustices. 
We have the evil of the caste system, the evil of untouchability, and the 
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evil u^ Uruiimiu, uou-Uralvmiu quarrels. 1 am not suggesting for a moment 
tluvt tlie I'ritish Uoverniueiit \iave created these in justices We imve to 
thank ours(*lves for th<*se injustices in our social system. Hut there is abso¬ 
lutely no d(»ubt in the fact that these injustices serve as bulwarks for the 
.sup]K)rt of the British authority. I shall not tire out the House with 
instances. But J siialJ give you, Sir, one more. Take tlie religious in¬ 
tolerance amongst our own people. The llindu-Muslim feuds. 1 tun not 
suggesting for a moment that it is the British Government who created these 
feuds. We have to thank ourselves for their existence. But can any one 
deny the fact that these feuds amongst ourselves, between the liindm: and 
Muslims, l.'ave not served as a bulwark for the support of the British aiitJio- 
rity in tliis country ? But these bulwarks have now begun to totter from 
their foundations. The Braliiniii—non-Brahmin quarrel lia.< practically 
ended, tiu‘ leaders of the untouchables liave begun to co-operate with the 
toucbables in the struggle for freedom. In this House itself there are par¬ 
ties where the Hindus and Mmslims co-operate. Therefore, it is natural 
that our Government should seek for other fortifications, other lines of 
dofcuce. There are new lines of defence arising, one line of defence con¬ 
sists of the orthodoxy among the Hindus, as represented by my Honour¬ 
able friends, Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen and Mr. M. K. Acharya, another 
line of d(‘feiice we discussed only yesterday, and this Bill represents the 
line of d<*.^enee wliicli is tlie strongest of all. Tliis Bill is inteud(‘d, wliet- 
cver ma,v the professed ()l)j<‘ct of this Bill, to strengthen this line of defence 
anti to s1r(*ny:t}ien this fortification. I wi.sh to make an aj>poa1. Mr. Pre.s!- 
dent. to our (loverniiuuit which is a British Government. I make this 
ap[)eal as a loyal citizen. Whatever my amiable friends may liave said 
yesterday about me, I still claim that I am a loyal citizen. I claim also tliat 
I am one (^f the mo.st firm lielievers in the use of constitutional methods and 
I say. Sir. tliat 1 am not only a loyal eitiz<m, 1 am not only a firm follower 
of constitutional methods, but 1 am an admirer of British history, not only 
of British history, but I am an admirer of British ebaraeter and Bnti;.:hers 
as a whole and, in that capacity, I make an appeal to our Government that 
nu'asures of this kind are not in accordance with the traditions of British 
history. They are against their traditions. Instead of depending ui)on the 
foi’ces of reaction, the forces of autocracy, let them depend upon the 
goodwill of the progros.sive sections in this country. They may say that 
they may show goodwill towards the progressive sections but that the 
progressive sections may not respond. Even then I say that the British 
Government .should .stick to their tradition of freedom. If they fail on 
account of our not responding, even their failure will be glorious. But, 
Sir, if the British Government insist upon staying in our country as un¬ 
wanted guests wdth the support of all forces of reaction and autocracy, it 
will be an eternal disgrace to their tradition and history. 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy (Dacca Division : Non-Muhammadan Rural) : Sir, I 
remember the occasion as vividly as if it w’as only yesterday wlien, '‘levcn 
years ago, in this ver}’’ hall, the Legislative Assembly refused leave to Gov¬ 
ernment for the introduction of the Princes Protection Bill which .subse¬ 
quently became the first certified legislation under the new Constitution. It 
may interest my Honourable friend, Mr. Ranga Iyer, to know’ that it was 
the Democratic Party which had taken the lead in tlie matter on that occa¬ 
sion Sir, much water has flown down the Jumna Bridge at Delhi since 
that day, and I am free to confess that there has been a good deal of cliange 
in the atmosphere of the Indian States. My Honourable friend, Mr. Ranga 



1202 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLF. 


[8th Sept. 1933. 


[Mr. Fv. C. Neogy.j 

Iyer, lias referred to my brief assoeiation with the Princes in London, and 
J may tel] Jiiin tliat T do iiot allow professional engagemonts to inter- 
lere with my personal opmious on questions of pnblie importanee. 

Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer : Sir, 1 neither suggested nor insinuated tliat 
Mr. Xeouy’s ])rof<^ssional engagements had anything to do with his iirivate 
or public Opinion. All that 1 suggested was tiiat liis exp(‘rience as a Mem¬ 
ber of tliis House and his association with Indian States will enable us to 
get fi’ojii liini an enlightened lead in this matter. 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy : 1 never said that my Honourable frieiu; Jiiadi* any 
unehiji-itable suggestion about me. Put 1 wanted to tell this House that it 
was a Av.dching brief that I had in iiondon on hchalf of a section oT the 
Indian Stales which may very appropriately he described as tiie untoucli- 
ables among tlie ])rincely order ; and, if in that capiicity J had oceasion to 
see niort ol the game than tliose wlio were actually engaged in it and if it 
is ti'cl t‘.x]»erience which my Honourable friend. !Mr. IJanga Iyer, warns me 
to r<*late on tliis occasion, 1 can tell him that it was a great edueation to me 
to find that on that liistoric occasion the l*rinces and the people of Inflia 
fought shoulder to shoulder for getting recognition of the .just rights and 
privih*g(‘s of their common motherland. Sir, niucli as 1 h*!irni to atipre- 
ciatc and honour some of the distinguished members of tin? order of Princes, 
I do not mind telling this House that I f(»und very f(‘w of tbi?m yet pro- 
pa )’ed to make any substantial concessions of a constitutional character in 
favour («f their people. 

\ow, Sir, my Honourable friend, the Home Member, has ndVrn'd U> 
die Pedend Constitution which is looming large on tlie political iioriy.on. 
My Honourable friend, ^Ir. Ranga Iyer, also made his confession (<f faith 
in that f<trni of (j}ov<*rrinient. May 1 also add that I was an enthusiastic 
supp )ri(*r of tliat very idi'al till the jmblieatioii of the White I'apcr f Sir, 
r caiin«-1 but recognise that if India wants to have self-government of the 
real 1yp(\ if India wants to control her defence and foreign policy, we 
cannot ignore the Princes. The Princes must come into the Constitution if 
v.e expect to control the foreign and the defence policy of the country as a 
vholc ; ;jnd it was in the hope that we were going to get real se]f-goc«*niinent 
that I. in my own humble way, tried to promote Hie idea of a Federal Hov- 
ernment. Now, Sir, what have we got in the White Paper ? A mongrel 
Constitution to which I for one am not prepared to pledge my support. 
Sir, I remember very well the consternation that was created among the 
diehards in England and in India when it was found that the Princes had 
joined the British Indian leaders in demanding self-government on the 
basis of Federation, because they had counted u])on the Princes to oppose 
the grant of self-government to British India, and they did not think that 
their patriotism would in the end even transcend their sen.se of expedi- 
(mey in having, perhaps to go against the secret wishes of the powers that 
be. But when I ^nd, as I find on the present occasion. Members of 
tlie Government of India giving their enthusiastic support to the federal 
ideal, when I find my Honourable friend, the Home Member, introdiie.ing 
measure after measure calculated to make India “ safe for Federation, 
then 1 begin to suspect. Now, Sir, 1 will not be partial to the Honourable 
the Home Member ; T will begin from that end of the official Benciies. The 
Honourable the Leader of the House appropriately enough has taken the 
lead in this matter. He expects to secure the independence of the Railways, 
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iiidej)eiulenc(i or control of the future Federal Legislature, and he is tiying 
to bring about that happy consumiuatioji which was described so graphi- 
ciilly yesterday by the Honourable Member from Sind, when Mr. P. U. liau 
wouhi l»<‘ riding on the back of ti\e future Transport Minister, tjoiniiig to 
iny Mononralde Yriend, t\u‘ Mem\)er for industries and Laiiouv, no\ 'oeino so 
t)ol(l as Ills otlier colleagues, he is just nibbling at the road syslem oV India, 
it is said on belialf ol* an undisclosed jiriiicipaJ, namely, the Army liej)art- 
inenl, in tlje name of co-ordination wliicli will have the etiect oi' curtailing 
l]i(‘ continl of tile Provincial iilinislers over the road jiolicy, for th(‘ benefit 
of llie army, mechanised as it has been. My Honourable friend, the Law 
JMejiiber, not having an adininislrative portfolio of his own, has to content 
liiiUH*!* with aiding and ahetting his Honourable colleagues in the pursuit 
(d* tln‘ir eomiiioii object. May I now come to the future (.‘oiineillors under 
lli(‘ While Pa|)cr / I do not know whether my Honourable friend, the 
Aniiv Sc(‘relary, has inli(‘rited tiie (jualities of his predeecs.sor in office ; 
if he ii;.s. he will perhaps tind it possible t(» devote more altentij)!- t(» the 
Si;nl. A I> ('. than to the ful ure Federal Ass(‘njbJy. (Laughter.) And 
my lb) HUirahle fri(Mid, Mr. (ilaney, when he introdue(*s the Mnrsliiilabad 
liiil ill fiiliir«*, will word it in eyplier of the secret code, heeaus.* it will be 
till /\ei o!' ihe (lov»‘rnor (leneral. Sir. is this a pieturt* of the FcMeral 
( I'nsi itution over whi(*h any one can enthuse ? 

An Honourable Member ; Wlml about the Finance .M“mi)er .' 

Mr. K. C. Neogy : 1 am very glad my Honourable friend has re- 
mipihMl me of him, bc'i*; use 1 did not lind him in his M•at. 'I'lie Ilonou-able 
ll.'e I^^u-jueo Memhe]- is engage<] in lightmiing the liiboui's of I la* fiimre 
riiiane, Minister so that h(‘ could d(‘V(»te !iis iindivideij altmitiou t * tin; 
ini|)i'! i:!M* lasii of raisim.’’ taxation for lh«* benefit of the (iov.ua'o? (Je.o.-ral 
and loo reserved d(‘partments. .\ow. Sir. is it any \voiid(*r tha* ^iie averagi' 
Pritisii Indian, in whi(*h term I ineludt* inysidf, has no mo:*.* U'^e for the 
Feih !Mtio?i ; 'Fin* attihnii* of tin* average llritish Imiian may be .‘.ummed 
up in the.se words “ Hhik nahi mavgta : tumara kutiha hula lao That is 
tin* attilinle of the average Hritish Indian towards the Federal (’onstilutiou 
as adnmigrated in the White Paper. 

An Honourable Member : What is the meaning of that 1 

Mr. K 0. Neogy : My Honourable friend, the Home Member, in his 
8tateine)it of Objects and Seasons of this Bill is yet undecided as to whe¬ 
ther lids measure is needed to satisfy the spoutaneous promptings of the 
Pai’amountey conscience or whether it is essential as a concomitant of the 
Federal Tonstitution that seems to be inevitable. Tf it is a mattf'r of para- 
m<iuntcy. as has been pointed out by my Honourable friend, Mr. Joslii, how 
is i1 thrit we are diseussirlg the itleaiful^e ? It is no dodbt true that the 
Governor General in Council is at the present moiri^ttf, feonstituticnally 
speaking, the agent of that paramount power ; but I ask my Honourable 
friend, Mr. Glancy, to tell this House as to whether the Princes relish Ihe 
idea of the British Indian Legislature having anything to do with regard 
to the iiaramountcy obligations of the thrown. I do not think that the 
Princes would support the idea of this measure being conside?(*d at fdl by 
the British Indian Legislature. As has been pointed out by my Honour¬ 
able friend, Mr. Joshi, in the future Constitution such a measure 
would ndate entirely h) the special responsibility of the Governor General. 
That has been secured hy strenuous efforts on the part of the Princes. They 
do not want that British Indians should have anything to do in regard to 
L256LAD C 
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such paifiTnoimtcy matters. If it was on the other hand, a mater arising 
out of rlu li'ederal ('onstitntioii, how is it tliat this is not being |)(»stj)one(l 
so as to enable the future Federal Legislature to afford the ]H'C(‘ssai*y pro- 
teetioii to aiJ th(‘ federal units, irrespective of the fact as to whc flun- They 
belong to the category of British Indian i)rovinces or the Indian States f 
Tf. the iTonourjjble tiie Home I\Ieniber sure that the States would su]iport 
tlie id.\i of the future Fede]*al Legislature liaving anything to do with legis¬ 
lation (if this ehara(‘ter / No, Sir. They luive niMile it abundantiy clear 
that, altiMUigh th(* F(*deral (lovernineut and the Fcdoi’al !jegisla<ure may be 
'sitally eo'U'vrned io maintaining tin* I'Vderation imimpain*d and. in ])re- 
vcTdiuc’ the disin1eg?*alion of the FtHl(u*a1ion. tliey do not wan- ih<‘s“ mat¬ 
ters of eoiniiion eoncorn. as they are certainly matters of common coneern, 
to be decided by the Federal Legislature of the future. So far as 
protection of Stabvs' inter(\sts are eoiieenuHl, tluw have made it ahundaidly 
clear tliat tluw look to the Frown and to the Frown {done and to tin* tb»v- 
eriior tieneral as its iigent. and not to the (rovernor (bmeral in C^>uneil, to 
aiford them the nece.ssary protection in the matter. 1. therefore, do not 
think tliat the IlonoiirabJe Member was (piite right when he said tliat the 
Princes want .sneh a measure. It may be that the Prine(*s W{int ni.'iny other 
things Ix’sjdes. But is the Honourable Member quite sure that the Princes 
";iant the British Indian Legislature to atlord them protection /.... 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir (Bombay Fity : Xon-Miiliainmmbin Kurall : 

^ ^ May I just iuterrupt my Honouriible fi i(*nd ? 

Docs lie mean to say that, in the Futui-r* Fonstitu- 
tion, any legislation that may be required by a res(*rved department will 
not come before the Legislature ? 

Mr. K. C. Neogy : Tt will perhaps have to bt* ultimately enacted as a 
Governor GeneraFs Act, as far as I can see. 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir : 1 do not want to interrupt my Honourable 
friend ; but I want to put him right. I do not think that is rpiite so. 

Mr. K. C. Neogy : If the Hcuioiirable Member will read the White 
l^api ’* (‘{irefully, In* will find that, so far as the 1 Vinces are eon(*‘*rm*d. they 
look to the Governor General and not to anybody else. 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir : If 1 raa,v interrnjit the llonnurahh* Me mber 
for a niiuute : I think he is confusing Hie issues. The cpiestinn of h*gisla- 
tion V. iHi regard to reserved dejiartments, wlietln^r it be tin* Army or 
Foreign Affairs or Indian States, will have to come before the Legislature 
in future. 

Mr. K. C. Neogy ; I was dealing with the attitude of Ihe Princes in 
regard to this matter. 

j3ir Cowasji Jehangir : The attitude of the Princes is perha])s rightly 
exjilfiined by tin* Ifonoui'able Member ; but the confusion comes in where 
he says that legislation with regard to the reserv'ed d(‘partrm*uts Avill be 
doTn* b’V' nrdinanee or by a Governor GeneraFs Act : that is not correct. 

Mr. K. C. Neogy : Tt is undoubtcdlj’^ true that b^gislation initially 
would (iome up before the Legislature ; but iny poiut 'was tliat the Hon¬ 
ourable Member could not have put the case of the Princes correctly if he 
meant tliat the Princes wanted protection from this Legislature by T^ay of 
this particular enactment ; and what I waited to convey was that, even 
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nii(i(*r Ihi' ])r()})Os«ls of the White Paper, the Princes look to the Governor 
(ieiKTfil to afford them protection in such matters, and not ic- tlie <j(>v- 
< rmo- Generfd in Poiimdl. It may be that, as a matter of ])roe»Minn‘, legis- 
latitm may have to be initiated in the Pederal Ijcj'islature ; but what 
J Avanted to know was as to whether the Princes ai)j)roved of t'ns particular 
proeefiiire 

J will iMfW’ ti*y t.<j exaiiiine some of the salient featines of tl;is particu¬ 
lar liill. ('oniin^ to the proposal to amend se<*lion lL!IA of \\\r liidian 
JN /iai ( ode. 1 d(*sir(* to point Old that then* is a fundamenl;.! principle 
umicilyiiiL- me prcseni .M-etion i21A vvjjieh is he.iijr infriinred iiy this pro¬ 
posed awicndmciii. .Seclioii 121 deals with waiiinpr wai- a< 4 :a!nsT :ji.* Kiii^^ ; 
and if my Honourable friend will read the history of the eiiaetmenl of 
seetioii i :jl A, w hich was incor porated into I'n- St:itute in the year l -STC Ia- an 
amendinjx l»ill introdiieed by Sir James Fitz*James Stejrhen. an honoured 
name amonj; l*ritisli jui'ists who ever eanie out to India, if my Honourable 
friend will study the bislory of that eiiaetmenl. be will find ibat Ibis pai’- 

li<*ula» M-ction was passed as bein|r merely aiicillarA in charaetcr ai d suj)- 

l>lemcniary to section llM. Section P2] dealt with wat^in^ war aj^ain^t the 
Kinc- ; and it was found tliat there was a defect in tlie law. because fbere 

was no jirovision with rejrard to conspiracy to war a*?ainst the King, 

wliK'li, bu’ for tbe enactineiit of a specific provision, would I'lave to be dealt 
widi ;,s alM'tmmit of waging war. If my ITonouralile friend will refer to 
tlie s]>eeeb tlial Avas made by Sir James Jitz»James Stephen. AAuiile 
inirodiiciiej that l»il!. lie Avill see that this seetion 121A was m(‘r*(*ly a 
j»arap!irasc of a provision (d* Avhat is knoAvn a-s tin* Ti’»‘as(m Kebmy Act, 
wliieb was enaet(‘(l in tin* year 1S48, if 1 am not mueb mistakeu. It was 
felt in Kngland tliat liiit for a provision of this eliaraeter. tie* prosecution 
of cons])iracies. AA’hieh might not achicA’c their object, Avould lead to con¬ 
siderable diflicuify ; and as this particular point Avas dealt with hy the 
Treason Felony Act, Sir James FitzJames Stepiion introduced section 121A 
for the jrnrpose of serving the very same object. 

Now, Sir. my point is this. Section 121 deals witli tn'ason. Treason 
goes Avith allegianct*. 'Phen' can be no treason if then* is no obliimtion of 
allegiance, and section 121x\ deals Avith treason felony, and, there again, 
indoss then* is an obligation of allegiance, there eannot be an.A’ tn*asnn 
felony. Sir 1 hope if will not be contend<*d by tbe n»)no»ir*ab]»* tri** Home 
mbei- that we. Pritisli Indian subjects, lovi* any .-.llegiance to the hOO 
and odd Indian jrrinccs. 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : Will tin* Honourable Member 
explain Avhat is tbe jnsiiftcaii<»n for section 12.*) of the Indian Penal 
Code ? 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy : Section 12.1 Avas delibcratel.A- enactr^d for the pro¬ 
tect ion of certain Asiatic pow'ers Aviiich Aveiv* in alliance Avith the Queen. 
My frimid can take it that if his distinguished predecessors of tb.ose 
da.A^s had found if feasible, IhcA' avouIiI liavt* enacted a similar speeitic 
provision in tin* interests of the Indian States. 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : My friend iloes not suggest that 
liritish subjects OAve any allegiance to the Asiatic ]mAvers ? 

Mr. K. C. Neogy : What 1 mean is this. You eannot amend section 
121A in the Avay that ,vou are seeking to do. T am not eonconicd with 
weetion 125, Avhich creates a distinct offence, allegiance or no allegiance. 
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In to amoiul a particular section wliicli deaLs exclusively with 

treason felony, you have no business lo tamper with ihe underlying 
prineij)Ie of that sectioi., hecause. a:' J .say, treason and tia'ason felony 
go only with allegiance. It is only in the case of a breach of that 
allegiance Avhich we all owe lo the King ICnipcror that a charge uinhu* 
121 or 121A could he su.stainaolc. Legislation is not nitjn* f)atch work, 
it is not imu’c scissiJi.s ajid paste work. 'Idicrc art^ fundamental j)rin- 
ciples which were perh ips betMo* understood by our pred(‘cess()rs in 
those days. 

1 now' come to tin* provision idrtina: to the Press. My Honourable 
friend, in his speech, referred to the fact that this was originall\ con¬ 
tained in tlu‘ (Yiminal Law AnuiKimeut Hill, which was ])assed into 
law against the teeth oT popuin* op|)osiiit)ri in Xoviunber last. My 
.Honourable friend said that altliongh one of tin* clauses contained the 
provision which is n<»w sougiit to i>*‘ t‘naei»‘d with reference to the 
press in thi.s jairticular P»ill, that was dropped by tlu* Select Lommiltec. 

1 could n<il catch what lu‘ slid later. l)ut I gathert*d the impres¬ 

sion that the lSe!(‘ci Committee thought that this particular ])rovision 
could he re-enacted later. . . . 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : Considered. I think. 1 said. Sir. 
that in the Select ('oniinitti t‘ wr tiiofiLiiit tiiat. if this j)roposal vv. re to 
h(‘ pursued, it slioidd lx pul ap scjairately. 

Mr. K. C. Neogy : Nou. Su-, 1 have ie my hand the Kt'port of the 
Select ('('inmittee. atui I naturally expeelcd that if the Sehxd Com- 
Jiiittee had fdVeiaal a parli('nlar ja*; sou as staled hy lh(‘ Ilonoiirabb* the 
Horne Mejuijer for Mndltinc* foj* t'u turn* heimj:. liiis partietdar provision, 
they would have given iis some indi<*ation of tlieir attitudi^ in the 
matter. Ibil this jv wfial tie* l\(*pori sa\ s . “ \Vr hav’e ondtted the 
relViaMice.. to Indian !han<‘es and (ddefs That is all. Now. Sir, rny 
Honouralde friend, along v it!i tw’o other Meunhers of the Government, 
had a minute of dissent appended to that lie]>or1. No mention do [ 
find even there as lo the iniention of Goveniment in regard to this 
particular provision. What is mon,—our amiable frhnul, Mr. Ankle- 
saria, whom by the w^ay I want to congratulate on his C.I.E . .. 

An Honourable Member : And his pleasure trip to England ! 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy : Even our llonourjble friend, Mr. Anklesaria, had 
appended a minute of ilissent. He Whs not satisfied with this ])arti- 
cular omission. This is what he says : “ The position in respect of 
Indian Chiefs and Princes will not tend to advance the* object of the 
Bill and so on. Then, later on, he says : I would, therefore, keep 
sub-clause.as it stood, originally in the Bill 

It cannot be said that this was dropped as a result of absent-minded¬ 
ness or that the reason why it was omitted from this Bill was not in¬ 
serted in the Re])ort of the Select Committee out of sheer absent- 
mindedii(‘ss. Here was Mr. Anklesaria to remind the Oov<?rnm(mt of 
their duty. . . . 

Mr. S. G. Jog nierar Representative) : Was an amendment given 
by Mr. Anklesaria ? 

Mr. K. C. Neogy : I ilo not find any trace of any amendment in the 
discussions. 
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Sirdar Harbans Singh Brar fEa.st Punjab : Sikh; He had given 
notice of it, l)ut he did not move it. 

Mr. K. C. Neogy : What is this f.iruTjrt^ncy provision \vhif 5 h is 
soiijrljt to ln‘ inInKliiced ! Tho idoa is tJiat th(* provisions oj! the 
I.n»lifMi Prrss (.KuKTjrciicy Act, as aniomied by the Criminal 

Law AnKMiflrntoil Art, shall inelu<lc cas<*s in which any writings 
“ 1en(l<‘(l (lin-cfly or indirectly to brin^ into hatred or eontcmid or to 
ejccile disailVction towards the admiiii.'tlration establisli(‘(l in any State 
in India Now, Sir, tended directly or indirectly to bring into 
hatred or c.ontenif)f ”, what docs this mean ? If the facts that have 
been i-elated this luorninu’ ]>y my Iriend. Mr. 15. Das, and by iti\^ friend, 
Mr. doshi, \v<T«‘ ])rinted, as tiuy will he in the r)rticial i)roeeedings of 
lids d»‘ha1«*, 1 am v(‘ry inneh afraid, even that would eome within 

this description, })eeans<* tin* very hare narration of the facts as they 
exist in tlie Indi;.n States may hav<* the etfeet of brinf?iiig any adminis¬ 
tration into hatred (»r <*ontempt, in of anythin'^ that anybody 

might <!<• to j)n‘\ent sij(*h a rosull. As tci 'vhetin-j* a [lartieular pnlilica- 
tion d(»es tend dire(‘i|y or indiHM'tly t(» brijig any ad?ninistration into 
hatred <'r eontempt, would depend n|)on the eliaraeter of the facts 
which are disclosed, and not upon any inotivt* or intention on the part 
of the writer to (‘reale any disaffection.. 

Sir, again, speaking as a result (*f my experieiu'e of th..‘ Imiian 
Drinees, I say that I here a?*e V(‘ry honourahle exceptions among their 
onler. hot ean it be said, ev(‘n l>y my frimid. Mr. (Jlaney. tliat ‘hero 
are not Slat« s in which thinir'» eontiniially co (»ti. for the bare publica¬ 
tion of wliieh, however truthful, a jiuhlieist may he hauled uj^ on the 
gnuind that it would torn! dir»*(*t!y »•; indino'tly to ])riiiijr into hatred 
or (‘onicmpt. vtu-y wcll-d(*s(‘rve'1 hatreil (»r contempt, tin* administra- 
ti(m of tlios(‘ States,- and jumalised for it .’ 

Sir. my friend, Mr. I>. Das. read out an extrae! from a spoeeh de.li- 
V(‘r(‘(i by Lord Irwin at a meeting oi tl.<* (’hamlHu- of Pri-K-es in March, 
'hiat vpeeeh merely sum-iiarm dl a tiotr wliieh Lord Irwin had 
eii’eulali'd on |)ie Itlh. flu.ue, .ni.onu' all tin* lu'.'iau STalcs. in 

'which he laid down cci^ain ininiiaiim rent irio ieots <»i' administra¬ 
tion whicli he expected lin‘ in v.-.ri'-f. . . sir. my Honourable 

friend, the P<<!ii:e;il Soer» fary. when he Vs np t- -p<'ih', will p«u’lia])S 

ohlitre this House by telling us lo whet etfcei tlial narti(udar note lias 

prodiK'cd, ho\\ many Pi’inees, for instaiUMw have eon.formed to the 

rmpiirements as laid d(»wn by Lonl Irwin liiinseM’. ami lu^t by any 
irres]u»nsibb* tiewspaper man. Oti this particidar point I find, the 

Hutler Committee, reporting in LKH. said that 'M) Princ<‘s have eslab- 
lishe<l .Legislative (humcils most of wliieh arc at ])resent of a consulta¬ 
tive nature only ; 4(1 have constituted High Courts, and so on. It gives 
US tin* numbers (d‘ Ibiiices who have taken certain steps in liheraliaing 
their administration. Hut then it added : 

“ Simie of tliea(' reforms .'ire still n(» iloubt iiu*hoMto or on pa.]>or. aiid sonio of the 
Stn.t('s ari still hackwani ; but a seiise of respon.sibility to their ])Oople is spremliiig 
among the States find growing from year to year.” 

That was about three years ago. Will my Honourable friinul, the 
Political Seendary, tell us as to wliai the progri'.ss has been in this 
mailer ? S^peaking at a nuMding of the (’’liamber of Primus in March, 
19rH, Lord Irwin had to give a f<*w bits of advice to the Princes. That 
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was the iasl speech that he delivered at the Chaiii))er of Princes. My 
JlonourabJe Irieiid, Mr. iJ. Das, has already (iin)ted a ])ortion from it, 
but there are some more observations in it which have some bearing on 
this particular measure. 

This is what Lord Irwin said : 

“ There is no use in disguising from ourselves th;it the new order of things niid the 
irresistible iogie of events are lifting the veil from mueh that has hitherto been 
considered itf private eoneern, and more and more faetors are temling to bring }our 
afCairs iut(. publieity (mtuniutf ihv riincts). Where there is eritieism of an^- of your 
adiniuistr.'itions, be it b:jsed on reasonable groiiinis or seiirrilous and misinfornuMl. 

I want to draw the attention of the House to these words : 

“.be it based on ieasouui)le gnuiinls or seiirriloiis and misinformed ; tin*, best 

answer on the ]>art ot tliose wlio have notliing to hide is the issue of full and ri-^ular 
administration re})orts from whhdi the piiblie inav learn how voiir tioveniin(*nt is earned 
on. ’ ^ 

Lord Irwin did not think of a legislation of tltis character as tlie 
remedy ! Then he went on to observe ; 

“ Hut let us not forget th.ut, as you aeipiire ;i share in ihe control of conimon 
subjt'cts, aiui as your iiiU'nia! affairs i*eJouie (*f inereasing interest to jniblic offiuiou 
in India, tiiere will come to you more ami more responsibility for bringifig _\our 
admiuLstrai ions to the Jevci <lemainied of all modern (Jovernmeiits. 1 ac-knowh'dge grate 
fully that tiiej-e .are jiiany ."^fat's Hiat iJa^( notliing !<• fear, where within tin- emapa.is 
of their resources all that is pos-^ibJe is d'die foi tin- well’ari* ami ]>rog»t -s df their 
subjects. Jiijt there .an* siill other*- to which this descrij)tio!i cannot apjdv ; where 
Jiersonal e.Ntr.avagama' h.as injunwl the Hu.ancial st.ability on which .''ouml a«liniiilstration 
must rest, ami Adhere too Jittl*' is spent on the welfare ami mivamaaaient of the pe(<ple. 
Where smdi (amditioius exist, they cannot fail to be a d.anger to the whole )>(>dy of your 
Ord(‘r. and J appeal to Vonr Ilighm*Ks<\s to use all \(mr intluema*. ,as tin* V’i('eroy mi^st 
us(* liis, to secure im/)rovement. ” 

I very nmcli cxjicct the Political Sccrctaty to tell ns as to what etreet 
litis admonition had upon those other Prinees to whom his Jjordship 
referred,—how many of tliein have e.stahlished TjegisJativc Poiim'iLs, for 
instance, which he had advocated, though not in so many words, Jiovv many 
have conceded the most elementary rights of citi/.euship to their subjects, 
how jiiany Slates ponnit public meetings to be held in their Statas without 
any jiermission. 

Now, Sir, my Honourable friend, the Home Member, justified this Bill 
f)n grounds of reciprocity. T should like to know in how many States 
thei-e is an indejiendent prc.ss, because I take it, when he meant reciprocity, 
he meant reciprocity in regard to the different provisions of this Bill. I 
should like to know^ from the Political Secretary how many States have 
got an independent press, which would enable ns to judge of the value of 
the reciprocal protection which we enjoy in regard to press criticisms of 
British Indian affairs. 

Now, my Honourable friend has said : “ You cannot expect a dead 
level of similarity in regard to the forms of administration that prevail 
tliroughoiit this country, ” I entirely agree with him there, and T do not 
think that it is any impediment to our having a Federal Constitution if, 
for instfkne(‘, the States have a different .system of administration from our 
own. But that does not mean that, whatc^ver forms of Government may 
obtain in the States, the people thera.selves should have absolutely no voice 
in the affairs of the Governments of their own. 
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Now, 8ir, 1 do not know what the present policy of the Government 
of India in this matter is ; perhaps, they think they have no right to 
dieUitci to the Princes as to what form of administration they should set 
up in their Stat(*s. P»iit may 1 draw the attention of tlie Political Secre¬ 
tary to w^Jiat was stated by Lord Lytton on the occasion of the rendition of 
Mysore. This is what he said ; 

“ TIm- British Govornnionl now undertnkos thi* duty of proU*(',ting all Native i^tatcs 
in India from oxtrnial outMiiioK and of proHorviug internal order by incasurcB neeessary 
for Hccuriiifr tlie j»cople from mispfovenimeiit au<l for Bupportinjj thi* lawful authority of 
the Rnh'r. Ho also tl»e powers of the British Governinent to preseribe the forms of 
admiiiisiratioa and to insist that its ad.viei* be adopted are the neeessary 

correlatives of the admitted res]»onsi!)iliti«‘s of the British (Iov(‘rnirient for the internal 
peare <»1' tin* whole Kiiipirt' and general welfare of ^’-e j)eople. ” 

[At this stage, Mr. President fThe Honourable Sir Shanmukham 
(.’lietty) vacated the C^iair which was then occupied by Sir Abdulla-al- 
Mainiin Sulirawardy, one <»f tlie Panel of CMjairmen.] 

I should like to know w]i(‘ther there has been any departure from tliis 
deelai-ation of ])oli(‘y in regard to the Indian States. If tiie Honourable 
genileiiiaii says that that was merely an expression of opinion on the 
jrart of an iudividiutl Viceroy, then 1 want Jiini to tell us as to what effect 
lias been giv*‘n to tin* vvi.NlitN the last Vie(M*oy of India who left our 
slioro> not ver*y lonir aL^'o. And may 1 lake it that L‘d*d IrwinV adnioni- 
tirii in this mat lor n‘pr<‘sonts tin* Uritish txdiey in regard to the Indian 
States I If that lie so, itj.v Honourable friend shoiild liave no difliculty 
in sj.'tisfying tliis House tliat substantial elf(*ct has been gi'en to this 
piei'f of adviee tondei’(*d ]»y Lord Irwin, if he wants this House to support 
thi'*' ])arti(*ular measure. 

Sir, my Ilonoui'able friend, the Home ^lember, said towards the 
coiielnsion of Ids speeeli, tliat Federation could not be built upon a basis of 
distrust. I entirely agive w’ith him. But my conception of I'ederalioii 
is not a ('olh'ction of units in a state of armed neutrality eitln*r. There 
must bt* fierfeot nnderslamlhig and goodwill and community of interests 
among all the nidts of the Federation. That alone can make for a stable 
Ooveriimenl. whether of tlie federal type or of any other i>pe. N(»w, 
Sir, my Honourable friend, in seeking to promote a legislation of this 
character at this ])artiiMdur moment, is only seeking to increase distrust 
wlier'* distrust was vanishing, thanks to the noble part w'hieh the Princes 
played in London in fighting the common battle of our common mother¬ 
land. For all these reasons, Sir. I cannot give my support to this measure. 

Mr. S. G. Jog : Just about an hour ago. a very influential man in 
the Govi'rnment Benches made a remark that I was silent since the o]>en- 
iiig of this Session. 1 gave him the explanation that the Simla climate 
was more suited for silence than for any activity. How’cver. I ha^'o great 
pleasure in breaking tluit silence and expressing my vfews on the measure 
that IN before th(‘ House, which has got a gravity of its own. 

I am glad to find that the ITononrable the Home Member has realised 
and has also ex]>lained to the House the gravity of this measure. He also 
explained tliat he is in no hurry to rush this Bill, but at the same time 
he has made* a motion for the Select Committee. The question is of still 
greater iinportaiiee, because it has bmi associated wdth the question of 
PVderatioii. People in India are getting more and more impatient as 
regards this Federation idea and every body is anxious that, in whatever 
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forw^it may he, the new Governuieut should start fiinetiouing,—tlie sooner 
til? better.* The more it is delayed, people are getting more and more 
anxious about tlu' coming h'ederation. The (juestion of granting pnd.ec- 
tion to the Prine'es is ol* great impoi*tanee a*s 1 Iiave just now said. J^ro- 
bably many Members of this House have no idea of the number of Stateg 
in India and their population. The area cove7*ed in the Indian Stales is 
67.5,267 square miles with a po]!iilation of seventy millions. Tlio Indian 
States embrace tlie n idest variety of eoiintn’ and jiirisdietion. Tl^ey vary 
in size from petty States like Lawa. in Kajputana, with an area of 19 sfiuare 
miles, and the Sinda liill States, whiel? are little more than small lioldiiigs, 
to States lik<‘ llytlerabad, as larg(‘ as Italy, with a population of thirteen 
millions. They inelude tlie inlmspitable regions of Western ICajputana, 
Baroda, part of tlie Garden of India, IMy.sore, rieh in agricultural wealtli, 
and Kashmir, one of the most favoured S])ots on tlie face of the globe. 
This is the area and this i.^- the inimher of States that will ho affected hy 
this legislation. Although the legislation is a V(‘ry small one. its i»u|)liea- 
tions are of grave eonseqiienee.s. This is the first time the House g»'ts an 
opjiortunity of discussing the [xditiral affair's of Indian State’s and it is for 
the first time that the Honourable the Political S(‘(*r(‘tary has come to the 
House and is anxiously listeuiing to llie de])ate.>. Though the mea^uro lias 
been iiitroduei’d hy the Home De})artincut. it is no doubt at the dictation 
of the Political Di’parliJienl. It is no doubt true that the relations oeiweem 
tile Slates and Ilrlrisli India are of an extremely delicate nature. How far 
the I*olitie.;l Depiiriineiit will 1 m^ ju'^tifiod in intm-fering in tlie Milernal 
affaii-.s of th(.‘ State is a very difficult questi^m. They interfere wiieii they 
like and, when tlie\ do not want to interiVre, they give tlu’ ri’ason that 
they are Ti<»t aiiTlioj'isrd io inte»‘f<‘re Avith the affairs of the State. 1 am 
glad TO find that the Polilical i)ei)art!iient i.s eomiug more and more into 
the (jiseussioijs of this Jbnise and J thiidv this ils(*lf is an indication of ihe 
political pi'ogrcss in tin* States. Tin* (jneslion of the prott'clion of the 
Princes ('iiine jiroininenlly before tld.> Jiousi' in 1922 and Ihi'' mt-asiirc jias 
a notoriety of its own. It was iiitroduced by tlie then lloiu'e ?d(nd)er, the 
Honourable Sir William \dneeut. f wmdd like to tell the lions* with 
Aviiat sf-aut courtesy this measure wa.s treated liy tlie Hou.se then. Kveri 
hrealdiig tin* conventi<m of tin* lliense. p was ilirov ri out at the !irst iiitro- 
diiciioii oT ihe measure. H was for ibc’ first linn' liiat the Viceroy c\crei''C(l 
his jmwer of eei'1 ifieal ion. The Bill went hefore tin* Couneil of State. 
As to wiiat happened llnu’e, the As.sembJy deflates give us no guide. One 
.sp<'(H*h was made by the Honourable Sir William ^dnceilt and one speech 
was made by Mniisbi Iswar Saraii ami the motion was negatived by 48 
votes to 41. That is the only record of the debate we have got and the 
wlpiltt measure was summarily rejected by the House. Tlien, i-he matter 
was taken u]) by tiic C^ouncil of State and there the matter was not 
thoroughly discussed and, without much discussion, it became tlie law 
under the e(n*tification jiower of the Viceroy. This is the history of thig 
legislation. Soon after the inauguration of the reforms, the Viceroy had 
to use his ]iower of certification, and, as such, this measure lias got a 
noforiety of its own. The Honourable the Home.Member then nia/lo out 
his case on thrx^* grounds. He said that the British Government was 
under a pledge bound to respect the privileges and dignity of the Princes. 
There Avert; several attacks made in the press and elsewhere of wliich he 
had given instances, but I do not wish to tire out the House by reading all 
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tliose. The Goveriiineiit then thou^rlit that it was their bounden duty to 
pj’otect tlie Pririees. Whatever may be the effect of that legislation, we 
have a sort of legislation which has been able to protect them so far and 
tin* (jU(*stion before this House now is. whether there is any necessity of 
a!iij)lifyiiig that legislation or introducing a new measure. The Honour¬ 
able the Home Member, in his Statement of Object and lis‘ason.s, has 
.‘ tated : 

“ in ri'cnit vcars lius shown that tin* ordiiiarv law is not adequate to 

a/ltofl Staffs in India the |irotoftion they may roasonaljly rxpoet against activities which 
iua> Ik‘ carriod on in Hritish Indin.” 

I prosunn* that by llie orditiarv law he refers 1o this measure which 
has been passed already, for 1 do jiol know if there is any r)ther ordinary 

law. 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : T mt‘aTil the wiiob* body of law 
existing in British India. 

Mr. S. G. Jog : May 1 know if tl]?*re is any other law which i)rotects 
ill** prine<*s V 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : Tin* llononrabl** Member will 
understand that llii" Bill >eeks u* amond tin* Indian ]k*nal (’ode which 
in certain respe('ts is ina<le(|uate for L^iviiiL^ lliat prfdeetion which we 
consider to be reasonable. 

Ml'. S. G. Jog ; 1 (juile s*‘<‘ the point. But tite ordinary Jaw to¬ 
day is tile Indian States Trot.^etioti A**!, of Avhieb section runs as 

f(d‘loV.s . 

*' \S !.(M'\( r rdit.s, |•'•i!lt^‘ ur jnildislu*.’, or is the .'lutlior of any nfwspaj»or or oth»r 
<i<n imiciil \'li'fii lii’iiius or is iiitfnd<Mi to bring info Initrcd or ronteinpt or oxcites or 
\< iiilcJidfd lo (‘Sidle dis;iflV'tion to*\ards flu* Prince or tile (’hief of the State or the 
(iov: iiinii'iil and Ad iiiini.slra i ion e>t:iMi>lied in sin-h a St.'ile shall lie |iunished with 
iiii’irisOMiiiiM.I wliii li ma\ ext< n>! t<* hvo yenrs. or with liin*. *ir with both.” 

This IS the cxisiinii' prus isiia: « lii.-ji we !i i\o not. .'n,l wlial w** iiav** 
got to s(‘e is. whetlicr llo* existinir provision i* snffiei-.-TiT or not lo ne-et 
Tin* reqniroTjKMils of ilio prc's^nl times. If we find that the ])r**seTit law 
is (jiiin* cnone*!] to m(*et tin* ease, then 1, for one, do not .see tlie necessity 
of present nn'asun* that before tin' :!onse. ,\n()Tlier coH'iiln1 ional 
(pK'slion wliieli has b*‘en raised in tin* ii 'iisc ioi!;;\- is wiietlnr we are 
bound to liave this leirislafiou so lonir .-is the administration i»f the 
Nativ** Stat«*s does not eomt* np to a ])arti(*ular stamlai’d. My friend, 
Mr. N**ogy, has alr(‘ady read out some sp. cebes of l.ov,] Irwin atnl I will 
read out to Hn* House tin* s])eeeh which Lord Miuto made in tlie rear 
HXm : 

“ Onr policy with rare exceptions is of non-interference in the internal affairs of 
the Native Stjiti's. Put in guaranteeing their internal affairs aiuJ in undertaking their 
pJOleeiion agjtiiist external aggression, it natiiniUy follows that the Imperial Govein- 
mei^t lias assimied ;i certain degree of responsibility on the general soundness of their 
administration and wmihl not consent to incur the reproach of being an indirect Iiistru- 
inent <‘f misruh*. ” 

I would appeal to th** IMlitical Department and to the Horn** 
her before an action is being taken for giving this protection, which may 
a,mount to a passport, whether it is not uecessar.v for the INditical 
Department and the Home Government to find out as to what steps have 
been lak,en by the Native States themselves to bring their administration 
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in a line with the other approvt-J rorins. [ have no <pianv‘l wiih llie form 
of administrati»)n, but, at any rate, it iinist be a good administration. 
A bad administration eaii, iji no sense of the tei'in, la* ealb‘d any adminis¬ 
tration. Whatever the form of ailministration may be, it in\is1 l)e a good 
government. When the Prinees want ])rolection, they have also to 
discharge ceidain obligations to their State and to their State people. 
In this connect ion I would like to read a passage : 

** In the liistoric Pioi'ljiniMtion of Qiioon Vit'tinin, it Vv;is set out that wo ilosiic no 
e-vtonsJoii of tin* ])n*.soiit territorial posHt-saions and will jM*rinit no a^^j^n-Hsion on <inr 

Dominions and the rights . We shall allow no ein'roaehmeiit of others. We shall 

respeet the rights of the rrinees a.« our own and we desire that they, as well as our own 
subjects, sliould (‘n.joy that authority and that sncdal ;idvnne.oinent whitdi can only be 
secured by internal peace and good government.” 

I again eaniestlv bring to tin* notice of the (jovtM'nnieiit that the 
obligations of the I'olitieal I)e])artiii(‘jit. as well as of tlu* l»ritisli (lov- 
oniment, are to see that jyood '‘fomen 1 exists in all these Native 

States. 

The ! louse will find ^iiai j have g-iven notice of an iJinendnieMt that 
the pi‘es*'iji i;ill be circiilai.d .amofjo^ the Pri:ices iti India as 

well a*5 their subject.;. Wl};ji I nv.an to ^ay is this. I liave no means 
of lvn<o\i]]i* how \ , 1 ' il.c id-inccs 'b'-m ‘Ives liave mov<n! in tin* matter 
and have asked I he ]'oliih*;i! ])(*pa!*t im'iit to movt* ilie tJov**rnment of 
India machinery to liavi* a b*gislaTion of this kiml or wiiethci* il is the 
Political Department :1self wdnddi has movt‘d this moti.,]i on its own 
initiative. T ijiiisi udl iliis House that the Princt‘s \)\' il.e* year Itl-'J and 
the ib'-iiices of tiic year 1932 are <piite dilferent. I am not prepared 
to say that the administration of all tin* States is had. 1 am glad to 
find that many Stat(fs aT*(‘ progre.ssivo. Tn many States they have inlro- 
diK'eo' jcTisIfitioii dinl i-“fonns. In many Stales many of the lirllish laws 
are adminisl(*Ted and the crnm-’iit •>, being carried on on ()»-i*grcssive 
line.s. 1 still tbink that if die qin^stioij is referr«-d to tin* ih-inccs and 
they are asked wlietlic?* iliey would bke to liavc this sort of ])rotcclion 
from this Ilonsc, it will b<* making a confession of wcakiic.ss on the part 
of the Princes if they will approach this Govtunment and tliis House 
for a measure of this kind. I still believe that, out of tin* (>00 Prinees, 
I do not think many will come forward and ask for this protective 
measure. 1 am glad to find that, since the Pound Table Gonferenee, 
the Princes and their representatives are coming more and more in close 
contact with the British Government. There is no doubt that the angle 
of vision has considerably changed, although it may not be up to the 
expectations of sonic of us. But 1 do find that they are j)rogressing in 
the right direction. It may take .some time to come up to our standard, 
but that cannot be helped. Ijast time, in 1910, when this measure was 
to he introduced and when the press was abolished, the members of the 
Committee saved the difficulty. At that time, when the Committee met, 
they said they had not sufficient materials from the Princes to say 
whethei- they wanted any protection and that they were extnmiely handi¬ 
capped for want of this information. Another point T hav(* to make is 
that in India th<*re are so many States and there are so many different 
organisations. Many of these as.sociations in the Indian States, for 
various reasons, find it easy and more convenient to have their 
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p^rievaiices vfiitiljitiHl in British India and they will be seriously 
affected by this measure. Therefore, I move this amendment : 

“ Th.'it the Bill hi- fiivulated ainojij'st all tli<i Stun*. Su})j«‘(‘ts’ AsHO<*iiitiyus through 
out India far the purpowa of oliritin^ o])iiiioii llioroon.*' 

I want this Bill to be circnlaled to all States Associations, called 
Prajamandals, and w(* should be in a ])osi1ion to know the views of 
tliese Associations. After havin«r said so much, f do not want to 
detain life House any lonjrcT. We will have fo find fnit the inetins 
when*])y we ean j)av(^ the way for tin* future Federation. Tf the 
Prinees demand, as a condition j)recedcnt to their joininpr the Federation, 
the arrantin<: of more powers to tliem. f tliink it is our duly to examine 
1 h<‘ ease v(‘ry critieally and very carefnlly and w(‘ must try t^* do a thing 
which may m»t stand in the way (d* Fe<bn'ation. I find from tin* re])orts 
of tin* bN'nnd Table Poiiferenee that almosi all tiie British ln<lian dele¬ 
gates |)av(‘ conn* tn the eonehision that Federatioit is the only form of 
(lovernmenl lljat India should have and that it is only lln‘ ln)pe of getting 
a Federation tliat still keeps all lie* delegates t-jgefl^er. T find From the 
j>roce(‘dings of tin* I'edenil Strn<d!ire rommittee tlie following : 

‘‘ A furthrr «'‘x;onin;ition (»f the pr(»}>h*m h;js roiilirmrd tl»i*iu in Um* ln-iii-i’ tliat hy 
nn otl'i-r line (O' tlevelo|iinriit ean ilii- iil«-al in vie\v he fully realisifd. For I his j'!ir(M.se it 
is es'4enti:'l fh.M ‘he ‘ In<lia ’ of the future should iiu-lude. ulong with Brltisli India, 
that ‘ hehau lie’ia ' nhlefi, if fhiruia is -x-duded, eiijhraees U'-arly lialf of the area 
and nearly -ei'* tourth of the jiojuilation of the country—an area atnl po]inl!ition, aiore- 
over, vJiieh are not self-contained ami apart geograjdiica lly oi ra»’5ally, hut ar» part 
and patc'd (,f tla- e<.tintry’s fahrie ; *’ 

Tn tlie Brilisli Indian fabric v.n* have to make nsc of tin* Indian 
State-,. My I Ionf-uraldi‘ friend Mr. Joshi. has given ont that that 
partieidar fahrie may not ftw the time be efjunl to the fabrie wliieli we 
have in our adininistratioti. But, in (‘onrse of time, this ciairse fabric 

may be improved jind nniy ]»e made to fli in with the Briti^^h Indian 

administralioii. We have to know as regards tliis ineasnrt* whether the 
initiative lias eoine from all tlie Priuet‘s or from a ft‘W of the Prinees 
or wlietluT the initiative has been taken liy the TN>litie:il Dt'partment to 
fortify thf'iiiselves in tlie now Constitution or Avliether the Home Member 
has taktMi tin* initiative for strength(*ning the new ('<nistiliition. What¬ 
ever they may he, 1 shonld like to put in a word to the Prinees, that all 
these artificial protections will avail nothing to them. The real protec¬ 
tion for tln*in is tlie progre.ss that they will make in l]n*ir own States. 

The content merit of their suh.ieets and the conceding of more and more 
powers to their subjects would he the real ]n*otection for them and. after 
all, these artificial protections will prove fruitless. Sir, as T have said, 
I strongly recommend that the measure should be circnlaled amongst 
the Princes as well as amongst the Indian States subjects whose views 
will be available to us and. after getting the views from those bodies 
and from those Princes, we will be in a better position to see what sort 
of protection is necessary. After all, even taking the newspapers, some 
of them might be exploiting tJie Prinees for their own ends. They might 
be utilising the Prine(*s for some ulterior object. There may be cases 
like tliat and, in that ca-se, it may be necessary to have some measure of 
protection to the IVinces. Tf tlie House is satisfied that some measure 
of protection is necessary, ihe House will willingly do s(v But, before 
we do that, we must havi* some material to go upon and to g-ive liLS 
satisfaction. Sir, 1 move. 
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Mr. Chairman (Sir \l) liiIla-al-MiiiniiTi Suhrawardy) : Amendment 
moved : 

“ Tlirit tilt* Bill lu* fin*ul:ittHl ;».inoiij;.sl all the .Stati* SubjoetH’ Assot'iatioiis through 
oal India for tht* jnirpost* of t‘lifiti?ig opinion thereon.” 


Mr. Muhammad Anwar-nl-Azim (Chitta^^onp Division ; Muluim- 
madaii Hiiral) : Mr. (■liairman, J am exireiiudy ^ratol'id 1o you for this 
opportiiiiitj’ ail’orded to me to speak on this important measure. ! slioiiltl, 
at the very outset, like to reserve to myseU' my eonsidered opinion 
whether it is desirable at this staire of tb<* advau('(‘meMt td' India iliat 
we slioiild have Federation with the Indian Piinees. I should iirst 
start Avith the subjeet matter t>f tliis Bill. It seems, Mr. (Iiairman, iliat 
the previous speaktu’s have overlo(»ke<l alloji:eth(*r tin* purport <»!' this 
small Bill of sev(‘ii clauses whieh has b(M‘n broinrlit iij). 1 do not say 
for one moment tliat measures <d‘ this kind adumbriitod hon* in th<‘se 
clauses are normally necessary arnl 1 am eortain and 1 am eoiniiM'ed in 
my belief that perhaps the (lovemnn'rii of India had materials at their 
disposal to come forAvard befor<* this Asseitibly with a mt-a^ur** for the 
protection of the priiK'ely onler. It is eertainlA' true timl the Indian 
States, just like the seeds in a eake. are sea1ter(‘d it* almost all the 
centres of this bifif continent. T think it is only fair that p(‘opIe. livini^ 
beyond their jurisdiction, should not take upon tluunselves the liberty 
of sayincr hoAv best these Princes slionbl administ(‘r llieir Stat(‘s. After 
all, as T have said at the very beixinninfr, 1 should not lik(‘ to ^o into 
that complicated sul)ject of Federation. But it se(‘ms to ni(‘. pt'rsonally 
speakin^^ that perhaps th(‘re is a "real force in Avhat the ])revi()U8 
speakers said, namely, that yon keep a Aery UJiti(l\’ and eari'less sort 
of administration, in belAveen. this hi" continent, and perliaps tin* eon- 
ta|?if)n from tliat side ma.v catch fir(‘ hen* in the P>]’itish territory also. 
I thifik there is a "real ff»rce in tlial conicniion rd’ my Honourable friends. 
But, so far as 1 a^n coiiec'rned 1i<‘re todaA', 1 have licard ri’oin ili<‘ Honour¬ 
able tin* Home Momb(‘r thai 1b*- sole pur]Hirt of tliis Dill io amend 
eortain sections of the Indian Domd Codf* and llicridiy to empower 
distriel offie<*rs to pr<'\('nl jnU/fts eriteiin" into the Indiati Stales with 
a vieAV to ereatitj" Iroubb 1be»*e. My is this. If you eotdirnn* to 

start jnihns and if you an* not o-oiiur to slop tbes,* inroads into Ibe 
Tudian Stale territories, I am certain, every one will admit llmt the 
eondilion of India Avill be reduced to that of Biissia oi*. for the matter 
of that, the coudilioii of the lenitoim's beyond the Fron!i(*r is suj-e lo 
be i:c|>eated here in this country. Mr. Phairman. the previous speakers 
have of course takou side issues and have not faced the Bill. They liave 
put this question to the Hovernmeni of India Avhetlier as a. responsible 
orffanisation in this country it is riurlit for tb(*m as a (lovernment to 
ofTer this protection to a class of people Avho, in the words of Mr. Neojry, 
are in various stages of development. As F said at the bcfrinninpr, 1 do 
not like to <?o into matters of that description. My idea is this. I think 
things are only takinp- sliape just now and if tlie.so things ar(^ over-thrcK,hed 
here on the floor of the Assembly, perhaps our ideals in certain directions 
may not be realised. Thai is why T say that I sliould not like to fjjo 
deeper into that aspect of tin* ea.se. Tu this f*oimf‘elion, Mr. .Io.ir has 
pertinently put one question Avhelhcr the (lovernmeii.t of India, as a 
responsible organisation, are not free to tell this iVssembly that they had 
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this representation from the “ Narendra Maridal which is the organisa¬ 
tion of the lh*inces ; for, 1 am certain, that unless they had received 
if, they would not havo eonio I'orwai-d wifli this })icce of h'gislation. 
Thore is certainly great force also in the view wlnni Ihe «iovernment of 
India have got authority over these Princes, they, as a suzerain power, 
should have first trierl to make tlnun come up to a certain level of 
civilisation in matters of up-to-date governance, so to sj>eak. if they 
could bring their administration even to the level of the District lioards 
and Munici])alities of India and olTered some semblance of self- 
government, |)erha})s (joverninent would not have foujid so much 
criticism over this measure. But T think tliere is. really speaking, a 
great force iii that eontention of my friemls. As thi^ Government of 
India liave slart(‘d to take tliis jiarenial interest in tiie affairs of the 
Indian States, 1 tliiid^. il‘ I had any say in the matter, by way of advice, 

1 have told the Princely order to so adjust and arrange.tlicir 

houses that IIhu-i* may not In* any eiitieism whatsoever in tin* way of 
allowing them t<i come into the Fe(h‘ration. 

Sir. 1 <lo not think it is at all neees.sary lor me to refdy serintim 
to what has fallen from my friends. M<‘ssrs. Das. Xt‘oi>y, Kaiiga Iyer 
and doshi. I am sure, tiicy are efititJed ia Ihvir own ojiiFiifois. hut I 
think if tliey had |)lae<‘d thcms(‘lve.s in tin* pFisition of tile (lovcrnnient 
of India and had experience* of fin* last three years as to tiie events at 
Alwar, Kashmir ami other Stat«‘s. Tln*y would tiot liave i)een so very 
critical about tin* actions of Government. If i could trivi* any advici* to 
my fi’iciids on my rliilit, I woiiUl tell them that they woulil Inive utilised 
tlieii iiiliocm-e and e\pt*rien(*(' much ))elli*r if th(*y had irled t»» slop 
these troubles geMitur int(» the Indian States. 1 am L>‘rt*atlv (*<»nvinet'd 
that perhaps the frouliles of tiu* last two <ir iJiret* yt*ars liave liceii I'espnii- 
sible for liritiging in thi.s Bill. Tliis is a small pr«‘lectiv(* mi'asure and 
the maximum t)uuishmcn1 prcscrilx*,! b.»vc is mouths, aiul of course 
the iiitlicl ion of that punishment is In the hainls nf Iniiian inagist rates 
who are all brotiu'rs and rel.ations of niy fri<‘iujs to niy right. 

Mr, Neogy. at the beginning of his speech, maile one very iinporlant 
^ p point that any statement about the working of the 

Indian States might bring one within the mischief of 
this law. But I may humbly tell him that there are safeguards here, 
and why should he not trust his kinsmen and his friends and relations 
who are the judiciary in this country ? They are not foreigners ; as a 
matter of fact, there is so much Indianisation from the Ilindukush to 
Assam that I do not think anybody need be afraid on that score. It is 
not such a terribly bad measure that it should evoke so much opposition 
from my friends on my right. 

Mr. Chairman, mention has been made of previous Viceroys’ after- 
dinner talks or talks of that kind at times. Viceroys, of course, make 
statements on their own responsibility, but here W’e are only concerned 
with the facts contained in this piece of legislation. If any Viceroy gave 
any assurance about the Indian States, he must have given it on his own 
responsibility ; and, it may bo. that, because those desires or instructions 
of previous Viceroys have not been consummated, that has actuated the 
present Government of India to bring forward this measure. My 
esteemed friend, Mr. Joslii, .said that this was one otlier item of protec¬ 
tion which Government were introducing for their own advantage. I 
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do not know ]io\v far ho is ri<rhl or wi'oni/, hnt lu'i't the (lovormneiit of 
India, as a rospon^ihlo body, liavc ‘rof a didy to liisoliarfjro and, it* thoy 
have broiijxid in this oT lojj:islatio»i, I am sure. llu*y luivo not 

broii'xlit it loo early. With these few words, I snp|)('rt th<* principle 
that it be rei‘err('d to iho Seleel Committee. 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir : Sir, i do not i)ro]K)se. when I rise to address 
tliis liotionra]»le Hoiim' on tins Hill, to s!irv(*y tlie \vh(»h' eonstitntional 
]>(».sili(Mi as ii I'aeos os ttiday. as I d(‘ luei think it ;idNisa))le to foJlow my 
llononr.ibie rri(‘nd, Mr. Xeo«j:y. in whaf I eonsi<ler a really elever speeeli, 
but whirl) may not have been <]nite j‘eJevanl in some parts althougli, on the 
wlx'ie. mo.st ]ntei*(*sti?iir. I pro])o.se to eontini' mysell' (*ntirely To the iJill 
that is before us. 

Mr. K. C. Neogy : Why did not tin' Ilononrahle Memi»er lake tlie 
same exeeption to tiie Ilonmirable the Home .Memf)er*s speeeh. beeaiise itl 
was he who first referred to ilie eonstitntional as])eet and went into details 
with regard to the Federation V 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir : I regret that I have forgotten tlo* Home 
]\Iember's s])eee}i. I will first refer to elanse 3 of iJiis Bill wiiieh will 
amend seetion 121A of the Indian IVnal Code. Personally, I n'aJly do 
not see any .strong ohjeetion to that amendment, six'ciall}' when one eomes 
to consider seetion ]2o of the Code. Section 125 of the Code giv(‘s the 
same jjroteetion to an Asiafit' power in alliance or at peace with tlie Queen. 
Well, I do Jiot see why an Indian State shcmld not Uv i)laee(l on tlu' same 
level with an Asiati(‘ State in alliance and i>(‘a(‘(* with the Queen ; and, 
so far as I can undersTand tliis amendment, it goes no fnrtht'r than ]>laeing 
an Jnriian State in the same position as an Oriental State. 

Mr. K. C. Neogy : Not at all : if I may interrutd the Honourable 
Memlx'r, be will realis(* that the y)r()pose(l amendment Ls not to seetion PJo, 
but t(i s(‘(*tion 121 A, w}ii(*li places tin* Killers of States exaerly in the same 
position as His Majesty the King-Kni|)eror. 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir : No : 1 do not agree with tin* Hf'uourable 
^Member. Thai is nut the position. Tlie position is this : that in 121A 
tlie words are : 

'‘Whoever —(lUfaninp anif Jlriiush Jndnm subject )—within or without IJritinh 
JiuTi.'j ('oiisj)ires to eomiiiit unv «>f the oflViu'es juiuishiihle uieier Hcetioii llil or to (leprivt' 
the Queen of the sovereignty of British ]n<li;j or of aiiv part thereof or eorispires to 
oVl;l■a^^e bv niean.s of eriniinal force or a show of eriiniiial force the tioverniiient of 
India or any local government ” 

and here is lljc insertion—“ or the administration of any State in India 
There fore, it ]>lace.s an Indian State in the same position as section 125 
])ltu*cs an oriental State in alliance or peace with Her Majesty the Queen. 
That is my reading of the amendment. I may be wrong. 

Mr. K. C. Neogy : Yon arc. 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : In view of the assertion of my 
Honourable friend, Mr, Neogy, I would point out that he does not seem 
to liave read the section wliicii is being amended, when he says that in 
effect this puts the admiiii.stration of an Indian State in exactly the same 
po.sition as His Majesty the King. It is not so. Section 121A says : 

Whoever, within or without Brilish Tnilia, conspires to commit any of the olTcnres 
piinishfilile by section 121— very serious offences agais^si the Crown —or to deprive the 
Queen of the sovereignty of British India.’’ 
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Nono of that appJios to Indian States. The only effect of this amendment 
of section 121A is to ])rohi})it a conspiracy to overawe by means of 
criminal force or the show of criminal force thf administration of a Slate 
in India. 

Mr. K. C. Neogy : My ladnl was that the whole of section 121.A was 
a ])araphrase of a provision of the Treason Felony Act, which was an 
ancillary ])rovision to the ]»rovision rcprardinir treason. 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : My point is that lliis ainendm^'nt 
afreets only a poilimi of section 121 A, and not the wliole of it. 

Mr. K. C. Neogy : lint that portion, apain, is jiai’t of the Treason 
Felony Act. 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir : That is my humble opinion, whether I be ri»rht 
or v lierher 1 be wron^r. I>iit wlien we come to clause 4 or th.* Hill. J must 
slato that 1 betrin 1?) <ret rather d<»nbtfnl. We cannot com]>are liritish India 
with an Indian State. Wv are proud to be abh* to say that in Hrilish 
India w<‘ do not hear of sonn^ of the seandals that we do hear of in Indian 
States. 

I At this stage, Mr. 1‘resident (The Ilononrahle Sir SJianmukliain 
(.’hetty) r(‘siimed the Chair. | 

I ])eIi(‘V(‘ the Foreign Secretary cannot contradict me nor can the 
Ilom(‘ *Memher. It is a fac't and. on the door of this House, we have got 
to face facts. It is no ust* hiding them and closing our eyes to the facts. 
Things do oe(Mii‘ in Indian States which cannot possibly occur in British 
India ; and vrhen you come to amend the .Press Act and to j)Ut an Indian 
Stab' exactly on the same h‘V(*l as British India, yon may be going a little 
hit further than you intended to go. I will tiy and explain what I mean. 
You are inserting in the Indian Press Act the following words : 

to brinjr into hatred or eontompt or to excite disaffeetioii towards the Administration 
estatdislied in a State in Iiulia. ” 

W(* l;n(»w what the ('ourts have held about the words “ which would e.xeite 
(lisafTeid ion Now, ther(‘ an* cases in the Admini.straTion of Indian 
Stales, the facts of which, if related correctly on the strongest of evidence, 
would la* held by Fourts to excite disaffection. Is it int(*nded that, by tlii^ 
Act, no one in tin* ]>ress in India can expose the ill-treatment of an Indian 
British eitizen in an Indian State (u* even of the citizen of an Indian 
Slate ? If you relate facts, I eont(*nd you are bound to excite disaffection. 
You cannot hel]) it. Your safeguards do not go far enough. The E.rpla- 
valions to that .section do not go far enough. Take Kjrplatiatiun 2 : 

** (’oniiiieiits expressing disapprobation of the ineasiireg of the Ooveriiinent with a 
view to (d>taiii their alteration I'v lawful means, without exciting or attempting to 
e.\cite haired, contempt or disaffection, shall not be demeed to be of the nature described 
in danse (d) of this sub-section.” 

In British India this is a protection. Would it be a protection in 
connection with an India.u State ? 1 contend with pride that few acts of 

the (Jovernmenr of India in liuIia. if related eorn‘etly, could he held to 
e\eib‘ disaff«*etion ; hut I am not so sure that acts of some of the Indian 
Sta1(*s, correctly related in an Indian |)apcr in India, would not create dis- 
aff('(rtion against those Stales. Therefore, your Explanation 2 does not 
protect the press with n*gard to Indian Stntes, while it might protect them 
with regard to British India. I think I have made my point fairly clear. 
I do not want to make it clearer. I could, but I may be guilty of an offence. 
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Mr. Pre«iiloiil, 1 would again draw the attention ot* the Covermuent 
I*(^neh<'s that it is |)aying no eoinplimeiit to themselves when they place 
l;rili.>li India and Indian States on the same IcnT*!, and they cannot amend 
an Act wliich applies to British India, so as to make it applicable to Indian 
States. The circumstances arc so ditrereiit. There are Indian States and 
Indian States. 

# 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : The ITonourable Member must 
remember that exactly the same fU’ovi.sions applied from 1910 to 1922 both 
to British India and in Indian States. 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir ; You may have made mistakes in the past, but 
as we have been told, much water has flowed under the bridge since then, 
and much watVr will tlow under the bridge before we get Fed(‘ration. By 
that time cij-cnmstaiices may change considerably, -they have alrearly 
changed to such an extent that you cannot amend these Acts in this way 
to suit the circumstances jirevailitig in British India and in Indian St'at(*s. 
Sir, 1 am a strong advot'ati' of F(‘deralioJi, ami I !iav(‘ openly, both on the 
floor of this House and in other plaees, candidly and willingly acknow 
ledgc'd tlie assistaiici* given to the Indian delegation at the iiound Table 
(\mrerence by the Indian IViiiees and by their rei>reseiitatives. and I 
^^onUi b(‘ the last t(» go out of my way, wliethcr it be on th(‘ floor of this 
TIousi or <‘ls(*wl](n’(‘, to ex})osc what must be aflniittt*d to be maladminisira 
tion in soine of tljcs(* Indian States. No one knows bett(*r than the ilononi’- 
ablc Alembers, siuing on tlie opposite Benelies. of lids maladministration, 
and it is jio use,- 1 rcjjeat,—closing tlicir own <*yes or asking us to close 
onc’^. 'riiat is not going to help Federation. Therefore, Sir, 1 am dis¬ 
tinctly doubt fid about the annuidments ])}*opos(‘d in elaus(* 3. I Ixdit'xe 
that it may be doing,— I don’t say it will la*. J am not sure, -1 want 
fuvilier r»piiiions, I want further light tlirown on this (piestion,—I say it 
may be doing an injustice to the ]>ress, and it may be doing a gn*ater 
injustice to the Indian States to proA^ent ex})osiire. After all, it. is (*riti(‘ism, 
it is cx])osnre, that opens the eyes of both Itidian States and (Tovemnient. 
If there was no eritieism, if there was no exj) 0 sure, there would be no 
remedies to this raaladmini.straf ion either on the part of the Indian Brinet^s 
themselves or of the Indian Government, and, therefore, to protect the 
Indian Princes to the extent that it might be illegal to publish facts and 
figurefs which may not be creditable to the Indian States, would be going 
too far. Sir, under those circumstances, my Party have decided to suj)port 
the amendment for circulation. We would like to have more light thrown 
on this Bill in the intereata of all parties, and we earnestly desire Uiat 
there should be tio hush hUSh policy adopted with regard to Indian States. 
Sir, I am not going further into theae clauses, because, if this Bill goes for 
circulation, we shall have a considerable, amount of material before us to 
bo able to judge how far these amendments go. T might, in passing, say 
that clause 5 of the Bill seems to be a protection given to Indian States 
which they may legitimately claim. T think there would be a justifiable 
grievance if, in British India, the Government allow organi/atioas or asso¬ 
ciations lo combine together to mareh into an Indian State with the deli¬ 
berate intention of defying law and order in that State. T was surprised 
to know that that was impossible today, but evidently it is j)ossible if 
Government find it in*cessary to bring in legislation to prevent it. I was 
rather surprised. 
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The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : We had to have an Ordinance. 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir : Under those circumstances, I would be quite 
prepared to accept an Ordinance. I think any Indian State would have a 
lepritiinal'e ‘rrievance agfainst British India, and. therefore, in i)assing, I say 
that 1 do think that clause 5 is justifiable, liut, on the whole, we have 
d(H*idi‘d,—I would repeat,—to support the amendment for circulation, and 
to save tiiiK', 1 may ap])eal to Government to accept that amendment. We 
arc all out to save time, and, if Government are half inclined now, ^vell, 
it will be just as well to make up their mind immediately and close the 
d(‘l)ate, for if Government agree to accept the amendment for circulation, 
this side of the House will be prej)ared to allow the debate to be closed 
{Several Honourable Members from ihc Nationalist Benches : “ Yes, 
ye.s.and we can go on with the next business. 

1 have nothing further to say, Mr. President. I think Government 
will 1)(* w(‘l] advised to accept this amendment to allow the Bill to go for 
circulation. 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : I am afraid. Sir, I cannot on the 
sjuir (»f th(‘ moment give an aii.swer to my Honourable friend opposite, 
Ix'caiisc, though w<* liave not. the slightest objection.—in fact we are anxious 
that this Bill should he thoroughly discussed and considered,—we are 
e(|u.illy anxious that there should be nothing to prevent our taking it up 
elTecMlvch at tin* beginning of January. Now. Sir. I am not sure which the 
aijn*ndm(*nt i.s that my friend is sup])Orting. 1 think it is an amendment 
for ihe cin'ulation of the Bill by the beginning of January, but even that 
would nieim that, at tlie beginning of the January Session, we should have 
to M’suiin* this debate on the question of setting up a Select (’ommittee. 
That miiiht take several days. Then tin* Select (Committee will have 
sit. a mat tor of s(»nn* diflieulty during that Session, and by that time we 
slioiiid hf ill the budg<‘t di.scussions. Then*fon‘. 1 am afraid 1 must ask 
iiiy Ibmourabh* friend to allow tlie Government to consider his suggestion 
and not give an answer till tomorrow. 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir* : There is no desperate hurry in getting this 
I‘ill through as long as the Honourable ^lember has the as.surance that 
thi^ House is ])repared to consider the Bill carefully. What is the d^spe- 
rale hurry ? He has done without this Bill so long and he can go on 
without this Bill for a few months more. 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : It is not a question of doing with¬ 
out the Bill for a few' months. If we fail to pass it in the January 
Se.ssion, we should not be able to proceed w'it'h it until this time next year, 
and tliat Government are not prepared to do. 

Captain Sher Muhammad Khan Gkikhar (Nominated Non-Otlicial) : 
As a resident of a neighbouring district of the important State of Kashmir 
which w'as recently the victim of a calamitous misfortune, and as an eye¬ 
witness to the dire and dreadful consequences of the recent disturbances 
vithin and outside the territories of the Kashmir State, I rise to make a 
ff^w observations on the Bill under discussion. 

Sir, there cannot be the slightest shred of doubt that the present 
Bill wdll provoke considerable irresponsible criticism from a certain 
dubious section of public opinion in India. Indeed, it has already generat¬ 
ed in this House a great deal of unnecessarj" heat and temper. My Honour¬ 
able friend, Mr. Neogy, in his brilliant speech, spent a lot of Hme in draw- 
L256LAD D 
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ing a picture of the Government Benches. The thing in which I do not 
agree with him is his description that the Army Secretary will be sitting 
in the Simla A. D. C. My Honourable friend, Mr. Joshi, said that he was 
loyal and, at the same time, lie said that the British Government w^ere an 
unw'anted guest. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : I never said that. What I said was that the 
British Government should not remain here as unwanted guest with the 
support of the autocratic and reactionary forces. They can stay here with 
our support. 

Captain Sher Muhammadan Khan Gakhar : 1 am sorry I have mis¬ 
understood the Honourable Member. As 1 said, it lias already generated 
in this House a great deal of unnecessary heat and tt'mper. With due 
deference to my Honourable friends, 1 wnuld contend that all these 
criticisms are entirely uiiw'arranted and unjustified. 

Sir, there appears to be a large element of truth in the well known 
statement that human memory is very short, at least some of my 
Honourable friends would aiipear to substantiate the truth of the same. 
But, as His Excellency the Viceroy rightly pointed out in his recent 
address, the Indian States are entitled to claim that efiVctive measures 
should be adopted by the British Indian G()vemment against the serious 
and sinister agitation which is now being carried on in British India by 
interested persons. Sir, we cannot forget the important fact that ♦he 
Indian States have as a body stood by British India in all times of stress 
and storm ; wt cannot ignore the long chapter in the annals of our country 
which deals with the struggles of the Indiaji States on behalf of Britisli 
India. We cannot legitimately brush aside the contributions wdiieh the 
Indian States have made to the cultural and political development of India 
as a whole. Indeed, those who participated in the deliberations of the 
first Round Table (Vmference wdll remember that the eoiLstitutional n’forni'-' 
envisaged in the White Paper proposals would not have been wdthin the 
range of practical politics if the Winces as a body had not decided to 
throw’ in their lot wdth us. I w^onld, therefore, make bold to say that 
responsibility at the CVntre, for which British India is clamouring today, 
w’onld have been a chimera, an unachieved and unachievable id(‘al, an 
empty and fruitless dream, ])Ut for the reatly response and eo-ojieration 
on the part of the Indian States. Is it not then our bounden duty 1o 
rendfT every assistance to the States which are today being menaced and 
threatened by malicious agitation outside their territories where the arms of 
their law^ cannot reach the offenders ? Is it not then our duty to rcKiipro- 
cate the feeling which the Princes have always evinced with regard to flic 
w'elfare and progress of British India ? If w’e seriously think wdiat is 
the object of this Bill, as the Honourable the Home Member has stated 
in his speech, its object is to prevent unconstitutional agiUtion or mis¬ 
chievous propaganda against the States. T have no doubt whatever that all 
reason.ible and fair-minded Members of this House will agree wdth me that 
we would be failing in our duty if we did not appreciate the difficulties 
which the Indian States were experiencing today, and did not come to 
their rescue by adopting such effective measures, as have been incorporated 
in the present Bill, against the serious agitation in British India which 
has become a menace to the well ordered progress and development of the 
States. In this connection, I trust my friends on the opposite Benches 
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will not fail to remember that we do not live in hermetically sealed com¬ 
partments, and that disorder and disturbances within the territories of the 
Indian Slates must necessarily transcend the frontiers and affect the 
masses in British India. 

Sir, 1 have no hif?h pretensions ; I am only a mere soldier. I would, 
therefore, leave the first four sections of the present Bill to the brilliant 
lej^al luminaries on the opposite Benches and confine my observations to ilie 
last three sections. Sir, those amongst us who have had the sad experi(‘iic(? 
of llie last disturbances in Kashmir and other jiarts of India, those amongst 
us who have se(*n the misery and hardshijis which these disturbances had 
brought in their train, those amongst us who have seen men, women and 
children wil.hout any food and slndter, suffering from terrible hunger and 
privation, will undoubtedly Imid their fullest su]>port to thes^* ^irovisions 
of the Bill. I remember the day when about 2,000 jitTsons crossed the 
Jhelum river and poured into the town of Jhelum from the Mir pur district 
of Kashmir, suffering from stan'ation and other hardships whicli the 
disliirbanees in Kashmir had inflicted on them. 

Now, Sir, 1 am sure all these unfortunate disturbances, all this misery 
and sulft'ring, all these hardships and privations could have been easily 
averted if a nu‘asnre of the character of the present Bill had been plaeod 
on the Statute-book. 

For these reasons I supi)ort the motion that the Bill be referred to 
a Select Committee. 

Mr, President (The Honourable Sir Shauinukham Chetly) ; Order, 
rtrdt*r. Honourable Memhers have been at some difficulty as to the 
exact s(M»pe of clause 2 of the Bill, and the Chair undertook to give a 
ruling, if jinssihle, before tin* ‘luestion was actually put to the vote. 
The Chair has now eareftdly considered the point and it has to give 
the following ruling. 

The point of order that has been raised is, whether clause 3 of the 
Bill is ultra nina of this Legislature. This doubt arose by reason of 
tin* facts that it was .supposed that the new offence committed by a 
subject of an Indian State within the territory of an Indian State was 
souglit. to he made punishable under the Indian Penal Code. If this 
is the effect of clause 3, it would certainly be ultra vins of this Legis- 
latun*, for this Jjogislature has no power to punish offences committed 
by non-British Indian subjects outside the territory of British India. 
To decide whether claust* 3 is vltrn virvs or infra vires from this point 
of vi(‘w, reference wHl have to be made to various sections of the 
Indian P('Tial Code. Clause 3 of the Bill seeks to create a new offence, 
under the Indian Penal Code, the new offence being conspiracy against 
the administration of any State in India. Beyond creating this new 
offence, the clause does not widen either the personal or the territorial 
jurisdiction as defined in the Indian Penal Code. For determining the 
personal and territorial jurisdiction coming within the jurisdiction of 
British Indian Courts, reference must be made to sections 2 and 4 of 
the Indian Penal Code. Section 2 deals with the intra-territorial 
operation of the Code. It makes the Code universal in its application 
to, all parts of British India. In other words, an offence committed 
within British India by any person of whatever nationality, rank, 
caste or creed, becomes punishable under the Code. This territorial 
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jurisdiction is covered by section 65 of the Government of India Act. 
Section 4 of the Indian Penal Code provides for extra-territorial offences, 
that is to say, offences coiinnitted outside British India. By virtue of 
this section 4, an offence committed outside British India by any 
Indian subject of llis Majesty is punishable under the Code. The 
section also makes punishable an offence committed by any other 
British subject within the territories of any Indian Prince or (Miief 
in India and offences committed by any servant of the Queen, whet her 
a British subject or not, within the territories of any Indian Prince or 
Chief in India. All these provisions are infra t'irrs of this Ijt*«rislature 
by virtue of the provisions of section 65 of the Government of India 
Act. Since clause 3 of the Bill confines its operation, both personal 
and territorial, to the above eases provided by the Indian Penal Code, 
and since those cases are within the competence and jurisdiction of 
this Le^i.slature, the Chair holds that clause 3 is not ultra rircs of this 
Leprislature. 

The Chair would, however, draw the attention of the House to one 
other aspect of the matter. In the course of a reply to the questions 
asked by the Honourable Member, Mr. Mody, and the Chair, the 
Honourable the Home Member said that it was the intention of the 
Bill to punish the eommittinpr of the new offence only if it was com¬ 
mitted within British India. The whole scheme of the Indian Penal 
Code makes all offences under the Codo punishable if they are com¬ 
mitted by Indian subjects of His Majesty in any part of the world and 
not necessarily within the territory" of British India alone. MTliether 
the restriction of the new punishment for this new offence will create 
an anomaly or confusion or anv h‘eral difficulty, it is for the lejral 
advisers of the Government of India to decide. It is for the Seb*ct 
Committee and for the Government to examine this position further 
and to see how this can be rectified. So far as the infra virra character 
<»f clause 3 is concerned, the Chair has held that this clause is in order. 

Sirdar Harbans Singh Brar : This Bill has been brought before 
the House for the purpose of protectincr the Indian States from dis¬ 
affection and otherwise. This function of protectinpr the Indian States 
's primarily the concern of the paramount power and this Leprislature 
as such has no connection with Indian States and their affairs. We, as 
a British Indian Leprislature, can neither ask questions nor pass laws 
about them. So, the paramount power has in this matter asked us to 
share the responsibility of paramountcy by protecting the States from 
aggression from outside, but it has not asked us to share the res¬ 
ponsibility in the other matter of protecting the subjects of Indian 
States also from oppression in those States. If the paramountcy wants 
British Indian elected representatives to share the burden of responsi¬ 
bility for the protection of Indian States from the Press and other¬ 
wise in British India, it must also ask us to share in the other matter. 
They cannot ask us to share only in the evil and not in the good. We 
must also be asked to share what little good we can do for the subjects 
residing in the Indian States. But, no. They say that the Indian 
States view is that all thine is mine and all mine is, of course, mine 
and that we will stick to that principle. They sav : You have 
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nothing 1o do witli Lho iiiteniaJ aliairs of the States. The reponsibility 
of proleeliiig tlie siif)j»!('is living in thoso State‘s must rest with para- 
mountev l‘o]- L\ej-. i do not consider Lhal tlnil is a very chai’i^abie 
and geneious Ireatnun; towards ns. We will lx; blamed by all sides 
in Jiritisli India as well as in linijiiu States that, as the repr(‘sentatives 
of llie siibjeels and not-oi iiie (io\ernnicnt, it is our duty to look 
towards the heiielit of the snhji^e;.-. all round and not only to join wdth 
tlie (ioverninent wiicn tiie question of tirolecliiig the Indian Stales is 
concininxl. Tin* (lovernnients of International States have been 
criticised in odn*!’ paris (d‘ the \\«irld and an asylum has been provided 
\{} jiolitii'al olTenders aiid agi:atois in dilTereiit parts of the world and, 
if they elaini to enjoy inlernational sovc*reigiity and thus be on a par 
in the inlei’iiati<»nai world as in*t*ru«t-lonal iMitities, why do they not 
allow i>rilisli India tiiai riii-bi of asylum wliieli the I'nited States pro- 
’ ided for tin* hosli agitator, \\ biedi England provided for tile Italian 
; gitator aiul all the Enro|‘.ean countries have provided for the White 
Knssian agaiiru liie Ked Ifussian ai the present day. Have not the 
dews eai‘ri»‘d Oh an int'-ii.sive jseatatioii against tin* Hitler (iovernment 
in diii'ei’ent pai'K (d' dit- woihi ai:*.. sinilariy. wli\ not allow the subjects 
of Indian Maira lo • :\i\\ on in the pr<*^s i}n*ir h‘.gitimato grievances. 
.\s has 1 m 1 li pointfd «mi by Sir (’owa^ii dehangir ainl oth(*rs. even 
tin* mention of ihc ordinary faeis of administration of these States will 
be eovei’ed as an o)'i«‘in*»‘ b\ t!'«* provisions of this Bill. I do not think 
tin* (jin‘slinii I*'* tin* Staios ctuiiinL’' lnl“ ’In* Ft*deration justifies this 
roiirsn of ai'tio:;. Ii ••aiijiot H.' ileiii‘t{ that gi’it‘Vanees t*\ist in most 
of the State^, Tln i-o are a e Mui many Stales whii'h can be honourable 
e\(*eptioiis and i*. iia\ o 'joi \ fi*y g4*od (rovernnn-nls prevailing in 

th'ir 1 1 ’•|•i^ o! ie^, bin lhal eannoi Im* >aid of all tln^ Stat(*s. The Honn* 
Mendter lias ta!<en up tin* Ijm* tliat lln‘ ])aran'ount power could be 
memoriali‘'e«i I»y i!ie Mibirri'. of the States to rt*drt‘ss their grievances 
ihi'oiigli lilt g.Mid n\y>r,‘- t f t!'** political Department ov otherwise. Am 
I in»i eii<ii!»‘d to a‘l\ tin* Polili.-al Secretary or the Il()nourai‘le the Home 
.Memhej* ii; how manx <*as»> :lii*«s.* memo!-i;d^ weia* taken notice of and 
a<‘tioii of a t’edeps-iin. ••aMire taken by the I’olitieal Department on 
iiiemoi-iaK alone ! ]*]\(*n tlie motln*r doi's not give milk to the cJiild 

without W’l'eping. t,t»r (bus the fat her part with his power dui’ing his 
life time even to li:- ow r blood, lii-^ son-.. S.». mere nn*morials sent by 
])ost (*aimot be said to liave any riVert -'n the administration, .1 moan. 
Bn* Paraiiionnt !‘'-wer to take aeiio?t fi*r the redress of the grievauce.s 
of the lndi*»n St.ai**^. !, t’n*n foia*. think that tin* provisions of this 

r»ill are ratlier too x\ Ide. They do not alloAv even the legitimate 
mention of the ordin.-u-y faots of administration in the Indian States as 
!i;js heen meiitioin'd by the pn*vinns spi*akers. Before 1 proceed 
further. beean*^t* T max lake a good bit of time, I would like to make a 
suggestion to the Honourable tin* Honn* M(*mber. ..... 

Mr. President P^dn* Honourable Sir Slnmniiikham Chetty't : How 
long will tbe I Tonoii I’M b!(* l\Tember lake ? 

Sirdar Harbans Singh Brar : 1 want to make a suggestion about 
the eonsidei’afion of Sir Dowasji Jehangir^s suggestion. T want yon. 
^^ir, to iiermit nn* to sfieak for a minute only and then T will sit down. 
Before T proee(*d r(*gardinff oilier matters, T would like to make an 
ap])eal regarding Sir Cowasji J(»liangir’s suggestion to the Home 
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[fcJij-ilar llarbans JSingh Brar.j 

>Mi*mlnT. If the Home Member Jiinls it dillHeiilt to aeee])t tlie motion 
ior eirenlatioJi, lie nmy agree to eirenlate it eitlun* liy executive order 
or otherwise. 1 Ihiidv ii will be far lietter Irom the jioint of view of 
the Legislature if the fc^elect Committee examines witm'sses as we have 
tloije in otli(‘r Select Lommitteos eitlu'i on beliall’ ol* the Ohamher oi 
Lriiices oJ* other bodies and tin* Seleei. ('ommittei* can have tin* views 
of ihe ])ublie put before them. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad (I’atna and Chota Xagpur cum Orissa : 
uiianiiin.dan) ; We cannot aeeeiit the priiicipli* of tin* l>ilj and, therefore, 
cannot agri'e to its reference to the Select Oonunittee. 

Sirdar Harbans Singh Brar : Mr. President, I am not personally 
against tin* considt‘J‘ation (d‘ the Hill. I certainly want it to he 
examint‘d. Tiiere ai'e good many ne(M‘s.sities for |n‘(K*(‘eding with it, 
l.ul, in tlial ease, 1 will laUc time. 1 leave it to you. Sir. to allow me 
to proceed with my speech tomorrow oi* to coiitinm* it today. 

Mr. President (The llononrah»c Sir Shanniidvham Pln‘tty) : 
(iov(‘r]ime7i1 va?it lime to consider the ^nggcsilon of Sir Powasji 
Jehaiigir anti they said that llie\ would L»‘i\c an answer t«) it tojuorrow. 
ir the ll(*iioiirahlo Mendier. in -In* ijghi ol* tin* answer gi\»-ii hy (lovern- 
nnnl, is iiot still satistied, he ean continue his speech tomorrow. 

The re^piest lias been made to the Pliair that, in view oi' the stale of 
piihlie luisi!ieN>. the Pliair should dire(*i that the House should sit 
tomorrow also. 'I'lie diair has aeeoialingly direelt'd that tlie Iloiisf* 
will sit t(miorr(‘W. but that it shall adjourn loniorr«)\v at ptiarier past 
one ami will not niei‘t in the afternoon. 

'rin* Assembly then adjourned till Kle\en ol’ the ('h»ek on Saturday, 
.lie Ihii Septenilier, 1933. 



LKOISLATTVE ASSEMBLY. 

^aiurdaif, 9ih Septrmher, 1933, 


Tlir AsMMiibly niK in Iho Assonihly ("haniber fit Klevrn of tlj<‘ Clock, 
Mr. Prcsidonf Ilonoiiniblo Sir Sliaiiinnkliam ("betty) in liio Chair, 


MOTfOV FOR ADJOURNMENT. 

ExPin.SlON OriDKR PASSId) HY TTIL (VlMVlSHIOXtll ON SOME RESIDENTS OF THE 

I’liri.RA State.. 

Mr. President (Tlic Ilorjourabli* Sir Shanmiikham Chctty; : Just 
about li’ I' iiiinutos back. T received a notice of it motion for adjournment 
from tlw* Honourable .\re!nbcr. Maiilvi Muhammad Shafee Daoodi, on a 
matici* (‘1 iir^.nMjt publii* iniportanc<‘. namely, the Oovernment not accept- 
iiijr short miticc of a (pu-stion on a fiiatter of nrfrent public importance 
\v]ii« h relates to the expulsion order ])assed l)y the Commissioner on some 
residents of Pliidra Sfatt* within seven days from tin* date of the order. 
Is the Politi(*«‘d S(*cretary in a jiosition to state whether Pliulra State is an 
Indian Stale ? 

Mr. B. J. Glancy (Political Secretary) : As far as I understand, it is 
not an Indian State. It is situated ])artly in the district of Hazani on the 
North-We^t Frontier Province and. partly. I understand, in tribal terri¬ 
tory. I fim not fully (‘onversant with the situation myself and I. tliere- 
fmi*. asked for the usual period of notice in order to enable me to study 
the ])osition. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shanmiikliam Chettyl : Cuder 
tlics(‘ (urcnmstanccs, 1 would jicrmit the Honourable Member, if he still 
desires, tt) make this motion on l^Tonday, and I will wfiive the objection on 
the (piestion of nrj^ency. It will then he decided whether it is in order or 
mu when till* Honourable Membt*r makes a motion on IMonday. 

Maulvi Mnhamniiid Shafee Daoodi (Tirliut Division : Muham- 
inadaEi) : All ri^dit. Sir. 


THE INDIAN STATES ^ PIJOTECTTON) BILL. 

Mr. President (The Honourabl<‘ Sir Shanmukham Ohettyi : Has 
the Hoiiourahie tin* Home .Memh<*r irot to make .uiy slattmient with reg^ard 
to llu! sii^frestion made yesterday by Sir Cowasji Jehangir 1 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig .Home Member) : At the end of 
our proetM'dings yestiu’day. my Honourable friend, the Leader of the 
Independent Parly, sjieakinp: on beluilf of that side of the House, said that 
lie was pri^pared "to aeee|»t the araeudmciit for circulation of llii'* Bill by 
7th plfinuary, PIJJ, and he api)t‘;ded to the Government, if they were also 
prepared to aeeept it, l(» annouiiee their decision fit once, so that we could 
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|>Sir Harry Haig.] 

gave time and close the d’ebate. Well, Sir, the object of GoveriiTnent, as 
1 hnve already explained, is that the House should take a final decision on 
this Bill not later than the end of the next Budget Sevssion. After going 
into the details, we have lliought that that result can be achieved by the 
method jiroposed by my Honourable friend, the Leadei- of the Indejxmdent 
Party. We have no objection to criticism and to the fullest examination 
of the provisions of this Bill. (Hear, hear.) We propose that the motion 
for Select (Vnnmittee slKuild be taken up after receipt of the opinions at 
the very beginning of the January Session and T hope \Ve miglii ('xpect 
perhaps that Honourable .Members who hav(* already mach* sjieeches will 
not at any rate n'peat the same remarks on that occasion. (Laughter.^ 
I should be very glad to set an example myself. The (lovtu-nment are. 
therelnee. pre]»ared to accept the amendment for circulation. (Api)lause.) 

Mr. President (The Ilononrabb' Sir Shann<uldiam Pliettx i : TIu' 
Chair takes it that, in view of what the Honourahh* the Hmne .Member has 
said on behalf (jf (Jovemmeni. it is the desire (d‘ the Hf)use generally to 
clos«‘ the debate now. 

Several Honourable Members : Yes. 

Sirdar Harbans Singh Brar (East Punjab .- Sikli) : I (juite agree 
that the d(‘bate should be closed, but my remarks y(‘st(‘rday bad been nji>- 
under.stO(ui in s(‘me quarters and I jusi want to speak for a minute oi- two 
to clear up that misunderstanding. V(‘st(‘rday 1 was dev(‘lopiiig my 
argiim.eni r(‘gai*ding the paramfmntey and that tin* funetion of prottuliiig 
a Sta^e from external airgression as wt*ll as from int(‘rnal (*ommotion was 
restinti' with (ln‘ Param<nint T\>wer a.n(l that tin* Tbiramouiit Power was 
asking ns to ^liare the respousihilit’y regarding the ])]‘oteetion of the Indian 
States, ill one manner and not in the otln*r. I iiad not yet eompleted my 
argunoMits. but my remarks Inna* Imsui misunderstofid in som*’ (piarters as 
wonld a]»j>ear from the I’eports aj)j»earing in this mojaiing’s n(‘wspa[>ers in 
Dellii and f)lher places. It has been umlerstood that I was opposing tlie 
PriiK'es their cause. I was simply attacking tlie (lovernmenl legard- 
ing l!i'‘ir flesire to as]*: us to sliare will) them the resjxuisibility of the 
fiiiietiojis of ]»ai'amfeiiitey in one dij*ee.1ion and not in tin* other. F meant 
no n'fleeticm on any Indian State, nor on any Prince, mu* on their Govern- 
nn nts. and niueli Jess against my esteemed friend. His Highness the 
present Chaneellor of the Chamber of Pnnef*s. 1 do not desin* in any 
way t(» lengthen the debate, Imt J simply wanted to make these remarks 
to clear the misiiinler.standing and, I Jnq»e, the Press would chai* it in lli** 
Avay that I have explained just now'. Yesterday 1 had not devob^ped my 
argument and, unless 1 had done so, rhv* ]*resv had no right to conclude 
that 1 meant any reflection on anybody and that I was against the J^riiiees. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai (Sind : Non-Muhammadan Uural > : Sir. T 
Avant to say one w'ord. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shanmukhain Chetty) : What 
is meant by saying one word ? Does the Honourable Member want to 
make a personal explanation ? 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : I want to say a word w^ith regard to tJie 
statement made by the Home Member about circulation. 

V| 


i! : . 




■ ' ' THE INDIAN' BII^^ lltffr 

Bfr. President (The Honourable Sir Shaninukham Chetiy) : The 
C-liair understood that it was the general desire of th(» House to close the 
deh«te, (lOvcTiiment liavin^ accepted the motion for circulation. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh (Muzaffarpur nun Champaran ; Non-Mu- 
haminadan) : (‘annot an llojiourablc Member oppose the motion for 
circulation ! 

Mr. President <The Honourable Sir Shanmukhani ( heliy) : Is it 
the desire of the House that the d(‘bate should be continued V 

Several Honourable Members : NO. no. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : I am not advanciiifr anything as regards 
llie (lel)ate. I am only making a suggestion witli rt'ganl tf» tin* nifuion 
Tor circulation ; if you permit. 1 will make that suggestion. 

Mr. President (The Honourabb* sir Shanmukhani (‘hoity) : Tlie 
(jijcstion is that the <{uestion be now jmt. 

(Mr. l*i-esi(lcnl. hy galhei-ing the voices, declared that the “ Ayes ’’ 
h.'iil it. when a division was asked for hy Mr. Ciaya Prasad Singh.,i 

, When the ilivisioii hell was riiiLdng. i 

Mr. B. R. Puri i West Punjah : .\on-Mulianimadan ; : On a point of 
or.hu', may I make a suhmission ! 

Mr. President iThe Honouiaoh- sir Shanmukhani (’liettVi ; 'i'here 
•atuiot he a point oT ordei* when the division is on. 

'flu* As.srmldy divided ■ 

.\vi:s- 


.\r(i1t, Air. A. N. . . I 

\1i!h:ji| Klifiii, Majtir Nawab. 

.\llali IJaksli Kliaii 'riuaha. KIi.iii Bahadur, 
.Malik. 

Bajltai, Mi. (1. S. 

BImiic, rin' 11tinoiirabh' Sir 

‘'lialarji, Mr. ,1. M. 

rhiiiiiitaII Lai. iiai Bahadur l.ala. 

('lio'. .''ii. A. B. 

( MX, Mr. A. n. 

Bal.il. IM. IL 1>. 

I )(*StJii/.i. Ill. I'. 

i’ll.' Ibuinur.-ibli' Sir Brpiu Buliarv. 
BI.iim V, Mr. !>.. J. 

(.iraliMiii, Sir L.aiuidut. 

Mai;;, ’I’lw IIdiuiinabli' Sir H.arrv. 

Ilr/lrtt, Mr. ,1. 

Mmmii, Mr. A. 

ILulsoii, Sir Ijfslie. 

iHinail Ali Khaii. Kiiiiwar ll.ajei'. 

JHtii.ail Kiiaii, 11a,ji ('hnudliurv Afiihaiu 
luad. 

•ladhav, Mr. B. V. 
dehangir, Sir rowas.ji. 

Kainaluddiii .Miiiiad, Shaius-iiM'Irma Mr. 
Lai (thaiul, lloiiv. ('aptaiii Hao Bahadur 
('haudlirt. 

Liv, Mr. n. ,1. iN. 

Alnckciizie, Mr. R. T. II. 

MiHar. Mr. E. S. 

Mi.sra, Mr. B. N. 

L261LAD : 


Aii(<lM 'i, .Mr. A. 

M(»dv, .Mr. II. P. 

.Mua/./.aru Sahib Bahadur, Mr. .Miihaui 
mad. 

M uklu‘i j*a , Uai l»ah:;duv S. (.’ 

\(ivrv-. 'riu- 11 iiiHUH-aOr Sir I'^iauk. 

I'.••lldit, Bahadur S. JL 

I’.mok’.i!, .v! 1, r. I». 

L’.-ijhid'ii Sin;;h. l\ai Ihaliadur Kuiiw.ar. 
liai^mau, Mr. A. 

I^!.i ih. K’ad Ihaliatlur M. ( 
iCaUi.jki l.sliii;i. .Ml. \. 

!hin, Mr. 1*. IL 

lh-,\ Lai Bahadur SiikhiaJ. 

S. l;u*<n'r, Tlif II'ludiirabh' Sir Vreorge. 

^•adi, Mr. .1. ILamsav. 

shat*«*«‘ Baitodi, Mauivi Muhammad. 

Shrr Muhammad Kh.au (iakhar. Captain. 
Singh. Kumar (JiiptcshwaT Prasad. 
Singh. Mr. Pradviimiia Prashad. 
sda»;:mara ju. AIL B. 

Sloan. Mr. T. 

Smith. Mr. R. 

Soliaii Singh, Sirdar. 

^fmld, Mr. K. 

'L.tlenlnmi, Mr. G. R. F. 
rppi Salieb Bahadur, Mr. 

Va>.ir Muhamiiuid, Khan Balmdnr Shaikh 
Vakub. 

Wajihuddin, Khan Bahadur llaji. 
Ziaiiddin Ahmad, Dr. 

Ad 
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Das, Mr. B. 

Hari Kaj' Swarup, Lala. 
Jog, Mr. S. G. 

Lalchand Jviavalrai, Mr. 
Neogy, Mr. K. C. 


NOES—9. 

Puri, Mr. B. E. 

Eeddi, Mr. T. N. Eamakrishna. 
Singh, Mr. Gaya Prasad. 
Tliainpaii, Mr. K. P. 


The mol ion Avas adopted. 

Mr. President (The Ilononrable Sir Slianinukhain Chetty) : The 
question is : 

** That ilu* Bill to protect the Administrations of States in India which are under 
the 8U/L*raiuty of Ilis Mjijesty from activities wiiic.h tend to subvert, or to excite dis¬ 
affection towards, or to mt(>rfere with such Administrations, be circulated for the 
purposf of eliciting o]>inion thereon by the 7th January, 1934.’^ 

The Assembly divided : 

AYES—66. 


Abdul Matin Ohaiidhurv, Mr. 

Acott, Mr. A. S. V. 

Ahmad Xawa/ Khan, Major Nawab. 
Bajpai, Mr. G. S. 

Bhon', The Honourable Sir Joseph. 
Chat'irji, Mr. J. M. 

Ohimman Lnl, Uai Bahadur Lala. 

Chinov, Mr. Eahinitoola M. 

Clow,‘.Mr. A. G. 

C7ox, .Mr. A. E. 

Dal.'il, Dr. E. D. 

Das, Mr. B. 

DeSouza, Dr. F. X. 

Drdhori:!, Mr. Nabakumar Sing. 

Ghose, TIh' Honourable Sir P>epin Beharv. 
Glancy, Mr. B. J. 

Graham, Sir Jjam-elot. 

Grantham, Mr. S. G. 

Haig, Th(‘ Honourable Sir Htirry. 

Hezlett, Mr. J. 

.Mr. A. 

JImisoii, Sir Leslie. 

Tsmail Ali Khan, Kunwar Hajee. 

/sinail Khan, Haji (.!haudhurv Muham¬ 
mad. 

Jadhav, Mr. H. V. 

Jehangir, Sir (\>wa.sji. 

Kanialuddiii Ahmad, Shaiiis-ul-riema Mr. 
Ijjjhiri Chamlhiirv, Mr. D, K. 

T.al f'haml, Tloriy, Captain Eao Bahadur 
< ’haudhri. 

1,-e, Mr. D. .T. X. 

M.-o'k^mzie, Mr. E. T. H. 

Millar, Mr. K. S. , 

Misra, Mr. B. X. • 

NOES- 

Bhupiit Sing, Mr. 

Lalchand Xavalrai, Mr. 

Neogy. Mr. K. C. 

Puri, Mr. I^.. R. 

Th(‘ motion Avas {ulopted. 

The Hoitonrable Sir Joseph Bh( 

RfiilAVfivs) : Sir, T do not propose to 


Mitchell, Mr. A. 

Mitra, Mr. S. C. 

Mody, Mr. H. P. 

Morgan, Mr. G. 

.Muazzani Sahib Bahadur, Mr. Muham- 
ma<l. 

Mukherjee. E.ai Bahadur S. 0. 

Xoyce, The Honourable Sir Frank. 
I’.aiidit, Eao Bahadur S. E. 

I’hookun, .Mr. T. E. 

Eaghabii Singh, Eai Bahadur Kunwar. 
Eriisman, Mr. A. 

{{.‘ij.ah, Eao Bahadur M. C. 

E.ainakri.shna, .Mr. V’. 

E’.a.stogi, Mr. Badri J^al. 

Ejhi, Mr. P. R. 

R(»\, luti Bahadur Siikhraj. 

SchiiSM-r, 'Pin* Horiourable Sir George. 
S.ott. Mr. J. E<inisny. 

Sli.afee I)a(MMli, M.aulvi Muhammad. 

Slier Miihammatl Khan (lakhar, Captain. 
Singh, Kumar Gupteshwar Prasad. 
Singh, Mr. Bradyumna Prashad. 
Silarainata.ju, Mr. B. 

Sloan, Mr. T. 

Smith, Mr. E. 

Solinn Singh, Sirdar. 

S'mid. Mr. K. 

Suhr;iw.-ird^, Sir .\bdulla-al-Mamun. 
Tottenham, Mr. G. E. F. 
rppi S;ilnb P»aha«lwr, Mr. 

V.izir Muhammad, Khan Bahadur Shaikh 
>’;iknb. 

WajiJiiiddin, Khan Bahadur Haji. 
Zi.-Middiii .Ahm.'id, Dr. 

-7. 

Ib l-li, M:. T. N, Eamakrishna. 

Singh, Mr. G;iy;i Pnsad. 

Thampan, Mr. K. I’. 


)re (M(‘nt]H‘r for Oomimree find 
Tnov(‘ this mol ion* today. 


■rti AHsenibly do .signify it.s oyiinlou in pursiiaiicr of sub .section (iJ) of 

.section t;70 of the Aferchant Shipjiing Act, 1X04 (57 & 5.S Viet. (!h. 60) that the dues 
ini])o.se'] by flic Onh-r in (Vinricil of His Majesty, dated the 17th December, 1031, in 
n sp'*ct of the Lighthouses and buoys specified in the Schedule thereto ought to be le’^ed 
io British India.’’ 



. . , ,, DEMANDS FOB EXCESS GRANTS. 

CtVUj. 

Mint. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster rFinaneo Member) : Sir, I beg 
1o move : 

** Thnt :iii cxt'css j'raiit of Ks. 2ii,r>7r» >h* votc«l by the AHseiiibly to regiiturise 
the exficiKlitiire clia rgrablr 1(» Ib-vcime ;n‘tiially iin'iiTTcd in excess <»f the voted grant 
in the year HKUi :'] in respect of ‘ Mint 

'rile motion WHS ;j(lo|)1(*(l. 


Sl PKIiANXl A'l lox Am.<)\VAN« i;s AM) l^IiNSlOXS. 

The Hoiioiu'ible Sir George Schuster : Sir. I bcir to move : 

“ That an excess grant of Its. <•.().",127 be vdlerl by tlu- Assv-nibly to regularise 
the expernliliin- i-liajor'abN* to iu venin* actnall\ incurrei! in excess of the voted grant 
in the year ll'.’K* .'M in resjicet of ‘ Superaiiiinal ion A!!o\\an'-es and Pensions 

The motion whs iulojjted. 

STATIOXratY AND PkIXTIN(J. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : Sir. I beg to movi* : 

That an excess grant of Hs. .Hri.tiOri be voted by the Assembly to reguiarise 
the expenditure chargeable to Keveiiue acttially incurred in t‘xcess ol the voted grant 
in the year lih'lO-.'U in respect of * Stationery and Printing 

The motion was adopted. 

IlETl^NDS. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : Sir, I i)eg to move : 

“ That an excess grant of lt.s. 11,S1>,271 be voted by the .Vasen bly to regularise 
the expenditure i-hargeabh' to Pevemu* actually incurred in exc(‘ss ol' the voted grant 
in th(’ year li»l>0 111 in res])e»'t of * Uefunds 

The motif)!! was adopt(*d. 

Co^iMPTFi) X’Ai.ri: OP PpNsio.vs. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : sir T !)eg lo move . 

“ That an excess graal of Ks. :b 20 ,:b“i-l be veti'd by tiie Assembly to regiilariso 
the expeiiditIIn- cliargeabh> to Capital actually incurred in c.xct*ss of the v(»te 1 grant 
111 the year lO.'hi dl In resp.-it of ‘ <’omniute«I Value uf Pensions 

TJic motion was ado|) 1 ed. 

Iji A\r \M) Ao\A.\fl> 1»LAK1N'(; IXTKREST. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : Sir. T beg to move : 

“ That an excess grant of Rs. 2,1U),SS,S71 be voted by the Assembly to reguJarise 
the expenditure aelually iiuMiried in excess of the voted grant in the year 1930*31 in 
rcBpoet of ‘ Loans and Advanees bearing Interest \ 

The motion tvas adopted. 
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1ni>ian Posts and TeIjBgrapiis Dm^artment. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : Sir, I beg to move : 

“ That an excess grant of lls. 5,37,109 be voted by the Assembly to regularise 
the expenditure chargeable to Roveiiuo actually incurred in exi'oss of the voted grant 
in the year 1930-31 in respect of * Indian Posts and Telegraphs Department 

The motion wats adopted. 


BaILiWAYS. 

Rah WAY Board. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : Sir, 1 beg to move : 

** That an excess grant of Its. 34,3-7 t»e voted by the Assembly to regularise the 
railway t‘xi)enditure charg(‘able to Uevemie actually incurred in excess of the voted 
grant in the year 1930-31 in respect of * Railway Board 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad (Tnited Provinces : Soiitlu*ni Divisions : 
Muhammadan RuraD : Sir, T jnst want to ask out* quest ion. and that is, 
whether tlie money w(‘ are going to vote now will be added to tin* deficits 
of the curr(*nt year. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : 1 ilunk my lloinmrabte 
friend must Inn’e no1i(*etl that wi* an* dealing with the ex|)(*nditure (‘liarge- 
aljJe to re\eiiue actually incurred in <‘.\ccss of tlu* v<*t(*d gran! 'u the year 
and the exj>enditure has aln‘ady been ijicurr(‘(l and ineludetl in 
the accounts for tliat yt^ar. This is merely regularising what his been 
.sj)ent ill t*xcess. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir JSlianmukham Phettyj : The 
question is : 

That iiJi excess grant of Rs. 34,3:j7 be voted by the Assembly to regulari.se the 
railway expenditure chargeable to Revenue actually incurred in excess of the voted 
grant in the year 1J)3(»-31 in re.spect of ‘ Railway Board ’ 

The motion was adopted. 


WOHKINO Exj»ensks—AdminIS' l ration. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : ^Sir, 1 beg to move . 

** That an exc(*ss grant of iia. 1S,70,'J1S Ik* voted by the Assembly to regularise 
the railway expeTiditure cliargeabie to Revenue actually incurre<l in excess of the voted 
grant in the year 1JI30-31 in respect of ‘ Working Expenses—Administration 

The motion was adopted. 


Appropriation from Depreciation Fund. 

The Honourable Sir Cfeorge Schuster : Sir, I beg to move : 

** That an excess grant of Rs. 2,39,58,9(11 be voted by the Assembly to regularise 
the railway expenditure actually incurred in excess of the voted grant in the year 1930-31 
in respect of ‘ Appropriation from Depreciation Fund ” 

The motion was adopted. 


Mrst^EBLANEOUR. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : Sir, I beg to move ; 

** That an excess grant, of Rs. 14,900 be voted by the Assembly to regularise 
the railway exj)eiirliture chargtiable to lievenue actually incurred in excess of the voted 
grant in the year 1930-31 in respect of ‘ Ml8c.ellaneottB " 

The motion was adopted. 
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A1'1*1«)I'BIATI0N raOM THE EESERVE FUND. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster ; Sir, I Ix^g to move : 

“ I’hnt *111 excess ^jraiit of Rs. bo voted by the Assembly to rejfulurise 

the railway exijciiditure actually incurred in excess of the voted grant in the year 
ill :oBi.ect of ‘ Appropriation from the Reserve Fund \ 

The motion was adopted. 


Stkatexiic Lini:s—Working Expenses and Miscellaneous. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : Sir, I heg to move : 

“ That ;m excess gnnit of Rs. 1,07,4411 be voted Ity the Assembly to rcgularifiO 
the railway exjteuiliturc chargeable to H4‘veniie actually incurred in excess of the voted 
grant in the year lltSO-.'ll in res}»ect of ‘ Strategie Lines--"Working Expenses and 
IMiscellaneous ” 

The mot ion was adojitod. 


DK.MAXI) KOL SI IMM.KMEXTAKV (IRAXT. 

Xi;'A ( ArriAi. Works at Delhi. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster (Fiiittnoo Momb(‘r) ■ sir, J beg 

to Itiove ; 

“ Tliat a NU|i|iiciiieiitajy sum not exce(Mliiig lls. l»,S1.00t) l»c granted to the Governor 
Gener.'il in ('ouiicil to defray t)ie charges \\hi«*h will come in course of ])aym(*ut during 
the Near ending tla* JHsi dav of Mareh, HKU, in respect «)f ‘ New Capital Works at 
Delld ” 

Mr. Jagan Nath Aggarwal (Jullundnr Division : Xon-Mnlmm- 
iiiiidim I : Sir, tliis ex[n'M(liture of Hs. fl,Sl.(K)() app(*ars to be part of a 
very large proj(‘(*t tlie delails of which have not been .su]>plied to The 
House. We got. soiiK* iiiforinatiou the other <lay in re]dy to a question 
thdl an expenilitiin* (tf s(uuething like a erore of rupe(*s was to bo incurred 
ill building quarters for clerks, for the ^leiidiers of tl»e Legislature and 
fvir various otln'r {uirposes, and that the New (’a])ital projwd. which had 
been clo.sed owing to stringeney in the year 19d()-Rl. was now going to be 
revived. Although tliis ex|)enditun» of Iks. 9,S1.()()() appears to be a 
fleabite in ooniieetion with the expenditure on New T^elhi. the point under¬ 
lying it is a very iinporiant one. The ])oinl nnderlying is, is this chapter 
of capital expenditure in New Delhi going to be re-opened, and for how” 
Jong ? What is in eon1enij>Iation ? 1 a.sk thi.s more for tlio sake of seeking 

infoniiation at this .stage than of saying anything of my own, because we 
sJioiild like to know more detinitely as to the programme to which we are 
going to be committed by this expenditure of lls. 9,81,000. It ap]»ears 
that the idea Is to provide accommodation for a large body of clerks. If 
it is part of a scheme that a number of offices are going to be retained in 
New Delhi and their migration to .Simla is going to be stopped, then per¬ 
haps many of us may welcome that step. Tf it Is to be in connection with 
the Federal Legislature, that would be something which we shall have to 
do, and we might as well bo told wliat is in contemplation, whether it is 
in view of tlie fact that the Federal Legislature wdll l>e holding its sittings 
in New’ Delhi during the summer period or whether it is only to provide 
aeconmiodation for them in the winter and tliat they w’ill be holding their 
Sessions in Simla, or w'hat. In fact, this grant of R«. 9,81,000 opeii.s up a 
ve»*y large eJiiaptcr, dhe details of have not been furuislied to 'oa. 



1232 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.' 


[9th Sept. 1933. 


[Mr! Jagan Nath Agrgarwal.] 

would submit that more information on this subject be vouchsafed to us so 
that we might know Avliat Ave are going to be committed to by sanctioning 
this expenditure. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai (Sind : Non-Muiiammadan) : With respect to 
t his item (d* ca])ital ex])on(Iiture on now const ruction at New Delhi, I might 
isay I was on tin* Standinu- Finance Fomniitlct* wln'ii this (jiieslion caim* up. 
It was decided by a majority, hut it was not decided without <i ('outest. 
The tirst point ra.ist'd by me Avas tliis. That this })n»ject had bei-n kept in 
abeyance, and what av'tc the reasons now-a-<lays, Avben our budgets are 
])ivcarious. tor reviving it ! 1 may say for tin* infr)nnation of tin* House 

tha; t'Avo r'(‘;jsv>jis lud t'orv.’ard. Oih* was that at the liiat* ‘be money 

market v as sm-h ilial uu-y coidti I.oci*t»\\ im»m*\ on easy terms, and tlie 
seen.id was tlial bsixmi- could b-* e;o* at cbeopcj- ra’.-'.N. \Ve k!i(».v tiial ibis 
is the (JUCstion on tiic new t‘onsi ii niion We d(» nor know wbd 1;< r. tbe 
Federal Legislature is Lroing to sit all tin* time at Delhi, oi- wbai is goinir to 
J!a])j)en when the Federal Assiuidily is hiarngiU into existence. It is ])re- 
mature lo say that all this is being ihme witli tlie intention of proA iding 
in advance of the Federal Assembly. Therefore, that ]>oint does not 
.vu])porl the case of the Government. The next question is the easiin'ss Avith 
wliieh money can be got now. Why should it l)e said that the money eon- 
ditioiis Avill not he i>ott(‘r still latt‘r ! Tlnu'ofon*. unless there is some 
ulterior inotiAT in it, Avliicb I cannot umlersfand. nothing suhstanlial in 
the shape of reasons has been ])ut forAvard hefon* the {Standing hhnance 
Committee or in this House and J do jiot think the House would be justi¬ 
fied ill sanctioning this project being tak(‘n at this time. The second 
reason given aauis (‘asy labour conditions. We d(> not knoAv whether labtiur 
expenses are going to increase or going to decrease. Tliese are hyfiothetical 
contentions and will not ludd good unless there are other reasiiiis Avhieh 
riCeessitatc this (‘xpencliture at this time. T nia.v say plainly tliat tliey 
AA’ant to build oT hiingaloAvs for oftieers. Those officers are living now in 
Delhi and they have their hungaloAvs which they liave got on rent. They 
can Avait until the finallees ]irosper. 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce (Member lor Industries and 
Labour; : May I inteiTupt the Honourabb* Memb(*r 1 J uiidersiood bim 
to say r>7 bungalows. The number is 87. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : T am s<u-iy. It was only a mistake. 87 is 
eorreeb With I'egard to ijuarters for sub(u‘dina1cs, scv<M-al quari<‘j-s are 
proposed to be eoiistriicl cd. J>ut tbe> can also wait, becausi* some ol* them 
are accommodated in tiovernment <iuaj*tcrs and sonic in rented liouscs. 
I'hesc tAvo (jU(\stion.'. wci'c carried by a majority and 1 saw that tb<*rc was 
no hope of my caj’iying my jxiiiit. I 1 bought that it would b<* much 
better not to ojipose the third item Avilhout jir-'jiidicc but on iirincij.de I 
Avouid say that tie* Avbole scheme should wait and should not be taken up in 
a liuri'A and without any cogent r»*asons which have not been disclosiMl. 

Mr. M. MasAVOod Ahmad (Patna and Ohota Nag]iur cum Orissa : 
Muhammadan) : Sir, 1 can not be a party to such Avaste of public money. 

1 Avoulci suggest to tlie Clovernincnt to Avait and not he in a hurry to spend 
so much amount in lhes<i chiAs of dej)rc.>.sion. It is true that no\v-a-days 
they can get money at a cheaper rate, but more important items are before 
us. You Avill remember, Sir, that on several occasions Avben proposals for 
expenditure were laid before Government, they said that money Avas not 
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available. Take Agriculture or Education. If yau want to iiuprpve these 
matter^, you will find the Finance Member saying that money is not avail- 
abJe. Money is not available ff»i agricultural improvement, for educa¬ 
tion, for the developinenl of indii.slries aiid for improving communications. 
Tbtaa* are two alternative's. Either mtmey is available or it is not. If 
money is not available, wliat is the u.se of si)ending it on these buildings, 
wIk'II there are more* iinporranl ile?ns pending before llnnn f(jr want of 
funds. If' inone\' is «•.-vailalde, then J would suggest tiiat it sh(;id<l b<' sf)eTit 
on moi " (h'^ei ving <)l)j(*(ds. Whatever money is s{)i‘nt hy (iov«‘rmiiem. you 
will tind 'hat i) is spent oji })rieks and on (juarh'rs. It' the ^piestioTi of 
ed;ieatio]i o'l "ill lio«l diet s.i iaiiic a iM*t»poi'lioii i-, spent on build- 

ii!U>. lliai .•o-'.' is i.-n !'<»!• p!*oi‘‘ss<‘rs and actual 1 ea'ihiiu'. 1 i' d‘;e iUes- 

ii'.ii id' lliii'' coine-. ;igain tbe major j.fii-tion is sm'.hI or. fjna.iers for 

officers. | want i>io'ii-\ to Ic oi- i •• i imi•jovetueiit.^ and not f»ii 

bricl.s. (tn this principle I opjiosr iIm* whoje idea aiui would asi: •inxern- 
mciil to wait and see. 

Wc do not know wh<*ii the Fedei-.d Assenihi\ will come itiro exi.stence, 
wliether it will eoine after tw(> (»r three or four (U* ten years or whether it 
will (-(Hue at all. There are so many ifs in tlie Wljjte Paper that you can 
say nothing with certainty about it. If then* is no certainty, what is the 
use (»f spending s<\ mueh money Now. Sir, if you turn to j)ag(' 31 of the 
proeec!ling's of the Standitig Finan<‘e (.'ommittee, you find th.ot no mention 
of tin' recurring expenditure is made. When so many buildings: are going 
to be eonstruefed, they will certainly require a large ainonnl of money for 
recurring < xpenditure, for maintaining those buildings. 1 find it is put 
down as vil. Turning to part (h), 1 thought 1 would get there some in- 
f( rmatiop as to what amount Government consider they will get back on 
account of rent, but I find only a two line remark to this effect “ Recoveries 
of rent frcmi the offict'rs, clerks and legislators in respect of the residential 
accommo(iati<m which will he allolleii lo tliem This is a very plain 
thing. Every one know’s that w’hen you spend soim'thing on buildings, you 
will g('1 soMielbing in tbe shape of rent. 1 want to know from tl;e Finance 
Member wliat amnunt they t'xpec; t»» get from these hungahwvs. There is 
abMiIulelv no mention of ihal in the proeee<lings of the Staieiing Finance 
(’ommiltee Fnless we know' something about what the return will be on 
these huildings, we cannot sMU‘ti-ni this imounl. 

Flirtiier, I find that tlie type of ipiarters proviib'd for th*.» legislators, 
the repres)Mdaii\cs of Ij;-' peonh-, is of an inferior one to tiuit of olfleers. 
It < M evident from Ihis fact that thev have jn’oviilcd Fs, 10 lakl'is and 
30 ihoiis-nds r(n* 'M hiingalow's and oid> li'e lakhs for :V\ legislators' 
fjnai'teis The numbers :>7 and an' jdnu'st tlie same. Inn tin' sum to 
]>e spmd is less than half. 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : .May 1 ask the ITonoui-able 31. in- 
ber two questions ? (hie is-wliat about the ramilies of (d'fiear'*- ? The 
other is wvould h'gislators be willing to pay tbe safne rmp for their 
(jnart'*rs Unit the offieei’s ])ay for theirs 1 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : 1 think legislators will not object to pay 
ten ])er ci'iit. which is realisi'd from the oflieers. 3Ve are prepared to pay 
yon Ks. f)0. 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir (Rombay City : Non-Muhammadan Urban) : 
May T ask tbe Honourable ]\Iember whether lie meant to insinuate that iif-n- 
official legislators should have no families ? 



LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


[9th SEra. 1933. 


1834 


Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : 1 find officers Rs. 200 or lis. 300 

ijiiicli bijJTjrer and better quarters and tndy ten per cent, is taken from 
tiieir pay. In this way, I think, Government are losing: money. 

You will also find that the opinion of tlie Committee was ibis ; 

“ The Coiiiiiiittee approved the proj>osal, but with regard to ottieers’ and elorka 
quarters, Mr. .ladhav, Diwan Lalehaiid Navalrai and Hirdar llarbaii.s Singli Brat dia 
sented on the ground that auftieieiit inforniatiou had not been proviileil regardiug^the 
possibility of accommodating Goveniinoiit Hervaiits in private bungalows. 

So T say that full information has not been j)rovided to us. AVith 
these w^ords, I suggest tJiat Governiiient should wait. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : I rise to intervene ai this stage 
in order t(> d(*al with tin* main p(Mnt wiiieli has been raised—llie jiistifica- 
ti^)n of This (‘xpeiuliture. I am very glad \o have an o})p(n*tui'ity of ilefend* 
ing tliis p.artienlar ])ro]iosai and 1 mnst confess, to a very gn'at aslonisli- 
ment, tiiat IJonourahle .Members oppo.sit(‘ shoidd have foimd atsy reas<jii for 
olgeeting to it at aH. I deiefid ii oi two groiiinls. hotli general 

grounds and j>ar(ienia!‘ li-rotnids. An regards tlie g<‘Meral ground. I tliiiik 
iloutuiraoh* .Mcnuhers opposite have not boen !)ai Ixward in 
ni’gin.i' on tlu- < Jov' i-nno ni inai tiny Nionild iak«* some steps relit've tlm 
]ires.M't ••eononiit* drprt-ssion and nm •*!' the i^onrses vliirli h:)" l>i‘* n it all 
liti! s 'Tged (01 t' o 1 fo\fianmoit In t.hjjt i}m*\ should iinder'ale’ .oiiii'ic' ( X- 
pefidi^iiM’ on pnidiv works wlii(*li would givo emjih'VMioni. 'vSir. one 
of the gteat difli('iiltie.s in ('arrynig ont prnp(»sals of tliat kind In to tind 
optortunitias for expendittire whiidi in^e Just iliahh* and r'‘'ii!!iierative. 
Ilonoip-ahh* Monihers kn-uv that w«‘ have Im-oh studying th * ni-Mlrv in (*oti- 
iK'ction with the Railways and that if w(‘ ean find reituitru’ative oeeupations 
for eapital W(* think that tln‘ tinn* has (*ome wImmi th(* n‘strieli«'ns on capital 
exp'nidit ore whi('h havo itad to Im* imposed during tin last lliri' * yoars 
shonid ' r<‘lax(*d W(* liav<‘ also he(*n studying opportnniti»‘s in ot|i.*r dii'ee- 
tioi.'s. s'M*)i as undort.jjking a programme of building eonsivuetioji rtf this 
kind \v:i(M*e the hiiildijigs are tirgeiiffy lemded and where soitio I'fimmereial 
retina; f-iti h(‘ obtained fr(»iii tliem. 'Iliis is a very excellent of tin- 

sort of <»uhli(' woi’ks that ean be undertaken and whirdi ean lun e sonn* small 
(‘jfeet on n*]ieving tiie pjN sent (vonomie dejiressioii. I am told that the state 
12\oon ^‘’‘^“Rdoyment in Ib'lhi is particularly had. 

Tljere is a larg(» ]u>[)nlation which has aeenmnlat- 
od fioin the days wlieii big contracts were being given out. That popu¬ 
lation cannot be hastily dispersed over the rest of India and our informa¬ 
tion is that the distress among the jiopulatioii of that kind in Delhi has lieen 
partienlarly bad. Xow, Sir, this is only a small move, hut at least it is 
doing >.oi!iet]iing to relieve that very great distn*ss. On that general ground 
I think that a programme of this kind deserves support from all quarters of 
this IJoiise. 

T sliould like to tell the House something of the history of this project. 
When 1 came out to India as Finance Member T was met by a very urgent 
demand for further expenditure on liousing accommodaition in Delhi. It 
was found that the original programme was by no means suflficicmt and that 
there Was a definite urgent need for ex])enditure on housing aecominodation 
amounling to well over a erore, even after cutting d<)wn the departmental 
demands to the v(*ry minimum that xve could do. Fnfortunat('ly, at that 
time I foresaw that Government’s credit was going to be very severely taxed 
and that in the next fevr years it was absolutely nec/essary to put a check on 
capital expenditure of all kinds. We luid to get the situation in htod. We 
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have now snccjeeded in fretting the situation in hand and the Jloiise will re- 
meniber tin* very moderate demands for capital expenditure which 1 brought 
forwartl in the Budget of this year. We have, in fact, got our credit on 
to a very liigh level fuid we have practically reduced the demands which 
we make on the public for new loans to loans which are required for re¬ 
deeming existing loans. Now, Sir, having reached that position, on broad 
financial grounds we feel that we are in a position to undertake capital ex¬ 
penditure again and w'e have been looking about for projects, as 1 have ai- 
reatB' s-iid. with the idea that we can by starting schemes of Ihi.*: kind pro¬ 
duce sorin' small effect to relieve unemployment. That being so, it obvi¬ 
ously ln'cnme a reasonable thing for us to reconsider re-f>penit:g this Belhi 
ca])ital project and make good the arrears of housing accommodation which 
we iiad pul aside for o\er three years. Then on top of tliat earn • an addi¬ 
tional n*ason. We hfol to conteinplal<‘ lii** hoed for con>ideral)lc additional 
aceonmiodat ion at Delhi v.iion the ic'w ronstittition eaino intfi being. Now, 

J do not agree with my lionoiirable friend, Mr. Maswood Aiimad, in saying 
that that is sueli a distant prosjieef that wo need nru tala* it into .a-eomit ar 
all. We i!m.st take thes<* things inti) a(*e<.nnt. and we innsl nndortak* iho 
oonstrnotion of liuildings jiartienlarly at a lime win*n we om adv.iiitage 
of ii(»ttoni prices - liottoni prii'cs as regards tin* cost of bididino and i'oitoni 
priers a-, ?•egal•d> ll'o cost (tf raising the capital wfiiel! noof^ h,-. i . 1 am 

sin*'* til.'!’ I'o ij !)abit;.ni'> of X*-w DoilT \\'. tlio fntnro. sa\. ti;i-o.- ..»* four \ oai-s 
liene<*. would lia\‘e \fi’\ gooci taans, u* erid-i^* n.-' most sov(*rely if we had 
n(»l talo'n ifij> ojiportin.if of 'naldiig a (diaiigo in ,nn* policy. Tlieii. Sir, 
turning I'o otliei- partitmlar gnr,mds —and 1 have already d(*al1 wdlli this 
])oint incidentally- there is definiiojy jjn^st urgent need f()r housing 

many (lova'riinn'nt of’liidals, particularly among tin* clerks. I am told 
that tile o\ercrowtill g at ])ieser;t ha>; nMt bed a very undesirable stage 
arnl provitled that nnmev' is available, we certainly ought to nn‘et a need 
of that kind. My Ilonourahle friend. Mr. Masw'ood Ahmad, has raised 
the (piestion ;!s to whether wt* shall get any return from this expenditure at 
ail. It is very diflienlt to makt* exact calculations becausi* it is inij)ossible 
to estimatt* exactly how many of the.se houses will ht* oecupit'd for 1li<» full 
year. A lai'ge proportion of the Dtdlii houses is, of e(niiv\ oeeu[)ied for 
the full year, hut it is difficult to say a.s regards a j)artieular liou.se whetlier 
it will be oeeu])ied for six months or 12 months. But on the l)asi> of the 
rents now charged and the huilding costs which w’e now estimate, if a house 
is oeeiipi< (1 for a full ye.ar we can look for a return of up to 5 iv'r e{*nt. If 
tin* lioiise is oci'upied only for half the year, probably we can only get 2h j)er 
cent, return. Tlie annual n*turn, therefore, will be sometliiiig between 2J 
p(‘r eent. and b ])er cent., and as we now can raise money at .something like 
4 per cv*n1. or under. I think the House will recognise that a loss involved 
in const met ion of these lH»u.ses is not a great one. Aloreover. it is bound 
to he a diminishing loss because, as things advance, one is bound to see 
greatuse. say, for 12 months in the year, of houses in Delhi. 

Honourable Members have raised the question of the Simla exodus. 
Wi‘11, Si?‘. we are not ready to make any definite statement about that, but 
1 can l(‘n my Honoimible friends that Government are .seriously recon¬ 
sidering lhat position in tin* light of two factors. The first is that the 
shortag(‘ of w'ater, wdiicli was one of tlie chief reasons for not cnlai'ging the 
sumnu*]’ populMtion in Delhi, will shortly be overeome. The other reason 
is that we must look forward to conditions which will prevail in tlie future. 
When there is a Federal Assembly. I think Ilqnouvable Members will re- 
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cognise lliat anything in the nature of a Simla Session will probahly lie im¬ 
possible. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : Whai will be rceurring expenditure every 
year on these cases ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : I <lo not think I nee<l be inter- 
rii|)ttHl ill order to answer my Honourable I'rieiurs (juestion. Tor I do not 
tliink ii is jiartienlariy relevant to the main line of my argnmenl. I was 
inakiiti; ihe jaunt, Sij-, that if wt* look forward to th(‘ w»‘ mns- torisee 

an jiio', i( ;!l if ohau',!!* in tli(‘ narure of Ihe all \ (‘ai'-nuind j)oj>iii:dioo in 
D(‘/hi Thi'ivforo. point is that this «‘.<pt‘iiditur’o is lilo'ly to btnonie 
iioO'Cio !?'v;\ !‘t‘n;uin!at iM‘. Sir. .‘ti Mu'sj- p,.'-tMiiid> ! !i.*i»o l?iii ill' il-nix* 
^^i^l jvass diis suodl siippienieiil irv ('stim.j'c wliieii. as I -Mi'd at 1 ia* (intsi-t. 

I ferl rcallx rep]V's*‘nts a pohoy whi(*li dosv'i'vcs snj,j).n'l ''roni ( Vi'rv- ipiai'to!- 
of i.h(‘ ilfuiso. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad (I niiod ih'ovimu's : Southern Divisions : 
Muhammadan Hiiral i : Sii*. I welc(»me the annoiineement o*’ I In* Dinanee 
Member that lie has sueei'eded in establisliing the eriulit ol' tlse eonntry and 
that J]<‘ is now in a |)osilion to ombark on lie* selunne oT n(‘\\ eapil.d expen¬ 
diture. Those of us wlio have studiiul the world eonditions in economic 
matters will realise that it has not bemi a jok(‘ to mainlain the ci-edit of a 
country during the last three years and it will not be a joke to maint liii tin* 
credit of the conritr>^ during the next few years. Every cimiitry is i i*ally 
ill a very difficult position and, comyiaring our country with other countries, 

I am glad to say—and I congrutulaie the Honourable the Finance Member 
—that Ave arc much better off than many other countries in the world. Hut 
before he embarks on the seiieme of capital t*xp(*nditure, wliieh I would 
welcome very much, T would like to ask whether his scheme of r(tr(‘n(hment 
which began about Hco years ago will now eiui. A large numb(*r ()f jiersons 
have lieeii thrown out ol* employment. These |)ersons were drawing very 
low salaries and they were in a niiserabl<‘ condition. l»cr<»ri* wi* cmliark <m 
any selnmu' of ca])i1al ex])enditurr i(» relieve uneniployim*ni, w»- slsouh! liave 
some kiiid of official statemeiil from lb<' Honourable the Finance .M(‘nili(*r 
that tI’c ruture n*1 rencliment in tlio vari(*ii.s braiielies of the (lovernmc.nl de¬ 
partments will now cease. It may he possible to have more economic ad¬ 
ministration in some branches, but economic admiidstration is wry dlfff r- 
011 i from tlie retrenchment of tlie liaiids in order to save money. Thered'ore, 

T wouh] like llie Pinfince !\I<*mher to reconsider this paidicula:* »p.eslioo and 
give a s1;!tein**n1 on the tlo<»r r*f the House that :di tin* cet reuehment 
schemes, wliich av(* had been having during the last two years, will now 
come t(. ;!n end. 

Mr. B. Das M)rissa Division : Xon-Muhammadan) : Sir, eoudii'jr as 
1 do fjom OIK* of the most distressed areas, the ])rovine«* of Orissa, that 
is so mueli fiocui-stricken mnv, I was verx’ mueh touehed to h(*rM- the 
Sjieeeli of the Honourable tin* Finance Member. For the first time the 
Finance Member leels for eeoimmic distress of tin* jieople or those on 
the nn(*ni])l()yed list. Ho said that be liad increased the credit ol the 
Government of India thongli some of us, on tliis side of the House, do 
not believe it in view of the fact that the Government of India and the 
Punjab Government floated their recent loaTrs at heavy discount. Yet 
he says that the tide has turned and the Government now turn their 
mind to revive the new capital project of Delhi in order to give better 
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houses for their clerks and officers and also to improve the conditions 
of the distressed people in Delhi who have gathered there for a large 
riiiitiber of years to eke out their livelihood through the building projects 
of tli(‘ (loveriinient. But, if 1 could believe the pledges which the Honour¬ 
able the Fiiianet^ Member gave to this House and if (Jloverumeut are in a 
]>osition of solvency, then their first duly would have l>een to reduce taxa- 
ti(»n. Bui th(*y have not done so. Instead of doing that, th(’y incur fr»*sh 
eapilal (’Xfxuiditure and, according to the estimate of the Jlonoin'able the 
Fniajiee Mcunlau* himself, the project will not bring more than four ])er 
eenl. to the exchequer whiJ»‘ the llonourahJe Mernher will borrow at a liiglier 
rate of interest. When tin* (‘conomie distress set in. the Gov(*rnmenT of 
India were very solicitous about their officials and revised the house rents 
liiat Mere paid hy the front-benchers and hy the haek-benchers of the 
(lovernni: nt of India. What happened ? dust on tin* eve of the economic 
tlejw'cssiojj, every official on the front-benches has been paying 50 per 
<*ent. l(*ss t.lian what he us<*d to ])ay before. 1 kno\v even the Members of 
tin* JiCijjshitun*, at whom 1 do not kinnv why the Honourable Sir FranJc 
\oye(* bad a joke a fe^v minutes ago. even they are ])aying loss than what 
they us(‘d to pay lliree (»r four yeans ago. We do not know wliy tlie (b)V- 
erruiH'Mi are su s<ili(*it(ius tVir those who ea?i pay and yet they bring out 
deti('ii iuidgets i*very year and increase tin* burd(‘n of laxalioii on the 
people. I (*annot siibs(*ril)e to any new (*aj)ital expenditiir** until the 
j)le(lge which the Ibuioiirahle the Finance ^I(‘inher gave to tliis House is 
redeemed. Before aiiv caj'ital ex])en<liture is incurred, J Avant then should 
he r<*duelion of taxation. The income-tax levt*! which was reduced to 
Rs. should })“ raus(‘d to the level of Rs. 12,000 and the sur‘ liarge^ on 

ineonie-lax slnmld In* taken olf. As long as tliat is not done, 'we, on this 
side of the Ilnust*. caiuiot suj>))ort any extravagant expeiuliture on the 
part of the (lOvernment of India. 

Two years ago, M’hen tiu* Gandhi-1rM'in Paet xvas under tlisciission 
and when Mahatma Gandhi visited Delhi, he wi‘nt to the residenee of my 
IIotiour;d»!e friend. Sir (i(*orge Sehiister, and also to the residence of 
Mr. (now Ills h2x(*elhMiey Sii* Herlcrt i Emerson and, after visiting them, 
Mahatma tJandlii saitl lliat in the Swaraj Government lie Avould not like 
t(; tolerate offieials having rt‘.sidenees extending to tliree acres of land M’ith 
extensive gardens, while )>oor ]H*o])le were still living in c(»ngested areas 
lik<* l)(*lhi. Ihmiliay and <»llier places. But I b(*licvt‘ that the officials, 
wlio are ikav adorning the front and baek lienches, know that what the 
<'ongress was demanding or what Mahatma Gandhi w’as demanding W'ill 
not materialise. Th(*re xvill lie no Government in the nationalist fashion 
or in the Gongress fashion. Now the Government of India can eiiler 
again on tiu’ir t)oliey of extravagance in house buihling for their offieers 
while it is wt*Il knoM’n even to the Honourabh* tin* Finance ]\lenrner that 
in Xew Delhi many private buildings have been built. There are sev(*i'.:l 
fat contractors m ho got them.selves enriched through tlie XVm* Delhi 
project. 1 do not want to repeat, seven or eight’ years afterwards, the 
svandals of tlie X(*w Delhi project and the mismanagement v>f the huge 
funds and how" a capital jiroject of four euores ultimately became sixteen 
eroris. 1 do not want to allude to tlie stone-yard scandal and other 
scandals, T do not want to refer to Commissions, non-official and ottleial 
that sat for days. Yet there are today in Delhi many eontraetnrs who 
can build private houses. I ask the Government, why do they not sub¬ 
sidise private eoDtpactorSf to build private houses ? There are still maDy 
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I)rivate lioiises emiily hi the winter season in New Delhi. Apart iVom that, 
i understood that the Qovermnent of India practised retrenclimeni and 
reduced their staff of clerks and officers. Where is this sudden demand in 
I lie niiniber of quart<'rs for the officers and clei ks, for wiiom, I am tjlad to 
see, that the Honourable tlie Finance Member is so solicitous / When* 
did tliis sudden demand arise ? If there is a demand, that d<‘mand can 
be postponed until the Honourable the Finance ]\leinber introduces Jiis 
Jlutlo-et next Session, until he reduces taxation, until he slnuvs that there 
is real solvency in tin* country and also of the (invcriiment. 

1 am alarmed to Jearn that my Honourable friend is already dreaming 
of Juivinj>: new capital expenditure in the raihvays. He knows it that tlie 
railways have not jiaid him his share of six croj*(‘s of rupees for tho J;jsf 
two years. Let the railways j)ay lirst six cror(‘s to tin* (icncral Kevenue 
with all the arrears and then the Hcuiourahle tlu* Finance Member can 
accord sanction to the Financial Commissioner. JVli*. Ran, to inciu' fuilhei 
capital ox])enditnre on railways. Of course 1 have seen a paniphJet 
(Ueporl of tJie Statutory Railway Authority Committee) I'ireulaTed sliowinjr 
that the futui'C Tiejrislature. whether it is tin* present Lejrislatlire or the 
Federal Leirislatnre. will not be asked to serntinise the (‘xiienditnre on rail¬ 
ways. In futnn*, the Loirislatiu-i* will only lx* asked to meet the defiei; on 
raihvays 1 hope my Honourable friend, tlie Finanei* iMeniher. h:i.- read 
that docnnient and, knowing the extrmne detieit iMHidition of tin* railways, 
he still fo]’t‘sha(l(»ws that there will In* further ea])itai e.xpeinlil nre on 
railways. 1 l(n»k yvith alarm and the eountry windd look willi ah'rni at 
the suji'jz'i'slions Avhieli the Honourable the Finanec* Mendn*r lias put 
forward. I will be tlie fii’sl man to eoii^ralnlatt* him if In* will show in 
his ))ndu:et sjieeeli on tin* 28th February next that 0<»vernmmit have innied 
the tide and that Oovernment have hron^dit on! a surplus hinh/et and 
that ('hiverniiient liave rednc(*d these eiijeraeiny ta.x*.*- for wideh tie* 
IToinun-able the Finance ^deiiiber look pow7*i‘ in S(‘])l(‘inl)(*r, mi tin* 

fair proniis(‘s which ho frave then. H(* did not even aeknowledt;,* on a 
suhseipienT occasion That he pive any proji!is(*s to tin* House and to the 
country at that lime. I'ntil then. J do hope, this lioase* will not accede 
to any idea of <';ipital expenditure or to any increase in tin* defii'it of tin* 
Ooyernnient eithei* in the Ceneral Budget or in the IJaihvay Biidiret. 

Mr. B. V. Jadhav (Bombay Central Division : Non-Mnliannnadan 
Koran ; Sir, the iiresent demand ]*< only for Hs. I).Hi,000. l^uf as niy 
Ilornyiirahle friend, .Mr. A^rpfarwal, has .said, this opens a very «rreat problem 
on which a larger amount of nearly 50 lakhs will be spmit. Sir, tin* 
l»resent demand is for lionsin" some of the clerks and officers, and y.bcn 
ibe Standiiipr Finance CVmimitteo asked for more information, the reply 
w’as that the information rcfpiired was not available. I now^ find tiiat the 
informatioti has bc^ni denied even to this House. We liave seen. Sir, 
that each bunfralow^ for officers costs l?,s. 31,000 and tlie return, that is 
{?ot from them, even if they are occupied for all tlie 12 montlis, is 
hardly 4 per cent. The Honoairable the Finance Member said that it 
was 4 per cent., but T find that, as only 10 per cent, is taken from the 
officers, the calculated interest will not amount to even 4 per cent. In¬ 
formation on this point was asked in the Standinj? Finance Committee, 
but it was not forthcominj? ; and, inspite of our objections and protests 
tlmf the coiWMettttion of this demand shoiuld be poetpnned fill 
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second meeting of the Finance Committee, the whole thing WAe< hurried 
on. 1 cio not think there is any justification for this. The housing in 
Delhi may be iiisuflicieni, but at the same time J may poiut out 
that j)rivate owners liave been investing their money and erecting Jiouses 
suitable for the ofiieers and the staff. Infoi'mation was asked about the 
nmjibei* of private liouses that were available tor accoiiunodatiug (‘fficers. 
Tliat information also was not available at the time the Finance Ctun- 
millee niel, and it has not l>een made available even now. Iji such 
cireiimstanees, it will not be proper for this House to give its eoiisent to 
this heavy cxi)en(Iiture which does not stop at Its. 11,81,000, but Avill be 
multiplied in tbe long run many times over. The town of Xew Delhi 
is iiieTeasing and tlie number of private houses that are being built is 
also on 1h<* increase. (lovenimeiit do not want to take any notice of 
tliis fa<*t and (I(j not take into eonsideratioii the number of private houses 
lliat will be availabJ<‘ sj»<*cialJy for the ofiieers and tiie clerks, aJid they 
Avuut In Tusli tliis lloux* into sanetioniiig this scheme wliiel; will eutail 
nu I lie finanees of < invtu’iunent a very large amount in futuie. Sir. 1 
Jiope this House will rejeet this demand. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt < Biirdwan Division ; Xon-Miihammadan 
jiu?al; : JSir, tlieT(‘ is a saying tiiat he who builds a Xew Deilii diirs his 
o\Mi gTav(‘, and this saving is based upon history. We have read of ilie 
seven ('jties of Dellii wliei‘(*in lie the graves of tlie ftuinders of Ilif.'se 
eilies. Sii\ wiieu the (-ajutal was transft*rred from Caleutt.t. it was a 
gi-eat \'ieej*o;, , who lied iinaginati'U;. who said that Delhi A\as a eily of 
goil*‘ii kings and dynasties and that the Capital ought not to he ivinoveti’ 
fron, ('aleutta 1(» Delhi. With Caleiitta the history of the rise f>f the 
Uritish ]«»wer is associated and I eouhl not understaTid liow man\ patriotic 
Ktiglishiuen <'ould agjfe to siieu ar tMiirng«‘ous pi'npo'ai of severance from 
j»a,‘t assoeialious ami sama'd imuiiories of their givat work in this land. 

Sii-. at the heginning we wanv given to nndej'stand that about 12 et*o?*es 
would he icedetl f<u- hnildhig tin* new Capital at Delhi. Imiuediately 
land gi'ahliei's eaioe iti and ai'omul Delhi, Inn llu‘ (h»v(*r!nnent ontdi I 
llieiii. 'fhey built Xew Delhi on the ruins of Old Delhi. Those ^vho Imd 
oecjision to <lrive t<» the Kuth Miliar in those days from tie* old city <»f 
D<'!hi might have noticed that tlie area consisted of on(‘ oi* nvt' handets 
■\:ith a little arahh‘ land hope and there and that it was full of juiiirles 
;iiel gra\eyarils. It may be said that tliat land has now been rendered 
into a paradise. I do not know wlietlier it is a ]»aradise or not, but W(' 
know that we hied tlie Indian tax-payer to bnild tlie Xew Capital wdiih^ 
Iln*re was already a Capital wilh ad necessary para])hernalia in Calcutta. 
Wliatever might have been the motive behimi the tniTisfer of Capital, 1 
submit that to s])end sueb huge sums upon building a new city in a 
eouidry wdiere old and ancient cities with sacred memories behind them 
abound is a thing wdiich no Government should liave undertaken. Sir. 
from 12 erores gradually several more were being added year after year 
and Ave thought had nearly come to tlie end, but we see that tliere 
is to be no end of capital expenditure upon tlijs New Delhi. One piece of 
advice that I shall give to the Honourable Member in charge of this 
motion is that he should advise the Government of which lie forms a 
liart to go back to Calcutta. (Daughter.) Sir, I see the Government 
Members are laughing. Of course Delhi is a ver>" safe haA^en for them 
for there is little public life flud little eriticisitt of tbeir actions. But T 
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tell you, Sir, and tell them through you that a time will come when Dellii 
Jike C'alcutta wil] have a foreerul public opinion and probably they will 
have to shift themselves to some deseil area near by or to Sind. But 
Calcutta enjoyed the benefit of being the Capital City of the country only 
for a century or so, and, to deprive her of that position, was not at ail 
projUT. 1 would not have grudged any money to the Govvrnnient, but 
my point is that if. at this time, as is said, money is cheap owing to the 
low rate of interest, 1 would advise them to tiy and relieve tlni distress 
of the agriculturists with this money. Why not remit sonn* revenue so 
tliat the landliolders may riunit the rent of their tenants / These are 
things whicli Ave haA^e ahvaA s pn^ssed n])oii Government and 1 think it will be 
better if, instead of spending nine lakhs on the building of a few housea 
for clerks and for the legislatures, they were left to find out their own 
accommodation in New Delhi A\diere many liouses are available as also in 
Old Delhi Avhere I thitik there is plenty of accommodation. 

Sir. if you remember the days when the C-apital Avas at Calcutta, 
neither tiu* clerks nor high officers had quarters built for the.in there ; 
but tlicy could easily find accommodation for tlnunselves in tluit City of 
Palaeejs. What Avas the lU'cessity then of removing the Capital to Dellii T 
To say that these clerks and officers have to be provided Avitli ai:coniiuotia- 
tion is rather amazing, as tliey form an infinitesimally small proportion 
of the j)eople for Avhom nobody cares to pro\'id(‘ aceonimodalioii. Tiny 
haAT either to build tlieir own houses or to hire houses for themselves. 
Tlicn, Avhy this solicitude for a class of peoj)l(* aa'Iio live at the exi)ense of 
the 1ax-])ayers and provide them Avith accommodation at the c(»st of 1h<* tax¬ 
payer ? T am opposed to any sueli gianl on prineipb‘, and, as I hav(‘ 

pointed out in this Tlouse, the initial mistake Avas the transfer of the 

(^ipital fnnu (’alcntta to Delhi. Again, to say at first that only 12 
crores Avould be required and, then, by leaps and bounds, to add several 
more erores, is wrong : T suimiit we, must Vk‘ told Avhen this sort of ex¬ 
penditure Avill eome to an end. But I think it A\'ill not come to an end 

so long as the poor Indian tax-jiayers can be robb(‘d of their hard-earned 
moijey. Tf the Capital at Delhi could continue from the year till 

now, for nearly a (piarter (»f a century, without this aceornmodation, I 
caniu-t understand Avhy siidd<udy, in this year of grace, 19o3, there should 
be a n(*ce,ssity for (expenditure of this amount. We must be given to knoAv 
lioAV these clerks and offieer.s accommodated thinnselves jireviously, and 
Avliat Ava< llo ir diffieidty. TIk'p* are lots of bungalows in Die Civil Tunes 
and ih(‘re ;t.* lots of hous('s in tin* old City of Delhi and, if a sirnfde bus 
servi(*e is irjs.iiteited. 

An Honourable MemVier • art* unfit for ]ial)i1;}tion 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : But tin* ])redeeessors of tine ])resent T^X(‘eutive 
Coumil ■VTembers and others liA7*d in llic bouses in tin* Civil Bines and 
all of them AA*ere aefornnjodated tf>or(‘. It was only a few years ago that 
the.se houses in Xe\v Delhi were built for them. I do not think they wen* 
ineoiner.ieneed in any as ay. At least -here Avas one TIonouraole ^lemlier 
AvJm; ('an bear me out— f mean t he TTonoiirable the (’ommerce Member, who 
AAas .‘it that time also in tlie GoA^ernment of India, and he will bear me out 
that the Executive Councillors did not find themselves in any difficulty 
Avhatsoever by living in those bungalows. 
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The Honourable Sir Joseph Shore (Member for OonuDerce and 
Kail ways) : I was not an Executive Councillor in those days, and, there¬ 
fore, I cannot sp^ak from personal experience. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : At least you liavr knowledge of those days 
and you were living in a house there. However, wiiatever that may be, 

I luive laid down the principle of my objection to this ; and unless I am 
convinced thal this New Delhi has befm built for the interests of the people 
or of the Empire, I f«)i' one cannot subsc.iMbt^ to any furth(U' capital outlay, 
;:iMl I would lik(*, if there are imrchasers for all these buildings in New Delhi, 
to have all of them sold U|) and the Capital transferred once again to 
('alcutta. 

Mr. Muhammad Muazzam Sahib Bahadur (North Madras : Muham¬ 
madan ) ; Sir, wlietlici the Covernment of India were right or whether 
they were wrong in shifting the (’apital Ironi (‘alcutta to Delhi, the step 
has oiKM* i'oi- all bcmi taken and now, liavirig taken that .step, they stand 
eommitted to pi’ovide faeilities in that ])art (d‘ Dtdhi known as N(‘W D(*lhi. 
which was practically waste land when tin* (.Toveniment shifted their ln*ad- 
(piariers from Caleutla to that ('ily. Having conic there. I ask, is it not 
the duty of the (io\(*riimeiit ot India to provide* tli(*se olTicials and to pnivide 
ns, who (*oim* from distant places, witii (luartcrs, with housing aceommoda- 
lion 1 wish my llononrahle fri(*nd, Mr. Amar .Nath Dntf, had been an 
of»i(ei‘ of the (iov(‘rnment of India : then I think he would have jiressed the 
<*ase for housing a(*(‘o!nmodation as a pnvssing nec(*ssi1y. T. therefore, say 
that th(‘ main (piestion for consideration is wheth(‘r this is really a prc.ssing 
m*eessity ; a,nd whether it is justified in the eircumstances which the 
Honourable the Finam'e Member eharaeterised as being the most opportune 
eo'iditioiis in which su<‘li a scheme lik(* this could la* taken up. If the 
yfaN'mcTit of the Iloniuirahle the Piinuiee Member (‘aniiot he eoiitrovt'rted 
(Hi the ])oint that the pres(‘nt i.s the best season as it w(*re at which moiny 
cnnld he raise«l, and wli(*n it is borne in mind tliat (»wing to cheap lahoui* 
and clmap material at the present day there will he a saving of a.s mueli 
;'is ‘i'» pi*r c<*nt. if this schenu* is taken u\> at once, and that, if it is takct\ u\> 
Hifee or four years liem*e, we shall hi* losing that ‘io per cent', which wc arc 
saving now. then I think we are iierlVetly justified in spending this amount 
and in charging ii to ea])ital expenditure. No doul>t, three years ago, it 
was dreided that whatever expenditure might' he incurred in construetiiig 
Imil li.ngs in .New Delhi ought not to he charged to the head of capital 
hid In rev(*nne. 'find sti*}) was taken at that time jirohably as the (lovern- 
ment win- not ipiite sure of their own linaneial j>osition ; hut as 1 find 
that the 1 loiioiii-ahle thi* Kinaiicf* Member has assured us that the position, 
as it now exists, is far better and they can control the financial position 
at the present moment, 1 think the step which is now sought to be taken 
is a jnstitiahlc one. Somethitig has been said as to the special necessity 
wliicli has arisen on aecoimt of the Federation wliich is to come into being. 

ai»ai-1 from that aspect of if, 1 think that, so far as the present 
e\tcn; lon of house accommodation for officers and elerks of the Govern- 
mefd of India and for Members of tin* Heghslature is concerned, the House 
will he doing the right tiling in voting for the grant. 

Sirdar Harbans Singh Brar (East Punjab : Sikh) : Mr. President, 1 
had op]‘osed this gra.nf in the Standing Finance Committee on the ground 
that riiongh maferial was not ])1aeed before us regarding the availability 
of ]>rivi;te accommodation for officers. I had not at that time considered 
I he other points w hich foiicli this parficular item. There is no doubt that 

hL'aiLAD B 
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the iiii'ormation supplied to the Standing Finance Committee was insuffi¬ 
cient and misleading to some (‘xtent. In the item, say, for Officers’ 
Bungalows which are -37 in number, Rs. 10 lakhs and r)(),T)(K> are provided 
for. No account has been taken of tlie valuafion of tlu* site wliich is to 
be used for building these bungalows, and, thend'ore, taking the average, 
sale price of each of these sites a.t Rs. 10,(M)0, it come.s to Us. 3 laklis 70 
thousand, thus making a total of about 14 Jiikhs 20 thousand foi* 37 
bungalows. No figures have been given regarding the return whicl) we 
will get on this capital expenditure nor on the cai)ital expenditure for 
other buildings. There is sonii* difficulty for the taxpayer to know what 
the return is exactly going to be, but the ()ther eonsiderations cannot be 
ignored altogether. If the (lovernment have deeid(‘d, as a matter ol* policy, 
to provide bungalow.s for the officers, they cannot ])rovid(‘ for some officers 
and leave the 37 officers witliout any housing aeeominodation. in New 
Delhi, w’C have provided aceommodafion for almost all officers wdio are 
stationed there, and to leave 37 officers alone without any accommodation 
out of so many thousands of officers is rather unfair to the members of 
the services. l\)u cannot discriminate between officers, and you must treat 
them alike. 

There is another very imporfant factor which must hv taken into con¬ 
sideration, which was stressed by the Honourable th(‘ Finance Meiidiei’, 
and that is, that unemployment is very much on th(‘ increase. There are 
so many engineers remaining uTiomploy(‘d with foreign training, then* are 
so many youngmeii remaining iineniployed. so many ]\I.Se.’s and B.Se.’s 
lemaining unem])loye(l, heeans(* recruitment to the P. W. D. and oilier 
departments lias been stopped, and 1 think it is high tiim* that wt must 
provide these youngrnen with some occupation to maintain themselves. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt ; Bara Khandia Road is full of buildings. 

Sirdar Harbans Singh Brar : My friend must have se(*n as much of 
it fis 1 have .seen. Those are the bungalows whieli cannot bt* suitable* for 
ordinary officers of (Tovernnient. Those are meant for Princes, and, in th ‘ 
(‘arlier days, when aeeominodation was not available, these I^rinces rented 
these hiingalow’s at fabulous sums ranging from Rs. 10,000 fo Rs. 50,000 for 
a week's neeupation, and people, under the impression that they wdU bo 
able to get the same fabulous .sums, built mon* of tlu'sc })alatial buildings, 
and an officer, with a small family, will not be able to maintain such a big 
hous(‘, nor will he lx* able to pay such a heavy rent for those bungalow's. 
Even if that fact is not taken into considei-ation, during our Delhi sojourn 
v'(* seldom find any of these houses lyin<^ vueunt. Almost every one of them 
is occupied. There are no figures placed before us by Honourable Members 
to show how’ many houses are actually available at n^asonablo rates for tlu* 
occupation of officers during their stay in Delhi. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : If the. Oovernment want the figures, I can 
sup})ly them. 

Sirdar Harbans Singh Brar : As far as the clerks’ (piart(*rs an* 
C07ieerned, tlie rules provide that they shall be given a certain allow'amfe 
in lieu of aeeommodatiou. These house allowances are prohibitive and 
Oovernment; have to pay, T think, a couple of lakhs or more to the cl(»rks 
as house allowance, w'hieh is again a burden on th<* taxpayer. 

Sir, this building programme of Government will provide occupation 
for labour, skilled as w'ell as unskilled, and it w'ill also provide accommoda 
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lion for till* officers oi* (irovcrnmcjit. If the Federation materialises, as we 
all hope it will in the not distant future, housing? accommodation, officer 
accommodation and officers' bungalows, le^Lslators' quarters, etc., will 
be m^eded. It will tlnni naturally take sonn^tiim* to build all those things, 
with the result that it will ])ut the legislators as well as the officers of 
Clovernineiit into much inconvenieiKH* if this building programme is not 
undertaken immediately. 1, therefore, think that this ex])enditure will do 
a lot of good to th(‘ countly a.s a whole, because it will be a caj^ital pro¬ 
gramme which will afford (‘iiough (unploynu*nt for labour. These are my 
grounds for supi)orting this motion, though I had in the StaHding Finance 
Committee oi)posed it bfdieving that there w’as sufficient housing accom¬ 
modation. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt ; You changed so soon ? 

Sirdar Harbans Singh Brar : I have* a right to reconsider and rtiview 
my opirdons in tlie light of subs<*(pu*nt events and in the 
light of subseipnnit information which has come to iny knowledg^e. 
There are no private works going on now in New Delhi to 
keep the nneinjdoycd busy, and it is the husifu^ss of the (lovernment,— 
C!ov(*inment have done so in all countries—during the period of depression 
that th(*y shrjuld start pid)li(' works for tin* emj)Ioyment of labour. In 
addition to this. 1 tliink w(* should also press on tlie Coverument that they 
slioiild start capital railway works and other public works. Why should 
we allow’ our yoiingmon to remain idle in their homes and to engage them- 
selv(‘s in revolutionary activities / If they are not given some W’ork to 
do, tlie result will he that they will join the revolutionary ranks and take 
to mamifaefure of bombs and other things. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : Tluui you should spend more money in 
Bengal. 

Sirdar Harbans Singh Brar : Whtm Honourable Members eome to 
J)(dhi and when they do not get suffieient orthwlox quarters, they complain, 
and when the Government ask for more money for building quarters, they 
sta?id and oppose the demand. Only a short tiim* ago. w’e were discussing 
the housing prohhmi, and almost all the Members of the House Committee 
were stressing tlie need for more orthodox (juarters, and here Government 
are now’ going to give us oil more quarters. What we stress on the Gov¬ 
ernment is that as much economy as ])ossible should be practised in this 
programme, and, as I understand, the rates for huildiiifr materials 
are vory low just at firestud, and the time is ct^rtainly very opportune, 
because the tenders are about *.U) per cent, below’ tbe estimated price. We 
cannot find a better time to start tbis programme. In the Standing Finance 
Committee the (’hief Engineer to the Government of India was pleased to 
tell ns that he Innl, in anticipation, invited tenders w’hich show’ed that wmrk 
conld be done .‘10 pt*r cent, below’ the estimated cost. That is to the benefit 
of the t'axpfiyer, and 1 think that G<r\’ernment have chosen a very oppor¬ 
tune time to start this building prograiniiie now’. With these few W’ords, 
T sni)j)ort the supplementary grant. 

Mr. 8. C. Mitra (Chittagong and Ilajshahi Divisions : Non-Muham¬ 
madan Bural) : The Honourabh* the Finance Member has already made 
two H])eeches on tliis motion, but still 1 think he has not convinced the 
House by giving accurate information relating to these demands. The 
three of the most important inombers of the Standing Finance Committee, 
Messrs. Jadhav, Lalchand Navalrai and Harbans Singh, dissentJed on the 
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jrroniul that snfl[i(*iont inforiiiatioii had not hc(*n to tlic Commit too, and 

rliat ihoy had to rooord a dissentient note. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : 1 cannot accept my IIoTioiir- 
al)I^‘ Jeieod's description of those Chm* monilK‘rs as the most important 
meinhers on the Stajidin^ Kinance i’ommitto(‘ as correct. All inomb(T»s of 
tlu‘ 8tandin<; Finance Commiltoe an* ocjually im|)orfant. 

Mr. S. C. Mitra : I nov(*r said that they wore niori* impoitani tlian 
otho!’ nienih{‘rs, lint T tain* it tiiaf all ineinhecs are important, but, to jiistii'y 
my siateirn'ot. 1 mipht say that tliey ai*<‘ all elected .Memhers. and it* yon 
Mill look at tin* list o!' menib(‘f‘s. yon Mill see that more than halt* the number 
of membt'rs are lumiinatod. and (Government can noM' secure rial! the 
number of mejubers by (‘le<-tion to an\ of these Standing- Committe(*s, My 
purpose M'Ms to emphasise tin* tact that the’dissentient note Mas from the 
eleett'd ]\iembeix and not from nominated .Members. 

lIoAV('ver, the anxiety of tin* Honourable tin* Fina.nei‘ ]\Iember Mas for 
iIk' uni'inployed of this country. I eonjjrratnlate him for tin* jrn'at anxi(*t'y 
he has shoMn for the unemploy(*d of this country, b(‘eanse he has been 
unlike his other eolleaji’in's mIio. hoMever. when the piu'siion of iine!n[»loy- 
meiit is raised in this House, try to dissociate tliems(*hes by pointinjx out 
that this (piestion of unemployment is a matter for tin* Provincial Councils. 

The Honourable Sir Prank Noyce : I must prott*st aj>ainst the 
assertion of my Hoimurable friend. As M(‘mlH*r in eliarjrc* of tin* Indnstrie.* 
and Ijahonr Department. T ean naturally closely assoeiatt* myself M'ith the 
propfjsals noM* under (consideration before tin* Hon.st*. 

Mr. S. C. Mitra : May T ask my ilonoiirabh* friend wlielher In* did 
or (lid not, in reply to a (piestion in tiiis Honst'. say timt unemployment 
was pj'imarily a matter for the l^oi'a! (lOvenimeiits 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : That is ]H‘rreetly tnn*. We can 
only take steps in r(*<rard to it in onr e(‘ntrally a(lniinisten*d areas and 
this project is one of the st(*])s M’bieh M'e ourselves are prejiarcsl to take. 

Mr. S. C. Mitra : May T hope tliat iu the !i(*xt year’s Dudirct the 
Fijiaiure iMeinber Avill provide for lar^^e e.stimates on this scale for the other 
hip- citi(‘.s also. Ks. TjO lakhs eaidi, as he has done for Delhi, ami T shall 
1)(* very plad to M(*leome such a Hudget. 

What the 8taudiii" Fiuanee (-ommittee wanted to knoM’ was whether 
this project e.riuld stand on its OM’n lejrs from economic standpoint. \Vh(‘re 
is the diffieulty in jyivinj? these tiprures f They know that, at least for the 
buildings that arc meant for the clerks and officers, they ean pet rent at 
the rate of K) ])ei- cent. They knoM- the class of (derks or the officials that 
M'ill occupy these hou.se.s, and they can easily calculate t)he rent that will 
he realisable from them. They certainly omc it to this House to tell us 
that (iovernimuit Mill cut their coat according to their cloth. In the pa.st 
The (Toverument had been reckless in their eonstruetion i)ropranimes not' 
to care for the public interest. It is not Government's ca.se that these 
oflicers and clerks should bo given sorae concession and provided with 
hous^*^ at loMTr rates of rent. That is not the Government’s ease. From 
past exi)erience mo know that the expenditure that has been incurred for 
providing houses for officers find clerks involved a great loss. When they 
are now coming w.th plans for new building construction, is it not their 
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(Inly lo (‘.«I(‘iiI{if(* wlifit is iJic aiuount. of* mit rralisahJo from the officials and 
clerks ? And it is ntit (iilTicuH lo find out the (-xfod n^siilts. From that 
we can se(‘ wln'llie]* liie proje<^t is onoiiiically a sound one. When this 
matter was raised in the Standiiiff Finance ('ommitfeis the Kinajice ^Member 
was not in a po'^ition to 1(11 them wludhcM- the expenditure of so luaiiy 
laldis atid lakhs ol* i*ii|»(‘es was rcoiioinieally sound oi* projicr. We. ai*c not 
ojiposed to the policy of buildiin^ (piarters for the officers or Tor tin* clerks 
or for the AfenilMM’s (.f the L(*«xislatnre, partieularly when the rale oT interest 
is low. W(‘ a(*eept the policy, hjit this House must <ret correct lifrures 
wIk'ti a (piestion had I.een ask(‘(l in tin* Slandinir Finance (’oniiriittee, and 
now tin* Finance .Vlember, without snpplyinjr iis with reh'vanf figures, wants 
ns to \'otv* a hlaj.K chc^pie. It is ditifi('idt f(»r ns to Nob* on a (piestion like 
this ; (,11i(‘j wis<', on principle, we are a^i‘(*eahl.- to this motion. 

Mr. R. S. (Xtnuln.iled \on-<>rn(*ial;i : t should not have been 

a party In an;-, cne-j)ira(‘\ ;o wa^tiii.e* tin* linn* o! tin* House, but J am 
desi]-ed I'V sny !\iily In inrorns. 

Mr. D. K. Laliiri Chaudhxiry f lM*ii^:d : Fundholders) : On a i)oint of 
«»i*der. Si!. 1I<»\\ can the HnnourahU* M«*mb* i- .'•ay wt* aia* wasting the time 
cf this Hon.se 

Mr. R. S. Sarnia : IT arjy ennspb'a<'y really (*xist(‘(l. it aj»pl;(^.s, other- 
w ise. 

Mr. D. K. Lahiii Chaudhury : .\ot <*ons|riraey, hut you .^a.(’. wastiii^^ 
tic tinn? ol* tin House. 

Mr. R. S. Sarma : Yes. I have b(‘(‘n asked by uiy Pa!*ty to say that we 
are in tavoui' of thi*- o'*!narid for »rrant. if foe im other rt'asrm than this, 
that it Nvill piswitle employinetit in tli(‘S(* liard day> f(»r a lar^t* luimber of 
labcjueef's a ml it is most essential tl.*at those {M*op)e win^ had e\(ui lucn 
asked to (;nit I)(*Ihi should now lind re-employni' nt uinhu* this rnnv sclnune 
of huihlini; <‘<nisti ih linn. At the same tune, niir Farty wants to impre.s,> 
upon 1l!(‘ Fiuiiuet* ?vlcmbei* twn thim^s, namely, oiu*. that tin* irrant she.uld 
iiot exceed wlnit is un\\ ])rovid(*d and, s.-condly, ih.al as far as possible all 
th»*se (suitfacts an* }jivi*n to Indians. 

Mr. Gr.ya Prasad Singh (Mu/.alVarpur rum riiamparan : Non- 
Midianimadan I : Sir, J lind some ditliculty in undi*rsta.nding the jiosition 
( f some nn*iiihc!*s nf the Sianditm’ Finance Fonimitt(‘(* and also of tlie Oov- 
ernmeiit in this niaiier. Oin* parlieular meinlM'r of the Standing Finance 
(‘onmiilb I*, who lias spoken in support of the grant iod*i\, dissented from 
the i»ro])osa! in the Standing Fiuaiiee romuiittee’s nieeting held on tli(‘ 
H)th Aiigna, That is what the ]>roeeedings of tlie Staauling Finjiiu-e 
(^unmiltee (d’ that dat(? contain : 

, “ The ('ojiunith c ;«|>|»rovc<l ttic luit willi u'.v^rirjl to olticor.s ’ .‘iiid clerks’ 

Uiiarters, .Mr. J.i'llujv, Ih'w.di Ij.'ilcliMnU N.-ivnl-.d ;ifiU S;jn!;»r Ibirbans Brar ills 

Mated oa the jiouiad that saflicii*al iai'oraiatioa had aat been provided regarding the 
poHsibililN cl' a'-coMiau.dating (icvcriiaa*nt MM-vaat-' in private bungalows. iVwaii 
i.«alcha!id Xavalnii aho ct;iisidcrcd th;it the inatter was ii(Ci unudentlv urgent to justify 
expenditure at the jircsmt tiin.-. With icg:«rd to the legislators' (]narters. Mr. Jadhav 
dissenicd. Sardar llarbans Singh r.r.cr :;nd l>ewan l.alclronl Navalrai did not wish 
to jFress their (d»j(M*tion t(» this ]>ar1 of the proposal as the re.-t of the scheme had Ix'eii 
•Tcct'plcd l»y a ma jority of the rominittoe.” 

I\ly Honourable friend. Sirdar Harbans Singh Urar, seems to have 
e-uinged liis position, and has now sn])ported this motion on the floor of the 
House. 1 said at the outset of my speech that 1 xva^s also not convinced 
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as to the i)rop(*r position of tin* Goveniiiunit' in this matter ot* New Delhi 
expendiluro. They must onee for all make ui» tlieir mind wlndher it is their 
intention to abandon the Simla exodus, and to make Delhi tlie iiermaneni 
Capital of India, or their intention is to eontiniie the Simla exodus as 
merrily as before am! to j^o on sinking: erores and crores of rupees amidst 
the tuiiiblinjx prav'eyanls of Delhi. 1 tind from the proposal which was 
]>ut forwarcl before the Standing Pinanee (^omiiiitteo ; 

“ The Goveriimriit of indhi had recently to roconsider the (|ii(‘stioii of re-(»]»eniii^ 
the project estimate in coauection wllli the serious sliorta^e, in ^iew llellii, of resideiiti.al 
accoiiirnodation for olVufrs and clerks of all Ih'partnietitH which will, it is anticipated, 
be greatly aggravated on the iiitriMiuction of the m*w constitution,” 

Tills ITous(‘, as n^presentative of the people of this country’ and as the 
eiistodian of jinblie reveiines, has a right to know from the Governmeni onee 
for all what is their intention with regard to the tpiestion of transferring 
ofl-f'es fnnn Simla to Dellii and ricr rersa. Tf, as 1 have statial. tlie Gov- 
ermnent want to shirk this rpiestion and not to arrive at a ])roper deeision, 
thi.s House will be justified in refusing any fnrtlier grant for tbe extension 
of re.sidential quarters in New Delhi. With regard to that jioint. questions 
have been asked in this House, j myself was responsible for asking a 
question, perliaps some otb(‘r Members also Avere responsible for asking 
(jiiestions on tbe snbjeet. Hut. as usual, Ibi' Governimmt tried to evade the 
real issue and gave answi*rs whieb w(‘r(‘ not at all satisfaetory from tbe 
jmblie ]'oint of vi(‘w. If they inaki* up 1b(‘ir mind to abandon the Simla 
exodus, the (piestiou will arise as to the fate of the immense house propcTty 
Avliicb Avill be left in Simla. Now, Sir, opinion has been expressed in 
j many (piarters, and 1 think my Honourable friend, the 

Fin;ni<*e M<*mber, lias himself staled it this morning on 
the floor of the House that Avith the advent of the Federal Lc‘gislature. the 
liolding of the Simla Session Avill Iuiac to he abandoned. J do not jjro- 
nouiice any dcfiiiilo opinion on this project just noAv, but I haAT a right to 
ask as to Avbat Avill he the eoiidition with regard to the transfer of oITuk's 
and the ]>lea.sure trip of the high oflfieials on the hill top. Does this iriean 
that the highest <vftieials in the land aaiII eontinue to have their annual 
p]ea>iure trips at the expense of the taxpayers, but only the Members of 
the Federal Legislaturi' Avill be deprix^^d of the opportunity of eoming up 
to Simla. That, Sir, is a ])oin1 Avhieh must be earefully looked into. I 
really object that the rate iia.yei-s' money should lx* squandered in lakhs and 
lakhs every year for the jileasnre of a fexv individuals who might choose 
to eonie up to Simla Avitli their ofliees and clerks and their other establish¬ 
ments, v.'hilc, Ave, the repre.sentativos of the jieople from whose pockets the 
revenue comes should alom* lx* SAV(*ltering in the plains of Delhi. It is. 
therefore, necessary that (Jovernrnent slionld unfold Ili(‘ir plans definit(*ly, 
and should not' k(*ep anything up their sleev(*s. We should like to knoAv 
really what is their intention. Are they going to come u[) to Simla, leaving 
us to our fate in Delhi ? 

Thfro is just one (»1hor little point I should like to mention before 1 
pnK'ced further. Lalxjur coiiditioius in Delhi, being Avhat they are, \ sl^ould 
like to know Avhat arrangements hav(* been made for bousing the labour 
population there. A (piestion Avas aslu'd in this House in the last Session. 
Perha])s T Avas myself respcmsible for asking that qm*stion and some other 
Members also. The l\lnniei])ality of Delhi had given notice to many 
hundreds and thousands of eocilies, who were responsible for making New 
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Delhi what it is today, to quit their quarters. 1 understand their water sup- 
j)Jy was slop])ed and tJiey were asked to clear out and baj^f^age. J should 
like to know in that connection what is the arrangement whicli (iovem- 
ment contempJate to make in order to house the lafiour population of New 
Delhi. I mean the labour population wliich they will em])loy in building these 
adtlitional quarters jiroposed in tin* scheme before tin* House just now. 
Then, again, .1 sJiouId like? to liring to the notice of this House the scheme 
wJiicii is under contemplation. It is said that a scheme was worked out in 
IJl.'lO and that it was estimated that the demand tV)r resirlcntial act'orniiioda- 
lion then coinjirised additional quarters for at least officers and 
clerks, the firovision of wdiich cost about 79 lakhs. J should like to know 
what hai)pene(l to that scheme, as to how many ofiicials’ and ho^v many 
clerks' quarters were [u-ovided and iiow' many yet remain to he provided, 
ll is said llial tlu- seiieme was api>roved in ])rineiple, but Jiad to be post¬ 
poned (iW’ing to the diflicully of providing funds. I should like to know 
liow' far tin* tinaneial situation of tlie (iovernm(*nt of India has imjuM'ved 
to .justify them in embarking upon this costly project. If there is a 
j)l<‘tliora of funds at tin* disposal of Government, 1 should like to sulniiit 
that, tin* rate payers i)f tin* country were enlitled to the first relief. A 
portion of the taxation, with which they are biirrlened and under which 
tlM*y are groaning, ought to have* been reinitt(‘d. but, instead of tliat. I find 
that costly nrojeids are ninh'rtaken. 1 am int referring jirincipally to mis 
item Mhicli is on tin* agenda just now. There luive been so many other 
directi(ms of cx])cn(liture in which the intcrcMs of the rate i)aycrs have 
bei‘n lost sight (d*. “ Since 19J10, rates for buildings have dropi)“(l con¬ 

siderably, while moucy can also In* obtained at iinieh cheaper rates." The 
Honourable tin* Finance M(‘mb(‘r lias not enlightened the House a> to his 
seln‘]ue for providing nioin‘y at mueli cheaper rates for the buildimj of 
these quartiT.s. “ The Government of India therefore consider " the state¬ 
ment continues ** that the |u*esent moment is a suitable opportuiidy foi* re 
opening the project estimate, |)articularly in view of tin* s(*ri()us shortage 
<»f ipiarters." 1 find that in Simla also (piarters are being ]>rovidcd. Only 
recently some expenditure was incurred in ])roviding kitelnn arrangements 
for some of the M(*mhers of the Legislative Assembly oeenpying Longwood 
Hotel, New JiJoek. 1 (pjiti* weleome that piece of expenditure, but T shonJd 
like to know whether (iovernment have a settled idaii in tackling this 'pies- 
tion finally and definitely. 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : T should like to mention with 
reference to what the Hommrable Member has just stated that the provi¬ 
sion of kitchens at Longwood, which has been urged on me for some time 
j)asf, is a v(*ry small work costing a few thousand rupees. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : I have myself stated just now that I xvel- 
eome that project, and, as a member of tin* House Committee, T w^as 
rcsijonsible for reeomineiuliug the building of these cooking sheds. Tliore- 
fore, I do not grumble at that litth* bit of exjicnditure which the Honour¬ 
able Member’s Department has incurred. T should have liked him to spend 
a little more in that dir(*etion, if lU'cessary ; and I should like to know onee 
for all wdiat is up their sleeve in finally si^ttling this question of exodus 
and the permanent n*sidence of the Governmont of India in New Delhi. 
ITic statement says : 

As mafters stand at present, the staff of all Departments are being siib.ieeted 
to great, diffieulties in fimling suitable aeeoniinodation. During the winter season of 
1932-33, there w*as a total demand for 2,n.'»l married clerks’ (juarters and 290 ollieers’ 
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bunjjiilows, while oiil.v l,l)0L* (iiuirlcra aiul ISH Imiijialows were available I'or allot¬ 
ment. ’ ’ 

This House would like lo have a elear statement showinp: ui» to now 
how many <iuart(‘rs have been built, at what expenditure, both for ()!!ieers 
and elerks, as well as foi- Alembers of the Lej^Lslativc* Ass(‘mbly, and what 
is the cost of each <|uarter. Now, 1 understand that a i>ro,jeet is on foot 
for biiildiii” some additional tiuarters for AJeinbers of tlu' Lej^islature in 
New Delhi. Now, tiie House Committee met the other day, and has sub¬ 
mitted a reeomnieiidalion tiiat the plan of the new (ptartors should be 
.sub]jiitted to tin* House Committee for their approval in consultation with 
the Hn^ineer in charge of the Department conetUMied. I hope, Sir, the 
Honourable Mtonber's Dt'partment will look into the matter anti etnupiy 
witii tin retpiest made therein. 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : J have ahead \ promised that. 

1^ Gaya Prasad Singh : 1 am glad that my Honoural)le friend has 
promisi'tl to look into l!u‘ nnitter and to build those* tpiarters in etuisulta- 
tioii ^\iTh the rej)it‘si‘ntatives of this Houst^ on tht‘ House (\)mniitt(‘(* : 

A larg(' p:irt of tlie i‘lfri<*nl slnll find tlirniselvcs to I'hiK'Sf bitui'cii 

finding; accomiii(»d;ititai in the .'ilreadv (•\erei(»\\ded eitv of (^1.1 Delhi, «»r of shoriuy with 
those to whom it is ;illotled tlie Itisufnrifiit .‘ivnilable .‘reeomim.daticm in \ew' Delhi, to an 
extent tar in exeess of that wliieh wtuihl be a»lojited were tiiey alloweil reason;ible fr. edoin 
of i‘li(Jie(. ’' 

I should like the Government to throw more liiihl on this somewhat 
(‘omplicated scnlctua* vliieii ticdirs in th<‘ir prt)posal. What (‘xjm'IIn i.s tlie 
number of elerks w1h» n*>id(> in Old l)(‘lbi and what ait* iht* (piarlcrs avail¬ 
able to tlnni, anti how Government want tt> prt)vitle bungalows for them in 
New Jh*jhi, and i?i what Itiealily : 

“ The (lifli<'nlti(‘s ex|Krien<ed, for want of :{de«|nate nxsideiitiaI aer(mum»datitin, by 
the sii|ierlor statf are also well kimwn.” 

1 sliouM like It) undei'siantl elearly' what is iiit‘ant t>y' the siip(*rior rdatf ! 
Does it nd'er to Gaz(‘tletl < irii(*,*rs or t»nl\' to Mt)n-ga/.ettetl oftieei’s ! How 
inaM.v ol lliem have ionnd aet*ominotlalitni in Government buildings, and 
litiw m:ny of them havt* to be provided tor in the new [dan wliieli Govern- 
rueiit have before them : 

“ It ftiay ]m notetl that large numbers of oOieers are embarrassed every year by 
not kne.wiiig till the last mtmient whether they ean eonnt on li?idiiig any atvominodation 
at all in N(*w Delhi, while so?rie of the highest e!^'il .and milit.arv oflieials are nn.abU \ear 
after year (o proi-ure ;)n,\ (JoverKiiienf r**sidem i- aiirl an* eomi»elied to reside in hotels/” 

The monlion of the military offieials brings mo. Sir, to the (pn‘stion of 
acc<»mmo<lation for tfio MomliM-s of iJu* liogismturo in the Wosforn Hostol 
ill \o\\ Doliii. 1 undf‘i*stand tn.at last timo a ft*w Mf»mb«'rs of the* 
Logislativo Assornbly, who applied for (piartors in tln^ W<‘storn Hostel 
wore not provided with (piartors, just for the reason that they woio in 
occAipation of some of tlie military oHfict^r.s and officers of the Air Force. Of 
e(Utr.s(\ ] do not objec.t that thev should have been aetcommodated iu the 
Wesierii ITastt*!, but T should like to know definitely what is the plan of 
the Governmmit in (healing with applications for (pmrters from offic*(*rs of 
tlie Government and the Members of the Legislative Assembly in the 
\\ (?sterri Hosted. 1 unelecstand that the Western ITo.ste*l was built expre»ssly 
for the' ])nrf)os;e of the Members of tlm (Vmtral Le'gislature, and I think that 
tbe\V shemld be give*n a iirefcrential right to reside in the* We‘stern Hosted. 
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Ji' lhen‘ is aii extra aceemniodatiou available, then it should be made over 
to the civil or military ol'iiecrs of the Governiiient of India. In this eoii- 
iieetioii, 1 should like to brijig- to the notice of Hie Government one other 
reeoinmeiidalioii wliicli was made by the JloiLsc (Jommittee the other day. 
Jl was to tiie elfect that one block of the Western Hostel should be reserved 
for Members of the Assembly. 

Mr. President (The liojiourable Sir Shanmukham Chetty) ; 
The t bail- would like to know fruiii the llonourabie Member how Jouj^ be. 
will ^j)eaiv. In view of lijc advanced discussion on this motion, the Chair 
proposes to sii uiitii this motion is liiiished. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : 1 hoi)c, Sir, ^ uu are not sitting in the 

allcrnoon. 

Mr. President : The Chair prot»oses to adjourn the House after the 
Uiu-.sti(Mi is pill oil lliis niotimi. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Then I will take two or three minutes 
iiK.rc. I was suhiiiiliill*;, Sir. tiial the House Committee had made a rec'im- 
meiidatioii llial om* hlnck of iln* Western llo.Niel should he reserved for 
.Mciiiliiis will) ii\e in oiMImkIox nIvIc and that a kitelien should be ju'oviiicd 
helium' tin* l»lo»*k. in vic\N of all tliesi* eoiusidtu'atiuiis, to whielt Members 
oi’ ilii' lloii e have iLiiseu cxpievsion. 1 Jiope tile Honourable the Kiiiauce 
.\l*'iiil»i I or the Member in cdiar^e of tin* Ih partment will look into the whole 
,pie-lion. It vimuld not ne<- .ss^irily In* supposed that we are opposing the 
uein whicli is liei'ori u>, blit W(‘ siiouhl like to be enlightened on those poiiits 
io wiiicii ilir attention oi' the Coxornmmit ha.s been drawn in the eourse of 
the d<*hat(' this morning. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : Sir, I do not wish to make 
a long ^jM-eeli now. I wish only to take ad\antage of the opportunity \viiieh 
\oii lia\e gi\en me to aiiswer nr two points that have been made. In 
the lirsi place. n:\ I loiiouratil • friend. Mr. .Mitra, nd’erred to the distinction 
iM'lwerii ch cted aiiil nominated members of tin* Standing Finance Coiu- 
mlM.ee. 1 would lilo' to I'cmiiul the House tlial the Standing Finauee (‘oin- 
mitiee cojisistN <d' an <»fi(ieial <’hairmaii and 14 iinofTieial members elected 
h\ this House and that, at present, out of these 14 niemher.s. 11 are elected 
nuMiilM I’s and onlx .’I an- iiMminated members. One of tinvse lliree iioi^iinated 
members i> actually the imniinet' of oin* of tin* unofllieial parties in this 
IIoiMe. I tiiink there is im> <'(»mmit1ee which has a hand in transacting 
busiii'S.S in eonin'etioii with tin* Legislature which is so predominantly 
imonieiaJ in its eharaider as the Standing Finance Committee. 1 .am the 
only oflieial on ilie Committee and I have taken every opportunity that 1 
haxe iiad of testiiying to the very great as.sistaiice which 1 have always had 
from eM‘ry niemher of the Standing Finance ('onimittee, xvhether they b- 
eh‘cted or nominated. 

Tiien, Sir. my Honourable friend raised tlie (pnvstion of lack of informa- 
ti(ni. 11 llien* ba.s b(‘eii lack of m*ee.s.sary information, 1 sincerely apologise 
to llie House. I was not, as the Honourable Members knoxv, at the Stand¬ 
ing Financi* Coinmi1ti*e when tliis matter was taken up, and I confess I did 
not know if tlnuM* was any unsatisfied demand for information A good 
many (piestions have been asked in the eourse of this debate and, T am sure, 
I am entitled to say on behalf of my Honourable colleague, the Member 
for Industries and Labour, that his Department wdll go into all these ques- 
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tioiis and liiat. before the House is asked to take any further step in eon- 
neetion witli this programme, we will endeavour to i)ut before the House 
information on ail the points that Jiave been raised. 

Now, ?Sir, there is onl\ one oliu’r lliing that I wish l^> say and that is 
as jegards the general financial jiosition. There has been, I think, certain 
amount oT confusion in some of the remarks which hav(‘ been made by my 
Honourable friends oj)])osite between ea])Ual expenditure and eAp(‘n(litiire 
wiiicli lias to be charged io r.-venuc. I ne\(U- vmtured to static that, so 
tar as the budgetary jiositiou was concerned and so far as the balance 
bctwiM i! current revenue and tiie current expenditure was comi'rned, we 
hatl any justilication for looking forward to any deliniti‘ inijiroveiiient. We 
hoja* that things are getting bett<‘r. but there ci'rtainly is no t'eideiiee on 
V. Iiich i eaii express an opinion of tliat kind. What 1 did say that as 
legaixK the Uoveriiinenrs capacity lo undertake capital expmidifiire, llic 
t»osilinh liad entirely chaiig<'il. Jiut 1 w isii to .say now that ^\e should not. 
even in ilu* ])j'e.sent jiosilion. ourselv(*s jusiilied in uiubn-takiiig eapital 
expenditure which was going t(^ put npoii !li(‘ re\( nue position of the tioverii- 
meiit irj future any serious burdesi. In tie* ea.^e (-f tin* present pj’ojiosition, 
the 1 xpenditiire is, to a \<fN lai'ire exi«*nt, i-ennuierative. The sliglit differ- 
(‘n{*e thal may occur between ilie a(*!uai' r(*tnrn from the lettiiiii' of the 
houses and tJie interest that to be pr.id will, at an.N ran*, on tlie amount 
of expenditure which is now in eonl(nijdati<ui. not api»r»‘c‘iably alfect the 
Ttudget nr the (iovernim‘iit's powa r to remit taxatioji. We are not asking 
tile House to und(‘rtake an\ prole>*l wbdeh will .sui»siantially or appre(*iab!y 
d(*t(‘riorate the budgetary position. That, Sii*, mak(*s the fjositior pi‘i*fe(*tly 
clear and I will not detain the House any Inngtu* wdli m\ r(‘mark.' on this 
subject. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shaniuukhain Hhelty) : 
The (j nest ion is ; 

'PliMt i\ su]»|>h Hh'ii1aiy smii tioi .mm Uinv! !«•-. '.»,s|,Oi!n te the fie\«Mni,r 

(i**iieral in Coiinril to tin* rlro've: ^^ll^•h \\il! ••••ni* ai (Miitvsi* of |».*ivnu'nt diiriiij^ 

liu* I’lidiiig tlif r»lst dav oi‘ Mandi, ISiIM. in h*s|hm t of ‘ .Now (’aidtal Works at 

Delhi 

The motion was adopted. 

llic Assembly then a(ljonrin*d till Kle'vcn of the ('lock on Monday, the. 
llth Septemlier, i9;T3. 
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Tlio Assembly met. in the Assembly Chamber at Eleven of the Clock, 
Mr. l*rcsid<"nt CPlie llonoiirabh^ Sir Sfianinukiiam Chetly) in the t^hair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

l*Ii()(’EEDINGS OP THE SjiB-(N)M MlTTKi: OF THE WoRIjD ECONOMIC 

Conference dealing with Shipping Subsidies. 

762. ^Mr. K. C. Neogy : (a) Will Government be pleased to state if 
they have ree<‘iveil a copy of the oflieial report of tlie proceedings of the 
Siib-Comrnittee of the World Eeonomie Conference dealing with shipping 
subsidies, and if so, will Covt^nmenl be pleased to ]>LTce a copy of the same 
on tlie table ? 

(h) Will Government be pleased to state if their delegates to the 
World Economic Confenuice took j)art in ihe f^roecedings of the Snb- 
Committei* dealing with sliipping .suo.sidies, and if so, will Government be 
pleased to state what were the views expressed by them on that question ? 

(f , Will Government be pleased to state if they have been asked by 
the S(‘eretary of Stale to submit their vhnvs on the question of shipping 
subsidies, and if so, are Governnienl pre])ared to lay on the table a copy of 
the de.s])ateh they have forwardc’d on thi-^ .subject ? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Shore : (a) Yes. A copy of the Re¬ 
ports of the Monetary and Economic Conference has been placed in 
the Library of the Indian Legislature. 

(h) and (c). The reply to the first part of each of these questions 
is in tlie negative, and the second does not arise. 

Mr. K. C. Neogy : D(» 1 lake it that tlu* Government of India did 
imt give any instructions to their delegates in this matter 1 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore ; No, Sir. They did not. 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy : Why not. Sir ? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : Because they were not directly 
concerned with tin? matter. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : May I know, hovv they wen* not concerned 
with the matter ? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : I leave my Honourable friend 
to exercise his own iiitelligenee in the matter. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai ; I want better ihtelligenee from the Honour¬ 
able M (mi her. 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : I have too great a respect for my 
Honourable friend’s intelligcnco. 

( 1251 ) 
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Purchase of Shares by Government Servants in Joint Stock 

Companies. 

763. *lVIr. B. K. Puri : (a) Will Govermueiit he pleased to state if it 
is a fact that a Government servant cannot take any active i)art or be a 
partner in a private firm, but he can purchase shares in a joint stock 
concern ? 

{h) Is it a fact that a Government ser\’ant cannot be a proprietor, 
partner or editor of a newspaper ? 

(e) Will Government j)lease state if he can i)iirchase shares in a joint 
stock company owniii" a ])rinting jiress which may also bo publishing or 
owning a n<*wspaper in th(‘ same iiianiK'r as h(‘ can purchase shares in other 
joint' stock eonceriis ? 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : (a) Cnder rule In of the Govern¬ 
ment Servants' Conduct Rules (a copy of which is in the Library) a Govern¬ 
ment servant may not, without the previous sanction of the Local Gov¬ 
ernment. engage in any trade or undertake any eniploynumt, other 
than his public duties. Under rule 12 of the same Rules a Government 
servant may not make any investment (other than an investment in 
immoveable jiroperty permitted by rule 10 of the sann* Rules) which 
gives him such private interest in matters with which his public duties 
arc connected as would be likely, in the opinion of the Local (lovcrii- 
ment, to embarrass or influence him in the discharge of his duties. 

ih) It is laid down in rule IS of the Governnient Servants' (’on- 
diict Rules that a Government s(*rvant may not, without the jirevious 
sanction of ihe L<‘cal Government, ])eeome the proprietor in whole or 
in pari, or eondiud or participate in the editing or maiiairement (»f any 
newspajier or oilier periodical juiblientions. 

(c) I would refer th(‘ Honourable Member to niy answ(*rs to (a) and 
(h) of his question. 

Income-tax assi ssru ox rjii, Txcomk of Rai Battaditr Baxaksi Das oi 

Am BALA. 

764 *Sardar Harbans Singh Brar : (a) Will Government be pleased 
to state the amount of income-tax assessed each year on the ineo^ne 
of Rai Bahadur Baiiarsi Das, Rais, Banker and Mill-owner of iVmbala, 
during the last fifteen years 1 

(h) Are Govoniment aware tliat one Ka.rt.ar Singh, son of Khazaii 
Singh, has .submitted a menjorial, dated the oth dune, 1933. to His Kx- 
eellency the Governor of the THinjab. \*naking senous allegations against 
file !^»i Bahadur and the Inconie-tav Department regarding the Rai 
Baliadur's sueeessfnlly evading Ihe iiieome-tax assessment during the past 
fifteen years, althoutrh la- lieen enjoying enormous profits from his 
various eoneerns during the said period Tparagraydi 9 of the said memoi-ial 
deals with the subject in question) ? 

(c) Tf not, are Government ])repared to take early steps to secure a 
copy of the said memorial and take siiit-ihle action in the matter ? 

(d) If the aforesaid memorial has already come to the notice of Gov¬ 
ernment, will they be pleased to state what ateps they btfe already taken, 
or they propose to take, regarding the said matter t 



giTB6TfOK8 ANli ASSWEBU. 13BS 

(c) Are Goveriiment prei»ared to make an immediate enquiry mto 
thia matter f 

(/) If so, do Government propose to entrust this enquiry to a Bench 
I'onsistiiijif oi Iwo judicial offierrs^—one Kiirofieaii and one Indian—in view 
of til • serious allejirations of cheating against tlie Kai Bahadur and o{ 
corruplion against the Income-tax Department ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : (o ) j am debarred }ty the 
provisions of section 54 of the Indian Income-tax Act from disclosing 
any particulars relaling 1o an assessment proeeedn.g. 

(J y t*s. 

(r) Does not arise. 

u/. and </•). The (’ommissiener of Ineome-iax In making eiupiiries. 

(/) No. 

.ST.vrrs OF Tfachurs (»f the F.ast Indiaa^ Kailway Indian Schools. 

765. '-'Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen : (o) Are Goveniment aware 
that in replies U> (|Ucstion No. 296, parts (/>), (r) and (d), dated 8th 
Fehnifiry. l!h‘ld. and to qiu'stion \o. 319. parts (7>), (c) and (d*, dated 9th 
F(*hriiary. 1933, aftiriniiig the eorn^etness o*‘ the slalenients of Sir Cieorge 
Hainy on 25th February. 1928, that “ the schools of the Dvo of the biggest 
<'oni])auy-inan:ig(*(l Railways have come under fht (fitref cofttro/ rtf ihe 
sf(ifr*\ and on 21st February, 1929. “ that the schools are under our 
; and on 12th September, 1929 “that the schools are the 
proptu-ty (.r tlu Fast Indian Railway, and tlie East Indian R.dhvay belongs 
to (b)veruinerjt and T do not think there mu hr any ^louhf tliat ihey arc 
(!ur( rnturvf schools in that sense ” and in the re]dy to <|u(‘stion Xo. 31 in 
liie rniled Provinces legislative Gouneii on 19th February, 1932, stating 
that the Fast Indian Railway High School. Tumila “ belongs to the 
('••ntral Government (kn^rnirieni have rreognised that the East Indian 
Railway Imlian Svlu»oK im ludiiiir t^ie Easi Indian Railway Gakgrove 
School for Angl<»-Indian^ are “ Govenimeui Schools " ! 

i in If so. will Goveriiiiient plea.se state (f) wiiether the~sc sidiools are 
actually irrainl in the day to day admiiiistralion as w'cll / If not, 
why not ? 

(c> Will GoN(‘ruuieiit pleast* state if the.se schools are classified as 
G()\erum(‘ut schools in all Govt*ruuuMit returns .’ If not. wdiy not ? 

nh Are tlie committees attached to these schools advisory like tliose 
altaidied to ])rovineial Government schools, and having the same t>owers ? 
ft* not, w'hy not ? 

(r) Do tlie committees, attaelied to the Fast Indian Railw^ay Indian 
Seluuds iM>s.sess full “ jiroprietory ]mw’ets ’’ like those attached 
to privately-owned but Ctovernment-aided schools f If so, why 
have |>ow'ers to disburse Government funds been vested in these bodies f 

(/) Are Qoverninent aware that paragraph 10 of the rules and regu¬ 
lations for the managenunt of the East Indian Railwajr Schools lays 
down : “ The tciiching staff of the school shall be subordinate to the com¬ 
mittee through the TTomo-aiy Secretan*, aiid,ajl proposals ftn-, changes hi 
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the staff or their salai-ies shall bt- recorded in the Minutes of Proceedings, 
for eonliriiiatioii or otherwise, by the JSuperintendenl. All actual emjage- 
mcnis, discharges or dismissals shall he made hg the committee through the, 
Honorarg ISecretarg ” ! If .so. will (loveriinient phrase state if there is any 
school belonging to the Ijoeal or (V‘nlral (l(»vi‘riiiuent, or any otlier brancli 
of any Uailway (m- (loverjiuieni s< rviee. in which such i)(>we7*s over the 
destinies of (loveriiiiieiii servanl.'. havt‘ been vested in committees of this 
type ■! 

{(j) Are Ciovernmenl j)re])are(l to take immediate slej)s to insure to 
the teachers of East Indian Kciih\ay Schools greater security of service ? 

Mr. P R. Rau : {a) to (/). T would invite the llonoiirabh* Member's 
attention to tin* n*pli(‘s given to his pn‘vious question No. 274 and to 
Mr. A. Das’s question No. 604 on the same subject during this Session. 

ig) The (lovernment are not aware that tin* teachers of tin* East 
Indian tfadway are suffering under any <rrit*vanee in rt‘spt*e1 of s(‘enrity 
of service. 

Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen : May I know who is the Chairman of 
these seluml eommilttes ? 

Mr. P. R, Rau : There are various school committees and 1 do not 
think there is om* Chairman for all of them. 

Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen : Is it not a fa(*t that these school com- 
tniitees arc .rcmu'ally mismanaged ! 

Mr. P. R. Rau : I Jiav(‘ tio information to that elfect. 

Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen : Is it not a fact that ilie tail way scho'd 

at Tundla has Ix'cn informed by tin* Agent about the misniaiiagtoncnl 
of the (‘ommitt's? and that llie school has be(*ii threaleiied with abolition 
if it is not managed in a pro])er W’ay ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : 1 'iav<‘ no knowdedge about it, but if tin* II('U"ur 
able Member will jnit a question, I wdll obtain iid'ormatiou. 

CioviaiMNu Boimes of the flAPT Indian Raitav.ay S( tiools fob Indians. 

766. -Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen : ia) Will Government t^ease lay 
on the table of this House a statement showing the names and designations, 
wdth salaries, of the members of tbo governing bodies of all the East Indian 
Railway Schools for Indians ? 

(h) Will Government please lay on the table of this House a statement 
showing the names of the e.wntive officers, honorary secretarii s and 
managers of the various East Indian Railway Indian schools, and their 
official designations together w ith their nite.s of jiay, and also shf>wing what 
powers thf‘y enjoy in <tieir owm departments wdtb regard to the appoint¬ 
ments, control and punishments, including dismissal, discharge, etc., of 
their owm subordinates ;nid tlieir ])ow’ers and duties in Ibeir respective 
schools over tho teadiers and the bcadmastors ? 

(e) Is it a fact that the governing bodies of the E::s1 Indian Kaihvav 
Indian seliools contain a number of low'-paid, lower subordinates, sneh a ^ 
clerk.s. ticket-collectors, guards, etc., etc., w’ho are far inb'rior hi ediv'.'ition, 
status, T>^^y position to the teachers and he.admastcrs of the East Indian 
Railway Indian high schools whose destinies they control and govern 1 
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If so, why is such an arraiificinent perniilted V Arc Govcrninenl aware* of 
siieij an arranf^cnicnt cxistinj^ in any (lOvernmcnt school run by Local 
Gov(M-iini(‘n1s ? 

{(1) Do Government ])roy)Ose to brin^^ the administration of the East 
Indian Kailway Indian schools and the jjowers and positions of the com- 
milt<*-‘s attached to them into line with the administration of the com¬ 
mittees attached to the i*roviiicial (iovcrjinient schools 

Mr. P. R. Rau : ia) and ttov<‘rnment do not consider that 
any ])ul»lic purpose W(»uld la* served by the crdlection of lids detailed 
information. 

Ir) rn(hr the rul(*s arid rt‘^ulations for tin* irmna^^ement of the 
East Indian Railway schools the members cfuisist nf the ])r*incipal resident 
servants of the Railway Avho fuay In- willing: M*rve ;jiid sueli other 
resid»'nts in the neijrhbourhood as it may be desirable to have thereon 
and who may la* willinjj: to tak** an int*‘i*<‘st in tin* w^n’kiner of the school. 

(d) (fOV(‘rnnic!it do imt consider that it is n(‘('(‘ssary to follow the 
I>(iviii<da] (bivernmeiit strictly in the detaile<l rid<‘s for the adiidnistra- 
tion nf Railway s('hools 

Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen : Will (TO\a‘rnnieut consifier the desir¬ 
ability of improvinji’ th(‘ position of tljt‘s»* sclvo! eommiltees and 
eonferriiiL' greater ]>o\\ei* on I he headmasters of the scdiools with a view 
to enectin«„r better control and distdpline in tlie schools ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : If my TIonourahle friend has any su^^^o‘stions to 
make, 1 will c(uisider iheiii. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : Is it not a fact that the Superintendents 
are Presidents of these inana<rinfr committees V 

Mr. P. R. Rau : I do not know. But if my Honourable friend wants 
information, T .shall jret it for him. ^ 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : May I ask whetiicr it is tin* policy of the 
Government to abolish these schools altoirether gradually 

Mr. P. R. Rau : It is not t>racticahl(*, I am afraid. We tried to make 
the Proviticial Governments take these schools over, but there were diffi¬ 
culties in (he way. 

Pr()I*oski) of the Skam TitF. Hioh Goitut from Ai;uaiiab.\d 

ro LroKNi'W. 

7(17. *Mr. A. Das : Are Governmi'nt aware that the intention of the 
Pnited Provinces Government is to tmnsfer the seat of the TTi*rh Court 
from Allahabad to Lnekm-w ? na\e Government received any communi¬ 
cation on the subject ! If s(». \\ill^tln\v ]>lcasc lay a copy of it on the 
table of this House ? 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : Governmeut arc not aware of any 
sneb intention and have rcct'ived no commnnicalion on the subject. 

Titrottoii Bogies between certain Stations. 

768. *Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad ; (a) Will Government b(‘ pleased to 
state whether any first and second class bogie is attached to the trains at 
the capital of the Bihar Province for Delhi. Kalka, Tjahore, or Debra Dun ? 
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(b) Will Govorniiu'iit b^. pleased to stat:e from whieh .stations througli 
bogies go to (?) Delhi ; {ii} Kalka ; (Hi) Lahore ; and (tv) Dehra Dun ? 

Mr. P. B. Rail : (a) Not at present, but as T informed llie House the 
other day it is jjroposed from the 1st October to attacii such a carriage to 
rutt between Patna and Kalka via Allahabad in siiwimer and to Lahore 
in winter. 

(1)) The information, is contained in the lime tal>les of the Railways 
coneerned. 


Rt^vnixg of Mail Train's TriRouoii Patna. 

769. Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : Is it a fact that there is a proposal 
that no mail train should jia-ss ria the main line toiiehing the eapital of 
the Bihar province on the East Indian Railway ? 

Mr. P. R. Ran : No. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : May 1 know v.'hieh mail train will pass 
through Patna ? 

Mr. P. R. Ran : 5 T'p. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : 1 believe a bogie will be attaehed to that 
for Delhi ? 

Mr. P. R. Ban : Yes, Sir. 


RxrNNiNG OF A Tiiroi oh Bogie uetwhen two Stations. 


770. *Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : Will Governmcni be pleased to 
state what is the number of ])asseiigers which in their opinion justifies the 
running of a through bogie betwe<'n two stations ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : Government are not prepared to expre.ss an opinion. 
It depends on varying factors, sueh as the seating capacity of the «*ar- 
riages in general use, th(‘ fluctuating nature or otherwise of the traffic 
and so on. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : Will Government please state the factors 
which aflCect these ? 1 find, in reply to sevei^l of ray questions, the 

Honourable Member says that the number of the travelling public does 
not warrant the running of trains or attaching bogies, f want to know 
all the factors. 


Mr. P. B. Rau : T have already said that the decision of this question 
dftpends upon varying factors such as the seating capacity of the (;ar- 
riages, the fluctuating nature of the traffic or otherwise, and so on. 


Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : 

factors which are concerned ? 


Are Government prepared to state all the 


Mr. P. R. Ran : T am afraid it is not possible for me i.o give an 
exhaustive reply to this question. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : May I know if there is any rule laid down 
that a train will be run if there are so many passeng(»rs and a bogie 
will be run if there are so many passengera ? 

R^. Ran : There is no such. rule. 

' Is ^ .1-5.; • V i-.: ! ■. ' . l;,.i ■ Jist ; . i- . ■ . . i ’ ■ 
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Death of one U. Bagchi, a Dei'enu in the Deoli Detention Camp. 

771. *Mr. M. IMLiswood Ahmad : (a) Is ii a fact that Mr. H. Bagchi 
of Bajshalii District, a clct(Miu in Deoli Detention Jail died on the 22ud 
August. 193J ? 

(/>) Will Ooveriuiient be pleased to state the cause of the death of the 
detenu ? 

(r) Will Government please state the conditions on which Mr. Krishna 
Gojial got the permission to cremate the body ? 

Mr. T. Sloan : («) and (?>). The detenu died on the 21st August of 
pneumonia followintr an operation for appendicitis. 

(<■) .Messrs. Krisluia Gopal (turg and JS. Ii. Gupta of Ajiii(‘r wei'e per- 
iiiiitcd to cremate tlie body on the understanding that it would not be 
taken in proeivssion. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : Will Government be j)leased to say why 
tlo'se restrictions wt*r<* inij)ost»d for taking tlie dead body '• 

Mr. T. Sloan : 1 think tlie reasons f()r imposing these conditions are 
oh\ ions. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : What are those obvious reasons ? 

Mr. T. Sloan : Bemnise the Commissioner did not wish to have a 
demonstration made. 

Mi*. M. Maswood Ahmad : Are Government aware that even the 
Generals of enemies are respected after their death ? 

Bfr. T. Sloan ; 1 do not think the Government consider thi^ gentle¬ 
man as an enemy. 

Mr. M. Htaswood Ahmad : Do G(»vernment consider these 
naliorifdists, who have lieen detained without any charge and without 
any trial, as worse than the Generals of enemies ? 

Mr. T. Sloan : No, Sir. 

FAiiiiriiE OF Water at the Kurukshetra Station .after the 

Solar Kclipsi.. 

772. "^Mr. M. BH^wood Ahmad : (a) Is it a fact that the Railway 
water supply failed at Kurukshetra station immediately after the solar 
eclipse, which dishn^aled the train traffic for some hours ? 

(f)) Are Government aware that passengers suffered considerable in¬ 
convenience as no water could be obtained V 

(r) Is it a fact that several women and children collapsed duo to 
RoMrciil^ of AfRluer T 

(d) What action do Government propose to take to avoid a recur- 
row^c of such trouble in future 1 

Mt. Fi Rl RM: Government are aware that certain allegations to 
this effect appeared in eertain papers. Enquiries were immediately insti- 
luted, and it was found that thes<^ wi^re based on inaccurate inform-ation. 
They were, I understand, contradicted later, the actual facts fire that at 
about 19-15 hours it was found that the water level in the high servicR 
tank had fallen to nine inches owing to the waste of water which was then 
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taking place d\w to tajis not being closed after use, and it was therefore 
then decided in order to refill the high seiwice tank to shut off Ihe water 
to ilie Mfhf passenger area until 1^0 hours, when the supply was re-opened. 
Not a singh* ordinary or Sjieeial train was detained due to lack oi’ water 
and actually during the jieriotl in wliich it was alleged that no trains were 
able to leave, five ordinary passcuiger and Ki Mrla Specials left 
Kiirukslierra. Had any such serious shortage of Avater occurred, as w^as 
allegetl, it would not hav(‘ b‘‘(‘U possibli* to have* run dft Mela Speci^ds in the 
first 24 hours Avhieli is a liigher figure than that obtained in J02H on the 
last occasion of the Solar Eelijise at Kuruksln tra. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : May 1 know if there was some deF(‘et in the 
tank for Avhieh the water went down •’ 

Mr. P. R. Rau : 1 have be(*u inforined that the water level in the 
high serviei' tank fell to 9 inelies owing to th(‘ waste of water wlmdi was 
then taking ])Jac(‘ t)y ta]is being kept o])(‘n. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : May I know what was the arrangement to 
see that taps wei-c not interl‘ei*ed with like that ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : It is not ]>ossiblc to detail a railway servant to close 
ta})s after use liy every fiasscnger. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Was there no siipmunteiidenct* over the 
water that was alloAved to be used ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : In a largt* crowd such as wc find at a Mefa^ it is 
obviously inipossiljle to set* that every liassenger who uses the lap turns 
it off after use and it must be left to the good sense of the ])asscngers 
concerned. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : May J know how many pipes were there 
to be tap])ed ! 

Mr. P. R. Rau : Perha]>s nij' Honourable friend will give me notice 
0 ^ that quest ion, 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : Did any one collapse ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau ; To the best of my information, there Avas no such 
incident. 


Payment made to tde Indian Branch of the Ross Institute. 

773, *Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : Do GoA^ernment pay any amount to 
the India Branch of the Ross Institute ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : No, Sir. 

Representation of the Government op India at the International 
. Wheat Conferenci’. 

774. -Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : (a) Will Government be pleased to 
state wheJxcr or not they were represenUni at the International Wheat 
Conference 1 

(b) Wil] Government be pleased to state whether they are aware 
of the extent to which the agreement on the subject, if any, will affect 
India T 
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Mr. G. S. Bajpai : (a) India did not take part in the recenc con¬ 
ference between the rour principal wheat exportin<r countries in their 
siibseepient nefjotiations witli European wheat irnportinjr countries. 

(b) India is nf)1 a parly to the airreenu'nl to restrict production 
wJiicIi is i«‘|M)rtc(l t<' lia>e been arrived at fx'te'ccn lln* Tuitid Stales, 
(-anada, Australia and tlie Arj^entine. It is not yet possible to predict 
the efr<*ct of' tills ajrreenient on India. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad .* Have Oovernnient examined the (pie4ion 
whet her this ajireemcnt will alTeet India or not ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : Ves, Sir ; anil their own present conclusion is 
ihat it will not alTect India at all. 

Dhlf.MLMKNT OF .VN EnOINE AND SOME liooIES NEAR ClIINrOT, NoRTU 
\\' 1 :s'r \ni \ R a i l w a \. 

VTf). -Miy M. Maswood Ahmad ; Will Government be pleased to 
state th(‘ full facts of the derailment of an enjrim* and some botfies. on 
account of tht‘ t'hiniot landslide whieh took place on Tuesday, the 22nd 
Anjrust, Ifk'ld V 

Mr. P. R. Rau : I’lie re]>ort received from the North Western Rail¬ 
way slioM's that as a result of a landslide the eOiline and tMO loading 
\( hi(dcs of \(». ]:\s I)(»wn I^a.ssenirer train got derailed on the 23rd 

A’.ijjiist. 1!).‘{.‘>, in the cutting between Kot Amir Shah and C'hiniot stations 
on tljc Sargodlia-Lyallpur Section of t,he Nortli Western Railway. 
Theie were no casualties, Tlic train service was resumed on the 30th 
August. 

Va(’.\N( IE.S IN TMi: Gazfitiip Rank in tiii; Railway Sinivu’Es. 

77G. -Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : lai U it a faci ihat four vaeancies 
in the gazetted rank in the Railway Services have oeeiirred .’ 

{In Is it a faet that (lovenincMit want to recruit three Eurotieans and 
one MadJ-a.si f(»r I lie four vacancies mentioned in part (a) ? 

(r) Is it a faet that (loxernnKun liave reipiested th(‘ Seeretary of State 
to S(*iul three l’]un)peans for the vaemcies ? 

(d) Will (lovernment he ]>leased tn state wliether qualified men were 
not avaihd)le in India ? 

(e) Will (iO\erninent i»<‘ phased to slate the qualifications recpiired tor 
these appointments 1 

Mr. P. R. Rau : My Honourable friend has since informed me that 
he is ndVrring to State-managed Raihvays. I am nor aware of any 
proposal to recruit three Europeans and one Madrasi to th-^ Superior 
Railway Services as stated by the Honourable Member. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : Was there any vacancy on the Jbirma 
Railways ’ If so, did the Agent request the Railway Board to send one 
man for the post of an Engineer ! 

Mr. P. R. Rau : I think there was a vacancy in the Electrical 
Department of the Burma Railways and steps are being taken to recruit 
for the vacancy, in India. 
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Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : Is that the geiitleniaii who is nieutioued 
in this question f 

Mr, P. R. Rau : 1 am not aware that anybody is mentioned in this 
question. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : Has any letter been issued by the Railway 
Board to the High Commissioner in England for reeniiting three Euro¬ 
peans either for State-managed or for Company-managed Railways f 

Mr. P. R. Rau : t eannot say about Company-managed Railways 
until my Honourable friend tells me what Conipany-managetl Railway 
he is nd'erring to and what departiiieiil he refers to. As retrards Slate- 
managed Railways, 1 have already said that there is no proposal to 
reeruit three Europeans and one Madrasi, and no sneli letter has issued 
from the Railway Hoard to the High Commissioner. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : May I know whether officers in a Company- 
maraged Railway are reeruited hy the Directors of the t.'omitany nr by 
the Rai'way Board ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : By the Directors, Sir. 

Fixation’ of tuf I)\Ti a\j> loi? Diffkhf.vt Stammvo Committfks. 

777. =^Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : Do Government pr(q)ose to fix the 
date and time 1'()r meetings of different Standing Comniitte(*s in (*oiisulta- 
ti(»ii witli lh(‘ Secretary of tlu* Legislative Assembly ' 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : Ther<‘ is already a standing 
insiriietion that Departments should consult the Secretary, Legi.sla1ive 
Assembly, as far as possible, before fixing the times for meetings ('C 
(\>mmittees of which Members of the Ijegislatiire are niemlnTs. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : Is it a fact that there was a meeting of 
the Standing Finance Committee for Railways in the end of August and 
that tlien* was another meeting of the Standing Committee on IIed.iaz 
on the same day ? 

The Honomrable Sir Joseph Bhore : 1 think my ilonourable friend 
is right in his suggestion. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : Was any representation made to the 
Leader of the House in this connection that it is impossible for common 
members to attend both these Committees? 

The Sonourable Sir Joseph Bhore : I think my Honourable friend 
did suggest to me that it was impossible for him to attend both at the 
same time. 

Mr. Ms, Maswood Ahmad : Is it a fact that after thia suggestion, 
the interval between the two meetings was only reduced ? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : T am sorry if my Honourable 
friend was put to any inconvenience in this matter, but he will realise 
that the fault did not rest with my Department. The actual change 
of time was made by another Department, but we shall do our best to 
sec in future that the standing instructions are observed. 



(QUESTIONS AND ANBWXXfi. 


1261 


Mr. B. 0. Mitra : Will Qoveriiment also see that these committees 
a It! not called lx; fore 11 a.m. which suit only those who are accustomed 
to Kiiropean style of living ; tlie time should suit also those who are used 
to Indian style of living and have their own hours of taking food at 
10 <»r J0-;10 a.m. ? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhor^ : My Honourable friend must 
realise that in a crowded session like this, it is essential make use of 
every pn.ssiWe moment that we can get. 

Mr. 8. C. Mitra : Then why is no meeting held at l -iO p.m. or on 
Sundays, simply hevaust* it is ineonveiiient to ofHcial Memiieis ! 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : My recollection is that one 
o('C};sin|] when a me«-tinir nf tin* Railway Stainiing Kiiianee t.’onimlttee 
v'lr. ealie<i on a Sunday, there was a general protest in this House. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : May I know if it is a fact that in the 
Siaiidimr t'(niimitter im'etiiiir nf that day. tliei*e was nni a single item on. 
tl.e agenda which could not be p<»stponed for a day i 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : 1 am afraid I do not know the 
agiMida of the Ha.j (Vuninittee meeting of that da.v. 

Mr. Vidya Sag^r Pandya : Ts it jiossihle to discourage a Member 
of this Housi*' being on too many Standing Committees ! 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : The remedy is In the hands of 
Honourabh* Members themselves. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : May I suggest that the information about 
3ioffces of Committee meetings may be sent to the Secretariat of the 
Assembly when the.v may be in a position to point out in time, if the 
limes for two or more meetings clashed t 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : I have alread.\ said that we 
hope that arrangements will be made to see that this .standing instruction 
is more elosely observed in future, 

SciKioi. Hoii.nrKi;." o\ the Rjdok New Delhi. 

778. '■ Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen : (a) Will Government please 

state what is llu total cxpendituie ineurrod on the .seh<x)l buildings on the 
Ridgt‘ at .Vew Delhi 7 

(b) What are the schools that have been lotiated in the above build¬ 
ings ? 

(c) What is the number of students and teachers in those schools t 

(ff) Has any provision been made for the residential accommodation 
of the teacliors ? Tf not, do Government propose to take up the question 
of the residential aecommodntion of these teachers in the building pro¬ 
gramme that has been sanctioned recently T 

Mr. O. S. Bajpai : (n) Rs. 4,53,532. 

(6) and (r). A statement giving the information asked for by the 
Ifononrable M^herlAid on* tha^ taMa . - 
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(d) Provision is being made for the residential accommodation of 
teachers. 


Statement the name^s of amt the vinniter of te^chern and students in the Schools 

tocateit on the Hidge, Siov Delhi. 


No. 

Name of the Hcliooi. 

1 

i 

No. of 
t(‘achi‘rs.* 

StudciitH. 

During 

Summer. 

1 >uring 
Winter. 

1 

Municii)al Boys High School 

lil 

407 

WKI 

2 

Bengali Boys High School .. 

12 

2(i2 

262 

3 

Municipal Boys Primary Scliool 

1) 

im 

r>60 

4 

Madrassi Priinarj^ School 

o 

22 

80 


•Note.—S omci temporary staff is engaged to efn>e with the increase of boys in winter. 


Nomtxation of AlrMiiiifts of ihl Nlw Dfijit Mu.vicii'A'l Committee. 

779. 'Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen : Will Government please 

state the iiiiuiIkt ami the Jiatiies ot lie* members of tlie New belhi Muni¬ 
cipal Cojnmitteo ? What is tlie ))rinci])le ou Avliich the iioiniii.dioiis iiave 
been made ? 

{b) Will Govenunent plea.se stale the niimlKT of Bengal! rvv'.idLmts in 
New Delhi and state why no nominations were made from tliat community ? 

(r*) Ls it a fact that a very large number of the official iion-migratory 
population of the non-gazetted i-ank exists at New Delhi ? If so, why has 
no nomination been made from among this class of officials ? 

(d) fs it r, fact that re]>resentntion has been allotted to the Imperial 
f^eretariat Association rniigrator\ ). but th.it representation of the local 
Civil Account:'; Association wa.s refused ? If so, why ? 

(f j Are Government considering the desirability of remodelling the 
Municipality so as to allow rep re.sen tat ion of the various provincial com¬ 
munities living in New Delhi f 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : fflr.) I lay on the table a statement wliie.h gives the 
inf<nTnation asked for in the first part of the Ilonou-able Meinber^s 
question, Nominatioms are made with regard to two principles, viz., 
the saf(‘gnarding of the interests of Government whicli has tlie largest 
share of any rate payer in New Delhi and, consistently with this, to 
provide a non-official element which can speak for non-ofPeial interests. 

(h) The total number of Bengalis in February, 1931, (last census) 
was 2.469. Nominations are not made on any sectional basis. 
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(c; TJie reply to the first part of the question is in the aihrinative. 
As regards tlie second part, 1 would invite the llonouiable Alember's 
allentioji to the answer 1 liave given to parts (a) and (6) of this question. 

{</) 'the ni])ly to the first part of the question is in the affirmative. 
The (hvil Accounts Association asked for representation on the A'ew Delhi 
Miinieipa* ('ominittcie, but it was not found possible to grunt this request. 
(>) No. 

iiUilf.mt :ii sUawing the number and namea of the nu mbers of the \ew Dalhi Municipal 

Commit tee. 

pt t sidnit. 

Mr. I‘\ T. .loMos, M.V.O., V.J)., Ofliciatiiifr Chief Engineer, Ccutial Public 

Works Dcpiirtiiiciit, New Delhi. 

M( mt}r)s. 

!. SMj)erinteii«ling Kiigineer, I <’ircle, Control Public Works Deparriiiciii. New 
Delhi. 

-. The (’hi<‘f Auditor, Raihvuy Clearing Aecounts, Delhi. 

ii. The (hvil Surgefui, New Delhi (or, during the Civil Surgeon’s ibseiic© in 
.suiiiuier uionths, llu* Assi.stant Surgeon in charge Civil Ilosjutal, New 
Delhi). 

•1. The Assistant Director of Public Health, Delhi. 

Ttu* Superiutcndeiit of Education, Delhi. 

•». 'I’lie Lund and I)evelo])nieiit Oflicer, New Delhi. 

7. Superintending L.nj^ineer, 11 Cirele, Central I’ublie Works i)epavtn'.>*nt, New 
Delhi. 

.itni name. 

1. Mi. li. T. liu.ssell. Cliief Archite<*t, (Vntral Public Wtirk'* Departineii’. N('w 
Delhi. 

L’. Mr. (\ a. Hlomtield, New Delhi. 

Mr. 11. N. Kljunna, (’ounn*‘rce Department, Oov. rninent of India (repn'sentin^ 
the Imperial Seeretariat As.soehition i. 

■I. S. P. Sanlar Sobha Singh, New Delhi, 
a. L. Jagdish Pershad, New Delhi. 

(5. K. S. Chaudhri Akbar Ali, New Delhi. 


Mr. Lalchand Navalrai: May T know' why the elective system is not 
being iiitroduecd in the Ncav Delhi Municipality which is supposed to 
he a progressive municipality f 

Mr. 0. S. Bajpai : As T explained on an earlier occasion, we have 
coni(‘ to the eon elusion that for the time being it is best to carry on 
with a noTiiinated Committee. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : May I know w'hat that length of time is 
going tv) bo ? 

Mr. O. 8. Bajpai : My ITononrable friend would not expect me to 
fix a limit to that. T should say, at least for the next three or four 
yea rs. 


UssKuvATiov or :th Impikiai. C(»asttno Trade to Htittisit Svtitps. 

780. *Mr. K. C. Ncogy : (rt) Will Oovernment bt‘ pleasovl to state 
if th(* question of reserving the Tnifierial coasting trade to British ships 
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wss disc«.ss»‘d by a Sub-Coiiuuil tee at the last Ottawa (Jonfereiice, and if so, 
will Government be pleaised to stale the views expressed by the delQgaies 
from India at tlnit (’oiirej-enee on that subject ? 

(//) Will (roveninieiil bi* pit'ased to .^late wlieilier they liave received 
any eonnnuiiicritlt»ji i'roni tue Jiulia Otbei o?i tiie subject ot reserving the 
Imperial coasting trade to liriti.sli ships, ami if so. will Government be 
[deasod to ‘-late whether they hav.' submit tod any represeiilaiion to tin* 
India Oftice mi liie '*iil)ject ? 

*((•; If the answer to (//, be in the aflirmative. are Goveriinien{ pre¬ 
pared to lay a (*(vpy of their iN‘preMMitation on tlie talde ! 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : w/l The attention of the Honour- 
able xMenilier is invited to the reply given by me to a somewhat similar 
<piestioii, on the same subject, asked in the Legislative Assembly l>y 
Air. Ti. Das on the 2Sth November. 1932. 

(b) The answer is in the negative. 

(c) Does not arise. 


J*RiOTK(TJOX TO FOE IXOIAX SHir*PIXO (V)MI»AXTI«. 

781. *Mr. K, C. Neogy : ((/• lla.> tlie attenlion of Government been 
drawn to the followiii<jr obscu’vatioiis uuoie by Sir Alfred Watson in reply 
to (piestion No. 4d38 during tin* enurse of Ids reemit evidence lad'on* tin* 
Joint S.Ject (Vminiittee of l^arliainent ; 

“ r ;i]ii lioiiiHl t-o s;i\, ,s|»r;fkiiii; Jis iJii KijrojM*;ii), llj.'if tin* Indimis h;jV( ;j i for 
a ‘‘liaif in tlair roastal ; .'ijol allfiou}>li I tlu* Pill voiv stroiijflv 

bocaasr it savonrci! of r\]»nijiri:iti«m, 1 that Indian <'(»mj»any afti-.' Indian 

(■oiijfiaiiy wliicli ornloavonrod to 4k*volop a coastal sorviro has been tiii.'imd.ally hliattiMcd 
by the licaNy combination of tlu- British interests. I think thost* lUitish interests have 
to vea'i^e in the future that tliey must b* prepared f4*r a ri'al partiuo'ship and must 
admit Imlians te a slian'—at lea^l a shan* in tla-ir roastal trad*/’ 

(h) If the nnstver to L/' be in tin* aftirmativi*. will Oovernnn*nt te* 
pleased to stale what st(*ps they have taken or projtose to take to protect 
Indian S;liip])ing eonijianies from bejn^r “ tinaneiall.v siiattenal by ihe 
lieavy (junbination of tin* lb’iti'>li inten'.sts " and to secure for them an 
adefjuate sIuitt of tin* tra<le in their home waler-v and on tin* ov**rseas ? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Eliore : (a) Govemment have seen tlie 
obsei-xations referred to. 

lb; Tin* attention of tlie Honourable AIeiid)or is invite*! to tlie replies 
given to somewliat similar questions asked in the Lf*gislativ.* Assembly by 
AJr. S. (' Shahaid and Mr. D. Das on the 29th Jannar>% 1931, and the 
29lh Alareli, 1932, respectiv(*ly, and in the (■ouneil of State by the Honour¬ 
able Lala Jiigdisli Prasad on the 8tli Marcli, 1933. The whole (piestion of 
the deve1o])inent of an Indian Mercantile Marine has Ix'cn engaging the 
attention of the Government of India for somt* time past, ajid they have 
rt peatedly expressed the opinion that a solution of this diflRcult jn-obleiri 
sh(*uld, as far as possible, be found in an agre(*d settlement betw’een the 
interests concerned. I am glad to be able to inform the Honourable 
ATe.mber that considerable progress has Iiecn nia<le in that diree^tkMi. 

Dr, Ziauddin Ahmad : May I mA whether the HonouraMe Member 
agrees with the observatWaa made hj fiir Alfred 'WAtsgn Y 
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The honourable Sir Joseph Shore : 1 think that zny personal 

opinion does not matter very much. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : 1 did not ask the personal opinion of the 
Iltjiionrahlo Member. On the floor of the House 1 ask the opinion of the 
Governjncnt. 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Shore : My IlonourabJe friend did nr)t 
make that clear. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : I now make it clear that I nsk the opinion 
(A’ liic Honourable Member for Commerce. 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Shore : My llonourablt^ friend is still 
askin^r for an o|>inion ; but the views of the Government of India have 
b<»en very definitely laid down as will be seen from Mr. Neoprynext 
(piestion. 

Mr. S. Das : Did it not surprise the Honourable Member to find 
sucli an e3fi)resKion of opinion from Sir Alfred Watson on liis retirement 
from I.ndia *? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Shore : That is hardly a matter which 
calls for a reply. 

Mr. S. Das : I would like to know the TTonourabh* ^Mi'inber's nj)inion 
• *n ilie p(»in1. 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Shore : I re^^ret 1 am not pre[)ared *o 
i'i>’c any opinion on the point. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Knowing the antecedents of Rir Alfred 
Watson. 1 think nobody shoidd be surprised at the expression of this 
opinioTi. 

rAi{Tn n*.\Ti(>N OF l.NDiAN Shipping in the ('oastai. and tlvERSEAs Tradi. 

OF India. 

7M2. ^Mr. K. C Neogy : 'o) Wdl <crnnieut In* :)lcase<l to st^tc 
ir it is lln‘ir ]>oli(*y to take ste}»N for ])rovIdiiPj an mlcouate ]>ar1ieip:ition of 
Indian shipping. 

</• in ill** coastal ti*a<lc of hnlir. 

(//i ill till' oversiTp trade of India ? 

\h ] Will (lovcrimieiit be pleased to state if they announeed, at the 
cnil of ilie t^1iip]>ing Conferenee convened by them in lOilO. that the 
n'spousibility for taking further steps for the deselojunent of Indian 
sliippincr In llic coastal and overseas trade of India will rest on tiiem ? 

li Will Govci*nment bt* pltTiscd to state if in September. 10.^‘J. they 
further contiiTne<l tludr policy reu.u’diug the development (»f Indian ship- 
|iing by stating in the Legislative Aswembly “ tliat Government are parti- 
enlarly anxious t() facilitate the growlh and the expansion of the c^»astal 
Iradt* of India in so far as that coastal trade is operated by Indian agencies 
and through the instrumentality of Indian e.apital ? 

(d) U the answer to (a), (h) and|or (o) be in the efiBnuative, will 
Government be pleased to state the slaps they have taken, or propose to 
take, for an adequate particMtatiou and devekopmeut of Indian shippmg 
both in the coastal and the overseas fmdeM .India I' 
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Ihe Honourable Sir Joseph Shore : (a), (b) and (c). The reply is 

in tho aftirniative. 

[d) The attention ol' llie Honourable Member is invited to the reply 
just given by me to his (juestioii No. 781. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : May 1 ask what stej)s liave Govi'rnnient 
taken to realise the object underlying these questions ? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : As J liave explained, Govern¬ 
ment hold the view thal this very difficult jiroblem can only lie settliid by 
general and mutual agreement between the jiarties concerned. So far 
as Government an* concerned, they have taken every opportunity to try 
and bring about such agreement. ] am glail to be able to say that their 
efforts have in reciuit times been successful, and 1 can assure this House 
that, so far as the Goveriinient are concermul, it will be thidr constant 
endeavour to see that the development of the Indian-owned mercantile 
marine is steadily kept in view and steadily pushed forward. 

Sardar Sant Singh : May 1 know if the Government propose to 
introduce any legislation to jirotect this trade in (*ase tin* llritish com¬ 
panies do not agree adequately to jirotect the int(*rests ol* the Indians V 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : 1 do not propost* to rejily to a 
hypothetical question. 

BIr. Lalchand Navalrai : May 1 kn(»w from the Honourable Member 
if any eonferenci* for considt*ring thes<» agreeineiUs is being called I 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : No : no conferenet* is b(‘ing 
called ; ])ut I think the reply to tin* next (piestion of my Honourable 
friend, Mr. Neogy, w'll sh<'W iluil a loov arrangement has b(*(*n arrived at 
recently. 

P.\KTn n’.\'iION oi’ l.vDi.A.x nc. i.n int Go.vstal .vnd Ovkuseas Tu.\de 

{w India. 

783. ^Mr. K. C. Neogy : (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
if their good offices wen* ever utilised in bringing about an agreement 
between the British shipjiing eompanics and the Indian shipping comjianies 
engaged in tlic coastal trade of India ? 

{h) If the answer to jiart (a) be in the affirmative, will Government 
be pleased to staU* whether any new arrangement that might liave been 
reached with their helj) effectively provides for an adequate particijiation 
of Indian shipjiing both in the coa^stal and overseas trade of India ? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : (a) Yes. 

(h) I am not in a position to give details, but the arrangement 
referred to by the Honourable Member provides substantial further 
opportunities for the development of Indian shipping. 

Tlflr. B. Das : Is it not a fact that since the rapprochement between 
Sir [..eslic Iliulson rcpn*sentinir the B. I. S. N. Go, and my friend, 
Mr. Mody, re])n*scntirur llif* Seind'a Steam .Navigation fCompany, these 
two gentleman have forirn'd an <*ffcnsive and defensive alliance and that 
Sir Leslie ITndson defendcil the Cotton Yarn T(*xtile Pmteetion Bill 
which was passed the other day ? 
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The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : 1 am not awaro of any such 
alliance between my Honourable friends r(*ferred to. 

Mr. B. Das : Js it not a fact that last Session, before this agreement 
was reached, my friends, Mr. Mody and Sir Leslie Hudson, were seen 
always closetted toj^ether in Ifie lobby and also in the House 

Grip:vances of the Indian Shipping Companies. 

784. *Mr. K C. Neogy : (a) Is it a fact that a deputation of Indian 
ship-owners waited upon His p]xeellency at New Delhi in October last 
and subniit1(*(l to Ills Excellency the i^rievano.es of Indian shipping and 
|)()in1ed oiit to him that if timely help was not given, Inrlian Sl i;.»pinir 
Coniparjies. and <*specially llie small Indian Steamshi]» Companies on tIjc 
west coast of India, would he wiped out of existence owing to the unfair rate 
war and other mean.s adopted h> tiic Hritish vested interests ? 

(/>) If the answer to part CO be in the affirmative, will Government l)e 
ph*ased to state what steps tlnw have taken to prevent the small Indian 
Stt'am^^hip (’oiid)anjes fnmi being wipr‘d out of existenc(‘. and whetin-r they 
are aware that the freiLdit war Crirrietl on against them by the British vested 
interests has eeased V 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : (a) Yes. 

(h) Th<* Honourable Member is referred to the reply given to 
j»art ih) of his (juestion No. 7S1. The ease of tlje small Indian Steam¬ 
ship Companies has also h(‘en borne* in mind in that conn(*etion. 1 
liave, however, very recently ree(‘ivt‘d a fnrth(‘r rej)n‘sentation oti this 
subject, ami am making impiiries into the pres(*]it state* ed‘ affairs in the 
trade in qiiestiem. 

Ne»\-Ai)^iissio.v OF Indians to tiii: I’kince of Wales Seamen- p 

1 NSTITI TE, BoAIHAY. 

THf). ’^Mr. K. C. Neogy : With reference to starred quest ie)ns 
Ne)s. lOoS anel lOoH relating to the non-admission of Indians to the* Prince 
of Wales Seamen's Institute, Bom])ay, put by ^Ir. B. Das in the Legi.sla- 
tive As.semhly on the 29th March, 19d2, will GoA’ernment be pleaserl to lay 
on the table of this Hou.se eo])ies of the answers that may have been sent 
to Mr. B. Das as promised by the Honourable Sir George Rainy in reply 
to those questions ? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : Replies to the questions referred 
to were laid on the table on the 7th November, 1932. 

Training oi iMakine Engineers in India. 

786. ^‘Mr. K. C. Neogy : (ud Are Government aware that Lord 
Irwin as the Viceroy of India, speaking at Calcutta in 1928, obs(‘r\T*d 
“ that India should iiavc its mercantile marine and that the ships of that 
mercantile marine should be officered as well as manned by Indians ” and 
that. he. further added that “ in modern times experience of countries that 
hnA'c tried to create a mercantile marine has shown that eveiything depends 
upon the personnel ” and that on the long vicAV it is the training of the 
pei’sonnel that I b'elievT to be the fundamental of the wliole mattei* in this 
vital matter ? 

L2G5LAD 
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(h) If the ansAvor to part (a) be in the aflirmative, will (joverniiieiil 
be ])leaseci to state when they propose to provide facilities for I lie irainiiijjf 
of marine enj^ineers in India ? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : (r/'i Yi‘s. 

ih) A scheme for the jirovision of faeiliiies f‘M- t-'ie (rjiiiiinL^ of 
Marine Eiifrineers in India is at j)resent helni!' v/i-rked hnt ! am not 
yet in a jmsition t(^ say when it ran h»‘ hismulii into ( IftM-t. That must 
depend, anion«»' other thiiiirs. on the t^ossihiijty of j)rovi(ii. ir the m*eessary 
funds. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : Ila\e the (lovernmont of Iml'a foi*mulated 
any seheme mentimiintr the amount of mojM'v lii-'v laMjuii-.- and. if so, 
whether they havt* sent any recniiimendations i() Mie Fiuaiu'e iiepan- 
ment about if t* 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore: X«* : not y*M ; :hc scheim* 
itself is I)ein<; woi’hi^d mit. 

A[.Lii:(U'i) Atta-K ox ]\JA]iAT>rA Ganoiji nv thi: naiht dir.t ffr or Kakaciii. 

V87. *Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : (a) AVill tJoveimimu-i Im* ])]f>as«*(l to 

state if their atl'mticMi has Immmi drawn to th** h'jsdimjf (‘ditori.d artieh* 

und«*i* the h*‘adin<j‘ '* ^\Ir. ttandhi’s latest " published in tiie 
1he Aujrlo-lielijii’ j'apc;' <<f Karachi, in its issi;!* of tin' liaJlf 

wl'ici; iuis b(‘« ii 5'''f‘‘)u*cd in iho ('•tU uf tin* 24:h Am.vusr. 

and the SdxI (fusn'rrr ,.f the 20th Auprust, lIKi:;, statinir lliat I’m* (ln:^ilr 

lias ^'rossi'd ail houmis (»'i jcmriialistie dt'ceiicy tind d{*('(0um iiy induhjfiiui' 
in tj viliipor.-d i V e onthi'. si .aa'.nnst .^^•|l•<l1ma Oandhi mi aceoiiul (»f his 
reeurrini’^ irisis. and jihaadinix foj* m(*tiii</ (.‘ it to liim ^-oi iMovd punidimcnt 
ol tfio m«'<st l)arl)ar<»us aiid outra<.roous kind and suj'Ltestin^’ floijfijfiMt Jiini 
on ihal part of anatomy which nature lias sjiccifieally provid^vi p.r the 
purpose 

{b) is it a fuel that tiie Dnih} (HoziUiy in its issue of the Islh Au<.pisi, 
Ihd.d, wrote as follow.s ; 

‘‘ .'Oj.st {H' 0 |»le Icc] tiint (laiulhiji shouM be avi- 11 siuuckcil (#ii ]i;irt lU’ ;iii:i1(i]uv 
JirUin-f li.'i.s .spiH'ificalJy jirovi'lfii for the purpost*. I’nfortUMMtcly, lie is too oM for rlii's 
typ«‘ of treatnient to prove’ of any use—cortaiiily tiis latest antic smacks of a siMv old 
ria»i (iitoriiijr his sccojitl rdiildhoorl. The writer feels (iiHapp(»iiitfd at the imjK.ssihility 
to iiiHict tio^fj^injr on Maliatniaji owing to his old age and not lu'caiisc (d’ liis cruel 
nature 

(c) Arc (lovernment aware that the same Ddih/ Gazelle has on 
previous occasions too advocated indiscriminate award of flo^friiij? ])unish- 
ment to civil dLsobedieiice oireuders below the age of 18 and remarked 
early in lf).S2 that buttocks are creab/d or intended 1 ) 3 ’' nature for 
flogging ” ? 

(d) Are Government aware that .such provocative writings create 
bad blood betwetm Europeans and Indians ? 

(e) Arc Government aware that it has been suggestx*d in the papers 
^ take suitable action against the authors of such writings in the Dailn 
Gazette ? 

(/) Are Government aware that Mahatma Gandhi is held in great 
revoivnee by tf million ■ in India ? 
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{</) JJiivc (idveriiinpiil consulted their law officers with a view to taking 
any action aj^ainst tlic iinzvtln ! If so, with v.iiat result V 

(70 Do (jover!ii!.(‘nt ])roposc‘ to tak** action against the Daily Gazette 
under IjHc l^resis Act, <»i* tlic IV-nal (\>dc, or otlierwise / If* not, wliy not 1 

Mr. T. Sloan : u/) The llonoui-ablc Mc!id)er‘s (piestion lias directed 
iny atli'iitioii to tie* iirticlc and tin* eonimcnls on it rel‘eri*‘<i to. 1 ought 
to add that tie* Daihf (ia'.titf has j)u’o]ishcd a lurtli<*r article repudiat¬ 
ing the inti*r])retatiofis jjiacctl on its words in the ccirnnicni ^[uotoil. 

(/>) The first two sentences quoted by the Honourable Member 
occur substantially in the article. Th** third does not, and appears to 
In' the inii-rpnlation of a critic. 

ii ) tioverimictit liavf* no inioriiialion. 

{(1) to {h 1 . Tlie question of tin* eff'cel produe(*fl by an articli* (»f this 
kind is oin* wliieli can b**sl In* judg«'d l»y the Local (Jovt‘niincnt. who 
have pow( r to talvc action aLr{iin-.1 any v/ntii.gs that ‘ffend against the 
law. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : May 1 ksoav from tin* llonounibie Mem¬ 
ber whether tin* Local (lovoniincnt. which, in liiis cast*, is the (’ommis- 
sioiu'r in Sind, has (ailed for any -.planation from the J)(iiltf Gaziftt 

Mr. T. Sioan : i }:a\ «■ !n» ini'ormat ion. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Do.-, tt... rionc.nrabit* M(*nd>’ r kicw tiial 
tin* reply of tin* Dalhi on An:re>; to '’b’ii'h ]»eihaps 

tin* Honourable Member tnade rt*fcrein*c. admits tlu* tw(.) portions (.f the 
stati'tiient inadt* in part (/;;< of the (|tK‘stio?{ 

Mr. T. Sloan : Vt*s. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Do(*s ih. llonoiira'hie ]\Iembcr also sec 
tin* silly explanation iriven, whieli i.s tlii*', tliat tin* s]);mking referred to 
f::igiiifi(*(i t!i(‘ ai'tion of an exasp(‘raied niotlier with a fraetioiis child and 
the phrasi; was figurative eoimeeted willi the childislin(‘ss imputed to 
Mr. (landhi's fasting antics whieli are similar to those of a child who 
refuses its food becau.se its parents do not give in to its will ? May I 
know, with this c.xplanation, w!n*ther the Hononrabb* Member woidd 
think it necessary to call the attention of tlie Uondiay (Jovernmeiit that 
the answer is only childish and the allegation is admitted, and that 
action should, therefore, lie taken against tlie Daily Gaz^. tiv ? 

Mr. T. Sloan : No, Sir. The Government of India do not propose to 
call the attention of the Government of Bombay to a reply which 
explains the obvious meaning of the article. 

Mr. L alch and Navalrai : May J know, therefore, whether Govern¬ 
ment are acccjding this explanation which will not be acceptable even 
to a child ? 

Mr. T. Sloan : The explanation given is an obvious one to any one 
who has a good knowledge of the Engli.sh language. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : May I know if tlie Honourable Member is 
aivare that there have been so many criticisms over this article which 
lias been called childish and if he thinks that those who have criticised 
do not also know the English language well ? 

I.2(I.'3LAD 


1*2 
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Mr. T. Sloan : I have not soon any criticism, Sir, excej)! the Honour¬ 
able Member's. 

• Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : Are (lovenimont aware that these articles 
have injured tlie fetdinj^s of many ]m»oi)1o who are in llie areas 

administered by the C<*ntral (lovtu-nnient also ? 

Mr. T. Sloan : (lovennnenj have notliinp: to say in defence of tlie 
article. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : I want to know whether OovcTiinient aie 
aware that tlieso articles have injuiVvi the feelinjrs of ])eo|)le \vho live in 
the areas adiuinist(u*ed by the (Vntral (i(!veriimeiit ? This is a very 
fJimple ij nest ion. 

Mr. T. Sloan : The (i()V(*riinieiit are not aware f»f tlie feeliiififs of ail 
the p(‘Oj)]e who read or iiave read this article. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : Do (tovernmeni read nationalist ])apers 
as well ? 

Mr. T. Sloan : Yes, Sir. 

Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen : May 1 kjK»Av if tln^ referems* mad.' by 
the Dmlif Gazvtir is to Indian biittoeks oidy or European bnttoek^ as 
well including those of the editor himself 

Mr. T. Sloan : I believe the butto<*ks refern'd io were Indian. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Is not the im-st api)rnpriat(‘ form of punish¬ 
ment to tlie Anglo-Indian writers of siieh scurrilons artieles that they 
.slioiild 1 h* Hogged on that pjirt of tlu* body which is immt'ioned in w’ of 
the fjue.stion ! - 

Sir Cov/asji rlehangir : May I ask tin* liononrahlt^ Member wlnMher 
Goverinncnt have eomo to the conclusion that this article doe.^ ne.i fall 
within the four corners of the law and tliat a eriniimd pr(>seeuiion !•. n..: 
possible ? 

Mr. T. Sloan : As T have said, that is a matter for the Eoeal ({ov(‘ni- 
ment to eonsider. 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir : Does the ITononrahle Member know that ihe 
Lexical (Government is under the control, su])ervision and din*ction of the 
Government of India ? 

Mr. T. Sloan : Yes, Sir. 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir : Then does tln^ llonourabb* Member know that 
it is for tlic Government of India also to imike up their minds whether 
to launch a prosecution or not, because they, and not the LfK‘al Govern* 
incnt, are rrsf)orisiblc to this House ? I will ask a very simple (picstion. 
Have the Government of India come to the eoneliision that this article 
does or does not fall within tlie four corners of the law ? 

Mr. T. Sloan : Xo^ Sir ; tlie Government of India have not come to 
any eonclnsion on tlie subject, because they consiiler that the matter is 
one for the l^ocal Govermrmiit. It is perfectly right that the Ixwal 
Government is under the direction, superintendence and control of the 
Government of India, but that do(?s not mean Ibat the Govmmment 
India should interfere with the Local Government in its day to day 
administration. 
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Stt OowHpSji Jehan^r ; Does the Honourable Member mean to say 
that it is not the duty of the Government of India even to give the 
slightest consideration to the matter ? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Shore : May 1 intervene for a moment, 
8ir, with your permission ? If my Honourable friend said Dial these 
articles were in questionable taste, I think there would Ui no difficulty in 
agreeing, but,^ 8ir, it is a very different matter when you come to a 
question of criminal prosecution. A publication may offend against the 
canons ot good taste, and yet it may not possibly be a fit subject for 
prosecution. I cannot speak for the Home Department, but I shall 
bring it to the notice of my Honourable colleague, the Home Member, 
and I iiav<* no doubt that he will send a copy of the questions and the 
replies given in this Hoase to the Local Government for their considera¬ 
tion. 


Sir Cowasji Jehangir : My question was, whether the Government 
had (•(»nH‘ to the eonelusion that tliis article did not fall within the four 
comers of the law, and the answer given was that the Government of 
India luid given no consideration to this matter. The answer evidently 
should have been wlietlier it fell within the four eorners of tlie law or 
not, hut, instead of that, T am told that the Government of India ha<l given 
no eonsideration to this matt(‘r, Mr. President. 1 think it is the duty of the 
(J(»verninent of India !<► tell us whether they liave given any consideration 
to tliis matter at all or not, whether the article falls within the four 
corners of the law or not 1 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : I tried to make it v>erfcetly dear 
that this is primarily a matter f(»r the Local Gr(\’ernment and for the 
exercise of the discretion of the Local Government. Tlio Government of 
India do not propose to direct the T^ocal Government to take certain action 
in this inatler, but what they will do is, they will bring to the notice of 
the Local Government the oiuiiioiis given (»\prcs.^ion to in this House, so 
tliat the Local (lovemment may then come to a eonelusion as to what they 
should do. 

Mr. B. R. Puri : May 1 know. Sir, if the (inviTumeut of India realise 
whet her or not tliey have .some responsibility in this matter ? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : T do md (piesiion that suggestion 
at all. 

Mr. B. R. Puri : Very wcdl ; then may I kiu'w when the publication 
of an article of this nature is widely circulated and it is also puhlishe.l and 
circulated in territories wliich are directly under the direction and 
control of the Government of India, for instance the Delhi Province, 
are not the Government of India responsible for an article of that nature 
which finds publication and broadcasting in a province like Delhi ? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : 8ir. I am not aware of the oxttmt 
of the publication of this article to which my friend has referred. 

Mr. B. R. Puri : May T know if the Government’s case is that the 
publication of an article of this nature never found its way in a pnnince 
like Delhi ? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : Will my friend kindly roueat his 
question ? 



1272 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


[11th Sept. 1933 . 


Mr. B. B. Puri ; May 1 know if the Government of India are in a 
position to assert that this newspaper article was not really published in 
Delhi ? 

Mr. T. Sloan : Whether the Daily Gazette of Kamchi reaches 
Delhi or not, I cannot say, but the article was substantially re¬ 
peated ill tile National Call which, 1 understand, is published in DeJIii. 

Mr. K. C. Neogy : Was any .action contemjilated against the 
National Call by the Covernnient of India 

Mr. T. Sloan : Xo, Sir. 

Mr. K. C Neogy : Wii y n{>t. Sir ’ 

Mr. T. Sioan : I v/ant notice of tha: (jnesTj<>ii. 

Mr. Laichand Navalrai : May 1 know. Sir. wln-tlicr the 
llononrable tin* Ta'ader oT the House ajrrees Vvith tio' rrpiy eivioi ])y 
the Horne S(‘e?‘otarv, because it apiiearv to ?ih‘ lliat he is pie.indic'iotr 
the case by ‘rivine; liis o])ir.ioii for Hie eon.s]d(‘!‘ation rd’ tlie Local (Jov- 
crnnuMit ? 

The Honourable Sii’ Joseph Bhore : My fiicmr nnisi nni aslc me 
for niy opinion (ni the rejily given )>y anothco* Departniejjt of the 
riovenunent of India. 

Mr. Laichand Navalrai : May T, tlicreL^re. know from tlie Joint 
Secretary of the Horne Department himself whetino- any such ex¬ 
pression has been ev(T used in the rnited KiuL^dom with regard to a 
child and Avliethtn* tlie buttocks of any Hritish jx'ople will lie 
.spanked ? 

. T' : Tf the llononrable gentleman had knowledge of 

Tlnited Kingdom, he would know that in many household^ there jt i< 
customary for the buttocks to be spanked. 

Mr. Laichand Navalrai : 1 will merely ask the Ib nourahle 
Memla-r to say wIkoIut tlie simile can b(‘ applied to a man of the 
position Maliatm.a Gandhi ? 

Mr. R. S. Sarma : Tn view of the fact that tin* Ihihlicity 
Officer of the Governinmit of India is in direct touch with newspapers 
all over the country, will Oovomment be pleased to direct liim to draw 
the attention of the editor of the Daily Go'^fitr to this article and to 
ask him, jf nee(‘ssary, in a friendly mannrT. to refrain from wwiting 
any more articles of a provocative character ? 

Mr. Laichand Navalrai : And also to offer an apology .’ 

Mr. T. Sloan : The Honourable the Leader of the IIouso lias ainmdv 
undertaken 1o see tliat copies of the questions and answers on this 
subject be sent to the Bombay Government, and they wdll no doubt 
consider whether it is desirable or not to take the action sngge.sted 
by the Ilonourahlo Member. 

Mr. P E. James : Will the Honourable Member inform the TTomso 
to whether it is not wdthin the power of Mahatma Gandhi himself 
to take hetion under the law against the editor of this paper if he 
considers that this article transg-esse.s the law' of libel ? 



QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 


1273 


Mr. T. Sloan : That, Sir, i.s a legal question, i;ul I tliink if 
Mr. (laiidlii was advised that he can take action, then there will be 
nothing to j)revent liiin from taking action. 

Mr. N. M. Joshl : May j ask. Sir, whclher tiovrrnmeiit are 
ahsolved from their duiy dimply hee;ni;,e a pri\';it{' pc-r.-on e?iii take 
action unfl(‘r the law 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : I think. Sir, T ha • e already 
nia.le 111'* point atimi(lantl\ clear. Tli<‘ point is, the (oA’crmnent of 
do not propos.,* to interfere directly in this matter, hut they 
win I'll :lia} lies sain in Ih.-js- !?> •!;•■ ;,ri ‘otio ) of 

those who a'r<‘ diiej-iiy n-spoiisihh* in this ii:.tt!“r*. 

Mr. G-aya Pra>sad Singh : AVill (h)v<‘r!nncnt he })le;!se(i io see 
tliaJ tlie ii<;?ioni-a]»le the Home Me«*d»»u“ is ])!vs(Mit. if iiece-vary. so 
that the answers to questions relating to liis Department Tfiay be 
more fully giv(*n than lias been givfMi by the Joint S!‘er< tary ? 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh ; Will Hoverumen^ kindly also seo that 

the iloijie Mmidier is jjre-**!!! in this House sd tliat answers to 
questions ridatiug to his n*‘par1ment may he nuuv fully iriveii than 
lu'o: Iw'en done l.y tin* Honourable ?vlfmber ! 

Mr. Pre.sident <'Tiie Ilonourabb* sir Shanmukliam (dietty i : 

Order, order. M'lu' lloiiournble the Joint Semahai-y in the TTome De- 
jiartTiieTit has already eyjiressoi] on behalf of the Home Member bis 
regret at his inability to be present liere. The Home Member, as far 
as the Chair is a ware*, has never been absent when (piestions are 
asked, ('(’heers.) 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Does tin* Chair realise that the reply 
of the Honourable ^leniber, the Joint Secretary in t!ie Home Depart¬ 
ment, has beem rather flippant to some of the (jin‘stions asked by my 
TIonourable friend, Mr. Lalchand Navalrai ? 1 never meant any 

reflection on tlu* Home Member. 

Mr. President tThe Ilonoiirahle Sir Sbannnikham Chetty'' : 

Order, order, Tlie Chair is not concerned with the nature of the 

answer given by any Member of tlie Oovernment. But the Chair is 
certainly coneerned to see that every Member of Ooveniment shows 
eourtesy to this House by being present in his place, when subjects 
relating to his De])artment are diseiissed, and the Chair has no 
reason to think tliat the Home Member has failed in his duty. 

Mr. B. R. Puri : May T know if the Government of India are now 
dis]»osed, in view of tlu* most flagrantly indecent eliaraeter of this 
attack upon a very revered gentleman, to transmit to the Govern¬ 
ment of Sind their strong condemnation of the article in question, 
and not merely to be content with despatcliing the question and 
answers which are being gone into in this matter this morning ? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : T cannot engage that the 
Gov(*rnTnent of India will commit themselves to any expression of 
opinion, and I regret that I am not in a position to go any further 
than T have gone this morning in the matter. 

Mr. B. R. Puri : May T know if the Government of India are at 
all disposed to take legal opinion with reference to this article and 
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thus enable themselves to know that it is a most flagrant case coming 
under section 153-A of the Indian Penal Code and also under the 
Press Act ? 

rThe Honourable Sir Joseph Shore : So far as I am concerned 
and so far as I am in a position to speak for Government, Govern¬ 
ment do not propose to take the action suggested by my Honourable 
friend. 


Mr. B. R. Puri : Why f 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy : Why ? 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : It is because it is an Anglo-Indian 
paper that is concerned. 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : Because 1 Ijavi' ex])iained 
more than half a dozen times to Honourable Members that live matter 
is within Ihe direct conipetentM* of tlu* Loeal OovernimMit and the 
Local Government must he left to take .such steps as a])pear tn tli(‘m 
necessary. 

Mr. B. R. Puri : Do tlie (h»vernment realisv' that it miLdit pnl a 
premium oti eonnter attacks of a similar kind .' (Jbuir, \wnr.) 

Mr. N. M. Joshi : You will be sent to jail. 

An Honourable Member : Blood is thieker tlian u'atpj*. 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : I iim afniid ihat ... 

attacks aliv'ady exist and I do not ttiiiik Ihcv can ))c in1cn«;i<icd bv 
any action siicli as has been referred 1o. 


Dr Ziauddin 'Ahmad : In view of these ((iiestions Miai liave 
been asked tins inoniinsr is it not desirable that fioverinnent should 
at least know whether tins article did or did not eon.e within the 
four corners of the law » They can find it out fro,,, the Law l)e,,a,-t- 


Sir Joseph Bhore :T really cannot jto beyond 
V nat I tiavc alr^vady said. 

Sardar Saut Singrh : May T know if it is the consistent policy of the 
Loternment of l„d,a not to mterfe.-e with local alfaii-s. and if‘so may 
, know why terrorist ontra-es arc condemned in this House T’ 

out ^ 

Sardar Sant Singh : It docs arise i„ this wav. AVlic, we -in' tryini. 

is f ;>piiTb;r’t;:j::s:r SsrSefoi^ z'-vi 

outrages are to be condemned in this Ilonse, and’ they ’ arc -'eorw'rit 

j. — .b,. 

.. .b. ;:=r'o“"£., s 
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condemnation, as expressed by Honourable Members in this House, to 
the notice of the Local Government for their consideration. I regret 
that 1 am unable to say anything beyyid what*l have already stated. 

Mr. H. P. Mody : If the Government of Bombay do not choose to 
take action in this matter, then, in view of the strong feeling exhibited 
in this House and outside, on account of this silly eifusion, do the Gov¬ 
ernment of India pro])Ose to call upon the Bombay Government for an 
explanation ? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore *. It is a purely hypothetical 
\jiiest ion, 

Mr. H. P. Mody : It is not a hypothetical question. I want to know 
wJielhcr the Government of India ])ro})ose to call upon the Bombay 
Government for an explanation in. the event of tlie Bombay Goveniment 
not taking any action ? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : It is obvious on tlie face of it. 

Mr. H. P. Mody ; What is (»bvi(uis ^ 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : That it is hypnthetieal. If my 
Honourable friend will oidy take tin* trouble to consider his own ques¬ 
tion, he will reali.>.e it. 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir : May 1 ask the Government one sim]>le ques¬ 
tion ! Is it their poliey to make any distinetion between ])a])erK v/hich 
may tend to eau.se a breaeh of the peace by attacks against the Govern¬ 
ment or Jigainst anylxuly else, tln‘ result being a breach of the peace in 
br)th eases .' 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore ; As far as I know, it is not the 
}>oliey of Government to make any distinetion whati*ver. 

Mr. B. Das : Are (hivernment awan* that their superintendence, 
clirecti(»n and control over the Itonibay (tovernnient has failed, and are 
tliey aware tliat the Ibunbay (rovernim*!it at tlie slightest ]U’etext ask 
for heavy deposits from Indian edited ]tapers. while they allow Anglo- 
Indian edited pa)>ers to go on creating i‘aeial hatiMxl between Indians. 
Enroj)eans ami the Itritish (Jovernn»ent 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : Goveriime?it are imi aware that 
their su])erintendenee. direction and eOT)tn»i had faih'd in any ease. 

Mr. B. Das : The reply of the (Jovernmeiu does »io! indicate that. 

Mr. A. Hoon : In view of the fai't that the (juestioiis ]>nt by 
Mr. Mody are considered hy]U)thetieal by the Government, will Govern- 
nuuit lie pleased to ask the Bombay Government at once why no 
action has so far been taken by them and why they have been 
sleeping ov(‘r this matter .’ 

The Honourale Sir Josevjh Bhore : I am not prepared to go beyond 
what I have indicated that the (b»v<‘rnment of India would do in this 
matter. 

Mr. Vidya Sagar Pandya : Are you anxious and prepared for an 
adjournment motion on this matter ? 

Some Honourable Members : There must be an adjournment 
motion on this tomorrow. 
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Protection op thi: Private Dairy Jndt^stry from the Unfair 
Competition op Military Dairies. 

788. ’^Mr. Jagan Nath Agga*val : (a) Will Government bo jileased 

to stiite whetlier in May Ijist they received any representation from the 
private dairy owners of Simla and otlier places, eomplaininic against the 
Government military dairies interft'rinfi: with ]>rivate dairy enterprise, by 
sending ont their produce for sah' oulsidi' the regimental lines ? 

iO) Are Government aware that their representation ret'cived the full 
siipi)ort of several leading newspapers and trades assoeiations in India / 

if tlie rejdy to part (n) above in tln‘ rdliniiativ**. wiil (J-.vermiHMit 
kindly stale wli.-tiier Uey hav»‘ talo‘n. ov ]>ropn.se to take, any aeiioii to 
redress llie grievances 'onbodied in the abo\e r<*prt'seiilation. to j)i*i)U‘ei t!ie 
private dairy iiidiistry Irinn the nniair competition of tIo* military dairies ? 
If n<5t. wliy not ? 

Mr. G. R. P. Tottenham : (.t) Yes. 

(//I G(tvernmf*nt have (ody reeeiv(‘d one otlier represenlatioji >>n 
the siihj(‘et from thv‘ Indiaii Merchants' (’hamliei*, 1‘annhay. 

(el The maMer is at present niuhn* tin* e(»nsi<h‘ra1 i<in nf (Jovernment. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Have Government reeeived a r(‘]^resentation 
sent hy numerous owners of dairy farms ]>rotestinir against the military 
dairy farm at dntogh competing veilh ])rivate (Oilerprisi* ? 

Mr. G R. F. Tottenham : Yes. T have said so in an-’.vrr to pari u;» 
of the f|U(‘stion. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Ts it a fact that large tracts of valuable 
land were granted to the military dairy farms free or on nominal value 
to helj) them for the sake of military necessity only V 

Mr. G. R. P. Tottenham : The dairy farms liave b(‘en suptdied with 
land, but not free. Tf the llononrable Memh<*r would read tlie answer 
that I gave to a question asked ])y niy Honourable friend. Mr. Tjaleliand 
Navalrai, some days ago, lie would find that the farms have to ])ay rent 
to Government on the market value of all land that was ydaeed at their 
disposal. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Is it a fact that the Military I)airv P^irm 
at Jutogh make purcdiases from some of the local rjoirahiSy keep country 
buffaloes and take their milk and then supply it to the civil jiopulatimi 
outside the regimental areas ? 

Mr. G. R. P. Tottenham : There is a further question on that ))oiut 
which is coming later. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : If these are commercial concerns, will Gov¬ 
ernment lay the balance sheets of these eoncerms befon^ the Ilousi* ■ 

Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham : T am perfectly pr<q){if<*d lo do so. Tii 
fact, I think they were already laid before the Military Accounts 
Committee and the Public Accounts Gommitlee. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Ts it a fact that the Military Dairy Farm 
at Jutogh is working at a lo.ss ? 

Mr. G. R. P. Tottenham : Yes, it is working at a slight loss at 
present. 
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Mr. Gaya Prasad Singrh ; Is it a fact that Messrs. Edward Keventer, 
Ltd. unco offered in 1921, to undertake to siippb' the full re(piir(‘ments 
of dairy produce in duto^Ji from tlieir farm at Taradevi on same i»rice. 
but that offer was refused “/ 

Mr. G. E. F. Tottenham : 1 have no information on tiiat point, but 
probably that is so. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : May I krjov.* why their offf*r was not 
aee(‘pt(*d and the Military Dairy h'arm has l)een ill]o^ve(l to compete 
with private enterprise, even Ihongl) working at a loss ? 

Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham : 1 d<» noi admit that the diitogh Dairy 
Farm (Io<*s <*(»mf)ete with privat'* enterprise, ])n1 prot>ably the n‘ason 
wii\ I'i- of Messrs. Keventer aiid Avas tnnevi dev. ?i was tliaT 

the joice; «:{* their j)»‘otlu<*ts v.erc eni‘si‘l<‘rab]y liiLdicr than of I' e 

Daii'v i'^irm. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Is it a fac't lliat tlie prodm-./ of the .Tuto-rh 
Dairy Farm is <»n]y sunpinnl to tlie offieials of Sirnhi, and not to the noTi- 
oftieials of tlie Fity ’ If so, why this diseriminalion 

Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham : That, Sir. is a faet. It is due to th»‘ ]Muiey 
of tile (lovernnienl of India wliieh lays down that the surplus output 
(jf (iov(‘rjini(‘iit factories must l)e used in su]?piyi‘'g othei* departments 
of (fovernimnit and that llu* supply to private consumers should eoine 
last. Ohjcctions were rais»*d to (uir sut>})Iyiiig private consumers in 
Simla with th(*se dairy pi’odiicts and. in aet'ordamn* with that ])olicy, 
M’(‘ pr(‘hil)it(‘d the supply of the dairy produets fn»in .lutogh to other 
than ollieials in Simla. 

Mr, Gaya Prasad Singh ; AVil] (loverjnnent kindly statf^ wliy milk 
is purchased hy the Military Farm at -Tutogh from l >cal f/owalasi and 
then sold to the eivil poptdation 

Mr. G. R F. Tottenham : As I have explained just in-w, there is 
anotlu'r (juestion on tliat subject coming along. 

Lkasim; out ok AfiuTAKY Datries to Contractors. 

789. *Mr. Jagan Nath Aggarwal : ((/) Is it a fact that Government 
Military Dairies Avere originally started to meet the rec|iiirements of the 
regimental ranks and families, hut are now freely eneroachins: on the held 
of privati’ trade 

(/F Did (lovernment issue any subsequent orders governinor the sah^ of 
dairy tnoduee from (Jovc'rtunt'nt ^lilitary Dairies to residents (uitside the 
regimental areas, and if so, what are those* orders ? 

(c) Ts it a faet that the bread loaves manufactured at llie GoA't‘viiment 
Military liakeries are not so freely offered for sale to the gene.'-al ])ubljc 
as tin* produce of the (lovernmeiit Military Dairies 

(rl) Is it also a fact that the local military authorities do not generally 
alb A'’ any private dairyman to do any dairy business inside the regimentj!) 
areas:, where a Government Military Dairy exists ? 

(f) Will Government kindly state how they jiustify the existence of 
these GoA^erjiment Military Dairies ? Ts it a faet that' all other food 
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requirements for the army are supplied by approved regimeutai contract¬ 
ors 'i 

(/) Are Government prepared to consider the advisability of leasing 
out the present Military Dairies to qualified contractors 1 

Mr. G. R. P. Tottenham : (a) and (Zl). Military Dairies are intended 
to sup])ly pure dairy products to troops, Army Departments and establish¬ 
ments in peace and war. Tliey have no desire to encroach on the field 
of private trade, but as tJie military demand wliich they have to meet 
fluctuates considerably and as it is desirable that they should work as 
economically as i)ossible, they have been permitted for many years to 
sell sur])lus produce, when available, at remunerative rates to non- 
military government oftieials and thoir families and also except in Simla 
to the public. 

(c) Ves. 

id) 111 those ( aiitonmeiits in which Goveni.miMit Military Dairies 
have been ♦-stablished. Britisli soldiers are not permitted to purchase 
dairy produce from oth(*r sour(*es. The prohibition does m>t (‘xiend, 
however, to soldiers* families or to Indian soldiers. 

(r) and (f). In the ojnnion of Government. Military Dairies must 
continue for .many years to e<nm‘ in order to meet war n‘(piireinents, and 
any reduction of tlndr iininber in peace will be impossible imlil jirivate 
firms deiiKMistrate that they are able to supply dairy products (d* the 
reijuired standard. The contractor system has not proved satisfactory 
ill those cantonments in which it has been tried. 

Mr. Jagan Nath Aggarwal : Do I understand that even in Simla, the 
military refpiiremenls cannot rie intd from privat(‘ agtmcies .' 

Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham : That is a fpiestion which T shall look into. 
1 supjiosc it might lie possiide to get sui>j)lies, Init not at the prices 
charged h.v the Mililary Dairy Farm. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : lias tin. attention of the Governnu'nt been 
drawn to tbeir own ordtn*. dated Simla, the 2‘ind A]>ril. 19*32, whieb runs 
as follows : 

“ Govcninieiit urv onlv inteTKloa for the fiiippl.v of y)r(KlMee to troops, 

Army I)i-p:»rti!i<Mit,s ;nnl <*st;thliHlinieiit.s, find fire not to emtnirk iu ]»rivute tr.'ide, ;ih this 
proiiitiitiuii fjills Jiefivily f)n non inilitnry Governiiimt tdiieinls nud their fjiinilies de.sirouH 
of o}>t;iinin^r snjiplies when t)io .s;ime fire nvnihilde, it has }»eeu decided that where any 
Mirphi's exists at a ilairy it may be issued to civilians provided it can be sold at 
lemcicTative rates. 

Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham : Yes, Sir. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : May 1 know as stated in this order, it is 
onl.v the surplus that .shouhl be sold to the civil population ? Why 
should the Military Dairy Farm at Julogli purchase milk from local 
rjov’olas and then s(*ll it to the civil popubilion ? 

Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham : I have already said that there is another 
question on that subject, 

Mr. Jagan Nath Aggarwal : 1 should like to know definitely—is it 
quality or is it e«*onomy that i.s at the ba>is of this military dairy ? 

Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham : Both. 
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Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Why shouM not this produce be made seif- 
sudicieiil for tlie miliJijry ! Why should lliere f»e a surplus ? 

Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham : As 1 havt* alreiuly explained, the military 
demand llueiuab‘s eonsideiably from time to linn* and it is impossible to 
say that tlie military demand is an.e fixed fjrure. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : With re;ranl 1o the answer of the lloiiour- 
abh‘ the Army Seei<*tary as to tlie ijnality of the milk produced, has his 
attention bi^ui diMwn to this portion of the lepri'siuitation of the dairy 
farms at Simla, in wliieli it is stated that the military dairies have been 
“ (•omj)e11e<l to keep a ^ojod many country buffaloes of some contractor 
in tlieir I'ai-ni for pin‘eiias(*s of milk, and, to break the "ravity of the 
Iiiitfaloes milk, thi‘y tala* out a ecMdaiii perct‘nla<»‘e of cream from this milk 
ami fheji offer (his milk for supply and also purchase cream fi<»ni outsiders 
to make hiitler for their supply.” 

Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham : Thar is not rrue. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Is this the quality of the ndlk to which you 
refeiM-ed- cheat iiij; (lie piil'li(* ! 

I’K(»Th('Ti()N or Tin: I'lnvATi: Dairv IxnrsTRV from tiii: (.'.\fair 
(‘ o.MI'L'II'J h.v OF .MiIJTARV DaIRIF-S. 

790. *Mr. Jagan Nath Aggarwal: (o) Are (iovcrnim'nr a wan* that 
duriiiir lii'- last few vf'ars many •*dueate<l youu*; men have (piiliiied in the 
dairy industry at 111-' variom. (i(*vernment institutions, but tliey have no 
Ncop*' i(> .!<‘velop th-' dairy Im^iness in view (d* tiie (iov(‘rn!!if'nr .Military 
l>airi(s <*oiniiR! in llie f:'*!d in eiii (»ni privaP- entei-juise by thrir »*omp‘‘ti- 
tioii 

(/-• ) Is. it not a fact that tie* private dairy (Miter])rises a.ii iu' meet the 
laviuireiin'iil" of the military residents wheja* a (iovt*rnmout Military 
Dairy does not exist ! 

(r) Ar<' (»<»V(*rnmeiit aware that several private dairies possess cre¬ 
dentials and warrants of a]q)ointments for good services, from the highest 
civil and military officers ? 

(d) Are (iovi-rnment aDo aware that even tin* Government Military 
Dairies regularly ])urehase a considerable amount of cream from the 
contractors for niakimr butter, and also employ local f/hosiii and hire tlieir 
cattle for purchase of milk at their farms to eo]>e with tlieir increasing 
demand ! 

A. 

(c) Are Government ])repared to issue nece«^sary instructions for 
the Government IMilitary Dairies to restrict their activities within the 
regimental areas, in the interests of safeguarding the private dairy 
industry ? 

Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham : {a) Government are aware that a certain 
number of young ineii obtain tin* Indian Di]>lonia of Dairying issued by 
the Imperial Instilu1(‘ of Animal Husbandry and Dairying at Bangalore. 
The seo])e for private cntirprise (»Litside the radius served by Govern- 
meut Military Dairii's is enormous. 

(b) There are several eantoiuu-eiils iu which the troops depend either 
on caiitoijimnit dairies, oi’ regimental dairies or on private enterprise. 
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(r) I am j>repared to ae('t*pt the Honourable Member's assurance on 
this point. 

(r/) Large amounts ot cream are pureiuised and i)asteurized for tlie 
manufacture of butter, but vtr\ little milk or cream is purchased for 
direct suj)j)ly as milk or cream. In exceptional case*s cattle are hired to 
meet urgent unforeseen demands, but these cattle are keid, fed and milked 
on ]\lilitary Dairy Fai'in premises, and as tar as i)ossible, the milk obtiiined 
from them is used lo feed riu* calve.s c»l the Military Dairy h(‘rd and not 
for direct sut)i)I^' lo coiisumeis. Tdilk is not i)iirehased simply to meet 
demands from the non-military public. 

{c) The matter is at present under eonsidcration. 

Mr. Jagan Nath Aggarwal : Do the Government realise that it is part 
01 their duty to eiieourage private dair\ farins as well '? 

Mr. G. R. P, Tottenham : (ku-tainly. 

Mr. Jagan Nath Aggarwal : May I know what has been done in ihat. 
connection during recent ^ ear.s out.^ide military areas ! 

Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham : 1 siiouio: ijj;/* le- have ?'.otie(* of that (pies- 

tion. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : GoM'id<*rnig tie* com|)laiiiis fr<un tlu' re- 
prcsiuilatives (d’ ])i*ival!‘ da.in f.jrms on tins point and tin* (*(uiiplaints 
extu’essed on tin.' tioor of tin' lloi.se. v ill the Ilonoiirable the Army Seei’i*- 
Tary jjc pleas«'d c<oi.sid*'r liic fiin>ii<»n of tdilioj- iijiiiiing th*' ‘Uipply of 
tlie dinogh Military I).ii>y Farm only to reiritnenlal areas or to close up 
Iho dutog’n I»aii*y f’ann altoLmibo.-^ ii it is working at a slight loss .' 

Mr. G. R. T, Tottenham : I In ve airea<ly sai'l in rt‘]>ly to this fpies- 
liotj that tfovernmcnt ,ire eimsidering that matt* r already. aTid. in con¬ 
sidering it, they will tako into nccotiiil the views that liave been expresstnl 
by ilononralde ^lemljers this tnoriiing. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : Is it a laci tli.at ell such dairies are run¬ 
ning at a loss 

Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham : No, Sir. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : Will Gc»vcniin<*nt state whether tbero is 
any dairy wliich does imt run at a loss ? 

Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham : Will tlio Honourable Meml)er wail till 1 
answer the next <|ue.stioii ? 

PKOf'^rT AND Loss OF 'I ill: GoVEKNMEXT ^IfLITAKY I) 4 lRIIi:S. 

791. ‘*Mr. Jagan Nath Aggarwal : (a) Will Government be pleased 
to lay on the table a statement showing the figures of the total net yearly 
profit and loss incurred by the Government military dairies during the last 
five yearn ? 

(h) Will Governmeut be pleased to state wbat amount, if any, has 
been writtcji off from their accounts since the Government military^ dairies 
started ? 

(r) Will Goveimment kindly state the total (piantity of butter, cream 
and milk s^>ld by military dairies, dnriinr the year ending 31st March, 1933, 
.showing what percentage of the same was obtaijied from Government owtied 
cattle ?md how mucli from purchased stuff ? 
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{(1) Wliat is the average specific gravity, fat percentage and other 
specifications allowed in the saleable dairy j)roducts of Government mili- 
tary dairies ? 

Mr. G. E. F. Tottenham : («> in 1928-2‘J tliC net profit amounted to 
Kh. 48,620 ; in 1020-40 to Ko. 1,00,845 ; in 1940-;31 to iia. 71,804 ; in 
1041-42 to Its. 1,17,181 ; and in 10.12-4.5 to Ks. 84,563. 

(/>) Owinjr to abnormal iiriee^ and purcliascs during? the Great War, 
lln‘ .Militar^ Dairy Farms bet.rann* overburdened with (’aj)ital. Willi a 
view to woj’ivinji tlie farms on a sound commercial basis their capital assets 
were revalued by a committee in iJt25 ; and tiio revaluation re.suJted in a 
reduel Ion of Jfs*. 12,74,608 wldch was wrillen off in the accounts of the 
year 1024-25. Working,' lo^'^es su'^tainetl up to 1024-2o wore also written 
off to tlie extent of iis. 12,71,022. Gince 1024-25 no amount has been 
wi-itten off. 

vfj Vile total tiuaiitity of milk, butter and cream sold by Miiiiary 
Daij'ies in India vliiriiig tiie year endin*^ tiie 4]st March, 1044, amounted 
^o - 

lbs. 

Milk .. 1,15.!‘6.4 m) 

ililt lev .. .. 

(’roam .. .. 'I.4i.i()6 

Ini'oi'ii*alioi! rt‘'.ra.'diu‘..r ihf porcenta/o leforrofl to at lie-* end of the 
<jH*'>tioi: 1 - in>f r« <(lny but t.v.-r iailf tb-* buttej* »va.s 

made f?-<.ia piii'ei.a^'e., '•••aii., vhii. w.-l! umler 1 e.‘nt. of the miik and 
])f/ne (»; tJif- --re;,ill M.'i" piivelia ed iji ti-e ojun market. 

(</• I’he mill: speeitieation is a'' fifil<*ws : 

For cf iit. 

J*!it!er Fat . . . . . . . . 4.7 

Svilids otiit'r tiiaij fat not less than .. .. ,s.5 

!5;;1lt‘r lias to (‘oiitain :— 

.\'ot more titan 16 pv'i* c*‘iU. of ^^ater and 4 ]»er cent, fd' salt. 
rXSTAKK'FD (^FFSTIO.V.S A.Vf) A.V8WKRS. 

DkF'KCTS in I’KRTAIN (^t'AKTERS OF LaKU A.ND FlIVL Sgi'Aiais I\ 

.\ew Dkliii. 

33. Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : Will Government be pleased to 
stat'* : 

(a) whether the Eastern wdngs of the quarters of Lake and Clivo 
Squares in Xetv Ilolhi are of old type and have many 
defects, for instance, (/) there are only two bed-rooms ; 
(it) smoke-chiniiiey is very defeetive(///) the existing 
iniKT court-yard exposes the inmates to the blasting sun 
during the summer ; (/tO there are no windows in the bath 
room and the kitchen godowii ; {r) the downpour of rain 
from the gutters comes into the honeycombs of the kitchen 
god own and the bath room, ete. ; 

(h) whether budget provi.sion was made tn alter these quarters and 
those in the Hastings Square hut the work was stopped 
after the quarters in the Hastings Square were so altered 1 
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(c) whether the majority of the inhabitants of the quaders in the 

Lake and Clire Squares live throughout the year while those 
of the Hastings Square are migratory and Government 
do not charge any rent from the latter ; 

(d) whelher the inhabitants of the Lake Square quarters rej)iT- 

senled the diffienlties more than once ])nt no Jii'^Msures have 
been adopted to carrj- out the alterations ; 

(e) if the reply to the above ])arts be in the affirmative, the 

reasons which led to the differential treatment being meted 
out to the occupants of these squares and wheth.er the diffi¬ 
culties of the occupants are proposed to be removed with¬ 
out delay by carrying out the neces-M-iry alterations If 
not, why not ? 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : (a) Yes ; the (piarters referred 
to arc* of an old typo. Tlie replies to the different parts of iho .juc'snon 
are : 

(/) Yes. 

(ii) No. 

(iri) No. The courtyard is designed to provide light, ventilation 
and air. 

(ir) There are no windows but brick honeycomb openings, i,( 
jalkSf are provided 

(v) Ordinarily, this do(*s not ha])pen. 

(h) No budget provision was made for any alterations to the ({uarters 
in Lake* and Olive S(pjar(‘s, while* the cost of alterations to iho «|nari‘'r., in 
Hastings Square was met by rea])proprialion. 

(c) Yes. The rpiarters in Hastings Square are (M*eupied by the 
members of His E.xcelleney the Vieeroy'.s staff who are both miirraloiy and 
nori-niigratory and are entitled to occupy them free of rent. 

(cJ) and (f ). Rc]ircsentations have b(*en reec'ived from the oceupanK 
of similar type of (piarters in other squares, but the additi(nis and altera¬ 
tions could not be carried out on account of financial stringency. 

Stoim’Aoe op Exi’ress Trains at Kiiatauli, North Westihi.n Uau^wav. 

34. Bfr. Jagan Nath Aggarwal : (1) Will Government be pleased 
to state whether the Up Bombay Express No. o? and Down Express 
No. 58 do not stop at Khatauli on the Noi*th-Western Railway, which is 
nearly midway between Muzaffarnagar and Meerut Cantonment ? 

(2) Is it a fact that Khatauli has a much larger population—8 or 9 
times the population of Mansurpur and Danrala where these trains 
stop—and is also commercially more important and also the nearest 
Railway Station to the Tahsil headquarters at Janseth ? 

(3) Are there any special reasons why tlie Bombay Express trains 
should stop at those stations and not at Khatauli and will Governmcint 
please state the reasons ? 

(4) Is it a fact that a big sugar mill is also being erected at Khatauli 
ami will Government please give the figures for the goods and passenger 
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traffic on this station from 1st April to 15th August, 1933, as also the figures 
for Mansurpur and Daurala Stations for the same period and also for 
the corresponding period in 1932 f 

(5) Are Government prepared to consider the advisability of asking 
the North Western llailway Administration to arrange the stoppage of tlie 
Express at Ehatauli 1 

Mr. P. R. Rau : (1) Yes. 

(2) to (4). Government have no information. 

(5) I am sentling a copy of the question to the Agent, North Westem 
Railway, for considering the suggestion made by the Ilonoiirabie 
Member. 

Inimax Posts and Ti:r.L<;RA:’iiR Emi'loyees’ Mutual Relief Fund, 

Lahore. 

35. Mr. 8 . C. Mitra : (//) Will G (►vernment he pleased to state 
whether they are aware of the tael that in Lahore there is a fund 
named Indian Posts and Teleirraphs Eniplovets’ Mutual Relief l^nd ? 

(b) Are (lovernnient aware that Mr. dainita Ram. Assi.staut Post- 
rnasler, Lalioie General Post Office, is the General Secretary of the Fund 1 

(c) If the reply to parts (a) and f/)") hv in the lu'gative. will Govern- 
ment he pleased to call for a copy of tin* Rules and Regulations of the 
Fund from Mr. Jamita Ram V 

id) Is it a fact that the Fund is not registered ! 

(/} If not, do Government propose to take necessary steps to see 
iliat tills Fund which has trf»l many iinunhcrs from amongst The postal 
cjiijilcM cs, is registered without delay ? 

(/! Are G<»vernment prepared to refer the rules and regulations 
of this Fund to till (rnv(»rimieiit Actuaries in order to examine wliether 
the F^iind is being managed on a .S(*uiui basis 1 

iff) Will Government please further state whether they raised any 
objection to such a fund being managed without being registered 1 Are 
Government aware that it is very iiecessarj" in the interest of the members f 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : (a) and (ft). The reply is in 
the affirmative. 

(r), (f/), (e) and (/). The Fund is a private one in the manage¬ 
ment of which Govornment are not concerned. It is not regiMtered in the 
office of the Registrar, Co-op4>rative Societies. Government see no reason 
to take any action as suggested by the Honourable Member. 

(g) As already explained. Government have nothing to do with the 
Fund which is a private concern. 

Grii-wanuks of Muslims aoainst the Medk^al Department of the 
North Western RadjWAY. 

36. Seth Ha.ii Abdoola Haroon : (a) Have the various articles and 
editorial notes published in the : 

(i) Eastern Tinirs of Tjahore, dated the 30th June, 12th July. 18th 
July and 22nd August, 1933, 
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(ii) Weekly Mail of Lahore, dated the 3rd July, 10th July, 17th 
July, 7th August and 21st August, 1938, and 

[Hi) Pilot of Amritsar, dated the 9th July, 

regarding tlie Medical Department oF the North Western liailway, come 
to the notice of Government, and have any steps been taken to verify the 
alJegalums contained Uierton If so, Avilli wliat resull ! 

ib) Do Government intend to appoint an impartial enquiry com¬ 
mittee to enquire into the serious allegations euntained therein ? 

{O Wliat other action do Governimmt ])rnj>ose to talo’ to nsJr. .vs the 
grievances mid right the Avrongs dojie to Mussalmans as alleged in the 
articles referred to above V 

Mr. P. R. Rau : (o) Government liaAc seen somt‘ of the articles 
referred to. 

(h) and (r). 1 have sent a copy of these questions together Avith the 

copies of tlic paj)ers in tlie posse-ssion of Government t^> the Agent, North 
Western llaihvay, for such action as lie may eonsider ne(*es,sary. 

Communal Composition of District ]\lEi>irAL Officers on State 

RAn.WAYS. 

37. Seth Haji Abdoola Haroon : (a) Will GoA^ernment be pleased 
to state the communal composition of the District iMedical Officer- on State 
Raihvays, and particularly on the North Western Railway V 

(/)) Is it a fact that it is proposed to appoint some Distric; Medical 
Officers in the near future ? If so, will Government please stare if, in 
order 1o bring uj) the representation of Mmssalmans to an adequate level, 
only Mussalraaus will be recruited for some time ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : (a) On all State-managed Railways taken together, 
the total number of officers in the superior service of the Medical Depart¬ 
ment is 39. Of these, 13 are Europeans, one Anglo-Indian, sixteen Hindus, 
three Muslims, two Sikhs, and three belong to other communities. 

On the North Western Railway, the total number is 4, of 
whom one is a European, one a Hindu, one a Muslim and one a Sikh. 

(h) The question of recruiting some District Medical Officers for 
the North Western Raihvay is at present under consideration. In such 
recruitment, GoA'crnment Avill follow the policy laid down to prevent 
undue preponderance of any one cla.ss or community. 

Communal Comporttton of the Staff in the Office of the Chief 
. Medical and Health Officer, North Western Rahway. 

38. Seth Haji Abdoola Haroon : (a) Will Government be pleased 

to lay on the table a statement giving the communal composition, by trades 
of slad' in the office of the Chief Medical and Health Officer, North* Western 
Railway, Lahore, as well as giving by communities the number and grades 
of District Medical Officers, Assistant Surgeons, Sub-Assistant Surgeons 
and Dispensers o® .j^orj^. West^p. sihowi^^^ separately the 

Brihmin and non-Brahmin Hindus 1 . 
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(i) Do (foverimieiit realise that the representation of Mnslims in 
alnjost every category and jrrade is very meagre ? If so, will CTONiirnincnt 
please stale the special reasons to which this could be attributed ? 

(r) Is it a fact that there is a large number of Brahmin, as against 
Tion-Bnih)iiin, Hindus ? If so, to what special reason, if any, do Govem- 
menl attribute this difference ? 

.r/i Will (lOverniiKTitJ)e pleased to state the jiiiraber of vacancies that 
occin red in the al)nvf‘ grades jjiid categories in IJIIJII and the I'ommunal 
rohifiosition of staff recruited ? 

I / ,) Were tlie standing (U'd;*rs of Government in regard to m-dnlaining, 
or lii-inging up tf» an adecpiate level, the communal balance in the services 
duly obser\m(l ? If not, what action do Government propose to take against 
the persons eoneeriied 1 

Mr. P. R. Rau : (a) G<ivernment regret that they are not prepared 
to supplement ^^ilil tiirures for particular classi*.s of posts the information 
in regard to eommuual r(*pres(*ntation in Railway Services given in the 
anTuial Administration lb‘p(»rt on Indian Railways. 

(/i), (e), (d) and (r). 1 am making en(piiries on the points raised 
by the llofjoiirable Member. 

(iKANT OF KNMANf'tJ) SalARI 1<>; TO IIlXDl’ AsSISTA.VT SuRCIEONS WITH 
E N (J MS H I \4MPI( ’A TION S. 

•V,). Seth Haji Abdoola Haroon : u/) Is it a fact that Hindu Assistant 
SurgeoiiN with English (pialifications have been iriven enhanced salaries 
whereas similarly tjualified ]\luslims were only offered the minimum pay 
of the grade, whieli resulted in the non-aeeeptanee of the offers by the 
latter ? 

(h) If so, VIill Gkivernment please state the reasons for the differential 
tri'atTiient being meted out to tliem as against Mussalmans I 

Mr. P. R. Rau : I have ealled for the necessary information and will 
jdace a re|)ly on the table in due course. 

Rkfresentation of Muslims in the EsTAirMsuMENT Branch of the 
Offk^e of the (’hihf Minui'AL OFFiuEii, North Wi-STtaiN Railwaal 

40. Seth Haji Abdoola Haroon : (a) Is it a fact that 
all the IMuslim clerks formerly working in the Establishment Branch of 
the (^liief Medical Officer’s office. North Western Railway, Lahore, have 
either been dismissed, transferred to other departments altogether, or put 
to work on unimporlant duties in other branehe®, and far junior Hindu 
clerks have been put to work in their places, to the entire exclusion of 
Muslim element from the Establishment Branch ? 

{h) Is this policy of weeding out Mussalmans from the Establishment 
Branches in accordance with the recommendations contained in the Hassan 
Report f If not, what action do Government propose to take to ensure 
adequate representation of Mussalmans in this branch t 

LM8LAO ca 
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Mr. P. R. Rau ; Goverument have no inrormatiou, but are enquiring 
inio the matter. 

Communal Composition of Clerks in the Mediual Department, North 

Western Railway. 

41. Seth Haji Abdoola Haroon : {a) Will Government be pleased 
to st«te the totol iinmljer of elorks by eoniiiimiities employed iu the Medieal 
Department, North Western Itailway, in 1928 and in 1933, slmwing 
separately the number by communities at the Head Office, Lahore, and siib- 
offiees at out-stations, and specifying those penuaiuuit or temporary 7 

{!>) Is it a fact that the number of Muslims in the Chief Me<lieal 
Officer'.s office is progressively decreasing, and is it the intention of the 
authorities concerned to weed out the ^Muslim element tVom this office t 

Mr. P. R. Rau : (a) Tlie available information is contained in Mr. 
llassaiCs report, c*opi#^s oF which ar(‘ in the Library. 

(7>^ Government hav(‘ no information as to tlie exact position in 
this };ar1iciilar offi<'e. hut 1 can assure the Ilomuiralde Memi)er that it 
is not the intention of (J(»vernment to weed emt any eomnmnity from any 
office. A copy ot this (pi(*stion and tin* answer given lias l)»*en s(*nt to 
the Agent. North Western liailway, for any aetion neeessary. 

Victimisation of ^Iuslims in the Offkt. of the Ghief Mi'Dipal Opptcer, 
North WusTi-atN Katiavay. 

42. Seth Haji Abdoola Haroon : \a) Is it a faet that all the Himlu 
jieniianent elerks in tin* Chief Medieal <tffiei‘r’s offiee have h<*<‘n given 
one, two and evtui i iir(‘e out of tin* way and aeepleraled grad<‘ ]>romolions 
as for examjile : 

(i) Pt. Ram Raklia, from Graile 11 lO Grade V, in nhftuf three 
(tedrs ; 

Hi) Pt. Suraj PrakasJi, from Grade I to Grade II, in barehf sevcfi 
flays ; 

(ui) L. Roishaii Lai, from Grade HI to Grade V, and for .scmie lime 
officiating in Grade VI, in ahnuf two years ; 

iiv) S. Dliaram Singh, from Grade 1 to Grade HI, within a year, 
etc., etc. T 

(h) Is it also a fact that in contra-distinction to part (a) above, 
there is not a single Muslim clerk in the CJiief Medical tlfncer’s office, who 
has not at one time or other in his service been either l everted lo a lower 
grade, demoted or superseded by a junior non-Muslim or had his promotion 
stopped for alleged irregularities ? 

(e) Are Government aware that the Office Superintendent' gets the 
Hindu Head Clorlos to write out, or some times even dictates to them him¬ 
self, reports against their Muslim subordinates in order to make tJiese the 
basis cf their victimisation at a future date ? 

(d) Is it a fact that L. Ham Narain, formerly Head Clerk of the 
Medical Section of the Chief Medical Officer’s office, particularly mentioned 
that he had been, against the dictates of his conscience, forced to write.an 
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adverse report Against a Miisiim clerk working under him, which 
subsequently made the basis of the latter’s chastisement ? 

(e) Tf neplies to parts (b), {cj and (d) above be in the affirmative, 
do Government agree that the conununalistic tendencies of the Office 
Superintendent and his Hindu upper subordinates are responsible for the 
victimisation of Muslims 'I If so, what action do Government propose to 
take in the matter f 

Mr. P. R. Rau : Government have no information, but are enquiring 
into the matter. 

Dismissal of one V». Giutij^m Muhammad, a G'LimK in the Office of 

THE GiIIEF MeDK’AI. OFFUTtJt, NORTH WesTEEN IIailWAY. 

4:;. Seth Haji Abdoola Haroon : {a) Is it a fact that B. Ghulam 
Muhammad, a clerk in tlie Ghi(*f Medical Officer's office, was dismissed for 
delaying di.s])Osal of certain letters and travelling allowance bills ? 

(/>,' is it a fact that disjKisal of certain letters and travelling allowance 
bills was similarly delayed bv a temporarv Hindu clerk, but he was lightly 
let off ? 

(e ' Is it a fact that a relative of the Office Superintendent also delayed 
disposal of eertain important letters while working under the Medical 
Officer. Multan, who strongly reported the matter against him, but no other 
fiction beyond that of transferring the elerk eoncerm d under the I'rotection 
of the Offi(*c Superintendent himself wjis taken against him ? 

id) If the replies to ]>arts (a), (h) and (r") above, be in the affirma¬ 
tive, will Governnienl please slate I he reasons for this difii‘rential treat¬ 
ment ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau ; (fOV(‘rnment have no information but T have sent a 
copy of the question to the Agent. North Western Kailway. for any 
action necessarj’. 

Dwutation of a Medical Man for a Clitrical Joh in the Offu’e or 
THE Mia)i('Aj. OrpicriR, Lahore. 

44. Seth Haji Abdoola Haroon : {a) Is it a fact that 
a Sub-Assistant Surgeon is working merely as a clerk in the office of the 
Medical Officer, Lahore ? If so, 

(i) what is the reason for deputing a medical man for a clerical 
job and con.sequently having to pay him a higher salary than 
that paid to a clerk ; and 

(fV) are Government prejiarcd in the interest of economy to replace 
him by an ordinary clerk i If not, will Government please 
state the nature of any medical work actually done* by hijn 
during tlie last year ? 

{h^ Is it a fact that this Sub-Assistant Surgeon is being paid Ks. 25 
as consolidated (conveyance allowance for his supposed vi.sits to tlie ^Mayo 
Gardens to attend to servants of officers ? If so, will Government please 
s1af(* the number of any such visits actually j>aid by him ? 

(c) Ar.e Government prepared to consider the advisikbility of dLs- 
continning or drastically cutting down this allowance if it found that 



LKGISIJVTIVE ASSEMBLY. 


1288 


[U th ^Err. 19:33. 


no such visits are or have ever been paid, or that the number of tlie visits 
is meagre ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : 1 have called for the necessary information and will 
place a reply on the table in due course. 

Misuse Priviij*x5e Passbss by certain Employees the North 
Western Railway. 

45. Seth Haji Abdoola Haroon : (a) Is it a fact that 
the (Mice Superintendent, Chief Medical Officer's office, North Western 
Railway, admittedly misused a I’rixiitge i*ass issued in his favour, but was 
lightly let off. although according to clear Pass rules he should have been 
summarily dismissed or at least severely punished ? 

( h ) Ls it a fact that for similar offences Mr. B. K . Sood, Assistant 
Controller of Stores, and Mr. Ashwood. Office Su])crintendent, Divisional 
Supeiintendent’s Office, Delhi, were summarily dismissed V 

(c) 1C the replies to par' s ( •/) aiut ^ \yo in the affirmative, will 
GovoriiJiient please state the reasons for the differential treatment V 

Mr. P. R. Rau : 1 am making enquiries and 1 shall lay a reply on the 
table in due course. 

Communal CoMuosnioN of tue rikhuiteo by ihe Chieb" 

Mlok'al Oi :'i( North Western Uailway. 

46. Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : Will Government be pleased to state 
the number of vacancies that were tilled by the Chief Medical Officer, 
North-Western Railway, in 1933, and wdiat was the communal composi¬ 
tion of the staff recruited and the souriM* from which they 'were 
recruited ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : 1 am making enquiries and 1 shall lay a reply on 
the table in due course. 


SUIM.RSI.SSIONS ON* IHIE NoKTH WESTERN RaIL'WAY. 

47. Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : (a) Is it a fact that the Agtuit, North 
Western Railway, Me his letter No. E.C.|188-W. (Con.), dated the 29th 
March, 1933, admitted certain supersessions and ordorccl redressal of the 
same at an early date V 

(/m If tlie repl\ to fiair m) iir iji tl.c aiTirmative, will (h»vernment 
be phoised to stale* what action has be.m taken to givt* effect to these 
orders of the Agent, by tin* reK])ec1ive Heads of Department f 

Mr. P. R. Rau : Government have n<» information. 

Muslim Sur-Assisia.nt Si roicons am> ^Vssi.spant Sitroe()N.s on thb: Bast 

Indian Railway. 

48. Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : Will Government be pleased to state 
the number of Muslim Sub-Assistant Surgeons and Assistant Surgeons 
on the East Indian Railway f 

Mr. P. R. Rau : There are seven Muslim Sub-Assistant Surgeons and 

;Ajjsistant Surgeon on the East Ind^aji. Railway. 
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Recruitment of Muslim Employees in the Government Forms Press, 

Alkjakii. 

49. Kunwar Hajee Ismail Ali Khan : (a) Is it a tact that the Gov¬ 
ernment have fixed a ratio for the recruitment of the Muslim employees 
in tl’.e Government Forms Preas, Aligarh ? 

ih) When was that order enforced ? What is the present repre¬ 
sentation of Muslim employees in the Government Forms Press. Aligarh, 
in the <*lei ieal branch 1 

(r) How many Muslims against Hindus have been employed in the 
clerical branch in the above Press since that order was enforced 

{(J.) An* Government aware that Muslim elainis have been ignored 
with regard 1o the representations in the Press ? 

({) Do Government propose to issue instructions to the Manager, 
Gov(‘inmcnt Forms I'ress, to redress their grievances ? 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : (a) and (<1). No. 

<h) No sneli order was given ? Seven posts in ihe elerical branch 
were held by Muslims in 19:12 which is the latest year for whieli I have 
information. 

ic) and (r). Do not arise. 

Incomi: of the A('(orx'iwxT, Government For.ms Press, Aligarh. 

oO. Kunwar Hajee Ismail Ali Khan : (a; What is the present pay 
of P. Rhawani Gharan. Accounianl. in the Government Forms l*ress, 
Aligarh 1 

(h) Are Goteniment aware that he runs a press and makes Gov¬ 
ernment pre.ss employees work in his press free of all charges ? 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : (a) The present pay of the 
Aeeoiintanl in the Aligarh Press is Rs. 110. 

{//) Govt*rninent have no information, hut the Controller is being 
asked to make cmpiiries. 

CoNTR\('TS FOR InULPlNiJ AND SriM'J.YINO (tOODS, ETC., IN THE 
Gom;u\ mint Forms Pres^^, Ar.iGARTT. 

51. Kunwar Hajee Ismail Ali Khan : (a'^ Ts it a fact that contracts 
for building and snp])Iying goods and waste paper are always lield by 
Hindus in the Aligarh (lovcrnmeiit Forms Press '? 

(h) Is it a fact that the tenders are not invited by the Manager, and 
applications .suhraitt<*d by Muhammadan contractors for considering 
their rates are turned down t 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : (a) and (&). The answer is in 
tin* negative. 

Allfxjations a(uinst thf. Head Glerk, Government Forms Press. 

Alkiarh. 

52. Kunwar Hajee Ismail Ali Khan : ia) Ts it a fact that the Head 

Clerk, Government Fortiis Press, Aljgirb, owns a press at Simla which is 
called the Victoria Press '? ‘ ' 
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(b) Do Government permit their servants to carry oij, private 
business V 

(c) How many months leave lias the Head Clerk taken since he was 
posted at Aligarh ? 

(d) Are Government aware that the leave availed of by him was 
utilised in looking after his private press ? 

(e) Are Government aware that the Head Clerk is not in a good 
financial condition ? 

(/) Is it a fact that he has borrowed a large sum of money from one 
of his subordinate’s relations, mimed Alisri Lai contracter in Aligarh 
workshop ? 

(g) Do Government encounige such dealings ? If not, do Govern¬ 
ment pro])use to order an inquiry and take necessary action against Jiim ? 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : (a), (c) and id). I am not in 
possession of the fa(*ts but shall make inquiries. 

(b) and (r). No. 

(/) Government have no information. 

(gf) The answer to the first part is in the negativi* and to the second 
jiart in the affirmative. 


Di.V-LiT STKLKfS OF Xi.W DETim. 

53. Mr. S. C. Mitra : (a) lias tin* a I tent ion of Government been 
drawn to the letter wliieh appeared in the Hivfhistayi Tm^ft of the 2nd 
July. 1933. under the catition ** Dim-lit Sti^ets of New' Delhi ’’ ? 

(h) If so, do GovernmenT propose to incpiire into the matter and to 
remove the grievance comjilained of ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : ia) Yes. 

(h) No reduction in the usual summer scale of lighting has been 
made Ibis year. The lighting of roads in New Delhi is reduced every 
summer on grounds of economy and because it is considered that at that 
season, when the traffic and population of the area are reduced to a 
minimum, there is no need for the illumination on the scale required 
in the wdnter months. The summer scale of road lighting is under con¬ 
sideration and such improvements as may he found possible will be 
effected. 

Insanitary Conditions near 8»amru Placi: and Lumsden Squakd, 

New D:^jHI. 

54. Mr. S. C. Mitra : (n) Will Government please refer to the 
reply given on Rth Mareli, 1933. to my unstarred questioii No. 60 regarding 
insanitary conditions near Samru Place and Luinsden Square. New Delhi 
and say whether “ suitable action ” has been taken in Die matter ? 

(b) If the reply to part (o) he in the affirmative, w’ill Government be 
pliMsed to state the nature of the action taken ? 

BCr. G. 8 . Bajpai : (a) Yes. 

(ft) The gwalm who were re.sponsihle for the insanitary eonditi^it 
were prosecuted and this has had satisfactory rekilkM: ' ^ ^ c- i * -13^^ 



MOTION FOB ADJOURNMENl. 


Expl’lshin C)rder passed by the Commissioner on some Residents op 

TnuLRA State. 

Mr. President (The IJonourable Sir Slianinukham Chetty) : Order, 
orfler : 1 have received a notice i'roin Maulvi Muhammad Shafee Daoodi 
llial he proposes to ask for leave to make a motion for ihe adjournment 
oJ‘ th(* husiness of the Il(mse today for the purpose of diseussinj' definite 
matler of urfrent public imfxjrtance as follows ; 

“ 'J'iii* f'X|»!i1si()!i unlrr ji;i.sH<*d hv the tNnniiiissioiier <ui or jihout the .Itti on 

KOtio* residents of t’hiilra St.Mte within Hev<‘n dnys from the order.’’ 

Ih'fore I ask il‘ any Honourable Member has any (dtjeetion to this 
motion, 1 must jtoiiit out that my attention has been drawn to the 
N(d ion of tile (io\eminent of India, No. 49.S-F.. dated ilie 5th 
Se|>}«‘Mil»er, ItilPk This Xf)tifieation relates to tlie terril'.|*y in the North- 
Wist Frontier l*rovince known as Fpper Tanawal. 1 have to ask from 
the I*()litieal Secretary whether the Phulra State referred to in this 
inoiion is within the territory of Fpper Tanawal V 

Mr. B. J. Glancy r Political Secretary) : Yes. Sir, it is. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shanniukham ChettjO = 
the ."Mh SepteiiilMT, 111.43. the Government of India in tlu? Foreij^n De- 
})ir1nK‘nt have issued a Notification to this elfeet : 

“ 111 exorri.se <if tli<‘ ]»(»\\<>rs eonferred ti\ std) sretioii (-» of seetioii ."iJA of the 
Govrrmuent of India .Art, 1 lie (loveriior Grner.'il in (’oiinril is |ilens«*d to ileeinre the 
t«r»'iloi} in the North-West Trontier Provinre known as rpper Tanawal to he a hinkw.ara 
fiarl, and is f'nrthrr filrasr<l, uith the sanction of Ilis Majesty which has t:eeii sij^nUIcd 
h^ (he Secretary of State for India in roniicil. to d.irisd that thi‘ said \ct in it.s appli¬ 
cation lo tile said territory shall tu* suhji'ct to the exceptions ami niodilicatious sjieeifiod 
in tlie Scdiedule hereto annexeil.” 

Tin relevjjjtt ])ortion of the Schedule with which we are concerned 
is T\Mraj»i*aph .4 of the Schedule which runs a.s folhnv.s : 

“ In lieu of the provisions of the said Act (/.#.. the (lovernmeiit of ImlLi Act), 
whi(h ciiahle rules to he made for priddbitin^ or rejrulatiiitj in either chamhor of the 
Indian liejyislature the asking of tpiestions on, and the diseussion of, any subject 
.speeifi«*d in the rule.s, tlo're sliall hi* substituted a provision pndiihitinir the asking of 
ipiestioiis on. and the di.scnssion <»f, any .«nhjeet relating to tliis territory." 

Now, in the lifrht of this Notification, I would like to know from the 
Iloiuuirable the Mover how is his motion in onhu* ? 

Maulvi Muhammad Shafee Daoodi (I'irhnt Division : Muhammad¬ 
an^ : Sir, I received the telegram on Ihe fith September, and, 1 believe, 
on the ilth, T gave notice of a short notice question to the Secretary of 
this House. I wanted to know what the real facts about this ease were. 

1 was told that the Member in charge was not prepared to accept the 
short notice and that my (piestion would be answeivii in the normal 
conise of the husiness of the House. 1 thought that tho seven days 
will ex|/irc before the turn of the question came and, therefore, T could 
not do anything else except to put in an adjournment motion, .so that 
the Government may be eom]>e]led to express their vi^^Avs on the point 
and give ns tlie information available. Now, 1 find that they have placed 
hefnri yon. Sir, a Notification of the Oovi'rnmeiit of India, dated tlie 5th 
September vdiieh was certainly in their ]mssession on that day. So, they 
treated us very badly by not telling us directly on that vor>^ day that there 

i am ) ... 
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was a Notilic*ation of that description and t'liat, under that Notification, 
orders have* been passed by flu* ('ommi.ssioiier. If they have got the 
discretion in refusing to talve notice of a short notice (luestion, tiny should 
not exercise' it in accordance with their whims. They must ])roceed in a 
reasonable manner. If they had told us the facts they have now brought 
to your notice, 1 would have considered the matter and taken some other 
course of action, lint, as it is, J repeat that 1 hav(‘ been treated very 
badly by the Honourable Member in charge of the Department. 1 wanted 
to move the adjournment of the House, beeaiusi* the Member in charge had 
used the discretion in a manner which is not worthy of the House. 1 was 
tohl by the Secretary that T (*ould not do it and, therefore, I had to frame 
my motion for adjournment in that form. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shaninukham Chetty) : 1 want 
to know from the Honourable Member what he has to say in the light 
of the NtiTilieation that I liave read out as to the admissibility of J)is 
motion. With regard to the observations which the Honourable the 
Mover has made as to tlie refusal of the Political Secretary to answer 
tlie slioit ])olic(‘ (jue.stion, 1 propose to ask him to make any observations 
he may i.-hoose to niakt*. 

Mr, B. J. Glancy : May I say, Sir, that at the time when notice* was 
given, this Notification had not been hronght to my attention. All thai 
1 asked for was time to study the eas(* so tliat. if the question w^as 
allowed, it might be properly answered. 

Maulvi Muhammad Shafee Daoodi : It is not that the time was ask(*d 
by the Honourable Member, but be said that he would met aeeept n(>tice 
of a short notiee* epiestion. Tf it had been a epiestion of time, that woidd 
have been a dill’e'ront matter altogeth<*r. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shaninukham Chetty ) : What¬ 
ever it is, in the light of this Notification, even the slu)rt notice question 
of the Ilonourabh* Meird>er would he out of order, because this Notifica¬ 
tion, read with existing rules, d(*hars this Assembly’s jurisdiction 
from asking any question or moving any liesolutions relating to that 
territory. 

Maulvi Muhammad Shafee Daoodi : Now that the Notification b js 
lie*o rea<l out to the House, I shall have to consider over the ?na1tcr 
and take steps that 1 may think necessary in the matter. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shanmukham Chetty) : The 
Hojiourable Member, therefore, docs not adduce any argument to show 
that his motion is in order in the light of this Notification. Therefore, 
in the light of the Notification that has just been read to the House by 
me read with Ruh? 23 and Rule 12 (.5), I rule that the adjournment 
iJiotion is not in order. 


STATEMENTS LAID ON THE TABLE. 

G. B. F. Tottenham (Army Secretary) : Sir, J lay on the table 
the information ])romised in reply to starred questions Nos. 628 to 632 
asked by Bhai Parma Nand on the 3?d March, 1933. 
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]*AY OE ClJintKS OF THE INDIAN AuMY SERVICE (’ORFS. 

•(i2S. {a) Y(*h. 

(h) (j) uiui (ii). Vc*s. , 

{Hi) Till* luuxiiiium juiv of Bh. .‘iTfi oau bo earned only b.> those who are appointed 
or jiroiiioted to the Upper Division before they are HI years of age. 


1*AY OF (-I.ERKS OP THE INDIAN AhMV SERVICE C’ORPS. 

' 029. (a) (i). Yea, but the increase of Rh. 60 was sanctioned only as a temporary 
lueasiire on account of the increase in the cost of living. 

(ii) Only two cases can be recalled in which a clerk reached a position entitling 
him to pay anil allowances at the rate of Its. H60 a month. 

(Hi) No option was given, but clerks w'ho.se pay on the Ist Septe./iber, 3923 
(inclusiM* of the temporary increase in pay and local allowance; exceeded the emolii- 
uieiits admissible under the new scale, were granti*d the difference as a personal allowance 
W'liich way absorbed in subseipient increments. 

(/?■) Ves. On the introduction of the revised rates of pay in 192H, all local allow- 
aiMcs, except those in ibirina, Ad(‘n and Oilgit, and all officiating !il)owMnc*“.-. v/ere dis* 
coiitinncd. 

(h) The inaxiinum ]»ay admissible under the old rates w.as Its. HOO a month, 
whereas the maximniii now is Its. HTTk The new scale of pay as a wholi is Tuore 
attractive inasiniuh as Upper l)i\isioii clerks are now eligible for annual iiicrernentB 
of Its. until they reach the Its. 325 stage and thereafter biennial increment.s of Rs. 25, 
whereas under the old rate.s the ineremeiits were much smaller and only hea*l assistants 
were allowed incri'iijents of Ks. 10. The minimum i.f the present time-scah* of pay is 
also liiglier than that of the old scale. 


I'ay of ('lekks of the Indian Army Service C’ori’s. 

‘O.'hh (a) and (h). Government are aware that there is some discimtent in certain 
quarters and the suitability of the existing scales is being examined. No proposal, 
how’ever, which iiividves an increase of expenditure is likely to receive consideration at 
the ]>reseiit time ; and the existing rates will probably be reduced for future entrants. 

((’) The uUerutiou of grading asked for by the personnel eonceiued would mvolve 
extra exin*iiditure. 


(rRANT OF PeNSIO.V TO ('HE<’Km'< OP THE IXDTAN ArMY SfIRVK’E CoRPS. 
^6H1. The answer is in the negative. 


l*.\v OF Store-Kfefers of the I.ndian Army Service Corps. 

*6HL*. {II) About 11 per cent, of the serving Upper Division storekeepers and those 
L'twer Division sf<in*keepers who may be promoted to the Up]>er Division before the 
age of will riotfn;illy attain tlie m.axiiiiiiiii pa\ of Rs. 140 before retirement. 

(h ) Ves. 'Pile difl'<Teni*e is due tu the nature of their duties. Tin* ri*t.i*ntioii and 
ndv.-im-eiiieiii of men in the .Meehanical Traiispin't Hraiich are subject to their passing 
serindilFig technical tests which ;i?f* iiid applicable to the Supply Branch. 

(c) A'es. 

{fi) No. 


ELE(vriON OF MEMHERS TO THE SALT INDUSTRY COMMITTEE. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster (Finance Member) ; Sir, I beg 
to move : 

That this Assembly do proceed to elect, in such .ngiiuter at| the Honourable the 
President may direct, three Members to sit on the Shit Industry Committeo of the 
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Legislalive Asseniblv in place of Air. S. (\ Shaliani, deceased, and the Honourable Sir 
Shanmukliani Chettv and Mr. L. V. IleatlicoU* who have ceased to be members of the 
Commif rec." , 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. President (The llonouraljle Sir Shaniifuikhain (’hotly') : I may 
inform Honourable Moiiihors that nominations for the j>iirj)oso of election 
of three ^Members for the Salt Industry (’ommittee will bo received in 
the Assembly Office upto 12 noon on Wednesday. th(‘ 13th September, and 
that the election, if necessary, will be lield on Frida}", the 15th 8(‘ptember, 
1983. It is projmsed to adojit the same ]>rocedurt* for holding the election 
for this (.’ornmittee as lias been observed in conne<*tion with the Standing 
ronimittees for the Dejiartnients of (’oinnierce and Industries and Ijabour. 
Jlinioiirable ]\Iembers have already been informed of this procedure in the 
Legislative Assembly Circular No. XLIV. dated the 2Sth August, 1988. 
The election will be conducted in aceordanc(* with the princi])h‘ of pro¬ 
portional rcjiresentation by means of the single transferable vote. 


THE IMPERIAL BANK OF INDIA (AMENDMENT) HILL. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster (Finance Member) : Sir, 1 
move for leave to introduce a Bill further to amend the Imperial Bank of 
India Act, 1920, for certain purposes. Sir, the ol),j^^cts and reasons for 
this Bill are so fully set out in the statement that 1 m‘cd siiy nothing more 
in explanation on this occasion. 1 would (uily like to remind the IIou5W' 
that this Bill is very closely coiinectt^d with, and indeed is consequential 
on, the Bill to set up a Reserve Bank for India, and that, following the 
proc(’dure which was adopted on the last oecasioii, we consider it desirable 
that the two Bills should be considered together and we hope that the 
House will agree that the Imperial Bank of India (Amendment) Bill 
should be referred to the same Committee which will consider the Reserve 
Bank Bill. Sir, I move. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shanmiikham Chetty) : The 
question is ; 

" TJi.'it leave be? pranU'd to introduce a Bill further t-o amend the Imperial Bank 
of India Act, 1.020, for certain jmrposes. ” 

The motion was adopted. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster (Finance Member) ; Sir, I 
introduce the Bill. 


THE INDIAN LAC CESS (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai (Secretary, Department of Education, Health and 
Lands) : Sir, I move for leave to introduce a Bill to amend the Indian 
Lac Coss Act, 1980, for certain f)urposes. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shanmukham (^hetty) : The 
question is : 

That leave be granted to introduce a Bill to amend the Indian Lac Ochs Act, 
1930, for certain pui])oseH.” 

The motion was adopted. 
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Mr. O. S. Bajpai : Sir, 1 introduce the Bill. 


THE RESERVE HANK OP INDIA BILL. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster (Kiiicmfo Memhei j : Sir, I bej^ 
to move : 

*‘ 'I li;it this Assoiii])lv do m'oiiiincinl 1o tiu* f‘oun(*il of Stati* that th** to 

cifiislitiiti* a Kosorvc Bank of India Im* referred to :i .Joint (‘oinniittoe of this Vasoinbly 
and <»f tlio Coiiindl of Stato with instnndions to ro])ort on or befr»n* tin- 20th Nownibor, 
jyS.'t, and that tho Joint (Vnninitkv do (‘Oiisist of 21 inonibers. ” 

Sir, 1 desire to avoid niakiri" a loiijr speech on this occasion. 1 imagine 
that there is ]»ractically complete agreement in this House on the main 
puffose of the Reserve Bank Bill, the main and primary purpose being, as 
I slnndd describe it, to set up a Re.serve Bank free from political influence. 
Tliat, Sir, is the main principle of this Bill and. at this stage, it is not 
appHJpriatc or indeed permissible to enter into any long discussion of 
<if‘tails. We are now moving for reference to a Joint Committee, and as 
I am making that motion. I want to explain to the House as shortly as 
1 ejiTi what ai*e our reasons for having }»r(»])osed this procedure and wliat 
is lie* nature of the business whi(*h that Committee would have to under¬ 
take. As r’(*uanls our reasons f<»r proposiiiir this procedure, we have 
been mainly influenced by the fad that it was followed on the last occasion. 
We fhonglit that as it ha<l been adopted after veiean‘fnl consideration 
on that occasion, and that as a precedent has been std up. that precedent, 
in 1h<* aliseuce of \‘uw stn-ng n*asons to tlu* contrary, should be followed. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh (Mu/affarpur non Cbamparan : Ni)n- 
Mniiaiumadau ! : Wliat was tlie result of that pr(‘eedent last' time / 

The Honourable Sir CSkorge Schuster : The result of that precedent 
was at any rate a full discussion tjf that mea.siire. but I trust that, on tlu* 
present (leeasiou, such discussi(ui will lead tc) soiiu* more fruil-beariiig results 
than (HI the last oei-asion. 

Mr. B. Das (Ori.ssa Divi.siou : Xon-Miihanimadaii ) : The Hill will be 
thrown out on clause S. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster ; The ])roeeilure.- - whatever 
1113 ' Honourable friends may think of the nature of the measure,—the pro¬ 
cedure at any rate was acceptable on the last cK'casion to this Assembly and, 
as I .sa 3 ’. unless there were ver 3 ’ strong reasons to the eoiitrarj’ which we 
do not see, we felt it desirable to follow that procedure, because it seems 
t(» us not onl 3 ' to be an established precedent, but also to have a great deal 
to commend itself to us. 

Then. I turn to another jioint as regards the procedure. Before the 
Committee sibs, there will he ample time for all those sections of the public. 
That are interested in thus measure, to study it and to put forward their 
opinions, and we should he veiy glad to receive opinions which can be 
laid before the Joint Committee--if this House approves the proposal to set 
uj) such a C^ominittco. Tlic matters for discussion being also of a liighly 
technical nature, it would be (Uir idea, i!' it i.s approved 1 ) 3 ' the Committee, 
to arrange for certain individuals in this country who have expert expe¬ 
rience on matters under discussion to attend the meetings of the Committee 
and give the (Committee the benefit of their evidence and advice. (Hear, 
hear.) That, Sir, f think, is all I need say as regards the procedure. 
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I wiiiit next 1o say something: as rcpranls the iialnn* of tlic business which 
the Goniniittee will have to conduct, as 1 tljink it is ini])ortant that the 
llonsc, l»(‘t'on* it considers this motion, sluuild clearly vi.snalise what that 
Gommitt('e lias »‘ot to do. The natui'e of the task is highly teclinical. There 
are three classes of (luestions whirli Avill have to lu* considered. First oT 
all, there are the provisions of the oriprinaJ Bill which are beinjr repeated 
■Nvithout alteration in the i>resent Bill. Then, there are those provisions 
in the pr(‘sent Bill where we have endeavoured to incorporate, as exactly 
as w< can interi)ret tlieni. the recommendations of tln‘ Ijondon Committee. 
- provisions where the ])j*es(‘nt Bill ditiers from the oriprinal Bill. Ijastly, 
tliei*(‘ are those matters wdiere the London Committee recommended that, 
they should he the subject of further consideration in India.. 

No\v, Sir, 1 n(*ed say nothiiifr alxmt tlie first class ot' (piestions that 1 
have mentioned, the provisions of the present Bill which remain unaltered. 
As to the second class, the [)rovisions, where important alterations have 
been made, I Avonld just like to rnn over some of the main points so that 
the House may he reminded of them. There is the (juestion of the deinmii' 
nation of .shares, there is the (piestion of votinj^ rights—and here, T would 
remind the House that one important ehanpre in the ])resent Bill is that 
there is no limit for maximum hohlinjr of sliar(»s hy any individual, but 
there is a limitation ou the votinpr riprlits that can he exercised by a sinp^le 
individual. Then, there is the question of tlH‘ distribution of shares amonj^ 
the various areas in India as to w’hich, I w’ould remind the House that the 
areas have been somew’hat dilferently d(‘fined in the ]»resent Bill. T would 
also like to call attention to one feature w hich, 1 hoi)C. all Honourable Mem¬ 
bers will reprard as satisfactoiw’ and that is, that, whereas hi the former Bill 
all the Indian States would have been coneentrated in the Delhi area and 
on the Delhi register, now’^ the recommendation is—it is a recommendation 
Avhieh was supported hy all the States representatives on the Committeti— 
the recommendation is that the States shall he grouped where they 
geogra])hically lie and that no distinction should be made betwTen British 
India and the Indian States. That, Sir, I think, is a sipmificant move 
towards the conception of a TTnited India where there is no distinction, at 
any rate, for the juirpose of ordinary life between British India and the 
Indian States. Then there is the ])rovision as regards allotment of shares ; 
there is a special direction in the present Bill that the Board, in allotting 
the shares, shall do so on the basis that they consider equitable in order 
to se( lire the wudest possible distribution of shares. In the former Bill 
the |)rovisioTi w'as that after allotting one share to each applicant, the 
balance should Ik* distrihiitcd hy lot. Wc think that the present provision 
is a more satisfactory provision. Then then* is the question of the Board 
of Directors. The present Bill cont^emplates a much smaller board, 16 
instead of 24. Then there are the very important new provisions as regards 
the method of electing Directors. They are to be elected by local <dective 
hoards instead of by electoral colleges and these local boards will have a 
dchnite function and w^e hope that they will become a definite reality and 
not bodies just merely set up for the purpose of carrying out (‘lec-tion.s. 

1 next come to certain more technical matters. There is the question 
of the assets and liabilities of the Bank. On the liability side, there is 
one very important change. According to the present proposals, the Bank 
has to carrjr no liability for the redemption of silver rupees on return from 
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circiilfitioii. Tlion*for<‘. we propose iio rupee rf‘(leinption fuuds ijs wus 
foi’inerly coiisi(Jere(l fo be neeessary. The (loveriimcnt, acconlir’^r 1o our 
])resent proposals, will only ask fJie Hank to take over the stock of rupees 
whieli is eonsiclered sutifieient for ils own normal purposes, that is 1o say, 
."»() erores ; and the liability for i-edeemin*' rupees in exeess of that which 
mav b(* reTiirned from einodaiion also the whob* res[)onsibility for 
dis|'-osin^ of the (iovernnient’s present surjdus stock of silver in excess 
of r»0 crfu*es of rui)ecs will remain with the Oovernnient of Jiidia. Then, 
on the asset side, there is, of course, tln^ important ehan^^e that the whole 
(juestion of irold is now (»ii a dillerent basis. Jiut the rommittee has 
r(‘eom!n<*nded that althoufrh jrold at present is worth aO per cent, more 
tJum its noipinal value ae.eorvlin^ to the old parity, nevertheless ^old 
in the res(M*V(‘s shall be valued at the old parity. I wr)uld remind 
Honourable Memlxu’s that that means, if that })rovision is adopted, that 
tin- Hank would in present cireumstariees start with a hidden reserve 
of alioiit erores. Then there is the (|uestion of the proportion of f'old 
to be held, the proportion of gold to the other n*serves, which was the 
subject of very considerable discussion in London and which, I am 
sure, the Committee of this Legislature will want to consider in detail. 

Allotlier ])oint is that the opening of a London Hraneh is in the 
j>reseiit Hill made ojitional and various considerations as regard.s that 
ai*e mentioned in tbe report. Then the last point that I would mention 
among the definite changes in the Bill is the question of the dividend on 
the shares. That was dealt with in the old Bill in clause 46 and in 
Seliedule 111 and is dealt Avith in clause 44 and Schedule IV of the new 
Hill, Formerly the fwovision was that dividends should be 5 per cent, 
rising to a maximum of 7 per cent., and the proposal in the present Bill is 
that the lixed miniinuiii dividend should be at a rate to be fixed by the 
(ifivernor (leneral in Foiuicil, so that it may be fixed at a rate appropriate 
iu Ibe conditions when the share's have been issued and that the maximum 
rate shall be 6 per cent. Whereas formerly it was 5 to 7 per cent., now 
it is up To 6 per cent. And, in mentioning that point, I w^ould like to 
emphasis** to the House that when there is a good deal of talk of handing 
ovei* a very profitable enterprise to private shareholders, I would remind 
TLuiourable Members that accxirding to these proposals the private share¬ 
holders cannot get more than a maximum of 6 per cent, dividend on their 
‘'hai'(‘s and that all surplus ])rofits will still go to the Government. 

Mr. B. Das : Why not a State Bank ? Why a shareholders’ bank f 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : Then, Sir, I return to the 
third class of points which T mentioned, points w’hich have to be further 
considered in India. As regards those points. Honourable Members may 
liave noticed that the Committee, in its report on certain occasions, re¬ 
commended tliat a point should be further considered in India and on 
other occasions recommended that it should be further considered by the 
Government of India. I would also remind them thgjt some of the points 
will be points for legislation and others will be points to be dealt with 
either in subsidiary agreements or merely in tlie form of layitig down 
Government policy. But although there is that distinction between these 
different classes of points, T want to make it clear that we regard them all 
as intimately connected with the policy which is being put before the 
Ilopse in,this Bill, and tliat we desire to have an opportunity of getting 
the opinions of representatives in this Legislature by discussion in Select 
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Coniinittee. Now, Sir, these points are in the main all technical points. 
71jere is the question of the nature of Government securities that the GauJv 
sliould be allowe4 to pureJiase, clause 17, sub-clauses (?') and (d). The 
(.‘ommittee held, that the lestrictioiis might be unduly rt'Strictive and that 
j)oint has got to be considered in Committee. Then there is clause 18, a 
clause deaJing with the Bank’s power to t^ike part in open market opera¬ 
tions in discounting bills. There, again, the Committee held that the old 
provision niay be interi)reted in too restrictive a way. That is another 
j)oint for consideration. Then there is the question of the size of the 
initial reserves, how much ought to be held in the form of gold and sterling 
securities before it is safe to set the Bank up. The Committee adopted 
the old provision that the l^ank should be started off with 50 per cent, of 
the reserves of that type, but has recommended that as the reserve pro- 
\isi<»n has in a sense been reduced by the elimination of the rupei* redem- 
tion fund, it should be considered whether that 50 per cent, ought not 
perhaps to be a bit higher. That is a ver>’ imjiortant point. 

Then there is another question, the question of how the proceeds of 
sales of surplus silver by the Government are to be disposed of, because, 
with the altennl arrangements which we now propose, the proceeds of 
those silver sales will not automatically go to the currency ri‘serves. Tliat 
is a (luestion affecting the fiolicy of Government and certainly dmnands 
most careful consideration. Then anotlier point is the projiortion of 
Gov<*rnment of India securities to be held in the currency reserve's,— 
clause 'll of the old. Bill and clause X) of the new Bill. The Committer 
.say that ilie limit f>io])osed in the old Bill of 50 erores or oiie-<juarler (*f tlie 
reserv(‘s. whielu'vei* is les.s, might unduly restrict the open raarlo't opera¬ 
tions of the Bank. That, again, is a ])oint which wdll retpiire cartd'ul 
consideration. Then there is the ixiint arising from what T have just 
said, (d’ tlie valuation of gold reser\’es. Tf the gold reserv^es are to be 
valued at their existing parity, there is a chance of great profit being 
made either on the sale of a portion of those gold reseiwes or on a revalua¬ 
tion of the gold if at any time a different monetary system were to l>e 
adopted. The question of how such a profit, if it arose, sliould be dis¬ 
posed of is one which reffuires mast careful eonsideration and has been 
referred by the London Committee for further consideration in India. 
Then there are the provisions as regards the Scheduled Banks ; that 
matter again is being referred for further consideration here, and that 
is a very important question, for it raises the whole question of the 
relations between the odinarj^ banks and the Reserve Bank. Then, lastly, 
there is that very important head, the question of the relations between 
the Reserve Bank and the Imperial Bank. The Committee recommended 
that a new agreement should be made with the Imperial Bank on Ihe 
lines suggested in the case of the old Bill. So far as we are concerned, 
up to the present, we have merely inserted again in the Bill the old 
]>rovisions, but we recognise that they require rceonsideration. There is 
the question of the period for which the agreement should be made, and 
the terms on which the Imperial Bank should act as Agents for the 
Reserve Bank and the sort of remuneration which they should get for 
maintaining a .number of branch offices. Lastly, there is the possibility 
of the question of some sort of compensation to the Imperial Bank on the 
occasion of this change. All those are matters which must be dealt with 
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in the first plaee by negotiation between the Executive Government and 
the Directors of the Imperial Bank, but they are all matters on which 
we must consult the representatives of this Legislature in the Committee 
which has got to be set up. 

Now, I have only selected some of tlie more important points which 
the Committee will have to consider ; but I think after hearing my list, 
Honourable Members will realise that what I said in the beginning is 
true, that this is going to be a very technical business, on which we want 
to have tlie assistance, as far as possible, of all those in the House who 
are qualified to speak on technical matters of this kind. I liave dealt with 
the main features of the Bill and what it does ; and I just want to say 
that there is one thing which the Bill does not do. It does not purport 
to be a Bill for setting up a new monetary or currency system for India. 
It is merely a Bill to set up certain machinery for working the existing 
inonelary system whatever that may be. The question of whether the 
existing monetary system should be changed is a matter which would have 
to be dealt with differently and separately. 

Before T eonclndo, I think it might be of interest to the House if 
I said something as regards the practical possibilities of setting up the 
Bank in the near future. When tliis matter has been discussed before, 
there has always been an apprehension that the provision of ciirrcTicy 
reserves in th^ form of external seeuritie"’, gold and sterling securities, 
might be a matter of great practical difficulty, and that delay in accu¬ 
mulating 1ho.se reserves might lead to delay in setting up the Bank. If 
we look at the i)reseiit ])ositicm, I think at least there is reason for some 
satisfaetioii on that ])artie.iilar score. I do not say that we have already 
reached the necessarj’' level, but we are very near it ; and, if things go well, 
we should certainly attain to that position in the very near future. Jn 
fact it would he actually within our power to attain that position at the 
present moment. The position is as follows. I am giving the figures as 
on ni.st Augu-st, 1933. The liabilities on the note issue were Rs. 179] 
crores ; and, if we say, that there should he 50 per cent, of that available 
in gold and sterling securities, that means there ought to be Rs. 89.88 
crores. On the 31st August, there was in the form of gold in the Paper 
Currency Reserve and the Gold Standard Reser\'’e a sum of Rs. 44.49 
crores and in sterling securities Rs. 38.16 crores or a total of Rs. 82.65 
crores, against the fifty p(*r cent, requirement of Rs. 89.88 crores. There¬ 
fore, there is only an actual shortage of Rs. 7.23 crores. On the same 
date the Trca.sury Balances in London were £13 millions sterling and 
there was still ^,870,000 to come in the form of final payment on the 
last loan. That means we had resources available in London of very 
nearly £17 millions. As against that, we have to consider that there is 
a liability of £10 millions to meet on the repa^nment of the £10 million 
6 per cent, loan on the 15th December. Allowing for that liability we 
have £7 millions in hand. And a further transfer of £6 millions, pro¬ 
viding for Rs. 8 crores, would be more than enough to fill the actual gap 
in the currency reserve. Lastly, one must consider, together wdth tliat. 
the fact to which I have already called attention that our gold is valued 
at the old parity and that at present prices there is a hidden reserve of 
unrealised profit of Rs. 22 crores on that gold holding. 

I think if all those facts are considered together, one may say that 
the present situation is not an unsatisfactory one. What it will be when 
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the ti?^e comes when we are administratively ready to set up the Reserve 
Bank is another matter, that depends on bow things go in the interval; 

J would say nothing more than this, that when we bring forward this 
measure on the present, occasion, we can say that we have at least reason¬ 
able ground for hoping that difficulty in providing currency reserves will 
not be a factor which will liold up the bringing into fruition of tliis scheme. 
Sir, I move. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shanniukham Chctty) : Motion 
moved : 

“ Tljjit this AsseinMv do m'oniiiiend to the Ctiuncil of State that the liill to 
COUE'tilute a Reserve* Rank of India l»e referred to a .loiiit (\>mmittt‘e of this Aaseinbl/ 
and of the Coiiiieil of State with iustruetioiis to report on or before tlie 20th November, 
1933, and that the Joint Cenuuittee do consist of 24 members.” 

There are two amendments down on tJic paper, one in the name of 
Mr. Vidya Sagiir Pandya and the other in the name of Mr. S. C. .Mitra. 

I pro])ose to call on these Honourable Members to move their amendments 
and to throw open the discussion on the original motion together witli the 
two amendments. 

Mr. Vidya Sagar Pandya (Madras .* Indian Commerce) : Sir. 1 beg 
to rise to speak on the motion and also to move my amendment of which 
1 have given notice : 

“ That the Bill to coiistitiit<^ a Reserve liank for India be circulated for the 
purpose of elicitin^r opinion thereon by the 31st December, 1933.” 

But, before I proceed, let me first of all congratulate the Honour¬ 
able the Finance Member on the good fortune lie has in bringing a Bill 
of such importance during the tenure of his office. Now, you know the 
Honourable the Finance Member went In England to consult the 
authorities there and al.so took with him a party of gentleniefi from this 
House, and it was something like a bridal party that went there, and 
we expected that we ivould get a very fine fairy of a Reserv(^ Bank of 
India of which w'e will all be proud. But when he came back, our 
disappointment was of the kind expressed in an Indian proverb : 

“ /iahu ayi Baku ayi mert m^in chdo 
Dole men sc nihaJd Ghofjad Beldo " 
whicli translated into English, means this : 

“ Lo ! The bride has come, the bride has come and we were 
overjoyed ; but when the palanquin, bearing the bride> 
was opened, 'we found a Tom Cat ! 

'Well, Sir, I do not wish to tire the House liy giving a detailed' 
history of the last Gold Standar<I and the Reserve Bank of India Bills 
of 1927 and 192H. I may, however, refer to one part of Ihe ])roeeduro 
tlnm adopted to show* how the time of the House W’as wasted and how 
the Select rommittee was appointed of 24 stout Knights and how they 
made a Report and how the whole thing \vas thrown into the wuistc 
paper basket on receipt of a confidential letter from the Secretary of 
State to the then Finance Member. I do not wdsli to re-open all that 
old story. T do not think that the public outside or this House, 
except the Members who had gone wu’tb the bridal party, to have bad 
sufficient time to consider all aspeots of the case, and that is why it is 
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very necessary that the Bill should be referred for public opinion. 
The Honourable the Finance Member, in his speech, has told us of onlj^ 
one part of the procedure that was adopted. He said that the Select 
Committee was previously appointed, and how it held its meetings. 
May 1 remind him, Sir, that the real procedure adopted on the previous 
occasion was this—first the Bill was formally introduced, then it was 
circulated for public opinion and then referred to a Joint Select Com¬ 
mittee. But, on this occasion, that part of the procedure to circulate 
for public opinion has been omitted and the matter is being rushed 
through by the Honourable the Finance Member, and lie wants us to 
believe that he is giving us ample time for the consideration of the 
various points involved, but, in my opinion, Sir, it is not possible to 
obtain public opinion within such a short time on such a very important 
subject as this. It is hardly necessary for me to impress on this House 
the importance of this Bill. 1, therefore, have to press my amendment 
in the matter and, in doing so, 1 may quote the very words of the 
llonourahh* the Finance Member in sujiport of my amendment. When 
introducing the Bill the Finance Member lias himself said : 

“ Id frumiiifr and passing: this Bill, we shall be doing something to shape the 
doslinies of new India of the future under the new constitution.' ’ 

Then, again, he said : 

On this Bill will depend the security and stability of Indian finances in the 

future 

and that : 

the setting up of the Bank is an important step towards the new Constitution 

III hi.s words : 

** this is a matter which is nttraeting wide attention outside India and the eyes 
of many countries are on it 

In fact, the credit of India in the other countries will depend upon 
how the Jleserve Bank of India is not only constituted, but also actually 
worked. Wo need not in future, if our Bank is a success, depend 
fmtirely on England for our loans, and to the extent we are able tb 
inspire confidence by the constitution and working of the Bank and the 
stability and soiindnes.s of our currency policy and finance, we can 
hope to raise money from other countries at more reasonable and 
cheaper rates than we get from England and also relieve England from 
the responsibility and burden of providing money to us when they 
themselves have to meet heavy war dues. In fact, our solvency will 
depend upon Ihe solvency of the Bank and the way in which it is consti¬ 
tuted and is worked. Again, in the words of the Honourable the 
Finance Member : 

** The country ought to have ample time to ruminate and deliberate, and there 
should be no disposition to rush through the Bill or attempt unwisely in a few weeks 
to push through a measure on which the future destiny of India so much depends.*^ 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : The Honourable Member is 
quoting, as luy own words, words which I put in the mouth of my 
critics. What the Honourable Member has just quoted is what I said 
that my critics have been saying in the press. 

Mr. Vidya Sagar Paadya : T hope the Honourable the Finance 
Member will agree to all the other portions of what I have quoted from 

L265LAD 



1302 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


[11th Sept. 1933 


[Mr. Vidya Sugar Pandya.] 

his speech though T may have misquoted one sentence. He has given 
suflBcient reasons himself as to why the Bill should not be rushed through 
and sufficient time should be given to the public. I quite appreciate 
the anxiety of the Honourable the Finance Member to bestow this boon 
of the Heserve Bank of India as early as possible, but we must gauge 
public opinion and see whether the public are prepared to accept the boon 
in the present form and the manner in which it is propos(‘d to be given 
to them. The Honourable the Finance Member has tried to convince us 
that the method he is ndopting of referring the Bill to a .Joint Select 
Committee of tin* Assembly and the (’onneil of State and placing it 
before the House for passing it in November next is a correct procedure, 
and he thinhs that the intervening period is quite enough for the public 
to examine the provisions of the Bill minutely. 1 (piite ap])reciate the 
de^sire of the Honourable the Finance Member to give India a Reserve 
Bank. But, Sir. We have to consider whether the new Bank will be a 
change from “ King Log ” to “ King Stork 

My Honourable friend, the Finance Member, has .Sjioken of the time 
table and also of the occasion which he has chosen. The time table is 
very brief. The Ke])ort of the London Committee was published in part 
in the pres.s on llie Kith August, and sujiplied to the Members of the 
House late on the 18th August, last. A copy of the Bill was made avail¬ 
able only on th«' 8tli instant. I’nless the Bill was availahh*, it was not 
possible to know wliicli of tlie recommendations of the London Com¬ 
mittee, on which Indians in general and the Indian Legislature in 
particular were so nqireseiited as declared liy tlie Finance Member, were 
accepted. It is a travesty of facts to say that the London (^minittee 
was representative of either this House or of tlie larger public outside. 
It was rather constituted contrary to the original programme of the 
Secretary of State for India. In the report of the Financial Safeguards 
Committee of the Third Round Table Conference, it is placed on record 
that : 

“ till) SeiTotarv of State undertook that representative Indian opinion would he consulted 
in the prejiaration of proposals for the establishment of a Reserve Bank including those 
relating to the reserves 

The Committee which sat in London and which has reiiorted is not 
at all representative of Indian public opinion. It was, as usual, a 
packed commitiee of Government nominees and the members appointed 
thereon were not even elected by the Indian Central Legislature. The 
Government did not ask even the Central Legislature to elect them, 
nor the various Chambers or representative public bodies. I do not know 
what was the qualification and practical experience of some of the 
members who were picked up from the Assembly and the Council of 
State to deal with the question of a Reserve Bank. Several of them 
had open minds, that is, blank minds, ignorant of the subject. They 
were no doubt good and eminent men in their own way, but whether 
they were competent to deal with the subjects which have been 
described by the Honourable Member as so technical—^whether they 
were competent to give their opinion on those matters is a different 
question. The Committee, therefore, merely said ** ditto to the old 
Bill of 1928. If the Secretary of State really desires representative 
Indian public opinion, the Bill must be circulated and then brought 
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up before this House. The Indian press, th^ Indian Chambers and Hie 
public have all denounced the Report of the so-called representative 
London Committee. 

Nov, eominj? back to the time table of the Finance Member, the 
Honourable Member introduced the Bill at 11 a.m. on the 8th instant. 
The House sat the whole of that day, half of the next day, and there was 
besides a sitting of some Select Committee. Thus, practically one day only 
was allowed to llie Members to “ ruminate and deliberate to use the 
words of the Finance Member. Honourable Members opposite have a 
large battalion of well trained Secretaries and clerks and library of 
literature, and it may not even then be possible for them to go through 
the Bill in such a short time. But embers on this side who have not got 
the same facilities round it difficult to go tliroiigh the Bill and consider 
it carefully witldii a period r>f 24 hours. The time given is too short even 
to discuss the principles. The task before Members on this side is to go 
caiefully first, through the original Bill of 1927, then the modihed Bill of 
the last Joint Select Committee, then the notorious Bill of 1928, fourthly, 
the reeominendatious of the Hilton-Young (‘ommission, fifthly, tie? Central 
Banking Infjuiry Committee’s report and the diseussions with the Foreign 
c.xperts ; they liave also to compare the Bill with the statutes of other 
(ountries who have recently gone off the gold standard and see "SNliether 
the Bill, as it has been submitted t^) us, is really aece]>table to this House 
or to the general public outside. 1 eonf(‘s; it is practically impossi])le for 
a ]\lember to make a study of all these things in a day. There is no time 
even to consult one’s own constituency like mine which is spread o\or 26 
(lislriets. The Indian commercial constituency of the Madras Presidency 
which I liavi* the honour to represent in this House has the largest, stake in 
the country and 1 have no time to consult tliem. 1 liave forwarded copies 
of the Bill to sevt‘ral C’liaiiibers in the Madras Presidency, but they will 
get them only after the discussion in the House accepting the principle of 
this Bill is over. 

The Joint Select C-ommittee will meet in October, and, according to 
the motion of the Finance Member, the C’ommittee is to rejmrt on or before 
the 2()th November, hy wliieh time, according to the speech of His Excel¬ 
lency the Viceroy, the Jiill will be placed before tlie House for passing it. 
Where is the time for the country- to express its opinion on tlie Bill or 
as passed hy the Joint Seb'et Committee Even on the admis>.ion of the 
Finaneo Mehiber. lie “ slmuld have welcomed more time ”, and, acc(n’ding 
to hi*- own words, only a shoii time has ela])sed since the publication of 
tl'c Loiuion P<»!nniittee’s irport " and, though the (\»mmittee made certain 
cbdiriite proposals, they rceomimnided that “ several important points on 
Avhich it was unable to make final recommendations slioulil receive further 
consideration in India The Finance Member again said : 

“ As regards ttie deliiiile proposals, Ave have eadoovoured te iiieorpor.ite those aa 
;js we cmii interpret tlu*in in the Hill. As regards the points which were to 
reeeive further eonsideratioii iu India, (and these iiielude some ol the points Avliieh are 
not subject to legislntioii by a P*ill, but Avhieh Avill linve to l.»e dealt with in subsidiary 
agreenient.s), 1 have not had time since iny return to give the full consideration they 
deserve. We tlesire to consider them in consultation Avith the Legislature before "we 
commit ourselvos finally to definit«3 proposals.*' 

The Finance Member would not, in his anxiety to place the Reserve 
Bank on the Statute, give enough time to the public to express tlieir views 
on the present Bill, nor are these subsidiary agreements placed before the 
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House. Unless we consider them also, it is not possible to fully under¬ 
stand the full significance of the Bill and the implications of the agree¬ 
ments. 

Fie has said that the ])ublic is already familiar with the 1928 Bill. 
But the three Bills,—the Bill of 1927, that of the Joint Select Committoe 
of 1927, and that of 1928,—have confused the public. The original Bill 
of 1927 was circnlate'd by the (Tovernment for opinion. Then it went to 
the Joint Select (\)mmittee and there was thus enough time given to the 
public. Why not follow that procedure ”? The Bill of 1928 fell tlii’ough. 
Six or seven ycties ha\e passed and the heavens have not fallen for want 
of a Beserve Bank, as it was then thought when the Bill was rejected. 
So, when we have waited for the last six or s(‘ven years, a little more time, 
say six or eight months m<»re would not matter very much. 

Now. coming to the occasion which he has chosen, in his own \vay it 
is 110 donbt iin excellent one. Government can get any Bill passed in any 
shape and in any manner. They have got a majority and if they bring 
a prcjposition, that the sun rises in the west, it will be jmssed by this House. 
The Government have got a clear majority. The confuMon am(»ng the 
parties, the absence of a large number of ^lembcrs, the scramble for a seat 
on the Joint Select Goniiiiittec (Hear, licar), the anticipation of occui)ying 
a scat by some of us in the House on tlie new Bank art* v(*ry good 
opportunity for tlie Government. AVJiy should they not take advantage 
of it ? 

An Honourable Member : Make hay while the sun shines I 

Mr. Vidya Sagar Pandya : The llonourabb* the Finance Member 
says : 

We (lid ii<)t think it fair to risk that dclav and uiuaTtainty in getting the 
Icgislatimi and it is inijKjrtaiit that sU'Jks .should be taken in advance of the inauguration 
of the lien eonstitutioii. ” 

As such, they do not want to take the risk of the Bill being rejected 
by tlie n(*w body wliieh may come hereafter, and tliey wish to take lull 
advantage of the present situation. J Avould ask wdiether it is a fair tiling 
for the (h)vernmeiit to do. The proper time for the Bill vonld have been 
after tlie new A.ssembly is constituted and the monetary chaos is over. 
The Bill itself says : 

Whereas in the present disorganisation of the monetarv systems of the worlil it 
is not possible to determine what will be suitable as a i>eriiiaueiit basis of the Indian 
moriotary system ’’ ; 

and it further says : 

“ P.ut whereas it is expedient to make temporary' provision on the basis of the 
existing moiudarv system, and to leave the question of the monofiry standard best 
suited to India to be considered when the jnt.eriialional moiictarj' position has become 
suHieienlly edear arid stable to make it possible to frame permanent measures 

WJiy not take some breathing time and consult the country and pass 
the Bill with their support. 

1 now come to the Bill it.self. As in the case of the Bill of 1928, the 
Reserve Bank is to be a Shareholders’ bank. The Bill proposes that it 
sJiall relieve the Swjretary of State for India and the Government of India 
of some of the administrative functions relating to Indian Finance and 
Currency. After a century^ of administration by the notorious East India 
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Compiiny, the Britisli Parliarneut deoided to transfer the adn'mistration 
to the British Crown and it would be regrettable if, after another 75 years 
only, they were to take the retrograde step of retransferring one of the 
most im])ortan1 branches of the administration to a private company— 
another East JmJia Coiiiijany. In theory, the achoeates of the establisli- 
ment of a sliareholders’ bank may have some good reasons and some 
examjdes in other eoiintries (»n their side but, in practice, I believe it would 
not subserve the best interests of India. Tlie Reserve Bank’s businesB 
should be to eneoui-age Gold Currency and to provide India with Gold 
JiCser-ves, but it will he iMii by men who are not j)r(.i)ai'ed to eiieourag(* the 
gerting of gold for fear of disturbing the European money markets. They 
feel tliat tlieir first duty is to the London money market and the need of 
India is only a "’oeonflary eonsi(h‘ration. The Reservi* Broik, unless it be 
a nalional body, representing all Indian interests, has no right to be con¬ 
stituted or designated as tlie Reserve Bank of India to manage Indian 
finance and eurreney. liy exiierienee Indians find tliat the full benefit 
of similar institutions, ostensibly started for India, do not reach further 
than tin* AVhiti* Community in India. It is not possible for a sectarian 
bank with an alien control to ap])roaeh finanees from an Indian stand¬ 
point. When onee a jiartienlar eommuiiity gets hold of a certain advant¬ 
age. it naturally tries to retain it. 

From the fai'ts and figures given in a reeent letter of one of the leading 
Indian (’hanihers, the Sontlun'ii India (’hamher of Commerce, Madras, 
addrc.ssed to the Hoiionrahh* tlu* Finanei* Member only last month, it will 
be clear that in the three old Presidency Hanks and the present Imperial 
Bank of India the Eur(»pi‘aii element largely predominates and in the new 
Reserve Bank of India also, looking into tlu* eomplieated const it ut ion con- 
taiimd in the Bill, the European clement will ]U’edominate and the Indian 
inten‘sts will he subordinated. I am afraid that owing to the conflicting 
interests of mnltifarions eomniunities covering such a large continent as 
India, it is diflicult t(.) constitute a shareholders' in.stitntion to look after 
the interests of India, IiO<*al influenee is likely to b(‘ in the aseeiident and 
other ])ai'ts of the country are likely to he neglected as has hatipened in 
the ease id’ the Imperial Bank of India, and we find some indication of it 
ill tlie Bill. The rejiresentation. for instance, of the ^ladras Presidency 
has lM*en curtailed. In the original Bill, tlu* nu*etings AV(‘re to he held in 
Madras also, but now then* will be no meetings at ^ladras and there i.s 
fear of the interests of otlier parts of India being negl(*eted. Bombay and 
Calcutta will havi- a iiou’s >hare and, as such, the qu.*siion of the establish¬ 
ment of tlu* liead oftiee id' the Bank will also have to be considered, just as 
the Goveniinent of India felt that it was not safe for them to remain in 
(!aleutta and they transferred the ca])ital and came to Delhi. 

I will now read some portions of the letter of tlie Southern India 
Chainber of Commerce which will clearly sliow how the European interests 
predominate. In the past, the Bank of Madras did not contain a single 
Madrasi from 184.'1 to BBT. In the Bank of Bengal, there Avas not a single 
Bengali and it is only in the ease of Bombay they had two Indians on 
the Board. They took them because it was absolutely necessary in the 
interests of the Bank and the Bank eonld not get on Avithout them. 
Otherwise, they Avould not haA^e had them. The Imperial Bank of India 
Is no doubt in a sense imperial. They haA^e got a lot of Europeans on it, 
both in the local Boards as well as on the Central Board. This lettel** 
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clearly proves that the management of a bank of shareholders is a fraud 
on the public. The Secretary of the responsible Chamber writes : 

** (1) I am (liroctod by my Committoe to address the Government of India on 
the question of tbe praetieal working; of the Imperial Bank of India; Act XLVI of 
1920 in the three head ofiiees at Caleiitb*i, Uombay and Madras and in the Central 
Board and request you to be good enoupfh to introduee necessary amendments of the 
Act at an early date. You will no doubt recognise that the experience of the working 
of the Imi>erial Bank of India Act during the last 12 years ought to give a timely 
warning to the Government of India so that the defects of this statute might not be 
niecha'iically repeated in the new iieserve Bank of India Bill and iny Connnitteo are 
anxious for a further reason that the Government of India should closely examine .iust 
at this time the drawbacks of this legislation because the establishment of a Reserve 
Bank uould necessitate an amcndiiieiit of the Imperial Hank <»f India Act ;nid the 
C {)vernnioiit are probably already drafting an amending Bill for the purpose. 

(2) Traditions of the old Presidency Banks. —Tin* Act of 1920 dubbed the 
Imperial Bank of India as the successor of the three old Presidency Banks ami like a 
true successor the former has been carrying out its rich heritage of the history and 
traditions of the I’residency Banks with redoubled vigour and enihusiasn]. By an 
omnibus provision in section 27 of the Act, the several persons who were the directors 
of the Three Presidency Banks constituted the first Local Boards of the Imperial Bank 
of India at Calcutta, Bombay and Madras respectively and the persons who were then 
President, Vice-President and Secretary, res]>ectively, of the Presidency Banks filled 
the same offices in the respeetivc local boards of the Ini]»erial Bank of India. 

(3) My Committee find the present position of tho Calcutta Hoad Office of lb6 
Imperial Bank an exaet reflex of what the * Capital the leading Anglo-Indian Com- 
niertial journal of the country, described of it a few years before the amalgamation of 
the j*residency Banks. ” 

Now eomo the trenchant remarks of the Capital, the representative 
organ of llie Anglo-Indian cominnnity in India : 

“ The Directorate of the Hank of Bengal li;is always beiui a very close borough, 
confined to certain favoured firms, soim* sixb'en in number : of those firms tliree went 
baukruj'i, one having its <‘ertificat<* suspended and six have closed up their business, so 
that only seven remain to draw direetors fniin—Messrs. Jardine, Rkinncr and ('ompany, 
and Gillanders, Arbnfhiiot and Ccuiipany, have had a member of their firm a. director 
during tho j»ast half century at least. They l•videntIy have a freehold tenure of this 
position. 

Of the present Board Messr.i. f'leo. TTanderson and f'<»mpany, came on the scone in 
1873, Alessrs. Begg, Dunlop and Company in ISSK and Messrs. Turner, Morrison and 
Compnin in 189:1.” 

One or flip otlipr of flip partiiPrs of thesp firms alwjiys managed 1o be 
thorp. EvPn if a Diroefor gop.s on Jeavo or fiirlongh, a junior or other 
partnor gots in. SomPfimos it so happpiis that thoy do not find (*ven a 
junior parfiior of that iiarticnlar firm and tlion thoy kopp tho s‘at vacant 
and warm for tliis partner of the samp firm to fill it up later : 

” The flefum-t firms are : Colvin, Cowie and Company, Gisborne and Company, 
Crooke, Rome and (Vuniiany, who came on prior JSOO, Mackilhqt, Stewart and Com¬ 
pany, isni, Sliand. Fairlie and Comminv, lSd.3, Lyall, Rennie and Company, 18f)6, 
Asliburiier and Comijanv and Carlisle Nepliews, 1H71, .John TOlliot and ('Vunueny, 
1885. ' ‘ 


Messrs. Kcttlewell, Rullen and Company, wlm were in the first batch of firms, 
dropped out for some tom*, and then reappeared ■with the advent of Mr. Aitkin only to 
disapptvn. Messrs. IToaro, Miller and Company, w’ho entered an ajipearaiico in 1862, 
eeem out of favour now, Messrs. Begg, Dunlop and Company, in whose firm the late 
^?eercta^y^s brother was a partjier. were admitted in "888, but their Mr. J. F. Macmiir 
having, it is said, been too independent, their firm, when he resigned in 189.3, languished 
under the cold shade of the Secretary's dLspleasurc, and thmr contempt was not brought 
to notice until a few years ago. ’ ’ 
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Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shanmukham Chetty) : The 
iionse now stands adjourned till Half Past Two. 

The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till Half Past Two of the 


The Assembly re-assembled after Lunch at Half I'ast Two of the 
Cloek, Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shanmukham Chetty) in the 
Chair. 


Mr. Vidya Saggar Pandya : When the House adjourned for Lunch, 
I was reafling an extract from the Capital and, with your permission, I 
slit'ill read the remaining portion now. The writer says : 

“ 1 niii not sun* that this arniiijjfoment, uinl<‘r wliich ii sorit on tho direction 

of tlic Rank of Jh‘n^';il bcconios apparent I v an asset in the partnerships of certain firms, 
is an absolutely wise and prudent one. The firms in f|ue8tion are undoubtedly of the 
hij'hest standinf; ; but firms, even of the hijjhest standing do not possess a monopoly 
of all thost* re<iuisitos which go to make an ideal bank director. It is common knowledge 
that the ]»arlners of these firms have not always lK*en men of outstanding abil'.ty. ” 

T Avish t(» draw the special att^uitiou of the House to Avhat 1 am going 
to road further : 

** Tlie aim of the Rank should be to seciir<* the very best men, not to have the 
partners in certain firms running in ami out of the Board room with their qualifying 
scrip like dogs at a fair. Firms like A pear and (Company, Balmer Lawrie and Company, 
Duncan Brothers and Finlay .Muir and Tompany, cio.” 

J omit other names givem by the journal : 

•* could all hjiv(‘ furnished able Directors and brought business which is an important 
item. Rut the man in the street, rightly or wrongly, has an idea that the Directors 
have no ind<’pendence and are simply dummies or pawns for the Secretary to play with. 
The firesent is a convenient time to change all this. 

Now, 1 eoliie back t-o the letter written by the Southern India Chamber 
f»f ('onimeree on the Avorking of the Imperial Bank of India durintr the 
last 12 years. The state of affairs mentioned in the article of the Capital 
IS jiraetieally refieated in the Imperial Bank of India. The Secretary of 
the Chamber says : 

“ 1 eiich)se stateiniMit No. I which contains the names of the Docal Board McmbeTB 
Irf.m to on tin* Im]H*T\al Bank of India at Calcutta compiled from the 

piildishcd liulf yearly reports. From this it will be clear that the present Beard of 
7»ireclors at (\'ilciitbi liead oflice liave bet ii ‘ a very dose borough ■ practically confined 
to sevcM favoured firms during all these ye.irs ex<‘«*]»t fur an occasional isolated departure. 
Messrs, Turner Moirismi and ('ompaiiy, .lames F^indlay and Company, Bird, and 
romjtany, Cillander Arbiithnot and Company, (u*orge Henderson and Company, .Tardinc 
Skinm r and Company, ami Frankisseii Law and Company, all these had a freehold 
tenure «if the Caleutta Board, some Director or ])artner of which (Companies or lirms 
being able to secure a seat on the Board from year to year. When it so 
happened in any year, a suitable ])artner or Director from the caucus of lirms and 
cempauies was not available, the Boanl h.as gone the length of kee]>ing the vacancy 
unfilled in direct contravention of Regulation Xo. d.A (1) of Srhedule TT of the Act 

Avhirli says that * any vacam*y.shall be filled up by the remaining members.’. 

Adding the number of years the ymrlners and Directors of some of those eoneems had 
ocnipil'd a seat mi the Board of tile Bank of Bengal, it will bo found that certfiin firms 
have ]i;:d the privilege of a reservt*d seat nil the management of the institution for a 
jioriod of -If* to SO years. T1ie aluive statement also makes it clear how a seat on 
the direction of the Imperial Bank of India has become apparently an asset in the 
partnership of those firms. 

They havp sont in support of this a .statomont No. I in Avliich on tho one 
side Ave haA’e got each half year from 1921 to 1992. au<l. on the otJier 
side, the names of fhe firms aa’Iiosc partners haA'e been on the directorate. 
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The firm of Messrs. Turner Morrison and Co. has had Mr. Smith. 
M.L.C. on the directorate. Then their partner Sir Robert Watson Srnyth 
for three half years. Their partners Mr. Edmundson, and Mr. T. V. 
Dowdirig, then Mr. Edmundson who eontiiiued for five half yeans. Then, 
■again, came Mr. Dowdiiig lor a half year, then JMr. Edmundson again 
and Mr. Cunningham. Again Mr. Dowding followed by Mr. Cunningham. 
Now, in 1932, they have got no seat. 

Similarly, in the table of directors, of ^Messrs. James Eindlay and 
Co., Ltd., ]Mr. Langford James ecmlinued for four lialf years, I\Ir. Tessi for 
another four half years, then Mr. Reid Kay, then again Mr. Tessi came, 
for live half years, then IMr. Reid Kay. Again Mr. Tessi and Mr. J. Reid 
Kay, all those partners of the same firm. 

As for ]\Iessrs. Bird and Co., Mr. Carey continued for a number of 
years till Mr. lienthal came and he continued till 1932. 

Then, from the firm of Messrs. Prankisseii, Raja Rishi Case Law 
began in 1921 and continued till June 1932 when after liiin the partmu* 
of ]\Ies.srs. Prem Chand Janaki Das Sitaiiath Roy came, that is Mr. J. 

Roy took his place. I may inform the House tliat Raja Rishi Case Law is 
about 90 years of age. 

Similarly in the ease of Messrs. Gilhtnders Arhnthnot and (\>., the 
partner Mr. Eddis came for a year, then Mr. Ad^A. Willis wlio continued for 
4 half years, then Mr. Eddis for 3 half years, tlien Mr. Kelloek came and th«*n 
]Mr. (rladstoiie and so all their partners have been coming for years together 
on the directorate and they have been getting a warm welcome. 

As regards ^lessrs. George Henderson and Co., tluur ])artners served 
for oO years on the Bank of Bengal and this continued for another 12 
years on the Im])erial P»ank. Their ])artiiers have been Mr. Meares, 
Mr. Mackenzit', Mr. Will, and again Mr. Mackenzie. 

Similarly the partners of Jardine Skinner came, first Sir Alexander 
Murray, and he continued for ahont five years, tlien Mr. Austin caim‘ in 
and then again Sir Al(‘xandcr Murray for tlir<*(‘ half years. Tlien Mr. 
Austin entei’cd and ecmtinued for about four half years. Once Mr. Hunter 
also occupied tlie .s<*at for fi months. Then, JMr. Austin continued for 5 
half years till December, 1932. 

Now, Sir, recently on tlie representation made by the Southern India 
Chamber of (^mimerce and when they drew tlie attention of the Honour¬ 
able the Finance JVlember, he was kind enough to put another Indian ; 
till now there was only one Indian ami then in 1930, they invited Rai 
Badri Das Goenkar Bahadur to join the directorate and he has been 
continuing. 

Til is is the story of the Imperial Bank Board, Calcutta, and now we 
come 1o the Imperial Bank Board at Bombay. The Committee of the 
Chamber says : 

“ My Committee note ^nth regret tli.at the conditiooH in Bombay have been very 
idmllar. It is found lliat the ))artners or Direetorn of seven linns or eompaniea have 
had a practical monopoly of the seats of the Bombay Local Board. The linns and 
companies which have been enjoying this unrestricted privilege of determining Ihe 
eonduct and administration of tiu* Bombay Head Office of the Imperial Bank of India, 
have becn,^—Messrs. Bombay Company, Limited, David Sassoon and Company, Limited. 
Killick Nixon and Company, Forbes. Forbes, Campbell and Company, Limited, 
Carrimbhoy Ibrahim and Company, and Xarandas Bajaram and Company. Besid^ft 
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those firms and companies one or two individuals also have had-the good fortune to 
become a pennaneiit fixture of the Bombay Local Board. The Bombay Board has even 
improved upon the Bengal Board in this. While in Bengal the partners of the favoured 
trrnis have been running in and out of the Board rooms with their qualifying scrips, 
in Bombay the self-same partners or Directors have been driven by an inexorable fate 
to hold the position from yt*ar to year for 8 years in the ease of one firm and for 10 
years in the case of o other firiiiH. Moreover, two of the firms have been simubaneousiy 
represented either on the Calcutta Board or on the Madras Board.” 

T Avill read the statement later on. 

Now, corning to iny own province, they .say : 

” 111 tin- case of Madras it will be found from Statement (.'1; that .iust as in the 
cases of Bengal and Bombay the Board of Directors lias been more or less a monopoly 
of fiv<* firms, vi::., Messrs. Parry and (!onipany, (.birdoii Woodroffe and Company, 
Bombay (’omjiaiiy, liimited, Best and (‘oiiipaiiy. Limited, as ivcdl as a solicitttrs ’ firm 
now known as Moresby and Thomas but which has thrice renovated itself by change 
of name and partnership. The partners or ilirectors of these firms and companle.s have 
practieally had an as.sured career on the Loc.d Board of the Imperial P»ank ever since 
its coiiimeiicenieiit and they u.sed fo hold a seat on the Board of the (dd Bank of 
Madras. Some of the Directors had to vacate th<*ir seats when their firms w'( r.? closed 
or when they died. Ft will lie seen from the .same Statement that the individuals now 
sitting on the Board have seen long years in the appointment.” 

Ill .sup])ort of that wc have got the stat(*inent of Bombay. It is 
interc.sting to note how tlie Directors come into the Board and it has even 
been suggeshul lliat tlie shares are lield by the firm and not by the Directors. 
8o, as soon as one jiartner wants to go in, tlie sliarcs are transferred to 
him and, if other partners want to go, the shares are transferred to them ; 
and so it goes on. 

Now, eoining to the Bombay Circle, we have got the Bombay Company 
from 1 fl‘J 1-1 !).*!-. We find Mr. Gillum and then Mr. Goodall. again ^Ir. 
Gillum and again I\Ir. Goo<Iall, and so on. till iri27. then Mr. ]\Iacdonell, 
again Mr. Goodall and again Mr. Maedonell again, there after Mr. Moore 
and Mr. ]\Iac(]on(‘ll. 

Theji, ill the case of Cnrrimhhoy Ibrahim and (V).. we find that Sir 
Faznlhlioy (hirrimhhoy continues from 1921 to 19:12 and, in the ease of 
David Sassoon and (’o. also, Mr. Sawyer continues from 1921 to June 1932. 

Then, in the case of ]\res.srs. Killick Nixon and (’o.. we get Sir Thomas 
Birkett, then Mr. Hebbelthwaite, then Mr. Annesley. Again, Mr. Ilehheit'h- 
waite ami. then, again, ^Ir. Annesley for about 8 years and then Mr. Reid. 

Then wc come to Sir Jamsetjee Jeejeebhoy who Avas Director from 1921 
to December 1930. Then we come to Mes.srs. Forbes, Forbes, Campbell and 
Co. There was Mr. Bunhury up to Deeeinber. 1923, and then partner 
Mr. Grantham and, again, ]\Ir. Bunbury for 5 half years, then Mr. Fox 
and. again. Mr. liunhury for 8 half yeans with Mr. Pox in the interval. 

Then we eoiiie to Messrs. Narandas Rajaram & Co., wliere we find Sir 
Piir.shottamdas Thakurdas who entered in 1922 and still continues either 
as President or Vice-President alternately from 1924—1932, which is 
against the Imperial Bank of India Act. And then some other jieople also 
come in now and then jirobably to relieve the monotony. 

Then we come tn the Madras Board. There find under Parr>’' & 

Co., their partner Mr. Buchanan, then Mr. Wood for some years and tJien 
Mr. Wright, and then Mr. Wood and Mr. Wright changing alternately 
from 1924 to 1932. 

Then the j)artners of Brightwell and ^loresby, first Mr. Brightwell, 
then Mr. More.sby, tlien Mr. Taylor, then, again. Mr. Moresby, then 
Mr. Small and then Mr. Thomas. 
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Then, coining tio Messrs. Gordon Woodroffe & Co., we find Sir James 
Simpson and then Mr. Strouts, and these two gentlemen carry on alter¬ 
nately from 1921 to 1932. 

Then, coming to the Directors of the Bombay Co., Ltd., we find Mr. 
Bae. then ]\Ir. IIo:]rson idtornatciy till 1927, then Mr. Moore and, agaiu, 
Mr. Hearson from 1928 to 1932. 

Then, comiiijr to tlje l>est & Co., we find Sir Thomas Boss, then Sir 
Gordon Fraser, then Mr. Mackenzie Boss again and then the Director of 
the Taylor & Co. 

Tlien we have tlu* firm oF the Sionth Indian Industrials. Ltd., and its 
Direetor Mr. Tlaji Mnliammad Ihraliim Sait, and then he went away when 
the Sonth Inriian tiiduslrials vrent into liquidation, and Bao Bahadur V. T. 
Chetty came in. 

Then, we have got some others and then the partners of Walker and Co. 
Then, we have got Baja Sir Annamalai Cln^tiyar for five full years and 
Mr. I. V. Bamaswainy IMudaliar for about 14 to 15 lull: years. 
But, in jnstiee to the Imperial Bank in Madras, T must say that they had 
temporarily four Indians on the P>oard for three or four weeks and only 
three Europeans. It was more to bring out in prominence what they were 
doing otherwise in the past. Now I have read the three lists of the 
three circles. 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir (Bombay City : Non-Muhammadan Urban) : 
Did the Bank crash, because there were four Indians ? 

Mr, Vidya Sagar Pandya : No : it did not. Then I come to the 
local boards. See what the Chamber says : 

General view of the Local Boards. —The tlirec statementH mentioned above make 
quite olenr certain broad features eomnioii them all as to members of the same 
fajiiily. The Directors are confined to certain favoured firms and companies 'ivithin a 
charnud circle, who.se boundaries are very jealously guarded. They evidently have a 
freeluild tenure of the direction of the bankers of the Government of India. ’’ 

These are not ray words but the words of the Chamber, a res])onsible body. 
Again it says : 

It raay be admitted that this is aj»pareiitly <lue to the apathy on the part of the 
shareholders who for some reason or other h;ive not succeeded in t.'iking intere.st in the 
elo''ti«ins at the .Annual Meetings. There is no doubt that one chief ri'ason for this 
apathy is the fact that the management hold in thoir pockets a large block of proxies 
to thwart any atteiiifit to elect anvbody outside the caucus. 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir : Wljose are the proxies ? Are they of Indians 
or of Europeans ? 

Mr. Vidya. Sagar Pandya ; Of Europeans. 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir : Arc you sure of your faets 1 

Mr, Vidya Sagar Pandya : Yes. For example when one of the 
Indians wanted to hi' an auditor of the Tmyierial Bank, one of the Secretaries 
threatened him with dire penalties ; that gentleman tlien woit to 
Bomba.v. 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir : 1 am asking a question as to how many 
Indians there are among the shareholders in the Imperial Bank who give 
proxies. 

Mr. Vidya Sagar Pandya : I do not know the exact mimher. But 
this much T can say. There are some members Avho are specially called 
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on that day to attend the meeting to thank the directors for their little 
mercies, and so forth. 

Now to take up the letter : 

111 order to show you at a {glance the nature of attendance at the meetings of 
the shareholders — (the' letter says)—** I am directed to attach hereto statement! 
4 and d setting out the number of shareholders of the Imperial Bank of India present 
in person and by proxy at the General Meetings as well as at the local General Meetings 
at Calc\itta, Bombay and Madras. They indicate what an aVinormal number of proxies 
are whlpjied up each time to decide the election of the Directors and Auditors. It 
is clear tliat at th<* latter meetings not m(»re than a dozen shareholders attend ordinarily 
at Calcutta and Madras and less than tv.o dozen at Bombay. The members usually 
present consist of Directors, ej-Directors, officers of the bank and their brokers. Tliere 
nave been occasions when only Directors are left to elect themselves or their successors 
which must be a matter of a couple of minutes only—you will notice, for instance, that 
in the year lb20 there were only 4 members pre.sent at the Madras meeting. I’biis the 
shareholders have jinictically no say in the matter and exercise absolutely no control.*' 

1 will road those st.at<'ments which will give a somewhat clear idea and 
answer also to my leader. Sir (Viwasji .lehangir’s question. This statement 
is about General Meetings of the Shareludders. In 1921, at Calcutta, the 
iiumher ])rese?it in person wa.s 11, while the [)roxies were 665. In 1922, 
at Bombay, X] were present in ])ersori, while the [iroxies were 881. In 
192H, at Madras, 41 wore present in person, while the proxies were 1,621. 
Here 1 want to say this. There was a little tussle between an Indian 
auditor and one of the ISecretaries of the Bank, and the Secretary said 
** You dare not enter this charmed circle and T will teach yon a lesson 
Then the auditor went to Bombay’ and, with the help of some, of his friends 
there, was ahh* to g(‘t about a thousand proxies, while the Bank had only 
600 ; and the result was that the Bank came down on it's knees and 
begged him not to jiropose some othor Indians in the j)laee of the other 
two Euroj)ean auditors and then a compromise was reached and that is 
why^ 41 were present in person on this occasion. On this occasion, as 
1 have said, 1.621 proxies were collected by’ both the parties. 
In 3924, at (^aleutta, 16 wore present in person while the proxies were 
908. In 3925, at Bombay', 34 were present in person and the proxies 
were 843. In 1926, in IMadras, only’ 13 w'ere present in person w’hile the 
proxies w’ere 788. In 3927, in Calcutta, 36 were pre.sent, while the proxies 
were 807. Then there was a .special meeting which we need not take 
into consideration. But there also it was 37 and 835, respectively^, when 
the question of estjiblishing a Reserve Bank came up. In 1928, at Bombay, 
32 were ])rescnt in ]»erson and by proxies }S32. Tn 1929, in Madras, the 
numbers were 22 and 788 ; in 1930, in Calcutta, 12 were present and 740 
were proxies. In 1931, in Bombay', 176 w’cre present and 954 were proxies. 
That w'as the .vear wdien there w^as a trouble and walk-out and apologies in 
the meeting. In 1932, in Madras, 19 were present with 1,198 proxies. 

I now' come to the Local General ^leetings and the number of share¬ 
holders present in person and by proxy. The numbers present in person 
in the Calcutta meetings are 7, 8, 9, 11, 8, 10, 15, 8, 10, 10, 21, and 18 
respectively from 1921 to 1932 : of course these consist of the directors, the 
secretaries and cr-directors and their friends. The number of proxies for 
the years from 1922 to 1932 are 255, 268, 276, 264, 232, 285, 280, 266, 255, 
315, and 422. This goes to confirm the idea that they have got practically 
permanent proxies also. The numbers present in Bombay for the same 
period, that is 1921 to 1932, are 32, 18, 25, 20, 16, 18, 17, 13, 19, 21, 97, 
43 and 47 in person, and in Madras for the same period there were 11, 
7, 15, 10,10, 4, 9,14, 12,13, 11, and 13 ; while the number of proxies were, 
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as regards Bomba.v, 494, 553, 550, 538, 494, 483, 478, 477, 466, 437, 843,' 
870. and 583 : while the figures for Madras proxies are 54, 70, 111, 88, 
87, 69, 63, 57, 46, 42, 75 and 127. 

I now come back to the letter. It goes on to saj’ : 

“As n result of such iiiauipulation at meetings, it has been found that, as shown 
m Statement Mo. ti, the election of auditors also goes in sit'reotyped lines, partners 
of tile BUine four linns being repeatedly clecU‘d. It is hardly fair to the public, who as 
shareholders, as depositors and as taxpayers arc deeply interested in the bankas 
affairs, to elect the same persons repeatedly to do this w’ork which involves great 
responsibility to the public. The auditors have further made a domestic affair of this 
resx)Ou.dble work by segregating the work of each one, which is quite contrary to the 
intentions of the Act and of the shareholders. Kegnlation i)2 evidently implies tliat all 
the auditors are to examine all the accounts jointly and be responsible for the work 
as u whole. 

(8) Ear-ojjicio members of the Central Board. —The statements indicate the names 
of the Presidents and Vice-Presidents us well as the Secretaries of the several Local 
Boards who have been cx-officio Governors of the Central Board. In Cal iitta the 
President has been for a decade only a European, and the Vice-President has also been 
so, except for the fact that liajah Jteshee Case IjQW w'as permitted to be a Vice- 
President on two occasions. In this manner as large a representation of Europeans 
on tile Central Board as is statutorily possible has been successively secured. In Bomb.ay 
one of the Directors had been alternately holding the President’s and Vice-President 
office continuously for over 7 or 8 years, which appears to be in direct contravention 
cf the letter and spirit of Proviso to 44 (1) wliich requires that no person .‘»h:ill be 
chosen to be President or Vice-President * twice in succession *. There are some cases 
where proviso to section 44 (I) has been broken out. It may be said to the credit 
of the Bombay Board, however, that two Indians were given reasonable chances ot 
being President and Vice-President, In Madras it wms only after a serious protest w'as 
made by this Chamber in 1929 that any Indian was occasionally given tho supreme 
privilege of entering the sanctum sanctorum. But no Indian has yet been found fit to be 
elected President in the Madras Locjil Board and no Indian has yet adorned that p^ace 
except perhaps in a step-gap arrangement when the permanent incumbent was out of 
India on leave. 

(9) A Central Board so peculiarly constituted mostly of cx-officio European 
members can hardly pretend to give fair play to the needs of Indian merchants or 
manufacturers. ’ * 

Here I may stop for a moment to give an explanation. TJie Board 
of tho Imperial Bank is constituted of a President, Vice President and Sec¬ 
retary being ex-officio Members of the Central Board. The result is that 
they always succeed in getting a majority of nine Europeans on the 
Central Board of the Imperial Bank. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : May I remind my Honour 
able friend that we are discussing a Reserve Bank Bill and not the Imperial 
Bank. There is a Bill dealing with the Imperial Bank, but I fail to see 
how the constitution of the present Board of the Imperial Bank is relevant 
to the proposals in this Bill. The Re.ser\^e Bank will have a Board consti¬ 
tuted on an entirely different basis. I may also remind ray friend that he 
himself complained that sufficient time w^as not given to consider the pro¬ 
visions of this Bill, and 1 suggest that he himself will not be giving veiy 
much help to the House by considering the provisions of a Bill which is 
not before the House. 

Mr. Vidya Sagar Pandya ; I am alluding to this point merely because 
to show’ to the House how the shareholders of the Bank similarly consti¬ 
tuted could not control, how in the case of Bank of Bengal, Madras and 
Bombay the shareholders were totally helpless or took no care to control, 
and I may add that in the year 1866, in spite of the shareholders’ Bank 
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and with a Government Director nominated on it tfae Bank went to dogs. 
That was in 1866. Then in the case of the Imperial Bank, the scheme is 
practically the same. I want to make it clear whether tlie shareholders con¬ 
trol the Directors and whether they have any effective hand in the manoge- 
inoTit or not All that the Directors do is they go on re-noniinating them- 
fjolves over and over again and things go on merrily for the Directors. 
(Laughter.) The same history may be repeated here. 

Now. Sir, coming to the (^entral Board, as the Secretary says : 

“ I ('iicluMt* a Btatenu'iit No. 0 which sets out the names of the four (Governors 
nominated by the* Goverimicnt of India under section 28 (f) in each year in succes- 
sioii. 

1 want Honourable Members to kindly listen carefully to this part, and 
see how tlie Government nominates members in such cases, arid what is the 
effect of their nomination ; 

“ My Coinmittci- very much regret to note tliat the Government of India in making 
tln' iH)iiiinij1ionM laive j)ut into the shade all the Local Boards. It will be observed 
that the lloiionruble Sir Dinshaw Wacha, aged 89 years (horn on the 22nd August, 
1844) has been nominated continuously from 1921 to 1932 in spite of the bad state 
of his healfli so well known. Similarly, Sir It. N. Mukharjoo, aged 80 (bom on the 
23r(l dune, JS03^ has been on the Board continuously except for a break of one year, 
i.e., 1923. The Honourable Sir Maneckjec Dadabhoy, aged OS (born on the 30th 
July, JSOa) was continuoii.sly nominated until when the Government could not do so 
owing to hi.«i election as the President of the C/ouncil of State. The nomination of the 
4tli Governor lias shown some show of refreshing contrast though it has its own 
pecab'ar and interesting features. In renominating, the same person over and over 
again tlie Government have overlooked the physical disabilities of age, the claims of 
the dKTerent provinces and the needs of the institution for liberalising and broadbasing 
the banking ]»oIiey of the eountry. Indian interests of Bengal and Madras go practically 
without any rjr-officio representative on the Central Board, although there are 9 
(x-oijiviu seats allotted on the Oiitral Board. It is so constituted that there is as 
assured mujority of 11 or 12 Europeans against 4 Indians and such a Board can hardly 
be (•xpe<*ted to deal fairly with Tiidiuii interests even if it is supposed that the 4 Indian 
Oovernor.s bestir themselves to voice Indian interests. ^ ^ 

Dr. Ziaiiddin Ahmad (United Provinces Southern Divisions : 
MiiJiammadan Kiiral) ; What about the other parts of India ? 

Mr. Vidya Sagar Pandya : They arc nowhere in the geography of the 
Bfink. 1 may also add here that the Directors sometimes meet in Bombay, 
sometimes in Galciitta and sometimes in Madras, and on very rare occa¬ 
sions that the same persons are present at a meeting. Then the letter says 
further on : 

** (10) I ;iin also to enclose a statement of Secretaries and Managing Governors 
of the Imperial Bank which shows that Mr. Murrav (now Sir Norman) was cx-officio 
Governor for .Mcven yi’ars as Secretary and then as Nl.anaging Governor. Similarly, Sir 
K. M,. Macdonald has been ex-officio Governor for 3 years either as Secretary or as 
3Ianaging Governor. Sir Osborne Smith h.as been similarly a Managing Governor for 
about 7 years now. Ordinarily, even the Viceroy, Governors of Pro\'iuces and Members 
of the Executive Councils are allowed to rcm.ain in oPTice only for 5 years, though there 
is a temlency to secure extensions in transition periods. But there is no limit to the 
mim})cr of years a. person may be a Director, a Secretary or a M.anaging Governor of 
the Imperial Bank of India, nor is there any age-limit for an 3 ’ of them. 

(11) LiahiHiics of Directors .—I am further to draw your attention to the fact’ 
that the Tmj>orial Bank Act does not require th.nt the Balance Sheet of the Bank should 
iiidii'afc the nature and amount of the liabilities owed to the Bank by the Directors 
or the business concerns with which they are connected. It is believed that some or 
sovera.1 of the Directors are hoavi],v indebted to the Bank directly or indirectly 
and how much portion of their loan they will be able to repay God alone 
knows. Tn the circumstances, it is extremely unfair that the Balance 
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Sheets of the Imperial Bank of India sliould not indicate this position while, 
in the case of ordinary’' Banks of the country, it is a statutory obligation 
under the Indian Companies Act, 1913. 

Mr. S. C. Mitra (Chittagong and Kajshahi Divisions t Non-Muham¬ 
madan Bviral) : What is tlie inference / Do they borrow largely V 

Mr. Vidya Sagar Pandya : I can’t say anything about it, but it is for 
the general public to draw their own inference. 

Then, they make a suggestion as B) how the Imperial Bank Act re¬ 
quires to he amended at an early date, and the recomiiiendatu^ns are : 

“ (1) That no iiriu or c'onipajiy shall l»o roprcseiitocl on any Lo('m 1 Boartl or any 
Cfiilrril Boanl of Diroetors of tlit* Bank for more than five years under any 
circujnst.'inces. 

(iJ) That no sin^rlc ])artner or Director of any firm or eomiiany shall bo a Director 
of the Bank for two terms in aiieeession. Similarly for the Auditors’ firms. 

That either the President or Vice-President in any I^ocal Board shall bo an 
Indian in any year, and none shall be either a President or Vice-President for two years 
in succession. 

That no Local Board Member or Governor on the Central Board or Seendary 
or the Auditor shall be more than 00 or Ori years old. 

(i)) That no Director or OHiccr of the Bank shall act as proxy for any shareholder 
or canvass for proxies and that the system of granting permanent proxies shall be 
abolished. 

((D That no single person shall be j»roxy for more than three shareholders and 
that no shareholder should have more than 12 votes.” 

T'uder the present Imperial Bank of India Act, it is open to one 
single man to sit with a number of jvroxies and carry on the meeting : 

** That the liabilities of the Directors of Firms or (’ompanies with which they are 
connected, to the Bank will be disclosed in the half-yearly Balance Sheets as required 
by other Banks under the Indian Companies Act.” 

I have finished with the letter of the Southern India Chamber of Com¬ 
merce. The Chamber have collected the information very eaj'efuJIy and 
the defects indicated by them ought to be a lesson to us foi* our future 
guidance. 

Thus, I have conclusively proved that even under the best drawji scheme 
for a sliareholders Bank the Directors are practically left to pass the 
accounts siilmiitted by themselves, to re-elect themselves or their successors, 
or to appoint Auditors of their own choice to audit their accounts. Owing 
to the apathy of the shareholders the Directors comply with just tlie forma¬ 
lities required by law to i.ssue the report and a balance sheet. Thus, the 
control and direction of the Bank is vested in a group of men resj>onsible 
to nobody but themselves without any effective supervision by the Govern¬ 
ment. Under clauses 8 to 16 of the Bill the Governor and the Dtepiity Gov¬ 
ernor wull have the Bank in their pockets. The Directorates of the Re¬ 
serve Bank Board as well as the liocal Boards wdll be closed boroughs con¬ 
fined U) certain favoured firms and the Directors will practically be mutes. 
Tlie Directors even by election under the scheme will have no independence 
but will be simply dummies or pawns for the Governors and the local agents 
to play with, as is the case with the Imperial Bank of India. Whenever any 
information is sought about the Bank or Indianisation is pressed, the Gov¬ 
ernment will say the Bank is a private body and they cannot give any in¬ 
formation and must leave it to the Directors to do as they lilie. The ques¬ 
tion is whether the Indian currency and banking is to be handed over to 
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one or two Great Moghuls of the Reserve Bank of India under the Consti¬ 
tution as contained in the iiill. The election of the Directors will be in the 
hands of the Executive by whipping up proxies through the influence of 
those wiio are indebtc^d to them or their agencies. 

Mr. B. Das ; Do you mean to say that the Directors are indebted to 
tile imperial Bank ? 

Mr. Vidya Sagar Pandya : That is a qnestion for the Imperial Bank 
of India to answer. 

I have taken so much time of the House in giving these necessary 
del ai is so that tliey may fully understand the implications of the Share¬ 
holders* Bank. The country has unmistakably expressed that the Reserve 
Bank should be a State Bank. The last Bills were lost on account of that. 
Tlie London (kiirimittee sitting at a distance of 6,000 miles had simply 
adojUed tin* Bill of 1928 with ceiiiain modifications. It is no use dismis¬ 
sing the constiliition of a State Bank only on a mere phrase of “ political 
infl\u‘in‘<' Why slnmld not the Government ask the country what they 
: The (lovernim*n1 which is the biggest political i)arty in the country 
chooses to call the Din‘etors elected by the Legislatures as politicians. 'Phe 
Government nominate five Directors ami in tlie beginning still more. They 
would rei>rf\si*nt tin* Government p(>lilies. Vot the ketth* calls the pot 
black ! 

Anolher reason for iny a.sking flic Bill to be circulated tor public o])i- 
nion is that the country does not want to be ti(‘d to the coat tail of ^^n‘^lan^l. 
E?igland is (*stablisliing a chain of’ Geniral Banks throughout tin* Empire 
ami iiat.irally re(|uires the formation of a Reserve Bank of lmli;j so tlmt 
tla* may hv an annexe of tin* liank of England to carry nut its j)re- 

arrangt'd policy. Tin* e<mntry should be given an opportunity to express 
'wln tht r lliey want a real and Jionesl Gold Standard or only Paper Sterling 
Standard and an imlependent Bank. Under the provisions of the Bill the 
eurreney nop's are not convertibh* in g(dd. You may take silver coins (»r 
sterling. As T had to tell the Ilou.se once before that if this Bill is to be 
])nt <m Ibi* Statute-book I shall have to use an epigram which was in vogue 
in tile lime of Pitt : 

Of Augustus and Roino, 

The }»oots Htill warble. 

Jlow he fouiul it of briek, 

.Ati(I left it of iii;ir!)le. ” 

** So, of Seljuster a]id Iiid 
Aten may say witlioiit vapur, 

That ho found it of gold. 

And left it of paper.*' (Laughter.) 

The id(‘a, 1 believe, of the Britisli Government has be<*n to give India 
a real Gold Standard with Gold Uurreiiey, but owing to the j)eeuliar eir- 
cunistanees over whicli England bad no control she had to go off the Gold 
Standard. I do not see why they should drag India* to follow 'Jieir fall. 
It was open to the Finance Member to .secure all the distressed gold which 
lias gone out of India and create a snfficiont Gold Reserve to keep India on 
G(*Id basis instead of tying the Rupee to tlie Sterling wliieli has so heavily 
depreciated iu terms of Gold. Formerly, an ounce of gold could be secured 
for £3-17-0 Tlie deprecia^ted Sterling or paper of the face value ot over 
£6 has to be paid to secure an ounce of gold, and even that is difficult to 
procure. 

L2bf>LAD 
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Talking on the Bill, the constitution of the Central Board and the* Local 
Boards i'^ such that the best men in the country may not care to stand for 
the seats on the l>oards. The sale and purcliase of gold and silver is gone. 
The control is practically vested in the Governor ami the J)‘(‘j)nty Governor. 
The BjII is shorn of all its glory by the removal of the })owers of the Bank 
to buy and sell gold. In all countries, the natural born, the nationals iiave 
got tlie control of the Bank. Here there is every loophole to allow aliens 
to sv‘cU-»-e the control of the Bank. 

Xow. I shall otfer a few remarks on the ])rovisions of the Bill. Clause 4 
—Sliare Cajiital. To give ])roper representation to all provinces it Jiiay be 
necessary to increase the amount of share capitud from b eron*s to a much 
larger aiiKJunt so that all the jiroviiices may he bettei* represent-‘d. Three- 
fc'Urliis of the capital must be held by natural born Indians and when this 
jM’oporiion is disturbed the Directors should stop transfer of shan's to 
aliens. Similarly, transfer from one ])rovincial register to aiiolhei* should 
be S() arranged that the election of Directors in any province does not be¬ 
come a farce. 

Then 1 come to clause 8, sub-elause 1, c iv. ]\Iadras is not given tlie 
proper rei)resentatioji ace(»rding to its po])ulation and importance. 
IJere 1 will have to go more deejdy into the eonsiitiition of tin* P»oard 
under this Bill and se(‘ how it eoin])an‘s with the Boards under j)revious 
Bills. 1 have got with me hen* so to say tin* horoscope of the four 
J^»ills. According to the original l»ill of the constitution was a.s 

follows : (a) A governor aiul a deputy governor who shall be ap])ointed 
by the Governor General in Council for a ])(*rio(l ol* b years and shall 
devote their whole time to the affairs of the bank and shall receive such 
salaries and allowances, etc. (/j) Then, 9 directors elected by the share¬ 
holders, each of wilncn shall be a r(*.gislered ladder in his own right of not 
less than 20,000 unencumberHl shan*s, of wliom two shall represent 
interests in Calcutta, two shall represent interests in Bombay and one the 
business interests of Madras, two to represent business interests 
in British India, exclusive of Bombay and Calcutta, (e) three directors 
to be nominated by the Governor General in (’ouncil to represent the 
interests of commerce and industry aiid agriculture, respectively, and 
(rl) one officer of Government appointed by the Governor General. 
Cnder that sclienie the number of Indian directors that could be secured 
at tile utmost would have been for 9 out of lb. Now’, this is very im¬ 
portant. 1 w’ould request those members wdio will constitute the Joint 
hi<*le,cl Committee to listen lo this verv carefully and wdioever may be the 
members of that committee will liavc to do their duty by the country. 

Cnder the .loint Select (kanmittce Bill, the Board coasisted of 
(o) a governor and a deputy governor of whom one was to bean 
Indian, (0) two directors w’ho wdll be Indians, nominated by the 
Governor Gc'ueral in Council, (r) four directors of w’liom tw’o shall be 
elected by the Associated Chamber of Ck>mmer(*e and two by the P^edera- 
tion of the Indian ('hambers of Commerce, (d) one director to be elected 
by the ])rovincial co-of)erative societies, (e) thm* directors to be elected 
by the elected members of tie* Indian legislature of wdiom one shall b'* 
■elected to represent tlie ini crests of commerce and industry. (/) th.rce 
directors to be elected by the elected m-.^mbers of the legislature of the 
Governors’ provinces of whom two shall be elected to rei)re9ent the 
interests of agriculture and one to represent the interests of com- 
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inerce and industi*y, then {g) oiu; ofticor oi* the (Jovernment nominated. 
Thu«, under this scheme, out ol‘ 16 JJircctors we could secure 10 Indians. 

Then, we come to the BiiJ of 1928, whicli has been followed our* 
friends in London : (a) the Governor and t\Ao Deputy Governors, to be 
ap[)oijded by tiie Goxernor General in Gouncil after consideration of any 
recommendation made by the Guard in that behalf, and (b) four 
Directors to be nominated i),\ the Governor General, (c) two Directors 
to be elected liy the Associated Chaie.ber of Commerce, (d) two 
Directors elected l)y tlie h'ederalioji of Indian Chambers of (hnninerce 
ami Ihen (e) one Ilirector representing the interests of agriculture by 
Provincial Co-operative Banks and (/) eleven Directors to be elected on 
belialf of the shareholders, (dc. Now, under this Bill of 1928, you 
C(»uld secure 14 Indians out of 24 Direelors. Under the present Bill, 
(a) the Governor and one or two Deputy Governors are to be appointed 
by tin* Governor (jencral in (‘ouneil after consideration of the recom¬ 
mendation of the Board in that belialf. That means three Europeans, 
(a ‘ four Directors to he iioininati’d by the Governor General in (Council. 
J liope they will not repeat the story of the Imperial Bank by apjiointing 
men of ^{(l or 90 years of age. Then (c) eight Directors to be eleeted on 
behalf of the sliareliohlers and (d) one Government officer nominated 
by the (iovernor General. \V“ iiav«* praetiealJy only S or 9 Indians out 
of a J5oard of 15 or 16 D'irectors. Under tin* Bill the Governor Ge/i(*ral 
can nominate eight alit‘ns besides the aliens coming through the elec¬ 
tion by tile shareholders. Is there any other country in the world 
where so much opportunity is giv‘‘n to aliens 1 There is no guarantee 
that tile natural born Indians or national Indians shall be in majority 
on the Board. The Goveninuiil of India is a great political party by 
itself. It ean liave jmlitieal influence, but the sliareholdcrs cannot elect 
any member of any Legislature or a Banker. There was a good chance 
umb*r the scheme of the doint Select C’ommittee of there being a 
majority of Indians. Is there any Reserve Bank anywhere in the 
world wh<*rc the aliens have any seat on a Reserve Bank. Here aliens 
ean be in a majority. If the Reserve Bank of India is to be free ofi 
political interference the ])oliticians in their turn must bo equally 
fre<* from any restriction of fin iTUM* impos<*d upon them by the policy 
of tJie Jbink. If not its establishment merely transfers the ultimate destiny 
of India from demoeratK' rule to the autocracy of an institution similar 
to tlu- Bank of Englaiul working its will in Parliament through the 
agency of the British treasury. 

Then I come to clause 13 (Ik As 1 have said, the meetings at 
Madras hav(* been omitted. So, their interests will be neglected. 

Under clause 24. there is no restriction on issuing of small notes of 
Rs. 2 and Re. 1. I think we must be careful about that. 

riause 28. T hope the discu.ssion of August 31st will be taken 
into consideration and the rules will be liberal for tlie refund of money 
on out or mutilated or lost notes. 1 hope the Honourable the PHnance 
Member will kindly a])point the expert committee to look into the 
claims of the ])arties in the past. 

Cnause 4] requires Seiieduled Banks to keep with the Reserve Bank 
not less than 71 per cent, of the daily average on demand and 2J por 
cent, of tlie daily average of time liabilities. 1 do think this a heavy 
LSCi.'SIjAI) 
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burden on Ihc brinks and 1 do not fhink thp> will sufficient coin- 
pensatioii for tlio sacritiees they are called iii>()n to make. In tlie li^lit 
of my experience all oxer India 1 think tiiis will penalise Bombay more 
than any other ])roviiiee. Tlie Banks in Bombay will have to keep 
larger balances M'ith the Reserve Bank than the banks in other parts of 
India. 

Under clause 42 (T;, I di> not see rt ason why the banks having 
over three lakhs capital should be penalised and all other institutions 
allowed to go scot-free. The fi\V big banks of England have got capital 
of 8 to 1 millions bid their deposits are about 300 to 400 millions. Tt 
would be for the S(*leet (’omiidtttv to go carefully iiito tiiis matter in 
ordei' to fix the eontrihuti(»n on the basis of capital or deposits. 

ii. -The dividend of o per cent, is enough and they should 
not hy giving hopes nr Jargor dividends eneonrage speculation in the 
market in these shares. Suh-clanse (<*) should be deleted. 

r/oa.s7,> 46 —is,—1 suggest similar alterations as have been suggest¬ 
ed hy the (’hamber, i.r., the same auditor should not be re-iiominated 
more than twice. 

Clavsr 49 .— The Bank shoidd issue (juarterlx reports of aeeoimts 
and the aiiiiiial report should be issued not only in English but also in 
imt»ortan1 vernaeular hingiiages. It is no use expecting the Avhoh' of 
India 1o read Englisli reports. T'oen, tiie reports and accounts should 
be sulmiitted to both tlie Houses of the Legislature and the salnrie^ (»f 
the Governors an<l Deputy Govei-iior.s and tin* emolunieuts of 1h(‘ 
Directors may be made a volable item, so that we may know how they 
are running the shoxv and iueir work may lie propeidy reviewed in Ihi? 
House. 

CldUHd o.*J.—This clause gives ])ower to the Board to make a iiumbor 
of regulalions. Weil, J do not think any rt'gulalimi should be passed 
by them unless and until it has Ijecu aj)]»r«>vcd and confinned by Legjjs- 
iature Sindlarly, no alteiatiojis or cliaiigos should be iiiadi' without the 
pejoiiissioii of tie Legislature ollierwise it gives lot of discretionary 
power to the Directors to do as tley like or may think best. Similarly, 
tiiere has been a coiuiilaijii lioit tlu^ registers of the shareholders are not 
so easily availalih- and therelore we must take steps to see that every 
sharehohler will liavi' a riglil to look into the registers without unneces¬ 
sary restrictions of taking copies or r.oles from them. 

Now, Sir, T wish to sum up briefly what I have said so far and T do 
not wish to tire the House for too long. First of all, we must take into 
consideration the control of the Bank. Leaving aside khe <piestion of the 
State-oMUicd or jirivate-owned capital, the constitution should be such 
as to secure complete ]mblic and national contnO and prevent undue sec¬ 
tional influence. That should be avoided. Non-nationals should not hold 
shares or occupy scats on the Board. Three-fourths of the capital and 
the seats on tlie Board should be reserved for natural born Indians. 
The Governor General should nominate only natural born Indians noi at 
his own pleasure but on the advice of the Finance Member. So, also the 
Governor and the Deputy Governors should he appointed on the advice 
of the popular minister. 
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Exchange and ratio .—Rupee should not be linked to Sterling but gold 
standard and gold currency should be aimed at and all efforts should be 
made to accumulate Reserves. 

Now, 1 come to ilie agreement or arrangement between Imperial 
Bank of India and the Reserve Bar.k. The Imperial Bank, which is 
(loiiiijiated by non-Indian interests, should not be the sole agent of the 
Reserve Bank. Remuneration for agency is too high and in some 
countries such servic<\s to the public are being rendered free. Public D'cbt 
aecouni is also maintained without any change. The imperial Bank should 
no longer havt* the ])reslige and privileges of Govei nmeut couneetioii, oli.er- 
wi.M‘ tiiey will h(‘ a formidable rival to Indian .Joint Stock Banks. It iias 
been a ('entral Bank but jdaying the role of tru.stee.ship of wolf «)ver 
Jambs. 

Now, 1 come to the que.slion of com])ensation. They have no 
moral claim for eompeii.sation in respect of the so-ealled “ di.sapj)ointed 
expe<*1ations ”, as they liave be(*n cancelled by realised advantages and 
un ex pet* ted windfalls and benefits. Thus, the recommendation (»f the 
I^midoii ('oininilt(‘e must not only bi* ignored but tin* Bank authorities, 
if 1 may say so. should lie impeached for the disserviee they have done 
to tin* Indian in1er(‘s1s. 1 agrei* lliat there may be a Ijondon P»ranch 
but the work .^linuhl not be entrusled to tin* Bank of England. The 
l^‘s^’r^(; Bank should not w(*rk iiniier the poisonous influence of any 
(■ili(‘r Bank. It slimild be a training ground for future Indian Governors 
and Deputy Governors to be in touch with the foreign money markets. 
Sir. I tliink, 1 have already tired the patience ()f tlv House and specially 
nf tlu* Honourable the Finance ^Member and. Honourable I\lr. President, 
A\j1h yoni p(*rmission, 1 will now clo.se my sjieeeb. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shanmukham Chelt} i : Amend 
meiit moved : 

“ Th.'d tlif* Hill to constitute a Ue.serve Bank for India he circulated fur the purpose 
ol clii'ilin^ opinion tliercon ])v the ai.st DfceiidnT, lOa.'h” 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : Sir, [ would like to restrict myself to a few 
general observations today »iud >vouid not like to go into the details of 
the Bill. The points that 1 would like to take up for discussion are, 
(1 ) whelh(*r it should be a State liank or a Shareholders Bank ; (2^ the 
(piestion of exchange ; (.*D slionld rupee be linked up witli tin* sterling 
or gold (»r with nothing ; (4) the ratio question, wliether it .should be 
Is. 4d. or l.v. (id. I quite agree that Nos. B and 4, as the Finance Mem- 
])er suggested, may be discussed as distinct problems. But the London 
Committee in their re])ort have distinctly said that at every stage of thle 
(li.seus.sion of tlie Rt*.serve Bank Bill it is im]iossible to avoid their dis¬ 
cussions. The fifth ])oiiit which I would like to take up would be the 
reserve of the Bank. 

[At this ,stage Mr. President (Tihe Honourable Sir Shanmukham 
Chetty) vacated tlie Chair which was then occupied b}’^ Mr. Deputy 
President ('Mr. Abdul Matin Ohaudhury j.| 

That is the proportion of gold and other forms and reserve in our 
Reserve Bank. The sixth question I wdl take up will be the relation 
with our Imperial Bank, and then the last question which T will take up, 
if unfortunately it is decided by a majority that it should be a Share¬ 
holders’ Bank, is the rcstiictions and the safeguards of income-tajp 
payers in the country. 
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An Honourable Member : Agriciiltiirists. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : Yes, most of whom are agriculturists. These 
are the points which 1 will take in turn. I now take luy first point. 

In .192(>, it was agreed that the Reserve Bank would be a State 
Bank. Opinions changed in 1927 and the Bill laid before tlie 
AssonbJy in 1928 contemplated that it sliould be a Shareholders’ Bank 
but, on aceoujjt of strong oj)position from the thi*n Members of the 
Assembly and for other reasons, the Government withdrew that Bill. 
The present Bill is contemi)lated to be a Shareholders’ Bank, but no 
arguments are given in favour of the Shareholders’ Bank, either in the 
report or in the speech of the Honourable the Finance Member except 
one point that it ought t(» be free from political influence. I would 
read clause 3 of the lieporl which says : 

** Wo fully accept the principle that the Keservo Bank should be free from any 
political influence. The best device which the practical experience of ether countries 
has evolved for achieving this object is that the capital of the Bank should be ludd by 
private shareholders and we recommend that this plan should be adoj)ted in the <'asc 
of India. 

I request you to mark the words “ capital should hv licld by jwivate 
shareholders ” which J will discuss later ou. May I ask. Sir. tlie Jlouour- 
able the Finance Meniher whether the Reserve Bank will discuss any 
philosophical questions, whether it will diseuss the theory of relativity 
or questions of that kind for which it is neeessary that the Reserve 
Bank should be free from political influeiuM*. 1 submit that ])olities 
does not only mean “ non-eo-ojieration ” or. its reverse. Polities in¬ 
cludes the mainteuanee of the credit of the c(uiutry, control <»f cur¬ 
rency, stabilisation of exchange. All these are fundamental political 
problems. If you demaiul today that tin* R(‘S(‘rv(‘ Bank should be free 
from political influcnc(\ you may as well demand that the Fnivtu’sities 
in India should be free from academie iiifliieiuM*. (Laughter.) You 
deal with fundamental political problems and tlien, aft'U'Wiirds. v:ay 
that they should be free from political influence. You ar<' just aeling, 
as the Persian Poet said ; 

I)f>riniydn€ qdarc daryn takhUi hentthtm k^rdai 
Jiaz mi yoi keh dfhnan tar wfikuh hushydr hdah."' 

Tt means, '' you have bound my hand and feet in the middle of the river 
aTul tljen say, ‘ he careful, do not make your elothe.s wet it i.s just 

what you arc doing. You are making a Re.serve Bank to deal "vvith 
I'olitical issues and yet you demand that it should be free from political 
iiifliKuice, and lliis is a position that T cannot understand. There is one 
point to which I should like to dravr tlic special attention of the ITouse. 
It is assumed in the report that the Indian .Minister will mean political 
infiiicncf*, hut tlic Secretary" of State for India wull not mean political 
infiiienfe. We assume that the pn*.s(*nt ^Mcnihers on the ^I’rcasory i»eiiehes 
do not represent politics, the Viceroy does not n^present. politics, the 
Secretary of State for India dcics not represent politics, hut th(* only un¬ 
fortunate person, the future Finance Minister, wdien and if he conies iuto 
existence, wdll represent jinlitics. T say, adopt one uniform principle. 
Either you admit that the Bank should be free from political influence, 
and .since Ministers, Mcralicrs of the Executive Council, Mevihers of th » 
Legislature and the Secretary Slat/C arc all politics. tliei*ef(»Te Ihe 
admin’strafion of the Bank should l)e loft to the capitalist? of the country 
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iilone. But if the politicians do come into existence and if the Viceroy 
and his Executive Council exercise their influence, then, 1 do not see why 
the future Minister, when and if he is appointed, sliould be left out of 
eonsid(‘ra1ion altogether. Either both the Secretary of State and Indian 
Minister sliould be excluded or they both come in. 

If you i)(‘rmit me. Sir, 1 should like to introduce a. little confusion of 
thought and take second point and come back again to this issue ; and 
iny jusliiit'atiou for introducing this confusion of thought is that the con¬ 
clusion wJiicli I will draw from that will throw light on the prolileiu wldcli 
1 am now discussing. S(» 1 take up the (luestion of “ Exchange ”, which 
is i*c:dly niy second jioint. Sir, 1 quoted, two years ago, on the floor ot 
this House, a j>r(‘liminary note from Professor Gregory's book that there 
is onl\“ one persfin who understands tlie eonumlruni of exefojnc^* and Hiai 
man is in the lunatic a.syluui ”. My apology for introducing it is that we 
ar‘‘ all M. E. A.’s. Speaking more seriously, the exchange of cv(M*y country 
is worked hy the demand and supply of eurrencies. This thing again is 
ba^^ed on thn*(‘ factors, first is Avhat we eall visible balance of trade, that 
is the balanei* (»f trade of merchandise, or the difference of import and 
export rjf goods. Then the second item to be considered is what is called 
the invisible balanee of trad(‘. whi»*h ineludes the services, the expeiis<*s 
of the loiu’isls, and the interests on long investments and other things. 
The third item is tin* movement of long term capital from one country to 
aiKMiuM*. Tli(‘se tln*t‘e items, taken together, really determine the ])roblem 
of exehangi*. If these three items balance in any year, then tie' exchange 
stands on the I'ven key. If the balanei* of trade taking all these* three 
])oints together—to use my iH*t ])hraseology—if the balance of li*ad(‘ of 
visible and invisible neg(»tiatioiis is e<tuai to zero, then the exehange balanees, 
but if it is against us. then we should be piv]>ared to part with our gold. 
That is If) say. an niieveii balanee is always met by the expf)rt of gold 
from the (s^untry. In addition to these three important factors, there 
is a new factor whieh has eoine into existence in recent years, and that is 
caMed the short term capital and it is poj)ularly known as “ ready money ”• 
Now, this i-eady money or short term capital has been estimated by the 
Batik of International Settlement in ItKll to be 10 billion doliars. Now, 
this amount is the same as the value of the monetary gold in the whole 
world. This huge mass of perfectly liquid capital is concentrated in a few 
financial centres and it is in a comparatively few hands and it belongs 
Ilia inly to a few’ banks and to some financial houses and to a few' rich men. 
J1 can he moved easily and without notice. The movements of this ready 
money are sudden, violent and overw’helming and incaleulalile. and they 
hn*ak down tin* exelianges. The movement of this ca])ital w’as the cause 
of tile collapse of British currency in 1931 and of America three months 
ago. I would ref('r the persons, who are interested in it, to the beautiful 
firticle in the Tinirs of London, dated the 31st July, 1933. The liolders 
of tliis n*ady money colhqised sterling wliicli at on<* time wos thought to 
be tile most stable currency in the world. The VTorld Economic Con- 
foronee made useless efforts to solvt* the (piestions of w’ar debts, tariff 
woils and monetary problems, but these remedies^ oven if solved, would not 
solve the w'o?*ld econoniie problem till this fluid capital of 10 billion dollars 
has found a home w'here it can safely he locked np and w’ill not be allowed 
to move about freely without notice from one country to amflher. AVe 
are now demanding a Beserve Bank where we can carry on operations in 
the open market and T have a great apy)rehension that w’e will put our 
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necks in the hands of these capitalists and our currency may be broken 
down ill tlie manner in which the currencies of other countries liave been 
broken down, by tJie movement of this largje fluid amount of 10 billion 
dollars from one ])lace to another. It is not unknown that the amount now 
standing in the accounts of the English people in the Banlvs of the United 
Kingdom and which can be invested at a moment’s notice, is in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of one billion sterling. 

Now, Sir, do we really believe that our capitalists here in this country 
who will be the Directors of our Shareholders’ ileserve Bank would be able 
to face this liuge amount of ca])ital, whose mouth may be directed to India 
and break up our currency. Here Governm(oit alone can give relief. We 
have, got the exam])le of Germany before us. Gan any one think that the 
Reich Bank of Germany would have been able to control the I'xchange of 
Germany had not the (lOvernnuMit come forward to tiK'ir assistance and 
controlled the movement of ca})ital from Germany tt» outside e<nimrles * So, 
in Diis case, J say that if Ave Avant really to stabilise and protect ourselves 
from this hi ere fluid capital, then Ave Avill have to give ]»rt‘dominatiiig jKiAvers 
in the hands of the Government, for the Governnnuil alone eaii i»ro1(*(*t tis. 
T}u^ shareholders who arc advised to go in the open market Avil] be 

able to protect us. 

Sir, the object of the Reserve Bank is not to secure large profits for 
capitalists, hut to safeguard the interests of the country. Who are the 
people AA’ho are most com potent to safeguard tlie intcu'osts of the country ? 
Are they the politicians or the capitalists ? Here, 1 belifwe, I join issue 
with the Iloiiourahle the Finance Member, lie Avill ])rohal)ly say that the 
cajiitalists are best (pialified to safeguard the interests of the tax-tiayers 
of India and I think that those aa’Iio are the elected representatives of the 
people AA’ill guard the interests of the people more (‘fficienlly and more 
eflPectively than the capitalists can possibly do. Sir, T i*ome back again 
to my first point. We AA’ant a Shareholders’ Bank only on ihe ground 
that it would be free from political influence. Sir Henry Strakoteli, for 
whom T haA^e great resyiect and whose opinions I liighly Auilnc, said on one 
occasion that the political influence in the ease of a Shareholders’ Bank 
Avas greater than in the ease of a Government Bank. Th(‘ action of the 
Mini.ster Avill be exposed in the Assembly by the yiolitical opponent, Imt 
your capitalist Directors Avill take shelter behind statutory respf>nsibilit 3 ^ 
Besides, the politicians will haA’^e no axe of their oaau to grind, but the 
Directors, Avho Avill be capitalists, ma,v get some adA'antage for theinsehTs 
from the secret knoAA’ledge Avhic.h they may got from the Reserve Bank. 
T AV(fuld request the Finance Member or any one who is a supporter of 
the Shareholders’ Bank to giA^e on the floor of the House some definite 
illustrations of the way by which the Minister can yiractically break nj) the 
Reseiwe Bank if it happened to be a Gf»vernment Bank. Now, if your 
Minister happened to have enormous influence Avith the TTonse and an 
enormous influence in the country, then T can assure him that he can 
influence the shareholders much more easily than he can influence his 
opj)ouents in the Assembly. 

Now. Sir, I Avill take up my third point, as to whether the rupee 
fdiould be linked Avith gold, sterling or dollar or with nothing. In this 
matter, Sir, I differ from the opinion which is expressed by iny distinguished 
friend who moved the amendment for circulation. The Hiltop-Young 
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(Jonimissioi) recommended that the rupee should be linked with gold sterling 
and said that if, by chance, England went off the gold standard, then the 
lime would come to consider the separation. When England went off the 
gold standard on the 21st September, 1931, the first instinct of the llonoiir- 
al)ie the Finance Member was to do away with that provision. But, on 
t>(‘cond consideration, he changed his mind and he brought a second 
Ordinance. The Assembly, however, stuck to its guns, and we passed a 
Resolution under the leadership of Mr. President (tlieii Mr. ])ej)uty 
Pi-esido’it) insisting that the rupee should no longei* })e linked v. 'tii pa))»^‘r 
slerliiig. 1 always had the same opinion, biit a minute eonsifleration of the 
woi-ld economic conditions led me to ehange my o})inion, and I lionestly 
helieve that it is for tin* advantage of both England and India tliat llie rupeo 
-iionld coiilinue to ])e linked with sterling. To link up our rn])ee witli gold 
wili. in iny opinion, he a reactif)nary iM)licy. because, in that ease, the rupee 
v\ill necoiiu* very ex|)ensive, and our exjmrt will enormously h«* affected. 
Thore (*xist at i)resent weighty opinions in favour of inakiiiL’’ the rupee 
iiie;it)f‘r and its linking with gold will be the reverse i)roeess. If Ave do 
ni«l (cuinoct it witli gold, then an* you going to connect it with the dollar, 
or with the currency of any other etuintry ? Are you going to 
connect it with anything ! I say that we are at ])rcsent in the deluge of 
M-diioniic (Muifiisioii and the boats of the currencies of many* eountrics hav'O 
iii'cn cut ctf from tin* sh(»re of gold. It is always b**nt*ticial for loosely 
lioating boats t(» bind thems(‘lves together to get out of tliis ])rcsent deluge. 
Thereff)re, if we really unite togetluT with sterling, and all those 
countries, who have diseonnected themselves from gold, unite togetlnT, 
Mien tlierc arc greater cbaiiees of our coming to the shore. Now', England 
inlo])t(‘(l the right ])oliey at Ottawa to meet the present commotion. She 
att(‘m])ted to unite tog(‘ther, in the first instance, all the countries forming 
part (»f the British Empire, and tlien inerease their fold. The policy 
initiat<‘d at OttaAva Avas really tiie right ])olicy, and had that policy been 
nui'sued, tlnui Ave Avonld Iuiat got by tliis time in our fold a large number 
o!' other eouiitries. But, unfortunately, England adopted the opposite 
iu>licy this yvnv at the Economic Conference. Instead of making eiVorts 
t<t unit*' together, in the first instance, only those countries AA’hich have 
already diseonneeted themselves from gold, slie began to ask the gold 
countries to diseonneet tliemsclA'es, and the result Avas that all tlie economic 
enemies (d England joined together under the leadersliip of Franee. and 
tliC chances of all the eountries uniting together haA'e become more remote. 
Therefore, 1 am not going to pursue tliLs (luestion further just iioaa', but 
1 w ill discuss Avluui AV(‘ come to review' the OttaAA'a Agreement,—and T hope 
tl <' L'*ad('r of tlie House will give u.s an opportunity to discuss the OttaAva 
Agreemont as he promised, — then wo Avill discuss Avbat action avo liave 
fakt'ii and Avhat action England and India ought to take in future, 

bother Ave like it or not, the most advantageous course open to us 
IS to ];ee]) the rupee linked Avith sterling. 

r come noAv to the fourth point, the question of the “ Ratio ” ? r 
whether rupee should he ecpial to l.s-. 6d. or l.s. 4d. Here T do not p’ro: 
pose to bring before tlie Assembly the entire discussions that Ave had 
since 1926. T myself moved a motion about it Iaa'o years ago, but I Avould 
like to draAv the attention only to one point in conneetion AAith this matter.' 
Till recently, our excliangc has been on an eA'on ki’el. Wo had a favourable 
balance of vi.sible trade, that is the difference of export OA'er import in 
merchandise amountetl to about 75 or 80 crores of rupees. Out of this 
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visible balance of trade, wi? paid for the invisible balance of trade, 
including' commitments of 50 crores ; and. in the end, scnnething was 
left to our credit and Ave got the balance in the shape of precious metals. 
This has been the ])Osition of India for some time. Hut, uoav, the i)roeess 
has changed on account of world conditions which 1 need not discuss 
here, our Adsible balance of trade has been continually diminisldng. We 
are not now in a position to pay Uf> all our cbmniitments Avhich amount to 
50 crores and the rdlicr iiiA'isible balance of trade by e-\])nr1 of our raw 
materials. Since England Avent off the gold standard, we have b(*en 
paying for this balance of trade by the export of gold. Had gold not 
been exported from tlii.s country, our currency would ha\’e be(*ii i)roken to 
pieces, our credit Avould have srone doAvn, and avc do not know what Avould 
liaA'e been the value of the rupee in the Avorld market : hut llu‘ i‘x<‘hange 
was really kept up not by the means of export of merchandise as Ave have 
been doing in the ])ast. hut by the export of gold. T1 h» (loverimieiil of 
India did not liavt* a very large reservt' of gold to maintain this iinfor¬ 
tunate position. We kiiow Aery well that, in tl‘ese days of adviu'sity. only 
those firms could staTul A\ho had a resor'a* in cash. This applicable not 
only to business films, hut also to (hnauunnents and only those (iovei'n- 


inonis liaA^e come out siK'eessful from economic troubh's who bad a ‘oroin.;’ 
balance of gold in reserve. Fortunately for India, lb** people (-r tiiis 
country are aecustomed to keep theur savings not in banks. ])ut in precious 
metals and, on account of tliis liabit of tin* ]>eoplo. (>n account of tlie 
veiy good reserves which they had. the Indiaii exehartg'c was well main¬ 
tained ; but this process cannot he eontinu(‘d for a very long time. The 
balance of inA'isihle trade, that is, our commitiiHUits, cannot for a h*ii^ 
time be paid out of the gold which ti\e people have colle(*tt*d to meet their 
OAvn emergeney needs. Eacti if they can do it. I think it is wrong poTu*> 
to draw continuously year after .A’car on our reserves ; ])nt we sljouUl try 
to create a situation by means of Avhich avc can ])ay up all onr eninmit- 
ments hy means of our Ausiblo favourable balance of trade. Ihis can onl\ 
happen if avc increase our exports. There is no other Avay oi doing it. 
Noav, everybody know.s that our export has enormously fallmi, because 
other countries have now come up in competition, and it is our d\ity and 
the duty of cATry person interested in the eiirreney of the country to see 
that Ave should incrca.se the exports of our enimtry and that is tin* only 
method hv means of-which avc can maintain our e xchange Avithmit 
,r,^r frold from Tndio. We l.ave ])ee„ pressinsr Ihe Oov.-rnment t)>at time 
should be an embargo on gold, but such attacks are iisj' Cms. 
plaee, Government will not do it ; and even if the Government did t, t 
wild result in the breakdown of onr eiirreney ; and the on j in 

which we can maintain i* is that wo should have a ^‘7''"’;’ 
trade and we must increase the quantity of exj.orts in order 1o pa> np onr 

commitments^^^k^ one su-pes-tion. and I ask Ihe ITononrahle Ihe Finauee 
MPTYiher or MTiv other person ^AiH) is opposed to my opinion to gne me 
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like to press the same thinp today, namely, that with the object of increas- 
ing our exports it is essential that we must lower the \-alue of our riiijee 
in t 0 world market : in other words, the value of the rujiee, instead of 
being’ at) l.v. 6w., ought t<» la* 1 a*. 4^/. and that is the only way in which we 
can main tain our exchange on an even keel : I belieVe it will be very 
uniortunate tor the future Reserve Rank if we are to establish it with a 
ratio of l.v. (id., because i1 will be impossible for the Rank to maint^jin 
exchange on an even keel with this ratif», that is, always pav the invisible 
balance of trade by means of tht^ reser\*e of gold. If the j)’oople of India 
do not com(^ forward and pai-t with their jirivate savings, llion it will have 
to ])e ]>ai(l hy the Re.seiwe Jbmk frmii it.s reserve gold. an4 it will lx* a very 
great strain on the Rank to do it. Therefore, t tliink we must seriously 
coiisidi*!*, not in Ihe litrhl of j)f>!ilieal enielitions, Init ))urely from tlie ])oint 
of view of iiK'reasing our ex]mrts. Avlu'ther we should not CMiisifler tlie 
devaluation of tlie riijiee and I’educe it li*om l.v. f;d. to 1.9. Id. 

1 lake uj) tlie next que.stion and that is the Bank Reserve. In con¬ 
sidering the amount of r(‘serve, we should not only consider onr credit 
ontsifle Ihe eoimtiy, bnl also the credit inside tlie country and wo must .see 
that 1h(* ]ieo])l(‘ have <'oididence in the currency ; and the confidence of 
the peoph* of this eonniry is miieh more im])ortaiit than the confidence of the 
people outride India. We know that th.e currency note* is a kind of ])ro- 
note and peoph* a<M'ept it, b(*canse they believe in the stability of the Indian 
(foveniinerit, Tlie (*rcdit of currency notes at present d(K\s not depend on 
gold r(‘S'*rv(‘, bill tin* ('?*edit of their notes depends upon their power of 
taxaiioii. and n]»on the stability of the Cloveriiment, and gold reM‘rve is 
really built up with the jirimary consideration of the credit abroad. Rut 
if it is going to be a private* bank, tlien tin* jH»sition would be reversed In 
that ease, we will have to (‘ousider tlie confidence of the peo])le inside the 
country which is min‘li more important than the question of conndence 
abroad. This private bank has to satisfy tin* ])e(qdo that it has got sufTicient 
money lo honour the note^ whieli it would issue. 

Sii*. in determining tlie amount of the re.serve, we have to consider 
thn*»* very important fa<*tors ; the eredit iiisitle the comdry ; '2' th ■ 
ei't'd.'^ oiiTside the eMiiniry : djth,* (‘inergeney tliat may arise by a eliaiig* 
ill the inoM(*tary condition of tin* world, .such as England returning to the 
gold standard again. 

Nobody can say at ])reseni what wouldJ)e the monetary jiosition a few 
Vf'ars hence in tlu* world. It possible that England may n’turn to gold 
standard and wi* may have fo follow In tliat ease, the amount of reserve, 
that 've should have, mn.st bo substantially great(‘r than when England 
i- otV the gold standard. The.se three <-onsideratinns ought to determine the 
total amount of tin* gold reserve in the Reserve Rank. Iuifortunately we 
have taken into eonsidcration only one important faetor, and that is tlie 
oredir outside the (*ountry ; but the other two important factors, ii-im'*ly. 
the coiifidi’iiei* of the people iiiside the country and the einergoney factor 
have not beeii given proper consid-Tation which they deserved. Sbr, the 
amount under the fiead “ Emergency” ought to ho .sufficiently large, so 
that we may be abh* to meet all po.ssible contingencies. In this case the 
question would aviso, and it is not ]iossible to diseus.s it in detail here just 
now, what .should lu* the ratio of gold resm’v * to the total liabilities of the 
bank. In this ennneetinn. 1 would like to give the House eortaiii figures 
from 'Various countries. In France, the gold resei've is .*15 per cent, of the 
total of it.s notes and current accounts. 
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[At this stapre, JMr. President (The Honourable Sir Shanmukham 
Clietty) resumed the Chair.] 

Ill Belp'ium, it is 40 piu* eent. of tlie grold and forciprn credits payable 
ill gold out of 'which 30 |)or eent. must be physical gold. In Copenhageu, 
oO per cent, must be in metallic reserve ; in Netherlands, 40 jier cent, of 
the Bank not(*s in gold bullion and gold coins, and, in South Africa, 40 
per cent, in gold, i<. S. A. 30 per cent, to notes. Any one. who is intert sled 
in 1h<‘se figures, is i-eleiTod to a very important book written by Mr. KiscJi. 
Though it is some yc'ais old, still it is a very important contribution, and 
you Avill liufl in it the ratio of gold reserve to the total jiaper noto,s and also 
TO total liabilities : 


Countries. 

Planner 

of 

quotation. 

Notes. 

D(^^losits. 

Sum of 
notes 
and 

deposit B. 

Hatio of 
cold 

to notes. 

Patio of 
gold to 
notes 
and 

deposits. 

England 

Million 

Sterling. 

,'150 

108 

404 

44-4 

34 • I 

France 

Million 

Traiies. 

73.007 

15,425 

88.505 

50-0 

40-5 

Belgium 

Million 

Franca. 

2,000 

144 

3,(J53 

41-3 

39-3 

Japan 

Million 

Yens. 

1,1 SO 

753 

1,930 

73-4 

44-9 

South Africa 


0 

7 

10 

81 1 

45-3 

U.8.A. .. 

Million 

flolliirs. 

1,4S0 

2,434 

1 

3,025 

1 

20*4 

77*21 


111 our eas' we have provided only 20 per e(‘nt. of tlie note issue. Here we 
should not cnnsid<*r only the pa])er notes that we issue, but also the (»th‘*r 
liabilities. Treasury Bills and Piisli Certificates. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : They will not be the liabilities 
of tlie liank. Tiiey will he liabilities of the Government. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : We would take into consideration the entire 
iiahililies of the Bank in detennining the amoiint of reserve. \Vc shonld 
consider two items together, that is, deposits and the notes which they 
issue. These are the two items which w’e must eonsider ; W’e should fix 
up the amount of gold reserve, not by considering the amount of paper 
issue only, but also the amount of the deposits, and then w’e shonld fix up 
some ratio. Now, I suggest the following proportion. Of cours(\ this 
is <udy tentative, and the exact proportion might be discussed later. I 
think Ilje gold should he 30 per eent. of the note issne and deposits ; then 
sterling or gold seenritios should be 20 per cent., the Indian Government 
securities 15 per cent., and rupees only 20 per eent. We all admit that 
the rupees are not good form of reserve. Eupee in itself is a token coin 
jii.st as much as hank notes are. The notes are printed on paper and the 
rupees are printed on silver, and both of them are token coins, and so silver 
rupees arc really not a good form of reserve. This is a point which ought 
to be discussed in detail in Select Committee. In the Bill, we have pro¬ 
vided 35 crores of rupees for gold reserve, which, to niy mind, is not 
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sufli(*it*r.tly larj^e. L^onsidcring the three purposes for Avhich j^old reservi^ 
is built up, 1 think \ve should increase this amount to at least 50 crores, 
and say eitlier 50 .erores or 25 ]K 5 r cent, of the total liabilities whichever may 
be tht‘ iiiaxinium, that is, 50 erores should be tlie minirnuTn, and it should 
go uj» 1o 25 per e( id. of liie total liabilities. 

As r(‘gards tiie ])(*reentage of other forms of liabilities, this is a point 
which we should consider carefully. 1 may also mention here by tlie 
way. thai gold should be calculated not according to the present parity, 
but according to old parity. If any time, the Hank changes the gold 
into other forms of reserve, tii(*n the jirofits accrued by sale of gold shouli! 
come to us and they should not go to the bank, because it is (lovernrnent 
pr(»i)erty, and given liy Government at old paritj'. 

'1 hen J come to tiio question of our relation with the Imjieriai Bank. 

1 wanted lo discuss thi* question more exhaustively, but we already had 
a long discourse by the i\Iover of the aniendnnmt, i\Ir. Pandya, and he 
has v(M\v much ligidened my task. Sir, it was i)roposed that the Imperial 
Bank should be transformed into a Itescrvc Bank. It wa.s also ijroposed 
tbal the sharclmldm-s of the ImixTial Bank should he transformed iiito 
th(‘ shandioMers of the ]**ank. Then, again, these suggestions were 

whitll(‘d down to tin* (l<‘iiiaml that theis* should })e some intimate relation- 
shift lM‘ivo*cn the InifMTial Bank and the Beserve Bank. In diseiissing our 
ri'hition willi tin* Iniju-rial Bank, we must consider the following points. 
The tirst jioint is the existence of eli<|iie system. This was exhaustively 
illustrated by my friend, i\lr. Pandya. Jle clescrihed in detail tin* manner 
in wliiel) the Dirc'ctorship is transferred from one genoratioii to ajiothcr 
gfMh'rali.in, and he lias exposed the process clearly on the floor of this 
House, and I think if we ev(‘r f()rni a Shareholders’ ]>ank. we ought to tak • 
a lessrtn and we should not allow this kind of thing to be re})eatc(i. The 
s(‘enrid ]x»int is that tliese directors, wdiih* evaluating tin* prices of various 
articles iti order to defcrniiiic the amount of tlio loan to be advanced, do 
not <'*':i<ua1e tin- pri<*cs corfctlv and imt»artially ; they (‘valuate the |)ric»‘s 
hiehly in the ca^e of a few’ favoured nn*rchants and uiuhu'value the 
prices m the cast- of niendiants wdH» ore not favourit(‘s, but. I Ihijh*. iliai 
the appruntnumt of these la»cal TM)ards, if they are j)roperly appointed, may. 
to a certain extent, mitigate tliis pai'tiality. Then tin* third is tln' ffuestion 
of apf»ointments. !Mr. Pandya pointed out very clearly that there were 
v(vy few Indians in the s'Tvice of tlie Bank, and if T draw the attention 
of my ^Muslim friends, they will notice that the number of Musliie.s is still 
more limited. Not only this. ^ir. If you draw the attention of the autho¬ 
rities. then, instead of hearing with patience or tning to redre,s.s the wrongs, 
they lose their timiper. 1 am myself a shareholder of the Imperial Bank. 
T hold tiot only one share, but I hold several shares, but from tlie speech 
of my distinguished friend ami from the additional facts which I propose 
to Jay before* tin' House prese'iitly, I am <iuite willing to lose my shares 
if tin* Imperial Bank is allowed to ce.nse to exist. 

Sir, we have 1>een hearing a gooel deal about the special facilities 
which the Imperial Bank has provided for Indian trade and commerce. 
I should like to examine .some of the.s<» facilities. Here, if you take a 
cheque for R.s. 10 on the Tmjiorial Bank to any of its branches, the hraiudi 
will at once charge you eight arums discount. The discount is four 
annas per cent., wdth a minimum discount of eight annas. If you cash, 
a cheque for IIs. 10, you will oidy get Ps. 0-8-0. ]\Iost of us .ere familiar 
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with the banking system in Europe, and 1 ask you whether you have to 
pay this discount aiiywJiere in London You take a cheque to any 
l>ank and cash it at ])ar ami no diswuint lias to be jiaid. Then whj” 
sJiould we pay discount in India / 1 call this swindling, though you may 
call it facility. The. second thing L they say they provided banking 
facilities in smaller jdaces wheir tlu»se facilities do not exist. Yes, but 
in smaller places peoiile are engaged in agriculture. If tin* Imjierial 
Bank makes advances on the security of landed projierty, then it will be 
doing a service, but tlie Iinj)eriai l»ank does not advance money on the 
security of landed i)roi)erty. 

An Honourable Member : Not directly, but indirectly it does. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : What is the result '/ The result is that the 
local rates of interest remain wIkm-c they were b(*fore. The Bank rate 
has been diminished fjom 7 per ctnt. to ]>er (‘(‘nt., bui the local rates 
of interest charged by the nmhajtnis ami local hankers remain exactly in 
the same ])osition, because iIh'v are the persons whf> advance money on 
the security of landed ])roperty. If the Imperial Bank desired to do 
sci'vice to the country, then it ouglit to have made it the first rule that 
it would advance mon(‘y at the bank rate on tlu‘ security ot* landed 
])ro])erty. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : IMay 1 point out to my 
Honourable friend that they are precluded ])y Jaw from doing so. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : I am merely narrating the facts as they are. 
They may he due to law made hy the Legislature ixd’on* we came into 
existence, or may have been made by the Directors, but tin* facts remain. 
It is immaterial how the Act was tirst framed. We ef)Tdd have changed 
it, had we been re(juired to do so. But the f^n t remains that the lower 
rate of interest of the Imperial Bank has not lower(‘d the ratr* of interest 
in the case of local banks and absolutely no good has b(‘en done to the 
landed proprietors and agriculturists who form tin* hulk of the popula¬ 
tion of this country and they are exactly in the same position as they 
were before. Heeently, the Imperial Bank of India has introduced a 
new rule that you must kee]) a sufficient amount of nn)rn*y in the Bank, 
whose interest may cover the expenditure on kce]>ing the accounts. This 
is a recent rule. This is not under fhe Act, and this rule has been made by 
the Directors. This rule does not help tlie hanking system of this 
coiintrj". It rather frightens away ])eople from keeping their money 
in the banks. These are the actions which the Imperial Bank liave taken 
and they are not very encouraging so far as the landed interests are 
concerned. The Bank may have proved to be useful, which is very 
doubtful, to a few firms in big towns like Bombay, Calcutta, and possibly 
Madras. 

Sir, T do not like to enlarge on this topic, but I should very much 
emphasise that our relations with all tlie hanks should be uniform, that 
is, that no bank should be placed in an advanlageous position. One 
thing more I should like to say in this, connection. Though I am not 
unwilling to extend these privileges to foreign banks, but T would like 
to put down one condition before their names are entered in the Second 
Schedule of this Bill. That i.s, that each oF these foreign banks should 
keep the accounts of the Indian branch finite sf‘parately and they should 
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be in a i)ositioii to submit tbeir audited balance sJieets to the j)roper 
quarters in the same manner iis the other Indian banks arc doing,... 

Honourable Member: “And publish them also,”).and 

publish them too. This ought to be a comlition before we can recognise 
any of Ihe branches of any foreign bank. 

J leave the (juestion of the Imperial Bank, and 1 take up the last 
point. If iinfortunately it is decitled tliat this lieserve Jiank of ours 
should be a Shareliolders' Jiank, then what action should be taken to 
safeguard the interests of jmor taxj)ayer.s like mywdf / Before I deal 
with it, I desire to relate one more story. There was a ])erson wlu) did 
not like to eat laddns from a particular shot). One person brought ^300 
loilflus for him and told him that he purchased them from that j)arti- 
cular sliop. Then lie could not take them. What did the other person 
do lie bought five laddus from another sl)op and mixed them with 
the .‘too laddus. lie took out the first laddu and said in his mind ; “ This 

may not b(‘ the laddu from that particular shop ’’ : and so saying he 
ale the first laddu. He repeated the process till he ate all the 305 laddus. 
He ale all the 305 laddus under the pretence of what lawyers call 
“ the beiietit of doubt By using tlie catchword, he conscientiously 
ate all the 305 laddus. This is exactly wl’.at we are doing In re. Wi* are 
going to hand over the <] nest ion of Imlian credit and finance to these 
]»!*ivate persons. These j)rivate individuals are going to bring in live 
cn»res ol rupees, and w(‘ are going to hand over to them the whole of the 
fiiiaiieial en*dit of India which at one time was valmal at Us. 300 crores. 
These capitalists will really take ])Osses.sion with tludr five crores of 
ru]»ees. Us. 300 erori's belonging to Indian taxpayers. Thus we are 
ImndiTig over, under another catelnvard, the catehword of “ ])olitical 
iiiiluenee ”, our .‘100 erores to ])ersoiis who brought in 5 crores. 

My Honourable friend, Mr. Vidya Sagar Pandya, has mentioned 
certain rt*strie1 ions which he would like to impose upon the Reserve 
Bank if, unfortunately, it is a Shareholders’ Bank. 1 would also like 
to add a few inon* resTi’ietions. 1 would like to put down, like the 
Assembly elect ion, one man one vote. The votes should not be 
determined by the number of shares a person holds ; but one iiiaii 
should have only one vote. Tn the A.ssembly election a per.son may 
possess several qualifications, but ho lias only one vote. And, in 
order to avoid one iiersoii buying shares in the name of minor sons 
and daughters, etc., I would like to add one more condition and that 
is that only persons above the age of 18 should exercise the right of 
voting and nobody else. Tlie guardian should not be able to exercise 
the right of voting. Another eoiiditioii, J would like to have, is that 
no ])erson should have mon* than ten shares. This is really a very 
liberal account. 8hart^ should not be monoiiolised by a ' few 
< a])italists. The next eonditioii is that a ])erson, who is a share¬ 
holder in one particular ])rovince or locality, sliould not be allowed 
t( purchase shares in another locality. If purchasers are not avail¬ 
able, then Govenment. for the time being, may buy those shares and 
sell them as soon as the buyers are available. Now, the other thing 
is that we have set up an indirect election for the Directors. They 
care to bo elected by local boards. T do not seriously objeet to this 
indirect election though T would prefer myself a direct election. I 
do not seriously object to it, but the number of persons who are 
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going to olocl tlu‘ Directors is too small. That is, tlie number in the 
electoral colleges arc very few. Tlicrefore, it is very tl(‘sirable tha^ 
tlieir number sliould be increa-sed. so that we might liave a true 
representative and I tliink we cannot have an indirect election in 
which the number of persons in the electoral colh‘ge are so few. The 
next thing wliicli was j)ointed out also by my friend, Mr. Pandya, 
iS that, even if it be a Shareholders’ Bank, there ouglit to be annual 
reports wliich ouglit to be published and the two Houses of the 
Legislature should have a right to criticise the re])ort and pass 
Resolutions on it. Though it may be a private Shareholders’ Bank, 
we must remember that these shareholders have brought only five 
crores of rupees, and really the bulk of the capital belongs to the 
Indian taxpayers, and w«» must also remember that tin* losses of this 
Reserve Bank will be borne by the Indian taxpayers and, therefore, 
we are intimately interested in the wliob* problem. The next thing 
is that we should not show favour to any particular bank. All the 
banks should be placed on the sam(‘ footing and no favour should be 
.shown to one bank, which may be unfair to tlie general banking 
problem of the Avhole country. If we ]>laee one ]»artieular bank in a 
more favourable position, thtui naturally the othei* ])anks would 
suffer. The next tiling i.s, vro ought not to make the K’eserve Bank 
a new concern for ])rofiteering purposes. Wo km>w that tlie 
Imperial Bank lias long b(*en paying an inter(‘sl of Is por cent. 
Now. 1iiey have recently r(‘duee(l it from 18 to VI, Rvim VI per cent, 
is rattier high. The bank rate is only Tberefore. 1 am (piil • 

Avilling to give a slightly liigher per cent., one pm* cent. liiglHO* than 
llie bank rate and. in any (sase it slumh! not bo nno*** llian 0 per e«‘j.l. 
I v\-oidd like to juit flown explicitly that tbe<(* sl!ar(*lioi.|«‘rs are not 
entitleil to have any dividen«l Tm»re than one per e»*nt. above the hank 
rate. T think w<' might di^eiis^^* theso and siinilai* other ri-^trietion-; 
Avlteii Wo come to a discussion of the d«‘taiL. T will sum uji my 
remarks I am very stivnoj-ly in favour of estahli.shing a Beservi* 
Rank. T ,suj»pose that is the priueifde of tlj,* Ibll, tliat a Reservr 
Bank should be est.ablished and I give my heartiest support to it. 
hop<* it will be left t(» tire Select fkmiiniltee to entisider whether if 
should be a Oovemment Bank or a Sliareliolders’ Rank, but if the 
Select rommittee is [)reeltided from disenssiuL^ wbetlmr it shotdd br 
a State Bank or a Shareludders" Batik, them 1 would rather like 
that this Bill sliould he circulated to elicit ])ublie opinion ; hut if we 
could discuss this particular thing also in the Select rommittee, then 
we Avonld not mind going to Select Committee and discuss face to 
face with the np]iosi1e 0])inir>ns and come to some (*mu*bisions which 
may be advantageous to the taxpayers of this country and which may 
not put our neck in the hands of the capitalists of this couniry or 
abroad. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Sir, Never before, perhaps, in the 
history of legislative business in this IIousc was a more far reaching 
measure introduced than the one which we are discussing today ; but, 
Sir, T have to utter a note of regret that the time AA^hieh lias elapsed 
between the introduction of the Bill and its diseussion on the floor of the 
House today has not been more ample than has been given to ns by the 
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Goveriuneni. A Jiill of this liatui-e requires to be studied from all points 
of view, but I must take tilings as they are, and proceed with some 
general observations on the Hill as they occur to me today. 

We have before us Iwo mol ions down on tiie Agenda Paper. One 
is for the reference of tlie Jiili 1o a Joint (.‘oiiimittee of both Houses, and 
another is for the circulation of the Hill tor the purposes of eliciting 
opinions th(*reon. Now, 1 must say, Sir, tliat if the llouse accepts the 
motion tor tin* Select Committet*, it would have accepted the principle 
of the Hill. That leads me to try and discover what is the main prin¬ 
ciple of the Hill. AI\ ilonourablc friemi, the Finance Member, in his 
Statement of Objects and Reasons says : “ The object of this Bill is 

to set uj) a Resei’ve Hank foi- Iiidia.'* Xow. with regard to this, I think 
there will be a unanimity of oiiinion lioth in this House as well as in the 
count I y outside that a Rescnvi* Hank «;ii approved lines ought to be 
established iji lliis country ; but tin* ilifliculty arises as to what sort of 
R<.‘serve Hank it is to be, its constitution and the handling of the finances 
of the country, and the control over tin* Kes«‘rve l>ank. These are some 
of tin* <pn‘.stions that must lie carefully looked into before wc commit 
ourselves to the principle of tin* Hill. My Honourable friend, the 
Finanet* Mendier, in tin* courM* of bis .sp(‘(‘eh this morning reiterated that 
In* wanted to k<*(*p tin* Rt*st*rv«* Hank free from jiolitieal intiuences. 1 
should liki* to iinjiiire in this coninctioii whether the P>ill in its present 
form is free from a!iotli«*r sort of political influi*nee or not. I find that 

most of the powni*s have be<*?i (^•si^!■rn*d to be eojieetitrated in the hands 
of tin* (Jovcnior (ieimral. If tin* <b»vernor (iciicral dfn*s not represent 
the largest iioliiical party in Tlii** •.•niiitry. I should like to know what 
c\^c dors in* iM*\in*srnt. 'fin* l.ovinnu' Ibmcrai is rcspousiVde to the 
Se<*retai*y of Sial«*. and tin* Srrr*tary of State, as we aii know, in these 
financial niatn*i*s. is nion* nr Irs^ injiurr.(*(‘d liy tin* financial magnates of 
the (’ily nf l.ondnii. and of the intrit*sts of Rnglantl. than of this country, 
'riici-rfiu'e, Sii-, nndrr the sclirmr propomnlt*d in tlii.s Hill. I take it that 
the poliiiral inflin nee will p!a\ iiimii ii though of a charaeter (piite 
ditferriit from tin* onr whirl) \\r contemplale. Powerful ('ity interests 
in London will havr a voi(*r in the artnal wcn'klng of this Hank, ami that 
will be an iiiHnence wliieli will md be in aeeord with the interests of the 
masses of this cnnutiw. In tiiis eormection T should like to refer to the 
Despatch of tin* (tox ornnienl of India o?i (’oTistitntional Reforms in 193(1. 
In the eoni'Sf* of that De.sjmteh tln*y said : 

“ It nmmjM lir t<» r«tFiviii«,- luillmi of tlu* desirMbility that such a 

Hank slionlil woik in clo‘<r r<» (►priation with joni on lines nju’roved by the Bank of 
latglninl. ’ ’ 

That uiv»*s away tin* whole case. Tin* Reserve Hank w'hieh is sought 
to In* esl:»blishi*(l will be a sort of appendage to the Bank of England. 
This feature of tin* pr(JiM)sal before the llous<' is open to serious objection 
from tin* point of view of tin* lanrer interests of tin* country. 

I will next refer to tin* proposal that this Hank should be a Share- 
holder.s’ Htink. Opinion in the country is practically unanimous, that, 
instead of liavpig a Shareholders’ Bank, the Hank should lx* a State 
Hank. \ am gla<l that at least one member of the London rommittee, 
Tvai Haliadnr Tada Ram Saraii Has. did dissent from tlio view’ of the 
majority of the members of that Tommittee. and appended a note that it 
should be a State Bank rather than a Shareholders* Bank. Wlien a Bill 
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ui a somewhat similar cliaraeter was hei'oro tlio House a lew years ago, 
8ir Hasil Blackett cigreed ailerwanls to a JState Bank, but powerl'ul 
iullueiices were brought to bear uj)oii him by the Secri*tary ot State, and 
iie resiled from the position wliich he then took u}) and llie whole scheme 
was knocked oji the head. To entrust currency aiul exchange to big 
capitalists and exj)loitei’s of the masses oi the ])eo])ie. is jiot the sort of 
arrangement which will commend itself to somt* of us on this side of 
tlie Jloiise. Clause 17 of the Bill sets out in soim* dt^tail the business 
wliich this Bajik will be called up<m to transact. Some of these items 
ale as folloAvs : The accejiting of money on dej>osit without inten»st and 
tile collection of moinw for the Seendary of State in Council, the 
Governor (b‘iieral in Council, Loi'al Gov<‘riimi‘Mts, States In India, iianks 
and other i)ersons ; purchase, sale ami re-discount on bills of exchange 
and promissory notes. 1 am not going to read out all the ditfi'retd items 
in this list, but 1 will refer only to a f«‘W (d‘ ihtmi in order to show the 
important nature of tin* vork which this liank will b(* calli'd upon to 
transact : Gold coin or bullion or docimn^nts of title to the same : 
promissory notes of any schtMlulcd bank ; the making of advances to the 
(JovtM’iior General in Couneil ; tin- is*xiie of deuiiiod di'afis. and the 
making, issue aud ('ii*<Mdati(»n of bank post bills ; tla* purdiax* ami sab* 
of securities ; the custody of immii's. securities and other artieb's of 
valm* ; the sale and r(*alisation of all j»rop»‘rly. wlielher movable or 
immovable, whieh may in any way eome into the pov^^ssimi of the Bank ; 
the acting as agent for the Sceretary of Slate in t’oiineil, the Govmmor 
Genei*al iti Connei! or tiny' Ijoeal Governim*nt or State in India ; the 
purehas<* and sab* of g<>ld or silvei- ; the pnrehasi*, sale, transbu* and 
custody of bills of (‘Xeliainre. si'eurities <»r shar(‘s in any e(»mpany ; the 
('olleetion of th(‘ proceeds, whelh(*r prineipa!. int(M*esl or dividends, of 
any seeurities or shanks ; the management »d‘ pul>lic (b*b1 ; the issue of 
Jiotes ; tlie purchase and sale of gold eoiu and Itnllion. and .so on. 

It will, therefore, be seen that tlie business whieb this IJank will be 
eidied iiixm to transact will be of enoriiuMi.s impoi-laiu’e. and it will be 
ra.th(‘r dangerous to entrust the alfairs of Die liaiik to private shar< 
holders wliose interests may not always eoineiile with the interests of 
the people of tliis countr\v gimerally. Sir. it will lie found that the 
shareholders generally' are hankering more afp'i* tlanr personal profits 
and gains, and they are not always solicitous about the interests of tlie 
peotile of the country. ^ly Hoiiouralih* friend, !\lr. Vidya Sagar Ibnid.va, 
lias referred in some detail to tin* iiiatiner iu whieh the Imjierial Bank 
of Fudia is being carried on. 1 am afraid that, if this Dank is established 
as a Shareholder.s Bank, if ma.v also fall into the saim* (*rror in wdiich 
the Imperial Bank lias fallen. Xow, in oth(*r countries also there are 
instances of State Hanks, as. for instance, Australia. Anotlier feature 
to which objection is to he taken in conuei'tion wiDi the proposals of the 
Government is tlie total absence of any referenee to the nationality of 
the shareholders. In the best interests of this ennntry. there ought to 
bir a restriction to tlie sale of sliares only to tlie nationals of this country. 

Mr. President fThc TIonourahle Sir Shaumukliam ('^hetty) : Tlic 
Ilonoiirable Member will resume his speech tomorrow. 

The Assembl.y then adjourned till E](*ven of the Clock on Tuesday, 
tlie 12th September, 1933. 
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

(iRAOEs OF (Officers is the Madras CT stoms Preventive Stafi* 

702. *Mr. K. P. Thampan : Will (tovernment be pleased to state ; 

(e) if it is a fact that in the Madras Ou.stoms Prevenlivt* StRif there 
ai’e two j'rades of officers with different scales of salary ; 

(h) if th<*\' aj*e of tile same qiialifi(*ations and perform the same nature 
of work ; 

{(■) if this system obtains in ]\Iadras alone and that in Doiubay, Cal- 
enlla, Karachi. Uan<roon and other places thei*«' is only one 
f?rade ; 

(<7 < if the answer to part (r) be in the affirmative, what is the reason 
for continiiinL^ this di.stinction in Madras ; 

[( I ir they are |»repan*d to considor tlie desirability of abolj.shin*^ the 
two irrades in Madras and introduce an uniforni Lrriule for all 
porls ill hitlia 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster: Ves. 

< I) ' \iK 

((‘\ No. Then* are two classes of Preventive Officers at Karachi, 
l loiiibay and Burma Out ports. 

(d) Does not arise. 

(e) No. 

Mr. K. P. Thampan : Do T understand that there are Assistant 
Preventive Officers not only in Madras, but also in other major ports 
like (.^aleutta and Bombay ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : Yes, Sir. If the Honour¬ 
able Member had followed my answer to part (c), he would find that 
I said there are two classes of Preventive Officers at Karachi, Bombay 
and Burma Outports.*' 

New Overtime Rules for the Assistant Preventive Officers of thb 
Madras Customs Office. 

79r*h *Mr. K. P. Thampan : Will Government be pleased to state ; 

(a) whether they have r<?ceived a memorial from the Assistant Pre- 
ventivi* Offieers of the Madras Customs Office reiraiding the 
new overtime rules : .. , 
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(h) whether tlie iumv rules Avere introdiieed as tlu* oiiieoiiie oi some 
aiioiijmious })etitions ; il‘ so, why ; 

[O it il is ii faet that after the introdiietioii of th«* in'W ruh*s the 
ovei iiait* earnings of an Assistant Pr(‘ventiv(‘ OHiee!’ 'lave 
been coiisiderahlv redneed and whether they are aware that 
tliere is considerable discontent anionj? them ; 

:</') wlietlitn* lliey are jn-epared to undertake an en(juii*y and redress 
the *»rievances of the Assistant Preventive Of'ticei’s 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster; [(r Ves. 

ih) No. 

(r) The new rules aim at a more e(|nitable distribution of overtime 
earnings. The ratio of overtime earnings to wilary is even now greater 
for an Assistant Preventive Officer than for a Preventive Officer. The 
Government of India are not aware of any discontent. 

(d) The question has already been considered and Government do 
not consider that any change is necessary. 

Mr. K. P. Thampan : Con.sidering the Iowct scale of salary of 
these Assistant Preventive Officers, may I know if the rides could not be 
revised more favourably to them ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : As my answer implies, we 
have considered the matter very earefully and we consider that the 
present conditions are quite fair. 

Mr. K. P. Thampan : Is it a fact that in other ports, such as 
Calcutta and Bombay, also, the overtime rules are more or less on 
the same lines that are recently introduced in Madras ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster ; T must ask for notice. I 
must enquire into the question whether the overtinu* rules are 
exactly the same iu all ports, 

Mr. K. P. Thampan : Will the Honourable Member please enquire 
and communicate to me ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster ; Yes. 


Proposed Revision of the Terms of the Ottawa Agreement. 

794. '"Mr. K. P. Thampan : Will Government be pleased to state ; 

(a) whether their attention has been drawn to a Router’s ines.sage, 
dated London, July 20, regarding the decision to hold a series 
of meetings between the British and Dominion Government 
delegates with a view to revise the terms of the Ottawa Agree¬ 
ments ; 

(h) whether Government have deputed any one to represent them at 
these meetings ; 

fr) in what important commodities, judged from the experience of 
tb(» last six months, are the Agreements not W(»»’kiri«jr favour¬ 
ably to Indian interests f 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : (a) Yes. 
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(h) and (r). The llonourabltj Membor is referred to tlie reply 

on the Isl Srplonihcr. 1o starred question No. 371 on the 

same subjeet. 

Mr. K. P. Thampan : I did mU hear the lionoiiral)!*" Meiuber well. 
Ma’y I know whether any definite dee.isions were arrived at at tliat 
('ontVT'eiiee ! 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Shore : Tin* ‘riMiei al ^ist of my reply 
(11 that oeeasioti was tliat we had n<» info?*mation (»f '.vliat took plaee. 

Mr. K. P. Thampan : \V(*r«* fli»* (ioveniineiit of India i‘epr(*sented 
at that ('oiifenuiee 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Shore : To the best of my reefilleetion, 
no. Sir. We ha\e no information, as far as I remember, about this 
matter, nor have we. I believe, any information as in what was 
aetually discussed at that ('onfereiiee. 

Mr. K. P. Thampan : May 1 know, windher judj^ing from the 
e:sperienee of the last so many months, the Ottaw'a Trade Afrreement 
is working entirely to the bc‘m‘fil (d‘ (rreat Britain and that the ex¬ 
ports from India have not api»reeial)ly increased 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Shore : A few days ajro, in reply to 
a (piestion, T laid statistical information that was available on the 
table of the House and 1 would su^jrest to my Honourable friend that 
I'e should (‘(msult the iid'ormation that I then laid before the House. 
He will. I ill ink, find that it does not really bear out his sn^^estion. 

Mr. K. P. Thampan : What d<M*s the Honourable Member himself 
think about the working'’ of the Ottawa Afrreement ? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Shore : 1 prefer for the present to 
withhold my opinion on that point. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : Will the Honourable Member pive the 
Asaeiubly an ojiportunity to discu.s.s the results of the workinf? of 
the Ottawa A^rreemeut as sooii a.s the 12 months are over ! 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Shore : ^V.s Honourable Members in 
the Assenihly are awart*, we are jiledjred to setting up a representative 
eoinmitt(*e of this Assembly to examine from time to time the re.sults 
of tin* w(»rkiiifr of that Ajrreemeiit. Eitlnu* in the next Session or in 
the early part of tin* Budjret Session, 1 ])ropose to move for the 
setting: ui» of siicli a Committee. AVlien it is constituted, all the facts 
available will be plaeed before it. 

Mr. F. E. James : May I take it that if tin* (Tovorumeut are 
convinced that as rejrards any particular article, the preference driven 
in the T^jiited Kinjrdom is not adecpiate, in view of all the cireiim- 
slanees, to confer any beindil on the Indian producer, then the Oov- 
erniiicnt will repr<*sent to His MajestyV Government tin* possibility 
of inereasinpr tin* preference before the rommittee is set np by the 
Assembly ? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : I have* alway.<; nd'u.scd. In 
fact 1 refused yesterday to reply to hypothetical questions y)nt to 
me. but T can assure the House that if at any time information comes 
to onr band which makes it advisable for us to seek the alteration of 

L272LAD jO 
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the <ig*rcouient to tiu* advantage oi this country, we shall not hesitate 
to try and do so. 

Mr. F. E. James : May 1 know whothcr tin* (lovcrnnn'nt feel 
hound to the preseni prefcVeiunvs until tin* (^)mmittee of the House 
which is envisaged has reported ? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : 1 would like to make it per¬ 
fectly clear 1i> tin* Ihnise that if, at any time, we consider tliat we 
can better the Agreement that Ave came to with the Tnited Kingdom 
from our j)oint of view, and if it could reasonably be d(Uie, we shall 
not hesitate to try and do so. 

Mr. B. Das : Were the Government approached by any section 
of the so-called Indian producers to make re])resentation to the United 
Kingdom to alter the present Agreement 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : I must ask for notice, because 
I think we have received a number of representations in connection 
with the Agreement. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Tn any further pref(‘rt*ntial treatment 
ihat may be given to the prcaluets of the rnit<*d Kingdom, will the 
interests of the e<uisu.iners (»f India hv earefnlly watehed V 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : I lliink we always bear all 
interests in mind. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : I understand from tin* reply of the 

Honourable M»*mb«'r ibai tin* (b)vernm<‘nt oi' India have no informa¬ 
tion s*> far about the message st‘iit by Keiiter. In casr* lliis m(*ss:me 
eoin(*s o!i1 lo be tnn* and sinee tin* A'^sembly will in* lonizfr In* 
sittirnr. n^ay ] r*<wp!ost iln* 1 bnionrablt* Member in convey to His 

Majesty's (reveroineiil tie* stronir desii*** .-iinl i'fn'liiig rd' ‘]:is Assembly 
that in f itnre Hie i*eiii‘e-e}ilativ(‘s r)!* India slnaild be sent froni India 
and should not h** l•('i»r<‘sellted hy nersons already in Knidatnl V 

The Honourable Sir Jo.seph Bhore ; 1 am not in a position to 
commit myself in any way. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad ; Very often India is represented by men 
who have not got personal knowledge of India on the present day 
problems. It is our wish that, if India is to be represented at all, 

she must be represented by persons avIio have got knoAvledge of the 

present day problems, and not by persons who have never visited 
India or who left India more than six months ago. 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : My Honourable friend may 
rest assured that the representatives of India will always be clioaen 
from amongst those who have up-to-date and complete knowledge of 
the problems in India. 


Case of one Mr. Bharthi, ^jt-Guard, East Indian Railway 

795 *Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen : (a) Is it « fact that Mr. nharthi, 
ex-Guard, East Indian Railway, preferred an appeal to the Agent 
East. Indian Railwa.v. (’.alcntta, thronsr), the Divisional F!ui)crintcndcnt 
which was withheld by the latter under paragraph 15 (i».) of rules for 
discharge and dismissal of State Railway non-gazetted servants T 
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(h) Is it a fsct lliat tlio Divisional Siiperintondent in his letter to 
Mr. Hharthi sai^l that tiie order of diseiiarge was passed not by him, but 
by the Superintendent 'ransporUlion and that tlie investigation ordered 
by his pn*(leeessor would take piae<* ? 

(rj Will (lovr^rnment be pleas<*d to stale whal the order of his pre¬ 
decessor actually was and ho inv(‘stigated the eas^' a!id in* whose [)resence, 
and what the report was ? 

{(h Ts it a fact thai rules 0 and 14 for dis<‘harge and dismissal of 
Mate Railway non-gazett(‘ii Oovernmenf Servants. frani(‘d by tlie lifiil- 
way Hoard, have been violated in this case ? If so. why ? 

(ri Is it a fact that Mr. Hliarthi preferred an, appeal 1o the (lovern- 
!ne!it (»f India, which was sent to the Divisional Sipw^rinlemleiit for dis¬ 
posal, and on whiel. tlie Divisional Supei’intendent wrote to Mr. Hharthi 
as follows : 

“ ^’our jippcjiJ 1(t Ills Kxcrlleiirv th«* Viceroy h;is sent to me for clispos.'il, 

;iN no nppr.'il li<‘s to omv one nlxjvr in«‘, I have nothing to a«l<J to uliat I have said ’’ ? 

if) Is it a fad that .Mr. Hharthi suhniittehl to rlit* Divisional Superin- 
tcnd(*nl a cojiy of the written statement of his witness regarding his 
insult ? 

(f/) Will Government be ideascM to stat(‘ whether Mr. Hharthi, umier 
(H)V(‘rnineiit of India Cireular No. .‘12()7-A., dated the Sth July, IIGG, and 
re])eated in 11)29 and 19.‘U) is entitled to re])resent his case to the Govern¬ 
ment of India ? 

(//) Will tlovcniinent be pleased to stale if the ajipeal of ^fr. Hharthi 
was forv’arded to the Agent. Hast Indian R^iilway, by the Secretary. 
Indian Soldiers’ Hoard (ride his Xo. oT Em]). olOO, Government of 
India, dated the 11th March, 1988, New Dellii) for reinstatement ? If so, 
what aetion was taken by the Agent I 

Mr. P. R. Rau : (loverinnent liave no information but are en- 
(piiring into the matter, ainl, if they find that the proct'diire adopted 
was ('ontrary to tiu* existing rules, they will consider what action is 
necessary to s(*t the matter right. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : May T know if these Divisional Officers, 
against wfiose decision an a|vpeal is preferred, withhold the ay)peal, 
what is the remedy to the applieant ! 

Mr. P. R. Pau : A Divisional Officer can withhold an apjieal only 
for (bdinite reasons and he has to communicate those reasons to the 
petitioner. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Supposing in fact he has done it very 
wrongly, what is the remedy left ? 

Mr. P. R Ran : The rules definitely lay down that for certain 
reasons a])i)('als may he withludd and, if the Divisional Offieer withholds 
op|)(*als contrary to those ruh*s. tin* niatt(*r will he looked into. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Hut my point is that if the Divisional 
Officer decides an appeal whether rightly or wrongly and withholds it. 
find the applicant is ind satisfi(*d, what is the reasonable course loft 
to him, or is he doom<*d ? 

Mr. P. R. Ran : There must he a limit to appeals. Sir. 
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Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : I am asking about casos in wbioh a wrong 
lias boon dono. I wbuld ask the Ilonourablt* Monibor to consider the 
rules on that point and, if there is any neeessity ior ohaTi,ging tin* rules, 
tliey may be changed for the jmrpose of doing justice. 

Mr. P. R. Rail : Tlie rules provide for certain a.j>peals and Gov¬ 
ernment consider that they have in tlio rules allowed for all reasonable 
chances of appeal to an aggrieved employee. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : My Honourable friend is only repeating. 

: am asking whether the Honourable Member is prepared to go into 
this question and give a chance to these unfortunate peo]>le who are 
not able to reach the Agent. 

Mr. P. R. Rau : I am afraid the Honourable .Member is repeating 
the same question over and over again. 1 cannot say what (‘xactly he 
is after. If he has aiiy suggestions to make. 1 shall be (juile ])re])ared 
to consider tliem. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : My sugire-stioii is that when* eertain 
appc'als are wi'ongly withh“ld. sonn' npp»>riuTnty should be albovi'd to 
thes(‘ p(*nji].» to iv‘a('h I he Aneiit ami ?*opr**sent ilo* t'.isf*. 

Mr. P. R. Rau : U* aiq>eals a!'«* wi-onirly witldn'ld. certaiidv ilio 
Agent will look into tlu* matter. 

Mr M. Maswood Ahmad : Have Govenum‘iit tiieTirin];e,i In the 
rules the reasons for wlileli at>peals may be withli<*ld ! 

Mr. P. R. Rau : 1 think so. Sir. 

Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen : l>id tin* Honourable Member stiggest 
that the right ])roee(liire was adopte<l in the |>res(‘nt eas(* .* 

Mr. P. R. Rau : I said tliat GoveninieTit are making iinpiirit*s into 
the matter and, if they find that the proe<*dnre adopt<‘d was eontrary 
to the e.\isting rules, they will consider what aetion is n(»cessary. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : Can an <*m])lovee send an advance copy 
of the appeal to th<‘ Agent ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : Tlien* is tiothing to pn*vent him from doing so. 

Mr; Lalchand Navalrai : In ease the appeal is wrongly withheld, 
what 's the eoiirse left to the applicant to reach the Agent ? Has he 
got to go again through the Divisional Officer or can he seiul his 
appeal direet to the Ageiil against tin* wrongful withholding? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : .\s a matter of faei, I belii've employee's v(‘rv often 
send th(*ir appf'als direct in jj large ?nTnd)er of cases. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : Can an employee ap))eal to tin* Agent 
against an order withholding tin* applieation ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : Tf the application has been ivronglv withheld, T 
suppose they are at liberty to do so. 

Di.sruAROE Orders passed in the Dinapore Division, East Indian 

Railway. 

796. ^Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen : In how many cases have orders 
of discharge been ijassed in the Dinapore Division of the Bast Indian 
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liflilwfiy siiK'c 19.*>1 ! Ttuiiiy o!' ?*f‘verso<l after re- 

C()n.sjr1(*ration '! 

Mr. P. R. Rau : (fOV(*i*iimf‘nt have no iniorniatlioi. 

IiEtri:n<*iiment in the Survey of India Department. 

797. ’^Seth Haji Abdoola Haroon : (d) Will Government be pleased 
to sUite whetiier l•etr^^ncllment was made in class 11 Service of tlio Sui’vey 
of India Department in 1931 ? 

(b) If so, how many ofifieers and other clerks were picked out of 
the total workers V 

(r) Is it a fact that since tht' bej?inning, the above department has 
remained tht‘ monopoly of Anirlo-Indians i 

id) Will Guv<‘rn?nerit he ])lea.s<^d to stab* how many ofhoers are there 
in tin* al>ove dej)arinn*nt who an* still in service allliou^h they are over 
50 years in a^e ? 

(r) Is it a fact that fnsh liands arf In ht* recruited in the near 
future In till np vaeMneie^ in liie cl iss 11 Servici* / 

If sf), are (J<i\< ftniieiP prepare.! afipnini the retrenched youii^ 
oftic«‘rs, wlin liavc spent the be.st part of tinir lives in tiie departineut. for 
th(* ahnvi* stated vaeaneh's i 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : (</) Yes. 

Tin* other parts nf tin* (piestiou j^resuniably refer only to ('lass IT 
of the Survey of India. On this assumption, the rei)li<‘s are ; 

'/> I L*L‘ ofticers and 1 proliatioUer. There are iin clerks. 

(r' 1 w'onid ref(‘r tlie Tlonourahle Memher to the re])ly ^iven to 
part {ri of starr(*il (juestirni N<». 319 in this Tlonsc* on the 1st SepTeinher, 
1933. 

id) Four. ^ 

(e) Ye.s. 

if) The lloiumrahlc Memher is referred to tin* reply priven to part 
(c) of .starred (|nestinn \n. 340 in thi.s House on the 1st September, 
1933. 


liETRENC llMF.NT IN THE EaST TnDIAN RaILWAY FrKSS. 

798. ’•^Rai Bahadur Lala Brij Kishore : ui) Is it a fact that at the 
time of n'trenehinent in 1931 in the Eijst Indian Railway Press, Calcutta, 
1() (\)nipositoi’s. 20 Hinders and 9 Distributors and a number of other 
operativ(‘s wen* redneed, but none of the snpervisinir staff, sneh as Over¬ 
seers, Foremen, Section Holders. (’oin])utors. Clerks. Time-keepers, etc., 
were touehed ? 

(b) Is it a fact tliat in 192G there were only two Jamadars to .supervise 
tbe work of the Hinders, whereas at present there are five Supervisors, 
viz.f one Foreman, two Assistant Foremen, one Jainadar and one Assistant 
Jamadar, in the bindinp^ section who perform identieallv the sfime duties 1 

(r) Is it a fact that in 1926 there w'ere only two Sect ion-Holders to 
;fUj)ervise the WM>rk of the Compositors while now, aftfer the reduetion of 
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operatives (in 1926, 101 Compositors, at present 75), there are one Fore¬ 
man and four Section Holders for the same ])urpose 1 

(d) Is it a fact that the payment: of wages on the monthly salary basis 
has been inti-oduced in the East IndiaJi Railway iuul Eastern Bengal 
Railway Presses, Calcutta, in place of tiie piece system ? 

(() Have Govcrnrnont considered whether in the case of the payment 
of wages on a salary basis the services of the Coin])Utors arc not in^eessary 
for calculating tlie Avages of the ()])eratives ? 

(/) Ls it a fact that the Superintendent of the Eastern Bengal 
Railway Press infornn'd tin* IlailAvay Boanl that after the introduction 
of flic monthly salary system the posts of the* Comimtors were snpertiuous 
and that he (lid actually abolish the same posts of Ujc Compiitors in his 
Press ? 

(ff) Is it a fact that in 1926 there Avere only two Computers in the 
East Indian Railway Press. Avhereas at jirescnt tin* number of the sfiid 
('omx)ut(»rs is 16, and that the strtmgth of tho o])(‘ratives Jias cv)nsiderfi])ly 
decreased dne to the retrenchment in 1921 and to tlie introdiietion of the 
monthly salaiy system ? 


(7j) Is it a faet that the following is a correct 
parative strength of the supervising staff' in the 
Press, Calcutta and IlowTah, in 1926 and at present 

statement of the com- 
East Indian Railway 



1926. 

At present. 

Overseer 


1 

o 

Foremen 


1 

4 

Assistant Foremen.. 


Nd 

2 

Office Suiierintendent 


Nil 

1 

Press Mechanic .. .. 


Nil 

1 

Section-holders 


2 

4 

Machine Jamadars .. 


1 

3 

Computers (including Asstt. Computors) .. 

2 

16 

Time-keeper Tincluding Asstt. 
keepers) 

Time- 

2 

4 

Clerks .. 


36 

44 

Checkers 


Nil 

2 


tf; IF answers to parts (a) to (h) be in the affirmative, will Gov¬ 
ernment be ]»lcased to state Avhether they have satisfied themselves that the 
existing number of posts in the supervising .staflP and among the clerks in 
the East Indian Railway Press, Calcutta and IIoAvrah, do not contain many 
surplus hands ? If not, Avhy not ? 

Mr. P. R. Ran : Witli your permission. Sir. I projinse to reply to 
questions Nos. 798 to 801 and 80,2 to 812 together. Government have 
not full information on the various points raised but are obtaining 
whatever information is readily aA^^ilable and 1 Avill lay a reply on the table 
of the House, in due course. 




QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 


1341 


Kethknciimknt in the East Indian Railway Press. 

t799. *Eai Bahadur Lala Brij Kishore ; (a) Js it n fact that the 
Railway Jh)ar(l Jiavc recently is.suc(l further iiisti-uctioiLS for retrenchment 
of the staff in the East Indian iiailway J*ress V 

(b) Is it a fact that the Aj^ent, East Indian Railway, has informed 

tin* Se(*retary f)r the Press Employees Association, (’alcutta, that further 
reductions of staff in the said Press Avill be undertaken shortly, and ha-s 

iuAited the opinion of tlie Association in the matter '■ 

(c) Js it a ffi(*t that the Secretary, l^ress I^mployeijs’ Association, in 

liis jett<‘r d:ited the 9th Au»rust, protest(*d atrainst thj^ distinction 

ami pointed out that the Opt*ratives. sp<‘cially the l>ind(*rs. were no\> fully 
eni])h»ye(l ! 

{(I) Is it a fact that ]\Ir. A. F. Slater, wlio was appointed a Sjiecial 
r>rfie(‘r at an enoruions eost tlo (‘inpiire into tin* s<'}n‘ine of nw^ranising the 
Printiim^ ()ll[i<*es of tlie Railways, reecuiiniended in 19‘U) that the miniinuni 
strength of the Poinpositfirs and Hinders in F]ast Iiulian Railway Press 
sltonld he 79 and ITb. resiieetively ? 

(r) Is it a faef that the present str(‘ngth of the Compositors and the 

r»ind(‘rs in the said Press is To and ir>4, resp<*etively ? 

if) Is it a faet that owing to ])ressnr(* of woi*k in the liinding depart¬ 
ment : 

(/) men belonging to tin* department's of Maeliim*. Inkman, Packer- 
man, etc., are now daily being engaged to do the work of the 
Rinders : 

{ii) e\'tra temporary Compositors are still working ; 

(Hi) overtime is also going on ? 

if/) Will (Jovernment be pleased to lay on the table a copy of the 
lett(‘r referred t(» above writt4*n liy tbe Secretary, I’ress Employees^ Associa¬ 
tion ? 

(h) If answers to parts (b) to [(j) be in the aftirmative. will 
Government lx* pleased to state : 

(/) the reasons of the Agent's proposal for reduction of Operatives ; 

^/V) whetlier Government propose to reduce the existing number of 
the supervising staff such as Overseer, Foreiuep. Com])iitor, 
Checker, Clerks, etc., at tin* time of the propc)sfd r(»treneh- 
ment ? If why not ? 

I’nn iiAsr. of TiME-Ri:<’OKDr.« ^Iac’tiines uy the East Indian lUn.wAv 

Press. 

f800. *Rai Bahadur Lala Brij Kishore : (a) Ts it a faet that 
in the East Indian Jiailway ]*n\ss four time-recorder ma^hines, viz., Olend- 
hill Rnx>k tinn* clocks, t'tc., were purchased ? 

(b) If the answer to part (a) he in the aflirmativt*. will < b>V4*niitM*nt 
be pleased to state : 

(i) the eost and the date of the purchase of each machine ; 
tUor answer to this (ineatioii, .st * .aiiawor to (jiicstioii Xo. 708. 
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(ii) wJifi! Ilioir uses are ; and 

(///) wiu*tlicr tlicse inaeliines make llie st.‘r^’ic*(*s of tin* Tinu' iu?<*]K'rs 
rediiiidaiit ! If so, wlietlior the luiinher of the Time-Keepers 
has been reduced aecordiiif?ly ? 

Pl^Kl’HASK OF CICRTAIN MACHINES BY TTIK EasT TnDIAN RaILWAV PrKSS. 

t801. *Rai Bahadur Lala Brij Kishore : {a) Will Government be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing: the number of (i) Rotaiy, 
(ii) Envolve, (iri) Folding:, (fr) Cutting:, (v) Mono., (vi) Lino and other 
machines bought by the East Indian Railway Press from 1914 to 1931, year 
by year f 

(/j) Is it a fact that a nuTn])er of maehines, viz., one Envolve maehine 
and one Rotary, liave never been used since their purchase ? 

(r) AVill Government be pleased to state the amount, if any, realised 
as discount on the purchase of each inachiiie ? 

(d) Will Government be p1east*d to lay on the table a stateimnit show¬ 
ing, yeai* by year, from l!n4 to : 

(/■ Ilje i.,inibri- maeliinrs and ])r(*sses sold by tbe East Indian 
rtailway l'i’<‘ss. and llowrali : 

(ii) tile amount fnj* whiidi each was sold, together with the original 
jU'iiM* bir wliieh eaeli was bought, as well as th(‘ dates of pur¬ 
chase and sale of each / 

SaijK ok Wastk IX Tin: Easi Lvdiax ItAiiAVAT Pkkss. 

802. *Rai Bahadur Lala Brij Kishore: a) Will Government be 
pleased to slate whether tin* East Indian Railway Press, Calcutta and 
Ilowi'ah, call for teiul<*rs for tin* sale of old })apers '! 

(h) Jf the answer to ])art (a) be in the negative, will Government be 
pleased to state tin* reason for not doing so ? 

(^e ) Will Government be jdeased to lay on the table a statement show¬ 
ing, year by year. From 1915 to 1931, the amount realised from the sale of 
wa.ste i)aper ? 

Mr. P. R. Rail : J would refer the Ilonourabb* .Mrmber to lie* r<*ply 
given by Sir Alan Parsons In (piestion Xo. ’»S1 by Mr. S. C Mitra on 
the lltli February, 1931. 

P ’RrTIASJ. (»F rURTAI.X J\Ia< UIMCs UY TIM: EaST IxDIAN RaU.WAV 

’*'Rai Bahadur Lala Brij Kishore : ia) Is it a Fact that 
twf) Gino. and se\en JMono. maehines .‘uid .six Mono.-e.asting maehines were 
purchased in tin East Indian Railway Press immediately after the East 
Indian Railway became a State Railway ? 

(If) Is it a I act that the Mono, machimss cause to the Governnn'iU a 
loss of 4(1 ])er cent, while the lino, machines cause a 20 per cent, loss .? 

(r) !s it a fact that matters composed in Mono, or Lino, machines 
have to })e molt(*d away after i)rinting, and tliat such melting can go on 
for five times only ? 

tFdi- answer to this question, nee answer to question No. 798. 
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(^/) Is it <1 r;M*t ilifii inailcr lasts 90 laklis oT impres¬ 

sions 

(r) Is it ;j J'arl iJjiil Hand (’ompositors are entitled to reiniineralion 
after the first n'adinj^, s(*eond reading, third reading, rexised ei/rieetions 
and rule dress-up are finished f 

(/) Will Governnient he pleased to lay on the table, a comparative 
/statement showing tht* <M)s 1 of eomj/osiiig by hand 44 X 72 Em non-pareil 
tyx)e If) eolumn statement, and that of having it in a Alono-machine, 
noting specifically the charge of : 

(f) Operator ; 

(ii) Caster ; 

(i/ij Arranging ; 

(ir) First reading corrections ; 

(r) S(‘c(nid reading corrections ; 

(r/) TliM-d reading corrf^ctjons ; 

(r// 1 l»(‘visr correct ions : 

( r/// I Kul»> I)rrss iij) ; 

(, U'j (^a^ ; 

El<’cti‘i< lty : 

(./'/) Water ; and 
(.r/o .Mt^tal ? 

I f /1 ir tile replies to parts O/', (/n, O*). (d i and (c‘) he in the 
affirmative, will (Jovennnent he ])leascd to state why they are replacing 
hand eoiiiposition l»y Lino, and iMoiio. macliines ! 

Mkm(jwi.m. from ('Fut.vin Employees of the East Indian and the Eastern 
lii;N(JAL Kailavay Presses. 

t804. *Rai Bahadur Lala Brij Kishore : (a) Is it a fact that 
the llonourahle .MeiiilKU’ in charge of Kailways and Commerce rcc(‘ived 
a memorial, dated the 12lh Jamuny, 1931, from the Compositors, Distri¬ 
butors and Linders of the East Indian Railway Press, Calcutta and 
IJowrali, and the Eastern Pcngal Railway Press, Calcutta ? 

{h} If the answer to part \a) he in tlie ^iffinnative, will Government 
he i)leaseil to lay on the table a eopy of the said memorial 

{(•'' Will the llonoiir-ahle Mciiiher in eharge of Pailways and Com- 
im‘re(\ he j)h‘ased !(► stale : 

(/; what aetion has he<Mi taken or is intended to he taken in the 
inait<M' ; 

(ii) if no aetion has been taken or is iiitende<i to be taken, the 
reasons therefor ? 

Rt’/rKKNi UMENTS AND liEDrcTIONS IN THE OPERATIVE 8 tAFF OF THE EaST 

Indian Railway Pricss. 

t805. *Bai Bahadur Lala Brij Kishore : (a) Is it a fact that 
following the amalgamation of the Eastern Bengal R/iilw^ay Press with 

tFor answer to this question, sec answer to question No. 798. 
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the East Indian Tiailway l^ress, retrenchments and reductions have been 
made ijj the o])orative staff of tlie East Indian Railway Press ? 

{h) Are Oovernment aware that the operative staff of the East Indian 
Railway Pre.ss Indd a nieetinp; of fiic Press-workers affeeted by the said 
amalframation on duly LM), at Paleutta, and passed residutions 

expressinp: their j?rave aiipreh(*nsions and that a copy of those n'solutions 
was duly forwanled to the Honourable Menib(*r in eharj^f*. Department 
of Railways and ('ommeree, ))y the Secretary, Press IhiipIoyt*es' Assoeiation, 
(kileiitta, on the dlst duly, Jfidd ? 

(c) Is it a f/ici I hat the Acrent, East Indian Railway, addresst'd a 

leltt‘i* to the Seeretai'V, Press Emidoyees' Assoeiation, Caleiitta. dated the 
l2drd dune, ami mieloscsl a list shoAvinjr by eatejrories the “ surplus ” 

stah in the Printiufjr Dej)artnieut ‘ 

(d) Is it a fact that the ])ost of the Assistant Tinie-keep(*r and ten 
posts of elerks were shoAvn as “ surplus in the said list ? 

Is it a fact that the said jjosts of the Assistant Time-keeper and 
the clerks have subsequently been ke])l intact while eleven operatives have 
been marked out “ surjdus ’’ instead ? 

(.n AVhat action do they pro])ose to take for remedyinj; sueh irregu¬ 
larities 


Staff of the Eastern Rewjah Railway Press. 

t806. *Rai Bahadur Lala Brij Kishore ; (a) Is it a fact that the staff 
of the Eastern Bengal Railway Press were guided by the General Manual 
of the Eastern Pu ngal Railway ? 

(6) Is it a fact that the staff of the Eastern Bengal Railway Press 
were divided into tv o heads, viz,, 

(i) ministerial and (n) industrial, imder the said Manual V 

(c) Is it a fact that in a notice over tin* signature of Mr. I. T. St. 
Pringle for the Agent, Eastern Bengal Railway, in July, 1933, to the 
Eastern Bengal Railway Pr^^ss staff taken over by the East Indian Railway, 
the term “ workshop staff of the Eastern Ib^ngal Railway Press occurs 7 

(d) If the answers to parts (a) to (r) be in the affirmative, will Gov¬ 
ernment be f)lefised to state the rea.son and the authority under wldeli the 
term “ 'workshop staff of the Ea«teni Bengal Railway Press ” was 
employed in the said notice by Mr. Pringle ? 

DlSC'ONTINT AXrE OF THE PRIVII.FXUC OF ALLOWINO FrEE PASSES TO THE 

CoMnosrroRs of the East Indian I^aii.way Press. 

t807. *Ilai Bahadur Lala Brij Kishore : (a) Is it a fact that, according 
to ill'.* Railway Itoard’s orders in 1905, the (k)rat)ositors of the East Indian 
Railway Press, CVdeutta, di’aving a pay of Rs. 20 and over were treated 
as Clerks and were allowed fr(*e Interm'ediatx* ('buss fwisses ? 

(h) Is it a fact that the privilege tbu.s enjoyed by tin* Compositors 
has been discontinned since 1921 ? 


tFor answer to this quf.stion, see ansH^er to ciuestion No. 798. 
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(r) If tho answers to parts (a) and (/;) bo in tlio affirmative, will 
Government be pleasiul to stat<‘ tin* rcascms for the discontinuance of a 
Icm^-enjoyed privilege ? 

JirsoM TioNs oAssr.h nv 'iiik Kmi’1.ovki:s of the East Indian and P^astern 
liENoAL Railway I^kesses. 

tH()8. *Rai Bahadur Lala Brij Kishore : (a) Is it a fact that ilie See.- 
I'otary. Employees’ Association, (’aleuUa, sent a letter, dated the olst 

didy, t(» the lloiiourable ]\I(*mber in eliarge, Departmeiii, of liail- 

ways and Goniineree, forwarding tlierewith a cr)py of the resolutions passed 
at a ma>4S meeting of the employees of the Efust Indian and l^astern Bengal 
Railway Presses held at Sealdah, CaleutUi, on July 29, last ? 

(/>) If tlie reply to part (a) above be in the affirmative, will the 
Honourable Member be ph*ased : 

(0 to lay on the table a copy of those resolutions ; 

(?V) to state what action, if any, has been taken in the matter f 

i^AY OF (’OMI'OSI'roiiS OF THE PIasTERN HEN(iAL RAILWAY PRESS. 

+809. *Rai Bahadur Lala Brij Kishore : (a) Is it a fact that the Com¬ 
positors of the p]astern Bengal Railway Press, Calcutta, are salaried 
hands ? 

f/n Is it n fact thid the jiay of the (Vmipositors wiis revised in 1930 1 

[r'l Is it a filet tiuit id the time of the revision neither seniority in 
scr\ !<•(* nor iuiy otlnn* dofinito priindples were followt'd in fixinir lh»‘ pay 
of die said Compositors ! 

(d) I.s it a fiKd that tie* stall* list of the Printing Department, East 
Indiin; iind East(M*n lienga! Railvays (lf»:):D shows that : 

(/• Composi1(>rs jippointed in 192t) are drawing tlie same pay with 
tiieir eo-workers appointed in 1927 ; and 

l,//l dillerenl siiiaries *n*e being allowed to (’oinjiositors appointed 
on the sjiine date and ,vear 

((') If the answers to pjirts (a) to (di be in the affirmative ; 

(i) will Government be pleased to ,state* the reasons for these 

diserejtancies ; 

(ii) will Goy<*rnineiit be pleased tn state if any action has been taken 

or is intended to be taken to remove the said discrepancias 
at an early date ; and 

(tit) if not, why not f 

RETfRENCHMENT AMONG THE INDUSTRIAL StAP^P op THE EaSTERN BeNqAL 

Railway Press. 

t810. •Rai Bahadur Lala Brij Kishore : (od Are Government 
aware : 

(»■) tliaf. heavy retreiicliinent has reoently been made amonev the 
__ indnstrial st^iff of the Ea stern Benp-al Railway Press and 

tPor answer to this question, ser answer to question No. 798. 
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(//') that several perniaiient hands have been retrenclied as 
“ surplus ? 

(h) Will Government be pleased to stale the i>rineip!«'s^ if any, 
follovefl in releprating a hand to the “ surplus ’’ list ? 

(e) Is it a fact that amongrst the Cornpositors appoint^'tl on the same 
date iiJid in the same year some have been pul down as “ sui ])!us Avhile 
several ottiers have not been so refrarded 1 

{(1) Are (Jovernment aware that an atteni})! is heinp- mad<‘ by Ilu‘ autho¬ 
rities of the Eastern Eeiifral Eaihvay for providing: for tie* “ surplus ” 
miiiisroj-ia^ hands by resliufhingr and distributingr them over tin* sections, 
while no s\ich attempt for providing: for the “ surplus ” iudustriai hands is 
- even beijic* thought of ? 

(f) If the answers to parts {a) to (d) be in the aflirmative, will 
Government be plefised to state : 

(/) the reasons that led to the state of affairs as revefiled in part (c). 
and 

iii) what action they intend to take for providing for the “ surplus 
industrial hands ? 

Demotion and Redittion in Salaries of the Inolstrial Staff in the 
Eastern Bengal Rau^w^ay Press. 

fSll. '*'Rai Bahadur Lala Brij Kishore : (a) Are (iov(*innient 
aware that demotion and reduction in .salaries of tin* industrial hands have 
recently been effected in the Eastern Bengal Railw\ay Press ? 

(h) Will Government he pleased to state the principles followed in 
cariwurig out these demotious and reductions in salaries ? 

(>) Is it a fact that these demotions and reductions have been made 
in case of the industrial hands only, the suj)ervising and clerical staff l>eing 
left entirely untouched ? 

(d) If the re])lies to parts (a) to (c) be in the affirmative, will Gov¬ 
ernment be pleased to state : 

(i) the reasons for the action mentioned in i»art (r ), and 

(?/) what action they intend to take to remedy the. grievances of the 
industrial hands in this respect ? 

Position of Compositors and Binders after the AmaijGamation op the 
East Indian and Easticbn Bengal Railway Presses. 

t812. •Rai Bahadur Lala Brij Kiahore : (a) Is it a fact that an amal¬ 
gamation of the East Indian and Eastern Bengal Railway Presses has re¬ 
cently been effected ? 

(/•) Is it a fact that the industrial hands of the Eastern Bengal Rail¬ 
way Press will be paid from the Eastern Bengal Railway fund, the said 
amalgiiinatioM notwithstanding ? 

(c) Is it a fact tliat the (’’ompositors and the Binders of the Eastern 
Bengal Railway TVess at present transferred to East Indian Railway are 
all in superior service equally with other industrial staff, viz., Su])ervisorK 
and Readers ? 


tFor answer to this question, itec answer to question No. 798. 
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ul) If th(* ansAVcrs to ])arts («) to (r) be in the affirmative, :I1 Gov- 
eriioirnt lu* plcasod to slate the rules and regulations under whieii ilie said 
(V^mpositors and Hinders of the Eastern lien^al Kaihvay Press, now 
transferred 1o East Indian Itailwax Press, will in future he i^niided in their 
service ? 


A(’'f5<»X TAKEN ON 'rilK ^Ih.MOHlAI.S OF Till: EmIM.OYKES OF TIIK EAsT IXlMAN 

AND Eastern Bengal Railway Presses. 

t813. ♦Rai Bahadur Lala Brij Kishore : tc/j Is it a laet that the 
employees of the East Indian Railway and the Eastern l>ent»aJ Itailway 
Presses. Paleiitta. siihniitted on 12th -laniiary. 1921, and Iftli Januar3\ 
1921, respectively, two nieniorials to the llonourahle Sir <»et»r£re Rainy, 
Menilier-in-Phar^n*. IJailway and Pommeree Departments ! 

{/>) Is it a faet that on the 21st March, 1921, Mr. A. A. L. Parsons 
stated that the said memorials of the workers of the two Presses above- 
named were under consideration ? 

(e.‘ Is it a faet that in answer to unstarred (|uestion Xo lOs, dated 
th(' 28tli Sei>teinher, 1921, with reference t<i the said memorial, Mr. A. A. L. 
Parsons stated that the At?ent of the Eastern Beiifral Itailway had been 
asked to (*x|»edite the matter */ 

{(1) If the replies to parts (a) to (/*) be in the affirmative, will Gov- 
eriinuuit h(' ph*ased t(» state, whether the views of the Ajrenl, Eastern 
Henj.ral iCailway, on the said memorials had been forwarded ! 

{() Jf so, what action has been taken in the matter of thos“ memorials:? 

(/; Jf no action has yet been taken, when do Government intend doing 

so : 


Enforc ement op tite Punjab Primary Education Act in Delhi. 

814. ♦Blr. M. lilaswood Ahmad : (a) Is it a fact that the Punjab 
Prima'-y Ednealion Act, 1919, has recently been enforced in Delhi, and if 
so, A\ill Government ])lease state : (/) whether a “ School Attendance Ocim- 
inittee ” has becni formed, (ii) w’ho are the members of the said eonimittee, 
(Hi) if* this committee has received representations for t‘Xi'mf>tion of hoys 
reeeivin? religious (*ducation in Islami Maktabs, (ir) what has been decided 
by the (»ommittee in such cases, (r) if no action has yet been taken, whether 
they propose to see that such boys wdio are receiving religious (‘ducation in 
such 8c*hool.s and Maktabs which are not recognised by Governineiit, are aiso 
exempted under section 10 (r) of the said Act ? 

(h) Is it a fact that tb(‘ Delhi IMunicipality has issued a number of 
notices to tlie managers of Maktabs or parents of boys who are receiving 
religions education in Islainia Maktabs to the effect- that they have com¬ 
mitted an offence under section 14 of the (•oinpulsory Act, and, if so, will 
(h)verniiient be ])lcased to lay on the table a statement showing (/) the 
number of boys affected, (H) the number of notices issued, (Hi) number of 
cas“s ehallaned, and {iv) the amount of fine realized ? 

(c) Are Government aware that the issue of notices t(» thosi* wlu> arc 
receiving religious education is conshlered by tlie general public as an 

tFor answer to this question, Mvr answer to question No. 
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jntort’ereuce in the performance of religious duty, and are Government pre¬ 
pared to eoTisider the advisability of issuing necessary instructions in the 
matter 1 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : Eiupiiries have been made and the result will 
be communicated to the House in due course. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : Has the Ibmourable Member seen 
section 14 of the Punjab Primary Education Act which runs as follows : 

“ -Aliy person other tliaii the parent of siieh boy who shall, during the proscribod 
hours of attendance at school, utilise in connection with any employment, whetluT for 
remuneration or not, the services of any boy whose parent is rojpiired under section i) 
to cause his atteiidauee at school, shall, on conviction, be piiiiishablo with a line not 
exceeding twenty*jive rupees.” 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : T have a general familiarity with tin* Act from 
which my Honourable friend has read out, but he would agree that, 
until T am in possession of the facts, the ipiestion whether it is M])plicable 
cannot be dett'rmined. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : Do G(»vornnient realise that teaching a 
boy in a mvsjid and giving him religions instrtiction is not employment If 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : That is a (pieslion asking tVtr an (‘xpr<*ssion of 
opinion. The question here relates to eertain facts and. as I have said, 
when T do get the facts, I sliall look into the matter. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : I want to know flu* views of Gov<»rn- 
ment, whether they take it as employment or not. 

Mr. G, S. Bajpai : 1 am not liere to ex|)i*(»ss an opinion, but only 
to deal with questions of fa<*t. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : Whmi this re])fn’t (M)nn*s in. will (h>verii- 
jjHMit cons^■]^'l■ the fad that a hoy* who is roc.'iving ndie‘i<»Ms instruction 
.along 'witli some secular insfI'ljetion may 1 h* .sii])])os(*d to lx* attendinu: Hi 
school T 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : My Hfouuirahh* friend’s sugirestion will cer¬ 
tainly be considered when the facts are available to Government. 

Amount im EivED from the Enhanced Petrol Tax for Road Pt/kfoses. 

815. *Mr. B. V. Jadhav ; Will Government be pleased to state : 

(o) the total amount received each year from the enhanced petrol 
tax for road purposes since its levy ; 

(h) the amount collected each year from (i) the B<)mba> l^resi- 
dency, and (n) tlie City of Bombay 1 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : 


Rs. 

(a) March, 1929 3,95,082 

1929- 30 .. .. 98,42,801 

1930- 31 .. .. .. 98,03,207 

1931- 32 .. 102,00,768 

1932- 33 (Provisional) .. .. 102,86,267 


405,28,125 
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(&) 1 presume the Honourable Member wishes to know the amounts 
allotted to the Bombay Presidency from the Koad Development Fund 
on the basis of consumption. They are as follows : 


Rs. 

lakhs. 

1929-80 (including March, 1929) .. .. l().8r) 

1980- 31 .. .. .. .. 15.70 

1981- 32 .. .. . . . . 16.88 

First half of 1982-88 (up to the 30th Seiitember, 

1988) Provisional .. .. .. 8.25 


57.68 

Xo separate figures for the (’ity of Bombay are available. 

Mr. B. V. Jadhav *. May I point out. Sir, that my question w'as 
about the total amount collected each year in Bombay 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : 1 should like to explain to 
the Honourable Member that, if 1 gave him those figures, as 1 am c|uite 
prepared to do. tliey would eonv(\v nothing. Th(‘ ])etrol duty of two 
annas—2^ annas now—fr(»m which the Hoad Dev(*lo]>ment Furio is 
financed is made up of customs duty and exci.se. and it is only natural 
tliat by far the greater part of the excise duty shoidd he collected in 
Burma. The actual collection of petrol duty in Bomliay as custom.s duty 
is comparatively small and, it is for that reason, that I wa.s under the 
imjiressioTi that the Ilommrahle Member wanted to know the amount 
allotted to Piomhay, If he desires to kiunv tlie amount actually collected 
in the Bondiay Presidency, T .shall l)e hap])y to furnish the figure.s. 

(Joi.o .vxn Sii.vKH iiKi.n in the (T iuiency Department. 

816. ‘'Mr. B. V. Jadhav : Will (Tovernment he pleased to 'itate : 

W /< i) the maximum and (ii) minimum amounts of (.\.i gold 
aiul (B) silver held in the Curreney Di*par1 niimt duriiur 
each (»f the years 1980, 1981, 1982, 1988 (upto 8()th Jime^ ; 

(h) the average rate at tvhich each was (/) sold or (H) bought 
tluring each of the above years ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : 1 w(»nld invito the 

attentir)!! (d‘ the Honourable Member to the weekly Abstracts of the 
Avcount.s of tin* (birrency Department and to tlu* memoranda published 
by the Controller of the Purrency regarding the halaiiee of the Gold 
Standard Re.^erve. 

(h) No gold was s(dd and no silver was bouglil during this perioil. 
Gold w’as acipiired at tlie statutory rate of lls. 21-8-10 per tola in 
accordance tvitli section 4 of the Currency Act, 1927. As regards sales 
of silver the information could not be eonniiled without involving an 
amount of labour wdiieh Governiiient do not consider justified, but I may 
state for the information of the TTononrahle Member that the amount of 
silver sold from the commencement of operations to the 81st March, 1933, 
L272LAD D 
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was 151 million fine ounces and the net price realised was approximately 
18 J croves of rupees which represents an average price of about 22d, 
per fine ounce or slightly over 2()Jd. per standard ounce. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : May I ask whether the Honourable gentle¬ 
man has taJien into consideration the amount of silver sold in the month 
of July : 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : The figures that 1 have given 
are up to the 31st March, 1933 : tlierefore, the month of July, 1933, does 
not come in. 

liiLLAsi-: OF Members of the Working Committee of the Jamiat-ul- 

rLEMA-I-IilND. 

817. ^Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : (^/j Are (iovernment aware of the 
resolution j)asse(l }>y the working committee of the Jamiat-ul-riema-i-llind 
at their Moratlal)ad meeting on the 19th, 20th ami 21st August, 1933, 
susi)eii(]ing t!ie programme of civil (iisobedience announceil by the 
President of the Jamiat in exercise of liis special powers ? 

{!)) Will (iovernment be pleased to state how many members of the 
Working (Vnnmittee and workers of the Jamiat an* still in jail ! 

(r) Will (government be pleased to state how many members of the 
Working Committee and workers of the Jamiat anj under notiees ot' 
expulsion V 

'(1) Do (iovenmn'iit i)ro]>ose to release the mem])ers of the Working 
(.’onimittoe and the workers of the Jamiat and to withdraw tlie notices 
of expulsion ? 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : 1 am making encpiiries and will 
lay a statement on the table in due course. 

Seniokity of East Indian Railway and Old Oudii and RoHiLKrNDi^ 

RAn.vTAY Staff. 

818. '"Rai Bahadur Lala Brij Kishore : (a) Will Government be 
pleased To slate in how many senior ])osts on the f)udh and Rohilknnd 
section of the East Indian Railway subordinates are working at present 
and vice versa : 

ib) is it a fact that common seniority of East Indian and Oiidh and 
Roliiiknnd is maintained for Traffic staff and not for Engineering ? If 
so. why ! 

(r) Is it: a fact that there arc different rules governing the seniority 
fjf dirfcrciit departments of the Raihvay ? If so, why ? 

(d) Is it a fact that tlie privilege of daily allowance's which used to 
be enjc)ycd by the Overseers on the Oudh and Rohilkund section has now 
been m ithdrawin although their duty hours are the same and the (.ffiief 
Engineor and the (diief Auditor, Oudh and Rohilkund Railway, never 
disallowed this privilege ? 

(rO How many posts have been fixed in the cadre of revised grades 
I and TT for the Oiidh and Rohilkund Railway Inspectors of Works and 
how have they been filled up ? 
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(/) Is it a fact tJiat revised scales sanctioned by the Agent in 1928 
were given to some stalf from the date of introduction while in some cases 
years after ? If so, who is responsible for the delay and why has not 
all the staif been treated alike i 

(y) Is it a fact that in Lucknow Division menials are allowed seven 
days and subordinates between six and ten days allowance, although they 
might Imvc earned more in tlie discharge of their duties, and that there 
is no such limit for officials V If so, why f 

(h) Is it a fact that there is a periodical eye-sight examination after 
every three years for subordinates ? If so, why is there no such examina¬ 
tion for officers V 

Mr. P. R. Rau ; I have called for certain information and will lay 
a reply on the table of the House in due course. 

(’it in nil. (’oNsonioA'iKn Ai.lowanck ok TKAVEi.Lixcr Ticket Examiners 
ON THE JilAST Indian Railway. 

819. = Mr. E. H. M. Bower : iu) Will (Joveriimiiet be pleased to 
state \Nli(‘tlier it is a fact that in aciMUMlanee with the orders ol the iiiolway 
Itoard eontiimed in l<‘ttcr No. TRMi-K., (laU‘d 24tli duly, tiie eonsoli- 

dat* (l allowanee paid to the Travellintr Ti«‘ket Examiners on the East Inilian 
Railway li.is been sul).ieeP*il to a VJ.} l)er eent. cut .' 

Is it a taet tiiat the eut has been imposed from zXugust, 1931 ? 

(d Is it a faet that five months later, i .<\, from December, 1931, a ten 
lK*r eent. eut on pay wtis introduced in addition ? 

{(1) Is it a faet iliat the cut on pay has been reduced to five per cent, 
wliei-eas the p« r eent. on consolidated allowance still eojuinues, 

although two years bave passed I 

Mr. P. R. Rau : Tlie reply to all these questions is in the ciftirma- 

tive. 


CT't in the Consolidated Aliaavanci: of Travet.llno Ticket Examiners 
ON THE East Indian Railway. 

820. •Mr. E. H. M. Bower : (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
whether it is a faet that in their letter No. 7196-F., dated the 24th July, 
i931, the Railway Board litTvc classed consolidated allowance as com¬ 
pensatory allowanee and subjected it to a 12| per cent, cut I 

(h) Is it a faet that daily allowance has not been subjected to any 

cut ? 

(c) Is it a fact that daily allowanee was converted into consolidated 
allowance in elune, 1931 ? 

(d) Is it a fact that the ]f) per cent, cut on mileage allowance which 
has been treated like ]>ay has been subsequently reduced to five per cent., 
the cut to last only till the 31st March, 1934 ? 

(e) Is it a fact that when the len per cent, cut on pay was introduced, 
all other emergency cuts and methods of economy were cancelled 1 

(/) If the reply to pai-t (e) be in the affirmative why was this cut 
on consolidated allowance not eaneelled and why has it been imposed 

L272LAD * b2 
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for a longer period than that on pay and ai a much Jiigher rate and why 
has consolidated allow^anee been treated differently from daily allowance 
and mileage allowance ? 

Mr. P. R. Ran : The reply to parts (a), (b) and (d) is in the affirma¬ 
tive, and to parts (c) and (c) in the negative. In regard to (/), I may say 
that the question whether consolidated travelling allow’ance should be dealt 
with on the same ])rincij)les as daily allowance is under consideration. 

Consolidated Allow\4nces paid on the East Indian IUilvs ay. 

821. *"Mr. E. H. M. Bower : Will Government be i»leased to 
state : 

(o) wdiether substantial allowance is paid to the staff for the miming 
duty they perform ; 

{/)) wlietlier it is coin])ensalory allowanee, and if .so, wlu'ther its 
payment is governed by Sn]>plementary Rule b ; if not, why 
not ; and also why is it treated differently rroin the daily 
allow'aiiee ; and wlietlier both are defined as travelling 
allowanee under Suiqileinentary Ruh* 21 ; 

(c) what are tlie varioii-s rates of coiLsolidated allowances paid on 
the East Indian Raihvay am! to whal classes of emjiloyees. 
and what is the total iinmber of cacdi class ; 

(cf) W’hether it is a fact that the President. National Pniori of Ilail- 
wa^ men ol India and llurnia, llonihay, j)t*!'sonallN' repre.sent- 
ed this case to the (Miicf (/oiiimissioiler of Railwavs dnriiiL' 
the last Jinlf-yearly meeting of the Railway Hoard with th(‘ 
Federation ; if so, what was tlie reply given ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : (o) The term ‘ substantial allow’^anee ’ is ni‘\v to 
me, hilt perhaps my Honourable friend is rel'crring to the mih*agc allowance 
paid to running staff*. ^ 

(I’lj The mileage allowanee is treated as part of jiay to a large extent, 
it is taken into account in calculating provident fund bonus, gratuitv and 
leave allowances sub.ject to a maximum of 75 i>er cent, of pay. I ain not 
quite clear wdiat exactly is the Honourable Member’s difficulty with regard 
to the interpretation of the Siifiplementary Rules (pioted by hirn. I sliall 
be glad to give him a fuller I’eply if he wiil elucidate his difficulty further, 
but he, no doubt, realises that siieh questions are not easy to discuss in the 
form of question and ansAver in this House. Perhajis it wdll lie more con¬ 
venient if lit- will speak to in(‘ privately aliont it. 

(r) The information is not reailily available, and 1 am afraid it> 
collection will be a laborious task wliieh is hardly likely to yield any acleiinate 
return. 

(d) 1 am unable to Irace anything on record about this interview ; Si?* 
Guthrjc Russfdl, with whom the interview^ is represented as having tfduui 
place, is aw^ay from India at present and T am not in a position to make anv 
statement on tlie point. 

Mr, M. Atwood Ahmad ; Will Government be pleased to state 
irhether travelling ticket examiners got travelling allowance and mileage 
allowance f 
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Mr. P. R, Rau : Travelling^ Ticket Examiners pret trpvelliiii^ allow- 

MK'OS. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : And mileage allowance ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : No. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : Has the attention of the Government 
bt'on (Irtnvii to the Gazette of India, dated the Illst January. 1931— 
l^unuin»‘ staff, viz., drivers, shunters, firemen, guards, brakesmen, travelling 
van porters, travelling van elieekers, travelling ticket examiners, travelling 
Stores delivery staff, etc.,—and that travelling ticket examiners arc also 
taken as running staff ? Have Government changed that rule or not ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : That, Sir, is intended for the ])urpose of the Hours 
of Employnn'iit h'egulations. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : Have Government changed that or is 
ii that they still treat travelling ticket examiners as running staff ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : Travelling ticket examimus are included in running 
staff f<»r tin* purpose of the Hours (»f Kmployment llegnlations. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : Do Government projiose .hat they will 
amend this ride and will tnention for what ])urpose they will be treated as 
runniijg staff 

Mr. P. R. Rau : If my Honourable friend will read those rides, he 
Mill s(M‘ thfit tliey arf* meant for tin* t>urpose of interpreting the Hours of 
Liiiployment Iicgulatioiis. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : Ts it not a fact that tliis mileage allowance 
has ])een ehangi'd into a consolidated allcuvanct* ] 

Mr. P. R. Rau ; My Honourable friend is quite right. 

Tkavi:m.in(; without Tickets ox Railway Trains. 

822. "'Mr. F:. H. M. Bower : Will Govemmeut be ]>leas(‘d to state Muth 
rerereiie * to pai’agrapli 17, it‘*m b, on ])age 30 of tin* Kei>ort of the Public 
.U'counts Coinmiftee, V(»liime I, ft)r 1020-30 : 

(d) Mln*ther illicit traA’elliug entails leakage of revc'iiuc , 

ih) whether it is the duty of tin* Traftic Department to recover 
money hy tlie sale* of tickets ; 

ir) Av!n*thcr the Traffic I)e]mrtmenT is responsible that no passen¬ 
gers board a train without a ticket ; and 
M’ln'tlier Government propose to stop the leakage of revenue ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : The answer to all these (piestious is in the affirma¬ 
tive. Raihvay Aelmiiiistratious are fully alive to the necessity of taking 
Steps to check travelling Mithout tickets. 

Ticket FuAims ox Railways. 

823. "^Mr. E. H. M. Bower: (^/) Has the attention of Goyenimeut 
heen drawn to a note pnhlished in the Raihvay Titties, the official organ 
of the National I ’nion of RadMayraen of India and Burma, Bomhay, dated 
the 11th January, 1933, under the heading “ Ticket Frauds on Railways ’’ ? 
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(0) Will Government be pleased to state if the facts contained therein 
are correct ? 

(c) Is it a fact that several gunny bags of used tickets were dis¬ 
covered in the hollow pillars of Howrah station ? 

(d) What action do Government proi)Osc to take on the suggestions 
contained in IJie note referred to in part (a) and on a similar suggestion 
contained in the llailway Retrenchment Sul)-Committee’s Report under 
a special note by Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : (a) Yes. 

and (c). 1 am making enquiries and shall lay a reply on the table 
in due coui*se. 

(d) I presume the Honourable !Mciiiber reftu-s to the recommendation 
of reverting to tlie old system of cheek by Travelling Ticket Inspectors work¬ 
ing under the Chief Accounts Officer. The (piestion was. as the Honourable 
Member is aware, discussed at length by the Public Accounts ('ommittee 
when they eonsider(‘d tin* Ap]>ropriation Aeeounts of Railways for PJ'JlMld. 
and the o])iiiion of the b*ailway Hoard was (*xplain(‘d to them by Sir Alan 
Parsons, r/s., that it was (l(‘sirahle to enforce the res]»<iiisihility of eolleeting 
railway dues on tlie Traflie l)epartim*nt. The Auditor Cbmcral concurred 
in this oi)iiiion and added that the fuiietioii of tin* Aeeonnls D- partimmt 
was, through the aeeounts, to cheek whetluu* the Traftie l)e]>artim‘nt was 
doing work properly. 

DlseilAHCE OF CERTAIN PKONS ATTACIlhl) TO TrA\ ELI.IXO TK’KKT 1NSIMK TOR 
Si:(*Ti()N ON TFiE East Tndia.v Railway. 

S24. E. H. M. Bower .- (V/) Will Government b** pleased to 
state how many jicons attached to tin* Travelling Tiekei lns])oc!or soetiou 
nmier tin* Accounts Departmonf on the East Indian b'ailway woj-e <lis^ 
ci.’arged from service from tlie .1st June, ? 

(/y; AVhat was tlie hmgth of service of each and the last pay drawn ' 

(r) Have any (dfort.s becji made to provide them with similar ])osts 
else.wlK’ro Is it a fact that those posts are being tilled by fresh reeriiits 
from outside ? If so, why ? 

(d) Do Government propose to consider the lot of these persons aiid 
mitigat(‘ tlieir hardships by providing for them in some manner ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : (a) to (r). Government have no information. 

(d) I have asked the Gontroller of Railway Accounts to make enquiries 
and see whether anything can be done to remove the grievances complained 
of. 

Refund of Fees to certain (’andid.vtes not permitted to appear at the 

Ministkiual Sekvk’e Examinatio.n of the Pitdlic Service 

Commission. 

825. *Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen : (rr) Will Goveriimont be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact : 

(i) that permanent Government servants between the age;; of 25 
and 30 are allowed to sit for the Indian Audit and Accounts 
Service Examination ; 
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(t’O that the vsame concession was extended to retrenched Govern¬ 
ment employees, who were candidates for the Ministerial 
Service Examination held in July, 1938 ; 

{in) that permanent Government employees between the ages of 25 
and 30. who ih posited fees inider a reasonable belief that they 
were eliL'ibh* to sit for th * ^Ministerial Ser\dce Examination, 
were neither j>ermitted to appear at the examination, nor 
were their fees refunded to them ? 

(h) Has it been represented to Government that the notict*, dated the 
2511) March, 1933. issued by the Secretary, Public Service Commission, is 
n(>t cxj)Iicit on the ])oint ? 

(Cl Do (»overnm(*nt profiose to enquire into the matter and refund 
tlie Tee.s to ttjc affected parties ? If not, why not ? 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : (a) (i) and (in. Yes. 

(a) (Hi) and (r). Tlie X(»tiee and the Application Form for the 
examinatio)! in (piestion pr(‘sf‘ribefl th^‘ conditi(»ns f>f eliLdbility clearly and 
also stat(*(l ]>lainly and specifically that th<‘ fee would not be refund(*d under 
any circumstances. The ajiplication form also warned candidates to read 
the Notice carefully to see w'hcther th y w(‘re eligible b(‘fore paying the 
fee and that the conditions prescribed for the examination would no\ be 
r(*laxcd in any t'asc. If, in spite of this, some candidates, wlio were not 
cligilih', applied and paid the f(*e, I do not think they have any cause for 
legitimate gri<vaucc. (io\ernmt*nt do not therefore s<*e any reason to 
eiKpiire into the matter as sugg<‘sted by the Honourable Member. 

(h ) No. 

Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen ; May I know' wdiat it w'ould amount to 

if th(‘s(‘ fees arc rcfundt‘d 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : 1 am afraid 1 cannot tell. The 
ofijcct of the rule |iri*suiii;d»ly was to avoid the time of Govi*rnmenT officers 
being wasttnl in looking into appli<'ation.s for refunds. 

Auim ication (u* Tin: Ni:w St./vtu II.miavay Li:.\vk Rulks to jhe Accot'Nts 

Staff. 

820. "Tandit Satyendra Nath Sen : (a) With ri>ference to their reply 
to slarr<*<I (pieslion .\i». !)40. pu! in the Legi'^lative Assembly (»n the 8th 
No\f‘jnbri*. 1‘1;12. reiiardiiiir tlie aiiplieatiio. of the new* Stale Railway li(‘ave 
Rnh< to the Ai'eonots staff, will Hovi'numml ln‘ ph*ased to state tlu action 
taken l>y them in tin* matter so far ! 

(h) Is it a faet that the inwv Stat«* I'aihvay lavivi* Ruh*s hav- been 
made applieable to ])ennanen1 staff with effect from the 1st April. 1930 ? 

(c' Ts it a faet that then' -ire -taff in the Ra'hvay Accounts Depart¬ 
ment, who W(*re confirmed from a date prior to tlie 1st April, 1930. and 
were not n'oiiired to execute a declaration that they would eome under the 
new State Railway In'avi’ Rules on tlu'ir introduction 

(</) If so, do Government lU'oposo to give such staff the option to 
remain uiuh'r the old set of Leave Rides ? If not. why not ? 

Mr. P. E. Rau : (a) The temporary staff appointed in the old com- 
hined Audit and Accounts Offices before the 1st Afiril. 1929. and taken 
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over by tlie JIailway Accounts I >epartmeiit have been allowed the option 
of remaining: under tlie old leave rules, if th(?y were not informed of the faet 
that tlie new State Railway Leave Rules would be applicable to them. Tlie 
permanent staff taken over from the old combined Audit and Accounts 
Department liave the option to remain under the Fundamental Rules. 

(h) The new leave rules have been introduced with effect from the 
1st April, 1930, and are applicable to those aiipointed on or after tliat date 
and also to those apjiointed jirior to that datt* under the arrangement that 
when tlie new rules are introduced tliey would be brought under them. 

(r) and (d). The question is still under consideration. 

Ap1*OIXTMENT of QrALIFIED rLmKS AS 8uit-IlBADS ON THE EasT INDIAN 

Raiiavay. 

827. "Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen : (a) Will Government be pleased 
to lay on the table a coj)y of the iiif(n*mation rclerred to in reply to starr«‘d 
question No. 84(i, dated tlu* 21 si March. 1!)33. rt‘gardiiig a])j>oiiituient of 
qualified clerks as sub-ljcads on the Ka.st Indian Railway ! 

(6) Are GoverniiKMit aware that if reverted s\d)-heads monopolise all 
the vacancies in the .sub-head’s grade, the qualified clerks, who have peussed 
the highest departmental examination, will )iav(‘ to wait for promotion for 
at least a decade ? 

(e) Is it a fact that the (.h>ntrolh*r of Railway Aeeounts’ letter 
No. 77-E.!;n|(kR.A. HI, dated the 2<)th July, 3932, has praeticallv been 
reduced to a d(*ad letter ? 

iV?) If so, do Government propose to i-fconsid-r the eas(‘ of t)i.* above 
class of qualified clerks ? 

Mr. P. R. Ran : I would refer the Ifononrable Member to the state¬ 
ment laid by me on the table of the House on tlie 28th August. 19.33, in 
reply to parts (o) to (r) of question No. 84G, dated 21st March, 1933. 

Ait’oixtmext of L 1 U.OOAIT Appkextu'es. 

828. *Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen : With reference to the answer 
to Mr. S. (;. :\Iitra’s unstarred question No. 22 (a), (h) and (c) of the nth 
September, 1932, regarding Lillooah ci])prentie(*s, will GovmMinnmt 
please state in v/hat way they considered th-^ said Anglo-Indian to In* the 
best all round for tlie apiiointnient in preference to otJior e.r-appren1ices of 
bis laitcb all of whom were placed in higlier Divisions in the Techniral 
School examination and wlio are still waiting ? Is it a fact: that he had 
no qualifications of Train Examiner |as referred to by GoviTnimuit in rejdy 
10 Mr. R.linpiit Sing^s starred (pie.stioTi No. 031 (a) of the 4th March, 1932'| 
and }i(‘ failed in tlie Technical School examination ? Do Government 
intend to take steps to replace him (the said nnsucces.sful Anglo-Indian) by 
an Indian cj'-apiirentice of his batch ? If not, wliy not ? 

Mr. P. R. Ran : With yonr permission, Sir, T propose to reply to 
questions Nos. S2H to S30 togellier. T have called for certain information 
and will lay a reply on the fable in due course. 

Appointiubnt of Lillooah Apprentices. 
t829. ‘ Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen : (a) With reference to the answer 
given in reply to Mr. R. G. Mitra^s unstarred question No. 22 (e) of the 

fPor answer to this question, see answer to question No. 828. 
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ilth Septombor, 1932, are Government aware that it is not a faet tliat those 
two a])i)rejiti(fes were sent iaiek to Liliooali slioi)S for unsatisfactory work 
and irregular attendance ? 

(b) Is it a faet that one of them was retained there (under Divisional 
SuperinteTident, Howrah) for the discharge of his duties even for a week 
after the strike wa.s over 7 And is it also a fact that he drew the maximum 
overtime allowance (working under Divisional Superintendent, Howrah) 
during the strike of all other apprentices of Lillooah workshop who were 
appointed since 1925 1 

(r) ir the answer to parts (a) and (h) a])ove. be in the aHirmative, 
will Government please stat(‘ wdietlier, tad’ore api)ointinir the .^aid niisueeess- 
ful Anglo-Indian, tliey made any ench'avoiir to select anv one of those 
two Indians who had ])rior claims and both of whom passed in il‘e First 
Division and were the seiiiormost of his batch for the post ? If ind, Avhy 
not ? 

(fl) If the answ’er to parts (a) and ib) above be in tiie negative, are 
Govd'iinieiit |»repai’ed to make an empiiry int(» the matter and take neces¬ 
sary st(‘ps If not, why not ! 

(r' Will Govei’iimeiit jdease state why raeial discrimination was nicule 
in spite of the assurance* giv<*n in r<*ply to ilr. S. i.\ Mitra's starred epiestion 
No. 291 {II] nf ihe lOth S«*ptemher, l!t29, in n])i)oin1iiig tlie tnisiieeossful 
Anglo-Indian as Train Examiner, although better qualified Indians were 
available ! 

(/) Do Government propo.se to apimint those tw'o Indian c.r-ap]'rentiees 
as Train Examiimrs imd(*r Divisional Su}>erinlen(lents at tlie earliest 
0])portnni(y and when vacanei(»s arise ami to issue or(b*rs to all Divisional 
Suj>erinte*ndents to this effect ? If not, why not 

Aitoixtmknt of Afi’Ui.ntk’!: Tkain Examineks for tiii: Operating 

DEfWRTMENT. 

t830. '"Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen: lo) Will Government please 
lay on the table a eojjy of their decision in the matter of appointing further 
apprentice Train Examiners f(»r the 0])er;diiig Department, as referred 
to in the reply to a (aiestion by Hr. S. (\ Mitra ? 

(/* 1 If Government' have not yet reached any deeision, how’ much 
long(*r will thcN take ami what are the reasons for di‘lay / 

Appointmfnt of Lu.i.ooati Apprentices. 

t83l. ^’Tandit Satyendra Nath Sen : (u) Will Government please 
state the number of e.r-apprentiet^s rtf Lillooah worksho]) appointe«l in snit- 
ahh* posts under Divisifuial Sut>erintendents, as referred to in answer to 
Mr. S. (\ ^litra's unstarred «|i:»*stion No. 22 (f) of the nth September, 1932, 
wdth the following particulars : 

(i) names of tho.se who have been appointtnl, 

(ii) names of tin* Divisions po.sted, 

(Hi) Division placed in final examination in Technical school, 

(iv) designations. 


tFor answer to this question, sec answer to question No. 828. 
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(r) number of Indians, An»lo-Indians and Europeans, 

(vi) starting salaries ? 

If not. wliy not ? 

(b) Is it a fact that some f^r.ai)prentiees of Lillooah workshop liave 
been appoiTited as Train Examiners under Divisional ►Snporini(»ndent, 
Howrah, only, and none have been ap])ointed so far in other Divisions ? 
Are Government aware of the assurance given in reply to Mr. S. 0. Mitra’s 
nnstarred questions Nos. 22 (f) and 23 (b) and (r) of the nth September, 
1932, and ]\ir. HJiiipnt Sijjg’s starred question No. (>31 (e) of the 4th March. 
1932 ? 

0‘) If the answer to part (b^ above be in the aflinnative. will Gov(‘rn- 
meiit please state the reasons for not a])pointing any r.r-apprentices in ntljer 
Divisions ? Is; it a faet that vaeanei(*s exist in other Divisions ? 

(i/) Do Governnnmt ]n'opnse to ap])oint the /.r apprentices of riillooah 
workshoj) fEast Indijin Railway}, in otht*r Divisions t(»o and issue orders 
to all Divisional Snp<'rinteiidents a<*cordingly without tiirther delay ’ If 
not. v,']iy not ? 

Appoixtmkxt ok Lii.looaii ArrRKN'iU'ES AS Train* Examiners. 

t832. ^Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen : (a) Is it a fact that recently 
some r.r-apprentices of th(‘ East Indian liailway workshop, Tdllooali. have 
been appoint(*d as Ti*ain Examiners under the Divisif).nal Snf>erinten(ient. 
IIoMvah (East Indian Railway ) ! 

(h) Is it a fact that the majority of them are junior to /nany / /•- 
apprentices who ])assed in the Fir.st Division and wh(» are still imeniph»y(‘(l ? 

(c) If the answers to j)arts (a) and (b) abov(* be in the :i(lfirviat'V‘‘, 
will Government please state the reasons for not se](‘cting those >enior.s 
who ])assed in tJie First Di\ ision and the grounds for selecting juniois, tw^ 
nf Avborn passed in the First Division and orn* in the Secfmd Division, for the 
l)Osts Is it a fact that they had appointed oin* Anglo-Indian e.r- 
api)reTitice of Lillooah Avorkshoj) of 1930 under the same Divisional Super¬ 
intendent who was decidedly less (jualified than all the lndia.ns of his batch 
and who had no (pialiti(*ations of Train Examiner ? Do Government! pro¬ 
pose to take steps to rejdaee them by those seniors who jiassed in the First 
Division and who are on tbi* waiting li.st ? If not, why not V 

(dj If the answer to part (h) above be in the negative, do Govi rnmeiit 
propose to make an inquiry into the matter and take necessary sU‘pN ! If 
not, why not ? 

fe) Will Government f)lease lay on the table a statomont showing the 
nam(‘s of the /.r-ap])rentiees of Lillooah workshop (Ea.st Indian L'aHway). 
who liave been recently ai)])ointcd as IVain Examim*rs under the Divisional 
Snyteriutendent, Howrah, with the dates of their cfvnipletion of apprenliec- 
shi]i training and tlie Divisions in wliich they passed from tlie Teelinical 
School and also of tlndr seniors wlio are stiM waiting ? 

(f) Will Governmmit please state the ])Prcentage of Indian, European 
and Anglo-Indian c.r-a})prenticcs of Lillooah workshop (East Indian 
Railway) appointed as Train Examiners under the Divisional Sn])erin- 
tendent, Ilowrali, East Indian Railway, since 1931 and whether the 

tFor anw’Gr lo tliis queHtion, scr anHwer to question No. 82ft. 
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policy of i)ropressive Indianisation has been strictly adhered to in making 
these appoiiitnionts ? 

(</) Will Governiriont pl(‘ase state whether they propose to appoint 
the senior c:r-apT)rentices of Lilloojih worksiioj) (blast Indian Railway) 
of 1929 and 1930 whose cases have been ignored, as Train Examiners, 
when next vaeaneies arise, aeeording to the dates of coTny)letion of their 
training and the Divisions they passed from Technical School, and issue 
orders to all Divisional Sui>erintendents to this elfeet without further 
delay ? If not, why not ? 

Arp()L\T:\iENT OF Lilloomi A}‘1*rexti(‘e.s as Train Examiners. 

18.33. *Paiidit Satyendra Nath Sen : (f/ » Is it a fact that selection of 
^j"-apprentices of East Tmlian Railway werksho]), Lillooah, for the i) 0 sts 
of Train Examiners under Divisional Superintendent, Howrah, <m 14th 
August. was nia(l(* after granting intervi(‘\\s to ail r,/’-appreiiticeS 

wlio eompl(*tt*d their training up to the year 1().32 ! 

i h) Is it a fac't that (Oie European or A?!gh)-Indian avIio conijdeted 
his training this year was appointed a- Train KxainiinM- under the 
Divisional Snperint(Mi(lent, llowrali, without even IjeinLr eall<‘d for an 
interview and ignoring the claim.s of many smiior Indians ! 

(e) It’ the answei' 1o part (/>' above )>»* i»i llie artirmative. will 
(lovernment plejis<‘ slate why raeial diserimination wa^ nunle in a})]vnnt- 
ing a jmiior European nr Anghelmlian ej--a])])rontiee oi‘ 1933, without 
granting him an intt‘rvi«‘w aleiig with others 

(d) If the ans^^er to j)art (h) abovt* be in the negative, are Govern- 
m(*nt prepartMl to make an einpiiry int(» t}H‘ matter and take ne(*essary 
steps 1 It* not, why not ? 

W! Df^ (Jovernment prep(»s.* to appoint llie /./-apprentiees of 
Ijillooah in all future eases as Trabi Examineis fnnn tlie waiting list 
strielly aeeordiiig to senidrity. giving ]ir(‘re?'erie(* to t]n>M* who ]»asse<l in 
tile First Division without making any raeial diserimination and issue orders 
to all ofT(i(*ers (*oneerned aeeordingly ? If not. why not ? 

Aj'I'Ointaifxt of Lu.looah Ari'KF.NTicKs as Electricians .v.vu Train 

Exa.minkk.s. 

t834. ♦Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen : (a) Will Government please 
state tiie nuniher of r.r-ap])rentiees who are likely to la* yirovided with 
])Osts under Divisional Su]ierintendenfs this year, as ref«*rred to in answer 
to Mr. Ilhujuit Sing’s starred (piostion No. hm (r'' of 4th Mareli, 1932 ? 

(/>) Will Government please state the number of vaeaneies wliicli 
occurred in the grade of Fleetrieians and Train' Examiners under 
Divisional Sujjerintendonts. East Indian Railway, sinee ^\KV2 with the 
following particulars : 

(D nnmher of vaeaneies in each Division with tlie name of the 
Division, and 

(n) designations of the vacant post^ ? 


tFor answer to this ()ue.stioii, xrr answer to question Xo. S2S. 
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Formation op Squads for Tucket Fueckino on the East Indian 

Eailway. 

t835, *Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen : (a) Will (lovornment be pleased 
to state if squacis of Anjjlo-Indian boys have been formed on the East 
Indian Railway for Ticket Checking purposes and plac(‘d under the Watch 
and Ward Department ? 

(h) On what considerations have the provisions of Rule 9, Section I, 
on page 4 of East: Indian Railway Agent s Circular No. 548|A.E.-2460 
of tJie 1st Octol)er, 1932, been (»verl()oked in basing these appoinijiients on 
racial diseriniination ! 

(c) Was practical training for one month given to them as j)er Rule 
No. 28, Section 11 (Comniereiai) of the above Circular ? 

(d) Is it a fact that a few cases of liarassimuit to the trav(*lling public 
have come to light ? 

(e) Is it a fact tliat lliey are not <‘ni]>owere(l to r(‘alise money from 
defaulters and liave to liand such men ovtu* to station statf lor recovery, 
anti that even those men who are n‘ady to pay un demand an* made over 
for such recovery ? 

if) Is it a faet tliat due to the arrangement mentioned in (jU»‘stion (e) 
above, the pussentrers on oeeasions hav(‘ to pay moro jienahy than 
adiius.sible under the rules as ])er illustration below : 

** A passenger travelling witliout ticket to Uhnn<iernag(»re is (letirled at lielur. 
iSinee tlie scjuad men eannot reeover tin* anionnl. they niakt* him over to tho station staff 
at; Cliamieriiagore wIkmv tli(‘ ]»asHenger has to ]iay .annas six as fare ami annas six as 
pcnaltv, vhercas, if tin* amount was ria-ovored ti»t*Ji ami thero, as tlu* man was willing to 
pay, he would have paid annas six as fan* ami only live pice as penalty ? ” 

(fj) If the reply to the above be in tin* affirmative are (lovernmeiit 
prepared to take immediate steps to stop this (‘xeessive ri‘cov(‘ry ? 

Formation of Squads for Ticket Ciiec'KINo on the Evst Indian 

Raitavay. 

t836. *Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen : Will Oov(*rnin<*nt be pleased to 
state : 

(u) wiK'tlior the posts for squads of Ticket Checkers on the East 
Indian Railway Avere advertised, a.s ])er Section III on 
page 13 of East Indian Railwav AcrenCs Circular 
No. r)4«;A.E,-24r)0 of 1st October, 19:;2 ; 

‘h) if so, the names and dales of the papers ; 

(c) A\hether tli(*re wen* any Indian a])plieants also ; if so, their 

qualifications, and the names of the onie(*rs of the Stdeetion 
Hoard, if any was held ; 

(d) what reasons have been recorded by the Agont in relaxing the 

jirovisions of bis own Circular No. r)4HiA.E.-2r)()0 of the 1st 
October, 1932, in basing these appointments on racial 
(liscriminalioii and without advertisement and one month’s 
prariicaf training as desired under Rule 64 of the said 
Circular ? 


fFor answ'er to this questioTi, see answer to question No. 828. 
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Payment of Death Claims hy the Postal Insurance Fund. 

837, *Mr. E. Studd : (a) With r(dert*ncc to ])art (b) of the 
unstarred question No. 157, asked by Mr. Artlmr Moore on the 13th 
November, 1931, on tin* .subject of i)ayment of dcalh claims by the Postal 
Insurance Fund, and its reply by the Honourable 8ir Joseph Bhore to the 
efftsjt that he would examine the qu(»stion, will Government be pleased to 
state the result of that examination ? 

(/;) Are Government aware of the feeling of stronj? dissatisfaction 
on the part of insurance companies as regards the practice of Govern¬ 
ment of competing throu^di the Post Office Insurance Fund on particu¬ 
larly favourable terms with private enteri)rise, especially in view of : 

(?■) the extension of the Post Office Insurance Fund to quasi- 
Government servants, 

(i?) the increase in the maximum limit of Insurance in the Fund 
from Its. 10,000 to Ks. 20,000 on any one life, and 

(Hi) the |>raetiee of Governimmt in grantin*^: a concession by dis¬ 
pensing willi legal proof of title of claimants to policy 
monies where the sum assured does not exceed lis. 5,000. 
which facility is one that insurance companies arc* unable, 
for their own protection, to grant ! 

(ri Will Government be plca.st*d to state what ste])s, if any, they 
propase to take in the matter so as to remove tlie disadvantages under 
which insuranc<‘ eom])anies labour when in com])etition with the Post 
Otliee Insurance Fund ? 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : (a) The question was examined 
and it was decided that when tlie amount |)ayable t(» the heirs of a deceased 
insurant exceeds Ks. 5,000, or whtm the claim is disputed, i>ayment should 
not lx* made without production of legal proof of title. It was decided 
th?jt in other cases legal evidence of claim should be dispensed with but 
that an indemnity l)ond with two approved sureties should be taken. T may 
say tliat this ileeision was eommuiiieated to the Association of Life Insurance 
G^ces ill India, and it was explained to them that unlike private companies 
the sefiju* (»f the Post ()iViee Insurance Fund is limited to Government 
sfM'vants and r/io/.v/'-Govei'iiiiient servants who are bt‘tter known to Govern¬ 
ment than tin* publi(' at large are known t(' i)rivat<* imsuranee companies. 
Tile iilentifh'alion of llmir heirs is comparatively easy and there is very 
little risk of niispaynient. In tlu^st* eireuiustanees Government consider 
that it would impfise an unnecessary burden on the beii-s of small insurants 
if they wen- rcjpiired to |»rndiu*(‘ legal evi<lenee when the amount of the 
policy (hu's not ex<*ee(l Ks. 5,000. 

(/;) (fovernment have received representations from bodies representa¬ 
tive of Life Insurance interests in India. 

('0 Government do not eon«idor that their existing practice involves 
unfair ecunjietition with private Insurance enterprise, having regard to the 
fact that the Post (iffiee Insurance Fund eaters only for Government’s own 
employees and persons of analogous position. There is a very large field 
available in India for the operation of private insurance enterprise outside 
the ranks of thase to wliom the Post Office Insurance Fund is available, and 
even within tJiose ranks since it is open to any Government official to 
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insure—as many do—witli private companies. In the circumstances Gov¬ 
ernment do not propose to take any steps in this matter. 

RxUsing of a Stealing Loan in London by tub Secretary of State for 

India. 

838. *Mr. K, P. Thampan : Will Government be pleased to state : 

(a) whether it is a fact that within ten days of the Government 
floating the 3^ per cent. 1947-50 loan at lis. 96 under 
Notiflcation No. F. 3(2) F. 33, dated 25th April 1933, the 
Secretary of State raised a sterling loan of 4 per cent, at 
97 in London ; 

(&) whether the Secretary of State liad about 18 million sterling 
at his dLsposal for his requirements on that dat^e and what 
was the immediate necessity for raising any loan ; 

(c) wlictlier the loan was raised at the instance of tlu‘ Govern¬ 

ment of India or that of the Secretary of State, and in the 
latter ease, if the Government vere consulted in the 
matter and they agreed to it ; 

(d) whether (T<»veriiinent knew at the time tht‘ notification for 

the oS ])«‘r cent, loan was issued that within a short time 
the Secretary of State would he raising a sterling loan in 
London on a liigher rate of interest ; 

{(■) whether Government will lay oji the table the whole corres¬ 
pondence that passed between Simla and Whitehall on the 
subject ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : (a) The. facts are not quite 
coiTectly stated. The per cent. 1947-50 loan at 96 was announced oii the 
25th of Aj)ril and the .sterling 4 per cent, loan 1948-53 was issued at 97J 
on the 10th of ]\Iay. 

(h) Xo. The balance at the Home Treasury at the end of April was 
approximately seven million j)ounds. The i)uri)ose of raising a sterling 
loan was, first to pay olf the seven million pounds sterling six j)er eent. loan 
falling due on the 15th June, and secondly to streiigthtm the sterling posi¬ 
tion of Government with a view to accumulating adequate external i*eserves 
for the establishment of a Reserve Rank. 

(c) The loan wa.s issued after full consultation between the Govt-rn- 
ment of India and the .Secretary of .State. 

(d) The possibility of issuing a sterling loan if at any moment condi¬ 
tions appeared favourable had been under discussion since the beginning of 
the year. I5ut no decision had been taken nor had any terms bi‘en fixed. 
Tliese decisions have to be taken in London at veiw short notice and the terms 
arc fixed at the hi.st moment. 

(e) No. 

Mr. K. P. Thampan : Is ii not a fact, .^ir, that the ruling rate of in¬ 
terest in Kngland is generally less than that in India ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : Will th(^ Honourable Member 
kindly repeat his question ? 1 emild not hear him. 

Mr. K. P. Thampan : Ts it not a fact tliat genernlly the ruling rate 
of interest in England is less tf an <hat in India ? 
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The Honourable Sir George Schuster : I T^resuine my Honourable 
frifiicl is referrinjr to the discount rate of Three Months’ Bills or short 
ternj interest, is that the point ? 

Mr. K. P. Thampan : No, 1 mean ordinary bank rate of interest. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : It is a fact that the Bank of 
Eiif'Iaud diseouiit rate is lower at present than the bank rate of the 
Imperial Bank of India. 

Mr. K. P. Thampan : flow does the Honourable the Finance Mem¬ 
ber account for the phenomenon that the loan raised in India was at a 
lower rat(^ of interest than the one raised in England ! 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : Because the rate of interest 
j)ayabl(* on a (i(»vernment of India loan dejxmds on the conditions 
affecting (Government of India securities in the London market : it 
depends on the L'eneral level of credit of India in The London market. 

Mr. K. P. Thampan : Is the credit of India less in Phigland ! 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster ; 1 am afraid 1 do not follow 
my rrieiid’s (juesli<»ii. lie .seems to be suggesting that because the bank 
rate ifi lanidon Ava.s bnv<*r Ilian tlie bank rate in India. lht'ref(»re. the 
(h»vernm<*n1 of India sterling loan in London ought to have been issued 
on more favourable terms than the Cloverunient of India rujiee loan in 
India. If that 's my friend’s suggestion, my reply To him is that the 
l»ri(‘e at which a (J<»vcrnment of India Nterling loan in London is i.ssued 
d« pemls upon the crc'dit of t)i(* (tovcrnmcnl of India in Loudon, and it 
js on tlios<‘ conditions that the terms were fixed. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : Is it not a fact, iSir, that the (Goveniment 
of India’s (-redit is now-a-days very liigh ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : Yes. Sir it is very high, 
and that parti(‘ular loan was issued at a comjiaratively favourable 
rate. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : Is it very liigh in England as well ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : It is open to my friend to 
SC4* the (juotaru’iis for Government of India sterling .securities in the 
daily Press, and he can .judge for himself. 

Mr. B. V. Jadhav : AVhenever tlic Government of India borrow in 
Englantl a Jiighcr rate is paid than the rate in India. Avhy is it so ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : It is a fact that our sterling 
loans in London praetieally always stand at a slightly lower price than 
tin* corresponding rupee loans in India, and that is a very eommon 
])lien()inenon for all countries. If my frieml will study the position of 
dapaii. for example, he will find still more striking dilTerences between 
the quotations of their internal loans in Japan and the quotations of 
their external loans in London or New York. 

Mr. K. P. Thampan : Is it a fact that the loan raised in England by 
the British Government was at a lower rate of interest than tliat raised 
by Dip S(*crcfary of State for India ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster ; I do not know to wliat ])arti- 
cular loan my friend is refenirg to, but obviously British Government 
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securities in London stand at a higher level than the Government of 
India securities ; they stand at a level which produces a yield of about 
one half i)er cent, lower rate of interest than our securities. 

Mr. K. P. Thampan : Is there any foundation for the rumour that 
the Bank of England had a lot of money at that time and that they 
wanted to thrust it on this country, and that was the reason why this 
loan was raised V 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : No, Sir, we did not raise the 
loan from the Bank of England. We raised it from the British public. 

Mr. K. P. Thampan : Was not the Bank of England a large 
subscriber to this loan ^ 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : The Bank of England never 
subscribes to these loans. The Bank of England arranges the issue In 
the public ; it is the i)ubLic wJio subscribe to the loans. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : in view of the fad that there is a very large 
amount available in various banks in England for investment, did the 
Government of India and the Seeretary of State make iminiries thrr)iigh 
their experts Avhether the money could be raised at a lower rate of in¬ 
terest in London ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : 1 suppose my friend is sug¬ 
gesting that v.’e should have endeavoured to negotiate privately in 
London. 1 can only tell my friend that it will be (piite an imjjossiblc 
method for the Governnunit of India to adopt. Tliey cannot go round 
London and endeavour to raise sums privately. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : What I mean is, did the Go\(*rnin<‘nt ol' 
India and the S<*eretary of State make suflicient cHorts to find out 
wdiether tliey could raise a loan at a lower rJite of interest, and tiid tliey 
find that it was not possible ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : T can assure my Honourable 
friend that wo used every possible effort to get that loan issued at mor(* 
favouj’ahle rates tlian we were actually able to do. 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir : May T ask the Finance Member whether 
there were any advantairos at tliat partienlar time for raising a loan in 
England rather tliaii in Imlia ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : Sir, the ohjeet of raising this 
partienlar loan was to inerease our sterling resources, and that w«‘ 
wmdd not have been able to do by raising a loan in India. 

I?i:/*or?T or riii: Pope Esquiry f’ ommittei:. 

839. '^Mr. K. P. Thampan : Will GovenumMil bf‘ p](*fised to state : 

(r/) whether the Po])e rommittoe which was appointed on the 
recommendation of the Railway Retrenchment Sub-Com¬ 
mittee has submitted its repoH, and if so, whether it will 
be made available to the members of this House ; 

(h) the remuneration offered to Mr. Pope and other members of 
tlio committee ; 

(c) the total expense incurred, including the cost of printing the 
report, on behalf of this eommittce ? 
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Mr. P. R. Rau : (a) Copies are available in the Library of the 
House. 

(h) J\lr. J\)pe was paid a salary of £2,000 per ciiiuiiiri together with 
an a I Iowa nee of Hs. 1,000 j)er mensem while in India ami travelling ex¬ 
penses at Ks. 10 per day. Mr. i^ipe’s assoeiatiis drew llie jjay they were 
in reeeipl of in their regular posts plus Ks. 10 per day tra\elling allow¬ 
ance. 

((•) Imduding the cost of printing the rejmrl, the cost of the emjuiry 
roughly amounted to Ks. d6,00(). 

iMi'OItT OF J\lOTOR ( ARS TO RUN WITHOUT PeTROL FROM JaPAN. 

810. ^Rai Bahadur Sukhraj Roy : (a) Will (if;vrriiment he pleased 
to state whether tluw are riwan* that new m(»t‘n- <•a!*^ »i'‘.Ni'jr!ieci to run with¬ 
out petrol havt‘ been iniiM)ri<*d from dapan and ar** Iv ing on sliip.s in 
Diamond Harbour at (‘aleutta ? 

■ /y) Is there any ^ii>])ute al.'Oiit [)ayim‘nt of i‘U>tom duties on the 
same V 

fr) l.s there no provision a1 ];re>f*nt in law for imjiosition of duties 
on these ears 1 If so, wliy ml t 

(d) Do (Jovernni(*nt afJtu’ehend a fail in iiu/onn* fr'un j'eirol duties 
by the imp<»iT of tlu'se (uirs ? If so. how 1 

An' (j(»v< rnment aware at what i>riee it i> intended to sell such 
cars in India and what are the main featni-es of sueh ear> / 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : (ai No ^ueli e.tr^ liavo been 
imported from Jajian into Calcutta, ami no siieh ears are lyiu‘u on ^]iii)S 
at Diamoml llarlxtur or Calcutta. Diamond IlarlMiur is m*t a t)ort. and 
goods eannol be legally imported tliere. 

(h) No. 

(e'l Sueh cars wmdd he dutiable at the .same rate as other ears. 

id) Does not arise. 

(< ) No. 

PROSr.rUTION OP CERTAIN OfFK'IAT.S OP THE CENTRAL TeLEGBAPTI DpFICE, 

CaIU'I’TTA, for DlVlM.CJlNt; THE CoNTENU'S OF TEtiEGRAMS REOAROING 

1{A(t:s. 

841. *Mr. B. N. Misra : {a) Has the attention of Government been 
drawn to the remarks at page loo of the Ti'hgraph licvinr for April, 1933, 
under the caption of “ Gambling ? 

(h) Ts it a fact that some years baek eertain ofYiciaLs of the Central 
Telegraph Office, Calcutta, were prosei'Uted for divulging the contents of 
telegrams regarding horse races I 

(c) Tf the answer to parts (a) and ih) be in the affirmative. Avhat steps 
have Government taken, or ]>ropo.se to take as a preventive measure f 

((f) Will Government please ley on the table a statement showing the 
number of Telegraph employees (by designation') employed on this work 
in different offices in each Circle and how many of them are Indians and 
Anglo-Indians f 

LS72LAD ^ 



1366 LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. [12rH SePT. 1933, 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce ; (a ) Government liave seen the 
article. 

(b) Government are aware of only one case of the kind to which 
the Honourable Member refers. 

(r) The article r(*fers to a matter of discipline in the Calcutta Tele¬ 
graph Office and shows tliat the Chief SnperinttMideiit who is fully com¬ 
petent to deal wilh the matter has already taken such steps as lie con¬ 
siders ajijirojiriale ; Gfivernment do not, therefore, iirojiose to interfere. 

((/) 1 regret 1 am unalile to answer the Honourable .Menilier's (pies- 
tioii as ii is not clear wbat partiiuilar w(»rl: the Iloinuirabh* Member 
means by the expression “ this work 

Permission to the TrEErJUAiui Employees to work in the Eace t'orusE. 

842. "Mr. B. N. Misra : [a) Ts it a fact that the Coviu-nment 
Servants’ Condm't Rules preclude the d(‘partnuMital eni])loy(‘(‘s from 
receiving remuneration from other firms or ajreiits ! 

(b) Is it a fact tliat jiermission is <rrant<‘d to the employees in the 
Telegraph T)e])artmcnt to work in the race course due to economic 
depression ? 

(c) Ts it a fact that ar?*anirement.s are made liy the Department to 
give them off or resliufTlc their duties in sucli a w^ay as to enable them 
to w’ork in the race course on every Saturday ? 

((f) Will (lovernnieiil yilease state if any complaint has ever b(‘en 
received from any li(*ad of ofiice for sparinir tlH‘se imui at the ajipointed 
time on the fixed datevs regularly If so, from which offices and on how 
many occasions ? 

(r) AVill Govei’iiment please slate if there w’as any oeeasion in any ^ 
office to r(‘fu.se tliis pi'niiission ? Jf so, when and wdi(*r(» ? 

(/) Ts it a fact that many of the.-e workers art* granted jiermission 
to pej-form night duties permanently ? If so, wliy ? 

((/) Will OovernnuMit please lay on the table a s1at<*m(‘]!i showing 
the names of otlnu’ departmental offices in wdiieh sncdi ])ermission is 
granted and tlie ]jumb(‘r of men thus empbjyed and how^ many of them 
are Tndians and Anglo-Tndians ! 

The Honourable Sir Prank Noyce : ((/) Yes, excejd wdth the pre¬ 
vious sanction of the proper authority. 

(b) Such f)erniissioii is of long standing and was granUd before 
the economic depression. 

fe), (c) and (/). Government liave no information. The arrange¬ 
ment of duties in a TelegrajiJi office is carried nut hy the oflieer-in- 
chaiTge. 

(d) Government have not been able to trae.i* any such «*.oinplainl. 

(ff) I regert that T am unable to answ’er the Honourable M<*mber’s 
question as it is not clear wdiat ofiiees lie m(*ans by the expression “ other 
departmental offices 
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Duty System op Ti-:LEGitApnisTs and Signal Room Clerks. 

843. *Mr. B. N. Misra : With reference to answer given to unstarred 
question No. 100. dated the 13th March, 1933, by Mr. Rameswar Prasad 
Bagla : 

{(!) has ttie atb*nlinn of Goveriimeiil been drawn to page 369 of the 
'frh </r(ij)h Jif i'icw, November, 1.932, where a rex)resenta^ion 
lo llie Director (leiieral appeared under the heading “ Fre- 
(pient night duties ? 

(In an‘ (lovernment j)r(‘pared to order a departmental enquiry into 
the duly system prevalent in signal offi«‘es V 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : (a» Ves. tin* r('p»n-e.-.jMitation, 
which is ]-<‘jn'edn(M‘d on the ])air<‘ nicntioiifil. was 'tidy rcjdifd to Ity the 
l.)irect(»r (Jenend. 

(h) \o. (Jovcrnnieiit tio not consider that thcr*. is any necessity for 
such i.'Hpiiry. 


Report op the Var:ua Coyimtttlt:. 

844. *Mr. B. N. Misra : (a.) Has the attenthm of Govenimont been 
drawn to (piestion No. o muter section II—Sup\dement ary Questionnaire 
of the Varma (’oinrnittei* ? 

(/>) Is it a fact that the investigation conducted has not been embodied 
in 1h(' Rejmrt 1 

{(') Will (loverninent please lay on the table the whole correspondence 
on tiu‘ subject with the reasons for omission of their findings on this sub¬ 
ject in the Jieport hy the Committee V 

{(i) With ref(‘reiice to paragraph 30 of tie' Varma Committee Report, 
will (iovernment plciise lay on tlie table the whole correspondciico and 
evid(*net‘ on the duty chart ami daily absence list which are essential for 
the comjiiilation of telegraph staff / 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce: ((C to id). Covennneiit have 
not ycT taken Ihc rcjiort of the Varma Committee into consideration and 
I. therefore, regret that 1 am unahle to rejily to the llonourahle Member’s 
quest ions. 


Rei.iep in Post Ofpices. 

845. *Mr. B. N. Misra : Ui) Will Ctoveriimeiit please stale what are 
th(* differences in the coiidition.s of .sm’vice in the Indian and continental 
signal oflices in resjieet. of meal relief, which preclude the Government 
to accept the standard of 45 minutes’ relief ? 

ib) Will Govcrniiumt jilease state the result of the enquiry regarding 
meal relief in British Post Offices ? 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : {a) and (?>). For the reasons ex- 
l)Iaiiied in the nqdy to part (A) of Mr. Itarneshwar J’rasad Bagla’s un¬ 
starred question No. 100 in this Hou.se on the ]3tli March, 193.3, Goverri- 
meiit do not ])ro])oso to lake any action in tlu‘ matter of comparison 
hetweeii the Indian and British and Continental signal offices in resjicct 
of the period of meal relief. 

T.Q'?«T.ATk 
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Insolvent Employees in cej^tain Government Det’Artments. 

846. *Mr. B. N. Misra : With rof(‘n*iice to starred question 
No. 850, dated rlie iMst lAhovli. hy .Mr. Lak'liaiid Xavalrai, will Gov- 
eriimeiil he pleased to sudi^ i.ow many insolveiils are still in the active 
ser^dce in the Telei^raph side ol' the l^osts and Teltf‘;Taplis Department in 
gazetted ranks in [i) Itaihvay. {H) Posts, and [Hi) Telegraphs Dej)art- 
meiits separately ? 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : Oovenmient rt‘gret that the 
inloniifition is jiot i*e.‘idily availalih- and could not he obtained without 
an expcnditiire of time and labour winch would be unjustifiable. 

Indehteoness of Gazetto) tlrrio'aic; ix Teleoraimi Department. 

817. '"Mr. B. N. Misra: (/m Are (lovernim'nt aware that m.niy 
gazetted oni^-ers i]i the T(‘h‘graph Depa.rtment an* lu>])elessly cneiiiubereil 
with d»‘ht taken from pj-ivale individuals 7 

(/>) ill G(JV(T’iiiii<‘iit pJea.''e kjy <»n tin* table a slateFuent showing thi* 
numbf*!* of emj)loyees still in v-rviee in the Telegraph Departnund among 
the (/' sub'.)rdi]!iite mo] g«‘:z<‘ttrd ranks whM.s»* pay ha.s been attached 
by the ('onrt' ? 

(el Is it a fact that Government is considering tlie desirability of 
anic'iuling Ruh* 16 of tlie Government Servants’ Goiidnct Rules with a vic‘w 
to make dismissal a eomi)ul.sory condition for those Government servants 
who ha\e bee]i adjn(li»ed in.solvents ? 

{(1) Will Government yde^ase state the niimhcT of employ(*es during 
the last 10 years in the Teh‘irra])li Department whose service's have been 
dispensed with for misappropriating the jniblie monc'y or for abetting or 
fai.sifieation of Government accounts 1 ^ 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce: Although Govc'rnment are 

aware that certain of the gazetted officers in the Telegraph branch of 
tlj(^ Posts aTid ^'eleLr?'^lphs Department are financially (*mbarrn.ssed, they 
have no reason to suppose that the number is large. 

(h) and {(]). Government regret that the requir(‘d information is 
not readily available and cannot be obtained witliout an undue expendi¬ 
ture of time and labour. 

(r) No. 

Aileged Falsification of Accot nts by a GiiF.RK of tttb Office op tfib 
Director, TuiiF/iRAPii Engineering, Eastihin Circle. 

848. *Mr. B. N. Misra : (a) Is it a fact that the services of a clerk 
who was attached to the office of the Director, Telegraph Engineering, 
Eastern Circle (now amalgamated with the Postmaster-GeneraPs Office, 
Calcutta), were dispensed with for alleged falsification of accounts and 
misappropriation on the judgment of the Presidency Magistrate during 
the time when Mr. Fox was Personal Assistant ? 

(h) Is it a fact that the trying Magistrate passed severe strictures on 
the conduct of some responsible officers t 

(c) Will Government please lay on the table the full copy of the 

0 Tfi ^rViirr Tint 9 
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(rf; Is it a fact that the officers whose conduct was criticised are still 
in service ? 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : (a) The clerk ^rus dismissed 
troin service on th(* eliar^^es referretl to in>t in coiineclioh with the cases 
in which he was acquitted hy tin* l-^residency Maj^istrate hut in connec- 
lion with otlier cases of falsification of accounts and misappropriation 
of (h)venjnieijt money, brou«rlit to litrht as a result of departmental in¬ 
vest ijrat ions after his acquittal by the Majrlstrate. 

ih) So far as CJovornnient are aware the tryinji Magistrate made 
ailvcrse commcnt.s fin the conduct of fuie fjffieer fUily. 

(c) (jlovernincnt regret that they are iinahh* to comply with the 
lIon(»ural>h^ Member’s recjiiest as the dismissal (»f tin* clei'k referred to in 
part («) of this rpiestion Avas not in eonneetion Avith the cases forming 
the subject of the jiidirmeiit and the referred tn in my reply to 

part (/>) ahovf‘ lias since died. 

(</) The Iloiionrahle Member is referred to the i' ]*ly To part^ (/>) 
and fr) ahoAc. 


rxAL'TiinHisi;i> AI’l'oiNTMKNTs IN I III: Tu-tal DKPAin ah:nv. 

849. -‘^Mr. B. N. Misra : (a) Has the attention of Oovemnnmt been 
di'awn to (du)i»t(‘r XIV of the lh‘pori of the T(‘legra}>h Kstahlishmcnt 
Enquiry ('<tinniittee and to pairi's .‘lo.*], .‘>90 of the Tr!(graph lltviiw of 
XTivemher and I )e(*eniher, 19.‘>2, on tlie subjects of certain iiiiaiitliorised 
a])])oiiitments ? 

{h) Have (iOA(‘riimeiit undertaken any oiKpiiry • If so. Avith what 
n'siilt^’ ? Jf not, Avliy not " 

(e) Is it a fju't that all these ap]>ointmonts are being carried on for 
years with the full UnoAvledge of the Cirele Heads ? 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : ju) As regards the fir>t part of 
the (pie.^tinii, (Invenimeiii haA'e not Vf t eonsidered the Ke]iort of the 
(‘ominillee. .\s •■egaisls the sieoiui part, Hov-'nimen" liave seen the 
artiele in (piesti<.‘n. 

ib) (h)vernmcnl ha\e made no (uiquiries as the matter is one Avith 
which I he Head of tli(‘ (hnde is competent to tleal. 

(c) (}oA(*riim.*nt haAe no infortualioTi. 


IlKf i:\TKAlilSATlOX OF TIIK AOMINISTRATION OF Till: PoftTS AND TELEGRAPHS 

DiaxurniiLVT. 

850. *Mr. B. N. Misra: ia) Is it a fact that tlie administration of 
tlie Posts and Telegraph Department is being gradually decentralised like 
other Oovernment Departments ? 



1370 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


[12th Sept. 1933. 


(h) Have Government taken any disciplinary action against the 
resp^iisihle officers vhore they have flouted the orders of tlie Director 
General ? If so, will Government be pleased to state the number of such 
officers and the nature of ])iinishment awarded ? 

The Honourable Sir Prank Noyce : (a) Yes, so far as is practicable. 

(h) Goveriinient {n<* not aware of tlie orders of the Director General 
being tloiiled by responsibk ollicers. C)c.casioiially orders may be dis- 
regard('(l ; svicb cas(‘s wlc'ii they ('onie to noticf* arc dealt with according 
to Ihc circumstances. T]u‘ Dcpartnienr his lieen so long in existence 
that it would be an im,HC'siblc task to compile a stat(‘m(Uit of such oases. 

riruLis non Uiii tnixrnox of Government Servants^ Oroanisa'iions. 

851. '"Mr. B. N. Misra : {a^ lias the attention of Governnumt been 

drawn to the two editorials in the Telegraph Beview for December, 1932 
and June 1933 on tli^* subjec t of Dnles of llecognition of (Jovernment 
servants' organizations ? 

(h) Is it not a fact that tlie editorial nmhT eajdion “ A bon'e of conten¬ 
tion ■' in the dune, 1983, issue is baM‘d on the recommendations of the 
Whitley Gommission 

(e) Ts it a fact' that under tlie existing riih‘s of recognition, service 
organizations cannot re]irescnt the grievances of individual members 1 

(d) Is it not a fact that cm many occasions Government ask for 
individual concrete instances from the organizations whenever common 
grievances are represented ? 

(f.;. In view of tie* recommendations of the Royal Gommission oil 
Labour in India, are (hwemnnuit prepared to consider the modificatinn of # 
the existing rules of iv'cogiiition of Goveiaiment sfu-vants' organisations ? 

If not. why ind ! if so, when • 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : (a) Government have seen the 
article. 

(b) The article refers to certain yiassages in the Report of the Cora- 
mission. 

(r) Yes, ropres<*iitations must be eoiifiiied to matters wliicb are, or 
raise questions which arc, of common interest to the class represented by 
the Association. 

{(1) Snell occasions may ari.se, but are not frequent. 

(c) Government liave under consideration the revision of the Recog¬ 
nition Rules in their afiplieation to industrial wmrkers. 

TNSa»E('TK>N OF GOMBINED PoST AND TeLFXIBAPII OFFICES. 

862. B. N. Misra : (a) Is it a fact that the inspection of 

combined post and telegraph offices has been tramsforred from the duty of a 
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SiiporinteiidoiU of Telegraph Traffic to that of a Postal Inspector and 
Superintendent ? 

(h) Is it a fael lliat nndcn- the existing rules l*ostal clerks are eligible 
for th( j)Osts of leh'irraphists after training ? 

fr) Is it a fact l.hal the inajorilv of 22^ teh'graphi-As surplus to 
recpiirenuMils liave been transn^rnal to tin* post offices and tlie nccasion 
for sncli traiisfr! - a»'(‘ Ion rri‘(jiie!it 

(ih Will (J:!\rrnnH*iit jdejjs(* stair wlielJirr siiitalilr ielegra|)lii.st's and 
clerks in tJie lel'‘e!‘ap!i 1 trpaitineiit are (‘ligihle lor pronmiions to tije grades 
of Postniast('rs. Postal Insprrtors and Snj>'*rin1i*iidents jirovided they 
])ess(*<s till* rrijuii’rd (pialifieat'ioijs ! If not, why noi ‘ W'ill Government 
j)lras<‘ state whelher Ili' V are prepared to consider tljc (piestion now ? 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : ‘u) ami (b). The replies are m 
affirmative. 

(e i Xo. oidy bS telegraphists have been m) transfei*r< d 

(d; The r(‘]»ly to the first part is in the negative. As regards the 
second part, the duties of tidc^graphists or eierks in t(degi*aph offices are 
quite diHerent from those of offieials in the grades of Po.stnmsters, Postal 
Inspectors or Superintendents of Post Gffiees and the experienee gained 
by them in their own grades would la* of no value in the grades named by 
the JfnMoiirahle IMember. The rei)ly to tlie last i>art is in tlie negative. 

KonAJkANT up liUAVL TO Tllb IXFERIOH SERVANTS OF THE TeI^EGRAPH 

Department. 

853. 'Mr. B. N. Misra : (r/'‘ Are Government awar<* that there are 
no provisions for leave reserves staff for tlie inferior M*rvants of the Tele¬ 
graph Department and eonse({uently h‘av(* on average juiy granted to 
superior establishment is denied to this class of eniiijoyees ? 

ib) If answer to part w/) he in the affirmative, are GovernnuMit aware 
of the hardship caused to Ihi^se servants of tlovernmenl 1 

(r) If an.su'cr t(. ])arf <'b) bo iii the affirmative, do Government pro- 
pf'se to make nee«*ssary ]irovisi<m for their leave reserve and grant them 
aierage jiay for privilege leave ? If not. why not V 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : (a) Yos. 

(b) and (e). The existing rules do not provide for the grant of 
leave on av<*rage pay to inferior Goveniment servants generally and 
Government do not ])ropo.se to make an excO])tion in respect of the inferior 
staff* of the Telograi>h Department. 

Gr1EVAN( RS OF THE TeI.EORAI'II STAFF. 

854. *Mr. B. N. Misra : (a) Are Government aware of the fact 

that in the May and July, is.sues of the Telegraph Review on page* 
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189-190 and 255-256, three articles appeared under the captions (i) Who 
is to blame (ii) “ Legitimate Claims ” and iiii) “ Viceroy’s Camp ” T 

(h) Will Government be pleased to slate whether the facts on which 
the articles have appeared are substantially correct ? If so, what action 
have (b)vernniejit since taken or propose to take to redress the grievances 
of the staff ? 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : la) Yes. 

(h) As regards the first part oT the question, the reply is \\\ the 
affirmative. 


Gf tbe eases referred to, the claim for enlianeed (»V(‘rlime allowance 
made by certain telepbom* o])(‘rators, Dacca and Xarayangan.i. was not 
admitted, on the ground that it was a v»'ry ladated oik* wlem it n*aehed 
the Directo]* (ieiieral. I have hoAvever given instructions that tlie claim 
should he re-examim'd. 

The claim of c(*rtain task work mess(‘ngers for overtime allowance 
for duty performed in in th(* Vieer(w’s camp offlee at Galctitta, was 

not referred to the Director General by the Postmast(*r-General, Meiigal 
and Assam, wlio .ipnar(‘idiy ilisposed of it nnder bis own powers. 

Keausation (h- SniM kii'TK'X ok Mi:.Mnr.i?s or Skkvici: ()i?«;A\t,sATioNS 
Tiniorcn Tin: Salahv Pulls (»r nii; Staff. 

855. -J^Mr. B. N. Misra : Is it a fael that re(*overi(‘s of co¬ 

operative credit sociidies. clubs, etc., attached to different Gov('riiment 
offices are made through the .salary hills fif the staff ? 

(b) If the re])]y to the almve question be in tlie affii-mative. do Oovern- 
niciit propose to L'raiit the satue facilities fo service organisations recognised 
by Government in respect of realis:ition of subscriptions (*f members tliroiigh 
their salary bills'.' If not, wdiy not 7 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : (a) and (h). Tbere arc no 
cases when* deductions for sue!) pnrjiose.s are made tlinuiijrh salary bills 
in the satne way, for instaiic(\ as a snb.seription to a Providt'nt Fund. In 
certain eases liowever an arrangement was introduced as a concession 
whereby sums due from leembers ol eo-operativ<* societies in tlie Posts 
and Telegra]>bs Deparltnent could be nalised throu^b tbc' assistance of 
dejiartmental oflioials. The praeliee i.s lin ited to eerlaiii eases and it is 
considered undesirabb* If; extend it. 

PFTRKXniMENT IN THE l^NTTED PROVINCES POSTAI. CiRr rU:. 

856. *Mr. B. N. Misra : (o) Is it not a fact that tbe promotions and 
discharge of officials under the retrejichment scheme in the United Pro¬ 
vinces Girelc of the Posts and Telegraphs Department are being done on 
the grounds of communalisra T 
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(/>) Will Goveninient l>e pleased to state if they have received any 
afj])eHlR from the stfiff of the United Provinces Circle on the grounds 
mentioned in part (a) ? 

(e) Are Coveriimeiit prej)ared to mako sifting (m<juiries into this 
ijiatln- and take sueh steps as would stop these practices ' 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce ; iu) As has olu-n >»ccn stated in 
this House. pr<»mo1ioj)s ar<* not nunh on c.^»mTnunal grounds. In earrying 
out retrtMieliiiieiit, h(»wi‘ver, iiie eom»nunal ratios existing before tlm begin¬ 
ning oi tie* !-etrenclirne)it eamp-ugn havr iieen maintalnefl as nearly as cir- 
eumstane'-s rdlowed. 

(// • .\o siieli appeals lja\e been iraetd. 

te' In tlie al>^«*iiee o) iniv reas(ni to su]>pose tfiat tljeir onlers are not 
being earried (Mit in the I’nited Provinces Ciivle. (ioveriimcnt do not pro¬ 
pose |o initiate einjnii'ies. 

Ti.AriiiNu Staff or Tin; Ih»YAi. I.mman* ^Iilitakv Collucje. 1)i:hua Dun. 

857. ^'Mr. B. N. Misra : Will Governmtuit In* i)ieased to slate 

(/> tile immher of the inemhers of tlie seni r stafl* of tlie Koval Indian 
IMilita’v (‘olh'ge at Dehra Dun, i//< their acadetnie rpialifieatitins, (in) 
the classes in which tliey o])tained their degrc'es. if any. (ir) their ages 
and dates of appninttiK’id. {r) the salaries on whieli they started and 
tlnu’r present salaries. Do» their extra allowances and the duties for which 
they ar<‘ givcm, and (/•<<' otiier privileges, like free buriLMiows with their 
rental values, ele. ? 

'/> ’ Are Hiere any Indians on the senior staff of tliis eolh‘ge. or ha5 
any Indian b^'en a]»]»ointed on tin* senior teaching staff ? It not. why not ? 

//• 1 If tin an^wer to part i/f) bt* in the negative*. wt‘re there no Indians 
avai!a!>].‘ uitli tln'N,. or lM‘tt<‘r (pialifieations ’ Why have* no Indians been 
api»oin1‘‘el, ke('])ing in view the* <Jovernnn*nt de’clare*il policy of Iiulianisiug 
a (e*!'jain proportion of the military s<*rvie»*s ? 

'//) Is it a faet that tliis college has nothing tee do wdth military 
tiTiining ? If so, h ave* Gov(*nmn‘nf lonsiden'd whetlu'r they ean obtain 
m(»re cnie'ie*nl Indians on lov.er salaries feir it ? 

Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham : (a) T lay a statement on the talde giving 
the information d<*sired by the Honourable Member so far as available. 

(h) ami (r). No Indian lias been appointed permanently to the 
fj^nior b'aehing statf because tin* object of tlie college is to give a Public 
Seliool education on llritish lines and Priti.sh masters are considered 
essential if this object is to bo fulfilled. 

(d) Apart from simple drill nml physical training no military train¬ 
ing is imparted at the college. Foi the reason giATUi in the reply to parts 
(ff) and (r) the answer to the second part of this qne.*{tion is in the nega- 
Ih c. 
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Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : I undorstood the Honourable Member to 
say fliat no military training is given in iliv Koyal Indian Military College 
at Debra Dun. 

Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham : Yes. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Vi tb.at is so, why should the name be the 
Ivoyal Indian Militorff (W)llegt' i It beeoines a misnomer. 

Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham : Ih eausi* it ])repares boys for tie.* hidian 
Military Arademy (^xaminatioji. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Wiiliout any military training a1 all i 

Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham : Ves. 

Ti AciiiNo Staff of the Indfan Military Ac’Ademy, Detira Dr.M. 

858. ='Mr. B. N. Misra : (a) Will Co v(*rnm»‘rit la jdeased to state 
if then* are any Indians on tlie feacdiintr Ntafl' of the Indian Military 
Aendeiny, Dehrn Dun ? If not, why not ? 

if}] Why are military offieer^ only appointed for the leaching of such 
suh.i(M\s as Khnientavy Matlemafies, Coo'jrraphy, Ijaw, Drawing, Higher 
Mathmnat'ies, H('onomies, SeieniM*, ete. ? 

(r) If the answer to the latter pari <d* (/>) a])ove ))e in tin* alTirmatire, 
are Covernment ])i'epared to take tin* nee(*.ssary action to rcplaec the mili¬ 
tary ((fliet'rs with Indians with j>rop(*r <jualifieations ! 

(d> Will Covernment please state the number of officers in the 
Military Aeadeiny getting (i) Rs. 300 and upwards and v/m l>elow that ? 

(O' How many (m Eiiroi)cans, [ii'\ Indians are tliere in the cadre 
above Rs. 300 ? 

Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham : iaK <h) and (c). The attention of the 
Honotii-able Member is invited Ici the answer to starred question No. 759 
asked mi the 13th Mareli lash 

(d) (/). 15. 

{ii). Lh 

(rl (i). 15. 

(//K Xmn’. 

Ex’JFx^ioxs (Jiviix 'lo Tin; ComV iissioxiii; A.\i> Assistant Co.mmtssioner op 

I\(OMIXI AX IN 'HIE rXlTED PlOVIXrES ANO THE I’rX.IAR, Ri:s}*EmVELY. 

859. "=Bhai Parma Nand : in) Will Gnvernment he pleased to stat^ 
if itfis a fact that in the Income-tax Departmtmt. extension has been given 
for tin* second time to an Iiieome-tax Commissioner ir. the Cnited Pro- 
viiiees, and that an extension has also been given to an Assistant Ineome-tax 
Commissioner in the Punjab ? 

(/>) Is it. a fact that (iov«*rnment have issued instructions that persons 
who have done 125 years’ .service should be made to retire ? If so, why 
is it that extension is so freely given in the Ineome-tax Department 1 

(r) Are Government: f)repared to consider in the interests of economy 
that such extension .should he dis?dlo\Yed and persons who have done 25 
years’ service be asked to retire ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : (a) Yes. 
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{b) No. The iseeuiid part of tiio question does not arise. 

(r) Thi.t is a matter for eoiisi<leration in eaeh case. Extensions have 
only been ‘rraiited when thai lias, bveii cousiderod to be in the interest of 
public service. 


''TOI'UAGi: OF ExI'KL'SS Th'Al Xs at ivIIATAl lJ, XoRTil WESTI^nV Rau.way. 

860. -^'Bhai Parma Nand : (//) Will Government he I'h ased to state 
'vshcll.'cr the I ji Jloinbay E\pr<‘ss No. oT and Down Express No. oH do not 
stop at Klialaiili on liie North Western Railway, w'hieli is nearly midway 
btiweeii iizafTfariiapir and MctM-ui Cantonment ■' 

f'C- Is a fact lliat Khataiili has a mncli larirer population—eight 
or nine times tlie ]a)i)ulatinn of ^Matisurpur and I)a\irala where these trains 
stop---a]''l is aNo (';)m»M'*rcia]l;. more important and also the nearest Rail¬ 
way Station to tile T;disil jieadfpiartcrs at d.-inseth ? 

(r) Are there any speeied reasons wliy the Itoinbay fixpress trains 
should sto]) at tliose staticais and not at Khatauli and will (Jovenirnent 
please state the reasons ? 

1^7 ) Is it a fact tliat a hiir sntrar mill is also heing erect<*d at Khatauli 
and will (iovernment please give ili<' tignres for the goods and passenger 
traffic on lliis station f»‘(nn ih<* I'-t Api*il to the loth Angiist. RKld, as also 
tile figures for -Mausurpur and Danrala stations for the same pmdod and 
also for the eoiTesjiondinir ]>erioil in 

If) Are Govei’jnnent tirepared to eonsid(*r th(‘ advisability of asking 
the N(»rth Western b’aihvay Administration to arrangi' the. sfofipage of the 
Express at Khatauli ? 

(f) Is IMaiisurjmr only live miles from MuzalTarnagar and Daurala 
ami six or seven miles frc.'tn !M< (*rut Cantonment I 

Mr. P. R. Rau : (a) Yes. ^ 

(h). (r), (rJ) and <"/). Goveriirir'mt have no inrormation. 

(r ) I am sending a cop;, of this <|uesiion fo the Agent, Xorlii Westtirn 
■Railway, f'or eonsidering the snggcsti<.*ii made hy th(‘ Honourable Member. 

Ci.Asrurt< A'i ION fx dAii nr IxniAx Rrtsoxf.rs. 

>^61. '"Bhai Parma Nand : in) Is it a fad that the social sinius and 
the wodc ftf lirinf/ of the convict is t]i<* sole lest a])p!ied by (loverument 
in die matter of the classitic.atiou «)f Tndiaii ]>risoners into three classes ? 

(h' Is it a faet that Government lum' always lieen ('xtreimdy averse 
to Hie (‘ll1<■r•tain^ne7^t of any proposal aiming at diserimination lietween 
ordinary and political prisoners ? 

(e) Is it not a fact that nonnalht every prisoner is entitled to asso¬ 
ciate with other prisoners of his own das.*?, and that the .Tail Manual even 
peimits, witli eerlain limitations, an mily prisoner of a jiai-Mcular class 
to associat(‘ with one or more of a different class if be so desires ? 

(d) Will Government ydease state whether they have authorised the 
Inspector-General of Prisfms to frame and issue discriminatory regulations, 
and are Government aware that they virtually do aw’ay with the provisions 
of section 60 of the Prisoner's Act, so far as they are applicable to Delhi t 
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If so, how do they reconcile their position with oft-professed principle of 
non-discrimination between the ordinary and political prisoners T 

{e) Is it also not a fact that in addition to his segregation : 

(?) the so-called terrorist prisoner does not get the special remission 
periuitted in the case of ordinary ])ri*son(?rK ; 

{ii) lie is not (‘iififled to he iiimle a eoriviet-ofticial. and h)S<'S the 
special rernissioii and other facilities incidental thereto ; 
(m) hr cannot get any of tlie liotter Idnd of labour, such as clerical 
work, ete. ; 

[ir) lie is not permitted books from outside ; 

(i-,) lit‘ is imt permitted a ne\vsjiaj*er even when placed in the 
r» class '! 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : Social status, e-iucation and 

habit of liie art* ila* criiei’ia for f^^lmi^sl«^i^ elas.si-s IJ and t' bill admission 
t(» class A is dept‘mli‘in aKt* fii tlu* irPiirt* df \hv irime fi)r wbicli the 
]>risoner is eonvi(‘t(*d and on bi.s beiii;r non-liabitual prisoner. 

(ft) (lovemment liave not reeo‘jriji‘'<‘tl a speci.'il class of jxditical 
prisoin*rs. 

(c) It is a fact tliat j»ri.st»n»TS aie iiortrially albnved a certain amount 
of assoeiati(ni with t*thfr prison.‘r.s ami that wlnu’e tln*i*e is «nily om* prisoiKr 
of a e(*rtain class it is usual t(» give uim stmu facilities for ctnupany. 

if/) Sccticm bO of the Prisons Act coiif(‘i’s a rule-making t»ow'cr on 
Local (lovernimuits. Tin* tio\ernmeni </f Imlia are not aware that any 
Local (jov(‘rnm(‘nt has issued rules, or authorised any Jiisj)ector (leneral 
to issue orders, wdiicli an not in aceordanee ivitli t)n‘ gt*nera] instructions 
pre.serihed b\ the (idv«*rno»* (b'ii“ral in Pouiicil for tin- classification of 
prisoners. 

(c) If) Tlx* rule relating to special remission aj>plies to all j>risoners 

equally. 

(if) \o j)risoner has any nglit to he made a convict official. 8uch 
apj)oiiitmeiits are made ])un*ly by seleeiion. 

(in) Prisoners are ordinarily employed on the class of labour for 
which the Medical tlfficer certifies them to be lit. No 
prisoner has any right to any less severe form of labour. 

(ir) ami ( r). There is no discrimination against terrorist prisoners 
in the matter of facilities for reading either books or news- 
])aj)er.s. 

Case op Messrs. VAisnAMPAYAx and Potdar, Accused tn the Delhi 

Conspiracy Case. 

862. *Bhai Parma Nand : (a) Is it a fact that Vaishampayan and 
Potdar were acquitted by the Sessions Judge of Delhi in a case under the 
Explosive Substances Act f 

(b) Is it a fact that both the persons above-named were immediately 
re-arrested and confined in jail ? 

(e) Is it a fact that Potdar was released after three or four days f 

(d) Will Government be pleased to state why be was detained t 
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(e) Are Government prepared to order Vaishainpayan ^s release ? 
If not, why not ? Why is he bein^^ detained ? 

(/) Ts it a fact that Vaishampayan and Potdar w-nv accused in 
Delhi Conspiracy Case before the case under tin* Exjjlosive Substances 
Act was instituted, and that this case was withdrawn alter about two 
years ? 

(r/) Do Governiiient ])ropose to compensate tlie aho\'•-nauied persons 
for their lon^ cond uncalled-for confmeiiieiit ? Jf so wiial eoin]>ensation 
do they intend to make ? If not, wliy not ? 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig .* {a) to (e). Y( s. 

f(7) l^otdar was detained under section 2 of the l^unjab Criminal 
Law AiiKnidnient Act, pending considcn-ation Avlu'ti- v.-.is neces¬ 

sary t(» lake any action against him. 

('( > Tlie answer to the first ])art is in the negative, and to the remain¬ 
ing ])arts, that tlic State Prisoner is being detained in .iail in view of his 
terrorist activities which make it undesirable for him to Im> at li!>erty. 

if) Yes. 

in) I Avould refer the Honourable I\Iembej‘ to the reply ::iven by me 
on the 12nd Harcli last to IJai Bahadur Sukhraj Boy's (piostion No. (i()2. 

Grant of an Allow^ance to jMr. V. G. Vaishampayan, a State 

Prisoner. 

863. '^Bhai Parma Nand : (a) Ts ii not a fact that Mr. V. G. Vaisham¬ 
payan was arrested and detained under Jicgnl-ition HI of ,181S immediately 
after he was accpdited ])y the Sessioiis -Judge of Delhi from charges under 
Explosives Act ? 

(b) Is it a fact that Government liave not yo far fixevl any allowance ' 
for him and his dependants ? 

(e) Are Government aware of the fact that ]\Ir. V. (1. Vaisham])ayan 
was the sole })?-ead-winner ( f tim family. (('iisislintr of a blind father, an 
old mother, an unmarried .siHer, an i tvro ininoT’ broth(*rs ? 

((7) Will Government be jdearod to Mate a.s to wliat steps they are 
taking low^ards the speedy decision of the (piestion of proi)er allowance, 
etc., for him ? 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : (a) Yes. Mr. V. G. Vaisham¬ 
payan was detained as a State T^ris^mer under Begnlation III of 1ST8 
about the middle of August last. 

(7>), (e) and (rZ). The (piestion wdiether any allowance is neces¬ 
sary is under consideration. Acconling to my information tin* State 
Prisoner is unmarried and was a student and was earning notliing at tlie 
time of his arrest. It is understood that his father is in recrdfit of a i)i;n- 
sion. 


Externment op one Mr. Ratna Prakasii FitoM Delhi. 

864. *Bhai Parma Nand : (a) Are Government aware that on the 
25th July, 1933, Mr. Ratna Prakash was served with notice to leave Delhi 
Province within 24 hours for an indefinite period ? 
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(b) Aro Government aware tliai Mr. Eatiia Prakasli was Secretary 
of tile Students llarijan Service League, Delhi, which is a purely social 
body ? 

Has Mr. Itahia J*rik^.sh Inen extorned on account oF his anti- 
Tiiitoncliahility activities ? Tl* not, will Government be pleased to give 
reasons lor exlerning Mr. liatna Prakash from l.)ellii where he has been 
resi(ling for the last rdglit years ? 

{(I) Was any oj'porlunity given lo IMr. R'ltna Prakash to explain him¬ 
self Ix'fore taking action against him ? If so, what ? Tf not, v/hy not 1 
The Honourable Sir Hari 7 Haig : (a) Yes. 
i/;) It is understood this was one (»f Ids activities. 

<c) Mid (fh. The oi-dcr of extt'rnm-’iji had nothing flo with anti- 
untoindial'ility a'divities. It was is.sued in view r)f lh(‘ Lo^.ai Oovf‘rnmenl 
being s:,tis,fi<‘d th.at he was pursuing activities of a rcvoluti’)nary ''iiaraeter 
falling within th«‘ t(‘rms of st'ction of the i*un.ja]» Griminal Law Ainend- 
ineut .Act. lf).‘!2, and in accordance with the procedure laid dov/n in that 
section. 

COM.MT'.NAI. IXKQrAMTY IN InFITIUOK AnnoiNT.ME.NTS IN THE JlIELrAI JIeAD 

Post Offu k. 

8(55. '’"Bhai Parma Nand : (o' Is it a fact that out of 18 non-clerical 
su])crior and 11 inferior appointments in the .Tludiim TTead Post OtTiee only 
one inferior ajipointinent is held hy a TTindu and all the rest, by Muslims ? 
Jf so, do Govei’innent propose lo take action to remedy the eomniiiiial 
jnecpiality in the said app(»intments ? 

(h) AVill (lovernni'uif. he pleaded to stale hK‘ number of candidates 
for th(‘ abov(‘ eadies of cadi crmimunity on the waiting list and how many 
Hindus have b(*en iwruited during the la.st five years to adjust the eom- 
mnnal inc(pialities ? Has any of the Hindu candidates been given appoint¬ 
ment a('(‘ording lo (Joveniment oidcrs regarding reserving of vacancies for 
minority eonnminitios ? It n »t, vdio is resooiisible for not. acting up to 
Gf.v(*rnnient ord'Ts and anIimI action do Government propose to take 
against him and to stop further injustice to the ITindn eommunit'y ? 

(r) Owing i.) 11“ paucity o; Hindu inferior nervants on tf’c staff of 
the dlieluin Head Post Office, will Government be ])leased to state what 
faeilitios, if any, have ))e(‘n tirovided for the su])ply water, etc., to the 
Hindu clerical staff there ? Is it a fact that the Muslim staff are. bent'fitcd 
by the servii'c of a hhishfer sanctioned for the office besides the ten Muslim 
inferior s('rvants ? 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce ; {n) to Or). Information has been 
called for and will be ])laeed on the table in duo course. 

Co.MiTLsoRY ATTENPANn: OF TiiK Staff OF THE TTissar.IIeap Post Offk e 

ox A IIoi.lPAY. 

86(5. -Bhai Parma Nand : (a) Have Government seen the article mder 
the caption Strange if True ” in the issue of the Daily Herald^ dated the 
30th March, H133, regarding compulsory attendance of the .staff of the 
Ilissar Head Post Ofiiee on lUth March, 1933, wliieh Avas a Sunday and 
also a religions day for Ihe Hindus on account of Iloli ?• 

{h) ^Vill Govemnicnt ])loa.se state AYho was responsible for ilie issue 
of these orders ? 
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(c) If lilo facts lacntioncd in part (a) are correct, do Government 
propose to state n]iollu‘r any action wns taken afrainst the officer concerned 
for causing inconvenii'iice to the llindn staff and interfering with the 
observance of their religious day ? If not, are Government now prepared 
to take suitable aetion to avoid a repetition of such occurrences ? 

The Honourable Sir Frank No5xe : {a) Government have seen the 
article in (juestion. 

(/)} and (e). Govcu-ninent hav<‘ no information, hut llu‘ inatt^jr is 
wiliiin liie compt'tenee of the Head of the C'irele eoiiecrned to whom a co})y 
of the (jueslion is being sent. 


Ri.’rpLNniMKXT Or IJixiu’s i.x 'rwi' Prxj.vu Axn XoitTii-WrsT 

P(»s';ai. (’mum:. 

8G7. '"Bhai Parma Nand : (</) Is it a fatd that Gov<M‘ninent have laid 
down Die ])oiiey of giviiig wtntrht to rommunal ])roi)ortion in services in 
the matter of 

(/; Recruitment. 

(if) Retrcnclmn-nr of persorji(‘l ? 

\(>) Is it a fact tlmt recuitly tin* Pos1masT« r-(.h‘n(‘ral, Pinijah at.d 
Nortli-Wf's'! Fronti(’r Circle, has i'etrcnch(‘d 19 ofticiaK o! the Uailway Mail 
Service, out oT wiii(*h four ar* Muslims, om* Sikli and fonrt(‘(‘n lliinlns V 

{<■) Is it a fact tliat out of the officials retrenched, four Muslims, 

six Iliiulus, and oin* Sikh am thorn who have voluntarily r<*lir(*(l and that 

the remaining eight Avho have hfcn retrcneh(‘d are all Hindus ? 

(fj) If r(»pli(‘s to parts \a). (h) and (r) he in the aflirniali\e, will 

Governiiioiit please state why Jliiidn oflieials have been relrenehed otit of 
all proj)ortion ? 

(c) Do Governm(‘nt prcjjiose to r(‘store to service tlie Hindu ofllcia.'s, 
who have thus be(*n retrenelna] ? 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce ; ((f) The facts are substantially 
as staled by the iIonoura})le .Member. 

(b) to (( '. Information is being collected and a re])ly will |)e laid 
on tlie table in diit* course. 

Retri:x('H]mkxt of Hindus in chktain Railway Mail Si^hivtce Dixjsions. 

868. '''Bhai Parma Nand : (a) Is it a fact that recently some foJir 
seI(*ction grade ofTi(dais Jiave been r(‘tronched in Railway Mail ^Service 
1) '' and 1 j ’’ Divisions, who are all Hindus ? 

(h) Is it a fact that there are orders from Government of India that 
the ])roportion amongst comniunitics existing before retrenchment should 
not change after retrenchment ? 

(c) Is it also a fact that officials who volunteer themselves to retire 
under retrenchment concessions or otherwise are not regarded as refrench(*d 
personnel for tlie purpose of maintaining communal ratio as stated in 
part (b) above ? 

(d) Is it also a fact that the retrenched Hindu officials have barely 
put in a service of 30 years in the department, whereas others who have 
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been left over are officials with more than 32 years of service ? Is it not 
against the intentions of and contrary to the instructions laid down by the 
Government of India in this connection ? 

(e) If tlie replies to parts (a), (ft), (c) and (d) be in the affirmative, 
will Government please state why only the junior Hindu officials have been 
singled out for retrenchment V 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : (a), (d) and ie). The informa¬ 
tion is Iw-ing eolleeted and will be placed on the table in due course. 

(i)) Ves, the ratio between the various communities existing before 
retrcnehment is to be maintained to the nearest practicable figure. 

(c) Tile fact is not as stated. Officials who retire voluntarily under 
the r(*1 rcnchment seheme, but not those who retire under the ordinary 
nil(*s, are treated as retnuiehed offieials for the purpose reterreo' to. 


lvK'ilU‘:N< HMKNT OF lIlNOFs IN ‘ KRTAIN RaILW.VY Mau. SERVICE DIVISIONS. 

869. ’’'Bhai Parma Nand ; in) Will (Jovernment please state the num¬ 
ber of Hindus, .Muhjinimaflans. Sikhs and oth(‘rs serving in the Railway 
Mail Service “ I) *’ and “ Ij ” Division.s in cltudeal and sorters eadrr on 
the 1st Mareh, VX\:\ ! 


(h) ^ViII (iovernnient also please state the number of officials 
ret.reneiied in those Divisions (i^xcluding thos(‘ who volunteered themselves 
for retinunent ) since l.st ^larch, 19:k‘k as also the communities to which 
they belonged ? 

(e) Is it a fact that the proportion that existed on the 1st Marcli. 
in these Divisions ha.s not been maintained ? If so. are Government pre- 
))ar(*(l to restore them to sendee ? If not, why not ? 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : ia) The latest figures in jiossessjon 
of (loveriiment which are U]) to the olst December, are as lopi ‘Vv ; 


Railway Mail Service ‘ D ' Divi 
sioii. 

Railway .Mail Serviee ' L ' P.--'i- 

sion. 


Iliiulus 280. .Mnlianmiadfiiiv lOo, 
Sikhs Ik"). Indian 
and others nil. 

Iloidiis 200, Muhauimadaii^ 98, 
Sikh^ 62. Indian ('hi'isTian*' an ! 

otihu's nil. 


(h) atid (eP The information heiiiir <*()llected and a reply uil! be 
laid on the table in due course. It must not, lM)w»*v<‘r. uilevir.: i| at 
Government aceejit the Hononrable Member’s implication that \tilniiTaoy 
roti;*ements should he ignored. 


Rekioi) of Stay of ea(’U Dfim ty Postmaster (ifnerae i\ oni; Posiae 

ClRCIiE. 

870. ’*Bhai Parma Nand : (a) Will (loveniment please state if 
there is any order fixing the limit of stay of a De])iity Postmaster (ieiierrl 
in one (■ircle ? 

(b) Will Government please lay a statement on the table showing the 
period of stay of each Deputy Postmaster General in their Circles ? 

(r) If any such officer has exceeded the fixed limit, do Ciovernment 
pronose lo transfer him to some other Pircle ? 

iL272I/AD » 
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The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : (a) The reply is in the iiegativ(i. 

(Jj) III view of the reply to part \a) (iovernineiij do not eoiisider that 
il would he nseful t<» ei'ileet tlie infoniiation. 

i'e) Does not arist*. 

Allegations a(;al\st the Sri*EHrNTi:\i>ENT of Tost Offices, Uoutak 

Division. 

871. *Bhai Parma Nand : ya) Is ii a I'aei lhai the iireseni Super¬ 
intendent of Post OHiees, Kolitak Division, elosi‘d tin* 'rele^raj)h IJraoehes 
of Kohtak Head Ofliee and llissar Outehery Suh-Offiei* several tiim*s durinj^^ 
th(^ years 1932-33 aiul 1933-,‘»4 on the -^roimd that no eonihined hand wa.s 
avaiiahh* to do tele<ii*aph work dnrinjr Hn' easual leave granted to olTieials 
fill* ]»rivate affairs ? Are (Jovernineiit awa?*e that this eaus(*d d(‘lay in the 
disjiosal of the telej^raph work, and eonsecpienf ineonvenienee to the 
pul die 1 

[h) Ar(‘ (ioverninent aware Unit on«‘ ^Ir. (’hander Phan (tU])1a, 
reserve (*lerk. llissar Post (H'tiei*. ai>plied tor leave owiiiL^ to his son’s 
serious illness, which was not ood the child suhseipaoitly died, 

and even then he was not r‘‘li«*ved nim'ii aTtfr If so. will (lovernrnent 
please state why some arran<renient could not be made to relieve Mr. 
Chandar Phan ? 

(el Will (roveniment please state whetluT th(» I)irt*etor (h‘n<*rid. 
Posts and Tele$?ra])iis, ever issued any inst met ions to his subordinates 
in the matter of "rantinj? leave in sueh eas(*s of emer‘xeiicit‘s ! If so, 
why were those instruction.s not acted upon by the Superintendent of 
Eolilak Division ? 

((J) Is it a fact tliat dnrinpr tho time Air. (’bandar Phan’s son was 
ill, a coinliined iiand v/as availahh* in tln^ offiei' of (lie Siifierinteiidcuit, ^ 
Itohtak T)i\’ision hut his s(*rviees w<*re not utilized on this occasion ? If 
so. wliv 

(c) Is it a fact that tli-'re are standinjr orders to tlie f‘ffect that a 
combined hand shcmld not be posted to tin* Su})(*i-intendent's offiei* nor 
any clerk kept in sijeli offices for more than five years If so, will 
Government jileasc state how many sneli offieials are working in the office 
of tin* Sii])erintendent, Post Offices, Polilak Division, contrary to Gov(*rn- 
incut orders and wliat action they j)ro]U)s;e to take in the matter ? 

(f) Is it a fact that the combined liand workinjr in tlie office of the 
8ut>crin1(‘ndent. Post Offices, Robtak Division, since a lonj? time was 
ordered several times by tlie Postmastf*r (Jejjeral to be r(mio\ed but his^ 
orders liave not been carried out by tin* Sujierintendent ? If so, why 
not ? 

{(/) If the facts are as stated in parts (a) to (/), will Government 
please state what action they jiropose to take af?ainst this Superintendent 1 
1)0 limy propose to refer to his personal records in other Circles before he 
was transferred to the Punjab which is his home ? 

The Honourable Sir Prank Noyce : (a), (b), id), (e), (/) and (//). 
Government have no information. The Head of the Circle is fully com¬ 
petent to deal with the matters to which the Honourable Member refers 
and a co])y of this question is being sent to him. 
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((^) Tlio 1‘fU‘f. is not MS Tin* Dimitor rjonorMFs jiistructions 

wlii(‘}i 1]j(* nonoiirfihlo Mciiilior swns to liavo in mind roJatt* In llio ])roni])t 
roliof o!' (,rrK‘iMls in cases of tlieir own serious illness. The latU'r }»art of 
the (jiiestion does not arise. 

Demanu (»f \ViiiTi:-Si:'n’j.KRs for the (Control of Finances of thb 

K FN YA f 1 OVF.RNFNT. 

872. -Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : fa'i Has 1h<* attention of Govern¬ 
ment [)een drawn to the Taniitnnjika Opinion of the 4th Auy’iist, 1933, 
l^aL>••‘'^ LV '» and -1 pnhlishinir a irKmiorandiiin under the headintr “ Kenya 
Ij('ade!N .M(‘Mio!*a!idinn on White Demands wliieh purports to be a memo¬ 
randum submitted by the leaders of the Kenya Imlian eommunity to the 
l’]*es.ident of the hhist African Indian National Connrress on tlie sul.gect 
fd“ Kenya White Demand for control of tinanecs of the Kenya Govern- 
m<*nt 

(1)'. Has th(* attrition of (rovernmcTit betm drawn to the Presidential 
Aiidress delivcn*d jp tin* Kt*nya Indian rnofficial Gonferenee to consider 
tin :M*rious situation, whicdi is publislu*d in the ToiKpinpikn Opinion of the 
41ii Auf^'usi. at pa^^t* G, under the headijig “ President's Kevealing 

Adfiress at .Alombasa V 

{('' Has the attention of Government been d?*a^^n to the Resolutions 
pa.ss('(l at (he Indian rnolbeial ('onfereiice held at ^lombasa, which are 
published in the Tanpanpikn Opinion, at pa,ir(‘ 5. under th(‘ heading “ A 
('hallenge t(' the Kenya Wiiite Demands ? 

id! Du (h.vernment reali/.i* that an overwlndmiuL^ serious situation 
has arisen in Kenya in reirartl to the future status of the Indian settlers 
in that colony V 

(/) Ai’e (lovernnimit prepared tf> make rt‘prest‘ntatio]iN to the Gov- 
ernme/it in fjondon on (he suhje<‘t of rclit‘ving th(‘ tfOi.sioii ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai ; (f/ \ ib> ami (e*. Yes. 

(d and {(). Tin* attention of the Honourable Menibur is invited to 
the Press Xfde on the sul)je<*t issued un the 11th .Vugust, 1932. 

Di::.!.'iXI) i’(m: ('losi:i; I nion of Past Afkifa iN(’Lri)T.\(; TaN(}Anyik.\ with 

Kenya. 

873. ■■Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : {a) Has the attention of Govern¬ 
ment be<‘n drawn to a leadijnjr article under the heading “ Gloser TYiion 
Menace at i»age 10 of thi‘ Tnnpaniiiha Opinion of the llth August, 1933 ? 

ib) Art* Government aware of the situation arising out of the Kenya 
Whites’ D' lnaml for cmitrol of colonial finance and (’loser Hnion of East' 
Africa including Tanganyika with Kenya so as to give them an over-riding 
voice in the East African Government V 

(e) Arc Govcrnmt'nt aware that the Indian community of Tanganyika 
are opjiosed to any kind of (.’loser rnion of the mandated territory with 
Kenya ? 

(d) Will Government bt* pleased to infonn this House as to how far 
negotiations have be(‘n carried on with the lm])erial Government up to now 
on the siibj(H?t of the (‘loser rnion of East Africa and the question of white 
self-government in Kenya ? 

LS7tiLAD I>2 
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Mr. G. S. Bajpai : (a) and (c). Yes. 

(h) T would invite my llonoiirabJo friend’s attention to the Presa 
Note to which 1 have just now referred. 

(c) So far as the (loveninient of India are awaiv, Ilis iMajesty’e 
Government eontemplate n(» (l(‘i»arture, in the matter of C’loser Union, 
from the decision announced in duly, 1932. 

Pekmission to Mr. Sailexpua X \tii Gii< se, an F.xile, to ueti rn to India. 

• 

874. *Mr. Bhupnt Singf : (r/) Will Government he jdeased to state 
wliell -‘V th**ir att<Mi1ion h- en drawn to tin* letter Air. Sailendra Nath 
Ghose, Presitlenf, Indian National Goie/ress, America, addi’essed to Mr. 

S. (\ Mitra. as published in a Free Press messa^i* from Simla, dated the 
27tli duly, 193:1, reipiesliiijr him and his collea'iues in this Il(»ust‘ to take 
inleresi in !iis case so that he may. on his ^ivin<r reasonabh* undei’takin'^s, 
come liack to !i!s molherlam.l and contribute his sJ!an‘ to h«‘r inip?’('.vemc*nt 
under thn new Constitution ? 

f/y I Have (iov(‘i-iim(‘nt reecived any communication from the Secretary 
of Stale fv.r India, askiiejr tor tlmir oj»iiiiou on the desirahility or otherwise 
of allowing him |o return to this country ? 

(e) WJieii, \v]i,v and under whos{* o!*ders had tiu* exile takeii [ilace ? 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : (u> I havt* si‘en a reference to 
this in the Press. 

(/>) Tlie Secretary of Stale is not i)rei)ared to accede to Mr. (Hiose’s 
reque.st. 

(r) T would invite the Honourable .Me!nf)er*.s attention to th«‘ reply 
given by me to Mr. (Uiya Prasad Singh's <|uestion \o. 7HS nu Hu* 20th 4 
March, 19:13, to which I have nothing to add. 

Mr. S. C. Mitra : Will (invernmmit allow tin* i:en11eman to eome to 
India and then lauiieh a j'r«Kstvut ion iind«*r any sect inn (tf the Penal 
(kide ? 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : His Majesty's Gnvernim*ni do not 
consider it desirabl*- t(y gi'.e this gentleman jmssport facilities lor return¬ 
ing to India. 

Mr. S. C. Mitra : Do not the Government e«>nsider that this 
gentlenuui might create troubles for Great Prifain in (»tbor eouiitrios than 
India ? If he is really guilty, why not prosecute him and convict him in 
a court of law ? 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : I do not think even the gentle¬ 
man Jiimself is anxious to come Jicrc and be jirosecutcd and punished, 
because one of his recjnests is for an amnesty. 

Mr. S. C. Mitra : May I tell the Honourable Member that the man 
is anxious to come here and take the consefiuencos under the laws of the 
land i He has written to me. 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : That is not in accordance with 
the letter which I saw% wdiich w^as addressed either to the Prime Miniater 
or to the British Ambassador in Washington. 
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Hr. 8. 0. Hitra : May 1 take it that Government have no objection 
if the ma?i comes here and is willinf? to accept any punisliment that may 
be inflicted U])on liiin by a competent (^ourt of law ? 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : No, Sir. Tin? decision, when this 
matter \va.s last considered, was tiiat the Govcrniiiont at Home are not 
prepared to give liim facilities for returning to India. 

Tsst^e of New TEN-Iii'erns and Ptvi^IIupee Currency Notes. 

876. '‘Mr. Bhuput Sing : (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
the realms for which tin* new ten rijj)ee and five rui)ee notes were issued ? 

{hi Why is tlie ])a])er of the new notes inferior in cjuality to that 
of the old ones : 

(r) Ar(‘ G()Vf‘rnment awan* that the.se notes run a greater risk of 
beconiintr nmlilaicfl and unfit for use than tin* previous ones V 

(fl'. What w;is th<‘ eo‘-l of preparation of each note previously and 
w])at will it be now ’ 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster .* (a'}, (h''- and ^*). The atten¬ 
tion of the lloiiourahle Meuiln'r i.s invited to the r(‘j)ly given to starred ques¬ 
tion No. :V.]H asked bv .Mr. lladri Lai Hasti<gi on the 1st of Sept(*niber, 

id) Kxael liLnires are not available; but it is antieipated that tlie total 
saving in the cost of pn'paratiou of ten and five ru])(M.‘ notes will amount 
to at least four lakhs per annum in a normal year. 

Kj:AD 1\0 lioOM As.S()(M.\T1(>.\ of A.N IxIUAX IvAILWAY SciIOOL AT J AMALPITR. 

H7ti. "Mr, Bhuput Sing: u/> Will Government l»e pleased to .state 
whetluT tliere is a Heading Ho(»m A.W)eiation of Keshabpur M. E. East 
Indian Jiailvay IJehari S<'hool at damalpiir attached to the said sehool ? 

(/>' If so, is it a faet that one anna is realised from each student as 
suhseri]dion for increasing the st(»ek of hooks of the said Heading Hoora ? 

(f i L Ihdin Ihilakdhari Singh, Seeielary of the Heading Ivoom / 

(d) Are Government aware if : 

(V1 any aceount is kept of the said lv<'ading Hoom by the Head 
Master of tin' Sehool and the Secretary of the Reading Room ; 

Hi) there is any stoek book at present of the Heading Room ; 

{Hi) the stoek book Tiiaintained by the Ex-Secretary, Pandit Madan 
»fha is j)reserved ; 

(/e) it is a fad that this has been changed and alteration and inter- 
j)olations have been made now and then ? 

(f) Was any einpiiry directed into the affairs of the Reading Room 
recently V 

(/) What w<‘re tin* remarks made by the Inspector of Schools, 
BhagaJpiir Division, in his f<»rwardiiig note to the Director of Public 
Instruction, Bihar and ()ris.sa, regarding the present Honorary Secretary 
Of the School and Babu Palakdbari Singh, teacher f 
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{g) any note submitted by Babu Sambhu Prasad Singh, now a 
discharged teacher of the school, to the Inspector of Schools, Bhagalpur, 
directing attention to the niis-mariaged state of affairs of the Beading 
Boom and to some important matters regarding Babu Palakdhari Singh V 
If so, what action was talien on this ? Will Government be pleased to 
place a copy of the said note on the table ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : Government have no information but 1 hav(‘ sent 
a copy of the question to the Agent, East Indian Bailvv’ay, for any action 
he might think it necessary to t^ike. 

Rejection of Applications for Appointments from the Sons and 

Relatives of Postal Officiaijs of the Calcutta Geneilvl Post 

Cffice. 

877. *Mr. D. K. Lahiri Chaudhury : Is it a fact that applications 

for appointments from tin* sons and relatives of the postal officials 
working at the Calcutta General Post Office, wlu) are inhabitants of the 
Dacca, Kajsliahi or Cliiltagoiig Divisions, are rejected by the Presidency 
Postmaster, Calcutta, on tlie ground that they ar(» m)t inhabitants of the 
revenue divisions adjoining Calcutta ? 

(ft) Is it a fact that the Director General has issued such an order ? 

((•} If so, do Government propose to rela.\ this order, allowing sons 
and relatives of the* ])Ost^il officials t^) get a])i)ointmoiits in the Calcutta 
General Post Office ? 

The Honourable Sir Prank Noyce :{a) Gov(*rnment have no in¬ 
formation. 

(/;) and (r)- The Director General has laid it down as a general 
principle that candidates for the snlwirdinate }>ostaI and telegraph services 
must belong to the revenue divisions in which they desire to enlist. Heads ^ 
of Circles are, however, (unpowered to exercise their discretion should 
local conditions make this necessary. The Honourable Member’s suggesr 
tion win however be considered and suitable suj>plementary orders will 
be issued giving Heads of Circles more latitude. 

Retention in Cal(^utta of Babu Aswi.ni Kumar Chowt>iiury, Town 
Inspei^tor of Post Offices. 

878. '^Mr. D. K. Lahiri Chaudhury : (a) Is it a fact that there is a 
standing order to the effect that »Secretari(»N of tlie Postal I'liiorLs will not 
be transferred within one year of their election as 8ecr<*tary ? 

ih) Art' Government aware that Babu Aswini Kumar Chowdhury, 
a Town Inspector of the Calcutta, General Post Office, luus been elected as 
Honorary' Secretary of the (Jalcntta Postal (biion ? 

(r) Is it a fact that he is likely to he transferred out of Calcutta 
due to abolition of selection grade Town Inspectors’ appointinonts in 
Calcutta T 

(d) If so, are Government ])repared to provide for him in one of the 
existing vacancies of the selection grade supervisors in the Calcutta 
General Post Office, so that he can be retained in (-alcutta ? 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : (a) The order, relating to Sec¬ 
retaries of recognised associations, is substantially as stated hy the 
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Honourable Member, but exceptions are permitted in the interests of 
service. 

(ft) and (e). (Government have no information. 

(d) A selection grade Town Inspector has, on the abolition of his 
I>ost, to k' transferred to the ca<lre of sub-divisional Insi)ectors and Head 
(Clerks to KSu])erintfiindents of Post (Jflices and not to the selection grade 
cadre of the general line. (loverninenl therefore regret that they are 
unable to accept the Honourable Meml)er’s suggestion which would be 
unfair to the men in the general line. 

Rejm.A(u:me.\t of-’ Selection (iRade Town Inspectors of Post Ofkk es at 
Calcutta ry Time-Scale Men. 

S7!>. ’'Mr. D. K. Lahiri Chaudhury : Is it a fact that Government 
havt‘ deeid^Ml (o replace the selection grade Town Inspectors of Post Offices 
at Calcutta by time-scale men ? 

<h) Is it a fact that the (’alcutta Postal I’nion made a re])resontation 
to the J‘resid(‘ney l^)stmas1er, Calcutta, to a])point senior time-scale clerks 
as T<»wn Inspectors ? 

(r) Is it a fact tliat in s])ite of the representation from tlie Pnion the 
Pi'csideney Postmaster has at)pointed some junior men as Town Inspectors ? 

•d) Are Government lU’epared to see tliat senior clerks are ai>pointed 
in these posts ? 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : (a^ Yes. in common with selec¬ 
tion grade Town Inspectors at all otlier places. 

(/)) to (d). Government have no information. The matter is 
enlinOy within the <liscn*tion of the Head of the Circle to wliom a copy 
of 1h(‘ <iu(*s1ion and (»f this reply is being sent. 

I'^ORWARl) POLU'Y OK GOVERNMENT ON THE XoRTtt-WEST P''R0NTIEK P»0RI>ER. 

S8(). ’*Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : Will Government be pleased to 
state llieir poli<'y in eonneetion with the f<»rward policy adopted on the 
North-We.st Frontier border V 

Mr. B. J. Glancy : The policy of the Government of India is to 
maintain the peace nf tlie border and foster good relations witl^ the 
tribes in tlie hope that in time civilisation will spread graduall.v through 
tlie tribal area. For further particulars regarding this policy, 1 would 
invite tin* attiMilion of the Honourable ^lember to tlie speecli made by 

Sir D(‘iiys Bray on the nth March, 1923, in this Assembly. 

Report of the Tariff Board on Glass Industry. 

881. ’''Mr. A. Das : om Is it eovivet that the TaritT Board siibniitted 

its report on the glass industry in the United Provinces to Government 

early in PKDJ H* not, wIumi do they ])ro])ose to submit it *• 

i/>) If the reply to the first part of (a) he in tlie affirmative, have 
Government considered the report ? 

(r) When do they propose tr publish Uie same ? 

(d) Why has there been so much delay in its publication ? 
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The Honourable Sir Joseph Shore : (a) The Report was submitted 
in March, 1933. 

{h), (c) and {d). It is still under the consideration of the Govern¬ 
ment of India. In the ineantiine, representations have been received 
from the ^lass industry for protection under the Safe^uardinj^ of Indus¬ 
tries Act, 1933, and these are under examination. 


MOTION FOR AT)JOrRX:\IENT. 

ALLE(}Kn ScrRRiLors Artiolk in TiiK Jhiihf (iazvttv RF. Mahatma GAM»ni. 

Mr. President ('Hie llonourahle Sir Shanimikhain ('hetty) ; I liave 
\noN received a notice from Mr. B. R. Puri that In* pro¬ 
poses to ask for leave to make a motion f«»r the 
ad.iournniont of the business of the House today for tin* purposi* <3* dis- 
enssinj];' a dt tinite iiLatt»*r of luwnt juihlic imjiortance as follows : 

‘*Tnr iinsjil isr.Ncfjirv rriHii's ti <»m Ik'IijiIT (»I‘ (JovrrniiK'iil to sl.invl •jO<’stir)n 
No. 7.S7, osked Ly -Mr. Lulc'hand Nnvalrai, ndatini; to a s<'urrilous artirk* in tin* IhiHy 
dalod ttu* iMli Aiif^unt lu.st, and the attitude and jt<di('v of (.hiw rnni'nit as 
disidosud 1)\ those rej)lies. ” 

! Iiave to iiKjnire if any ITonourahh* Memln'i* has any ohjeedion tfs this 
motion. 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore (Leader of the House) : Sir, I am 
ohliyfod to y(tu for iuf(»riniii<r me as to wliicli notice T am to reply to. My 
IL'iionrahje friend ]Mr Puri, has, J lliiiik, tiivmi notiei^ of a mimher of 
mol ions—til i'M* allo<retli(‘r-and 1 was a little uiu'ertain as to wliieh of 
these we had lo deal with, dud^diitr from the number of these notiees, my 
llonourahle fruMid. 1 tliink. wa-- jioi v:ui‘(* nf his u’j’fmud and 1 \.‘nliii*e to 
.snbi‘!’i find tin i'e is --ome reason for his anxiety. In so far as his motion 
relates, to the alh‘jr(‘d misati.sfaetnry re]dies <riven hy Government yester¬ 
day, i ‘‘Ubmit that it is, in ae('ordane<* with the ridinfr of the (’hair "iven 
reefMitly, out (»f order. The (pieslion to which those replies relate must 
its(*lf In- related, aees>rdin^ to your ruliim. Sir, to a matter of recent 
oeenrreiiee. Tlii'*; (lueslioii. Sir, has nd'enmee to the publieation of an 
ai-tieie whicli. I understand, saw tlie li*rht of day on the 18th August. 
1 'Ubmit. ihen'fore. tliat in virtue of your own rulin*? this is not a matter 
of reeent neeurienee within tlie meanintr of Rule 12. But, in whatever 
fonu my llonourahle friend, may have eouelied Ids notice, wliat lie really 
wants, 1 submit, is to discuss the allej^ed unsatisfaetory repli‘*s which were 
priven y'*st' rd:iy. In atte]n[)tinir to pro hohind tlie ruiinir of the (3iair, 
I ventui-<* if) sii])mil that that has made his ease v<*ry much woi-se. The 
urprent inaiPT wideh he now snpj^ests should be diseus.sed is the altitude 
and tin* policy (T tlie Government in respect of the administration of 
certain enaelnients of this Ticprishitiire. Now. that policy did not come 
into existmice yc^jerday or last month or last year. It is the normal 
policy which has been adopted by the Governmmil of India for a con¬ 
siderable lime. That policy, therefore, T submit, is not a matter of re¬ 
cent occurrence within the meaninpr of Riilo 12 of the Heprislative Rules. 
What ray TTonourable friend really means to do is to attack the Govern¬ 
ment for not having? directed the Local OoviTTiment to launch a prose¬ 
cution in respect of an article which was published so lonp ago as the 18th 
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August. I submit that it was open to my Honourable friend or any 
Member of this llous<ii to have obtained information and to have made 
this motion on the tirst day of the Session or immediately thereafter. 
In tJiis eoiiiiection, may I read your own ruling which, 1 think, is entirely 
relevant to the present case : 

“ 11’ llojiourabJe Mfiiibors ;in* not in full poHHfssion of tin- fact.s jrg.irl 

to ;i p.*irti<*nl:ir «‘as(* ninl if no short u<iti<*(* is takori of that, what they 

Hhould do is actually to ask for the leave of the House to move the 
a<ljtmrnment motion an«l then ask the leavj* of the House for }>eniiissioii to 
waive ob.jet'tion on the (jiu^stion of nr^eney until full facts are available 
to all Honourable Members. If that eourse is ado])t(Ml and, if tin* (Miair 

is satisfied that it is a proper case, ne<'essarv jierniissioii coui l be yi\en 

to move the motion on a later date.” 

Sir, for tln*s(‘ reasons, 1 submit that the motion is out of order. 

Mr. B. R. Puri <'\V(‘st Punjab : Non-Muhammadan > : Sir, after hear¬ 
ing: llif Honourable tin' Lead(*r of the House in tile slmrt speech in 
which lie has j:ivt*ii us the benefit of bis view as to the inTeri>rt*tation of 
llie rule whiidi governs tlie admissibility of the motions for adjournment 
of the House, I eonfe.ss I feel (juite nneonvinet‘d of the foree nf his (.hjee- 
tion. I am not se(‘kiiig tlx* adjonrnnnnit ol the House on the ground 
that the (Hiveriimeiil yesterday, on the floor of this House, tendered 
unsatisfactory n‘plies to a certain set of cpiestions which were put to 
them. Ii('t it lie very eh'arly uu(h‘rst<H»d by the (lovtu'iuuent that I am 
not askiiitr the permission of the House* for the ad,iouninu*ut of the House 
on that gntuiid. .\or. Sir, am 1 st‘eking the adjournnu*!!! nf tlu* Hniise 
on the gmiiml that, as far hack as the iMh Angnst. there was a parti- 
(Milar article of a parti<‘ular eharac'ter which was j)nhlished in Karachi 
ill a particular jiaju*!*. I am not s(*«*king. again I sulunit. the adjourn¬ 
ment (‘f the House nil that ground. .iM^cansc* that would not ht* a !‘»*eent 
event. I would he wholly out (»f court if I siuight, at this time of the day, 
after the Assemhiy has l-eeu in Session from tlx* 22ud of last month, to 
grant me permission to discuiss a matter which 1 could liave hrouglit to the 
uotier of the House* on the* Nery opening ilay of tlie As.sembly Ses,sion. 
1 e*()iife'ss tliat I will he* wliolly out e»f enurl if 1 aske*d this ” aeijeuirnmout 
on any enie of tlx'se* groumls. Tlx* grouiul on which I am seeking the 
adjourinne'iit of the Hotise is very simple aiul 1 will ask tlie Ilononralde 
tlx* Leade*r of tlx* House to note my woi;<ls. i.c., the* attitude* of (lov- 
<*rnnx*n1. as elise'hised hy a certain s(*t of re*]di(‘s which we*re give*n ye'ster- 
thiy Ne>w. tlx* inie'iiirctation eif Ihe* llemoiirable Me*ml)er of the 
|)olie*y of the (Jove*rnine*!it is that, it cannot he* re(*e*n1 and it must be 
deeiix'd to he* spread over a long time and cover a very wiele* area hnth in 
space* as we*ll as in time. Tliat is pe*rliaps eeirreet, and if 1 had e*e>nfinod 
tile greiund for my adjournment motion merely and solely to the 
“ jtoliey ”, perhaps. I might have lM*en out of court again, lint. Sir, 
the ” attitude* ” as eiistingni.slied frenn ” policy ” is a definite act and 
I re(jn<*st this House* to appreciate the distinction between the 

“ policy ” and a particular “ attitude which is a .s])eciflc act and a 

specific incident, and which in the preewnt ease came to the light for the first 
time yesterday in Hie course of the interpellations. My Honourable friend 
lias mise.oneeived tlx* identity of Hie word “ matter ” as iLsed in the Stand¬ 
ing Order. The confusion has arisen, because Government think that I am 
seeking to have a contain “ matter discussed, which in fact T mn not. 

I am not seeking to discuss the unsatisfactory nature of the replies nor 
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the piiblieation iis such of a certain article. What T in fact propose lo 
discuss is the “ attitude ” of tlie (Tovernment which came to li^ht for 
the first time to our frreat ama/.cment and liorror. namely, that tin* (Jov- 
ornineut, under the circumstanc(*s disclosed, were not pre])arod lo intx‘rfer(» 
ill the matter and were to treat the wliole incident with supreme irnlitl’tT- 
eiice That, Sir, is tin" true position and, I snhinit. that my motion is [-er- 
fectly in order. 

Mr. S. C. Mitra ((diitt.nproniLr and Kajshaln Divisions : N(»n-Muham¬ 
madan Rural) : My ITononrahlt* friend, Mr. Puri, has made it clear that 
the object of his motion for adjournment was to cen.snre Governrin*nt on 
their failure to exerci.se their powers of su])erintendence. direel icm and 
control in this very important matter as disch>sed in the n‘ply to the (pies- 
tion yesterday. We all expected that wIumi this ijarticular matter was 
brouprht to the notice of the (tovernment of India, they would (‘xercise 
their ])Owers of snperintendenee, direction and control when the Uouihay 
Government liad failed in the discliarjre of their duties. It is tins parti¬ 
cular attitude of tlie Government, as lias been clearly t‘X])lained. that is at 
issue and it is an nrprent matter of ]mhlie importanei* and. 1 submit; that 
this motion should be allowed. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shanmiikham Ghetty) : The 
first objection 7*aised liy the TTcmonrahle tin* Leader of the TIonse to the 
motion is based n])on a rnliu" ‘riv(*n by the diair not very lonjr aj^^^ that 
th*^ mere unsatisfaetor^^ nature of ilie r<*])ly to a (pn^stion will not iiy itself 
be a sufficient jrround for movinjr the adj(»urinnen1 of tlie Hons<‘ irr<*s|»eetive 
of the orij?inal subject matter with wliieh the (piestion was concerned. 

8 ) far as that objection is (*one(*rned. the TTononi'ahle Member, !Mr. Puri, 
ha. made it eh'ar that it is not his int(*ntion to cmisun* G(>veriiment on 
this motion merely on the unsatisfactory reply that they p^ave to the W 
(jiiestion. Tlie Ghair takes it that the reference to the unsatisfaetory reply 
in th(‘ motion is only by way of explanation to what follows in tin motion 
ilsi'if, namely, the attitmh* and policy of Government as disclosed in that 
nnsatisfactory rcjily. So, the (^hair lias now to decide as to whether an 
adjournment mol ion for the inirpose of een.snrinpr Government on their 
attitude and [loliey, as disclosed in a certain reply, is in order iimler the 
‘•uies. The Ghair has to find out whether it is a definite and urprenl matter 
of jMihlie importance. Now, the attitude of Government in this resjicel is 
cei'tainly a matter of juihlie importariet', and it is also definiti*. because, 
the ( liair takes it tliat it is tin* intention of tlie Jloiionralile tlie ]\Iov<‘r to 
eeij'^ure Government for their failure to exercise* th(*ir ])ovvers of sujierin- 
tornk nee and control (Hear, hear) in Hie matter wliieh, in their o])inion, 
seriniisly affects the peace (d’ the eonntry. To that (*xtent, therefmv. Hie 
question sonprlit to be rai.sed is definite. It is nrpr’eiit, because tliat policy 
and attitufle were disebiscd ouly yesterday to this House. On a prf‘vic)us 
oet'.ision, (111 liH‘ i?Ist March, 1929, an adjournment motion lo discuss the. 
policy of tlic Government in sanetioiiiiijr wholesale raids and arrests in 
different fiarts of India was held to he in order. That shows that thouprh 
j^en»*ially the policy of the Government cannot bi‘ eonsidered to lu* one of 
recent oeeurrenee", occasions may arise when tin* jxdiey and attitude of 
Government may become a matter of urgent public imjiorUiiwe. The 
Honourable the Jjeader of the Hou.se said that this policy of Government 
did not come into existence yesterday and was not a matter of recent 
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oifcurr It is quite j)<)ssib]e that Government might have consistently 

followed Hiis policy to their knowledge, but that knowledge might have 
eonjt^ to liie possession of the House only yesterday. There! »ro, tuider 
thos< circiunstanees, this motion is in order. (Apj)laiise.) As objection 
has been taken, the Chair would recptest tliose Honourable Mendxu’s, who 

in favour of leave being granted, t(* rise in their places. 

rMf)re than 25 Members stood in theii plae<*s.j 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shanmukham Clietty) : As not 
k\ss than 25 .MeitilnTs have risen, I deelan* that h*ave is granted and that 
the motion will he taken up for dLseussion at 4 i*.m. this afternoon. 

Tin* House will now resume discussion on the Kesenx* Bank l>i)l. 

THE RESEKVE BANK OF l.VDTA lULL. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh (Mu^calVarp ir ran/ Champai’an : Xon-Muham- 
rnadan) : Sir, when I was speaking yesterday. I was Irving to d«*ve]op the 
p(»int that the estahlishinent of a Slate Bank was conducive to tlie ])est 
int'.-rests of tin* country. As tlie ]>rop(>Ned I>ank will have to Iransaet 
cxt(*nsive business in din*en*fit directions, the confidence of the ])e(>ple will 
not be secured if tlie Ihiiik is a private bank v itli •shareholders. 'I'ln’ woj*k 
of curi'ency and exchange ought, in tin* fitness of things, to lx* the conec-rii 
of the Federal (»ov(‘rn]in‘nt ami of the Federal Legislature. Therrfore, 
any institution of this kind which is divorced from the eoiitro] of the 
]'Vd(‘ral Ijcgislature will not In* acceptable to tin* peoplt* of tliis country, 
and will not be eondu(*ive to their inte?-ests. With ref(‘renee to this ]K>int. 

I shouhl like to give the oi)inion of Mr. John Maynard Keynes. In his 
book on “ Indian (5irn‘n<*y and Finance 1921 edition, at page 225 he 
says : 

“ .\t till* prem'iit tiim* tlu* arguiiK-nts in favour of a StrUv Ii;ink for Imiiii ;tre very 
strong, far str(»ugcr tlmu they witc in ls»*7 or even in lSl>S. The Goverinneiit have 
taken (jver so iiiauy of tlif fimctions of a ('ontral B:iiik that they eannot wisely negleet 
the The ii<»tc is.sin* of growing iiiiportniiee, the iiianagenieiit of the Government’s 

ea.sli l*al;»nrt s, the n giilations of the foreign exehaiiges. all these are controlled together 
ami tre.Mt«*<! as .m whole.” 

Afterwanls he has summarised in the next page the arguments in favour of 
a State lb*ink. I am not g(»ing to burden my speech with any further 
(piotations with regard to the argnimmts wdiieh Mr. Keynes has advanced. 
Beeently, I underslaml, .Mr. Keynes, in Ids ntemorandum to the (’hamber- 
lain (k)inndssion, had urged tliat the (’entral I»ank f»)r India slujidfl be a 
Shite Bank and not a Slian*holders* Ib-mk. Sir. m'lie among tin* linaneial 
experts in this country seems to favour a Shareliolders^ Bank. Mr. C. S. 
Kangaswaird, a financial exjn»rt of rt*putation, in his article which w'as 
c<)ntrihiite<l to tlie Wtrkljf. dat<»d 4th Septembi*r, has urgoj the 

establishment of a Stale l>ank and not a Shart'liolders' Bank. In the 
course of that article, he says : 

“ Tin* lost is the j)i(»)»l(‘in Tlnnk r# ' s*//,s* SlmrehohUTs ’ Hmuk. On this issue, 

to urge till’ virtues of ;i Ihmk is fntilo Mini prolitlrss ;is. from the beginning, the 

Government of Jinliji h;ivi* Is'en o|)])OseiI to ;i Sfjitc B;mk .■iml tlu* Lomion 'ominitrce 
has unaaimrinslv (lecicb*d in favour of a Sl»ari*hol(li*rs’ B;iiik. However, developments, 
Bnliseijnent to tlie Ijomlon disenssiiins, are oi a character as to necessitate a more careful 
consideriition of t.liis ({iie.stioii. 'Phe I'innnrlal Stws, in -\ir Mail week, has ri'ferrt-d to 
a scheme whieh the j)r(*sent Conservative (lovernim'nt are contemplating with a view to 
make the Hank of Kiigland assume :i form midway between its present status as a 
Bhareholdors ’ institution and the dream of the Socialists of a nationalised central bank* 
ing institution. * ’ 
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Evoii if we assiiine for a moment tliat there are virtues in a Share- 
ho)de?*s' Mank of this nature. I Avould su^jrest tliat tin* Stiide slnuild liave 
at has! a moiety of llie slian‘s in this Shareholders’ Hank, or it may he 
froe to huy up the sliares when neeessary at some future date. There 
SiKudd also be a. restrietion that the shar<‘holders shouhl not he allowed to 
transfer their sliares to non-nationals. Such a restrietion exists in similar 
Ihinks of many otli(*r eountries in the world. In the Xethrrlands, Denmark, 
(’Z(‘eho-Siovakia, eie., votiuir ri«rhts are (‘xereised by nationals of tlie 
e(*!jiJtj*\, and, in tiie eliarter of tin* Lithuanian Central Dank, it is pr«)vi(ied 
tioil foroiij’ners (amnot h(»l(l mon* than one-third of the ea])ital. A furtlier 
safe^nai'd jirovided by eertain ehartei*s is that only nationals are eliirihle 
to hold offiee in the (’eiiti’al Dank. There is no sueh restrieiion iii the 
j>repos;ils m;ub‘ in tin* Dill. Then also then* must be a elause tliat the 
ma,)oi*ity of the Dir(‘ehn*s must bo Indians ur of hidian domieile. Sir Dasil 
.]iiaek(*tt. when he introduc'ed his l»ill in ('oneeded this point. In the 

oPi'.'ial ropoi-t (.d' tlio Lej^islativt* Assembly, dated the *»l)th An.Li’Mst, 1927, 
he stated a.s folhovs : 

Mav I say that 1 shall Ik* perfot-tly 'viiliiijilj to a<hl to the draft ami'iidnients I 
have tliat no oio-, wlm is imt an ln<li:;n or a British subject oitlinarily resident in India, 
should hnve a vote.” 

So I take it. this ])oinl has been eoneedt‘d liy (Jovei’nment tbi'insei 
and i am surprised to find that there is no refen‘n(*t* to it in tlie Dill 
i»i*es('ni(*<l now by tlio Finam'i* M(*mber. Theothei* point to wbieh I should 
like to r(*ft‘r is the ajiiH-ement with tin* imperial Dank. It is proposed 
that lh<‘ Inijierial Dank will aet as tin* sole ap:ent for tin* Keservi* Dank. 
Tlii'. will a(i<l to tin patronaLn* wliieli the Imperial Dank enjoys at the 
liaiiiis of (ioNornment, and the position <d' the indiirenons banks of Hit* 
eounlry Avill lx* j)r«*earitdis. "Idie indi^^f*nous banks r(*(|uire special faeili- 
tii's Tor development, and I should think that there should be some siiitable 
provisioji iiistn-ted in any a^'reeiiieiil whieli mi^lit be entered into Ix'tweeii 
the iJes(*rve Dank of !m(ia ajid tlie Imperial JJatdv, safejruardiiijr tin* 
rnaio interests of the iiidi^^enoiN baiikinj; sy.st(*m. 1 should like akso to 
ask uliy it is jirojiosed to eonter this boiietil only on the Imperial Dank of 
India. Tt is also proposed. Sir, that the Keserve Daidv of India should 
liaAO no hraiich of its own in London and that it should tra)isaet its 
busiii(‘ss tlirou^’h the London brain-h of the Imjierial Dank. Tliis also is 
open t(» olijeetion. The Inijierial Dank is dominated by Kiirojiean interests, 
aji'i the intere.sts of tin* iiidijreinnts banking or^^anisations in this eoiiritry 
will jiot be adequately pr()1eet(*d if fin* j)ro])o.sal for the afrreemf'iu with the 
Imperial Daid\ is earried into etfeof. 

1 would next i(*fer. Sir, to the ratio (piestion which also finds a place 
in. the i’(*port of the London (‘ommiftee. i liav(* no d(‘sire to di" up the 
buried bones of a de<nl eoufroversy wbieh rajred round this question a 
few years haek, but I must say that the suj^’jjestiou not to reojien this (pies- 
lion is one wJiicli eannot he aeeejded in the best interests of this country. 
Now, Sir, in tlie Mansfield Commission report wliieli was submitted as far 
haek as iSfiti, this question was dealt with at some lerifTth : 

“ The (VnninisHion v;;is aj)])oiiit('fl by Ibc Govonuneiit of India on tiu* Srd February, 
1800, witti Sir WUliairi Mansfield as C'hairman, and it was the first of its kind set up 
in India. The Commission distinguished itself by making as early as 1866 two impurtfint 
recommendations, vii'., (1) the introduction of a ‘ universal note \ and (2) the introduc¬ 
tion of a gold currency. The first recommendation was carried out in 1909, when, for 
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th»* first time, thn fivf! rupeo note was m;wJe * universal ^ for the whole of In^lia, the 
Mcconri roeoiiiijienrlation forms the Hubject of acute controversy and doubt at tin* present 
time.” 

I am r(*forriiijr to a v(‘ry useful l)ook, ‘‘ The Monetary Problems of 
India by Mr. li. .Iain, which 1 would connnend to Honourable Members 
iVu- perusal. 

Th<* 11 (‘rsehell Pomiriission in 181)2 recommended the ratio to be fixed 
at 1.'‘. 4</. What does tin* r(‘])ort of the London (‘omjnittee stale on this 
])o.’nt ? 'J’hey say as follows : 

” \Vr tljot tln' only sound ctuirsi* for Tiiiiia is to nniiain on tin* sU*rliug 

standard. On tlinl InisiH the cxchaiifrc obli^ntioii.s incf)r|»or;ited in the Bill nin.st neces¬ 
sarily I'f in Mccord wltli the rui>e(‘ strriinf; ratio evisting: :it the time when the Bill is 
introduced. ’' 

Sir, I will now refer llonoiirahle Memh<*r.s to some of the ]»ropo.^:ds of 
ihe London Committee. They n*eommend that a tninority of tlio Loard 
should be !n>minfiter! I»y tie* (loverm.r (omeral in ( 'ouneil ninler ili'* ]>r‘s‘*Tit 
Constitution, and by the (iovenior Ctunn-al at his di'-ci*<*lion uoder the new 
Const it lit ion. Sir. the (governor fieneral in Couneij ;if I he pi'esent moment 
is not constitijtionally j‘*‘sponsihJe to tliis House, wliile tin* Kinam'ial 
Minister of the furture will 1 h‘ res])oiisihle to tlte Federal Letrislature as well 
a- t<' the Fe(l(‘ra! Coverniiient, and I .see no reason why this diserimination 
has been soiitrhi to In* mado in this partieidar reeommendation. The T’orri- 
niiltee also reeonimends that tiie first app(»intnn*nt of Directors slnmld be 
made by the (loveriinr (i<*n<‘ra] in Conneil. This also is o[>eii to very seri(»us 
ol>j(‘etion. Why sliould Direetors be appointed by the Governor Gem*ral in 
Conneil ? If tliis is to he a Shar<*holder.s’ Ibndv, the .sliareJiolders tliem- 
M'lNes must liave the power to appoint their own Directors. 

There is also one point to which 1 should like to make a passiiiL^ refer- 
**n('e. It has been claimed by my Honourable frituid, the Financ(‘ ^Member, 
that the proposal in tlu' Dill that the ditferent Imlian States slionbl fall 
iniiy difl'erent ireogrrapliieal areas is an improvmiient. I suhinit. Sir, tliat 
it is md an improveim'nt as it is ma<le to apfirar. Formerly tlit‘ Indian 
Slates wer(‘, if I renimnber arisrht, propt>M*d to be included only i.n the 
Delhi province, where they conid have exercised tlieii' influencf* in the 
sejet'tion of Direetors ; Iml m w, under the present ])roposa.l, the infiiumce 
of these States can be exercised in all the five pre(>»rraj)hieal areas Into which 
tills country is songrht to he <livide<l, and their iiifluein'c will he i*xi‘rcised 
in(*re or less over the wliole tield of those areas. In that sense fijso. tliis 
jiroposid does not seem to be an im])re.vemenl. There is atndher ]iroposal 
iliat the jirofit of the sale of jJTold must beloiiir to the Iveserve Dank. My 
opinion is that the profit of the sale of prold must ]>elongr to th<‘ Stale, 'fhe 
liC'serve l>ank may utilise that money by way of loan, but the iin.prierary 
rijfht of the ])rofit must b'elouj: to the State and not to the Peserva' Dank. 

As 10 the other recommendation of the Report, as re'^arcls the appoint¬ 
ment of Ihe Governor and Deputy Governor or Deputy Governors, the 
majority of the lioiidon (’ominiftee hold that the Governor Genera! in Ids 
discretion should lie the appoinfiiip: authority when the new Constitution 
comes into forci*. Here, aprain, the (Umimittee liavi* made a dislinetion 
between the Governor General in Council under the present Constitution 
and the Governor Gent‘ral alone in his disc^retion in the future Federal 
Constitution. The minority of the Committee, however, hold tliat these 
appointments should be made by the Board of Directors subject to the 
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approval of Mo* GoN’ciaioi- General. Tlio opinion of Mio minority seems to 
be an impi*ove?nent upon Mu* proj)osal set forth by the majority on this 
]Joint. 

There is only one little point Avhieh I should like to rais<^ before this 
11 oiisi*. Why is this liuny Tor tlie estahlishnu*ht of a Iteserve Hank in 
India far in advanee of the time wlien tlie Federal Lefrislature 
is siipj)osed to eonie into existenee and to be fniietioiiin^ ? The Se(*retary 
of Sitale for India said tliat eentral responsibility depended npOTi the 
pro(>er fnnetioninji of tin* lieserve Ihink. 1 should like to k/iow Avhal 
inherent eonni*e1ion there is l.>etw(‘en responsibility at th(‘ (kmtre and the 
i'linetioniiiji' of tin* Reserve l>ank. *811' Tej llahadiir Saprn, M.-* dayakar 
aijd oth(*rs piotrsttvl against this ]M>siti(/n bein^ assitriied to rh * Reserve 
I'iani: with roL^ard to thi* fill me (\»nstitntion of India Tin* Iteserve Bank, 
as I state-l at tlie outset in my sjieeeli, on ]>ro]»er lin(‘s would be an institu¬ 
tion whieh we should all w(‘leome ; but, frajn(‘d as it is. it is o])en lo objec- 
li('ij on ditfeivnl points. 1 havi* nn‘rely tided to indieate soiin* of the points 
to whieh objeetion mi<rht lx* raised. The li4*s<‘rve Rank niusl- be a Res(*rve 
Bank, in tin* protier s(‘nse. It shouUl not be a pi-eservi* bank ;o jireserve 
the vt*sted interests of f(u*(*i^n eajiitalists. Tin* pro|)osal. as adumlirated 
in this Bill, seems to make it a sort of preserve bank and not a Reserve 
Bank. 

Mr. T. N. Ramakrishna Reddi (Madras ceded Dislrii'ts and Ghittoor : 
Non-Miihamiiiadan Rural) : Sir, the Honourable tlie Finance M(‘mber, 
in introdueinjr this Bill, said that he was followiin^ tin* pn‘ci‘di*n1 set 
Tip by his predecessor in the matter of the ))roceduia‘ In* was adojitintr ; 
and, then, he inov(‘(l a motion for i-'ferrinL^ this Bill to a floint Fom- 
mittee of botii Houses. If he proposes to follow preeedent, I may also 
reqii(*st him to hav<‘ Memh<*rs on tin* doint (.dnnmitteo as on the ^ 
previous oecasioii, and not IH as now projiosed ; and I hojn* be will 
apree to Ibis tiuniber beim^ added. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster (Finance Member) : If that is 
the general view of (lie Hoii'so in the eourse of this dc'bale, speaking on 
behalf of tin* Oovernnn*n’, wo slionhl he inrfectly prc'pared lo adopt 
that course, and I should ask you, JSir. in <lue eourse to allow an amend¬ 
ment to that effect to bo niovod. 

Mr. T. N. Ramakrishna Reddi : 1 am lliankful to tlio Government 
for accepring tliis small anieiidnimit. I; is tvitJj gr(*al 1 ri'jiidation that 
J havo to (q/pose the motion of my revered friend, Mr. Vidya Sagar 
Pandya, wdio i.s a doyen in the financial Avorld, for sending out this Hill 
for circulation. If I difu^r from such a gr(‘at authority, it is only on 
some valid and substantial grounds. My first ground is that an 
identical Bill wdiich was introduced in P.)27 Avas sent for circulation and 
there is jiJready abundance of public ojiiiiion llial lias been extirtissed upon 
it which can be had if Miunbers re(|uire it. Again, if it i.s said that much 
time has (‘lapsed since then and that so many tremendous changes in mone¬ 
tary values liav(‘ occurred in the world .suhsefjU(*nt to that time, my reply 
is that it is v(u’y reccnVly that the (iov(‘rnm(*nt appointed the Banking 
Inquiry Committee, composed of very ahh^ fnianciers, including, Sir, 
yourself, which went about tin* country, made a tliorough inquiry, 
examined witnesses who were exports in financial matters, and published 
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their n'porl ; and evt^n that r(‘poit strongly reeominends the establish¬ 
ment of a U.(*s(;rv<* Jiank as fhi* only j)anaeea for all the ills to trade, 
commerce and aj^riciilture this country is Kiifl'erin^ from. 

Tlu'se ar(‘ not niy only .Lrronn.ds for rny |)ressinf>: for takinjjr up this 
Bill immediately. I have jrot stroiiL^er irroiinds. I am an agriculturist, 
and 1 re})res(‘nt 1he inl(M-osts of the acrieulturists. Xoi)ody will (hmy 
the fat't that India is pre-erninenily an ajri’ieultural country, and manj^ 
millions of the pi*oiil(* de])end upon tlie »;{)od prices they }>ret for tlieir 
agricultural products. In sucii an airricultural coimtry as India, there 
is a seasonal <lemand for the ••x])aiision of the currency. Kxpausir)n of 
eurrtuicy is necessary only in some partiinilar seasons, when there is 
abundanec of cro|> in the liainis of tin* farnn*!- and the croj) rcqiiir(*s to 
he mov«‘d from one place io ainuln*r so tlial the [>rodiicers may tr«‘l t^ood 
j)i‘ic.es for tin* ci“oj)s. A government wlij(‘h does not do hanking l)usiiiess 
and which is only a <*nJT<*ncy aiitliority is jiot expected to kJiow the 
st*asoiial c(mditi()ns oi* tin* seasonal demands for tin* expansion of the 
currency. It is only a hank which do(*s credit op(*ratioiis that (*an under¬ 
stand the position. The liank note issue o(*ii,.nilly is l)as(*d iip^ni the 
hu^iin's^ trafisactions. and it will expand or c(mtract aecordiii^z to the 
seas<mal net*ds ajid hein'e a hank, like tin* Reserve Bank, which is 
entrusted not only '\'ith ert*dit ot»erations, Imt also witli the issue of 
(•iirrt‘ii<*y. is very necessary, hi*cause it will be in a position to know the 
seasonal demand for expansion of enrreiny. Mr. Kisch i’.i liis ])ook 
on “ ('eiitial Bank sa.x**: this 

“ (i(»V( rmiu-iit .'irt* net ns sensitivi- ns n hank In the eeiniitious iu the fiiini'einl and 
(‘(jininiM. I.'I woriii. 

It is the hank that is tin* barometer to .lud^o* tin* necessity for this 
expa?>sjon. llcn(*e. Sir, a haidN. such as is proposed to la* established, 
is fpiit‘‘ t*sseiitial fop Imlia. 

is, a^ain, another reasoTi why the aerrienlturists want a 
TJo.serv'* l>ank to In* **stah]ishe<l at as early a dati* as ).osslhle. Wt* all 
know that the (Jovernmeiit eolleet hisls just alioip tin* time wlieii the 
affrieulturists pet their crons on liaiid. 1 fio )n>t Ivuow ilie conditions 
ohlaininu:- in (dltcr provim-e^ hut, in npv I’n*sid(*ney, tin* collection of 
In'sffi In'Lrius from Dect'inlier and irocs up to April. Tliat is Jnst the time 
when tin* apri(*ultiirisls n-et th 'ir crot)s on hand and they hnvi* in ]>ay 
tl)(*ir I'isfs, and, ther«*forc, they have to S(‘ll tln*ir ero]»s at whatever 
y)ri(*»* thay can pet, ainl it is cx:n*ily the time when tin* creditoi*s will 
also sit lipht ovej* tliem and eolle<‘t tiieir dues. Tln*refore, the poor 
apriculturists are forced to sell their produee at whatever priees they 
can pet to pay up the (lovernmenf dues as wt‘ll as to satisfy their 
creditors. At prestmt the (lovernment are carryinp on their collection 
M'ork by means of treasury oyierations. Of eours(*. the Imperial Bank 
i« autliorised to oyien hranehes and io undertake treasury transactions 
on behalf of the (Toverument, but yet. Sir. at present there are only 
about 100 or 120 brnuches of tlie Imperial Bank, and they are very 
small in number when compared to tlie vast size of the eomitry. There¬ 
fore, almost all the taxes that are heinp colleeted po to the treasuries 
with the result that erores of rup<*es have been withdrawn from 
circulation and locked up in tliese treasuries, and this money ultimately 
perhaps poes to the eofTers of the Secretary of State and then lent out 
in the Uniled Kinpdoni at favourable rates of interest. However, that 
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may be, the net result is that so much of the currency lias been locked 
up in these Ooveriinu'iit treasurit's, and ther(‘ is a contraction of the 
currency in tlie country. When there is a contraction of tin* currency, 
as every economist knows, prices oT commodities will ^o down, and 
hence it is the ajrrieultnrist who sulVers from tliis contraction. On the 
other hand, if all this money is placed in the liands of the (\*ntral Haidt, 
it can ajrain flow out of the bank and iret into circulation in. its transac¬ 
tions with the farmers with its creditors or with otlier hanks. Thus the 
money will he in circulation in the country itstdf. and it will tend to 
raise the jiriee of aj^rieultural prodiiei*. all tlies*- reascuis, Sir, I 

strongly recommend that there slioidd he a Reserve Hank estalilished 
in this eoun.try as early as pttssihle. 

Then, Sir, the llonoiirahle tin* Finan4'‘* M(*mh<‘r. whili* introducing’ 
the Hill yesterday, said lliat it had h4‘4‘n aureedl that th * Ik-inl:. -f it was 
to he established, shouhl he fret* from |»o1iti<*al influences, ami llie llefiort 
(d‘ tliat packed Oommitte(‘ nf Lomooj ha«l also stated in para;*raph 3 
that they fully a<-(‘epte(] the pi-im'iph* that tin* h’l-scrvi* Hank ''houhl he 
free from any kind of political iniim*nee. lint. Sir, neitlmr tin* Ih’fairt 
nor the Ihmotiralile the Kinane<* Memla*!* lias e\plaim‘<l to ns what lliat 
“ political influence " means. If it means lliat the Ass«*nihly or its 
representatives or the ]>(diiicians of the country, whe hav»* no knowh*dge 
of financial matiiTs, sliould not interfere with tin* day to day working of 
the Reserve Hank tliat is to he set Ufi, than I entirt*ly agn*!* witli the 
Finance Member that such influernM* is m»i h(*ne(ici{il for th^* good of 
the working of the Reservi* Hank ; hut if it is meant that Iln*n‘ sliould 
not })(? even a single repn*sentativ4* of this House, however (‘mim*n.t he 
may he in the finaneial world, or as tin* R(*port wants, it should he a 
Shareholders’ Ih*ink and not a StaK* Hardx. then, in that ease. I heg^o 
differ. How can it he free from p<»litica] inflm*ncf* at all ! The cr)r..;ti- 
tutiori of tin* Hank, as disclos(*d in this Report (*r in tin* liill. clearly 
statt*s that tlie (loveriior General witli the helj) of his Ministers at present 
will ai)]>oini a (iovenior, a Dejinty Governor and four Directors out of 
])erha[)s Ih Directors. So T ask, are not the Government of India a 
])oliti('al body And a (iov(*rnor G'Uienil. wliili* «*xerei^ing lli»* powers of 
nominating, lias necessarily to consult his (’ahinel and the Secretary of 
Sfat'*, and tin* Secfrelary of Sfal<* is responsih'e for the gfiod govern¬ 
ment and also for tin* moral ami material progress of this country to 
the Parliament. Sir, the future Governor General has to exorcise so 
many powers that it is not possible for any human Governor General to 
exercise all those powers. Tt requires really a su])er-human. Viceroy or 
Governor General to exercise all those powers. Unless he lias two 
attrihutes out of the three that are assoei;i1(‘d with (Jod. that is omni¬ 
potence and omniscience, it is impossible for any Governor General to 
exercise all these powers.. 

Mr. B. Das : are forgetting the Financial Adviser. 

Mr. T. N. Eamakrishna Beddi : Even with the help of his advisers, 
the Governor General will not. he able to exercise all these powers pro¬ 
perly. Therefore, it is no use saying that the future Hank should be 
free from political influence. There will certainly be political influence 
exercised in one way or the other. 
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Then, Sir, one jwint was not inatle quite clear by the Honourable 
the Finance Member y(*sterday in his speech. He mendy said that the 
lleserv(‘ Hank should be free from political influcMice, and tliis Report 
attempts a sort of definition of what kind of that political influence is. 
In the second sentence of the tliird para, of the Report, it is said : 

Tin- lust (Irvirr vvhirli tiu' rxperieiwc of other eoiintrics liHs evolve*] for 

,'uhi<'vinj; this ohjei-t is that the eapital of the liank should be hcdd bjy- juivate nhare- 
ladders ; and we reiMuameiid that this plan should be ad(»ptcd as: in the case of 
Jiulia.*' 

Piittintf these two statemejits together, oik* will come to the 
conelusion that a bank to be free from political influence should be 
only a Shareholders’ Jiank, and not a State Hank. So. if we accept 
this motion for r(*fer(*nce to a Joint Select (’omniittee, then it mi^ht be 
understood tliat we have aeeepted the prineiple of a Shareliolders’ 
Bank, and not a State Hank... 

Some Honourable Members : Xo, no. 

Mr. T. N. Ramakrishna Reddi : If that is not so, 1 should be very 
^dad, blit I should like tlie (ioverniiK*nt M(*mber to make the point clear 
whether the Joint Seleet (’onimitt«*e will be allowed to discuss the 
]>rinciple whether it should be a State Hank or a .Shareholders* Bank. 

Mr. B. Das (Orissa Hivision : Xon-Miihainmadani : It is not a 
prineiple. 

Mr. T. N. Ramakrishna Reddi : That is how I understood from the 
speech of the Hononrahle ]\lembcr and that is why 1 want to make that 
el(*ar,—whether the ipiestion is open for discussion whether it should be a 
State Hank or a. Shareholders' Hank. If it he* so, then 1 am for the 
ref(»n*nee of this Hill to a Select' (’ommittee where the (liairmaii will not 
he in a position to tell the* members of the C’ommittee that, since tliej' 
have ac(u»pted the |n inciiile, they ouplit not to discuss the question that it 
should he a State Hank. J want the Honourable the P^inanee Member 
to make that [mint clear, because, on that point, depends the vote of my 
Harty. As a matter of fact, inv Party has discussed this question and we 
have di'cided that we will jrive our vote if tlie Seleet (’ommittee is per¬ 
mitted to discuss this (juestion whetlier it .sliould he a State Hank or a 
Shareholders’ Hank. 

Al this tiuK* W(* arc* nof ealh*<l uj>on to discuss the detaileil sections 
of tlie Hill. There are only two important (piestions to he discussed at this 
stajri*. It is of ffi-eat interest whether the fiitun* Hank will he a State 
Hank or a Shan‘hold(*rs’ P»ank, hei-au-se it is ajritatin" the minds of so 
many peoph* already. It does not n*qiiire a "reat tinaneier to discuss the 
(pieslion whether it should he a StatV Hank or a Shareholders’ Hank. 
iM’ery one can use* his reason and his common sense ahd arrive at a con- 
•‘Insioii. Ajipl.viuj*’ these two te.st.s, I find that it is monstroii.s that wo 
should (‘ 111 rust the Iieavy responsibilit.v of the destinies of this country 
ill the matter of eiirn*ney and fiiiaiiei* inhi tin* hands of a few shareholders 
who will I'onlrihiiti* a share capital of five crores of rupees though they may 
Iiave to d(*al with many erores of nipee.s in daily transactions. 

An Honourable Member : Shar<*]iolders do not lay down policy : 

Mr. T. N. Ramakrishna Reddi : T mean the Directors who are 
appointed by the shareholders, and it is much worse, because it is a smaller 
body. I am not in favour of entrusting: such heavy responsibilities to the 
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representatives of a few shareholders who hapj)en to ]nirchase shares to the 
extent of Hs. 5 erores. From the agriculturist’s point of view, 1 cannot 
look at the pros])eet with i‘quanimity, of a certain number of shareholders, 
who form a coteri(‘, being entrusted with th<* currency policy of the country. 
According to this Hill, the value of a share is Hs. 500, and it is only a 
person who purchas(\s two shares that is entitled to exercise* his vot(\ 
This means that' the person must invest at least Rs. 1.000 before he can 
exercise his vote-. As I said, tin* Rank wdll be entrusted with a heavy 
responsibility and will be given ample powors in the matter of dictating 
the ])olicy of the curivncy and finance of this country. Trading and 
commercial interests, re])res(*nted by my Honourable friends like Mr. Mody 
and Sir (’owasji Jehangir, Avoiild be the first' to take advantage of it and 
to purchase as many shares as it is possible under tin* circumstances. 
I'nder this Bill a. limit is ]>laced upon the number of votes a p(*rson may 
exercis(‘, but th(*re is no limit fixed for the number of shares Ik* can 
pnrehasi*. (i per cent, interest on investment is a V(‘ry tempting projiosi- 
tion for financiers like Mr. Mody and ISir Cowasji dehangir and they w'ould 
not grudge investing laklis and lakhs of rupees in this eomern. 

Mr. H. P. Mody fBonihay IMillowmers’ Association : Indian (’om- 
meree • : Tnless the Bank gives us overdrafts. I do not think we will he 
able to purchase them. 

Mr. T. N. Ramakrishna Reddi : And thus, ultimately, the destinies 
of our ('Ouulry wdil he in tin* hands of a coterie. On aeconnt of the higli 
jiriee of shares and the ignorance that ))revails amongst the agrienitnral 
community, tin* agriculturists will not he in a position to take advantage* 
of it ami to piirehase many shares of the* Bank. ll(‘uee their jioint of view 
wdll not lie propeu'ly repre.seu.jed in the* l>ir(*eP)rate. I am eonseions that 
the (loveriu)r r^’iieral has got ]>ow<*r to nominate airricultnral iutcre'sts to ^ 
make up the d<*ficieiiey. That wall he only one or two, and t.lu'n they 
will he in a minority. St>, ultimately the policy of the Bank will be 
dictated 1)\ the* Direetors e-leeled by shareholders Avho an* mostly men from 
the trading and eomnu'reial interests. The interests of trade and comincree 
are divei’gent from the* interests of agrieoilturists. The trading interests 
vrill want tei purehase agricultural ])rodnee* cheap, wheu’e*as the agricultural 
intere*st.s Avill want to ge*t as much price for tlieir preKluce a.s possible. So 
the inte*r<^sts of the trading and commercial cemirnunitics are different from 
those* e)f the agricultural community. If the policy of the Bank is to be 
entrusted to Directeirs, wdio are* elect(*d by these shareholders, then it w'ill 
be dictated by tlioso interests, and so they would withdraw’ currency when 
they want to purchase agricultural yiroduce erheap. That is Avhy, fus an 
agriculturist, I view wnth ajiprehensioji the high prie*e of a sliare of the* 
Bank. The old Bill providenl Rs. 100 per share Avhicli was more helpful 
to the agriculturists. 

An Honourable Member : You are a lawyer. 

Mr. T. N. Ramakrishna Reddi ; T have given up law for the last 
three or four years : 1 am purely an agriculturist. 

7’here is aneilhe-r ground wdiy lli(*re should Ik* a State Bank and not a 
S]»arelioIde*rs^ Bank. Tt is said that if it is a Shareholders’ Bank, the share¬ 
holders take very great interest in the management of the Bank and it 
will be fn*e from Governmental interference. Yesterday, Mr. Vidya Sagar 
Pandya pointed out in his speech how the shareholders took interest in the 



THE BESERVE BANK OF INDIA BILL. 


1399 


n)aii«f?(‘inent of the lni])erial Hank of India. Aecordinj? to him, very few 
atleiu^ any meetings and their interest eeases aft(^r eleetiuf? Directors of 
the Hank. Ag:aiii, when once the Dir(‘etors ar<‘ eleet(‘fl, they hold their office 
in free-liold-in-perpotuity, and thus the policy will continue for ever 
and ev(‘r. If that is tin* interest which the shandiolders taJvt* in a Bank, 
when* they can expect liigher and hij^her dividends, 1 wonder what kind 
of ijiterest the shar(‘holders w'ill take in a Bank which fixes the maximum 
divi(h*n(i that can he declared at 6 j)er cent. only. They are sure, that 
I j. with so many privilege's which the Reserve Bank enjoy.s 

as iJic dictator of tin* currency and credit system of 
India, they would get their own divi(h*nds and, when they are sure of 
that, they will jiot take any interest at all in the* management f>f the Bank. 
8o it is mere Ininkum to say that the shareholders will take any interest 
in the li.ink aftrr they have (‘h‘cted the Directors. If it were a Stale Bank, 
all the interrsl or the divid( nd that this Bank (‘arns would go To the Gov- 
ernnx'ut Treasuries and that ujight lightejj the burden of lax on the people. 

I d(» not want that this interest should be earnerl by the shareholders, 
"i'lx'v can as writ invest the five ('rores of rupees in otlier industries and 
coinnier(*e and earn inore money and thus enrich the country. Dn that 
consideration also, I want that the Bank should be a State Bank and not 
a Sbandiolders’ Bank, We have irot the experience of the management! 
of railways by private eompanies. am! the experieiiee that we have gained 
does not (‘neourage ns in the belief that the future Reserve Bank, if it 
is to !)(* a Shajvholdei’s’ Bank, will work very satisfaelorily. The repre- 
sentati\cs of the j)er)f)Ie have urged on the Government to take back the 
numageinent of the railways to the hands of the State, and important lines 
have already been taken uj) by the Government and it is only on account 
of iinancial stringency that the other railways have not \)een purchased. 
With that ex])erienee, 1 have no belief that a Shareholders* Bank will serve 
the interests of India lH*tter than the State Bank. xVgain, it is said, that 
the Avhole idea of the establLshnient of a Rest*rve Bank is that the control 
of the Government should he removed and that it should be restored to the 
!‘epres<*ntatives of the people and that the Government of India should 
have no infliienee at all. But, Sir, as I have said, it is impossible to divest 
the influence of the Government of India from the w^orking of this Bank. 
As 1 said, the Governor General will have a great voice in nominating the 
Governoj- and the Deputy Gov(*rnors and others. As a matter of fact, 
the whole administration of the Bank will be in the hands of the Governor 
and the Deputy Governor who are nominees of the Governor General and, 
hence, it is ini]possible to eseajie the influence of the Government in the 
working of the Bank. I may .stRte tliat we are not so much afraid of the 
iiifltienee of the Government of India as of the influenee which the Secretary 
of State wields over the head of the Government of India in the manage¬ 
ment: of financial and currency affairs of this country. If left to them¬ 
selves, I do not think the Government, whether it is aii irresponsible Gov¬ 
ernment as it exists now or a Government with a .semblance of res]>onsibility 
in the future, will eonseientiously do anything against the interests of 
India. We are only afraid of the influenee that the Secretary of State 
may bring to bear on the Government of India. That is what we want to 
avoid. We had an experience riHjently when England went off the gold 
standard. Immediately on hearing this, the Honourable the Finance 
Member, with the first impulse of the dietat:es of the best interests of the 
country, promulgated an Ordinance divorcing the rupee from the sterling. 
The very next day, the Secretary of State for India, who has the interests 
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of his own conntry at heart, iiia(ie the Government h(‘re pass an Ordinance 
abrogating: the previous one and also linking the ruf)ee with the vicissitudes 
of the sterling. It is that influence that we want to avoid. After all, it 
is very difticnlt to divest the Government from any ])()litical influence. 
After all, it is the Legislature that is creating the Bank. Tt is the child 
of the Legislature and it is bound to carry some heritage of its creator. 
For all these reasons, 1 think that it should be a State Bank. 1 may tell 
you that in 1928, when this Bill was introduced and discussed, the Sehxd 
Committee unanimously recommended a State Bank and tJie then Finance 
Member accepted the principle of a State Bank and tlu^ Banking Inquiry 
Committee also recommended a State Bank. The whole country wants it! 
and 1 do not understand why the London Committee, which Avas a packed 
Committee, came to another conclusioji that it should be a Shareholders’ 
Bank, Avith the honourable exception of Lala Ram Saran Das. 

I shall noAv say a fcAv Avords about the constitution of the Bank. This 
countrA^ is peculiarly situated. Here the interests of the Britishers ha\'e 
been strongly established and it is impossible to eliminate any representa¬ 
tion of the European commercial ami mercantile interests in the future 
working of tlie Bt^serve Bank. But, though avc nrr not opposed to a small 
representation, avc require,—^if the Government siK'ceed in persuading us 
that it should be a Shareholders* Bank,—that the Directorate must be pre¬ 
dominantly Indian and it should subserA’e the interests of only Indians. In 
this connection J would like to quote one or two lines from the speech 
delivered by you, 8ir, Avlien you AA^ere on these Benches. You said : 

** Ibiforfiuiatoly, tJie history of furrency in this countrj^ has brought to the forefront 
this fact, that the interests of liuiiu, jis underst<iod by Indians, aro very different from 
the intoresti? of India, ns understood by the Ruropean community. T woulci, therefore, 
impress the necessity for making ainplo proAision to entrust the control of the Reserve 
Bank to Indian hands, people who knoAV the interests of India best.” 

Sir, it is said that there should be no representation of the Legislatures 
on the Directorate, because that would bring in j^olitical influence. As I 
said, the Directorate should not be dominated by the representatives of the 
Legislature, but there should be some provision for some sort of represen¬ 
tation of the Legislature if it is to redress any deficiency. Supposing there 
are great bankers and financiers like Mr. Vidya Sagar Pandya and Sir 
Purshotamdas Tliakurdas in this Assembly ; thcji, on account of such 
lestrictions, they Avould not find a place on the Directorate* of the Bank. 
In order to restore or redress any such deficiency, there should be* a provi¬ 
sion that t'b(‘r(’ should be some rcjmc.seiitation. tlioiigli it may be one or two 
repre.seulativos, elected from the Legislature. If it is tliougbt that their 
ronaining in the Legislature, after being Directors, Avill be construed to be 
a ])olitical influence, then a jjroAusion might be made that they might resign 
the membership of the Assembly in order to bccrune a Director. Some 
such provision ought to be made in the Bill. 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir (Bombay f’ity : Non-Muhammadan Urban) : 
May I point (nit. Sir, that, so far as 1 can sec, there is nothing in the 
proposals at present which will stop what the Honourable Member t)ro])Oses 
to do. Any i\Toinber of the Legislative Assembly, who chooses to become a 
Director of the Bank and is ready to resign his s(*at in the Assembly, can 
do so under the present proposals. 

Mr. T. N. Bamakrishna Reddi : From the reading of the Bill I under¬ 
stood that no representation should be made from the Aasembly. 
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Sir Cowasji Jehangir : Tlion* cfiniiot ho any roprestjnlation from tin's 
House as such, fmf auy Mciti]»ci* of this Ass(‘iii])Jy can offer himself to he 
ap|)oint(‘d a Director (»r to be eleoled a Director and he can I’hcji resiirn 
imni(‘diatcly. 

Mr. T. N. Ramakrishna Reddi : 1 see llicrc is a ju'ovision to that 
effect. Sir, the Ilonoiirahlc the Finance Member, in regard to the relations 
betA\e(‘n the Heserve Dank and the Imperial Bank, said that the new a^rree- 
ment slionhl h(‘ made with the Imperial Bank on the lines sufrgested by 
tlie old Bill. He commended to our acceptance the ])rovisions contained 
in the Third Selicdidc to this Bill wliich pimdically reproduces the provi¬ 
sions that were contained in the original Bill. The circumstances have 
since changed. At that time, when the old Bill was under disciLssion. the 
agr<*(*m(‘nt between th<‘ Imperial Bank and the Government had to run three 
moi*c yc'ars. ruder that agreenumt, the Imperial Bank had to do certaiji 
functions ; they had to helj) the development of trade and industries of this 
country. They must develop the banking habits of Indians by taking in 
moi*e Indians as appnmtiees or giving employment to more Indians and 
also by encouraging indigenous banks. 

Mr. President (The Ilonourabb* Sir Shanmukham Chetty) : The 
Jlonoui’ablc Ibunbci’ may resume his speech after Luncli. But before tlie 
]l(»n>c adjoni-ns for lurnch, the (diair would a)»j»eal to JTonoui*ablc ^lembcrs 
tint, tliougli t'cchnieally there is no tinu* limit to sjav^ches on a legislation, 
in view of the irnpoidama* of the measure and the re.stricteil time at our 
djsj)osal aiirl lire greai number of members of different I’arties who are 
anxidus |<> take part in tin* dt‘bat(‘. lloimurable 'Members will do well ‘o 
impose u|)on tbems(‘lves a reasonable time limit. The Chair doe.s not want 
to unije(‘rssarily I’estiict tin* I’iglit of aaiy IlononrabU* Memirer to s])eak as 
long as be lik(‘.s. lint tin* Cliair would regretfully ])oint out that it 
ba.s «*.'lrea(l\' observed a ti'inhniey for very tedious repetitions of the same 
arguments by llou(iurabl(* Members. If tbe Chair finds that teiKb‘ncy 
again, it will havt* to pr(‘vent Honourable Memb<*rs from indulging 'in 
repetitions. 

'Pin* .\ssemblv then adjourned for Luneh till Half Piust Two of the 
Clock. 


Tlic Assembly rc-ass(‘niblcd after Lunch at Half Past Two of the 
Clock. Ml*. President (The Honourable Sir Shanmiikham Chetty i in the 
Cliair. 


Mr. T. N. Ramakrishna Reddi : Sir, after what has fallen from the 
Chair just wh(*n we were rising for Lunch. I would put ujion myself a 
time limit and bring my remarks to a ehxsi*. At that time I wa.s stating 
that tin* Government expei'ted eertain things to be done by the Imperial 
Bank and. furllier. aecording to the terms, the Government reipiired the 
Imperial Bank to do treasury business on behalf of the Bank. In return 
for tliis work to he done by tlie Imperial Bank, the Government were 
allowing large etush balances to remain with the Bank free of interest. 
At times, tlie average hahuice would amount to in^arly 20 crores. Some¬ 
time last year, I moved a Resolution in this Assembly for the aj)poiiitmeiit 
of a Committee to en<piire into the working of the Imperial Bank in all 
it.s branclie.s. At that time. T dealt with, in detail, how the Imperial Bank 
had failed to come up to the expectations of the Government and how it 
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proved to be a inenaee or rival to the indigenous bankinji: system and how 
it broujyht in raeial diserimiiiation in the inattei* of disposing? of ap])liea- 
tions for credits. At that time, the IJononrable the Finance Member, 
in reply, stated that all tliese tliijij^s would come up for consideration when 
v;e came to discuss the Reserve Bank Bill sometime later on. On that 
assurance, I withdrew my Resolution. The whole [)eriod of contract has 
now ela])sed and now avo are cst^ablishinfiT a Reserve Bank in India and there 
are absolutely no grounds for extendiupr any sort of i)rivilefre to the 
Imperial Bank now. According to the Bill, it is contemplated to i>lace 
nearly tive crores with the Imperial Bank free of interest. No valid 
reasons ar(‘ urtred by the Governim'nt Avhy this privileprt* should be extended 
to the Imperial Bank even after the contract period has come to a close. 
The only reason, if at all. that the Imperial Bank would urpre, is that it has 
0])ened branches to the extent of about 120 as per terms of the contract 
and that, on that frround. the Government should ext(‘nd this privilcgre. 
But, aceordinp: to theii- oavii admission, most of the branehes are now pay- 
in«i eoneerns exee]d a ft‘w branehes which are lyin«r in outlyinfr parts ; and, 
hence, if this privilepre is extended to the Impf'rial Bank, it will have a 
dominating' positi('n and it Avoiild be a ]>erpetiial menace to the indiprenoiis 
hanks in India. The Governimnit should try to develoj) the indigrenous 
ban kins: system, and if they (*xtend this abnormal privile^r(^ it will not 
tend to tli(‘ development in that direction. The IMll provides that the 
Imperial Bank should act as a sole aprtmt for the Rtservo Bank in fill i>laces 
Avhere the branches exist. Here also there is a diseriraination aprainst 
indiprenous banks. I should like to sii«rprest that wherever th<‘re are 
indiprenous hanks or their branches, a sort' of tender should he called for 
for doinpr tlie Avork of the Reserve Bank and )io such discrimination should 
be mad(‘ in favour of tin* Imperial Bank. 

One point more that T should like to iirprc, before T conclude, is this. 
Accordinfr to the provisions, each Bank, Avhich comes under the Schedule 
of the Reserve liank Bill. Avill have to deposit 10 per cent, of the cash 
balances Avith them in the RescrA’c Bank. That wdll be an unnecessary 
curtailment of the workinpr of the indiprenous hanks Avhich nsnally work on 
their bare margin and hence that provision also should be modifi(‘d in the 
w'ay of permittinp^ each bank under tin* Sehf»dule to de])osit as much amount 
as is convenient for the bank to spare. T hope all these points will be 
considered by tlie Select Gommittce. If the Honourable the Finance 
Member is prepared to priAT an assurance that all these ])oints AA'ould be 
dealt Avith in the Select Gommittee, then, I, for my part, and on behalf of 
our Party, can say that Ave Avill be in favour of accepting the motion before 
the House. 

Mr. H. P. Mody : Mr. President, my Honourable friend, the Finance 
^Member, exf)rossed satisfaction at the fact that tOAvards the close gf his 
career, it had fallen to his lot to pilot a measure of this character. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : No ‘‘ satisfaction 

Mr. H. P. Mody : Do I understand my Honourable friend to say that 
he (ioes not feel any satisfaction in piloting this measure ? 1 sn])p()«e he 

puts it doAvn to some of the speeches which he has heard. AnyAvay, I 
congratulate my Honourable friend that it has fallen to his lot to pilot this 
Bill and, if I may say so, 1 regard it as a fitting culmination of his five 
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long and anxious years of office that it should have been his good fortune 
to b(^ on tile way to place on the Statute-book such a very important 
meiisnre. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. B. Das : How on the Statute-book ? 

Mr. H. P. Mody : Y"es, with such aiiiciidrnents as my Honourable 
friend succeeds in introducing. 

Now, Sir, two Honouraiile Aleiribcrs, wlio addressed this House at 
coiisideraiile length, iiad soinething to .say about the nature of the (<om- 
niitt(‘e wiiich was appointed, and which delilierated on this measure in 
England. My Honourable friend Mr. i^indya, said that he did not 
know wlial the (pialifieations of those g<‘Mtlenien were and that they 
were not at an\ ra1<* #*leeted by the House : and iny friend, Mr. Reddi. 
also suggested that it was a [lacked Connnittee and tiiat he did not see 
wliat its (pialifieations were. (Vmsid(‘ring that most of the Indian 
members of the (Viinmittee. members Avho ladong to this House, happen 
to lie Lead»*rs or Deputy Leaders of the parties, groups and 'j:i‘Ouplets 
that exist in this Hous(\ 1 do not know wbetb(*r it is tin* intention of my 
Honourable friend to sugg’est tliat tbeir Leaders and Deputy Ijeaders do 
not jiossess their eonfidenee. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : And ineid(‘nlally .>upporlers of the 
Ottawa bi'trayal. 

Mr. H. P. Mody : What does my Honoiiralde friend knoAv abemt 
Ottawa •' The only word he knows is “ betrayal ". T»ut I liave a Avariii 
regard for liiin in spite (»f his i(liosynerasi(*s ami I w'ouid advise him in 
his (Avn intenvsts not to Ix'tray sneh crass ignoranct* about Things. 
There are matt(‘rs beyond my Honourable frieiai's ken ; to put it in a 
homely way, the shoemak(*r to his last. 

Sir. 1 was saying that we in this House iiave soim* experienee of 
how iiieinhers get elected or sob'cted t(» various comniitl(‘es. A'nd 1 doubt 
very imieb whetlu'r the seh*etion.s made by Government were any worse 
than I his IIons4* itscll’ might have made it* the ehoice had ]):*en left to 
it. i hope, th(*refore, it will not lie in the mouth of any Honourable 
Member to suggest llial we, who went to England. WfM*e nol re])resen- 
tativf* of tliis House or diid not know what we were talking, about. 

Now, let me go on to the Hill. Let the Housf* (dearly understand 
that by tb(‘ very fact that we are going to set up a Reserve liank iu 
India, tin* milhuiium is not going to be ushered in. Every important 
country today has got soim* sort of Reserve (»r Central Bank, and, in 
spite of that, eurrencies have tumbled dotvn and the wdiole credit system 
has eollaps(Hl. It is only in Great Britain that the credit structure has 
stood and, (‘V(m there, if I may venture to suggest a ratlier novel point 
of vi(wv, 1 would not say that it was largely or entirely due to th(‘ opera¬ 
tions of Hie Bank of England, even though the Bank of England is the 
))edro(*k of finance all over the world ; ! would say that it is lai'gely due 
to the conservatism of the pe(»ple and to the financial genius of the City 
that th(* structure of England has stood as solidly as it has done. There¬ 
fore, })y the mere fact that \\v are setting ii]) a Reserve Bank in India, 
we must not think that we are .s(*tting up a maeliinery which will make 
unpossible any fluctuations of the exchange or which wdll bring absolute 
Rtabilitj'^ to the finances or tlie credit structure of India. But the 
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lipservc J>aiik will do a fiival deal ovrii without atti^niptii'U' 
Auionjrst llip iJiany functions of the Reserve Rank, when it is projierly 
established, will be to increase the bankinjj: power of the country, to 
provide aj?ainst undue rijridity or expansion of credit, to co-ordinate 
governinental and business finance, to assist member lianks during? times 
of ci’isis, to free the financial mechanism of the country, botli from the 
control of bif? business and of officialdom, and to Ijelp in a sense to reduce 
foreign indebtedness. The Res4‘rve liank will do something even more, 
and that is, it will carrj’ on open market operations as and wlum re¬ 
quired, a matter in which Government somehow or other have never 
been able to take their courage in their hands. After all. what are the 
two W'eapons w'hich Reserve Banks employ in all ctuintries ! Rediscounting 
of bills and o])eii market o])erations. In India, as is very well knowni. 
the bill market is in a very undeveloped condition, and the only way in 
which a Reserve Wnuk can and should function is by open mark<‘t 
operations calculat(*d to reduce tin* volume of credit or to enlarge it as 
and when the occasion arises. All these are very im|)ortant functions, 
and 1 think that if the Reserve Bank is ])ropi*rly eslablish»*d and if it 
ha.s got the right sort of directorate, its influenc(‘ on the f(»rtuin*s of 
India wdll be enormous. The only doubt that arises iii iny mind is 
whether tliis is (piite an opportune time for setting up a Bank. It seems 
to ni(‘ that if the (*hoiee had been left to us it is just possible* that the 
Bank w’ould not have come into existence at this particular stage. But. 

after all, we have no choice in the matter. It was beyond the ken of 

the. Ckmimittee w’hich went to England to (piestion wludlier the tinu* had 
arrived for setting up a Reserve Bank. Either by the Round Table 
Conferences or by some other body or authority it w’as laid downi that 
a Reserve Bank was a condition preeedtmt to tin* establishment of 
financial autonomy and to tin* establishment of Federation. It W’as 
■stated that tlie Reserve Bank would liave to b(‘ successfully functioning 
before financial autonomy could be conceded to India or before Federa 
tion e(mld he brought into existence. Therefore, .Sir, there was no # 
choice, inid today we find ourselves in the position of having to devise 
ways and means to set iij) a Bank on s(»und lines. 

Now, Sir, a great (leal has been said in tin* eonrsf* of the !:i-l two 

days on the question whetlu'r it should be a Stat«* Bank or ;i Sban* 
holders’ Bank. My objection to a .Slate P>ank is that I do not want the 
control of the State ovor the Reservi* Bank’s operations. I do not w’ant 
that rigid sort of control w'hi('b would necessarily b(* (‘xercised bv the 
.State if, for iii-^tance. it b(*ld all tin* f*af)ital. And Avhat 1 slionld like 
my Honourable friends to rememljcr is that ev(*n tbongb this may be a 
Shareholders’ Bank and tlie State may technically have nothing to do 
with it, it is a matter of common knowledge* tliat tin* State in ev(‘ry 
country, where there is a Sharelioldcrs' l»ank. has an enormous infbn‘nce 
on the operations of the Bank. T.ako even sucli a strongly (*ntrene.he<i 
institution as the Bank of England. The* Fiank of England has very 
close re'lations wdfh the Treasiirv, and. wdiile tin* Bank of England is 
technically in a thoroughly independent jiosition and ean defy the 
Treasurv if it wants to, tlie eo-operation between the Treasury and the 
Bank of England is so close that it may almost be said that the State 
has a hand in the regulation of the affairs of the Bank of England. I 
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slioiiJd Jik(‘ my IIoBoumlih* rri<.*ii(ls to rciriomlK*!* timt, by morciy puttiJig 
up a Sharcboldcj'.s’ I»auk, wi* an* uol doiii”' away alto^rilicr* with tJio 
(5ontroJ ot th(‘ Staie or ila* Fiiianoo Momher. It he kuow.s his business, 
he will l)ave a direet iutiueuee uj)ou tlie way iu which tlie ()[)cratiorLs 
ol' the Hank are carried on. Now, Sir, 1 quite understand certain 
object ions heinjr raised to a Shareholders’ P>ank, but thoNc objections 
liave b(^en souf^ht to l)e met by us in the Bill which is the result ol* tlie 
report that we have put u]). One of the objections which naturally 
arises in the mind is that if there is a Shareholders’ Bank, then naturally 
the profits, that oujrht to pro to the State and form jiart of the freneral 
revenues, are diverted to a lot of shareholders who had the proo^l fortune 
to liave prot liold of a few shares. We have |jrovided aprainst that, and 
we have laid down the ultimate limit at b per cent. 1 may say that I 
w^onld have ^ome a little further tlian my other eolleaprues and I would 
have reduced it still further, beeause of the prevailing’ momw rates in 
tin* country today. As reprards individual holdiiipr.s, we hav4* tried to 
ensure that no one s(*etion can exercise an umlin* influence upon the 
dclih(*rations of the Direetorate ; and tiirou^li tiu* medium of reprional 
holdinp’s and throuprh tlie fact that no shareholder (*an have at the very 
(Mitside mon* than ten votes, W(* havr I think su(M'.essfnlly seeurcfl that 
end. But it is just possililc that onr caleulations may ho upset, the 
r(‘as<»oiii«r upon which we hav<* based them may he found to be unsound 
after a few years : and. therefore, I would ho ju't'pai'cd to eont'ode that 
an op|K)j‘tunity should he iriven at sonn* stape determiiie wlietiier a 
Shareholdei's* Bank is the riirht sort of hank and. therefnn‘. 1 would be 
inclined to favour the sup'jrestion that after a term of years the State 
niip’hl havt* tlii' option of buyiiur up the sliares. and at that time, of 
course, the composition of the Directorati* wmild also have to be revised. 
That su^i!*t*stion has h(*(‘n inadt* and I think tha.t there is somefliiupr in it 
wliieh mijjlit well be explored in the Select (’ommittee. 

The next point that 1 would like to deal with is the constitution of 
the body. It has l)e(*n laid down that the (Jovernor shall be appointed 
by the (tovernor (leiieral at liis disi-retion under tin* new (’onstitutiou. 
1 have (lilfered from that view. I put up a suprprestioTi liefoiv the Com- 
mitt<*e, a suir»restion to wliieh I still liold, and that is that the pnqier \vay 
of appointiup: a (Joveriior of such an important institution is by the 
Direetorate with tlie ap])roval of th»* Fe(h*ral (loveruim'ut ; and T went 
further and said that if Ihest* two bodies failed to come to an aprreement. 
tlien tin* (Joveruor (ieueral at his discretion nii^lil a])]ioint tin* Oovernor. 
My reasoniiur was tliis ; here is the Directorate of the Beservt* Bank : 
lad'on* (‘ver it is called upon to appoint a tlovernor, it may be a few 
years durinp: which it will have (piite sufficient experienec. That body. 
T say, would have enoup:li (‘xpcrituice tn make it possil.h* for a riprht 
sel(‘ction to lu* made ; hut there aerain 1 inqiosi* the aiipi’oval of the 
I*'<’(leral Cioverunieiit, and 1 say if these two veiw competent liodies, 
namely, the Direetorate with its experience and the Federal rrovernment 
with all tliose larprer considerations which are ever present to tlie mind 
of a Oovernment but which may not be present to the minds of a small 
body or an indiviflual, if Indween the.se tw’o they a^rree njion the choice 
of OIK* man, then I say that that man may be presumed to be tbe riprht 
sort of person. T. tlierefore, di.saprreed with w’hat is laid down in the 
Commi’ttee/s Report, and is to be found in the Bill, namely, that the 
Governor should be appointed at the discretion of the Governor General. 
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Now, about the Directors : 1 realise too well that the mere process 
of selection by a number of jjeojde who have accpiired sliare.s in the 
concern is not the most ideal way (»f fretting hold of the best man. I 
feel particularly that with the limitation Avhicb has been imposed, namely, 
that the Director slioidd Jiot belonjj; to tbe Lef^islature, tliat he should 
not be a mmnbei* of any other Hank, that it will be extremely difficult 
to get tile right sort of man. That is my view. Hut 1 do not think it 
lies in the mouth of my democratic friends here to question tin* principle 
of selection at the hands ol' what might be called a popular body. They 
lia>e ahvays fouglit for the right of election and here they have got it : 
let them at any i-ate not cavil at it. So far as 1 am concerned, I realise 
that it is not the best meth(u] ; and I made a .suggestion, again turned 
down, and which in fact did not tind any supporter almost ; and that 
was that while you give the right of nomination to tin* Governor (hoieral 
and while you give the right of selection to a number of sliareholders, 
you ought also to give three or four seals, or at least two. to recognised 
commercial bodie*s and associations which would at any ratt* ensun* that 
the member wdio represented tliem Avould have* the propc't- e^piipment 
for the task of a Director of such an important institution. I do not 
know’ Avhether tliat suggestion is going to tind any more favour h(*re than 
it found there ; but T do feel that it is one wliich reipiires to lx* exjdored, 
and w’hich ouglit not to be rejected, so to say, out of hand. 

T now’ go on to another subject, and that is the subject (»f the link 
to sterling and the ratio w'hich T see is being vigorously ventilated in 
various commercial bodies and in the press. 

Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali (Lucknow and Fyzaliad Divisimis : 
Muhammadan Knral) : You said you would refer to the Finaiiee Minister 
in the future Government coming into this scheme of yours : how’ does 
he come iu ? 

Mr. H. P, Mody : As 1 pointed out, the Finaner Membei’ is always^ 
ill touch with the Governor and Board of the Reserve Haul: : ihey ar** 
bound to eousult him at e'ery turn, and wdiile it may not lx* slatuiorily 
laid dow’ii, if my Honourable friend wnll see wdiat other countries are 
doing, he will eonie to realise that there is alw’ays a close connection belween 
the Treasury and the ('entral Bank of a country. I wa.s speaking with 
regard to the linking of the rupee to sterling and the ratio. So far as T 
am eoncei ned, my Honourable friends know’ wdiat my view’s ar»‘ Avith regard 
to ibe linking of tbe rupee to sterling. You will remember Sir, 1h;{t in 
19‘>]. when Great Britain Avent off the gold standard, Ave iablr*d a Resolu¬ 
tion Avhicli we carried by an OA’crwhelming majority in this House, W’hich 
wa.s moved by yourself and wdiich was seconded by me ; and Ave gave 
suffici(*nt reasons, from our point of A’iew’, in the course of our s]x*eches 
for holding that the linking to st<*rling Avas an uiiAvise th.'ug, 1 cannot 
say that that is not my opinion now^ : but T feel equally stiongly at ibe 
same time that this at any rate is not the occasion for disturliiiig llie 
qvo. T do not think that in a period of flux, Avhen enrroiieies and currency 
systems are being changed from day to day, a change of this vital (‘harai'ler 
can ]>e m.ade Avitlioiit A’cry considerable dislocation of the finance, industiy 
and tradx of the country ; and, therefore, inspitc of all tlx* criticisms that 
have been uttered in ]>ublic, 1 hold very strongly that this, at any rate, 
is not the time for disturbing the position -whidh exists. As regards the 
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ratio, 1 hold the same view. Nobody in this country, or at any rate only 
a vory snialJ section of the country, has ever had anythin*^, but the utmost 
coiideinnatioii of the way in which the currency policy of the country ha>s 
been niana^^ed and of tlie way in which the one and six r:iLio had been 
fore(*(l down our throats. 1 say, this ratio luis brought untold harm to 
tJie country, and I do not care what other opinions are held. I think it is 
the considered opinion oi' anytmdy who understands any thing about the 
trade, industry and finanee of the country that this ratio has brought very 
great evibs in its train. But, here, again, 1 say that we 'aniiot sit do'vn 
at a Select Committee table and say Now this ratio is bad : 3(‘t us see 
what ]*atio we an* going to fix That is not the way in which ih.‘ rativj 
Avill be alien'd or wdl] have to be altered. But I d(i at tlie same time 
that i1 is up to the Government to watch the situation verj carefully and 
fr<Mn day to day and revi.se their jmliej" the moment it is fouini to be 
necessary. It is a matter of common knowledge that the Governmenr of 
Iridir. would have Ikhui forced otf the ratio had it not been for the very 
fonuitous e.\|)orts of gold. T am not sure that before llie K(*serve Bank 
cr«ines into oi»eration. the Government will not have occa.sion to revist* their 
policy and to eoTisicler whether the ratio ought not to be altered. I say 
tliat the Governmenl ought to k(‘ep this ])ul)Iic feeling in this country ])er- 
pelually in view'. They must have the courage t(» retrace their steps, to 
see Ilie foily of tluor ways, and when it is realised that th-* ratio cannot be 
hi*ld logdher withotit serious detriment to the interests of this country, 
then tliey must immediately revise it. That is the meaning of the sugges- 
ti(Mi we hav<‘ made. 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer ''Robilkund and Kurnao]! Divisions : Non- 
rduhammadan Rural) : Is it not likely that the Reserve Bank, if it comes 
into exist once, will fu-ove an instrument in facilitating the revision of the 
ratio ! 

Mr. H. P. Mody : My Tloiiourable friend wants tr) kiu)W’ if it is not 
likely tliat the coming into existence of the Reserve Bank by itself will 
faeiiitati- tlu' reversion of the ratio. ITe is right in this sense, that when 
the-.' is a c<»mpetent b<»(ly handling the credit stnieture of the country, if 
that body rejilises that the ratio cannot be bold togetlu'r Avithmit serious 
detriment, naturally the opinion of that body will have considerable w'cight 
with the (b»ve?’mn(‘nt. Attd T say, Sii-, that the only nevuiing to be af>plicd 
to tlie words which we have n.sed in the Report, namely, 
that it is lip to the Government and the Legislature 
to s<e that no nndiie strain is placed on the resources of the Bank,—^thc 
only m<‘aning is that the Government must not hesitate to alter The ratio 
if they feel that the jiresent ratio cannot be maintained without hurting 
the best interests of the country. 

There is anotlu'r point on wdiieh. T am afraid, T am again in a minority, 
it is rather a technical point.- and that is Avith regard to th(» proportion 
of the reserves which have been laid doAvn in the Bill ms the minimum 
reserve* to be held agaitist the note liability of the country. According 
to riy reading of the situation, many countries are beginning to think that 
the mininmm roserv(‘s Avhieli have been lai<l dow'ii by Statute are unduly 
restrieti\e of the operations of Gentral Banks, and the trend of opinion 
WOW' is in the direction of reducing these minimum reserves Avith a vitwv to 
gi^ ing greater pow’cr in the hands of the Gmitral Banks to control the 
credit structure of the country. We have lni<l doAvn a very higli minimum 
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it iiiiiy he ji i-Ufiy serve 1o inspin? eonfideuee in llie irder- 

r.atioiial nj()iiey inarkeis, hut, at the same time, it may also l)e tJiat at a 
later stai»:( it may he iound tliat it liam])er.s to a fr^’eat exti‘)it the >vay in 
v/hieh the credit structure oi* t)ie country lias to he handled. 

There is only one other point, and that is with repfard to the proposed 
an*aii"oments with the Imperial Bank. We are not hostile to the Unperial 
Bank, biit at the same time we must see to it that no rnan^rement is 
arrived at with that institution wliich is at all ealculated to liiirt the interests 
of the indifrenoiis banks. A «:reat deal has been heard in the last Jew 
years alioiit the way in which the hn])erial Bank has bri)uv:ht hanking 
at the door of a jrrenl many ])cople. That is perfectly triu‘, hut, T say, 
it is also true that if the Imperial Bank had not established its<*lf in tiie 
places where it has now prot branches, the indigenous ba.nks impht have 
found tli(*ir way lliere. I ean say from experience of a Brink (»f wliich 
1 h;n)})0!i to he a T)irect<»r— I say fnmi (‘xporimiee. that tic eomj)el it inn 
oi tiie Tm])erial Bank, where both it and the indif'enons l,anks Itavc 
hranclc-., Ims very seriniisly atfeeted the interests rd* tin* indiir^'noii, hanks. 
B\ all tneaiis strike a fair deal witli the Imperial Bank, hut the country 
will Inive to scf' that whatc'vtu* arrani»(‘menl is (‘Oim‘ to with ihe Imperial 
Bank is not nf siudi a idiaracter that tin* indiprcnoiis !):i»iks. whicli are 
StriiLrirliiij.v auainst er(>at handiea]»s to ministiM* to the \w>\U of trade ami 
iinliistry i*.’ pla(*es wliieh tlie Imperial Bank cannot reai-h, are not 
seri(!!isly ;iHected. Tlcse hanks, wliieh are p<*rforniinLr sneli a ns(*fiil 
f’.nietion should la ve a fair play and fair tit‘ld. and if 1h»* arran'j»‘ment 
that the (.Tovi'riiment ])ro]>ose to make with the Imperial Bank satisfies those 
coTKi’t'ons. I for one would md jrrndjre an arraii'rcment wliereliy the 
Imperial Bank is properly com]>ensated. 

Tln'se are points whi('h will have to la* eoiisidered in the Seh‘et 
Ciimmittee. All I will say is that it is a matter of Vr^ry preat importance 
to tills eoiiiitry, (*veii thoupli this may perhaps be an irnseasonahle time 
for tin- settiiisr up of a Bank, that the Res<*rve Bank shonld eoine inll'J 
existence. It Avili establish tlie eoii^deina of the public in tin* 'inanciil 
niacb.iiiery 'if the (Jovernmont. Wliat lias liapf)e?n‘d in tlie past is that no 
matter what ojicratioii has been uinlertaken liy the ri(>vernmeiit in the 
AVfiA of eoTilractim.r or expandintr curreney. w<* have lieen -ii'.t ahvays to 
tmt if down eithei- to the hand of Whitehall or to tin* liand of the British 
luisines.s interests. It maA be Miat am* have done an injustice to rpuerii- 
ment ; but our experience lias been so bitter tliat I think Ave may be pardojicd 
for makinp that assumption Avhicli avc have mafle in previous y(*ari. AH 
tliat is iroiiip t(» be (‘lumped, and tioav tlie oneralioiis which tin* BeserAn* 

Bank a*, ill carry (mt tor the purpose of n‘pulatinp credit and currency. 

tlio.M* ojierations. at any ]-ate, will not be snsjiecfcd and in the country there 
A^ill l)(‘ this confid«‘nee that the manapenn*nt of an important nnderlakinp 
is in } .Mid.s which may be trusted to look aftc*?- tlie inten»sts of fTidia. 
A Ih*'ci'Aa* Bank will also be of importance from the international r>oint 
of AUf'Av. My Honourable friend says, and T think with lepitiinate pride, 
that tlie eredit of India stands hiph today. Bnt the credit of India Avill 
stand ev^n hipher Avhen the Re.serve Bank is establislied and is found 
to be fnnctioninp snccessfnlly. 

For all those reasons, I ask my Ilononrable friends to consider this 
measure as one of great national importance. Let us all apply our minds 
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to the problem ;iiid roffani it as one in which no party prediV3otion.? or 
jH’ejiidiees need enter, but as one in which we are alJ vitally and equally 
jiilerested. (Cheers.) 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir : Mr. I*resi<ienl, 1 do not know of any Bill or 
any .subject that has been more thoroughly di.scussed and considered than 
that of the establishment of a Reserve Bank for India. As we all know, 
there have been two Bills drafted, one actually considered by this 
lio?io]jrable House some years ago. The.se Bills were critici.sed, and were 
seriously considered by all ijit(‘re.sted in banking and finance in India, 
and today we hav(*, let us hope at least for .some years to come, the last 
of the.se Bills to bring a Reserve Bank into existence. 

I think one of my Honourable friends complained that he had not 
had sutlieient time to consider the very iui))ortant proposals put for¬ 
ward hy the Finane(» l^IenduT ha.sed upon the re])ort of a Committee 
which sat rmly a few months ago in London. My answer to my IR>nour- 
able friend is that he has liad ample time to read, consider and digest 
the Bill of 192S ; he has had ample time to do the same with the llilton- 
Young (’ommi.ssion’s Re})ort ; he has had ample time to digest the Com¬ 
mittee’s report wliieh was i)ublished some days ago. And. having considered 
and di.sg(vsled all thase three doeument.s, whieh a man in his ])osition ought 
to know hy heart—T claim he has no justification for now complaining 
to this House that he has not had sufiieieiit time to eon.sider this Bill. 

Mr. Vidya Sagar Pandya (Madras : Indian Commerce) : 24 hours ! 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir : 24 hours arc more than sufficient to consider 
a measure whieh he has had years to think over. AVhat is this Bill ? It 
is ha.sed oji the Bill of 1!)2S, It is altered in certain respects by a (.'om- 
inittcM* the re]mrt of whieli he has had for days in his hands. 

Mr. B. Das : The 1928 Bill was never considered by this House. It 
was ilisallowetl by J^resideiit Patel. 

Sir Cowasji Jehan^ : It was not eoii.siilered perhaps by thi.s House, 
Imt surely it was considered by my Honourable friend, Mr. B. Das. 

Mr. B. Das : Xo. 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir : It w’as before the public ; everybody read it ; 
and does my Honourable friend contend that he only read the 1928 Bill 
for the first time 24 hours ago ? 

Mr. B. Das : Yes. 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir : Then he has no right to pose as an authoritj^ 
on banking or on the Reserve Bank ; be has no right even lo speak 
Imlbre tliis Hononrable House on a Bill of this kind. Tf my Honourable 
friend means to .say that he has only read the Bill of 192S. 24 lu)urs ago, 

1 can only .say that iny Honourable friend has devoted his attention to 
l>olitieal matters, to matters with whieh a Reserve Bank is not eonneeted. 

Mr. B. Das : 1 stand hy the Joint (k)inmittGe^s Report of 1927, 
whieli my Hononrable friend has omitted to refer. 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir ; Well, if he has gone through the Bill of 
1927 and tin* Bill of 192S and if he has gone through the Committee’s 
Report wliieli has also been in his hands for .some days, I eonfidmitjy say 
that tho Bill iireseiited by the Finance Member need not have been 
read by him at all. He could have made a speech on the strength of 
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those three docuiiieiits which would have been perfectly relevant to the 
Bill j)resented by luy Hoiioiimble friend, the Finance Member. Tlno’c- 
fore, 1 do not think, Mr. President, with due deference to my Honour¬ 
able friends that there can be any real justification for asking for further 
delay. 

Now, Sir, T have been, as yon all know, a signatory to this Report 
and, with sueli res(M*vations as are contained in tliat Report, T stand by 
it, but 1 regi*<‘t that 1 have not much to say in reply to the sj)eeehes T 
have heard U]) to uoav. because 1 claim that nobody has really made out 
any strong i)oint or argument against any of the rt‘coiriniendations. 
Now 1 wdll come to one suggestion in this Report which has really been 
contested. That is the question of a State versus a Shareholders’ 
Bank. You are W(*ll aware that there are only tw^o countries in the 
world wljich have got a State Bank. One is Australia, the otlier is 
Sweden. Even those countries are considering the position of their 
Reserve Banks. Not t'll 192!1 or Ph‘10 was the question really con¬ 
sidered seriously by (‘conomists and by the gnuitest authorities in the 
world as to which was the mon* preferable, a State Bank or a Share¬ 
holders’ Baid<. Tlie matter really became a matter of practical 
t)olitics during the regime of the last labour (rovernment in England, 
l)ut T do not d^'sire to go into great d«‘t{tils as to why that subject 
became a matter of practical }K>litics. To put it brietly. the late 
Labour Oovernment and th(‘ Ihmk of England did not get on v(‘ry well 
together and it is an rqx'H secret that j)<‘rhaj)s the conservatism and 
caution of the Bank (d England drove the Labour (lovernment out of 
(;fiice. To put it shortly, the Government of the day in England wanted 
to boi’row from tin* o))en mark<‘1 loans for puiposes otlnu* Than remune¬ 
rative. There was u]»roar in tin* country. Tin* Baid< of England 
refused to help and it was oidy tlicTi that tin* question really became a 
matter of practical politics as to wljetln*!* a Stale Bank or a Sliarc- 
holders’ Bank was the best thing for a eounlry. I am firmly of til? 
opinion that had England had a State Bank on that critieal oceasum in 
1931. England, far from being in the solid position in wbieb she is 
today,— top dog in the world of finance — England might have been 
a bankrupt country regretting that she had a State Bank bound to 
follow the lead given by the Goveriinieiit of the day. 

Mr. B. Das : You are insulting Lord Snowden’s memory. 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir : 1 arn not here to compliment either Mr. 
B. Das or Lord Snowden. T aiii here to relate the facts. Therefore, 
the question of a State Bank versus a Sharchobbws’ Bank is really a 
question of whether you want an ind^*pendent authority in this country, 
that can check Government when Government are liable to go wrong. 
1 agree with my friend, Mr. Mody, when he says that perhaps 
some of the mistakes tijat Government made in tliis country \vould 
not have been made bad there been a Reserve Bank. We do not want 
to try (?-\])eriments again with our finances and, if tb(‘i*e were no 
question of reforms in the immediate future, even if it was a question 
of reforms 10 or 15 years henes*, T should be strongly in favour of a 
Reserve Bank, to })e a clieek, to be a guide, philosopher and friend both 
to Ihe Go\on]ment and to the Assembly. We are in a unique position. 



THE KESEBVE BANK OF INDIA BILL. 


1411 


As many Members know, in India the Government, with the assistance 
of the Assembly, not only lays down the policy but Government are 
ies])onsible foi* tlie management of currency and exchange. In very 
few countries in the world do Government perform these two functions 
and, considering tiie jxreat responsibility that Government bear on 
their shoulders, is it rij^ht to ask tliem to perform both these functions ? 

If they have blundered, they have done so, because they have had 
too much thrust njion them. You are askinjr them to do more than 
any other Government in a civilised country is asked to do. They 
lia\e not j^ot the men, the resources, the (^xj)ert knowlcdf?e at their 
hands. The Heserve Bank is intended to sui)])ly that knowledf'e, that 
exp«‘rt o])inion. tliat ex]K‘rience of the worhl of finamre wliich ou^ht to 
be at the service of (iovf*rnment from day to day. A frood deal of 
my Honourable friend’s spe.ech ^'Mr. Pandya). a very lon^ speech, the 
!irst speech wt* h(*ard on tliis Bill, eonsistcsl f)f an attack on the 
lmj>erial Bank of India. He (rave us a most interesting history of the 
Directorate of the lmp(‘rial Bank. Ib* went hack to, I think. 1H21 
and In* gavi* ns all tliose facts and figures in (»rder to show that a Share¬ 
holders' Bank is liable tf» fail, because the appointment of the Directors 
is in the Iiands of a cli<jn<‘. tliat members f»f tin* same firm year after 
year beeoim* Din*e1ors Tie quoted men liaving b**t*n Dir(*etors foi* lo 
years. I should have tlnuight tliat in eertain circumstances thar was a 
gocal argument for a Sharehold(*rs’ Bank. It shows that the 
Dir<*etorat(‘ hase at their disposal at l«‘ast m(*n of <*xporionce. men who 
have s<‘rved tliem for 10 or In years. But my Honourable friend 
seems to tbink tliat a eoTistant ebange in tin* Directorali* is go(»d for a 
bank. I leave that to my ITononralde fri<*nds to judge. Is it a Lo>od 
thing to liave eonstant ebanges in tin* Direetornte or in any commercial 
body wln*tln*r it bo a bank or aiiy other industrial cfuieern ? He gave 
us the instaiiee of my Honourable fri(‘nd. Sir Pui'sliotannlas Thakurdas, 
and (*oniplain(*d that In* was a Direet<u- of tin- Iiiij)(*rial Bank for the 
last IT) years and has ]»een its President and Vice-President. I should 
have tlionght that wt* should be grateful to a man like Sir Purshotamdas 
Tbaknrdas for liaving seived a ])nblic body—for, after all, the Reserve 
Bank will lx* public body for 15 years by devoting bis time and atten¬ 
tion to the work of that ]niblie body and by beeoming its President 
and Vice-President. My complaint is that there may be no continuity 
in the Dir(»ctorate of tin* Reserve Bank. That is my fear, because the 
provisions of the Bill are sueli as to make it very difficult to get a 
continuity of the same Dir(*et()rs. The eirenrnstanees of the Imperial 
Bank and those of the new proposed Reserve Bank are totally 
differenl. There may be a block of shares in the hands of one 
Individual whicli would give him great power. A man may hold 10 or 
20 lakhs worth of shares and his proxy would be worth having. A 
number of such proxies in the hands of the Imperial Bank Manager is 
a great strength. Then, it is possible for him to say that the successor 
of such and sneli man shall be a partner in the same firm. But such a 
thing is impossible under these provisions. No man can have more 
than 10 votes, that is to say, a man who holds Rs. 10,000 worth shares 
will get votes equivalent to Rs. 10.000. For every share that be holds 
above Rs. 10,000 he gets no voting power. Therefore, if a man bolds 
shares to the tune of ten lakhs in this Reserve Bank, he has the same 
voting power as a man holding shares of Rs. 10,000. 



1412 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


[12th Sept. 1933. 


The Honourable Sir George Schuster : Rs. 5,000. 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir : Ves, that is rigJU, because a man gets vote 
for a share of five hiiiuiretl rupees. Now, let me draw the attention of 
my Honourable frieiuls fiere as to how it is ])ossible for any clique, 
wiiellier it be the (lovernor of the I>ank or whether it be a clique of 
shareliolders, to get certain Directors a|)])ointed year after year. 
They collect iwoxies and they go to the bigge.st shareliolders. It is 
easy to do so wln*n tlie Articles of Association enable a man to have 
large holdings witli an equivalent voting ]>ower. In that case it is 
possible that a few proxies may mean the majority. Having those 
proxies in their pocket, they can defy all opposition from others who 
desire to get fresh blood into the Directorati*. Hut that is im|)ossibie, 
nearly inqiossible, under the provisions of this Bill. I would I'se to 
see the management of tlie Bank or some shareholders trying to get 
proxies from men owning only up to a limit of Rs. 5,000 to enable them 
to get sueh a number of proxies as to make the eleetion of A, B or C 
absolutely certain. Therefore, this argu’oent that a Shareholders" 
Bank will make it possible to have a certain number of eapitalists 
constantly in power is not a correct argument and, it is, in order to 
avoid that and to make this Baidv liroad-based upon the will of the 
people, a phrase very much abused, that tins restriction has been inserted. 
Therefore, 1 think T may rospeetfully point out to niy Honourable 
friend, Mr. Pandya, that his apprehensions are not valid. Now, Mr. 
Pandya says that they are based on bis ]>as1 experience. It may be so. 
I understand that he has been the Manag(*r of the Hindustan Bank for 
25 years and has been associated with three other Banks. If Mr. 
Pandya would give the names of his Directors and the number of years 
they have served on that Directorate, he may give us as interesting 
figures as he was able to read about the Imperial Bank. If that is his 
past experience on which he based his criticism, I maintain that the circum¬ 
stances are totally different. It is possible that in his Bank a man 
could be a Director from the very e.stabHshment of the Bank till todayf* 
I think that is not possible in the case of the Reserve Bank unl(‘ss the 
man is extraordinarily good and has the confidence of the people, 
because tbe shares of this Bank will be held by tlie p(‘ople. ft may 
have been the sad exi)erience with my Honourable friend’s P>ank, the 
Bank of which he was the Manager, that lie had to put up with old 
fogies, as he called them. But let me again repeat—I have repeated 
it iliree times already and now T rej)eat it for the fourth time—that 
it is not possibb* under tlie ])rovisions of tins Bill. 

Now, Sir, so much for the State Bank n r.'ius the Shareholders" 
Bank. T ])resume I shall have the good forlnne of perhaps addressing 
this ITouonrahle House again on this sid)jeet. There* is only one 
point on which 1 would like to nTer 1 am not going thremgh this 
Bill, because, there is little time at my dis]>osal. W(‘ shall liavc further 
opportunities of doing so and I do not think that any point has been 
brought up which is of such importance that you would think it neces¬ 
sary for one of your mem])ers who was a meunlxT of the rommittee to 
answer it. But there is one point T >vould like to bring to the notice of 
the House. That is the question of the ratio. Now, as we all know, 
there will have to be a clause in this Bill which will lay down the 
ratio, another as to whether we should be linked to sterling, to gold 
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or to tJic dollar. These clauses come iiilo the Bill, because they are to 
he the instructions to the Reserve Jiank as to what the policy of Gov¬ 
ernment is with regard to exchange. Those instructions to the Reserve 
Bank are given through this Bill. We are not considering the policy 
of exchange when we consider this Bill. Tin* main object of this Bill 
is to establish a Reserve Bank. It so happens that it is through this 
Bill that we have to give instruetioiis to the Reserve Bank as to what 
the poliey of exchange should be. Therefore, the only thing that we 
can do is to put into the Bill the ratio that may he in existence the day 
before the Bill conn*s into o|>eratioiK Now, »Sir, that does not mean by 
any means that all the signatories to the report agr(‘c with tlie policy of 
1h(‘ Government with regard to exchange. 

My Honourable friend, Mr. Mody, reminderl you, 8Ir, of the 
Resolution which yon moved winm England went off the gold standard. 
He now says and 1 was rather surprised to hear it, he now says that 
tliis is not the time to make any change. Let me tell this House that 
so far as 1 can judge p\ihlie o])inion in India it is that Is. G(Z. ratio is 
wrong and that (io\(‘rnmcnt can with benefit to the country change 
that ratio. I do not say it can be rcdintcd to lx. 4(Z. or Is. 3d. or Is. 2d- 
It is not my puri)osc to exprt'ss any opinion, hut I must say that 
pnbiic ojiiniou today is stronger than ever it was before, at least in 
my part of the country. (Hear, hear.) TJic i)ublic feeling is that the 
lime lias arrived wlien (hivernment should give their most serious 
consideration t(j the nest ion of ratio. 

Mr. H. P. Mody : Does my Honourable friend suggest liiat I said 
that this ratio should not be changed ? 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir : Von did. 

Mr. H, P. Mody : I only said at the Select Committee table. 
Surely mj' Honoiirahle friend understands it. 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir : Quite. When he said he had ehanged his 
opinion, T thought that he said that the present exchange should 
remain. 

Mr. H. P. Mody : Notliing of the kind. 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir : I am glad to get that contradiction. But, 
Mr. President, we all know that this ratio cannot be changed by legis¬ 
lation. There are constitutions which lay down that the policy of 
exchange can only be changed h} Government by legislation ; that is 
the const it utinn in Knghmd today. The British Government cannot make 
a radical change without legislation, bin what does the British Govern¬ 
ment do 1 What did it do ? It took action overnight and then went 
to the Legislature to get it ratified. Tiiat is the only way in which the 
ratio can be changed in any country ; whatever the constitution may lay 
down, it is the Government and Government alone that can take action 
f»verTiight and come bef(>rc the Legislature and say “ that we have taken 
the respoBisibility for doing what we thought was in the best interests 
of this country ; wc ask you to ratify it But you cannot allow the 
Legislature to decide what the ratio should be, because speculation would 
he rampant and the country would be ruined long before yon legislate. 
People would be speculating in every part of the world with your ex¬ 
change. Therefore, whether it be this Government or whether it be any 

I/JTlMiAll Y 
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Swaraj (loveriinirnt in the future, the Government alone will have to 
take the responsibility of elianf?injr the ratio and pn*sentin;r a fait 
acvompi> to the Lej^islature. Th(‘refore, under tJiese eireiuns1ain;es, it is 
evident that it was never intended tliat W(‘, as a Li'jrislatiire, should deeide 
qiirstions of (‘xehanj^e wlien this l>ill was hronirlit up. Hut it is jx'rfeelly 
in order, as you know. Sir, for me to diseuss this (piestion and I tliink it 
is Cl fitlin^ opportunity to remind my Honourable friend o\)posilo of the 
point of view of India of whieli perhaps lie is well aware. Hut 1 do hud 
thai we are sale in the hands of the pre.sent Finanee ^Member and that he 
wdl ji'ive India’s op.inion evtTy consideration. AVe cannot exjiect him at 
ail} time tu exp.n‘ss t(to detinite ;in opinion, no Government can or dare 
cxjnvss loo (hdinite an ojiinion, because speculation will b(‘coine rampant 

Mr B. Das : What almur tin* sah‘L*'uanls in tin* White Pai»i‘r about 
the tixily of ratio 1 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir : I wouid only n*mlnd tin* House how semi 
live the linr.iiciid wcrid is. A wor ^ (»r two from the Ilomuirable 
finance Alemtier is eiioii^li. \Vhy, tire Honourable Menibei op[>osiie 
arrivi'd iu Hmiibay and he made a bltie sju^ech oi* ^ave a little inl(‘rvie\v' 
ami Government paper leaped up luu» jioints the next day. Wiiy ? 
Sonn‘lhinjr escaped out (»f his lips which he never intended and th(* 
result Avas that the Government pajun* went up, but next day it came 
tiown a^^aiii. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : I do not think it eaiin* 'nack. 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir : I am very ghnl that the remarks of my 
irojiourahle frimid have led t<5 a eoujde of ])ojnls ris“ in tin* (lovernmcnt 
paper, but it (*ame back to the forim*!* level. Now, Sir, any tiling said by 
the Government I>(*neln'.s is laktn up by tin* linancial world in India or 
in other parts of the wmrld. and |)eople })(*gin to sjieenlate ainl, therefore, 

1 am not going to ask my Honourable friend to give any definite opinion 
hut 1 am going to r(*(pies1 him to kt*ep in mind public, o])iniou on ihis 
question. l-'*t m liopt* that ev(*n liefure the I^ill eonies b«*forc this Legis 
lature again, tin* Ilonoinable ^Member in charge of the finances of thi.- 
country will have carefully eon.'idered tin* jmsition. I am not g<)ing into 
details. The ^position liav cdianged within the last tw'o or three mouths 
a' the Ilojieui’abh; Meiiiln*! wt‘Il knows. It is cdianging every day and it 
may be that any big ( liaiige in o ir ratio may have only a transitory 
effect. After all, it wdll have a beneficial eirect even if it. be for a shori 
time. 1 will say nothing in us* about the ratio, Mr. President, as T do feel 
that although it is not absolut(*ly out of order, it is irrelevant to tin* 
subject matter of tin; BUI. 

Xow, Sir, there is one important matter wliieh the Committee have 
not really e<)nsi<lered very ca.i'ej’iilly in England and that is what are lo 
be the terms on which the Imperial Bank is to sever its connection with 
Government. 1 am not going ijito details, as these will have to be 
thrashed out in the Select (’ommittee. It wuis deliberately left out of our 
deliberations in England because, ai least, I felt, that India was a much 
better place to deal with this question than six thousand miles away. 
Speaking for myself. 1 do hope that even' justice will be done to the 
Imperial Bank. I can only repeat what has been said so often in 



THE RFSERVE BANK OF INDIA BILL. 


1415 


EnprlRBfl tliat we shall see that justice is done to our indigenous banks 
also and that tiie ljnf)erial Itank, although 1 am a shareholcler, shall not 
be a position in which it shall be able to crush all indigenous banks. Its 
eaj)ital is very large. I know the claims that they have put forward in 
connection wdth their cHj)ital. I am not going into details now. At 
least 1 am eertain that the Select Committee will give all those points due 
consideration and 1 can only express tlie hope v/hieh, J am sure, will be 
fulfilied that tin* Select Committee will do justice both to the Imperial 
Bank and to the indigenous banks. 

Mr. Pn^sidenl, tiiere are other reasons, as this House knows, why 
we should get <“»»-with this Bill and why a Reserve Bank should be estab- 
li>:he(l as soon as possible. Th(‘i*(‘ w<*re many expto’ts who told us last 
year and the year hetoro that it woiiicl be impossible to establish a 
Reserve Bank for tinaneial reasmis oii which I am not going to dilate. 
Let ns thank lhos(^ wlio have made it pf>s.sible for a Iteseiwe Bank to be 
established within the n(*ar future, and let ns also thank all our friends 
who havt‘ h<‘lpe(i us to bring this country to a position which is second 
to none in tiie world. TIjose pessimistic projdu^ts who told ns that it 
Avon hi he impossible to hav-- a lh‘.ser\(* Bank have not turned out to be 
(piile <‘orreet. Let us h<>]a^ before long (loWnmnnit will be able to 
eompl(‘leIy prove that tlnise proph(‘ls Aven‘ wrong. 1 do not Avanl to be 
t(a> optimistie just n<<w, but liononrabh* Members will realise that the 
p(»si(ion lias eon>i(b‘rab]y improved as is shown by the tigures given by 
tbe Kinane(‘ Member and that Ave shall nc»t he building caslies in the air 
Avlieii we expre.ss the h(»p(‘ tliat thi.> Reserve Bank will begin to ftine- 
lion.—shall Ave say,—liefore the Finance Member leaver this eoiinlry or 
]>erija|»s very soon after. 

Mr. Jagan Nath Aggarwal (.lullnndur Division : Non-Muhammadan) : 
»Sir, the debate Avas losing an eiement of liveliness anil interest Avhen the 
l!(mourahle Members from Bombay iiiterA’eiied and lent to it a certain 
amount of interest ainl flav'our. We heanl from the Leader of the lu- 
depenilent Party Ihal the desire of our Honourable friends on this side 
for eirenlation of this Bill Avas wholly unjustihed. He said that after 
reading the Bill of wiiicli had Icon diM*ussed at very great length 
in this House and the Bill ol PlliS Avliich provid still-born and the llilton- 
Vonng report all that Avas Avorlh knowing Avas knoAvii and Avhat Avas not 
known Avas not worlli knoAving ; ii.d Hu refon it w as wholly unneeessaiy 
to indulge in tin* luxury of ,i eirenlatimi motion. Well, Sir. may I remind 
my Honourable friend tint b'tween IhlkS and PJIk'J the .V(?ar lOill intcr- 
A'ened ! A good many eeiuionde theories and economic maxims have 
Income hi’i'csies noAv. 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir : I may point out that you have got the Loudon 
(kimmittt‘e’s rejiort on the lh2S Bill v hieh made certain amendments in 
tin* 1928 Bill and that Committee sat only a couple of months ago and the 
ri j)ort has been in your hands for some days. 

Mr. Jagan Nath Aggarwal : 1 Avas not at all forgetful of the great 
Committee Avhicli sat in London and of Avhich my Honourable friend and 
Mr. Mody were luminaries and Avero signatories to the report. That fact 
1 was duly conscious of. The point that I was making was that during 
tliis period 1928 and 1933 the great year 1931 intervened. A good many 
economic theories have collapsed and have become heresies and the desire 
of my Honourable friends who have suggested that this Bill should be 
Ii272LAD f2 
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circulated is by no means a desire merely of a dilatory kind, because as 
ye-ii wiii notice, the only lime tliat vve have asked for circulation is up to 
Deetunber, 193.‘k J.f i may be jKirdoned for meritioninjj: it, this Keserve 
Bank selienn* comes bef(»iv us as part of the s(*hem(* of federation ; one 
of the (‘ssenrial preliminaries which must be satisfied Ixd'on* Federation 
is an accomplished fact in this land is that there must be a Keservo i'aiik. 
And if that is so, Avhy should my learned and Honourable friiuul leading 
tile ui>p(tsitiou be in such a desperate hurry when we know from a t(‘Ie- 
jiram received today that th(» report of tin* doint Ikirliamentary Com¬ 
mittee will in»t be out before 19‘M, the Parliamentary legislation will take 
another year, and iJiat oin* great consummation that a requisite number 
of ISlatos have to declare their assent to the instrument of aceessiou to 
Federation is still a long way otf. Why should we be in such a desperate 
hurry ! 1 refuse to believe that it is part of dilatory taeties to ask for 

circulation by Decemlier, 1933. Now. 8ir. that the Indian public is much 
exercised in mind over tliis m(*asure will la* apparent to you from one 
or two considerations. You will notice that my Honoiirabh* friend 
pinned his faith upon tin* London (’(»iiimittee and the London Committee 
is supposed to liaxa* said the last wor<l on the subject. 1 r(*fiise to assent 
TO any such proposition. Neither the Anglo-Indian eomnu’rcial worhl 
nor the Indian commercial world thinks tJiat tin* last word has been 
pronounced on the subject. My Honourable friend. Mr. Mody. may go 
into raptures over it ; my Honourable friend. Sir (k)wa.sji di‘hangir. may 
say that the last word has been pronounced on the subject ; but may 1 
remind tliem that when they were taken to London and were faced with 
the proposition that this Reserve* Bank has got to conn* as a preliminary 
to Federation and everything in Leuidori seemed an if this was the only 
stumbling block, would not that have weighed with the members of the 
Committee ? May I also ])oint out that one Iloiiourabb* Member of that 
Committee lias ai>pended a note of dissent, that he has given his adho.ion 
to a State Bank rather than a Shareholders’ Bank ? In this connection, 
Sir, T am tempted, with your permission, to read tluring tlie few n'liiiutea 
a1 my disposal the remarks of a paper which just came into iny liaml^ 
the Capital of Calcutta. One cannot accuse this papier of any leani'ig 
tov.'aids dilatory tactics or of being anxious to cause delay in the con- 
.sideration of a motion of this character. This is what it says in this con¬ 
nection ; 

** Hoprosoiit.'jtivo Uritish nii<l Tn«lian opinion feels that the implications of the 
Keserve Hank on the tr;ele aixl indiistries of the country would be so great that it is 
desirable to give the ymblie a full opi>ortunity to examine in detail all the propo.sals, 
aiul to tJiar end it is essential not to rush the Bill througli the Assembly during the next 
niontli but to eircubite it for eliriting public opinion before tiiking the final .step.” 

Now, Sir, if that is comes from tiie Cajyiial of Calcutta, T do 
not see liow my Honourable friend. Sir Cowasji Jehangir, could make 
light of such a motion. I submit with all rc.spoct that the implications 
of this measure are .so great and the effect of it on the trade and industry 
of the country would be so far-reaching that it is just as ivell to have 
light from all quarters that we ymssibly can have, and this by no means 
savours of a dilatory motion. My Honourable friend, the Finance Mem¬ 
ber, was at pains to assure us that even in the Select Committee we wdll 
be seeking the help of experts and we would be prepared to consider the 
evidence of jiersons who would be called and give evidence before the 
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Committee. If that is so, 1 fully share his anxiety but I certainly do 
not see why some people should make light of the desire on this part of 
the House for a circulation motion and say that it is nothing but a motion 
of a dilatory character. 

Now, Sir on of the questions that can be examined in tlie short space 
of time at my dis])osal is this controversy relating to the Siiai-eholders’ 
Bank and the State Bank. 1 do not like to speak as an expert in this 
matter because I am in tiiese matters a layman ; but I should like to 
a]>])i*oaeh this (piestion as a layman, and w’hat has been the [policy of the 
Governni(*nt of India in matters of this kind 1 When the previous Reserve 
Bank JJilJ was before this House it was felt that because tiu' Government 
of hidia, the Secretary of State and the Finance De])artment of the (^'ov- 
enjjiient of India had made mistakes and we had recent experi(uice of liuge 
mistak'i's having hfnm made, it was felt necessary to liave an indepcMident 
body wlio should Is* in control of currency and excliange and who should 
control the credit of the country, and by that means it was tliouirlit that we 
Would bring intf) existen<*e an independent body who would ])e able to 
coiilrol tin manipulations of exchange and eurreney and save the credit of 
the count ly. They would provich* us with an independent body, with an 
expert Ixuly and not be led away by the red tape eitlier of the Finance De- 
]fartir»eiit or the interests of foreign capitalists directing the policy from 
London. That was one of tlie r(‘asons that was r(*s|)onsibli* for tin* intro¬ 
duction of tlic previous Reserve Bank Bill. Now, there is a suspici(»u—I 
call it a sus])icion and no more—^that the reason why this presemt Bill is 
coining up is not that you should have an expert body, but that you should 
have a body who wmild be five from the control of the futuiv jpgislaMirc 
of India to whom tlic destinies of this eountr>' are in a certain measure to be 
entjiisfed. 1 say it is a suspi(*ion : pi’oof of it is afforded in certain 
(Miartcrs ; it is pointed out tliat you are going to have a directorate on 
which in the first instance the Governor (icncral in (’ouncil will bo makii-g 
luuiiinations of four Directors and the Governor and the Deputy Governor. 
That is as it should be : the appointment is to be made by the (toxeruov 
fien»*ral in Gonncil : in other words it would mean acting as the head 
executive in India with the eonsuitation of his advisers. Bui this report 
tells us that tlieivafter the a]»poiutineiits shall he by the Governor (ieneral 
at his (lisf'retion. 1 would like to put it, as one of the previous sjnaiki'rs 
was at jjaius to tt-ll us, that if the Finauee ^liuister «>f tlie country knew 
his bu.sincss and knew what he was alKuit he would have a jirofouiid 
iulliiciiee on the mauageiiient of tlie B>ank and mi (he control of the Bank. 

I woiild like to say, does not this .savour of an atteinjit to dejirive the future 
I'inaiice .Minister of having aiiytliing to do with the policy of this Bank / 
Tliat is a ]ioint which cannot escape the noliee of tliose who an* looking 
into this measure. 

Tli(‘ jirevious speaker waxed eloquent on the merits of a SharehoUlcrs’ 
Bank and the classic exaiujile of the Bank of England was put Ivtoi-e us. 
ill fact my learned friend went so far as to say that the reason wliy England 
was the top dog in finanee at this time and lias i*seaped the convul.-ioiis of 
was because of the exi.stence of the Bank of England. He could 
as weM have said that it was due to the existence of the C’abiuet nr lo the 
existei’ce of the l^ritisli Navy or anything of that kind, i put it to him 
that the real cause why England has escaped is the determined eharactei* of 
the I»ritish and the boldness of its Prime Minister The Prime ^linister had 
no ]H 3 sitation in breaking up his labour cabinet if they weiv not prepared 
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to cij'l lilt* witli him ; he mis bold enough to take tlie f)hmg(*, lo IcIkh 
tio* nation with liim and form a national cabinet. When tiiat. Ihing ^^as 
done, tl>e ])eo])]c thought iMr. ^lacdonald Jiad written his ow!i ej)ila|)li 
tJiongh somebody pointed out it would be a glorious epitaph. To say tliat 
it is tiie Bank of England that has saved the nation may be true in a 
sense ; but it would be trui* oidy in the sense that tlie Bank (»f Ejigland 
responded to the call of the Prime jMinisler. But what is llici-*- in the 
coie.tiintion of liio Bank of Englaiul to say that they should follow the 
advi('o of the Prime xMifiisler or that they should keej) in toueh with the 
t]‘e;)snry '! In faet the truth leaked out when my h'anied fi-iioid told us 
that tl.e Bank of England was at loggerheads with th.* lah mu* ministry. 
V/oiild it not he fair to say iliat if the lahonr ministry had their way and 
had .! Ia7*ir(' majority tliey would hav«‘ nati(>nalis*'d the hank ! Whri is 
ehaj' is the last Avon! has nor Iktii said on the snhj«‘('|.. It is too (‘arly 
or in faet i* is tin* lasi chapter in tlu‘ liistory of Shareholders’ Banks to 
s:iy that they are ihe oidy instilnlions the; can m:mair<‘ the ('urreney and 
exeJiaMg:e simjd>' ])«‘eans(‘ tin* Baid; «)i' Enu’land has doiu' it. Thai is a 
f(;rTniloiis firf'ijinslaiiet*. It is an at'ei.unn : tin* r(*>nl1 oT ooiiV(*ntif)ns, or 
one miglil say, the resnil of the Britisii eliaraeter. Tlu^-c are so many 
things as W(‘ know ; the hhuoii can create every one a |)eer or make every 
man a maishal ; but they are not done : it is the ('haractm* (d* tin* nati<»n ; 
and ])eeanse iln' Bank of Kiiglaml as a Shareliolders' P>aiik lias sneceeded. 
it is TO. aj’gnment to say that a »Sharehold(‘rs' Bank is the only ihing iii this 
A’.r.jld. In tlie few minules at my disjjosal 1 will Just examine ih(‘ pro- 
p()si1i(»n fi’om a laynian's point of view. This (lovt'rnmenl of India, 
ac'-cn’ding to its previous tendency, has h«M*n going In the dircidiou of a 
socialistic gov(‘riiment in ctodain directions. We own fo]*(‘sts ; I mean, the 
CoA’ci’innenl owns forests ; it owns mines ; and avIkmi it did tint own the 
j'ailways it has raised a good deal of capital and has come to o’vn the rail¬ 
ways : in faet it is taking ])OAver to ae(|nire railways when(*v(*r they are 
built by private agency. Tliere is a point underlying this ]>olicy, the point 
surelv being that all objects of pnlilic ntilitA' which the State manages or iir 
which th(^ State lias direct concern must he run Far the btmefd 
of the State also. All ])rofits must go to the State, and in tin* 

management thereof national interests must ])redoininate. If that 
is so, I will put it to yon, is this management of currency and excliangi* ;;nd 
tin* monetary policy of tlic country such a trivial matter that we should 
mix nr national policy Avith tin* policy of a private directoi’ah* ’ 1 do jiot 

say it i.s wholly to be handed over to ymiAgite directors : then* an* special 
redeeming features and the TIononrable the Finance Member bas t.*iken 
go d care to incorporate various siigg<*stions in deference to the opinions 
expres.sed jti this House in order to make it fairly broad based, that you 
cannot haA’e largo accumulation of shares in certain hands, yon cannot havi* 
large A’oting poAver concentrated in the hands of a foAv, and also the regional 
selu'me of voting going far to make every part of the country interest¬ 
ed in the inauguration of the Bank ; but I 7)nt it to you that taking it as 
a hroafl ]Aroposition if the affairs of the country are being managed in 
this manner, if in matters of supreme importance any concern is to be 
managed by the State, T put it to you respectfully Avhy is it that avo are 
afraid of having a State Bank ? This is a matter of such urgent importance 
that it Avell behoves us to discard old theories and t« see if the current 
lliought of the Avorld is not in the direction of organising credit and finance 
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ill \virions countries in the way of Slate management. My Jearned friend 
preceded me toJd tin* House that there were only two places in the 
woj-ld whcj*e tiiey had a State hank. 1 submit that this projiosition is not 
stricdy accurate. He referred to Sweden and Australia. Tf 1 may be 
pardoned for mentioning it, Russia has got a Central Bank which is a 
Slat(‘ institution and places like Latvia and two or tliree others are in that 
j)Osilioii. After tlie termination of the war, several banks that liave been 
instituted are a mixture of tlie two schemes, of State Banks and jirivate 
Sjjai olu.lders’ Banks. Therefore, I submit that it is eertainly not a s^U! *d 
pifijiosition as my learned fricuid took it tliat all tliat we can say at this 
{ini'* is that the Sliareholders’ Bank holds the field according to die theories 
of economists. 

I need not say nmeli in regard to the hank being fr^'e from polith-al in- 
because that is a topic which can keej) one going lor sonic time : 
tli“ id'-a of this political infiiieiice seems to be to shut out jiolitieal iiijluence 
of a (cjtain kind. If tlie Bank is broad has(‘(i, all kinds of influen.a* will be 
1>1 (hi;;!j! to bcai- iijioii it. But the jioiiit underlying this slinttitig out of p(*li- 
tlcal injluciic.* seems to be to sh.nt out polidial inflmmet* (»! luliaiis as ‘ >K*b. 

If tl at is so, J do not know wliether the safeguard that lias b.cm devised 
i;y ley Honourable friends at the London eoiiference has gone any way 
to remove* that suspicion. I submit tliat in a matter <d‘ this kijtd fne has 
to l'(‘ wry carefnL One has to sec that all interests, agrieulturai and com- 
inerei d and other, have to be represented and that the. Bank really serves 
tin* national needs of the country. Pkir that purpose I do not see why .so 
m!icb iias been made of this shutting out of political influence. If it means 
k(-‘])ing out iMembers of the Legislature 1 am lia]>py. 1 do not gnidge 
till' Finance l\I<*ml)er the credit for this policy ; if you only keep out i\lom- 
b<*T‘s of the Legislature 1 do not see much harm in it. But if by keejiing 
out ])olitieal influence is meant the keeping out of leaders of Indian 
tlionght, ] eertainly would not subscribe to that proimsition. I liave 
fliiishcd. 


MOTION FOB ADJOniXMEXT. 

Snt'KRiLors Article in the Daihi Gazift* re IVIatiatma (iAMnn. 

Mr. B. R. Puri rWest l’unj«nb : X'on-Muhainmadan ' : Sir. 1 move : 

“ Tli.'il Hn* Ileiisi’ <lo ’ 

In order that tlie House may be in a position li* ap]in*(i:de Bic laltire 
4 V M question involved in the ]iresont motion T sliall 

' have tD make some introductory observations to put the 

House in possession of necessarj* data. The ultimate issue v.diieb is 
involved in this motion, 1 am sure, the House will find, to be a very simple 
oin*. A certain article appeared in an Anglo-Indian daily which is ])ub- 
lished in Karachi, in its issue of the l^th Angiisl last containing mo'^t 
])rovocative and inflammatory suggestions against IMahatma Gandhi. It 
apjiears that this gentleman ^nIio Is the author of the ailiele is an Anglo- 
Indian who has taken into his head, and is a great believer in, the efflcacy 
of the flogging system of piinisliment. On a pn*vious occasion too he 
recommended to the Government of India that all the civil disobedience 
olfenders should be flogged in order to put an end to that movement 

Mr. A. H. Ghuznavi (Dacca cum Mymensingh : Muhanunadan 
Rural) : Is the article here ? 
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^ Mr. B. B. Pun : That article is not here, but the fact was asserted 
m the question itself, which (luestioii 1 shall praseiitly place before the 
House. The question referred to is No. 787 wliicli was put by my 
Honourable friend, Mr. Lalchaiul Navalrai, and the reply of the Home 
Secretary relat^in^ to this previous article was that the il oine Secretaiy 
had no information refrardiii'T that. Tims the Govoniment are not in a 
position to challeuge or dispute the accuracy of the statement regarding 
this previous article. The most vital part of the article* is contained in 
a douple of sentences which, with the leave of the House, J shall ivad : 

•* Alost [>copl(' fed that Gandhiji should bo woll smacked on j)art of anatoaiv mturo 
has speeifitfally provided for the pur|)Ose. ’ ’ 

Aceordin" to him. the only use for Ihc l)iit1ocks in linnian body is 
to be floKiped and for no other purjiose. Now, mark the next sentenec ; 

“ riifortiiiiatdy, he is too old for tliis type of treritmoTii to prove of .iiiv use.— 
oerbiiiily his hib'st aiitie srnjieks of a silly old man entering his siM oiid childiuiod.” 

1 liave Muitled the earlier portion of tlu* aidiclc altlouigli p«*rhaps, in 
order to slnnv tlie context, it may he useful, hiit ^iiiee tin* eliueliii'g part 
of the article, the mast otfeusive part of it. is the one I have n‘a.1. 1 have 
donfined myself to these two seuteiiees only. 

The |)olicy of the trovertiment eame out ]mex])(‘(*lediy as the result 
of various interpellations yesterday in a most naked form. And what 
that i>olicy ? That policy is a policy ot‘ (•onii)lete indilfereuce, id’ non¬ 
interference with aii^'tinng whieh a Local (lovernment may clioose to do 
or omit to do. The (JoverTiment of India, according the replies which 
were vouchsafed yestt'rday, will not worry how(*\'er much a Local (iov<‘ru- 
ment may disregard its duties with r<*gard to certain momentous (jueslioiis. 
One thing which has very prominently cbnie out in tiie answers which 
were given on Ix'half of the (tovernmenl is that the (h)verin*iefit ri*t'useu 
to bring their mind to bear upon this article. Time ami again. “tVort was 
ma<le to induce tin* Home Hecretary to (*oi’.sid(*r and let us kuo'v wlietiier. 
in the o])inion of the (loverument of India, they are in a position to 
approv'e of this article, or t(> disapprove of this artiiele, or to (‘ondemii this ^ 
article. l>iit the answer, 8ir, whicli was given, was couched in the follow¬ 
ing words : 

** Tlic (jucHl ion of the etTect produced by an artielt* f»f this kind w 0!ie A\hich <*Mn 
best be judj^ed by the Loc;il Govcrnnu'iit \vln» have power to t;ike aetion .against any 
articles ttuit oflend against the law.” 

We know what the powers and duties of a Local Oovernmejit are. 
But the question is, is this a proper discharge of the obligations and <luties 
of a Supreme Government ? That is the true position with whieh we are 
confronted. This attitude, I submit, of eonii)Iet(* indiffen*nce is likely to 
lead to very inischievoiLS I’csults. and it is on that account that we feel 
constrained to move today the adjournment motion and to give a warning 
to the Government that, when dealing with f|nestions of such delicate 
nature, the attitude of the Government should not be such as was dis¬ 
closed yestorday in answers to questions. The only thing which the 
Government of India was ])repared to do, to use the words of tlie Leader 
of the llouw*, was that the Government of India were prepared to trans¬ 
mit and to despatch the (piostions and answers which were being put in 
this House to the Government of Bombay. May I know what is tlie 
point of it ? How far will tliat carry us ? What is the virtue of this piv)- 
cedure which the Governmeut of India are so graciously plea.sed to follow 1 
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Asked in another question : “Do you condemn this artieie f” “No.” 
Asked ; Do you disapprove of the article V' The answer was, it was 
either by the Leader ot the House or by the Home Secretar}^ : ** The 
Oovemment refuse to commit itself to any exfiression of opinion 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore (Leader of the House) : In 
justice to me, J tliink niy Honourable friend mi^dit quote my reply. When 
Sir Cowasji Jehatigir ])ut me a question. I re|)lied to hmi that if it was 
sufrgrestel that the article was in (juestionable taste, I would have no 
hesitation in a{^reein» with him on that point. 

Mr. B. B. Pun *. 1 will quote the very words of his reply. I wdll 
presently be able to lay my finprer on the particular answer. 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : Does the Honourable Member 
disputi* the eorreelness of the statement that 1 have just new made 

Mr. B. R. Puri ; All I say is. it was either the Leader of the House 
or the Home Secretary who vouchsafed this an>w(*r that t.he Hovenrnicnt of 
Imlia were not ^oun.L^ to <*nujmit itself to any eNjuvssion oT opiiihm. 1 say 
tliis, and 1 n*pea1 it. and J am pre.sentiv iroiiipr to ^lunv it to the Jloyse from 
the answers that 1 have in my hands. If only the Hoii^.m wi’l ha-'e a 
little patn* 7 i<M*. I v ill he able to lay my tinirer on the answer. i\*id 1 will 
just ask Tuy Honourable eoileaprue to fiml it out for nu'. and iii Die mean¬ 
while 1 will iio on. 

Mr. T. Sloan i(ioV(*i*nijieni of India : Nojninate«l oflieial i ; May ] 
say that 1 also said that I liad nothintr to say in defence of tla* article. 

Mr. B. R. Puri : That is wliolly beside ih** }).dn-. Tie* qu -stioii 
befoi'c the House is wbetlienit was not deliberately stated on behalf of the 
tl;i.-ernmeii1 that tii“ (li>vernme)it of India were not prei>art‘d to eominit 
tlieiiisf'iNCN to any e.xiiression of opini(ui and whether lliis answer is not 
e<uisisteni with the answer whieli tie* Home ^Secretary Iuin already 
vouehsatVd with ref»*r(*nee to Die last tiiiv»* or four ]>arajrra])lis of ques¬ 
tion No. 7ST. 

Major Nawab Ahmad Nawaz Khan (Nominated Xon-Offieiali : May 
1 ask whether this artieie was written by way of joke or seidously, and 
iio»»- Mr. (landbi lias taloui it. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai 'Sunl : \on-Mu}uimma*lan Kural» : The 
Anprlo-lndian Press never means to emt jokes. 

Mr. B. R. Puri : My <pn*st:on was : 

“ Mav 1 kiuov il‘ tin- (toviTimu'iit of Tmlia are now ilisposi'd, in view of tlio most 
tla^iaiUlv iinlcocnt I'liaraotcr of this attaok upon a vi-r\ nvort-tl frentleman, to transmit 
to the (rovornment <tf Poniliay thoir slroiit; foruloninatioii of the artieie in question ami 
not merely to lie eonteiit willi <lesf»atchiup the questions ami answers.’’ 

The re])ly of the Ilonoiirahle Sir Joseph IDiore was : 

“ I eannot entrajje that tlie Ooverninont of Imlia ^Yiil eomniit thern.selv'. to any 
ex))reHsion of opinion. ’ ’ 

1 hope that this would satisfy the Honourable the Leader of the 
House wlio aiiparently, in the stress of his duties, had overlooked that 
lie had eommitled himself in so many words 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : AVill the Honourable Member 
^ read my ropl.v to Sir PoAvasji Jehanjrir’s question ^ 
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M'.'. B. R. Puri : Tliat is j)»‘rl('(*My fH-Gihi. ^ uncU'rtakc 

t(» slioAV you your o\\n ciiiswor. 'Phis is \vlui1 you saii! s|)t‘akLUf*: as a 
responsible Minister on heJiall* of the Goveriinieiit. 1 lake niy staiul on 
tliat aiJsAver. Tluvse Avere the identical AvoiTds used by tlie Honourable 
the Lrader of the ilousi*. All that the UoATrnment of India are j)re- 
pared to do is, under tlie eireninstanees, to des])ateh these (piestions and 
ansAvers. AVhat AA*oiild be the advantapo in doinjiT that nnl(‘ss the (Jov- 
ernnient ol India were to send alonp: Avith their despaleh their oAvn 

AueAvs and opinions as to wiiat they think of tliis artiel<‘. ()tln*rwise 
llie ni(‘rt‘ ivpr.rt of rlie (piestions and an.sAvers eould very Aveil be n*ad by 
the llonibay (Government oftieials from I In* daily [iri'^s. As to tije 

eai-Jier i]!('id(‘nls. tJje (\ 1. I). Department of tin* llombay (Jovi*rnnieiit 

must knoAcn that an artic'b* of this nature was published in tlie 

Thiihf (!(jz<ffr as far l)a('k as ISth Aue’ust. They also must have kn(>\vu 
that, in (‘onse(nienee ot the most intb'iminaiory eliarael(*r of that article, 
public nuM'tinn’s had been actually conveiu'd in Karaihi, Avhcre the 
article had b(‘eu A*crA' strongly ('oiuleiniuMl. ('an tin* (loverunient of 
India seriously maintain that the (iov(‘riiment of liombay are iinaAA’are 
of tiiis incident I Tlitu'r (‘y<‘s would oniy b(* opened liy Hit* Himoui’able 
tJic I.eader of tlie House stuidimj* these (piestions and answers to tlie 
[Jonibay (iov(‘rnnient. Sir, this sendiniz* of (piestions and answers is the 
.iob of a. mcr** jmst olb(*(* i*lerlc. Surely that is no’ the way in AA’bicb irreat 
; "li1iea] oi*li;iations ai’e d;s(dia!V(^d l>y a suprium* (loscrnuKUit. X<»av, Sir, 

T will shoAv you Avliat th** (Jovennnciit are not pn'pared to do. so that 
you may tie able to a])preciate tin* <*x1en1 of llie apathy and tin* indiffer- 
eiu'e to wbi('b the Government stand eommitt(*d. Jn the first p!aei‘. they 
say. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Sbanmukbam (dietiy) ; Tlie 
Honourable Member lias just tAA’o minutes more. 

Mr. B. R. Puri : It is not jirepan*!] to eo!ivi‘y its eomh nuicition of 
the article to tlie Bombay GoAa*mmeiit. Tlie (k)A’ernment Avi]] not com¬ 
mit tliemselves to any expressirm of ojiinion It is not ])n‘pared to con¬ 
sult its l^aAv Dejiartment to find out whether the case d(»(*< not fall undei# 
S(^"fion tb.'lA of the Indian Penal CV>de and also ofTends the Press laws. 
In this c(>nn(‘etion, T Avcmld ask tlie House to consider tin* su^rjrostion 
Avhieli eame out from a nominated Memb(‘r, the Honourable Mr. Sarma. 
Mr. Sarma asked : Avhether the (iovernm(*nt AAT*re prejiared to ask the 
Editor in a friendly manner to refrain from Avritin^ any more articles of 
a provocative character. Tlie GoAeriiraent Avere not prepared to do even 
that muc]i. 

Mr. R. S. Sarma (Nominated Non-Official) : I said that the Leader 
of the IIoiiS(* lias already said that they are taking action in forwarding 
these (piestions and aris\A^ers for nccc.ssary action. 

Mr. B. R. Puri : You have as bad a memory as oth(».r Members of 
the Government. Here is your ansAver. You said : 

“ T(j vi(*\v of th(* f;i('t that the PiibliHty Officer of the Government of Ijnlia is in 
direct touch with newspapers all over the country, will the Government be ]*h*asel to 
direct him to draw the attention of the Editor of the Dmlp Gazelle to this aiticle and 
to ask liim, if necessary, in a friendly manner, to refrain from writing any more articles 
of a proA'oeatiAu* character ? ’’ 

I hope my Honourable friend stands corrected now. 

Mr. R. S. Sarma : T want the reply to that. 
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Mr. B. R. Puri : 1’he roply is that the Government of India are 
not pi*ei>are(l to do hcyond what they liave already stated, namely, that 
they will despatch these questions and answers. 

That is the rqply. Time and again, tln^ Government gave the same 
reply, that they are not i)re])ared to go beyond that. Now, Sir, the 
enormity of this action is o])P!i to very serious qm^stion. The hanfl that 
rule.s may be hea\y, but we want that its pressure shonhl be even. It 
would l>e highly mischievous if tlu^ impression got al)road that any 
Anglo-Indian (dfendcr or any European otfender, no matter whom he 
juiiN malign, is above all law's. On the othej* liand. any Indian, no 
matter Ijow higli liis j)osition may be, if lie does any corres])ondiiig act, 
will be haid<‘d up under the law and sent to jail. This kind of 
dism imijuitory trea1ni(*n1 w'onld lead, I am afraid, to violence, the eon- 
se<iuences of Avhieh should be the aim of all i)arties in tliis House to check 
as I'ai' as it lies with us. ]h‘foi*e 1 sit down. I \voul<l like your indiiigv.*iice 
just Tor one second. 1 ha'c got lo skip over a goo(i many points which 
I eannol now 1ak(‘ n]), hnt 1 will just deal for a moment witli the point 
laisr.i l»y my Ibmourabh* friend, .Mr. dames. y<*-;terrlay. 

Mr. President ^The iloiunirahle Sir Shaiiinukliam (Ihctty : The 
rules relatinii' to the time limit on spet-elies of this kind are absolutely 
inaiidat<»ry. Standing Order 24 says : .\m sp»‘ei*h during the ilebate 

shall e.\ee“d fifteen minuti's in diirathn, Owing to the interruptions, 
tin* Chair allnw(‘f! tin* llonourahle M(*mlM*r five* tninutes m!*re. 

Mr. B. R. Puri : 1 move tlial this iJouse do now adjourn. 

Mr. R. S. Sarnia ; Mr. i'resident, my Ilonour;ible fri<nid, -Mr. Puri, 

ifj a eriininal lawyer of (*minenee and has aln*ady w’on fann* ami wealth 
in lii-- ])rof<*ssion, hut 1 must eongratulate him really on the success that 
his forensi<* (*lo(jiK*nce aelii(‘ved on tin* floor of this Hoiis(‘ this morning 
wJn*n In* was able to (*onviiu*e a .section of this House that tin* matter lie 
was raising was of ui’gent public importance. 

An Honourable Member : Are yt.u questioning the ruling of the 
CJiair ? 

Mr. R. S. Sarma : No ; on the other haml. I am saxmg tliat he 

w’as ahh* to conviin*’e the (’hair that the matter was of urgent public, 

importanee. 

lAt this s1ag(’, Mr. President priie Honourable Sir Sluinmiikbam 
(1n‘tty ) vacated ilie Gliair wliieli w’as then occupied by ]\lr. Deputy Presi¬ 
dent (>Mr. Abdul .Matin (’haudbury).l 

I do not think any mail w’ill be more embarnissed by the attitude 
tahen, not by the (Joverninent, }»ut by those who ]u*ofess to he his friends 
tiian Mahatma Gandhi him.'ielf. 8ir, wdiatever we may .say about iMaiiatma 
Gandhi—many peoph* ,say that he is not a good diiilomatist, iioj* is he a 
.■5tat(*sman—he has got one cliaraetoristic wdiieh i*verybody has acknow’- 
ledged, namely. In* has got nr at and good sense of humour which 1 wish 
Memliors sitting on these lienches had po.ssesstnl. There is a Tamil 
proverb which says that a husband thrashed Ins wife and the wife was 
w(‘e]>iiig and, aft(»r half an liour. when the husband came back and asked 
her why she was weeping, she said, she w’as weeping not because iln* hiiS- 
band beat her, but because the husband’s sister laughed at her. 8o, here our 
friends are not concerned as to w’hat the Daily Gazette wTote, but what the 
altitude of the Government was in their replies yesterday. After all, to 
my mind, as a journalist, howtwer silly tlie effu.sion may iiave been in the. 
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[Mr. R. 8. Sarma.] 

Ddily Gazette it was a I'uiuiy article which ouprht not to have been taken 
seriously at all. 1 do admit that it is a rislt job to indul^re in jokes aooiit 
a j)ersoiiality who has achieved International fame and if the ICdiior of 
the paper. 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer (Rohilkund and Kiunaon Divisions : Non- 
Mnhammadan Rural) : 1 think the Honourable Member will afj:ree that it 
was a very foolisli article and should l)e treated witli contempt. It was 
not a liuinorous article. 

Mr. R. S. Sarma : 1 am subject to corr(»ction. 1 say that it was a 
«iHy article and on"ht to iiave been treated like that. But we are not con¬ 
cerned here with the article, but tin* attitude of the Government in their 
replies. Now, wliat was the re])ly Not once, not twice, not llirice, but 
half a dozen times the Ltiadei^ of tlie House yesterday said that he was 
drawiu<r the attention of the Bombay Government to this artich* and he wae 
to fonvard to the Bombay Government a copy of all the interpella¬ 
tions. Some l\lemh<*rs asked yesterday whetlier the Government (d‘ India 
did not t‘xei*eise enntrol, direeti<m ami siipervisicui over the B<*<'{d (J< vii*n- 
ment. ] may s^iy iliat it is because they are ('X'*ix*isinLr dir'‘etio]i and 
control that the Leader of the House thoii^dit it fit to cfunmunicate to the 
Bom he y GovernmeiiJ v.hat the llouourahlc MemlM'rs li tve tlnniLdit abmd 
this matter. Havinjr done That. J want to know wliat further action do 
they e.xpeet the Goverjimenl of India to take ? ])o<*s my Honourable 
frieiui. ^Ir. Puri, e-xpeet the Honourable Sir Harry Hai‘^ to send a clear 
the line messairi‘ to the Commissioner of Sind to hanp the Editor on tin^ 
nearest tree 1 can undejNtand that if tin* Bo!nl)ay Government, aPer 
^roin^i’ throuirh these interpellations, do not do anytliinij and there was still 
bitter feelinjr in lids matter, it will be o}u*n to Members of this House to 
raise tliis (.luestion ajiaiji on the floor of this Ibmse. Having said that 
intK'Ii, I maintain that the altitude of the Government has rK‘en i>erfeetly 
satisfactory so far. 

1 want t(» make one appeal which ] should hav(‘ liked t<» make to tlie 
President and now ] make it to the T)ej)iity I’resideut. We are liaving so 
many motions for adjournment in tfiis House, the object of wideb is to 
ascertiem whether this House really censures the Goveruiiient ou these 
issue or ai)j)roves of tin* action of the (iovcrnim‘nt. But when these 
motions are ordy talked out, it is not fair either to the outside public or 
to the eoristitnencies whose Meml>ers are in this House. 

Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Abdul Matin Ghaudhury) : Order, order : 
The Honourable Member cannot question the decision of the Ghair. 

Mr. R. S. Sarma : 1 am not questioning the decision of the Ghair. 
I am only appealinj? to the Ghair that at least in this matter the House 
should divide and record its votes. 

Mr. B. Das (Orissa Division . Non-Mnliammadan) ; Why don’t you 
challeufire a division ? You have not the courage to challenge a division. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Bir, we havc^ heard the Honourable 
Mr. Sarma many a tim in this House and 1 do not think I can take it 
tl)at he wa.s speaking not seriously. My submissions to this House ou this 
question are three* in number. The first question is whether the Government 
of India can plead that they have no jurisdiction in a matter bke this 
when it concerns the wliole of India as I will presently show. TIio second 
question is whether the article in question, for which I am responsible for 
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briii^iiiK iiito this Ifouso, is not such an insulting and libellous one as 
In crciiU* !)ful blond if the (rovernment of India do not interfere. 1 must 
•-oy that tile leader that appeared in the Daily (hizette was not read by me 
ill any pap».*r of Sind. Aly attention was first drawn to it when it was 
reiiro'liieed hen* and I saAV it in Simla in the Natmtal (\iU only a day 
b^'fore I sent in tin- (pn^stion. The third fjiu^stion is as In the attitude of the 
1 ‘epreseiilaiive of the (lov rnn.eni of India on this article as well as its 
inierpretation and that of tin* rejilies given to the suiipleineiitary ques- 
rujiis by till' representative of tb(‘ (lovernrnent who was on that day the 
Honourable the doint Seerelary 'n the Home Department. 1 was sorry 
that the Honourable the Home Alembir was nnavoidabiy absent, lus. I am 
>uie. bis ri'plies wmdd have been given witJi more taet and would liave 
been more satisfactory. Of course, I do not in the least eondeinii or say 
anything in eondeinnation of the Honourable the Joint Secretary. I know 
he was sincere in what he said, though he was mistaken. Perhaps it was 
due to tlie fact that it was the first time that lie opeiK*d his mouth in this 
Jlousr when lie gave answers which were ab.solutely unreasonable and 
unsatisfactory. As the time at my disposal is limited, 1 will run over 
tliese ihrei^ questions. The first rpiestion is witli regard to the jurisdiction. 
This article has not 1-een published only in Sind and docs not affect the 
}-(‘opie of Sind only. Tliis article is not of sucdi a ebaracter that it can 
be takcMi notice of only by the people of Sind or Bombay, but it is an artiele 
wliicb is lil’.cly to be taken notice of by the whole of Tndia. Tin* Ihtihj 
(hizftfv claims to be a jiaiier wbieb has got a large circulation. 

An Honourable Member : lias it ? 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : At any rate, it has the Government 
support. So, if I may be permitted to say so, the Government have been 
more or less negligent in taking action against these Anglo-Indian papers 
in onler to bring them to their proper sense.s. I say that as this is a 
(piestion of all-India importance, it will cause had lilnod if this article is 
allowed to go to ev(*ry nook and corner of India unchallenged. There¬ 
fore, it i.s certainly an alMndia que.stion on which the Government of Tndia 
cannot come forward and give an unsati.sfactory reply to the effect that 
they will act as a channel or as a post office only to send these questions 
to tlv Bombay Government. 1 submit, this is one phase of the question of 
jurisdiction, (’omirig to the s^^cond, it is a legal point. In my questions, 
I asked whether the Government of India were going to take legal action 
again.st this fiaper for this article which, according t(> some Honourable 
Alembers of the House, is at least fooli.sh or childish. If you read the 
artieh* closely and if you know; the career of this paper in having published 
previously an artiele of this nature, 1 .submit, it is the duty of Govenuiient 
to take notice of it. According to law\ there is a ..section in the (’ode of 
Oiminal Procedure which .says that if there is any offence which is con¬ 
tinuing, or continues over other areas, any Government of any area wull 
have jurisdiction to take cognisance of it. As this article has appeared 
also in Delhi and in Simla and also elsewhere, why should not the Govern¬ 
ment o.P Tndia take action agaiast the paper under section 153A of the 
IVnal (’ode. 

Si ctiori 182, Code of Criminal Procedure, says : 

“ Where an ofTenee is a contiiming one, and continues to be eonimitterl in more 
local areas than one, or where it consists of several acts done in different loral nrrRs, 
it may be inquired into or tried by a Court having jurisdiction over any of such local 
areas.'' 
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The eoniineiitary on this section says : 

“ Jl* :i dofaiiiaforv letter is posted in Madias with a view to its being read in 
Tinuevellv, tlie olVenee of defamation is triable either in .Madras or in Tiiinevellv iimler 
seetion J7l> or LSI'.” 

JSiiiiilarly, tlie (‘ditor of an oftViisive article can be prosecuted at any 
|)Jace where his ])a}»er is circulated. 

I need iiol pursue this point further. But 1 must say tliat it is eertaiii 
that flu‘ Government of India, under their several functions, could take 
co^ni'iaiiee of this article and ctnisider it for themselves. Different inter¬ 
pretations are sonjriit To he put on tliis article and it is the duty of the 
Goveriinunt to come forward and consult their own legal ofticers aiul oomc 
to a «tetinitc conclusion. It is up to the Government of India themselves 
to talcc action in tJic matter and not direct the Government of Bombay t(‘ 
enquire into the matter. If this eaniiot be done, the Government of India 
can send a [)(‘rem|)l(n-y order to tlie Govt'nunent of Bombay to (‘mpiiri* into 
the m;.'lter. Aj«i;]'t fr<»m the power of superinttuideiice and tlie ]»ow. r of 
revision that (lie thixernnient of India iiave, they have gtnierally all-India 
power and. 1 submit, that according to hnv, they iiiiisl take actimi. The 
re]»ly ihat tliey lia\'c givtm is absolutely uiisatisfaetory and, by tins rejdy. 
ilu' Gf'verniiiejit have* sliowii that tliey are taking a [lartial attitude towards 
the Anglo-Indian pres^. 1 am sure, if a^i Indian paper had done soim»- 
Tliing like this anil had attacked a Kiiro])eaii in this way, 1 do not know 
whetiior tin* niattiM* will have stood only with the Governimmt of India. 
.l^ction would lJa^•e been taken even by tin* Secretary of State lor India. 
On this jioint I must say further that the position of Government in the 
answers that they have given is rather ineonsistent. Sir, as my Honour¬ 
able iriend, Mr. Piiri, lias made it plain that tin* (lovernment of India have 
given cei'laiii replies bi Tvhieh th(‘y say that they have got nothing more 
to do tiian to send the papers to the Bombay (iovernment. I snlnnit. ihat 
is not a fair position as disclosed in the answers that they liave givim. f 
will presently siu»\v that, on the interpretation of th(‘ article, the Hononr- 
abie the .Joint Secretary of the Jlojm Department has given more or less a 
definite oiiinion, and, having given a definiti* o]>ini()n, was it right to say 
only that the jiaiiei-s would he sent to the l>ombay Government ! It a*.( odd 
mean tiiat They jnvjudif'e the case with regard to the article itself and 
then say that tlu^y would .send the papers to the Bombay Government. On 
Uiat point. I put a spec.iti*- (piestion to the Honourable the L(‘ader of the 
Hon.se who liappeiied to intervene on behalf of the Home Dtqiartmeiu, I 
j)Ut tile following qmvstion ; 

I krmw, Sir, wlu'tlior tlio Ilonounibto the Leader of the House agices with 
a reply given by tlie liome Seen•!ary, bee;iiisc it .'ijipears to me that he is pre.imliciiig 
the east* by giving liis opinion for tin* eonsideratioii of the Local rJovernmeut ? ” 

The reply was very unsatisfactory. Then, having show’ii tlie. passage 
in the Daihf (inzeiie, T asked the Home Secretan^ the following (pie.stion : 

“ May I know, with this explanation, of the Daily Gasrettr, whether the Honourable 
Mf^mbor w’ould tlsink it necessary to call the attention of the Bombay Government that 
the answci is only childish and the allegation is admitted, and that action should, there¬ 
fore, be takim against the J)aily Ga::rt1r ? 

What was the reply ? Tt will show how the Government t>f India 
tried to prejudice the case. Tlie reply was : 

“ No, Sir. The Government of India, do not propose to call the attention of the 
Government of Bombay to a reply which explains the obvious meaning of the article.*^ 
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Tbcii, ISir, the Goveriiiuent of India more or less agree with tiie Daily 
Gazette that the obvious explanation is the one given by that paper. So I 
put another question to tlie Home Secretary which runs : 

May 1 kuow, therefore, whether Government arc ai-ceptiug this explanation which 
will not he ucceptahle even to a chihi ? ** 

The reply was : 

“ The explanation ^iven is an obvious one to any one who lias a j^ood knowdodge 
of the -I'Jnglisli language.’’ 

j\lay I say here, witlioul any disrespect to anyone, that this reply iiu.s 
been takcii verbalim froni (lie exidanation of the Editor of the Daily 
Gazette ( Willi n'gard to tlie article, which I brought to the notice of the 
Goveninient, from the Daily GazcHe, the reply then given by (.lotem¬ 
inent was that lii. meaning was clear only to those who had a good kiif»\vledge 
of English. I siihmit that this e.\]>lanation has been insjnrefi plainly 
by tlie exjilanatioii given in the Daily Gazette and tiien the Jlonoiirahle 
H(‘m!a‘r eame forward and said lliat tliose who liad a good knowledge oi 
Engli.^h would only a])])reeiate its meaning. Then, again, 1 pin another 
pointed question wliieli runs : 

“ May I know if tin- lJ(»n(niral>lr Meiiihor i.s aware tliat there have been so many 
critici'^in.s over lliis article whicli lias been called childish and whether tliose wiio have 
criticised also tlo not kiioAv tin* English laiiguagt* well ! 

The rei>ly was : 

• • 1 liiive not seen any erit ieisinx. Sir, except the Honourable Mmuber’s. ‘' 

Where ditl iln* iloiiourahlc Member i-ead my crilieism I ! did in/t 
write in any iiewsiiaji r. When Ik* referred to me, there was. 1 iiiust say, 
in .some quarters a su.sjiieion that the Honourable ^lember was referring to 
my own knowledge of j*Jlgli^h. Ibit I was quite eharitable on tliis tioint 
•nid took it that lie i-onld not have possibly meant that my knowledge of 
English was defi'otive. 'i o he fair to him on this j)oint, 1 must say that 
lie made it eiear to me yi'stm'day' in the lobby that he never meant to say 
that my knowh'dge of Jbiglisii was bad. On tin* other hand, he said to 
the conirary. Therefore, i liaM* no complaint on that point. So far as tin* 
answers are eoiieerned, I mu.d say positively' that the doint Seerelary of 
the Home Dejiarlmenl has jirejudiced the ease if it should go to Oiturt. He 
.said that the exjilaiiatioji was obvious. 1 still repeat that it I' i.ol an 
explanation whieh will he aeeeptable even to a eliild. Anyway*, hen* it is 
C07isi(b*n (1 by some to l.e foolisl: and sueh a.s no responsible papei- should 
publish. Why *^lioiild a n'sjKUisihle ]ia])er like the Daily Ga:elte eoine 
forwaid and make jokes at a man who Ls so revered and on whose aeiMumt 
the viioh* of India will re.sent. After this artiele was ])ui)lisi.eil, the 
J)aiJ}f Gazrtl(\ in its issue, dated tiie dOth August, has pointed out how 

this matt(*r in faet led to a stir amongst the peo])le of Karachi that they 

met in tin* Khalikdino hall and gavi* «*xpre.ssion to their views eondemning 
this artiele. Furtlior on, it is said in the 'paper that it was even given out 

that if sueh an artiele had hn‘n written in Hengal, they’ would have si*en 

how to mei't with the Avriter. 

Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Abdul Matin Chaiidhiiry') .- The Honour¬ 
able Member has got one niiiiiite more. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : What I am submitting with regard to thi? 
article i.s that it is really inflammatory^ I may almost call it libellous. 
Coming then, to the third question, the attitude of Government, I have, 
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rnn'iiu-ial (JovoniiiKMifs fo hr drnlt with. Is this mi uttitudr which the 
llousc will Those tL*iv> mv ^onr when the House was tiiore or 

less helpless on this sule at least, hut now tlu* clays are (lifl'ereiit. 

Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Abdul Matin Cliaudhury) ; The Honour¬ 
able IVIember’s time is up. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : T w^as saying that we are now more wide 
awake, and I support this motion. 


Mr. S. C. Mitra (Chittagong and Rajshahi Divisions : Non-Muham¬ 
madan Rural) : iSir, I sui)i)oit tlie motion oJ‘ my Honourable friend, 
Mr. 1‘nri. J do not like to diseuss the nc*wspaper article in (pieslion in 
detail, because 1 know every sensible man will treat with contt'mpt such 
inelegant and indecent articles and ap])raise the worth of the author. But 
what 1 regret is the attitude of Government. P<*rsonally, 1 think that had 
the Honourable the Honn* IMemher becni present yesterday, wc W(uild not 
have l)(‘en cjompelled to drag the discussion to this extent. I know the 
Leader of the House wanted to mitigate the situation by saying that ho 
would refer the (questions and answers to the Bombay GovernmeiiT. I v,i.sh 
he had been bold enough to say that the Government of India did not 
approve of .such articles and that they did not think that these ugly senti¬ 
ments should have been indulged in. 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : 1 did say that. 1 said that I 
entirely agreed with JSir Cowasji Jehangir that it was in very (jiiestionable 
taste indeed. 


Mr. S. C. Mitra : The Joint Secretary of the Home Department 
perhaps, being new to this House, did not gauge the depth of feebiig 
amongst the Indians that such scurrilous remarks were made against one 
of their greatest leaders. There is no doubt a general impressk)n in the 
country that Anglo-Indian y)apcrs are immune from all the sections of the 
Penal Code. Wc have tried, times without number, to bring to the notice 
of tile House during the Kashmir disturbances the objectionable nature of 
the articles from the Sfatesman, which should have been suppressed, and 
also, on many other occasions, and it is really a very deplorable thing that 
this impression should be confirmed by such callous attitude of the Govern¬ 
ment of India in this particular matter. I do not know what is the standard 
of sense of decorum or decency, prevailing in tbe^ western civilised 
world ; but I can tell the Honourable the Home Member and the Govorn- 
ment Benches that wc, oriental people, may be very backward in every¬ 
th, irig else, but, according to our semse of honour and decency, such 
inelegant and indecent expressions from educated men is never tolerated 
in any decent society. I do not know the ideas of humour of my friend, 
.l\Ir. Sarma, but I think he will agree that this sort of writing is neither 
Inimoroiis nor will be accepted as witty by any civilised people ; if he 
thinks over it closely and not be anxious to support Government in every 
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the Ciovcrnineiit of India, having? the jmwer of suj)erintendenee. direction 
and ^'ontrol over the Provincial Governments, should have taken steps, 
when tl](‘ir attention was drawn to this matter by Mr. Lalchand Navalrai, 
to draw the attention of the Bombay Government, and that would have 
coiisrijed the feelin;:?s of the Members of this House. I think it was not 
fair to consider this matter as merely provincial, particularly when the 
attention of Government was draw'n specially to it by my friend, Mr. Lal- 
cha/id Navalrai. J liave my own view’s a.s to w’hetliei^oii these small matters 
the Httentioij of Government should at all be drawm, »'i.s it is very insi^ni- 
tieant. hut once it is brought to the notiee of Government, T think it is 
incumbent on the Government of India to do their best and satisfy public 
opinion in these matters. With these remarks, I sny>j)ort the motion. 


Mr. F. E. James (Madras : European) : Sir, if ever it is my mis¬ 
fortune to pet ensnared in the toils of litipation, 1 shall endeavour to 
enpape Mr. Puri on my behalf as then* is no doubt that there is no one 
who can make a better speech on a liopeless ease. 1 should like, first of 
all, to say, in repard to the remarks wdiich are (pioted from this particular 
article, that none of ns on tliis side of the IIoiLse w’onld wish to pivc the 
impression that we tliiiik they are in any way justifiable. My owm personal 
view is that they are in bad taste, they are foolisli and they are p^ulant ; 
and when anythinp is said in a widely circulated press which is either 
))etu]aTit or foolish or in had taste, and specially w’hen those remarks are 
addressed to a person wdio is held in preat veneration by the wdiole of 
India, then obviously they are very unfortunate and nobody in nis normal 
senses would justify their publication in any responsible journal. But 
when that is said, 1 do bep of Members of the House to preserve a sense 
of proportion in dealinp wdth this matter. Many foolish thinps are 
said from time to time almost every day in almost every^ paper. 
Honourable Members of (Tovernment have, in a paper which is pub¬ 
lished not very far from here, been caricatured in the most scandalous 
terms by a very w’’cll-knowTi caricaturist. The last caricature I saw 
was of the Honourable Member for Industries and Labour, and T should 
certainly think that, from the description of the Honourable Member, 
he had an extremeU pood case for complaint, and an extremely pood 
case for intervention by the Government of India. I w’onder why he 
did not ask the Government of India to exercise their pow’^ers of 
superintendence, direction and control over the Local Government. I 
once more appeal to the House, in view’ of what I,have said and of what 
I think should be the attitude of every reasonably-minded man, to 
preserve a sense of proportion in this matter. T would remind the 
Members of this House of the meaninp of this adjournment motion. An. 
adjournment motion is directed aprainst the Government. If it 
carried, it means that the Government of the day is censured. On 
what basis is this motion f^oinp to be carried through the House ? As 
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far as 1 could uuderstaud the sp(‘eeh of my fIoi].oi[rai)]e friend, 
Mr. Puri, he had Iwo complaints : the first was that the (Jovernment 
of India, as a (Joveriimenl. were not pr(‘par(‘d to exi)ress an opinion 
about these particular words. I put it to my Honourable friend, that 
we aix* livinfr in very anxious limes : there are many important malters 
before the House : we Iiave just interriipt(*d a discussion, on the 
Reserve Bank Bill Avhieh, according? to many Alemlx'rs of the ()j)posi- 
tion, is the most important measure yet placed before this House. 
Therefore, the (iovernment of India's time is fully oeeu])ied. Does my 
Honourable friend rt'ally siiji^rest that the Government of India should, 
as a (.Tovernment, seriously consider these particular words or any 
Bimilar words made in any publication, in India and come to a considered 
and careful opinion as to Avhetber they are or ar(‘ not ])roper ! 1 do 

suggrest that my Honourable friend's sense of humour and sense of pro¬ 
portion have deserted him on this occasion. 

I gather that the second ground for the adjournment motion is that 
if the Government of India did not express an official opinion, at least 
they sliould exercise their great pf»wers of superintendence, direction and 
control over the Bombay Government so that that Government should 
take action, in regard to this article. Now, those of us who have been 
in clo.se touch Avilh Provincial Governments, and Avho have served on 
Provincial Legislatures Avell knoAA’ lhat the provinces art* v(u-v jealous 
of the exercise of these great poAvers by the Government of India, and 
resent any interference very much. Therefore, it is not unnatural that 
the Government of India should not, as a rule, use these powers in 
respect of Local Governments unless there is some verj” gravt* emergency, 
unless there is some very compelling circumstance which will make the 
use of those poAvers justified. I Avould ask Honourable Members in 
this House frankly to face the issue and answer the question—are the 
circumstances so compelling as to make it justifiable for the Govern¬ 
ment of India to nse these powers ? Is the emergency so grave ? This 
article was published, I believe, some time in August. T understand 
one meeting of protest has been held in Karachi. I have not heard of 
other meetings : I have not heard of any breach of the peace in Karachi 
itself. I quite admit that articles of this kind arc foolish and Ihey do 
breed ill feeling between one community and anotlier ; but, at the’ 
same time, let us preserve a sense of proportion in. these matters and 
realise that there is no justification whatsoever for the exercise of these 
great aud extraordinary powers, of direction, superintendence and 
control by the Government of India. 

Rao Bahadur B. L. Patil fBombay Southern Division : Nou-Muham- 
madan Rural) : Mny T ask Avhether the Honourable Member knows that 
superintendence, apart from the Ihav of the country itself, gives such a 
power to the Governor General in Council to prosecute such persons ? 
If he kii'iAA's that, I have no more to say. 

Mr. P, E. James : I did not hear my Honourable friend, but, in any 
case, it is immaterial. I understood from the (•ommeree Meinlier, as 
from the Joint Secretary to the Home Department, who, on this his 
first appearance, has had to answer questions and has been placed in a 

yery difficult position (which, I am sure, Ifembers of this House will 
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realise)—T understood that they wen* prepared to send the proceedings 
of Ihis House at question lime to the Jiombay (Toverninent. 1 consider 
that that is a very sympathetic s<(*p for the Hov(*rnriient of India to have 
agreed to take ; and J do suggest that if Honourable Members of this 
House, in. vit‘W of all the circumstances, in view of the important business 
which is l)<‘r()re 1h»‘ House, in view of tht* foolishness of the words 
which are complained (»f, in view of all these things, I do sugg(*st that 
Members of this House sljould In* content with what the ({overnmerit 
have agreed to do and should fiirow out tlie mofidu f'lir adjournment 
which is in effect a motion of c<‘nsurc. The real (pu'stion which we shall 
have shortly lo faee is this r on this isNue. are Mem[)ers genuinely and 
honestly pre[>arefl to censure the (}ov(*rnmeiJt of India ? If they are 
and if the eeiisure nudion is really carried against the Hovernment of 
India, then I am not at all sure that the (iovenior Heneral will not be 
,iustifi<‘d in ord(‘ring a speedy dissolution of this Assembly so that fresh 
elections can be h(‘ld ! 

I At this stage, Mr. President (The llononrable Sir Shannmkham 
Chetty) resumed the Phair. ] 

Mr. K. C. Neogy (Dacca Division : Non-Muhammadan Kiiral) : We 
Hhetty) resumed the Chair.] 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir (Bombay City : Non-Muhammadan Urban) : 
Mr. Ibesident, I am afraid, this is a most unfortunate debate, because 
it is founded, I am sure, on a misiiiulerKtari.ding. 1 cannot, for 
one moirunt, believ<‘ that fuiy Member of this House, whether he be on 
the (lovernment Benclies or on the.se Benches here or on those Beiielies 
furThcr down, would for one minute try to justify such a leader in a 
responsible newsf)aper—and I believe it is a responsible iiews])apcr—at 
least 1 have never heard of it before—talking of a man, with liom we 
may disagree, witli whose methods we may disagree, but about whom 
there can be no two opinions that he is a man of international reputation, 
a man admired hr millions in this e»»untry. To talk about a man like that, 
especially of a man of his year.s—he is 65—about spanking him in a 
leader, not tiven in a note, is really the most absurd thing 1 have ever 
heard of ; and I do not think that any of those n'plies that came from 
the op})osite Benches tried to justify the remarks made in that leader. 
But my Honourable friends op|>ositc, ])erhaps in the absence of the 
flonourable the Home Member, who. bow!*ver sti-oug his replies may 
be, however clear they may be and however mueli he may disagree 
with us, has always g<»t such a pleasaiil smib* on his face a’ul who tells 
us exactly what he thinks and what he is going to do. were at a dis> 
ad vantage. 

Now, Sir, notwithstanding the very able assistaiiee given by my 
^ Honourable friend, the Leader of the House, to 

a new Member on the Gj>vernment Beiiches, 1 
do believe that a misunderstanding did take place, and T can reaJi.se 
how this misuTiderstanding did take place. My Honourable friend, T 
believe be is the doint Secretary in the Home Department, is here for 
Ih'* first time, and although he was answering questions, it was a maiden 
otTort for all 1 know. T do not know whether he has addressed 
the House before, it was a maiden speech, and in attempting lo give 
answers perhaps he was n^ot quite what the Home Member might haye 
li272LAD 
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been. JVrlifijxs lie fully realises from this iiieideiit that it is not so easy 
for (ioveriiineiit Mt*ml)ei*s to f?ive repJies as he imajrined. It is a diliieult 
tJjiiig ; it is an art that has to be acquired, and my llojionrable tri(*iid, 
the Home i\iomber, and niy Honourable friend, tlie Leader of tlie House, 
have acquired the art j’eally to perfectioji, and it will be many years 
perhajis before my Honourable friend, the Joint Secretary, will ac(piire 
the art in tlie same manner as my two Honourable friends wlio sit on 
the front Benches, lint tliat misunderstanding^ need not lead to a vote 
with rejrard to the adjournment motion. 

'i'he real iioint is this, and it is a constitutional point. Have the 
Government of India sufiervision, direction and control over Provincial 
Governments ? They have today ; they may not have two or three years 
hence. And we have got to consider the constitutional position as it 
stands today. My Honourable friend, ]\Ir. Jame.s, who now sirs so far 
away that I can hardly hear—1 believe he was talking about the smisitive- 
ness of Local Governments ab(»ut the interference from the Gentrai Gov¬ 
ernment. 1 was just as sensitive in days gone by, but the fact remains 
that the Central Government are resjionsible. They are responsible to 
this House in a way, not comi>leteIy, but in a way ; at least they are respon¬ 
sible to the extent that they have* to answer our (piestioiis. I do not think 
that the Treasury Benches opposite can on certain occasions take the 
resjionsibility of certain actions of the Local Governments, and, on other 
occasions, say : “ We shall have nothing to do with the Local Government, it 
is their business, and we will allow them to do wliat they like This is 
inconsistent. 1 can understand their saying ; “ We shall not go on en¬ 
quiring every day about certain matters from the Local Government, we 
are not going to bother them ”. But when a question is asked of them : 
“ What about this article in the papers ? ”, the only answer that Govern¬ 
ment can give is that they will consider the matter, that th(*y will refer it to 
the Local Government, that they wdll get the vietvs of the Local Govem- 
nnmt, but that they will give it their consideration. I cannot see, under 
the present Constitution, how they can refuse this side of th(‘ House con¬ 
sideration of any matter that they may bring to their attention. They 
may reject it, but consideration of the matter they must give. But, un¬ 
fortunately, and that is where the misunderstanding took place,—un¬ 
fortunately, the reply led us to believe that Ooverninent refused to give 
the matter consideration although half a dozen Members on this side of 
the House demanded that Government must give eonsideration to this 
matter. That is where the constitutional position comes in. I think that 
this side of the House can, under the present constitution, demand that the 
Government must consider the matter. The consideration of the matter 
may consist of the Home Member glancing through the article and saying : 
“ Gentlemen, I do not think this re(piires any furtVier eonsideration 
That means he has already' given it consideration and he has come to the 
con(‘lusion that he cannot give it any further consideration. But to tell 
us : “ We will refer it to the Local Government, and we will not interfere 
with ihe Local Government whatever they may do —that is not the 
constitutional position and cannot be the constitutional position of the 
Government of India. Tf that were the constitutional position, then Local 
Gov ernments could turn round and t^ll the Honourable Members opposite 
that they would do whatever they liked with Mr. Gandhi and that the 
Government of India could please themselves. That is not the cojistitu- 
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tional j)Ositi()n. WFien we ask questions about Mr. Gandlii, the Honour¬ 
able AJenib(*r lakes I’lill responsibility for actions taken ai*d says ; “ These 
are otir actions That may have been the resnll of consultation vith the 
Ijoe.al (3ov(‘i'njnent ; it may be tliat tlie Local Gov(u*nment disagreed with 
them and they had to submit to the Government of India ; bur they do 
not tell us that. We have nothing to do with wliat Die Gentrai Govern¬ 
ment do with the Local Government, or what weight they give to the 
opinion of tlie Local Government. We are not eoneorned with that. 
What W(* are eoneerned with is, wdiat do the Government of India think 
about a matter over vvbich they have superintendenee, direction and 
control. It is oiir eonstitutional right that we shall get an answer. That 
is Die (piestion and, I feel eertain, that there was a misunderstanding. I 
have never s(*t‘n any Gov(‘rnmeiit yet. Loeal oi- (^uitral, who will shirk 
their responsihility in that way, and I have not the slightest doubt that 
JloiMMirable Members ojiposite do not want to shirk any responsibility. 
Lnt, as I say, the answers were unfortunate and it became all the more 
unfortunate, lieeaiise it was connected with an article which wdil give 
ofTenee lo millions in this country. Honourable ATemliers opposite may 
not agree with me, but it is a fact that this article will give rhe greatest 
olfenee, will hurt th(‘ feelings of millions in Diis country. AVe may dis¬ 
agree witli Mr. Gandhi, and no one lias disagreed with Air. Gandhi more 
than 1 hav(‘. (qieiily and privately. No one ])erbaps has t(>ld Air. Gandhi 
his mind m<»re cb*arly, and no one has lieen less afraid to say vhat he 
thinks pnhliely. Gut Mr. Gandhi is a great man, and if articles of this 
stnpid <'haraeter ar<‘ wrilten and if they are resented hy millions of people 
in this eonntry, altliough they may not fall within the four corners of the 
law. we do demand that the Government of India shall he responsible to 
ns and shall tell ns that they have coiLsidered this matter, that it falls or 
does not fall within the four corners of the law and that they do not 
desire to take any further action in the matter, or they cannot or they 
will ru)t. Some sort of reply wc* must get from the Government of India, 
and we eanmtt h«* told that the matter has been refei'red to the TiOcal Gov¬ 
ernment who will do what they choose and we shall not got a reply. That 
is the ])osition and that is all that the trouble is about. 

Now, Air. President, T do think that the matter can he solved in fivt* 
minutes, 'flie constitutional f>«'sition ha^ onl>’ to he placed before the 
House by Die Home .Meuiher and the thing is over. I <lo feel that the 
Goxerniiient of India eaiiiiot and will not take up the ]>osiTion that they 
r(*fiise nude?* any eireninstaTietvs, with or witliont consultation wiDi the 
Tjeca] (Joveriiiiieiit, to say wliat they pro]K)se to do with regard to an 
arli'-le lik'e tlmt. I do not think they can lake up that position, and. T am 
sure, no Government can take up that constitutional position so long as the 
present Gonstitntion lasts. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shanniukham Chetty' : The 
ITonoiirahle ATemher’s time is up. 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir : In two minutes more T shall fiiiisli. T do 
not think anybody would like fo he told in a h*ading article “ A’^ou ought 
to spanked and if the same was written of any of us. or any of those 
g<;iiDenien op].osite, 7 do not think we would ho very pleased A:ul if 
this is eT|ei)uragf‘d. tomorrmy you wi1V get hmders-saying ‘,^ .1 ‘?honli] be 
1hy‘H(Stloiir^ithfe‘^M<^ltd''fhe''Tje^ oi^‘t1ie 'Itouse. my TToimiirahte 
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friend, tile Home Member, every one of us should be spanked and, Iben, 
my Honourable friends will have to grrin and bear it if they exjiress no 
resentment now a.t such stupid and vindictive articles. J trmst that this 
misunderstanding will be removed within the tiri^t two or three minutes 
of tbe speech of my Honourable friend, the Hoiiie Member. (A[)plause.) 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig (Home Member) •. 1 must, in the 
first place, express my regret tiiat 1 was not in the House yesterday at 
question lime, hut 1 was engaged on work whieh I considere<l to be of 
great impurlaiice and 1 tiid not expt‘et for a moment that any storm 
w^ould develoj) in eousecjiunee of this (piestion. and, I am afraiil, even 
if I hatl known that the storm was going to develop, 1 should still have 
felt that the work on wiiieli I Wii'- engaged was mon- important than 
the w’ork of answering ibis (juestioi.. Now, Sir. 1 am very grateful to 
the Honourable Members oiiposlte who have jiaid im* the conipliinein of 
suggesting that anything that 1 might have said yesterday might pos¬ 
sibly have avoided s<»me <»f the troubu', but 1 must confess, after reading 
the (juestioiis and answ(*rs, 1 feel that in a way I am viu’.v glad that I w'as 
not in the Houst‘ yesterday. I am jierfeetly certain that I sliouhl not 
have betMi able to deai with tlic >ituatI(‘M .in\' iiien* elfti'tively than my 
friend, who sits lieiiind me. a:id my fri<‘im. tin* Ilonourabh tin* Leader 
of the House. They wei'* sidijeeteii. Sir, to a very inlm'se bonibard- 
menl and T tliink tlie posiii<*ii tiny de'. eh.ped Infoie the Ilonse was a 
perfectly rimsonaidc one. 

Now, Sir, with nd'erciiee to vdia» fell from my Honourable friend, 
Mr. Mitra. and my Honourable friend. Sir ( owasji Jehangir, about the 
iiatina* of the article, let linre In* Jio misundei-slandiiig about that. and. 
I do not think, if the ansveis <d‘ my Honourable friends an* reganlmi 
wdth some fairness, that there could be any misiuiderstamliiig. One 
know'.s that the t^uideuey of modern .iouriuiiism all over the world is in the 
effort to 1)(‘ bright, too ofteti to pass the bounds of good or even reason¬ 
able taste, and occasionally T fear, 1 do not want to insult any of my 
journalist friends and lliere are wry iriany luojourable exeejit ions, lo 
lap.se into vulgarity. Weil, Sir, I think tiiis v'as; one of thos * eases, an 1 
wdicn .such lapses oeeur, tiiey must errtainly be d(*plored. ihil. Sir, the 
p.ojnt of attack on the Goveruii'ent is not the nature of this {irticb*, for 
W'hieh the (ioverniin*nt aiv not responsible, but the altitude of fh(‘ Gov¬ 
ernment in regard to tin* deinaud put forward yesterday by the House. T 
must say. I am very mucii .^surprised tbal wi* should be asked to take an 
altiliub* different from tlie attilud<* that was taken up yesterday. Our 
general yioliey in regard to the adinini.stration of the reserved Provincial 
subjects is, 1 think, pretty well apj»reciate»l by the House. We an* eon 
stanily being presscil by cuTairi Honourable Members, particularly, if 
T may say so, by my Honourable friend, Mr. Tjalchand Navalrai, to 
take an active part in the Provincial administration and that is a temiency 
which we, in the Home nepertment, invariably resist. T cannot accept 
the view’ put fonvard by my ILmourabli* friend. Sir Cowasji Jehangir. 
It is perfectly true that constitulionail> the Government of India have 
the power of superintendence, direction and control in regard to Provin¬ 
cial reserved subjects, but it is perftvlly obviems that the administration 
of this enormous country could not go on if the Government of India 
were. contiijually interfering in the administration of Provincial subjects. 
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Sir Cowasji Jehangir : 1 never said that. 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : Provineiai Governments are, alter 
all, very n^spoiisible bodies. They have their Lej^islative Councils which 
ar ■ very vigilant watchdogs ol what they are doing. It is only in Ibe 
major matt(*rs ol policy—questions of the treatment of Mr. Gandhi ad¬ 
mittedly—questions of that sort—that we liave to take an active prrt. 
Now, Sir, when these questions arise which consider fall wdthin the 
normal administrative powers of a Local Government, so far as 1 am 
concerned, I have alw^ays refused to take any definite action in the way 
of inlerferijig w'ith the discretion of a Local Government, arul tiie utmost 
that we in tlie Home Department ever care to do is precisely Avhat my 
Ilon.nirahJe friend, the Leader of the House, agreed to yesterday, and I 
think it was a very n^asoiiahle. otrer, namely, to eomiiiunicate ti e opinions 
of this House to the L()caJ Government. That is wljat iiiy HcMicjurabie 
friend, the l^'fider of the House, agreed to do yesterday and that is pre¬ 
cisely wlial 1 should have done* had 1 been in my plaee. It is I’eally a 
(»f the degree of iinportanee that is attaelied to this artieh*. My 
Ilononrahle friend. Mr. dames, said that he feh there was a certain lack 
of proportion. I must say the .same idea crossed my mind. My Honour- 
ahle fi-iend. \n moving this motion, referred to tliis as a monmiponv ques¬ 
tion. Well, Sir, if I regartled this in any way as a momentous question, 
I diould ('•■rtainl.v haw r‘*f«-rred ilu* matter to the Hoinh.iv (hivei-ntnent 
ami madr some imjuii*ies. 

Mr. B. R. Puri : I hojK* the Honourable Mtunber w*ill ])ardon me if 
1 inlerriii»t him. I m‘ver said that the articl(‘ itself eonstinped a 
momento\o; (piestnui, 1 sai<l that ihe momenl(uis question w’as the 
inditTerenee of the Government of India. 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : I am sorry, if 1 misunderstood 

the Honourable Meinlx'r, Init tven ih<‘ imlitrereiiee of the Government 

of India does not ai)pear to me to be in this case a very moineiiious' 

question. The point at issue really is wliether this is a normal matter 

of adininislration. In regard to the control of the Press, our delilxn'ate 
policy lias been for luanN ^:‘•^r.'^ 1i» leav» tliest* matters to the Local 
Governments and I W’ouhi just ivni'.ml the House that wdien the Indian 
Press A(*t of 1h‘>l — I liope my referer.ee to it will not in any way annoy 
the House was passed, the powers for dealing witli the Press were 
quite definitely placed in the hamis (d* Local Governments and the 
intention was that tho.s» po\M*rN should remain wdiere the Legislature 
had placed them, and only iit ver\ exceptional and unusual cases would 
tin* Gov(‘rnmeiit of India <lream «»f questioning tin* disert*tion of the 
Local Governim*nf. In this particular ease, I think, we can safely leave 
tlie matter to the Government ot Pombay. After all, wdiat was this 
ai iieh* ! An article published in a ])aper in Karachi, an article which 
would probably iM*ver havi* been noticed in this part of the w^orld at any 
rate, if it liad not been disseminated to some extent by a Delhi iiews- 
pa]u*r, and had not r«*et'i^(*d tlu* tremeiulous advertisement wdiieh has 
been given t<» it by my Honourahle friend’s question and by this 
motion in the House this e\tiling. I tl.ink. Sir, if tin* House had been 
content to h*iive this article in Hie obscurity w’hich it deserved, it would 
have been very much her ter for all concerned, including, if I may ven¬ 
ture to say so, Mr. Ganilhi. No one w-aius any insults to be directed 
against him ; no one wants, writings of this sort to multiply j but th« 
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question of taking actioji is quiti* a iliffererit matter. I am cer¬ 

tainly not prepand to make any suggestion to the Bombay Govero- 
ment that any kijid of legal actioji should be taken. 1 do not think, Sir, 
there is anything more I need sa.v except lo make it quite clear tiiat 
on the general point which is at issue liere as to whether the Govern¬ 
ment are right in the attitude they' have taken towards this question, 

I have not the smallest doubt that the Government are riglit and I hope 
that the House wdll suppoil ns In that decision. 

Mr. C. S. Rauga Iyer ; 8ir, lefore I ]"*roeeed with my speech, 1 
should like to jnit one direct (pieslion t(» the Honourable the Iloiiie Mem¬ 
ber and tliat is this : whether he Avill ot. prepared to coiive.y to the Gov¬ 
ernment of Bombay tlie debate on this adjournment motion along with 
the questions and supplemer.iary questions which the ilonourable the 
Leader of the House 'was prepared to convey with a note that great 
feeling jirevailed on this side of the House ? 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : 1 am pcTleetly prepared to con¬ 
veys the proceedings of the House, but I do iioi propose* to comment on 
them. 

Mr. 0. S. Raiiga Iyer : purpose will be served, because, after 

all. I do not attach so much importance to the Home Member’s com¬ 
ment as to the feeling aelually exhibited on this side of the House. I 
a<lTnit that not only the Editor of the Daihf (Jazetlr ought to be grateful 
to Mr. Puri for having given him great advertisement by this adjourn¬ 
ment motion, but also the Opposition ought to be grateful to the Home 
Member for having eoielemned the editorial eomments in unmistak¬ 
able language, which coiidcmiiiitiou h w'as not possible to secure for 
this side of the House naturally in a series ol su]>])lementary (tuestions, 
because supplementary questions are not exactly a satisfactory 
method of getting an aderpiali* condemnation from the Go\eminent. 
As the Honourable the Home Member has himself admittcfl, even if 
he were present 'with all the cb veriiess of a magician that he ])()sses‘ es, 
he could not lu'ne manipulated tin situation better than the Honourable 
gentleman sealed Ijchind him. As the Iloiuuirable the Leader of the 
Independent Party has generously pointed (>ut and 1 as.sociate m.yscdf 
with those observations in the spirit in which he made, them, it was a 
maiden eifort on tb.e part of the Honourable Mr. Sloan. But, situated 
as he is, backing the Home Departmtnt of the Government of India, 
which is, naturally in tht\sc political days of upheaval, the widest targ^'t 
for the Opposition Benches, and the manner in which he answered 
questions for the Department whose mind he is best entitled to inter¬ 
pret in the absence of his Chief, the 0])position obviously felt that it 
had no other alternative but to go for bim in the manner in which it 
did. Sir, this House is like a tennis court. One side hits as liard as 
it can the other. Having watclicd as T did for several months in 
England, especially in 1929 and 1927 in the stormy days of the House 
of C(>mmons, T sympathised with the ITonie Secretary surrounded as he 
w.-i.s by angry wmves marching from this side of the House until the 
Loader of the House, out of sheer sportsmanship, and sympathy, him¬ 
self took charge of the situation. T remember a similar occasion in 
the House of Cimimons. The Opposition would not permit the Presi¬ 
dent'of the‘'Sofii*d of Thade to speak And "MV. Baldwin wouW hot 
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his i(‘scMjr for a long time. Ultimately he was compelled. Mr. Sloan^s 
was certainly a mai'.leu eiroit whicii remiiided me of the maiden speech 
of Lord Birkenhead in the House oi' (.‘ommuns. When Lord Birkenhead 
made a maiden s].eceli ami invited trouble, he was most interrupted. 
l/nfor1unately, tJje IB-nourable tin* Home S(*eretary did not make a 
inaideii speeeii. It vvas a maiden endeavour to gjA'e a series of answers 
to unmaideii questions or unready-made answers to unpremeiditated 
supplementary questions. ISir, I congratulate’him for having hit hack 
the 0]>jK)siti<iJi without the blushes of a maid. (Laughter.; 

Now, I am very gralei'ul to the Honourable the Home Member to 
havt* said that no one wants insults to be directed against Mahatnia 
Gandhi as tlie Karachi newspaper direeled. ]\Iuc.h as 1 value the liberty 
of the Bress, I ho])e newspapers in thus country will use that Jiberij' in 
terms of wholesome restraint. As tor the actuil aspersion itself, it is 
fortunate to notice that Mahaln.^i Gandhi has not taken notice of it. it 
is fortunate also to notice that his immerous admirers in Sind, in 
Bombay and ill over the cnuinry l.ave treated the wretched fulinination 
of an unworthy sorihe 'vitli ilu* conlempi with which tlu* fulminaTion 
deserved to be Treated. I liope, after luaring the Home Member, we 
will fr)llow the example of the great Mahatma and his loyal followers 
out ill tile eouiitry, and. instead of voting upon this issue or pressing 
it to a division, withdraw the motion and proeiairn to the country that 
w<* pro]K)s<» to treat this indecent effusion of an irresponsible writer 
with utt<*r contempt. (Cries of “Hear, hear".; The Opposition 
Beiu'hes cannot always take notice of unworthy etfusions in a corner of 
Tmila. 

Mr. Lalchand Navahai : It is not a c(»rner of India ; it is proposed 
to hi a separate juoviuce of India. 

Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer ; T apologise to my friend. (Tjaughter.'i A 
separati* young province. almoM coining into existence, has treated this 
coni«*mptilile efTusion with contempt. We will follow Mahatmaji's 
silent lead which may lie summed up in these words : 

“ Aspersion is the babhlcr’s tnule 
To Ji.stcii i.s to icntl Jiini aid.” 

No nnua* shall wt* lis|«*n lo tins aspersion, but dismiss it with the 
seorn which it ileserves. My friend, Mr. Pun, has no intention to kill 
a fly with a Na.smith hammer, but only to raise certain issues and especial¬ 
ly to get the condemnation of that kind of article in the Anglo-Indian 
Press, who seem to have a charter as wide as the wind to blow on whom 
they like. Tlis object was to get the eondemnaTion of the article in 
qinstion from the Governmenl ainl that object has been achieve.1. T 
do not think, therefore, that he will jwoeeed, with his great sense of 
humour and responsibility, to kill a fly with a Nasmith hammer. 
(Applause.) 

Several Honourable Members : The queation may now be put. 

Maulvi Muhammad Shafee Daoodi (Tirbut Division : Miiham- 
madaiD .- Rir, T rise to say that T agree with the words which the TTonoiir- 
ahle Sir Pownsj! .Tehaiigir iiist now spoke in connection with thi^ motion, 
r had thought that wo would have some satisfactory renly fenm the TTrnour- 
ahlo tlle'TToinc- Memhir^r pU'’this’ point: ‘T ‘do flnd‘*thfit thbiV -any 
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justification for tlic attiliidc wliicli tlic (iov(‘riinicnt have taken now after 
the appeal which was so eloquently made by Sir CV)waKji dehati^ir. 

As the Honourable the Home Member has liimself* admitted, tlie paper 
Jiad indulged in vulfrarity. There is no doubt about it. Everybody here 
or outside this House, who lias read the article, would admit it in th'» most 
unequivocal lan«?uapre. Hut what is the rem(‘dy ? Dot's the remedy lie 
in merely condemning? it here and allowing such vulgarities to pervade 
this country. 1 feel very strongly that it is provocative langufige like this 
w'liieh has created bad blood in India between one community and aiiotht'i*. 
It is the language wliich sets one community agaiiLst another. I feel that 
(jJovernment would Ik* well advised in taking serious action against the 
paper which has committed tliis wrong. I also feel that if this is not 
done, it might create had blood in the country wliich, 1 think, the Hoiiour- 
iible the Home IMeinber Avill dejilore more than J do. It is not a matter 
whieh should be dealt Avith in a light-hearted way as it is suggesteil. I 
Avoiild strongly ad\ iso tin* Ti oasnry Ihuielios to ]»onder over this qnostiou 
and fiinl out some means by wliieli tin* wrong slioiild be redn'ssed and 
not allow the ])ap<*r to go seot-free. Olherwist', it niigJjl eri'att* serious 
situation. It is not a matter whieh should be lightly trea1e<l. Willi these 
words, I support the mot ion. 

Mr, K. C. Neogy : 1 am sure. Honourable Members on this side of 
the House are deejily grateful to the Honourable tlie Home Member 
for tlie stahmeni tliat In* has made, nanu'ly, that, iu the midst of his 
niultifaidoiis dnlies oT a most oiutous kind. In* lias had time to go through 
ilu* answers that wt‘re given in this House yestt'rday on this subject. 
Ihit, 1 am sure. In* has not b:nl time suffieiently at bis disjxisal to go 
tbrougb tlie qin'slions <‘arefully, because, it* be bad done so, In* would 
liave found that liis stalem(*iit that he agrt'os with those answers has 
pracfli<*ally cast a Kind of doubt iqion the character of the knowledge of 
English ])Ossessed by his colleague, the Leader of tin* Housi* ; because Sir, 
tlie H(»ii()ural)]e tin* rloint Sci^relary of the Home Department, in one of 
liis replies, slated—I am giving the substance of bis reply—that this 
article would not convey any very serious meaning to anybody who had 
a good know]e(lg<* of En,glisli. And it was after that tliat the Honour- 
aide tin* L(*ad<*r (»f llnf House got up and exj)r(*ssed liimself in the manner 
that In* did siatiujj that tliis was a scurrilous kind of article and that he 
was going to tak<* tin* responsibility on b(*half of Government, of sending 
down the ipiestions and the ansAvers to the Homliay Govt‘rnment. 

Mr. T. Sloan : May I, in defence of myself, explain that Avhen J 
answered the (|uestion to Avhieh Mr. Neogy has referred, 1 was dealing 
Avith the interjirelation jdaced upon the original article, namely, that it 
meant that the judicial punishment of flogging should be used. It Avas 
Avith r(‘ferenee to that, T explained that the article could not bt*ar that 
interpretation. 

Mr. K. C. Neogy : 1 am very glad to hear that my Honourable friend 
is not in di.sagreement with the Leader of the House, but this is what he 
said : 

“ Tlie Government of India do not propose to call the attention of the Government 
of Bombay to a reply which explains the obvious meaning of the article.’’ 

He thought that it was a satisfactory explanation which the Editor 
of the Daily Gazette had given in a subsequent issue and nothing need be 
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done. Thai, s(*(‘in(*(l to lx* his attitude. However, Sir, addressing myseK 
to tli(‘ eonstitutiona] issue that' has been raised in this House, I am again 
very iinieh doubtFul as to whether the Honourable the Home Member has 
gone* eai'fd’ully through the answers that were given in the House yesterday, 
beeause it' he had done so, he would have found that there was a question 
put 1o the -Joint Seeretary of the Home Department as to whether any 
action was contemplated against the National Call which is published in 
])elhi and which admittedly gave th(* widest publicity to this particular 
article. The Honourable the Joint Secretary stated : 

** Wliothcr the Daily Gasette of Karachi roaches Delhi or not, 1 cannot say, but the 
article wa.“ substantially reproduced in the National Call which, 1 understand 

—well. Sir, as the representative of the Home Department, lie is under 
some doubt about it,— 

“ whicJi 1 uiiderstaiui is jiublished iu Delhi 

The nexi rpu'stion from me was : 

“ Was aiiv action contenijdated against the \nlunnil CuH >)v the Goveruiuent of 
India?” 

The answer was : 

” .\r.. Sir.” 

.\o\v. Sir. a'' retjrards this partieular point. I am addr(‘ssing tlie Loeal 
(io\ernnn*nt For tin* Delhi Trovinei* today in this House wliieh is tin* l.oeal 
Legislature For the l)<*lhi Province. I want to know from the Honourable 
the Hoitte .MeinlM*!- as to whether it is not (juite iueuinh»‘iit u])Oii the Govern- 
m<*nt’ oF the Delhi Provin(*(*, for whieh he is himselF directly res])oiisible. 
to take th<* tieeessa.ry legal aetiou in matters of this kind. What did we 
litid I Tin* (lovcrumeul said that they had not taken care to obtain even 
legal opinion in the inattei* altliougli the Joint Seeretary oF the Home 
De|»arlincut stated that (his had been )>ublished in a paper which has got 
a wide eireulalion iu tin* Delhi I'rovinee. 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : The Honourable Member seems to 
be under some misapprehension as to the relations between the Government 
of India and the (’^hicF Commissioner of Delhi. We do not directly 
administer lln* Province of Delhi, the primary adrainistratioii is carried 
on by the Ghief GomniissioiKT. 1 admit. Sir, tliat we answer questions 
in this House and k(‘t'p a mneh eloser watch on the affairs of the Delhi 
Province than we do on those provinces M’hieh have their own L(*gislatures ; 
but with regard to tin* Natiinuif Call, I do not understand why we should 
take any action. Our general ]>osition is that we do not attach any 
])articnlar iiiip<»rfaiic<* to tliis article and it is (*ntirt*ly in accordance with 
that that we do not consider it necessary to initiate any action with regard 
To the National Call. 

Mr. K. C. Neogy : 7’he HononraJde the Ibinic Member has not obliged 
this House with an explanation as to the nature of relation that subsists 
between the Government of India and the Delhi Province beyond stating 
that the riiiet* (\)mmissionor is primarily resjionsible. But T want the 
Ilimourable Member to tell tliis House as to whether the administration of 
Delhi is on the same constitutional footing as the Government of any pro¬ 
vincial administration in India. 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : T have just exiJained to the House 
and I do not want to weary the House by s^iyiiig it again that that is not 

so. 
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Mr. K. C. Neogy : I take it that it is not merely courtesy that 
l>rompts my Iloiiourahle friend to aiuswer (|uesti(>ns tliat are put by llonour- 
ciblc iVJombei’s on this si(](‘ of the House rejraniinjjr the administration of 
Dellii. The?’(* is sometliinj? e.onstitutioiial about it whieli j?ives this House 
the n"lil to di.seuss affairs of* the Delhi Province. 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : T have just ex])lained that the 
reason is that the Delhi Province has no Legislature of its own. 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy : Therefore, I say, this is the Local Legislature 
for the Delhi Province, and. T take it, the Government of India is the Local 
Government of the Delhi Province, the only Government vhich wt* can 
a-.ldre.ss in regard to matters concerning the Delhi Province and the only 
Government which is re.sponsible for replying t.(‘ our questions and our 
ciiticisms in regard to the Dellii Province. N(nv. Sir. the Delhi Province is 
described as a centrally administered area and my Honourable friend would 
perhaps care to explain what that means. However, Sir, that is rather a 
minor point. I am very much iiit(*rest(‘d to hear from my Honourable 
friend that the reason why the Government of India did not tliink of taking 
any legal action or even taking any legal opinion, let alone any legal action, 
was that they did not attach any weight to this article. Now. Sir, it is a 
very serious (piestion. AVe, I claim, are the people who can say what effect 
such an article is likely to produce upon the Indian people, and not the 
Government of India, not even the Home Member. 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : Then, 1 hope, Sir, the Honourable 
Mcnilier will agree to ]nit this matter to tlu* vote of the House. 

Mr. K. C. Neogy : The Honourable Member's strength in making 
that statement lie^ in the knowledge of the extent to which his Government 
has succ(*eded in dpinoralising this House. 

Now, Sir, 1 turn to another gentleman who sj)oke of this constitutional 
issue. l\Ty Honoiirahle friend, Mr. James, from Madras, thinks that this 
is such a trivial matter or jicrhajis that this is so peculiarly a iirovincial 
matter that we are not justified in bringing this up for di.scus.sioii in tnis 
House. Ma,v T remind. 

Mr. P. E. James : I did not say anything of the kind. 1 merely said 
that 7 thought thore was no justification for the exercise by tin* Government 
of India of their jiower of superintendence, direction and control. This is a 
very diff^^rent thing. 

Mr. K. C. Neogy : My Honourable friend referred to the sensitive¬ 
ness f>f the ProviiH'ial (h)vernnients, and, 1 take it, his point was that that 
sensitiveiK'.ss would he hurt if thi.s Legislature were to say anything wdth 
regard to the iudin'erence of the Pomhay Government in this matter. Sir, 
may 1 remind my Honourable friend that it was exactly a year ago that he 
was res]>onsible for moving an adjournment of this House and that was for 
drawdrig attention to the attempted assassination of tht* Editor of the 
S^tafesnian in Calcutta ? ^ 

Mr. P. E. James : May- T again rise to interrupt my Honourable 
friend ? I ?ini sorry to interrupt him, hut that adjournment motion w^as 
moved by my Honourable friend, Mr. George Morgan, wdth reference to 
an attack on the life of Sir Alfred Watson following on a dastardly outrage 
at Chittagong wdiero several people lost their lives. T suggest to my 
Honourable frien<l, as he has raised this question, that looking at the two 
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i roiii 1lu‘ir ]>n)|>(*r stfiiulpoiiil and jMTSpectivo, there is a great deal 
of dilTerenee hctvvecii tlio one and the other. 

Mr. K. C. Neogy : My Honourable friend will at onee see my point 
if Ije will |>crniit me In ]>i*oeeed. I am glad to be eorr(‘cted that it was 
iinl le* wlin ninved lie* motion, but that it was my Honourable friend from 
liengal. Uiit In* spoke in support of that motion a.s far as J remember. 

Now, Sir, my jioint is this. Su))posing, as a result of this i)rov()eatjoii, 
a similarly rlastardly outrage,—(lod forbid,—were to }japj)eii and a hot- 
lieadetl youth were to take similar action in Karachi, niy Honourable friend 
would be the first to move this House by way of an adjournment motion. 
That ('(‘rtainly would be in order according to my Honourable friend and 
liis friends sitting on those Benches. Wlial we are doing is to try and 
s(*ek tin* aid of (iovernirient to prevent such a contingency arising ; we are 
anxious to prevent bad blood being created. Tli(*re is enough of it already 
and more had blood. 

Mr. P. E. James : I am sorry to intcrrii])t my Honourable friend, 
])Ut may I ask him a direct (pio.stion ? Why did h(‘ not make that attemi)l 
two years ago ? It might have prevented many of the outrages happening 
in Ih'iigal ? 

Why did not my friend take the same attitude with regard to the 
T^rf ss in ]h*ngal as he is now taking with regard to a stupid article in a very 
small paper ? 

Mr. K C. Neogy : Why did not my friend himself suggest action 
to he taken against the Statesman for inciting a reign of Black and Tan in 
Bengal which directly led to certain outrages on Indians in Chittagong 1 
^ly Honourable friend should, before be gets up to interrupt me, examine 
the strength of his own case. 

Now^ Sir, as J whs saying, our attempt is to prevent bad blood being 
increased between the two eommunities and wv want the assistance of 
Cbyveriimont in this matter, so that, by any effective action taken in cases 
of this charact.(‘r. they may demonstrate to tJi’e country that they were not 
sleeping over such matters merely because they relate to the Anglo-Indian 
I’rc'^s and not to the Indian Press. Sir, I do hope the object of this 
adjournment iiioti<»n will not be misunderstood on the other side. What 
w(* say is that (rovernment should take the necessary action in this matter 
after consulting their legal advisers so that more bad blood may not be 
created and outrages may be prevented of the character that took place 
unfortunately in Caleirtta only a year ago. 

Mr. F. £. James : You are a bit late in the day. 

Mr. K. C. Neogy : Sir, I do not think I need deal with any other 
point referred to by the Honourable the Home Member. After more or 
i(*ss lialf-hearfedly condemning the article, he said that the question of 
taking legal action was a quite different nintter. I should like the 
Honourable Member to get up and say as to why it is quite a different 
nialter. Wliy is mere Jialf-lieai*1ed condemnation considered by Govern¬ 
ment to be sufficient in this matter, and wdiy is not legal action contemplated 1 
Why should not legal action be t.akeii, for instance, against the newspaper 
which is imblished in Delhi and which gave the "widest publicity to this 
scurrilous article ? 
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Mr. M. Maswood AJimad (Patna, and Chota Na^rpiir rum Orissa : 
Muhamniac?aji) : Sir, 1 am very sorr\' to say that iiow-a-diiyK tlio attitude 
oi* Ooveriiiiieiit is very niisatisfaetory and eondemiiahle. VVliat Ave find 
noAv-a-days in repli^'s our questions is that tlie Go\'(*rjiment Monibers do 
nc»t slioAA’ us even the eoui’t-esy of reading? the artieles referreil to in our 
(luestions. Eatii Avlien lettei*s referred to in our (luestions are wilii Iheir 
subordinates, they do not take the trouble of readintr tliein. What liappens 
is that thf* Kail\\ay Departnunit acts like Sir Tlioinas liyan’s Ihqiarli.ient, 
f.c., tlie Postal Department and my Honourable friend, Mr. Jiau, says tliat 
lie Avill s(‘nd the question to the A<?ent and tlien lie writes to the A •rent that 
tliere is no need of any reply from him and he may take any acliou be 
likes. Then there is the Education. Health and Lands De])artment Avhich 
does not AAant to do the duties of the J'ostal Department and iloes not 
take even the trouble t(» send these questions to the fjocal GoAernineuts. 
The Honourable the Finance Member and the Army Secretary art* in 
reser\’ed compartments, Avhile the Political Department is a secret socii‘ty. 
In ihc Home Department, Sir, there is perfect home rule. This is the 
attitude of GoATmment now-a-days. I Avant to AA^arn QoA’ernment that this 
is tlie attitude Avliicli is responsible for all these terrorist activiti(?s 
(Aj)])lause) in the country’ as jiroA’ed by Avhat hap])ened a year or tAVo ap:o 
in (’alcutta. Then an attempt was made on tlie life of an editor. This 
attitude works in the minds of the youri" men, hut this side has alv^ays 
condemned these ideas. But Avhen it is a case of An^lo-lndian ])apprs. 
Government do not Avant to take any action ajrainst tJum. 

1 Avant to ask them, Avhat is the harm if you brin^ a casi* against the 
Anglo-Indian papers ■ They Avill be jnniished with a fine of lis. 500 or 
Es. 1,(KK). You can repay them those thoiLsand rupees by way of adA^er- 
tisements. (Laughter.) You are alAvays giving those advertisements to 
those papers and, so, what is the harm ? You will get something from 
them from one pocket and put it back in another in another Avay. 
(Hear, hear.) What is the harm in bringing cases against these -lapers t 

Mr. D. K. Lahiri Chaudhury (Bengal : Landholders) : That is a 
nice way of balancing the budget. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : That is a homely affair of the Jlome 
Department. 

This is an all-Tiidia question. I liave great respect for Maliatmaji. I 
pul a question yesterday to my Honourable friend, sitting just behind the 
Home Member, "and it was “ 1 Avant to know Avhether (lovernmenl are aAvare 
That these articles liaA’c injured the feelings of ])e(>ple Avho live in the area 
administer'-d by tlie (’entral Goveriimeiit It was a. very simpler ques¬ 
tion ; and Avhat Avas tlic reply to it / It should merely have been tluit tbe 
Government are aAvare that those feelings had been injured. But, no. 
The same attitude, Avhich the Government took in rc])lying to Maliatmaji, 
in rejiiy to his telegram—no—was shown : the doint Secretary said : 

“ The Oovornmeiil are not aAvarc of the feelings of all the people Avlio have 
read this article.” It is quite strange that, after so many su])pl(*mentary 
questions, which were put here, they should say that they Aveni not aware 
of this fact. When he AA’as asked by Sir Cowasji Jehangir Avhether the 
GoA’ernraent were noAv prepared to consider tin's qm^stion, Avlial was the 
harm in saying : ” Ye.s ; Government are jirepared now, after seeing the 
feelings of the House, to consult the Law Member.” But, no. Govern¬ 
ment do not propose even to consult the Law Member. Certainly tliis is 
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an attitude of llie CJoverinnent which we shoidd all censure. We cannot 
encourage this sort of reply. Sir, had this article been issued only in those 
areas, wliich w(*r<* under Local Oovennnents, they would have been right 
ill sayiiif* that tli(‘y were s(‘ndin<i: this article and these questions and answers 
U/ th(‘ Local (rovernnionts. I»ut that is not the case. That article was 
piihiished in Delhi as well and the attention of the (jovernnieiil was drawn 
to this fact as well. When this article had lieeii juiblished in areas ad¬ 
ministered by the Ontral Government and there is no Touncil there, the 
|)'e(q)h* of those areas cannot )>rin^ those facts to the notice of the Home 
]Meinh(‘r ; and so v\’e hrouj?ht this matter to his notice ; but even then the 
(invernnient did not profiose to take any action, i ask tlovernment, if they 
iire not ( ven prepared to show this much courtesy that such articles, which 
injure the feelinjrs of thousands and millions in India, and which may 
('iidanpcr the fieace of the country, should he ]>laced before the Court ; 
iirc th(‘y not prejiarcd to place it even before the Law Member and to 
coiisnlt iiim ? The reply is that they are not jirepared to do anything. 
They always say : “ Trust us ; we will do everything Take Ihe case of 
the Reserve Bank Bill. They say Trust us We are doing this, 
that and the other But mere promisees cannot do anything. When T 
see their practiee, liow they work these things, I find that everything is 
quite ditTereiit. They do not (‘ven care for our feelings. 

Sir, ccrtaiidy T hope my Honourable friend will remember the’words 
expressed by liord Irwin and by other great men of Great Britain about 
Mahatmaji. With all the differences with Mahatmaji. 1 do not hesitate in 
saying that he is a great man ; he is respected not only by Hindus, he is 
respected by all in India. He is not respected by Indians only : rather 
tlic world respects him. He is an old man. lie is a religious man. When 
for such articl(*s written against such a man the (rovernment arc not pre- 
pai*cd to take any action, their case is indcfensihlc. Certainly this attitude 
of the Govcruinciit is shameful and condemnahle. (A])plause.) 

A])art from the attitude of the Government, J will a.sk my friend that 
s(j tar as tlic attitude of my Honourable friend, the Joint i^ecreTary, is 
concerned, we must consider that after all he was a new man here and lie 
had opened his lips, its far as 1 remember, for the first time in this 
A.sseiiibly ; and, so anything which would have been said loosely by him, 
uc sliouhl not take it very seriously. (Laughter.) But so far as the 
attitude of Government is concenied, certainly the attitude of Government 
Is condemnahle. Totlay also 1 found a speech from my llouourahle friend, 

Sanna. He is the liahitual sui)])orter of the Government (Laughter), 
and so we should not take aiiy^ notice of him. (Laughter. ) Tlu'rt* are men 
amongst us as well who sit on the opjiosite side and who have voted against 
the (picstion of tlu" mosque in Delhi. The mosque was called the Kucha 
Rahman Moscpie. As those Members who are Nominated Members, we 
should not take them seriou.sly. (Laughter.) After all, we rexireseut 
here our eonstituencies and they rcx>resent their eonstituencies. (Loud 
Laughter.) They also liave got, after all. a eoiistitueiicy wliicli nominate 
them. (Vrtainly it is their duty to satisfy their constinieney. If I do mik 
satisfy my constituency, certainly when I go out. they will come down upon 
m(‘ and say ; “ You did not represent us well The satne is the case with 
-Mr. Sanaa : if In* had not made this speech, the Dejiartmeni which has 
iu»minatcd liiin can ask him : “ Why did you not support us wdieji w*e 
have nominated you ? ” (Loud Laughter.) 
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M. MuswoikI Aliinatl.J 

Just now, 1 li(*ard iny Honourable friend, Mie Home Member, say that 
vofes sliould he taken on tliis subjeef. For the first time in the ternii’e of 
Jiis (»ltice, 1 am soiry to see that he has lost his temper. I have never 
before seen liim losinj; it. He always drives replies, some time lauf'bing and 
some time with a smiling face. He always attempts to satisfy tiie House ; 
blit 1 am surprised to see what, forced him to stand and say : “ Very well, 
come and decide this (jiiestion by vote (Laughter.). 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig ; Why are we debating ? What is 
the object of our debate / 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : It means that my Honourable friend also 
wanted to satisfy his constituency. (Laughter.) 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shanmukham Chetty) : Order, 
cu'der. The House now stands adjourned till Eleven O’clock tomorrow. 

The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Wednesday, 
the 13th September, 1933. 
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Widnesday, I'Uh ytemberf I0:j3, 


The Assembly met in ilie A.ssembly Cliarnber at Kleven of tbe Clock, 
Mr. President (The liononrahle Sir .Shaiiiiiiikham Chetly; in tlie eliair. 


QI’ESTIOXS AXI) ANSWEIJS 

Muslims aj-poixtuo is tuu Musm>oi{ie JIuad and Si ij-I^o.st OruicEs ix the 

lx FEU I OR Cadre. 

' "Lieut. Nawab Muhammad Ibrahim Ali Khan : Witli rei'erence 
to the n*|>l\ to my (jn«‘stion No. 7, dated tlie 22nd A.iiLOist last, will (Tovcrn- 
ment be pleased to let the House have the intV>rmation refrardiii'^ the num¬ 
ber of .Muslims a])jiointed in the Miissoorie Head and »Sui)-Post-< tfiices in 
the inferior eadre, di.rin;: llie yeer.s Pt32 and i’j f)rticia1ing and 

permanent vaeaiudes If the iuforuiati«m lie iic>t avaiJaiiie as yet, wlien 
may it be expected v 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : No permanent a]ipointnient was 
ma<le in tin* Ileatl Post Offiee ami the 8nb-l*osl t Iffiees at Mio tlie 
infei'ioi’ < a(ir(*, during' th<' yea»*s IlKH, lh.‘t2 and Xin * Aln'^liiiis were 

en<.M^efI in s(‘asonaI apjiointnients durinjr the p(‘riuil, two in and seven 
in Pi.i:!. 

CoMMirrr.Es fohmei) i\ ('(iXNErTioN WITH Constitutional Hefoums. 

HKh ’^^Mr. M, Maswood Ahmad : Will (jovm'iiinent be pleased to 
stab* tlie names of the Committees whieli were fonmul in eonneeiion with 
the eonstitntional reforms ami in wiudj not a sinjrle iionAInsliin was 
apiioinled and the names of the Committees in which not a sinjjfle JMiisIim 
was app(»iiited ? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : Since 19:>0 Tln*re have been 

tliree Comiiiittees to whi('h no rrjiresentative of tht* ('';»n:tiiiniTy 

was appointed, namely 

(1) Sind Finaiieial EiKpiiry C(niimit1ee (IDol). 

(2 ) ()rissa (’omm ittee (19IH-1922'. 

(2) Orissa Committee (1922). 

Xo. (1) was ])nroly an exjiert otTieial (.'om!iiitt'*e to ^\llleh no Indian, 
Muslim or non-Muslim, was apjioiiited. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : What is the reply to the second part of the 
question. Sir, in Avhicli it is stated that not a. sinjrle non-Muslim was 
appointed to any of these Committees. 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : The Sind Einancial Inquiry 
Committee, Sir. 




L27j)HAD 


( 144b ) 



1446 LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. [13tH SepT. 1933- 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : Was that Committee composed of 
Musliins only ? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : Sir, T have just now stated that 
that was a Coniniittee to Avliicli neither Muslims nor non-]\[usliiiis (1 i?iean 
Indians) wore api)ointod. It was a purely official (■ominitter. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : If these officials w(*re neither Muslims 
nor non-Muslims, then what they were ? 

JloL-Ks OF Ditty of IUilway Mail JSlkvkf Sokteks. 

884. *Mr. B. N. Misra : ((/) Wili (Jovernnieiit bo ])leaseil to state the 
weekly hours of duty worked by the Jvnilway Mail S(‘rviee sorters working 
(i) in iMail Offices, (/?) in Se(*ti(ms (runninfr trains) durinjr : 

(/i ' day time, (/*) combined clay and night time and (C) night 
time ? 

(h ) Is the attendance of the sorters on the platform or in the mail van 
before the (Je])artiire of the train from a railway station counted as duty ? 

(c) Is any j)r()visi()n ma le foi the time sjient hy the sort(*rs jn hand¬ 
ing over charge to a mail agent or other set at a terminal or eliatiging 
station ? 

(,d) Is the time spent by the sorters working in sections at Record 
Offices in oi’der to prepare tlu* woi k-j)apers f(»r tlie next trip and on other 
dutms counted in their weakly hours </f duty ? 

(r) If the renlv 1(. pai^s (h) to (d) V»e in the* negative, will Covern- 
Dient j)Iease state wh.v the lime of tho sorters vlii«'h is spent in performing 
official duties numtioned al)o;e is ’gix red ? 

(/) Do riovernment pi’opose to take these dnti(*s into eonsiderafion in 
calculating the duty hours of sorters : 

The Honourable Sir Prank Noyce : (a) Though Government have 
not definitely fixed the weekly working hours e>f sorters in <lie liaihvpy 
Mail Serviee Mail offiees;, the following standards are usually followed as 
a rough guide in actual practice : 

For wholly day work- -not exceeding ofi hours. 

For wholly nigi’t w«>rk -not exe(*oding 4‘J hours. 

For woi'k [lartiy hy day and partly by night—varying between 42 
and 56 hours. 

As regards the weekly working liours eif the sorter’s of Railway Mail 
Seniee working in running seelions. the Ibnumrable ^lember\ attention 
is invited io the re*r>l.v to part U ) of Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen's sta'-red 
question No. 1211 in this House on tlic lOfh A])ril. 1922. 

(?>), (c) and (d). No. The weekly v;orking liours referred L) in 
the latter ]iart of the reph to (c/t above are exelusiv(dy for wevj,- dope hy 
BOrterf! in the running van. 

(c) and(/). The standards laid down for tin' w(‘C‘kly working l.onrs 
of sorters in running seelions are so liberal that Government d«; nol con¬ 
sider it necessary to make nny sejiarate allowance for the duties nderred 
to })v ilio JTon ‘vdjt'' Member. 
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International Postal Conpbbence to be hetjD at Cairo. 

885. *Mr. B. N. Misra : (a) Is it a faift that an International Postal 
Cont'ercnco will be held shortly at Cairo (Egypt) and that some Postal 
OiHcei's from India will represent GovtTniiioiit at that Conference ? 

(h) Is it n F.iel that I he pn/Coedings of the Conferonoo will be con¬ 
ducted in the French language and that for that purpose the knowledge of 
the Frencli language is essential for the Indian delegate.s who will attend 
the C(»nference ? 

(r) If the jej)li(\s to parts (a* and (/>; he in the affirmative, will 
OoverniiienI he j)ieas<Ml to state the names of Ihi^ Postal officers selected 
for the Conference froMi India, slating whether each and every m^unber 
of the delegalitui is fully qualified in the French language to take proper 
part in the delii)erations of tire (V»nfereiice f 

id) Do Oovernment propose to select suitable officers liaving know¬ 
ledge of French and Foreign Postal Work ? 

{c) Will (lovernment please state what will be the approximate ex¬ 
penditure on aci'ount of the delegation ? 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : (a) Yes. 

{b) ^At jirevious International Postal Conferences the formal proceed¬ 
ings wej-e eonduet(‘d in Frencli. At the last Intenialional Telegraph and 
Kadi(' T(‘lcgrai)h Conb*renc*o, however, it was decided that the proeeediugs 
shoulfi be (Muiducled lioth in French and English, and it is possible tiiat 
the sanu- lU'ocediire will be followed at the forthcoming Postal Conference 
also. In an\- cas’«‘, mucli of the discussion in wliicli d*'l"gates 1ak»‘ part is 
conducted in Engli.sh. and an expert knowledge of From-h can hartlly 
bo re‘-rard<*(l as es.sential. though knowledge of that laiigiuigc is very 
desiiydde. 

(() ami id), 'riic names of the ofiicfU’s .selected are ; 

H) I\ai Baliadur P. X. Mukerji, C.B.E., Al.A., 

(‘J ) Rai Baliadur S. C. Gupta, AI.A.. 

(d) Mr, Moliamed Al Hasan, B.A. 

Rai Bahadur P. N. Aliikerji has already attended two previous Inter¬ 
national lh)stal Congresses Rai Bahadur 8. (’. Gupta has ])een doing the 
j»re!iinir.:!• y in (onucetien witi« thr rortln-oining Congres';. Both 

tln'se nflieers are familiar with foreign post work and ])ossess a working 
hnowh'dge of Fr(*iu*li. 

All*. Aloliamed Al Hasan is an oxperioiu't'd postal office?-, who. it 
heli(»^cd will also prove a valuable member of the delegation though he hav 
not spe(*ialise<] in foreign luist work. He is expected to have a sufficient 
kiM»wle(lge of Frem’h by tin* time he attends the (’onferenee. 

All th?-ee otlieers are considered (piite suitable tt? rejiroeut tndia at 
the Congress. 

(r) About Rs. 4r>,()00. 

Dr. Ziauddiu Ahmad : Can wt* not insist on tin* Confeivnce 1(» fol¬ 
low the example of the Boagne of Nations, where the speech.^' are jiei'niit- 
ted to h(* made in English or in French, and they are immediately ira»isifit 
ed. l\lay 7^ therefore, request the Govenimeut to consider this fact ; and 
L275.LAD a2 
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I may furtlier point out that a i)er4ion >vho has a little knowledge if P'reiicli 
will never be able to accpiire sufficient command over French language so 
as to be able to take ]^art in proceedings and make speeches. It is not an 
easy matter to uiidei'stand s]>eeelies in French wlien they ar(i made by 
Frenclinien and th(*n to rej)ly to those speeches in French ; and it is exceed¬ 
ingly difficult for any Indian to acquire such a thorough knowledge of 
French, and I would, therefore, request the Honourable Member in charge 
to consider this fact careiidly and to press that the example of the League 
of Xa1ioj]s sliould be followed in all these Conferences and the proceedings 
should be conductetl botli in English and in French. We slioidd press that 
this should be made a necessary condition for our i>articipation. 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : T am wry glail the ])oiiit has 
beer, raised by the Honourable Member, but I would point out !o him that 
this is a Cnngnvss of all the nations of the world, and I very much doubt 
whether a single (lOvei’iiinent is in a jmsition to influence tin* aiithoriti(vs 
concerned as to the way in whicdi the ])roceedings of the (knigjvss should 
be ef)ndneted. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : But the League of Nations is just in the same 
position. They re]u*(‘sent .IT nations, and the only languages recognised 
thej'(‘ are Preindi and English. That is a good example and wr onglit to 
insist on all ('ongia*sses and Coiiferene«*s to foll(»w the example of the 
League of Xedions. 

( No reply.) 

DrTiKs OF Till: Hfau Li.fkk to .\ Sr'rnuiNTUxnHNT w Post Offk’Ls. 

880. '*"Mr. B. N. Misra : (a) Is ti.e Hea<l Clerk to a .Su]>erintendent 
of Post Offices an investigating officer ? 

Ch) Is it any pari of his duti^*" to comliict enquiries into any cage of 
the Department ? 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : (a) and (h). Although the Head 
C|i‘rk of a Siiperiuteudeiit of Post Offices is not usually regarded as an 
investig.-'iting oflieor. he lUiiy. in (•.•riain eonditi<»us. Is* ro<juir'‘d to make in¬ 
quiries into departmental eases. 

OfFK’F liLAREKS OF PoSTAL I'NIONS. 

887. '"Mr. B. N. Misra : (a) Will Oovernnmnt ])lease state whether 
there are any cu-ders forbidding J*ostal OfficiaN to become members and 
ofilec beard's of their Unions ? 

(h) Are Ciovenimejit aware of the impression that such office-bearers 
of T^nions are penalized by transf<‘r and other means for their holding such 
appoinlnuMits ? 

(e) If the replies to parts (a) and (h) above be in the negative, do 
Governnumt pro]iose to eTupiire into the case of the transfer of the Secre¬ 
tary, BaliaAvalpnr I’osts and Telcgraplbs Hindu Onion (Mr. Dhararn (fliand) 
from Babawalpur to Jampur in the Dera Gliazi Khan District ? 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : (a) There are no orders forbidding 
postal officials to join or become office bearers of any Union, membership 
of Avhich is not opposed to the Government Servants* Conduct Rules. The 
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question is liowever under consideration whetiier ‘gazetted officers should 
be allowed to be office bearers in associations composed mainly of subor¬ 
dinate sialf. 

(h) No. 

(v) Government do not pro])ose to make enquiries as tiie matter is 
within the competence of the Head of the Postal Pirele eoneern(‘d to whom 
a copy of the question is beiiirr sent. 

liKSERVATION OF SeATS FOK SoLDIERS IN TIIE ArMV HEADQUARTERS. 

8H8. "Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali : ((/) Will rjovernnient please 
slatt- whethoi' it is a fact that a Home I)e|»artnient circular laid down 
“ that it has now hc<*u decided in consultation with the Army Department 
that ‘Jo per cent, of the chu-ical sfatl* in the Army and Koyal Air Force 
II'‘a(hjuartcrs, hit]i(‘rto res(»rved for soldiers and er-soUliers, should in 
fntun* iiichnie lady cltu-ks as well ” ? 

(li) Is it open under that eirenlar for any branch of the Army Ilead- 
qnarbr.s to interjiret tlie eirenlar to mean that the J.l per cent, posts 
r(*.scrvcd For soldiers am] e.r-snldicrs slirdl he eontini'd to the ujipcr prude 
and not spread over (he entire clerical staff ? 

Mr. G, R. F. Tottenham : ((/) Ves. 

(/>) Tli<‘ ‘Jo p(*r cent, applies to Army IIcad<piartcrs as a wliole 
and not to any partienlar ^M*adc in any particular Branch. In ])raetice 
liowf'V* r the men ai*<‘ dividc'd betwaMoi tin* tirst and second Divisions. 

f^oi.DiEKs nor.niNo Pi*per Division App*oiNTMENTf5 in the Army 
HeADQI ARTMiS. 

889. *Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali : uD Will (lovermnent please 
lay on the table a statement .slunviii" the ])ereenta^e of soldiers or ra;-soldiers 
holdinfr upper prude appoint'ments in the various brandies of the Army 
IJead(piarters ? 

(//) Ts it a fact that in the Adjutant Generars Branch an Offieo Order 
has been i.ssued reservin<r Jo out of .‘IG upper p’ade ajii^ointments for 
soldiers and e.r-soldiers ? If so, liow do Government r(*coneile this order 
wdtli their circular that ‘Jo ])er cent, of the r(*servatioii shall be in respect 
of all clerical appoiiitmciits ? 

Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham : ((f) A statement is laid on the table. 

(b) The reply to the first portion of tlu* (piestion is in the affirma¬ 
tive. 


As explained in the answer to the previous question, there is no 
order laying? down the percentagre of soldiers, f.r-soldiers and lady 
clerks to be employed in each Branch or grrade. They are employed 
in accordance Avith the admini.strative requirements snbjeot to the 
condition that their number does not exceed 25 per cent, of the total 
clerical strength of Army and Royal Air Force Headquarters as a 
whole. 
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Statement, 


-—-— j 

Office. 

1 

Percentage of upper 
grade appointments 
held by 
soldiers or ear- 
soldiers. 

2 

G. S. Branch 

45-9 

A. G.’s Branch 

6G-0 

Q. M. G.’s Branch 

24-4 

M. G. 0. Branch [excluding offices of Director of Uont-racts and 

32 

Assistant Dirt'ctor (»f Ordnance Services (Provision)]. 


M. S. Branch 

25 

B.-in-C.’g Branch .. 

4-5 

Medical Directorate 

4U 

J. A. G. 

Ml. 

Contracts Directorate 

5-9 

A.D.O.S.(P.) .. 

41 

R. A. F. Headquarters 

53 


Notes: —]. 'J’lie Upper grades in the Office of the A. J>. O. S. (Provision) are recruited 
from arsenals. 


2g An c.r-soIdier holds the only Upper Grade appointment in the Office of the 
Assistant Military" Secretary (Personal), to H. K. the Commaiider-in-Chief. 

UNQUALiriED J^KRSONR PROMOTED TO Ul'PER DIVISION IN Till: ArMV 

I1i:ai>qi7arters. 

890. '"Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali : (a) Will Uovernnient jih^ase 
Jay on the taJ)]e a .slatoiiieiit sijowiufr the iiiiinlier of unqualified persons 
promoted to the Ujiper Division since the I^uhlie Service Conmiission autho¬ 
rised the Departments to make such promotions ? 

(h) IJow many of such jiromotions were made in resj)ec!t of soldiers 
and fjf-soldiers and how many in respect of Indian employees ? 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : The information asked for is 
being collected and will be laid on the table in due course. 

Applications received prom AssEssysES in Sind for Transfer of thbir 
’ i’ Assessment. 

' 89D *Mr. Lalcl^nd Havalfai : Will GdVertiTneijfc be plea:sed 

lay oil the table a’ jitatemeht showing for eaeli of tlie throe yeMf's'lO&OtJJl, 
1931-32 and 1P32-.33 the nunibor of applications received. h*oin asse^sci^a" 
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in Sind for transfor of their assessments under the provisions of section 64 
of the Income-tax Act and the number in which tr’ansfcfs w ‘ve refused 1 

The Honourable Sir Oeorge Schuster : A statement is laid on the 
table. 


Siatement showing the number of applications received from Assessees in Sind for transfer 
of their Assessments under section 04 and the number in which transfers were refused 
diirinq the yearn 1U31-32 and 1932-3‘i. 


' No. of applications \ 

roccivcd from as- No. of applicatioDB 
sossees for transfer in which transfer 

of assessments was refused, 

under section fi4. | 

I i 


1930- 31 

1931- 32 

1932- 33 


• • i 


2S 

31 

72 


Nil. 

1 

4 


Ameni>.mi:nt of Seftiox 04 of the Indian Income-tax Act. 

*Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : in) Will Govorninent be i)leascd to 
state if they ha\e iceeited any representations for amending section 64 of 
the Income-tax Act ? 

(ft) Jf so, will (lovernmeiit be pleased to state the nature of the repre- 
soiiliitions so far made and the aetioii so far taken or j)rop(>sed to be taken 
in response to siieii n*pvesentations ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : The (h)\eriimeiit have 
received one siieli la-preseiilation. It sujrgcsttMl tlial ])r(.vision should 
be made tliat a party eoneorned should lu* Ldven a hearin,*-' before the 
ConiTnissioin*r gives a d(‘eision nmler the section. As in jiraetiee an 
applicant can always liav<‘ a hearing an<l as in tin' ease mentioned by 
the person who made the re]>reseTiiation it was clear that he had put his 
case to the (Commissioner In'fore orders were |>asse(l, the Government 
saw no occasion for any action. 

Income-tax and Assistant Income-tax Officers appointed in Bengal. 

893. *Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen ; Will Gov(*rnment be pleased 
to lay on the table a statement showing the total number of 
Income-tax Officers and Assistant Income-tax Officers appointed since 
April, 1922, to date in the Income-tax Department of Bengal ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : Twelve Income-tax (Ifflcers 
and 6ftcell Assistant Income-tax Officers have been appointed in the 
Income-tax Pcpai'tment, Bengal, since April,-11922. 
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Officers discharged for Failure to pass Departmental Examinatiok 
IN THE Income-tax Department in Bengal. 

894. ’^Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen : (a) Will Govenimcut be pleased 
to lay a statement on the table showinjy the total number of 
officers (gazetted) discharged for failure to pass the departmental 
examination Irom Ay)ril, 1921!. upto date and the Total amount of salary 
paid to tlic discharged officers: during tlie tenure of their service, in the 
Income-tax Department, Bengal ? 

{!)) Has any (officer been confirmed during the said period, though 
he could not ]>ass completely the departmental examin e, ion V 

(r) How many Examiners of Accounts liave been confirmed after 
having passed the Departmental Examination in due course within two 
years during tlie said period ? 

(d) How many Examiners of Accounts have been confirmed with 
grace cham‘<‘s after two years and how many have eonfinTi<*d. though 

they could not j)ass the departmental examination coinpletcly, in spite of 
grace chances having been allowed to Iheiii ? 

(r) How many Examiners of Aceoiiiits liave l)e(*n diseliarged for 
failure to i)ass the depai*tmental examination during tin* said p(Tiod T 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : ia) and (r). About six 
gazetted ofti«*(‘i*s have been so diseliarged in tlie p(*riod nam(‘(l but the 
exact figure cannot be given without going tlirough th(‘ records. As for 
the amounts of salary paid to them while in service, the answer to this, 
as also to part (c) of this jpiestioiu is tliat tin* (*om])ilation of the 
information asked for would involve an expenditure of time and labour 
which -would be iiicommensurat<^ Avith th<* valu(‘ of the results secured, 

U) N'o. 

(d) Exact yiarticnlars could only he given at the cost of excessive 
labour, but the number i.s aj)pr(»ximately six. 

(c) None. 


Income-tax DEi*AKTMf:NT in Bengai.. 

895. *Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen : (a) Will Goveinmont be pleased 
to lay on the table a complete list showing the names of 
officers (gazetted) in the Income-tax Department in Bengal, who died in 
active service, and their respective age and lengths of service in this 
Department at the time of their death from April, 1922, till now ? 

(h) Will Government lie p]efi.sed to lay on the table a statement 
showing the percentage of discharged officers, and the jiercentage of death 
rate of officers separatelv, compared with the total sanctioned strength of 
In ?ome-tax Officers in Bengal during this period ? 

(c) Will Government be pleased to lay on the table n list showing 
the names and length of service of officers who have recently been re¬ 
trenched on the ground of economy in the Income-tax Department of 
Bengal ? 

(d) Is it a fact that the very same Government o? India letter of 
June, 1933, wliich conveyed the sanction for retrenchment of seven officers, 
also conveyed the sanction for appointment of seven Examinew of Accounts 
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to replace the seven retrenched ofQcers with a view io curtailment of ex¬ 
penditure '/ 

(e) Will Government be pleased to lay on the table a detailed 
statement showing the total amount of annual savin" that they have 
in mind to effect by replacing the seven retrenched officers by seven 
newly appointed Examiners of Accounts after paying bonus, pension and 
earned leave pay for the retrenched officers ? 

if) Will Government be pleased to state the (‘stimated additional 
expenditure that Government have to meet Jiioiithly from Miiy, 11)3^3, as 
a result of the reduction of ten ])*er cent, cut to 5 per cent, in the pay 
ol t})e whole force of the Income-tax Department of Bengal ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : (a) and ic). Two state¬ 
ments are laid on the tabic. 

{b) The number of discharged gazetted officers was seven, (four 
Income-tax Officers and three Assistant Income-tax Officers). At the 
time, the sanctioned strength of Income-tax Officers was 35 ; 
the total numhfu* of gazetted officers was t>2. out of a sanctioned strength 
of 6(), tw'o i)osts })eing vacant and tw'o having been surrendered to 
correspond with an increase by two in the number of Examiners, in 
accordan(M‘ with the ])rogram!ne of gradual absorption adopted in 
1927. The total numljer of deaths of gazetted officers of all grades has 
already ])ceii given and may be eoiu])i red with the sanctioned strength 
already given. 

id) Yes. 

(( ) Exac't figur<‘s as to bonus, pension and leave pay of the 
retrenched officers an* not yet availabb*. but tlie approximate figures 
are—for i)eusion, Hs. 915 inotdldy and for gratuities, Es. 18.750. The 
annual saving in ])ay on account of n*plaeenient of the seven retrenched 
officers by ExaniiTi<*?*s of Accounts is Es. 28.3.32 on average cost basis. 

(f) Es. .53.000 ai)])roximately. 


Sltnlemevt showing Ihp nnrne.s of officers (grreffed) in the Income-lax Department, Bengal, who 
died in active service and their respective age and lengths of service in this Department at 
the time of their death frojn April, 1922, till now. 


Name of (lecens#‘<l otfirer. 

Al^o years. 

Lencth of se‘rviee in the 
D(‘parfment from 1922 
at the time of death. 

1. Mr. .T. N. Uhatterjoe .. 

30 

2 years and 4 months. 

2. „ W. E. Kirkwood.. 

Not known 

4 years (approximately). 

3. S.N.Roy . 

48 

7 .. ,, 

4 . „ K. H. Mazurndar 

,37 

7 

6. ,, N. Roy.. 

46 

® *» »» 

6. „ P. L. Adhikari .. 

33 

10 „ 

7. „ N.C.Shaha 

40 

11 » 
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^kUemeni showing the natnes and length of service of Officers retrenched in the Income-tax 



Department, Bengal, 


1. Mr. R. Ghatak .. 

.. Incomo-tax Officer .. 

23 years. 

2. Mr. F. C. Chopra 

• • 99 99 

13 

3. Mr. P. L. Bhattacharji .. 

• . ,, ,, . . . . 

13 „ 

4. Mr. S. K. Datta 

. . ,, ,, 

13 

5. Mr. Nefazuddin 

Assistant Income-tax Officer .. 

9 .. 

■6. Mr. Abdul Majid 

• * 99 99 

8 „ 

7. Mr. B. B. Basu 

• • 99 • ' 

7 „ 


JSAVI^’Ci' EFFErTED BY THE R-ETRENCHMENT OF SeVEX OFFICERS IN THE 

Income-tax Dei^artment, Bengal. 

896. *Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen : Will G()\ he pleased 

to place on the table a statement showing : 

{%) the total receipts in 1932-33 ; 

('/«) the total expenditure in 1932-33 ; 

(m) the ratio of expenditure to receipts in 1932-33 ; and 

{iv) the ratio of savings to total exi)enditiire that Government have 
in mind to effect by the retrenchment of the above-noted seven 
officers in the Income-tax Department, Bengal? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : 1 iiresume the question 
refers to the Bengal Income-tax Department. If so. tlie answers are : 

{i) Ks. 42Sii lakhs. 

in) Rs. Hi lakhs. 

{Hi) 2.6 })er cent. 

iiv) The saving due to lli<* al)oiition of seven posts of Income- 
tax Dfticers referred to in tlie previous (piestion Avill be 
on the average cost basis, 2.5 ])er cent, of tlie total ex- 
])enditure in the Ib-ngal Jncoine-tax l)ef)urtmen1. 

Retrenchment in the Income-tax Dei'Artment, Bengal. 

897. *Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen : {o') Is it a fact that the 
General Purposes Suh-ro4nmittee of the Retremdiiiifuit .\iivis(»r.y Com¬ 
mittee recommended {vide page 12 of Part T of the Report) the abolition 
of the two highly paid jiosts of Assistant Coinmis.sioiiers of Income-tax 
in (‘alcntta ? If .so, have they been abolished V If not, why not ? 

(Ij) Will Government he jileased to state the number of additional 
Income-tax Officers who have been working or who have worked after con¬ 
firmation in th(* Department without any powers like examiners on account 
of their inefficiency and tin* })criod during Avliich they arc having no such 
powers ? 

ie) Has any of these additional Income-tax Officers, who have been 
v/orking or who have Avorked without poAvers been retreTnched on account of 
their incompetency and inefficiency ? 
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The Honourable Sir George Schuster : (a) Yes. The posts have 
not been abolished. The pay of the posts was reduced to Rs. 1,000— 
100—1,500 with a special pay of Rs. 250 in 1927, but as the present 
incumbents were holding the posts before 1927, they are drawing the 
old scale of Ks. 1,500—100—2,000. The revised scale will be introduced 
as they retire. It is not part of the Government policy of retrench¬ 
ment to (liscliarge officers and replace them by officers of the same 
grade but on lower rates of pay. 

(/>) No additional Income-tax Officers are working without 
statutory powers on grounds of inefficiency. Certain officers are 
working without powers for reasons of departmental convenience. 

(r) Does not arise. 

KeijEase of Persons detaino) in Jails for Indefinite Periods. 

898. ^Shaikh Sadiq Hasan : Are Government aware tiiat a peaceful 
atmosphere i)revails at present throughout the countrj^ and if so, are they 
prepared to consider the possibilities of releasing those persons who have 
been detained in jails for indefinite long periods ? 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : With regard to the first part of 
the fpiestion 1 sh(»uld i)rerer not to generalise. With regard to the 
second ])art, I ]>resunu‘ tlo* Iloiioun.l)l<* Member refers to State 
Prisoners detained under Kegulation 111 of 1S18. Their cases are 
reviewed from time to time iii order to determine wli(*tber the orders 
for detention sbonld eontinue in foree or be modified. 

Ri:i’Rr>’FA’'rATi(>Ns to (iovernment op Mb. Aziz Hindi, a State Prisoner. 

S99. ♦Shaikh Sadiq Hasan : (a) Is it a faet that a State Prisoner has 
often to wait for a eonsideiMl)le ]*(»ried tliree to four months for a reply 
from Goveniinejit lo his representations ? 

(h) Is it a fact that Mr. Aziz Hindi, a State Prisoner, dr>es not often 
get a reply to liis representations made to Government V 

(c) Will Goveinimml be plea.'^ed to state what avenues an* open to 
a state Prisemer if he feels t})at lie is not being treated fairly and .Mpiarely 
at the liands of the authorities 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig: (</i ami (/>). I am not aware of 
any avoidable delays in disposing of represeiitaGons by a State 
Prisoner, or of a”y instance in wliieh a re])]y has not been sent to Mr. 
Aziz Hindi’s r(‘presf*ntations. 

(r) T would draw the Honourable Member's attention to tlic pro¬ 
visions of section 5 of Regulation TTT of 181S from which he will observe 
that every representation which a State Prisoner may be desirou.s of 
making is forwarded to and dealt with by the Governor General in 
Council. 

Welfare Sc^iteme on the East Indian and Eastern Bengal Railways. 

900 *Mr. E. H. M. Bower : (a) Is it a fact that there are welfare 
scjhipmeK qn the East Indian and Ea.stem Bengal Railways for the benefit 
of the subordih.ate staff f * 
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(&) If the answer to part (a) be in the affirmative, will Government 
please state whether the stafi of the -Aecounts Department of these Rail¬ 
ways participate in tiie benefits of these welfare schemes ‘I 

(c) If the reply to part (fj) be in the negative, will Government please 
state what provisions there are for the staff of the Accounts Department 
to receive welfare' relief in ac(ordance with the policy operating on those 
Kailw^ays ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : I presume the Honourable Member is referring to 
the Staff* Benefit Fund. If so, the reply to ])art (a) is in the affirma¬ 
tive. As regards juirt (7H, I am not aware of any rule which prevents 
the Accounts Department fr(»m sliaring in tlie benefits of the schemes. 
Part (r') does not ari^e. 

iSi'spensio.n: op Employees of the East Indian Ivailway, Accusei> op an 

Offence unpek the Indian Penal Code but Released on Bail. 

901. *Mr. E. H. M. Bower : (r/) Is there any rule that when a sub¬ 
ordinate employee on tlie Erist Indian Raihva\^ is accused of an offence 
against the Indian Pena! Code and is relea.sed on bail pending trial, the 
accused employee is ])laced under susjwn.'-iori till siufh tiim* as a competent 
court pronounces judgment ? 

(h) If the answer to part (a) be in the affirmative, will Government 
please state wdietlier the same procedure is applied in the case of the 
gazetted officers of the East Indian Raihvay ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : (o') The rule is that any person whost* eoiiduet is 
undergoing investigation on a serious chargt* shall he ]>laced under 
susiiension until his eas(‘ has been decided by tin* (M)mp»‘tcnt authority. 

f//) I am not aware of any case in which this rule lias been dis¬ 
regarded in tlic ease of gazetted officers by the East linlian Railway. 

CEinAI.N I’OSTS I\ TIfE RATES AND ClAIM.S DpFK ES OF THE COMMERCIAL 
Depautment f>F THE East Indian Uatlway. 

902. ’'•'Mr. E, H. M. Bower : fa'I Is it a fact that the Rates and 
Claims offices of the Commercial De])artmeut of the East Indian Railway 
are con^idei-ed as one unit for tie demotion of subordinate staff ? 

(7j) Are they also considered as one unit for the promotion of the 
subordinate staff ? 

(r) Are the .subordinate ]>o.<t.s in liaise offices inter-changeable, e.f/., 
can the services of a Rates CleHv bo utilised as a Claijns Clerk and vice 
versa ? 

(d) Is it a fact that there arc five subordinate posts in these twm offices 
of the Commercial Department in the cadre of Rs. 400—500 ? 

(e) Will Government please .state : 

({) the names of the five subf-i:antive incumbents of these five 
t posts ; 

(it) the dafe.s on wdiieh they were appointed to these posts ; 

(m) their subsl^ntivo salaries ; 

(iv) whether they are actunlly performing the specific duties of 
their posts ; 



QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 


1457 


(v) whether any of these iive posts are at present filled bj’ officiat¬ 

ing incumbents ; and 

(vi) tlie namos and substantive salaries of such officiating incuiii- 

bents ? 

Mr. P. R. Ran : (a) to (f). Governnient have no information. 
These qinsstions are all wdtliin the competence of the Agent to decide. 

HuijEs for Detfkmixation of 8i*:niority of the Subordinate Staff on the 
East In dun Railway. 

903. *Mr. E. H. M. Bower : (a} Ts it a fact ; 

(i) that ll’e AgeiU of the Eas. Indian Railway has circularised 
riih‘s fi.!* d<‘teniibiiiig the s»‘niorily of llie subordinate staff ; 

(iii that no (i(dinif(' rules .have h(‘on framed regarding the senior¬ 
ity (d' oificiatiiig Tiansporlatioii ]ii^p(^clor.s ? 

{It) W ill (ioveniiiieip, he |>]''cise(l i(i stah* h.)\v seiiiority is to be decided 
in the ease of snliordinaies who (‘fiiei.iie in th<‘ Transj)ortation Inspectors’ 
grade 1 

Mr. P. R. Rau : (loveniment have ik) information. Init h;p/»* sent 
a copy of this (juestioii to the Agint, East Indian Railway, for any 
action neeewsary. 

Pl{OVISI(>N oi J^\\< nJTlI?.s To AcersU) SmORDiXATLS IX Dei'artmextal 
E vtp'HMKs ox TU 1 -: East Ixdiax Railwav. 

904. *Mr. E. H. M. Bower *. (jf > Ts it ti fact that the rules govern¬ 
ing departmental empiirics. on the East Imllnn Railwa.v do not make any 
provision 

(i) fo!* the recording of the evi hme''* of witnesses by the accusal 
sn]>oi*<Iinat os. 

iii) for c(»pi(*s of ilic oMdonee an<l the findings of the onqiiiry being 
su])j)lied to the aceused subordinate ? 

(h) Df> (lovernmeiit ]jropo^e eitl.er to grant facilities to flip accused 
subordinate t(» record tin* evidence or supply him with ecqncs of the same 
and the finding the einpiiry ? If m»t. why not ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : With your ])ermission. Sir, I ]>ropose to reply to 
questions Xos. tU)4, JK)") and 90(k together. Rules w'cre isstioil in 1930 under 
the antliority of the (Jovernment of India I’egulating tlie dIscliarL'‘e and 
dismissal of State Railway non-gazetted Government servants. Tliese apidy 
to all Stale managed Railways : they provide for a departmental emtuiry 
W’hen it is cimsidtovd that the olVene** willi whieh an employee is charged is 
likely to l(*ad to his dismissal. At this cmpiiry it is laiil down that a 
definite idiargi* in writing sliall lie framed in respect of cacli olTcnco and 
explained to the employee, and the evidence iu support of it. as well as his 
defence, along willi an.v evidence which lie ina.v adduce in his defence, .shall 
be recorded in his ]>resenoe, provided that, for special reasons to be rec'orded, 
the evidence of any Avitness may be taken and recorded otherwise than in 
the presence of the employee. Copies of relevant documents, wdiich in the 
opinion of the officer or the committee making an enquiry wdll be o£ 
assistance to the employee in the conduct of his defence, should be supplied 
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at his request. The Agents are empowered to make subsidiary rules for the 
purpose of giving effect to tlic provisions of these rules, but not to alter the. 
main provisions and Government have no reason to believe that they are 
disregarded on the two Kailwriys mentioned by the Honourable Member. 

l*KOVisTON OF Fa(^ilitiFaS TO AcciTSEn SruouDiNATEis IN Defartmental 
Enquiries on the Eastern Bengal Railway. 

ttlOo. "Mr. E. H. M. Bower : (a) Will (Joverninent be i)leased to 
state whether rules exist on the Eastern Bengal Railway for the conduct and 
procedure of dc'partinentai enquiries in which a subordinate eniploj^ee is 
the accus<»d ^ 

(h) Is tlit‘ aeeu.Sv^d subordinate at such enquiries j)err!iiTte(l to crossr 
examine witnesses ? 

(r) Is he permitted to record tJie evidence of witiiessi's / 

(cl) If lh(' answer to part (c) he in the negative, is the aceuscil pro¬ 
vided with copies of the evidence and the finding of the empiiry ? 

ic) Do (iovernnient ])ro])ose to issue orders to the Railway authori¬ 
ties concerned to provide fr.eiliiks to accused subordinates ? If not, why 
not ? 

Rules (;()vr:i{NiN(; Dei'Aktmental Exquiries ox >Stati-: Rah.ways. 

tfK16. "Mr. E. H. M. Bower : (a) Will Government be ])leased to 
state whether there is a eommon set of rules governing d(‘partmental 
enquiries on State Railways 1 

(h) If so, are those rules followed by all the five State Railway’s / 

(r) If the answer to ])art (h) bo in the negative., df> Government pro¬ 
pose to issue instruetions tc Agents of Raihvay.-. to adhere to these rules in 
all sucli cases ? 

J*ROOESSIOX ON THE KkAPASI D.M IN SllAUDVRA, HeLIII. 

907. *Bhai Parma Nand ; (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
if it is not a fact that the Hindus of Slialidara (Delhi) luive hetm holding 
a lU’ocession on the Ekadasi day every year from very aiieieiit limes V 

(/>! Is it not a fact that uj) till this year, no restriction was placed on 
that jiroccssion ? 

(c) Is it a fact that this year, the local authorities Iiave laid d(»wn 
condition, forbidding the Hindus to play music before the mosques ? 

id) Is it also a fact that as a \>rotest the Hindus of Shahdara have 
given u]) tlie holding (d* the proc^*s‘<ion and as a iv'sull great disconteni 
prevails among them 1 If so, wlio is responsible for this iiiiiovatidu and 
fonse({uent discontent ? 

The Hanourable Sir Harry Haig : (a) Yes. 

(h), (r) and (d). In the Muhamnuidairs of Shahdara objected 

to the ])roee.ssion ])layiTig a b?md in fj'onl of the Saraiwala Mosque because 
it inteiffered with their evening prayers. The Magistrate of Shahdara 
issued a written order iorhidilinj; ,he jn’oeession to play music before the 
mosque at the lime oT eveuirig prayers. This conditioli Avas not ent(;red 

tFor answer to this <|iics1ioiJ, ffre uiihwit to qm-Htioii No. FUl. 
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in the licence as the licence had been prepared and delivered before the 
issue of the order. The condition was, however, observed by the licencees. 
This year an application for the taking out of the procession was made to 
the Magistrate of Shahdara who sanctioned the application but in accordance 
wifli the ])recedent of lh:i2 ordered that the procession sliould not play 
music Ixd’ore Uh; Saraiwala Moscpie <luring tlie evening jirayiir time and 
this condition was inserted in the licence. The licencees, how^ever, ref\ised 
to accept it and the |)roci‘ssion was not taken out. A meeting was held 
by the Hindus of Shahdara protesting against the condition inserted in 
the licence. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : May J know from the ilonoiirable Mem¬ 
ber whether any olijcction was taken by the Muhammadans during this last 
occasion wlnni permission was aj>plied for ? 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : I thinl: we may assume tliat that 
was the case from the facts that I have stated to tlic House. 

Rai Bahadur Kunwar Raghubir Singh : Is the mosque on tlic road ‘I 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : 1 slnuild recpiin* notice of that 
question. I am not ae(jnaiii1ed myself with the loeality. 

Mr. B. V. Jadhav : M ay I kiu-\v what was the necessity nf ins(‘rting 
the condition in flit' licence when, on a former (K‘casion. tlie iiiserlion v/as 
not iiec'cssary and the flimlns had not broken that condition ! 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : The tmint is that iti l!k‘>2 the (pies- 
tioii arose at the last nioimuit and it was mM |)ossihle to insert the con¬ 
dition in the lieeiiee. ll was a iiuesti(»n of time. On this occasion the 
matter was tak(*n into considcTation sunicieiitly early and tin* condition 
was ins(*i‘1(‘d in tin* licence. 

Mr. M. Masv/ood Ahmad : Is it a fact that ])laying u" music is lud 
a part f»f religion ? 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : That is a general «pn‘stion which 
it seems piineeessary t(» iro into no\\. 

Mr, Lalchand Navalrai : May I know if the lic.eiict* was given for 
tills year only or for the fnlniv also ? 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : The licences are given annually 
as tin* oeeasioM arises. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : May I snegest tliat we may discuss this 
question outsidi' tiie Assembly, ami lei ns not discuss it on the floor 
of the Jlon.se. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : I>hai Parma Nand will be prepart*d for 
it \ ihini'. 

Bhai Parma Nand ; ^lay I know, if some three or four ])eople or 
one no ;pnl rais«- ;jn object ini!, should (bnno’nment at o7n*r' intrcdiiee a 
new eoinlifion altogt'tlier and ignore the tradition that had born 
going on for a ecTitury or mori* ■ 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig I havt* no doubt that all tlic 
circumst.Mn ’c^ of i|’e f.-nu* \ve!*e carefnlly (Muisidcrcd bv the ^Tairistrafe 
befort* h'* eaMie his eoiudnsiim. 

Bhai Parmn Nand : Ts it a fact that after that procession aun+iicr pro¬ 
cession by the Jain commnnily was started and that no such condition was 
laid down for them 
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The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : 1 am afraid I have no information 
on that point. 

Circulation of a Proposal for PuitciiASE of Derby Sweep Tickets by 

THE Divisional Sui*erintendi5nt, MoradxVbad Dr^ision, East Indian 

Kau^way. 

908, Parma Nand : (a) Will Government please state if it 

is a fact that the Divisional fcjuperintcndent, Moradabad Division, East 
Indian Railway, on April 3, 1933, under No. 12|199l32-E., circulated a 
proposal for purcluisc of Derby Sweep Tickets tliroii^li the Chief Operating 
Superintendent, Calcutta 1 If so, wliat was the initial expenditure 
incurred in respect of this printed circular, postage stamps, remittance 
cliarges, etc., and was it justified ? 

(b) Is it a fact that the iriouey collected for Derby Sweep, 1933 
(approximately Rs. oOO) in the Moradabad Division was sent through 
a special messenger to Calcutta, wi;o travt‘ll(*d to and from M(»radabad 
on a duty pass and was allowed the usual travelling expense's ? If so, 
liow' far is it juslitieJ in the public inierests ? 

Mr. P. R. Ran : 1 have ealh'd for the inforiiiation and will })laee a 
reply on tin* ^al)l«‘ in due e<'U]*se. 

Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen : .May I know- irMin tho ] loiionrahle the 
Home Member whether tlie Derby S\veej> is an institution ree(^gni.s('d by 
the Government 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : I d(. not think it is a matter 
wdiich comes w’ithin tlie jurisdielion of Govtuunmuit Government have 
nothing to do with the Derby Swi-ep. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : Do(‘s it eome nndor the Gam])ling Act ; 

Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen : Aro (tovinnmeiit aware that the 
Derby Swerj> lias an extensive f»perati(»n in India 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : Tin* Jlononrabh' Menduu* is re- 
feiriiig to tile Dmhy Sweoj*. 1 siipjiosc he inemis tlie Sw'eep organised by 
the Calcutta Turf (dui> which is a private institution. 

Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen : Ves. 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : On tlml i)oint 1 think I am right 
in saying that tlie provisions of tlie Indian IVjud Code do not apply to 
that j>articnlar Swf'ep. 

Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen ; Is it a fact liial, alilmugh iIk' Derby 
Sweej) is not a recognised institution, still Government do not take 
ej'reoption to the o])eratiojis of that Swee]), wJiile the oj)erations of other 
ruffle Sweeps are very vehemently oirposcd ]>y Government ? 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : I under.siand that the legal ])Osi- 
tion is that the Sw'eep organised by the C-alcutta Turf Club does not 
offend against tlie law. 

Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen : Is it the same wulh other Sweeps, as 
well, for instance, the Jrisli Jlos]iital Swee]) ? 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : It dcjicnds on tlie nature of the 
Sweep. I darc^ say if iny Honourable friend wishes to pursue the legal 
question, my Honourable friend, the La^v Member, would be able to 
throw further light on the subject. 
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Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen : Are Government aware that one 
Rabindra Nath 131iar was i)rosecuted and convicted last year for selling 
tickets for the Irish Hospital Sw'eep 1 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : No, Sir. 1 was not aware of that 

fact. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Mi«^ht I know from the Honourable Mem¬ 
ber if sj)eeial saindion has been given for carryijig on this Sweep ? 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : No sjH*eial sanction lias been 
given. It is nieridy a (pi(*stiou of whether a particular transaction 
otfends against tin* law or not. 

Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen : Is it a fact that a large number of 
Goviu-iiment s(*rvants liolding very responsible positions are nieinbers of 
iln‘ Derby Sweep I 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : 1 do not (juite understand what 
tin* lloiioni-able JMeiiiber means by saying “ members of a Derby Sweep ”. 

Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen : 1 mean the Derby Sweep Committee. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Might I know if the lloimurafile Member 
lias cniisiden'fl the h*ga] as}>ect of tliis question as distinguished from 
other Sweeps ! 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : The qu(‘stion asked did not appear 
to alfeet my Department and 1 must confess that 1 have not recently 
looked into these legal cpiestioiis on which my Honourable friends oppo¬ 
site ])ly me with so many impiiries. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Will the Honourable Member go into that 
question and find out wliy this Derby Sweep does not come within the 
purview of the IVnal Code. 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : If the Honourable ^Member 
wish(“i ti» put (hnvji a question, I shall he very liapjiy to give him an 
an^we:*. 

Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen : 1 gave notice of several (piesions 
whirh have beon disallowed. 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : 1 am afraiil 1 cannot take the 
rospciisihility for that. 

Mr. S. C. Sen ; Is ii a fact that these tickets are sold privately and 
confident ially thrniiirh members only ? 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : 'J’bat is the p(»sition. 

Mr. S. C. Son ; Ts that (he i-eason why it does not come within the 
purvievr of tin* Penal Co(](* ? 

issf’E OF Dr TV Passes for ttis Private Servant uy ttte Superintendent, 
Paiiavay S(uiool of Transportation, CnAXPAusi. 

909. *Bhai Parma Nand : Will Government be pleased to state if 
it is a fact that the Superintendent. Railway School of Transporta¬ 
tion. East Indian Railway, Chandausi, i.ssu(*d duty ])ass('s for bis private* 
servants and for carrying his personal things ? If not, for what purposes 
vrero duty passi^s for third class. No. 006204, dated the 27th January, 1933, 
No. 006208, dated the 22ud February, 1933, rar-Chandausi to Cawnpore 
L27r>DAD B 
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Central, No. 006203, dated the 6th January, 1933, for 32 menials rx- 
Chandausi to ]Moradabad and for K<*eond elass. No. 005286, dated the 6th 
January. 1933, for eight sul>ordinates rx-Cliandausi to Moradabad, issued 
and whether the Audit Denartment made any objeetion to such use of the 
passes ! 

Mr. P. R. Rau : (Jovernmont have no inforniatiou but are enquiring 
into the matter. 

Usl; or AX Offk ek’s Oarkiaoe fok Joy Riok.s rxni R Orpeks of the 

DlVlSTONAl. Sri'ERIXTEXPEXT, MoUAPAUAD DIVISION, EasT INDIAN 

Kah.way. 

910 -Bhai Parma Nand : Ts it a fact that an oiheer’s carriage, 
No. 4883. under ordiTs of th(‘ Divisional Supcu-intciident, Moradabad 
Division, East Indian Railway, has frequently been used for joy rid(‘S 1 
If jiot, on whii-h dates the said (*arrlage was booked to Hard war and 
onwards n])to Dohiai Dun during the period from December, 1932 to 
A;iyust. 1933 and for wlial pnr])oses ? 

Mr. P. R. Rfiu : 1 liav«‘ called for a report fi’oin the Agent, Mast 
ImliaT’. Railway, and will lay a re])Iy on the table in due course. 

Dtttjls i*i::KF(Hf:\n:i) nv tke Raii.way Staff ditrt\<? IMf.fas at Harfi.mt'k- 
TESAR, HaRDW^AR AND RoORKEB. 

911. "^Bhai Parma Nand : (a') Will (Jovemnnuit be'}deast‘d to state 
the nature oi' t!ie duties ])errorin(‘d by tlie Mela OfTiecr, Mela Supervisor 
and the staff de])Uted from Ib-avelling Tiek<‘t Examiners (Mr. A. Alvi) 
and Junior Ciiards Olessrs. Alnncd Nabi and Jairdesh Narain) duriTig the 
Mola" at <b<rlinnildesa?‘, Hardwar and Roork(‘(* in the years of 1932 and 
193;i '! 

(h ) l'\»-oni what appointnouits oi* eadre wej*'* tin* Mela (MiKeei’ and 
]Mr'!a Siip'O-visor drawn ] 

' rDifI (loveiniiifid .-rmsidor wliether the appointnnuit of I he ^lela 
Su.^^'M'isor eould b<* avoided in vievr of the Station Masters at these st’ations 
holf-'jj; the .'‘■iijjcrvisinfjr duties as ordinary routine 1 

'f/) AVlial was ilo* necessity (•£ havinir two oflic(»rs (Mela Offii'-T anfl 
Mela SujMM-'.isor) fiineticuii’ig at the same lime for the Mela at the same 
stati«>ri ? 

(r) What was the extra expenditure incurred in respeci of these 
a])pointmenls ? 

(/) Ls it a fact that the Mela Snf>ervisor was provided with a 6rst elass 
fonr-Avheel carriage ? If so. was he entitled to it and for how many days 
was it utilized hy him ? (’onld he not be accommodated in a tent which 
was s])ecially hired during the Mel as ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : Witli your permission. Sir, 1 proposi* to r(‘p1v to this 
and the next (juestion together. 

Government have no information but have sent a copy of the (pies- 
tion to the Agent, Eatit Indian Rail^vay, for consideration in eoune'»tion 
with futures Melas. 
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iVKRANGEMKNTS FOR THE AdH-KuMB MeLA 1933 AT HaKDWAB. 

t912. *Bhai Parma Nand : (a) Will Government be pleased to stata 
who was directly res])()nsil)Ie for the arrangeinerits of the Adh-Kumb Mela 
1933 at llardwar ? 

{b) Were the working rules of Hardwar Railway Station during 
Adh-Kurrib Mela l‘<3.‘{ workable and afjproved by the Senior Government 
Inspector in accordance with the General Rules of the Open Line Working f 
If so, will tiovernnient please lay on the table a copy of the said rules, 
together with a .statcrncmt showing detentions of regular trains and details 
of derailnjf'iits anil accidents, if any V 

[r) Will Government phase state how it was justified : 

(i) to o])en a Control tVffice at Hardwar ; 

(ii) to suspend the go^nls trafiic between Moradabad and Saharan- 

pur ; 

f ///1 to lay a?i avfuVlinir line off Jdiaksar and erect and w^ rk cabins 
or fiag stations at both ends ; 

(iv) to erect a cahin at JIardwar and work the same as a line clear 
station ; 

(?’) to provide high power are lamps in addition to tlj< electric 
installation dime for the Mela ; 

(ni) to purchase ken^sijio oil for the arc lam])s ; 

(rii) to suspend the stoppage of light trains al Hardwai’ Tunnel 
(City Booking Office) and Bhimgoda and the hociking of 
passengers therefrom in spite of the fact that every Ir-nn stops 
^liJ'Tc under a caution order of Etigineering Departinent ; 

(viii'} t(i sns]>eiu] the hooking of passengers to and from Jawfilanur and 
Raiuala statioTis ,* 

(i.r) to post tiine Assistant Station Masters, tliree ITatform Inspectors 
and such other extra stafl' ; 

(.r) to lav out extra liTies and ereetion of temymrary platforms out 
of capital outlay ; 

(xi) to keej) engines on steam for a longer period than required in 
absence of any aiiticipatiiui of running of a special ? 

Arrears in Foreion Sea-borne Trai>e Statistics for Katiiiaw’Ar Ports. 

913. J. Ramsay Scott : ia) Arc Government aware that 

foreign sea-bonn» irjide monthly vstatistics for British India for July, 1933, 
have just bemi publisJied ? 

(h) Are Government awa:<» that foreign sea-borne trade statistics for 
Kathiawar Ports for November, 1932, ba\e just been published 1 

(c) Are Government aware that the Kathiawar statistics are nine 
months in arrears ? 

The Honourable Sir Josep h Bhore : (a), (b) and (e). Yes, Sir. 

t For answer to this question, see answer to question No. 911. 

L275LAD b2 
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Import op Sugar through Kathiawar Ports. 

914. *Mr. J. Ramsay Scott : Will G(»vermii(?nt please lay on the 
table a statement giving tlio total impoi*ts of sugar imported through 
Kathiawar ports for the year 19;)2-3.S ? * 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Shore : With your pc'riiiission. Sir, 1 will 
reply to questions Nos. 914 and 915 together. 

1 lay on the table two statements furnishing tin* information re(iuired. 


Statkm fnt 1. 

Total Unports of sugar into Kathiawar ports during l932-3'i. 


1932-3:L 




Quantity (tons). 

Value (K). 

Sugar 


... 

... 

... 03,79.3 

70,03.491 


Statkm EXT IT. 

Imports of cotton textiles and yarns into Kathioirar ports during 1U32-33. 


Cotton manufactures. 

Total imports. 

.lapan's share. 

Quantity. 

Value (K). 

Quantity. 

V’^alue (K). 

Twist and yam 

lb. 

20.333 

20,792 

1,4(K) 

705 

Blankets 

.. lb. 

448 

3,408 



Canvas (a) 

,. yd. 

7,11.5 

3,271 



Handkerchiefs {a) 

. . No. 

3,000 

220 

3,G(K> 

220 

Hosiery {a) 

. .Value 


20,305 


2,593 

Lace and patent net (o) - ■ 

yd. 

4.59,890 

14,042 



Piocegoods («) 

. . yd. 

0,250,25(» 

12,27,745 

2,992,532 

4,12,025 

Thread, sew'ing 

.. lb. 

13,257 

40,351 

100 

297 

Other sorts (^/) 

. . Value 


40,247 


5,340 


(o) Weight not recorded. 


Import of ( otton Textile and Yarn, et(\, through Kathiawar Ports. 

+915. ^Mr. J. Ramsay Scott : Will Government please lay on the 
table a statement giving the imports through Kathiawar ports for the 
year 1932-3.3 of : 

{a) cotton textiles and yarn in weight and value ; 

(h) the fTapane.se share of such imports in weight and value f 

I Per answer to this questiou, set answer to question No. 914. 
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In(’li’sion in 'iiiK 8 fa-uokne Trade Voi.ttve of Statistics op Imports 
THROUGH Kathiawar 1*orts. 

916. *Mr. J. Ramsay Scott : {a) Ar * Govemment aware that 

llip yearly volnnie of sea-boriK* trade of 1JK31-I12 does not f?ive tl)e full 
picture ol‘ imports into India. a< Kaiidawar tijjures are not included ? 

ih) Are Government ])repared lo talo* steps, in view of *:reat 
increase of imports 1hroiif?li KatliiaAvar ports, to have these statistic^s 
iiielnded in tlie sea-borne trade volume for 1932-33 ? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Shore : (//• Govfnimenl aie aware that 
Kathiawar fiirures are not inchuled in tie* annual volume of Sea-borne 
Trade for 1931-32. 

ih) Govi‘nimont will consider the sn^^pre.stion made by the lioiiour- 
ahle Member. 

Army IlKADQrAirrr.Rs St'i:(-T;\e 'ruAiN nr.TWEKX Sttmmir Hill and Simla. 

917. '^Sardar Sant Sirgh : (a'' Witii reference to tht' reply to 
part {(1) of the sta.n*ed (piestion No. 136, dated the 29th August. 1933, will 
Government be pleased to slate the number of A?*my TTeadquartf‘rs technical 
clerl'.s who are (uititled to free conveyance under The military rules for li\ inpf 
at a place mon* than half a mile distant from the office, and will they be 
ydeased to place a copy of the said rules on the table of this Plouse ? 

ih) Will Government bt' pleased to state the total cost of pivinj? the 
respective class of monthly tick(*t fares to only such clerks of the Army 
Headrpiarters who are entitled under the military' rules to free conveyance 
for them.selves and their school-troinir cJiildren readinpr in Simla .stdiools T 

Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham : The information askerl for by the Hononr- 
ahlc Mcndicr is hein<^ collected, and will be laid on the table of the 
House ill due course. 

Army TTfadqitarters Spectal Train betwi:en Summer Hill and Simla. 

918. *Sardar Sant Singh : With reference to the reply to 

part (e) of the starred (piestion No. 137, dated the 29th Aucrust, 1933, 
denyinf? tlie fact stated in the said part of tlie question, will Government 
be jileased to state whether the following persons, w'ho travel daily 
by tb<‘ clerks' s])e(*ial hold Army IT(‘adquaiders passes for such free con¬ 
veyance betwH*en Summer Hill and Simla in aeeordanee with the Army 
Hepflrtmeut iustruetions lo the Quartermaster General, regarding the isvjue 
of such passes ? 

li) ]\rr. r. Allan of the i\l G. O. Hranch. livincr in Summer 
Hill ill a ]u*ivatc house ; 

(?V) Staff Sergeant Gill of the office of the A. T). O. S. P. (M. G. 0.) 
livincr in Summer Hill in a private house : 

(ml Mr. Edwards, a pensioner of Army Headquarters and at 
present employed in a private office but living in Govern¬ 
ment quarters by sufferance ; 

Mrs. Augustine of the M. G. O. living in a private bouse in 
Summer Hill ; 
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(fi) Miss Gidson of the M. G. 0. living in a private house in 
Summer Hill ; 

(vf) Mr. S. E. Souza oi‘ the M. A. G. which is not included in the 
Army Department instructions regarding issiit' of pusses ; 

(vii) Mr. Wade of Indian State Forces who has not heeii allotted 
any Government quarters in Summer Hill ; 

(tUM) iMr. Rutter of A. G-’s Ilranch and who has not been allotted 
any Government quarters : 

\f.r' ]\lr. Dannett of th<» ottiot* of tli(‘ A. ]\I. S. P. liviiiLT in a |>ri\a,te 
house ill Summer Jiill ; 

(; • ]\Ir. i\ Soisii' of A. G.'s P>raiieh living in a private lioiis“ in 
Snimue:* Hill * 

If not, d.i (ho ernnnnit ]»ro]j(iS.* to enqiiire from tlie \oi th Western 
Ivailwjjy Administration wln‘ther any monthly tickets iiave Ix^m issued by 
tiu* ( b*‘‘r‘=diiig Sie.ra, in the muiK* (*}’ riios . ml if 

Ro. ha'r tl.'ose or any of those been issued after tin* notice of tJ:e pn'vious 
qii ‘'jion. wcie received by (.v.>v<‘rinn. n; -n li e iM‘L*jnnio;; . -i-rs . 

i/■ f If no Army Ileadquarlei-s j)ass(‘s hav(‘ betm issued, nor »nonrhly 
ticfeis l.ir.e beiui puixdiased ’*y those m(‘UlioiH*d alxtve, ai‘(' Gov'‘n:f5i(*nt 
aware that they are allowed to travel liy the three liogies of ih<* derks^ 
special pa.d fi’oni military (*stimates in eoutravtmtion of tin* Army Dejiart- 
liienl in.-ii niei ion to 1)ie ( 4 |iUirt(*rma‘'ler-(Jeneral If so. wiiy 

'(•} If the aiiNW**!' to parts •. a) and - h ' be in llie aflinnatixe. ^■:ill 
Gov'nin.i':.t be pleoMxl io "tale whai st<'ps they t,) ijilNt- ae'-iiiivt the 

N<»rth Western Kaiiway for tlenying the fae|s stahxl in part (< ) of starred 
question Ve. l.'IT ? 

With referenee to th(‘ reply to part < nf* tin* starred (piestioii 
Kf». daUxl I he L.'Mh Aiero^t. Ibdd, denyiinr I he f.-n'ts slated in part 

ab'c.e. »!;. Gov,.vnTT!*.*i't 15?'po «• no as!' the Ner;ii Wi’sti'rn Railway whelber 
snei'! di. were lu'onght to l!»e not-ee oX ih, V^sistant S'ation Masters, 
Simla, esjte-'ialiy Jlarhanslal ami odhers vho ‘/eiH*rally nscsl to travel in the 
clerks’ sja^eial as Guards in eharge of the train about sneli distinctions, by a 
larcfe innnb ;• of the ]»hblie utilising tlie train, ttnd are Governratmt aware 
that they dway- replied that they are not authorised to elieek tin* tiekeis or 
passes of H)e Army II 'a<h«nartei*s’ Enn)pean elei-ks ! If not, <Io Go^■e^^. 
mel t ]»ropose to ask the North Western Railwav to enqnin* from the public ? 
If not. wl’v not ! 

(c) Will Government be pdeased to stat(' fnrtlier how sneli a large 
nuinb(*r of European elerks as !nentiorie<l in part (a) were travelling and 
are still fi’aveiling in tlie bogies fiaid for from military estimates ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : (a) 1 am informed that of tin* ten jiersons mentioned 
in this question, only two namely Messrs. Rntter and Dannett hold Army 
Headquarters passes, at present. 

It appears that since July monthly season tickets have been issued to 
two of the persons named, namely Mrs. Augustine for August and 
Sept(*mber, 1933, and Miss Gidson for Septemlxir, 1933. 

(h) T understand that pei'soris found travelling without tiekeis or 
passes are charged excess fares by the Railway Administration, and no 
person is permitted to travel without a ticket or a pass. 
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T()( and dcdrainmenf i.s snj)ervis^*d by tlie Camp Sergeant 

and a cuTtifioato is l'(»r\vard(‘d to fho Assistant Oj)oratin<r Officer, Simla, 
that old^' tliosf* c/itith'd to ti*avcl in tlioso comdios actually have Iravellod. 

{<‘) I cannot see in wiiat rcspfHjI the llonouralde Member contends 
that the inrorination "iven previously was incorrect. 

(</) I am informed that all the three Assistant Station Mastc-rs report 
that no such facts were brought to their imtice by anybody. They also 
deiiv ha\inn- stated that they are not authorised to check the tickets or 
pas'‘es of Army 1 lead<piartei's European Clerks. 

Covernmejd do not eoiisider that a pubJi(! empiiry is calh*d for. 

(f) In view of ilje r(‘ply to parts (a) and (h), this (pjestion docs not 
arise. 

i’laO'lSION OF A Ci.T’Ji FOi{ IXDIAN CliElMvS i.IVJN(i IN SUM.MER IllLL QUARTERS. 

^dl). '''Sardar Sant Singh : (a.) Wiilj ndVrence to the reply to 
slari't'd (|U'sli'»n No. CP, (au'd tie* Aimu.st, will (iovernment be 

]>le;j>r(l to sUi1<* fin' p‘a .oils why the Club'llouse built at Government 
expensf' is only I'cscrved for a particular I'oiniininity of Goveriiiuent s(*r- 
vants, uaiuoly Eui’ojieans and Aiiirlo-Indian*, lisinc’ in Summer Hill Gov- 
crmiieni •jiiariei*s 

(/) I Will Governiiiciil be pleased to stat“ furtber the reasons why the 
Eu]’ope,.ii-. and Analo-Iuiiiaiis, wnrkiim- in ;ii‘ eivl df^partment'- and o!n"es 
as well ai-o allowed to utilise the (1nb and vhy Indians who have adopted 
Km-op!';ui st'\ le of livinjr are not allowed to enjoy the Cltib Ilouse i 

, f T)o (tovi'vn in<*nt prooi.^e 1<» ) <*mo\ c \\,i- racial bar and flllov/ the 
Indian tenants of Summer Ilil! (Jov» rnment <ju:iilers who have been 
allotted those (piarbTs on the doelaration tk.at tlicy have adopted Euconeari 
style of livinir ! If noi. why imt 

o’ With refcreijce to the reply tn tlie starred* ipiestion Xo. I’JS. dated 
tile ‘..’‘dill Anirust, will Gevernnnmt he plian-ed to state the Liinil er of 

Enrop(*an a.od An-alo-lndian a]Iotl<*(»s of Sumnn'r Hill Govm’nmeni (piarters 
in the \ ear of const ruet iiUi of the said Club Hou.se for whom GoveriiiiKUit 
did provide the said (’liib Housi*. and will they’ be j^leased to state the 
numlcM- of Indian allott<‘es of Summer Hill (iovernment quarters in the 
summei* of IDT! and {lie snmnier of IHTl for whom no Club House has been 
provided ? 

Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham ; (a), (h) and (r). The Club Ilouse, Summer 
Hill, was provided for Europeans and Aiifrlo Indians at a time when there 
W’ore v(*ry fcAv, if any, Indians living in Government (jnarters in that 
neighbourhood. If tliere is any general desire on the j)art of Indian clerkai 
residing in Sunnii(*r Hill to become eligible for raembershi]), they c.an 
always make that desire known to Gov'ernnient through their Associations. 
A ivprcsentation on the subject from any of these Associations would 
I'cceivc the consideration of Government in consultation with the Com¬ 
mittee of the Club. 

(d) The Club Ilouse referred to Avas eonstructed in 1926, and in that 
year 68 European and Anglo-Indian clerka were allotted quarters in 
Summer Hill. The number of Indian allottees of these quarters in 1933 
and 1934 is 28 and 31, respectively. 
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Army Headqttartfrs Spec’ial Train between Summer Hill and Simla. 

920. *Sardar Sant Singh : (a) With roferont'e to the reply to 
part (o) of the starred ({u'estion No. 139, dated the 29th Anfrust, 1933, will 
Government be pleased to stale whether eases of evietion of Indian ladies 
and sehoo! boys from intermediate class eompartmeiits attached to the 
clerks’ Special by Army IIead(piart‘ers clerks were ever reported to the 
North Western Railway statf and if so, how often ? 

(h) Did tlie North Western Railway staff take a!iy action (ai such 
leports ; if so, why did they take thos(» steps, for removing ilu* aff)resaid 
grievances ? 

Mr. P. R. Ran : 1 understand no such reports were ever made to the 
North AVestern Railway staif. 

Army Ilr.AOQUARTFRs Special Train between Summer Hill and Simla. 

921. -’'Sardar Sant Singh : {a) AA'ith refereiu'e to the reply to 

part (h) of the starred (piestion No. 139, dated the 291 h August, will 

Government be pleased to slate whether on the 2Sth August last, Lieuti*nant 
Whitmars and other European clerks and several school-going I'hildren 
were occupying first and second class compartments by the 4-20 train which 
is not the clerks’ Special ? 

(h) Is it a fact that the said Europeans fore(‘d a small Indian boy 
of about eight years’ age to get down from a eompartment of tin* train on 
the ground that the boy held an intermediate class monthly ticket ? 

(c) Ts it a fact that the said Euroy)ean elerk.s and ehildren travelling 
b 3 ^ the Bombay mail with Army TTendquartors’ passes in first and second 
class compartments were asked b.v the Nortli AVestern Railway staff, on 
the intervention of other Indian passengers, to leave the eompariments, and 
is it a faet that they refused to do so unless the North AA^estern Raihvay staff 
brought the railway ])olice ? 

(fl) Tf the answers to parts (r/L (hi and (c) be in the affirmative, do 
Government propose to make a thorough investigjition for verifying wliethep 
the facts stated in part (h) of the starred (piestion No. 139. dated the 29th 
August. 1933. are correct ? Tf not, vrhy not 1 

Mr. P. R. Ran : (a) and (r). On the 28th August, 1933, T under¬ 
stand some Eiiro])pan gentlemim and several stdiool bo.vs and children, who 
did not y)ossess tickets hut were in possession of Army Headquarter passes, 
were prevented from travelling by the lfi-20 train. They were a(*commo- 
dated in the Soldier Clerks Syieeial leaving Simla at 16-29 hours. This 
a(dion on the part of the RaihvaA- staff was not prompted either by the 
j)ublic or by the police. 

(h) The Railway Administration is unaware of this. 

(d) Government do not consider that any special invc'.stigiition is 
necessary. 


Provision of Facilities for Free Convev'ance to ttie Civilian Clerks 
living in Summer Hill Qi’arters. 

922. ’^Sardar Sant Singh : (a) With reference, to parts (h) and (c) 
of the .starred question No. 140. dated the 29th August. 1933, will Govern- 
mont be pleased to state whether the civilian clerks of Army Headquarters 
living in Summer Hill Government quarters form the bulk of the Army 
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Headquarters pass-holders for free conveyance by the clerks’ special 
train ? 

(h) If M), is it a fact that sneli civilian rderks living? in Summer Hill 
are not entitled to free (‘onveyance under the military rules ? If so, will 
Government be pleased to state the rt‘a*sous why other civilian clerks 
employed in otlier <'ivil departments and otTices of the Government oi India 
other than the Army llead(puirters an* not allowed free conveyancf* by the 
said clerks’ Special ? 

\v) Do (Jov(*rnnient pro])ose tt» remove this ju’cl’erential treatni'iit of 
one cla'^s of Gov(‘i‘nment of India servants over another cias:. ? 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : Witli your permission 1 shall 
answer qn'*stifnis \os. !)22, f)24 and 92-) toircther. 

The nnm])er of clerks of the Army ITeadrpiartej's wlio travel free 'Oy the 
special train rnnnin;^- between Summer Hill and Simla is as follows : 

(n) ]\Jilitary elerks .. .. .. 24 

and theii* cliildren (entitled to free conveyance 

under military rides) .. .. 12 

(/>,! Civilian clerks not entitled to free conveyance 

under military rule.s . . 44 

Tlic fpiestion of fi*ee train service for tbe elerks of Givil Deiiartments 
in oeeujialioii of (lovernnu'nt cpiarters at Summer Hill was examined in 
1921. Tin* Impmdal Secretariat Association who were consulted in the 
matter statt‘<l that there was no pressinjr demand for free cot'veyance. 
The inattei- was dropped and Government do not propose to reojven it. 

It is within the discretion of various Civil l)e]>artnient,s to allow such 
of tlieir (derks as inav resi<le at Summer Hill and wlio arrive in ofhee by 
9-4;*) A.M. to leave oflice at 4 n.M. to take advantage of tiie special train 
which is run between Summer Hill and Simla. 

Grant of Hofse Kent to Gi.erks rxwuj.ixo to ori’rrv SrMMER Hill 

t^tUAKTKRS. 

923. *Sardar Sant Singh : With nfei-enee t(' the reply to ])art {a) 
of the starred (piestion No. 143, dated the 2J'th Aiigu.st, 1933, will Govern¬ 
ment be i)lease(l to slate wlndber it is a fac; t!;at iho.se who are liable to 
be allotted Surnnier Hill (piarters are b^'ing eompelled to occupy them on 
pain of forfeiting their house rent allowance in Simla I If not. will 
Government he pleased to statt» whether men governed by tbe new bouse 
rent rules and declaring to have ado]de(i European style of living but not 
willing to occupy Summer Hill (luariers will be entitled to house r»‘ut 
jUlowanee admissible under the Simla Allowance C-ode * 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : Those Government sorAants, who 
are governed by the new rat-es of Simla house-rent allowance and who have 
claimed to be considered eligible for the European style of living quarters, 
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eannot draw the allowance if they refuse to accept the offer of quarters 
at Summer Hill. 

Provision of Facu.ities for Free Conve^'ance to the Civilian Fvlebks 
LIVING IN Summer Uuj. Quarters. 

*Sardar Sant Singh ; With refen^nce to tlie reply to part (b) 
of the starred ipiestioii No. 144, dated tlie 29th August, 1038. stating that 
the S]>t‘(*ial train was saneliom'd and frei* passes granted to all Army 
Headipiarters elerks allotted Siunna'i* Hill (piarters, majority of whom 
do not enjoy military status, to toisnn* that they should I'eaeh office 
punctually in tlu' inoniings and return to their (piarters jp a reasonahly 
early hour in Hk^ afternoons AvitiuMit heing eompelled to walk tli»‘ eoinjiara- 
tively hmg distance to aod from Summer Hill, will Coverriment he pleased to 
state the rea.-:ons avIiv {lie same eonsidc'ration is not shown tt» (lovern- 
ineid S'U’vants heIon<*ing to '.‘ivif dtqiartmenis and ofTi'^vs livioir io Siimnj(*r 
TTill fcrnnKMit (piaih'rs and who'*’ otllee hours are from lf)-30 a.m. to 
4-30 !*.>!. and do not ('oineidf' with the otTiee liours of t!i(‘ Army Head- 
qnariers ofliec's whiidi are from 10 a.m. to 4 i*.m. ? 


Chaxoi: of Timings (tr Tfii* Aimv IIi:AnQr.\irn:Rs SpEoiAii Train ok of 
(irFK’i: Homs of Hovkrn.mknt Offkt.s in Simla. 

■’h‘2o. ^'Sardar Sant Singh : Do (lovernment j>ro|ios(* to change the 
timmir of the eho-l's' /.}♦ ehamjc the* cffice hours of tl'C (lovei’iinuMit 

offiee.s in Simla in such a way .a^ to makf* tljc* timing <'f tlie clerks* special 
from Snn.Tner Tld| Sim'a and r//v suilaM * to all el(*rks living in 

Snmnier llil) ouarters irvosneetivt' of* wheth(*i* tiny belong to civil offices 
or Army Headrpiarters ofTices If not, why not ? 

Si’rT.-’ Tx<TiTrTi:n ijv rh'tvr.icvMi'.xT for tiii: Dfclaratk^n of TiincR 

PliOI’RlITARV KlOnTS IN RF.SI'KCT OF (’KRTAIN SiTES ANI> DUNGALOWS LN 

TiiF Fawalpindi Cantonment. 

926. -Sardar Sant Singh : Ts it a fact llfaf Hovernnvun have insti¬ 
tuted lav’ suits for the declaration of their proprietary rights in respect 
of certain sites and hniiLGilows in tin* Kawalpindi Cantonment ? If so, 
will CTOvernnient he ideased to stale the nanuAs of the owne^rs of siudi sites 
and Iniiigalows against wlnnii such eases avcim* instituted this year and last 
year in Fawalfiindi Cantonment .' 

Mr. G. R. P. Tottenham : With your permission, Sir, T will answer 
questions Nos. 926 and 927 together. 

In 1982 (TOvernnKuit filed one suit in Rawalpindi Cantonment : this 
was against Sardar Sohan Singh for a doidaration of their propriidary 
rights in the site of bungalow No. 193. 

Judgment was delivered on the 10th July, 1933, upholding Govern¬ 
ment’s claim. ♦ 


t For answer to this question, jten answer to question No. 922. 
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Suits instituted by Government fob the Declaration op theui 
Proprietary Jliairrs in respect op certain Sites and Bungalows in 
the UawajjPindi Cantonment. 

fJi-7. "‘'Sardar Sant Singh : (a) Is it a fad that a law suit was insti¬ 
tuted by Govtjrninent for the declaratioii of ))ro])rietary rights for certain 
sites and bnngahnvs in tlie Rawalpindi ('antonment recently V 

(/>) Is it a fad that the judgment of tlie said ease was delivered by 
the judge in favour of (lovernnient on the 10th duly 1 If not, when 
was th(* judgnieiit actually delivered ? 

ivm si; op DisriuiTJONAiiY PowEits vi:sTKi> IN THE Income-tax Officers at 

( 'alcutta. 

Jj/lx. D. K. Labiri Chaudliury : (a) Are Govern men I aware 
that tie* <lisereti(»iiary powers vesttvl in the ineome-lax Olliecrs at Cdieiilta 
are liiglily ahu.seri 

ih) Are (loNeniUient awart* that the lucoiiie-lax < )flicers at < aleutta 
do tiot give any reasojiahle opportuiiitA to the assossee.s lo <‘nahle them to 
eoinply willi tlie i}oile(‘s innh‘r set-iions 22 >4' and 2‘! (2* and that < tYorts 
aiM* !j»‘iiei*a]ly nwifie to iiialu* heavy assessineiils under seetion 22 i4} of 
the lij(luin 1 iK'otnt*-!ax Aet, depriving the asst‘ssec‘s o|' their riglits of appeal 
on merits ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : Witli your permission, bir, I 
sliail atiswer (piestioiis Xus. irj^ ;iih1 !i.*>2 logethcM'. Piujniries are bung 
niadi* aud the results will he laid on the table in due eonrse, 

Jh l’ITION’S PILFJ) I'NDEK SECTION 27 OP THE INDIAN INCOME-TAX AcT IN 

< AlaTTTA. 

^>29. -Mr. D. K. Lahiri Chaudhiiry : Will Covermneni he jjleased to 
state liow many petit ams under sedion 27 of tlie Indian lneonn‘-tax Act 
weft liled during the years Phil-22 and 1922-22 ? Ilow many 

(Jill ni them were aeeejMed and what wtu'e the amounts (d’ tax retunded 
to th(' assessees ])y Mieli aeeeptaiiee ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster ; As reiranis the first part of 
tlie piestioM, a stat<unent is }ai<i (Ui the table. As regards tin* stTjoJid j>art, 
tilt* 1 n 1 or;ii;jIlen dt'sirevl i" not on record and eoiihl not he eompile«I Avithout 
the expi'iiditlire ('1' time and lahonr dispr(»])ortionat(* to the value of the 
results. 


SUittmtni shotring thv vumber of applirntiom filed tmder ISertion 27 of the Indian Income-tax 
AcU 1922, and those accepted during the years 1930-31, 1931-32 and 1932-33, 



No. of applications 

No. of applicatioDfl 


liled uud»*r 

accept'd under 


section 27. 

sec’tion 27. 

1930-31 

9,733 

2,331 

1931-32 

9,545 

2,397 

1932-33 

12,613 

3,056 


t For answer to this question, sec answer to question No. 926. 
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Amount of Jnc^omf.-tax (collected in Calcutta. 

930. '^Mr. D. K. Lahiri Chaudhury : Will (lovernineiit be plt'nsed tu 
state what was the ainount of iiicome-tax eolleeted under section 23 (4) 
of Ihe Indian Income-tax Act, durinfi: 1930-lU, 1931-32 and 1932-33 in 
cases where returns were filed ? And what sliould have been the ainount 
of rax if they liad been accepted as (uu-reet ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : Tiie information is not on 
record and could not be (*onipib‘d witlunit an expenditure of tinu* and 
labour disjirojiortionate to the value of the results. 

Income-tax Chuu'i.aks issued by ttte Centkai. Board op Kevknue. 

931. "'Mr. D. K. Lahiri Chaudhury : Will Government be ]drased to 
.Male wlietliei- the inconu-tax eireulars issued by tbe Central Board of 
lleA'eniK* from tiiin* to tini. to tbe Iiieome-tax Dejiartment are not made 
aeeesMbh* to the asse.vsees ? If not, why not ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : Tnoome-tax circulars issued 
by tbe Central Board of Kev(‘iine that are of ^n*n(*ral jiublie intcrc'si are 
ineorporated in the Income-tax Manual to whicli t]i(‘ public have access. 

Assessment of Income-tax in Calcutta. 

1*9:12. "'Mr. D. K. Lahiri Chaudhury : An* Government aware that 
the Income-tax Officers at Calcutta while making assessments to the best 
of tiieir judgment or while exercising their discretion under sect ion 13 of 
the Indian Income-tax Act, generally jdaee reliance on the reiiorts furnished 
by tlicir secret informers and give absolutely no opportunity to tlu issessces 
to rebut them V 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Recruitment of Membec.s of Minority Communitfes in the Post Offic es 
AND Rah .WAY Mail Service in the Bombay Presidency. 

55. Mr. N. M. Joshi : Will Government be jdeased to stau* : 

(fr) whether tlie recruitment rule.s, regarding the coinmiiual com- 
])Ositi()n of clerical staff in the Post Offices and Railway Mail 
Seiwice in the Bombay Presidency, require third 

vacancy to be j-eserved for eoininunal preponderance ; 

(h) whether the minority community for the pnr])ose of r.*cruitment 
■ in Bombay Circle includes Ibirsi.s. (3iristians. IMnsliiiis and 

the backward and depressed classes, or refers exelusivi*ly to 
Muslim community alone ; 

(r) what are the supplementary instructions, if any, i?i connection 
with recruitinciit laid down by the T’ostinaster-Co‘ncral, 
Bombay, and whether they have the approval of the Govern¬ 
ment of India ? 


1 For answer to this question, see answer to question No. 928. 
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The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : {a) The fact is not exactly as 
stcited by tJu* Honourable Member but to prevent: tbe undue i)reponderance 
of any one class or coiniijunity, (Government have laid down that one-third 
of all permanent vacancies to be filled by direct recruitment should be 
reserved for the redress of communal inequaliti(\s. 

(b) Tile one-third reservation is not for Muslims alone, but for the 
minority communities taken toj^ether. 

(cj Government are not aware that any suiiplementaiy instrnctioits 
are in force in th(‘ liombay Postal Circle, but if the Honourable Member 
will give me particulars of any such instructions, I shall be glad to inquire 
into the matter. 

UvL’asEKR ANI> SORTING PoSTMEN UNDER THE C’ONTROL OF THE PRESIDENCY 

Postmaster, Bombay. 

56. Mr. N. M. Joshi : Will Government be jileased to state : 

(<i) the total nmiiher nf ()Vcrs«‘(*r jKisiiiieii and sorting postnu'ii, since 
termed as Tj(»wer Division clei'ks, under the control of the 
Prt*si(l(‘ncy Postmaster, Bombay, on 1st dime, 19^3 ; 

(b) th(‘ total immlier of Lower and Cpper Division clerks under his 
control ; 

{(•} the total number of reserve staff for the combiiuql cadi-e of 
I i>})er and Power Division eierks in accordance with 17 per 
cent, holding ajipointments in Bombay ; 

id) if tlie full perecTitage of leave reserve has not yet been saiic- 
tiimed, and, if so, when it would lie sanetioned and what 
instructions have been issued so that the leave to the staff for 
want, of reserve may not he refused v 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : ((/• to u ). Government regret 
tliiit tlio inforiiiMliMii r«‘<iuii-(M foi- purposi s of parts (a) to of the ques- 
lion is iiiU i-eadily available. 

id) G()vt*rnment are not aware that a leave nvserve of the full strength 
Jia> nol been sanelioiied and that for this i^easoii tliore iias hetui am- diffl- 
eidfy in granting b^ave t(» tlie staff'. Should tin* faets he as report(*d by tjje 
IloiKMirable Member it is for the Head of the Gircle to re])ri‘seiit the niattei 
to the Direetor Geii(*ral ; a eopy of tins (|uestioii is being s(*nt to tlmt officer. 

h’ll.vi I’OMMITTKP BY THE DeI’AKTMENTAI. AND KxTHaDfJ*ARTMENTAL 
Staff in the Bombay I’ostal ('iiule. 

57. Mr. N. M. Joshi : Will Government be ]>loased to stale : 

((/} the number of frauds e4)imnitted by the (i) departmental, and 
(if) extra-de|iartmeiital postal staff* in Boiubay Girele during 
the peri('d of six months from the 1st danuarv. l‘);U) to the 
doth dune, lOdO ; 

(/») the number of frauds proved and under enquiry <*oninntted by 
(i) departmental branch postmasters, (if) extra-departmental 
branch postmasters. (//7) postmen, and (ir) gratuity agents, 
from tlie 1st January, 1933 to the 30th »Iune. 1933 ? 
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Tbe Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : 1 regret that the information 
asked for is not readily available and it would involve undue labour to 
collect it. 

i^lJiEGED MiSMANAGKMiaJT OF THE CENTRAL PUBLICATION BrANCII. 

58. Mr. S. 0. Mitra : (a) Has the attention of Government been 
drawn to the rejiort in the Delhi edition of the /Slotfsinon, dated the 27th 
August, 1933, under the ea]>tion “ Kusli to Buy Book on relonns—Busy 
Delhi Office ” 

(7>) If so, will Government be pleased to state the aiiKUint earned by 
sale of publications of the liefornis (.)ffie(‘ troin duly to the 27th of 
August ? 

(c) How many eo?u]daints against the Ceiitj-fiJ Ihiblieation Branch 
were received during the last tinaneial y(*ar ti-oin the .MenilaMs of the 
Legislaime, as stated b> Mr. D'Bea, Officiating .Manager, to the Press 
representative ’ 

{<!) Will Government b(‘ pleased to stat(‘ tie* < ircumstanees of the 
complaints ? 

(< ) Who are those Members from whom complaints had been 
received ? 

(f) Wliat is tli(* total numher of imhmts rneeivt'd durin<x the last 
financial year ? 

((j) Did ]Mr. D'Eea invite tlie Pr ss rejjrnsentative ■' 

ih) Is the pr seiit huildintr, where the ('' nlral Puhlieation Branch is 
located, four times as lartre as the one the l>rai,eh liad nefui)ie(l in <’alenria., 
as reported by i\lr. D’Eca ! 

(i) Is it a ra('t that lots of publi‘'alieii-- . b n- h* closed l)o\t", in the 
verandahs 

(J) If so, is it (hie to paneity of i-acks and spae** 

</»•) Is it a faf't that the rains of lat** ha'-. •• inia* .*o:isif Icraid' daioacre 
to these })ul)li(;ations ? 

r/) Is it a fa('t that many pnhlication- atr heing daniaired hy white 
puts r 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : (r/) Ves. 

(/• ) Us. 4r)4. 

fri The statement did not nfei- to tin* last financial year : theia* are 
i)(j records in my Department of any eoinjilaints Ixung received from Mem¬ 
bers during that {)(*rio(I. 

(f/) and (cB Do not arise. 

(/) 84,359. 

(9) No. 

(//) On the lia-sis of such information as it has been ])ossibh‘ to obtain 
fit short notice, rather over tlir(*e times would have Ix'eu nion^ accurate. 

(i) Ye,s. 

(j) , (/c) and (/). No. 



UNSTARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 


1476 


Central Book Depot, Calcutta. 

69. Mr. S. C. Mitra ; (a) How long has the Central Book Depot, 
Calcutta, been in existence ? 

{b) Was it opened during the time of Messrs. Letton and D’Eca ? 

('•) Wliat is tlie average sahvj)rocee(Ls at present at tha^ Book 

Dej)ot y 

(r/) Wlial is liie oldest (loverninent of India publication in stock in 
the Central Publication Branch ? 

(c) Is it a fact that from sale point of view t-alcutta was b tter than 
Dellii '! 

{}) 11* so, Ava.s this fael giv(;n dne consideration ])ef(n*e the Transfer 
was givtoi effect to ? 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : wr; About Oi years. 

I h ■ No. 

(r) Tlie averagt* for tbe last months is Rs. 2.568. 
u/i Act No. II of lSo4. 
t f ) Yes. 

« /'» Yes ; the Retail Book Shop was not transferred. 

U.sE (»i (>FKi« i: Lohkv nv Ttii: Manager. Centra]. Pt hi.k ation P>han(.'h. 

60. Mr. S. C. Mitra : (^?) What is the monthly oxj)eiiditure on 
account (»f petrol eonsumption of the lorry the Central Pnhlioation 
Era TIC 1 1 '! 

(/< ' U it a faet that the lorry iroes daily to the Cffieiatinsr Manairev’a 
hnntr;d<n\ in New I)<*lhi to l»rimr liis Inneli 

'/• ' If >o. the .ManaLT r c(»iii|*etent to tlie lorry for his pers-mal 

us<' ; 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : ia ) About Rs. 144 a month. 

ib) 1 am informed that this is not the case hut that the lorry Jias 
hi’OMght the .Manatrer’s lunch front other plaees in New Delhi wliere it 
happi'ned to he at the tiim*. 

<r) No. 

iNsof.vFxcv OF Mr. -James Rowi^wn Hopper, an Emplovee of the 
CeNTRAI. PrBLK’ATION BrANPH. 

61. Mr. S. C. Mitra ; (a\ With refenuiee t(' the issue of tlie Cazette 
of liniia. dated the 26th Sepiemher, 19:11. Part 11. page IPU, will Govern¬ 
ment pleas* staTt* wliether Air. -Inine.s RowUnnl IIopptT, adjudged insolvent, 
is still ,tn employee of the Central Pnhlieation Braneh ^ 

(b) If so. did tlie (*mj)loyee obtain previous sanetion of the Department 
C 0 Jie(*rii(*d before filing the insolvtuicy jietition ? If so, when 

(r ) What are the niles that govern ]nihlie seiwants in respect of filing 
insolvene\ petition.s '! 
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(f/) If the answer to part (b) above, be in the negative, what action 
do Governnieut propose to take in the light of part (c) above ? 

The Honourable Sir Prank Noyce : (a) Yes. 

{b) and (c). There are no rules requiring a Government servant to 
obtain the previous sanction of the Department in which he is serving 
before filing an insolvency petition, and so far as 1 am aware, no sanction 
was sought in this case. 

{(]) Does not arise. 

SOIJEME OF RlXHMJANISATION OF TUE CeNTBAL PUBLICATION DbANIU. 

G‘J. Mr. S. C. Mitra : Is it a fact that tlie (‘ontroller of Printing and 
Stationery lias sii])niitted a scheme of reorganisation of tli(‘ Central 
Puhlieatioii Ilraiieli If so, on what lines is the reorganisation ])roposed 
to be effected ! 

The Honourable Sir Prank Noyce : Tlu* answer to the first part is 
in tfie negative ; the second ])art does not arise*. 

Recruitments maoe in the Centrai< Pubmcation P>rani'ii. 

63. Mr. S. C. Mitra : (a) Is it a fact tliat some new men have been 
recruited by the Officiating Manager, Central Publication P>ranch, in the 
grade of Rs. 45—140 ! 

ih) If so, was any sanction for the ai)j)ointmentH obtained / 

(e) Wen* the vacant j)osts advertised in any newspaper ? 

(d) Did the m(‘n eni])loyed a])ply for the jol) ? If ,so, will Govern¬ 
ment plea.se state the dates of the receipt of th»ir api)lications ? 

The Honourable Sir Prank Noyce ; (a) Yes. 

(/> • Yes, in cases wliere sanction is necessary. 

ic) No. 

(d) A formal application dated the 17th July, 1933, was received from 
one candidate. Others ])re.sented themselves j)ersonally for employment. 

J\)siTioN or ^^EMroRAitv Clerks in tue CE.vTRAii Publk ation Branch. 

64. Mr. S. C. Mitra : (a) Is it a fact that a lerge number of 
tem])ornry clerks employed in Calcutta in the Central Publication Branch, 
haA'inn eonsiderahle length of service, have been drawing Rs. 35 per mensem 
on bcnig re-appointed at Delhi ? 

(b) If so, will Government please state why these temporary dorks 
were not given ])referenc(* over the new men ? 

(r) Are Government aware that about 35 extra daily-paid men, in 
addition to the ])ermanent strength, are doing clerical duties in the (Central 
Publication Branch, Delhi ? 

(rf) Have Government received any report of T)aucity of stalT in that 
office ? 
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{e) J)id Goveniinunt receive a report from the Controller of Printing 
and Stationery that with the removal of the ('eiitral ruhlieatioii l>raiich 
to DelJii the ollicje could be run with less staff and at less cost t 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : {a) N<». Tlu^ number of men 
so appf)iii1ed is four only. 

{h) lieeause they w'cre not considered suitable for the posts to wliieh 
tlie 11 '* veoiners were jipj jiiit*- in an oflSciating capacity. 

(e) Yes. 

(fl) Yes, in 1931. 

(f) No. 

Ci.EKU'AL Duties done by the Record Suppljers in the Central 
Publication Branch. 

65. Mr. S. 0. Mitra : (a) Are Government aware tiiai in the Central 
Publication Brarieli ofilice permanent Record Suppliers, possessing minimum 
qualilication for clerical appointments are deputed to carry on clerical 
duties 1 

il) Is it a fact that the claims of these are ignored at the timtj 
wlien »dia):ces of promotion to clerical grades occur ? 

ic) Is it a fact that two Record Suppliers are now' maintaininiT Ledger 
Bool'S of tin* (.'eutral Publii'ation Branch ? 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : (u), (?>) and (c). Government 
iiave no information on any of the points referred to by the Honourable 
■Meiiibei- wliich relate to matters of detail within the competence of the 
Head ol tin* l)<‘partment. It is open to any employee who consider'; tliat 
he ha*- a irrievance in the matter of i)romotion to make a representation 
to th< pioper authority in the ordinary' way. 

Polk Y or Government aow ARDs Company-managed Railway Schools. 

66. Mr. S. 0. Mitra : fa') Will the Honourable Member in charge 
of Railw'ays be plea.sed to state the policy adopted by Government 
towards the Railway schools under Company management ? 

(6) Is it a fact that the w^hole (jnestion of education of the children 
of Railway employees is under the consideration of the Railway Board 
since 1926 and that no definite policy has been laid down as yet t 

(c) Is the Honourable Member aware that in the absence of a definite 
policy on the part of Government, the Railway authorities have been 
precluded from making any building grants to the Indian Schools ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : (a) I would refer the Honourable Member to the 
memorandum placed before the Central Adviso^ Council for Railways 
on this subject on the 30th June, 1930, copies of which are available in the 
Library' of the House. 

(/)') The Honourable Member is correct in the assumption that the 
(piestiou wnis first brought up for consideration in 1926 ; since then Gov- 
erimu'ut have been in correspondence with Local Governments and came 
to preliminary decisions in 1930 after consulting the Central Advisory 
Council for Railw^ays. An officer of the Education Department was then 

L276IiAD O 
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deputed to investigate the cost of giving assistance to railway employees 
on the North Western, East Indian, Eastern Bengal and Great Indian 
Peninsula liailways towards the education of their children and to make 
recommendations for the introduction of improvements in the methods of 
administration. His report was received in 1932 and is still under the 
coBsSidcration of the Government of India. 

(c) The instructions of Government to Railways are to the effect 
that no new’ railway schools should be opened except when it is clearly 
necessary to do so, for instance where the establishment of a school would 
cost less than the parental assistance or where the educational facilities of 
the requisite standard are lacking and the Local Government or local body 
is not prepared to provide the school or schools necessary. 

Amounts contributed by the Bengal Nagpur Rar^way for the 

Construction op tub Buildings op certain Indian Schools. 

67. Mr. S. 0 . Mitra : (a'' Will Government please state the 

amounts so far contributed by the Bengal Nagpur Railway towards the 
construction of Indian, (i) II. E., (?V) Boys’ Primary and (ni) Girls* 
School buildings at Kliargpur, Adra and Chakradharpiir 1 

(&) Is it a fact that no school buildings have been provided by the 
Bengal Nagpur Raihvay for the Girls* and Boys* Primary Schools at 
Adra, though the schools w’cre started in 1926 and 1928 respectively 1 

Mr. P. R. Ran : With your permission, Sir, I propose to reply to 
questions Nos. 67 and 69 together. 

Information is being obtained from the Raihvay Administration and 
a reply w’ill be laid on the table in due course. 

Position of Teachers in Com1*any-managed Railway Schools. 

68. Mr. S. 0. Mitra : (o) Will Government please define the posi¬ 

tion, in relation to the Raihvay Board, of teachers in Railway Schools 
under Company management ? 

(&) Are they treated as regular Raihvay employees or employees 
under the local Fund as in the Bengal Nagpur Raihvay, or as teachers 
of aided schools only ? 

(c) Are they admitted to all the privileges to which a regular Rail¬ 
way employee is entitled ? 

(r/) Do the Baihvaj' Board exercise any control over these school 
teachers and regulate in any way their pay, grades, leave, promotion, 
etc. ? 

(e) Will Government please state if they ever did, or do, contem¬ 
plate placing the Railway schools under Comj)any management on the 
same footing as those under State management ? 

(/) In view of the centralised control of Railways, are Government 
prepared to consider the advisability of introducing one uniform system 
of control and the same scales of salaries for the teachers of both the 
State and Comiiany-maiiaged Railway schools ? 

i'g) Will Government please state the reason for introducing the 
percentage cut in the salaries of teachers in the Railway schools under 
Company management ? 
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(h) Will Government please state if they propose to direct the 
Kailway authorities to refund the amount of the cut in their salarid^ to 
the teachers in schools under (^ompany-mans^^ed Railway ? 

Mr. P. R. Rail : (a) The Railway Board does not intervene in the 
relations between the (Company-managed Railways and their senants. 

[h) and (r). Government have no information. 

(d) No. 

(e) It is not possible for Government to take over the management 
of schools of Company-managed Railways. 

(/) Government consider this unnecessary. 

{(j) The reason was the same as that for introducing a percentage 
cut in the salaries of railway staff in general, the financial position of 
Railways and the Government of India. 

ih) No. 

Constriction of Quarters for Tba(?iiers op Bbngau Nagpur Railway 

Schools. 

t69. Mr. B. 0. Mitra : Will Government plea.se state if teachers 

ill Railway schools an* <uititlcd to free quarters V 

(h) Will Government please state the number of school teachers 
at Khargpur, Adra and (^hakradharpur and the number of quarters 
built or made available for school teachers ? 

(c) Are Government aware that no rented houses are available at 
Khargpur and Adra, specially at the latter place ? 

(d) Are Government prepared to consider the necessity of provid¬ 
ing immediate funds for the construction of quarters for the teachers 
in the Bengal Nagpur Railway schools t 

Demotion of ( Ertain Drivers of the Great Indian Peninsula Railw'ay. 

70. Mr. 8. G. Jog : (al Will Government be pleased to state 
wlieth(*r it i.s a fact tliat the following drivers of the Great Indian Penin¬ 
sula Railway, Bombay wen* demoted from A. and B. Grades to C. 
Grades in A})ril, 19111 : 

Messrs. T. W. Kelly, II. V. Doutcr, E. O. IIarx>er, L. George, 

11. B. Kirk. H. R. Leader. J. C. Ellis, W. H. Terry, E. Turner, 
P. Riistamjeo. 11. Dinshaw. and J. Jacobs V 

If so, liave tliey been re-in.stated in their former grades in accordance 
with the recommendation of the Murphy Enquiry, riz., T*ctrenchinent was 
not warranted and the ])ersons shcmld be taken back in the same order 
as they were r(‘tronelied ? 

(h) Is it a fact that the orders contained in Railway Board letter 
No. 6SM-E. G., of the Jrd March, 1932, regarding promotion of demoted 
hands are not acted upon by the Agent, Great Indian Peninsula Railway, 
in respect of these drivers ? If so, w^hy ? 

tFor answer to this question, $ee answer to question No. 67. 

L275LAD C2 
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(c) Is it a fact that junior drivers from the multiple units at 
Bombay were traiisrerred to up-coiiiitry Divisions wli(*re they were pro¬ 
moted and the said demoted drivers’ claims remaim‘d unattended ? 
]f so, will (Tovernment ]»leas(* state wlietlier the Hail way ih)ard letter 
No. 381-L. of the 19th August, 1932, is not u])plicahle to the Agent, Oi'eat 
Indian reniusula Railway, in res])ect of these demot<‘(l drivers ? 

((/) Do Goveriimeiil })roi)ose to in<|uirt‘ into and rectify the (*rror, 
if any 1 

Mr. P. R. Rail : (lovenimenl have no information, hut I have sent 
a copy of the question to the Agent, Great Indian l^minsula Railway, 
for such aetioji as he may deem tit to take. 

Retrenchment of Anglo-Indians by the Superintendent, Ivailway 
School of Transportation, (uiandausi. 

71. Mr. S. G. Jog : Is it a fact that the Agent, Ea.st Indian Rail¬ 
way, in one of his letters. No. A.E.-2427i3, dated the 13th July, 1933, stated 
that there are at jiresent no Eurojiean or Anglo-Indian staff on the list 
of those to be retrenched ” ? If so, when was this list eomiiiled and how 
many Anglo-Indians are discharged under terms of retrenchment liy the 
present Superintendent, Railway Sehool of Transi)oi1;ation, (^handausi i 

Mr. P. R. Rau : Government have no information, but have sent a 
copy of the question to the Agent, East Indian Railway, for any action 
necessary. 

I'NirofiMs srpi'LiED TO TiiAVELTiiN(; Tu’Ket Examiners on the E.\st 

Indian Railway. 

72. Mr. S. G. Jog : G/1 Is. ii a faet that Anglo-Indian Travelling 
Tieket Examiners under the Watch and Ward Department have biicn 
jirovided with decent white uniforms as coin pared with others under the 
Tradic Dcjiartment ! Tf .so. why Will (lovernmeut please state 
whether the gaberdine grey ])urchased for the uniforms of the TraveUiug 
Ticket Examiners under the Traffic Dci)artment has by now been used 
up as stated in reply to question No. 1133 in the Ijcgislative Assembly 
on the 2nd October, 1931 T 

(h) Was any indent for gaberdine grey placed after the 2ind October, 
1931 ; if so, why ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : I have called for information and will lay a reply 
on the table in due course. 

Number of certain Indian Officers on the North Western Railway. 

73. Mr. S. 0. Mitra : (a) Will Government please state how 
many Indians are Loco. Foremen, Station Superintendents, Station Masters 
grade 6, 7. 8. Deputy Chief Controllers and Chief Controllers, etc., etc., 
on the North AVest'em Railway ? 

(h) What is the total strength of the above mentioned officials 
on tin* North Western Railway, and how many out of them have qualified 
from the Walton Training School ? 
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(r) Js there auy exception to the ruh*s that the existing incumbents, 
holding posts relerred to in j)art (a) above can continue to work as such 
wiliioul (jnahfying I'roni tli(‘ Wallon Training School V 

Mr. P. R. Rau : («) and (h). 1 would invite the attention of the 
Honourable Member to the statement contained on page 51 of tlie report 
by the Kailway Board on Indian Railways lor 19;il-32, Volume 1, which 
gives information regarding the total number of subordinates on scales 
rising to Its. 250 f)er mensem and over on the North W(‘stern Railway on 
the 1st April, 19112. There were 1,005 Indians out of a total of 1,34H. 
(lovenimcnt are not aware how many of these ha\e qualified from the 
Walton Training School. 

fr) An enquiry is being made and a further reply will he placed on 
the table of the House in due course. 

Riockonino of Seniority on the North Western Railway. 

74. Mr. S. C. Mitra : Will (lovernment please* state if the Euro])eans, 
Anglo-Indians, Chrisliaiis and Parsecs ar<‘ reckoned as seniors to their 
Indian coll(*airuos on tin* North Wcste?-ii Railway (ui account of the 
former’s high start in ]>ay. and will now givt* way to tiie latter for 
higher appointment.s ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : Hov(‘niment have no information, hut I have sent 
a copy of the questi(ni to the Agent, North Western Railway, for con- 
.dd'-ratirin. 

('oNFiiniATlONV IN Till: CiR.VDE OF ASSISTANT STATION MaSTERS ON THE 

Nohtti Western Railway. 

75. Mr. S. C. Mitra : ia') Will OovcrnnuMit kindly state b.ow many 
men ot* tlie Station Stall have betm continued in gradt* 5 of Assistant 
Station Masters on the North Western Rinlway ? 

(7/ 'I What is the total .strength of these officials of oaeli eominunity 
on the said Railway ? 

Mr. P. R, Rau : (Joverninent have no information. 

Discrimination in the Distrhu tion of Quarters on the North 

WTOSTERN R.\ ILWAY. 

76. Mr. S. C. Mitra : 0/) [s it a fact that the Agent. North Western 
Railway, under his let’b*r No. 9(>1-E.'95, dated the 2Ist September, 1932, 
addressed t(» the (Jenera! Secretary, North Western Railway Union. Lahore, 
had declared the ])olicy for di.stribution of the Railway quarters to the 
siihordiuat(* employees in the following order : 

(i) staff eligible for Free quarters or house allowance in lieu 

thereof ; 

(ii) staff not eligible for free quarters hut who. it is considered 

desirable, should live cIo.se to their work ; 

(in) staff not covered by (D and {H) above ? 

(h) If the reply to part (a) he in the affirmative, will Government 
please state whether some Railway Controllers, wdio are eligible for th« 
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privilege of free quarters, are living at Delhi in houses which are below 
their cadres, while their colleagues paying house rent have been given a 
superior class of quarters for residential purposes by the North Western 
Railway authorities ? If so, under what rules ? 

(c) Are Government prepared to order the Agent, North Western 
Railway, to abolish this sort of discriniiiiation in theory as well as in 
practice f 

Mr. P. R. Rau : The required information is being obtained from 
the Railway Administration, and will be laid on the table in due course. 

Passeo for Dependents of Employees of hid North Western Railway. 

77. Mr. S. 0. Mitra : (a) Is it a fact that free passes to dependent 
relatives of the employees on the North Western Railway under rule 25 
of Pass Riih^ Piook of 1928 are admissible to an employee’s widow mother, 
sisters and siep-sis1 ers, munarried or widowed, and not to tiie employee’s 
son or sons of 18 y(*ai*s and above, who may be more d(‘])endent on their 
fathers on aceoinit of the preseiu univeiva! iinemploynient and trade 
depression ? 

(/>' Are (lOA'enmient i)repared io st‘e that these* pass rules are 
modified so that the son or sons of tin* employee's are matle eligible for frtje 
passes ujdo the age* e)f 25 years ? 

Mr. P, R. Rau : ({/) Ve\s. 

(b) (leivernnieut eonsidei thnt the eoncession e)f free passes and the 
eondiTions attaching thereto are already sufficiently genenuis. and do not 
see reason te) extend it further. 

rV)RMATrON OP AN INDIAN FORCE WiNG OF THE ROYAL AlR FoRCE. 

78. Mr. S. C. Mitra : (a) Is it a fact that it has been decided to 
form an Indian Air Force wing of the Ro.>al Air P^orce ? If so, wlnui was 
the decision arrived .at and what progress has been made towards it since 
then ? 

(b) lias the Phrst Squadron of Indian Air Force been formed ? ff so, 
Mhen was it foiined and how many of its peisonnel are Indians at present 
and how many an* eventually t(» be Indian.s in each of tin* various trades V 

(r' When i.s tlie Second Squadron of ilie Indian Air P’^orce lo be formed 
and what will be the strength of Indians in its subordinate comba.tant ran’Ks 
in the various trades separately ? 

I'd) Wh(*n were tin- rules, etc., for recruitment of subordinate ranks 
for Indian Air p'orec issued hy ({ov»*iMn»M*nt, and wlien is it pro])os<*d to 
issue similar lulcs, etc., for the reernitment of Warrant OfTicers for tlie 
Force ? 

Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham : (a) and Cb). The decision to form an 
Indian Air P\)rc(* was arrived at .some years airo. and aft('r the ^meessary 
legislation bad Iwen passed, the Ft»rce, which does not form a ])art or 
wing of the Royal Air P^oree, was constituted on the Sth Oetolxu*, 1932. 
The present intention is to build up one squadron consisting of three 
Flights, the first of which was formed on the lat April, 1933. 
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The following statement shows the establishment of this flight and 


the number of Indians who belong to it : 
General Duties Officers .. 


9 

Stores Offic(*r .. 


] 

Other ranks 

« 

.. 53 


Notk. —Six oflicers huvt* coinplfted their trainiiLf^ in England, two of whom were 
killed in a. recent flying accident. One was diverted to Stores duties and is serving 
in Indui of. a Stores Officer. Eight cadets are at present under training at the Royal 
Air Force (College and one has recently passed out of the College and is uuderguiug 
further training in a Royal Air Force unit in England. 

Twonty-tivo other ranks have been enrolled. Seventeen of these are 
still being trained in India and five have completed their training. 

It is i7it(*nded that the Flight should eventually eonsist entirely of 
Indians. 

(r) The question nf forming a seeond scpjadrou has not yet l>e(‘n 
considered, and niusl de])en<l on the progress made by th(‘ first. 

(>/) Rules for the n*eruitiiiei!t of subordinatf* ranks w(Te issued in 
1931. There is uo dir<‘et!y r<M*ruitme7it of Warrant OfHeers. VaeaueieS 
in Warrant ranks will Im* filled |,y the pnonotien of men from the lower 
ranks. 

^SEId:< TioN OF PrnsoNxr.L for Enrolment in the Combatant Ranks op 
THE Indian Am Force. 

79. Mr. S. C. Mitra : [a) When is the next selection of personnel 
for enrolment in the combatant ranks of Indian Air Force to be made and 
what is tbe number of applications so far received and tlie number of 
persons to be selected for each trade */ 

Are any teehnieni (pialifications or workshop training essential 
for (i) trades invoiviug apprenticeship and Hi) trades not involving 
apjjrentieivship ? If .so, what particular training or previous qualifica¬ 
tions, in addition to general education and knowledge of English, are 
necessary for each trade ? 

(c) Fan a candidate he enrolled direct for any of the trades not 
involving apprentieeship ” without first joining as an “ aircraftliand ’’ f 

((?) Is it a fact that applications for ** apprenticeships ” have to be 
madt! direct to the Royal Air Force IleadquaiTers but for “ trades 
involving apprentieeship ” have to b«* made through Recniiting Oificcrs 
or Tech ideal Recruiting Officers wliose recommendation is considereii 
noecs’sary ? Tf so, what is the reason for this distinction I 

H‘) Will novernment please state when and lunv the final selection 
of candidates for enrolment in the subordinate combatant ranks of the 
Tiulian Air Force is to be made ? 

(f) When is the reenntinent to be made for enrolment as Warrant 
Officers and will these ranks be open for promotion to the personnel in 
the subordinate combatant rank ? 

(ff) Is there any non-combatant branch also of the Indian Air Force t 
Tf so, what does it consist of t 




1484 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


[13th Sept. 1933. 


Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham : (ff) Selection of personnel for enrolment 
in the combatant ranks of the Indian Air Force will be made during the 
next few months. Over 1,000 applications have been received. It is 
pro])osed to select about 27 apprentices tor trades which involve train¬ 
ing, such as : 

Blacksmitli and Welder, 

Coppersmith and kletal Worker, 

Electrician, 

Wireless Operator Mechanic. 

Wireless Operator, 

Fitter Aero Engine, 

Metal Rigger, 

Fitter Armour. 

Armourer. 

About 13 men Avill also be required fm* trades which do not involve 
apprentiee training, such as : 

Carpenter, 

Photogra])her. 

Storelvee))er, 

Clerk. 

Aircraft hand. 

(h) Candidates tor trades involvinir apprenti(*e training should 
have receiv(‘d soim preliminary technieal cdmoition at a teehnieal school 
or college, combined with some practieal workshop training. It will be 
neeessary for tliem to have snfifieien.t knowledge English to enable 
them to iniderstarid iiistnndion imparled in tliat laiiguairt*. No 
preliminary 1e<dinieal or jit«‘rary edneation will b(‘ ]‘e(j\iired in the (‘ase 
of candidalf'S for trades not invol'.ing apprentiee* traitiing. 

(c) Xo. 

{(1) Applieatiojis for onrolnient as aj)prentices have* to be made to 
Royal Air Force fleadquarters. A list of technical schools and colleges 
whicli arc considered likely to |»rovidc individuals with the necessary 
qualifications has been pref>ared and candidal(*s from those scliools and 
Colleges have to apfdy through their Prijicipals who have been fur¬ 
nished with Full particulars rcganling the cnrf>lment of airmen in the 
Indian Air Force. Candidates for enrolment in trades not involving 
apprentice training should apply to the nearest Recruiting Officer. 
This is in order that they may he medically examined, nitervicwed per¬ 
sonally, and reported upon. 

(e) It is proposed that those who are recommended as suitable for 
training as apprentices bv the Principals of Technieal Colleges should 
be interviewed by a Board of Royal Air Force Officers. 

Personnel for trades not involving apprentice training will be 
ielected on the recommendation of Recruiting Officers. 

(/) A reference is invited to the reply given to part (d) of cmestioB 
No. 99. 
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(//) Yes. The non-combatant branch of* the Indian Air ForcS 
consists of certain tecJinical workshop personnel and followers who 
are employed as ancillary p(‘rsonn(‘I to Jioyal Air Force units and the 
Indian Air Forc'c flight. 

DkVU’KS ADOI'TIin nv certain PEItSONS TO EVADE THE PillLD MaRRIAGE 

Restraint Act. 

80. Mr. Bhupnt Sing : ia) With reference to my question regarding 
breaches of the Sarda A<?1 by persons restoring to (/handarnagore and 
other places, answered on the 28th August, 1038, will (lovernment be 
pleased to state whetlier proper eurniiries ^^'ere made from all places 
before the answer was given ? 

(/;) If sio, was it verified whether the news published in the A writ 
Hazar Pafrika, Haldhar and Searchlight on this subject was incorrect ? 

(r) If th(‘ news b<‘ incorrect, what action do ({overnmont propose to 
take against these news])apers for giving currency to false news V 

!d) If the lU'Avs be correct, what action do Government ju’ox^ose 
to take against the departmtuifal clerks who arc responsive for 
furnishing tlies<‘ wrong answers in the Assembly ? 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : The (piestion which t])e Honour¬ 
able Member ask(‘d, by deputy, on August, 28, 1933. was whether the 
attention of (lovernniefit had been drawn to a twaetice of evading the 
Sarda Act by resort to (Miandarnagore and Indian States for a single 
da,v. ami mv re])ly was that the attention of (iovernn\ent i\ad no\ been 
flrawn to tins, 'fhe l•(q^!y was accurate. 1 did not sa,v, as the 
A-iscviaterl Prt*ss repeu’t wrongly represented im* as sa.ving. that no 
marriages harl been ^lert'orumd in Fliamlarnagore aiul Indian Statr*s by 
British Indian subjei-ts to e'^nh* the .\et. and had the Iloiuuirablo 
M(‘inhe]* l)een in his place in asli his fpiesiinu In* could ha\<* b<‘en under 
ii(» misapprehension as to my i’epl,\. If the Tlonoiirahie Member wislies in 
future drav attention to oariie^dar newspapei* reports and enquire 
wlu’tlier they are aeeiirate, I would >ugg»'st tiuit he shouhl sj>eeify these 
reports ami in a<M‘ordauce with the pi’oeedtn-e recentiy laid down by the 
Honourable the President forward copies <»F them to my Hopartment. 


THR IXDIAX TX(^(>MFvTAX :AMF.XDMENT) BILL. 

Presentation of the Report or the Fommittet: on PirnTiONs. 

Mr. Abdul Matin Chaudhury rMr. Depniy Presidents : Sir. T present 
tin* Keport of the (’oniinittee on Petitions on eertain ]>etitions relating to 
the Bill further to amend the Indian Tneome-tax Aet, 1922. 

TITF RESERVE BANK OF INDIA BTT.L. 

Mr. President (The ITononrable Sir Shanmukham (^hettyl : The 
House will now resume consideration of the Reserve Bank Bill. 

Sir Leslie Hudson (Bombay : European') : Not only from the 
speeches which we have heard during this Session hut throughout the long 
discussions in 1927 and 1!>28, there has Ihhui overwhelming aiyiiinent in 
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favour of the establishment of a Reserve l^ank. The oppasition which has 
been voiced hitherto lia.s been on the narrower Lssne of procedin*e in regard 
to three or four essentials. I would not wish to wear>^ the House with 
reiteration of the j)oints already made during the j)resent debatle except 
that it is necessary for me briefly to state tlie \'iews of Euroi^ean com- 
merdal oj)inion in tliis country. First, as to the necessity of a Reserve 
Bank. It has already been stated that the Government liave, ever since 
British Government has been oi*ganised in India, carried out the 
necessary functions in regard to the control of currency, (*iii ploy merit of 
funds, revenue and so on from Central, Provincial, Riiilway and cognate 
sources, loans and the seiwic^c of those loans and a host of other financial 
responsibilities which arc in reality the duty and rc.spoiisiljility of a 
Reserve Hank. Such a bank would have a permanent and expert staff, 
instead of the ])osition at present of a ilepartment of Government of 
Avliich tlie personnel, however com])et<‘nt, may Ik* transitional and which 
cannot have the oppf>rtiniitv of elost* eotiUiet willi the money and other 
markets of the country. !f lias been asketl why Hie lmp'‘rial Hank 
could not he ext’ciidcd in its s<«()|m‘ in order to taki* on the fmieti<»ns 
with whieh if is proposed lo invest file Reservt* Ihink. I give tlie lloose 
one reason which is simjdc and will ]>c appreciated by all McuiImts, 
namely, that the Imperial Hank is itself a c()mp<*tiior for hiisiness. such 
as re-disc’ountiug, whi('h it is intended that the Reserve Hank should 
undertake and the Imperial Hank therefore would not command the 
contub'nee as a Banker's hank which an entin‘ly inde]>endent R^^stn-ve 
Hank would do. I spoke of three or four ]v>ints on whieii there is still 
a difference of opinioji. 'Phe first is whether it should he a State or a 
Sharehohiers' Bank. This has been argued by almost every s|>eak«‘r so 
far and it has been discussed ad mnisraai for the last five or si\ years. 
The rei)ort of the London GonunitUce goes against a State Hank and I 
am ]>repared to iigree with tliat view. At the same time T <'onsider that 
the suggestion wliich has been made that a proviso should he inserted 
ill the Hill enabling tht' State to buy out the proprietors at tlie expiry 
of a stated ])eriod at a stated price might reasonably be very closely con¬ 
sidered. This of course would entail a revision of the ]iresent arrange¬ 
ments for the ap]>oiiitment of the directorate, a revision which .v^liould 
first and foremost recognise the s/f/f qua non that the Hank must be 
entirely removed fnmi politi»‘:d inlcrferenee ar.d influence. At the 
International Financial C'onfcrence hebl at Geneva and Hriisscls in 1920 
and 1 fl22, it ^^'as ree<(mniei‘ti(*d that Hanks ami espr‘ciall\’ Hank*' ol Issue 
should be free from political pressure and should be (‘ondueled sobdy on 
the lines r»f prudent finanei*. 

Th(‘ next imfiortant point whieli has been referred to by most 
sf#eakt‘rs is the Ratio. Hm-e i am In very eonsiderai>le agreement with 
both my e(»lleagnes from Homhay who spoke yesterday and who p<»in1ed 
out th(* impossibility, witluHit risking inevitable chaos, of (‘ven CDn.sidiu’ihg 
the opei'ation of the ])res<*nt ratio until the pi'esent iine(*rtain conditions 
of the world's currencies and monetary jiroblems are clarified and 
stabilis'd. Secondly, tied to sterling, the rupee, on its presKUit basis, has 
the nudouhted benefit of the wide sterling field and the s!ability of 
sterling backed as it is by the triumphantly re-established credit oP 11 is 
Majesty's Oocernmeut. hi addition I would refer to the Resolution 
of Empire delegates to the recent Economic Conference regarding cur- 
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rency stability within the Kmpire. Whatever laay be the arguments in 
favour of altering the ratio, to do so at the present time, when what 
was befon* the war a strojig and steady stream of exchange throughout 
the world is now a whirlpool of conflicting elements, and where a false 
step might easily mean linaneial destruction, would merely be to court 
disaster. Let the ratio wait until the current of that stream is clear, 
stable and smooth again and then weigh up the pros and cons and trust 
your Keserve Hank to give that advice to the Government which will 
enable it to fix the ratio at a point which will he for the benefit of Ihe 
trade and commerce of India and for the benefit of the people of India. 
The main reipiirenicni of the present, and, indeed, of any time U a 
stable exehange and, wilJi your j^ermission, Sir, 1 would reaii an extract 
i'roiii the lext of tlie joint slateiiunl tin monetarry policy' issued by the 
Delegation.'^ fianu I he le ading eoiiiitric.s of th(‘ Hritish Empire to the 
Woil.l ( Muferenee. The staie?neiit v/a.s signed by Mr. Neville rhambor- 
iain. Mr. K. 15. i^(*»ineil ol (‘ai'.ada, Mr. S. M. Hrucc of Australia, 
3.1r. <1. \V. Forhfs »)!' .\e\v Ze^iiand, Geiieral -1. Sinnt.‘< of S(nith Africa 
and Sir Henry Strakosch on belialf of India. The statement runs thus : 

“ uielfT.siginwl <k‘l«*gati(»us imov re .‘iniriii tln'ir view that the ultimate aim of 

iinuuM.’ON fiolivy .mIuuiUI he the rvstoration of a Katisfavtoiy international htandard 

iimier V iiieh inteniat ioiia I (o ojKM'ation would Ik- st-einvd and maintained with ,i \ iow 
to aMtidiny, .\(» far as may be fouml praetiealde, undue Ilm-tiiations in tlie ]»UTvhasiug 
powei- id' ;>'dd. The proldeni with whieh the world is fared is to roeoiieile tin stability 
of exeiianne rates with a reas<inabh' measure <d‘ stability, not merely in the jiiiri* level 
of a particular couiilry, but in world prices. Kffective action in this matter must 
largid;. lejiend on international cooperation, and in any further sessions of the World 
f>oiiomic and Momdary (’onfereuce this subject must have special promineinn*. 

Ill tile meantime the undersi^oied delegations recognise the importance of stability 
of excliMiye rates betui'eii the countries of the Kinjdire in the interests of trade. This 
object iv( will be constantly kept in mind in determininp; their monetary pc licy, and 
its achievenuMit will be aided by the pursuit of a common policy of raising; jirice levels. 
Inter Iinp4-rial sUibility of exchange rates is facilitated by the fact that the I’nited 
Kiujircjoiii (irovi'riiment has no commitments to other countries as rt*pfards the future 
uiaiia^emeiit of sterling and retains complete freedom of action in this respect. The 
adherence of other countries to a policy on similar line’s would make possible the attain¬ 
ment and inainteiiaiice of excliauge staliility over a still wider area.*' 

Thi! (piostioii of the Directorate has been raised on several oecasions. 

1 am inclined to agree v/it!i Mr. Mody ihat the Directorate should in¬ 
clude representatives of tlie leading eommereial bodies as bebig the 
best method of ensuring the prt*.si*uce on the Hoard of Directors of the 
highest eommereial aihl fiuaneial (jualilieations. Sir. there were several 
other point.s made by olJur .speaktr.s ainl 1 think mo.st of them, in fact, 
alJ of them can lie de.dl w'itii ii. the S( h*ei Committee. There are just 
one or two points which 1 woulii like to loueh upon before 1 sit dow'ii. 

The <|ne.s1ion of tlie location of the Head Ofliee of the Reserve Hank, 
it is laid ilown under clause (’» that the ile;ui Office shall be in Honibay 
and that the meetings (d* the Hoard should be convened at least six 
times in the year, of whieh two meetings should b«» held in Calentta. 

It is the opinion of .some of this Group that the Head OflVv should i>er- 
ambulate in the same way as the lni])erial Hank does. That is to say, 
tin* Head OfTiee slionid be for rive mouths in Hombay, .six months in 
Calcuitfi. a fortnight in Madras and a fortnight in Delhi. That, again, 
is a matter which can be adequately considered in the Select Oom- 
mittae. 
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Then, 1 would briefly rot'*r i(» ilie elfnise iu which the Bill exempts 
Directors of Co-o]>erfilive Banks from the restriction that Directors 
and employees of other Baiiks siiall not he Directors of the lit^serve 
Bank. I do not yet see why this differentiation should be made. The 
abilities can he no greater in t\ (*o-opera1ed Bank Director and the 
disabilities an' precisely the same so lar as 1 can sec. 

Finally, Sir, I would pay tribute to the financial genius of the 
in event Finance Member and also to hi.v ])redccessor. Sir Basil Blackett, 
botli of whom have laboured and, let um hope, not in vain to evolve a measure 
which, in spite of differences over details, commands the approval of 
everybody whose opinion is worthwhile in India. Also to His Majesty’s 
Government who have given their approval to this Bill in spite of, so 
it is whispered, what was very strong opposition from the City of 
London. Now, 8ir, I wo\ild emphasise once more that time is the 
essence of the contract and 1 would ask this House to get on with the 
business and let the Bill go to the Select Committee, (’ireulatioo can 
do no further good. Tin* Ijondori (’onimittee liave reported favourably 
on the Bill and the Bill has been bef(»re the public of this eountry ever 
since the Currency Commission of 1926, and Sir Basil Blackett’s Bill 
of 1928. It is part of the constitutional scheme for India’s self- 
government—one of the pre-requisites for responsible gnvernmeiit—and 
it is designed to place in India's hands India's financial control. 

Mr, K. P. Thampan (West Coast and Xilgiris : Non-Muhammadan 
KuraF. : Mr. President, 1 welcome tin* ])roposal for a Reservt* Bark as 
a measxire for the better management and enntrol of eredit and enr- 
reney ami for the economic welfare of this eountry. But if tin* objee- 
tive of the (iov(*rnriient is to make this a measure for the further 
exploitation of this eountry by Great Britain, then I will tint be a ]»iirty 
to it. Sir, to be frank, J must say that there is a suspicion in th(‘ country 
that tin- nOjeet of the Government, in introducing tliis lueasni-i-, is to 
forge another link in the eliain by wldeh (Jrc‘at l^rilain might bind thi^ 
eounti’y an<l make it under subjection bn* all times to (omi. At The 
tune when fiirllier politfeal r••lonrls are proposed to le* given to this 
country, the fact that the Finance Minister d(»es not at fill come into 
the picture of a Reserve Bank makes ns believe that perhaps there may 
be an element of truth iu tlmt suspieion. What I would suggest, there¬ 
fore, is that instead of the Governor General in Council now. and llu* 
Governor General at his discretion afterwards, the Finance ATemher 
now and the Finance Ministei*, when the r(*forms are introduced, must 
be made the authority tr» reeomm(‘nd to the Gov(*rnor General all the 
a]»V)ointments made under this Bill. Then only the o])inion of the 
people affected can control and prevail in the policy of the Reserve Bank. 
The Bill lias to undergo rarlical alterations and, therefore, I must say 
that my support to this Bill will depend u])on the shape that this Bill 
Mull take when it emerges from the Select Committee. But, in the 
meantime, it will ho only proper if I venture to make certain suggestions 
wiih regard to the seymal issues involved in the Bill. I will confine 
myself for the present to the main issues alone and leave the details 
to be discn.ssed at a later stage. 

The question as to whether it should be a Shareholders’ Bank or 
a State Bank has been discussed in detail and T do not propose to 
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fulvcri to it. But I will only ^ay that Ihe Joint Committee of 3927, 
composing as it did of several liiianeial (ixperls and patriots of this 
eounliy, Jiien like Sir l*ursh<»taiiitl.i.s Tliakurcias, Pandit Madan Mohan 
Malaviya, Lala L<aj]>al Uai, Mr. Birla, Mr. Jamanadas Mehta and 
last, hut not l(‘a.st in imi)ortance, your good self, all these experts examined 
the (purslion in detail and came to the deliberate conclusion that it should 
be a State Banlv ; but it has been summarily brushed aside and 
a Shareholders’ Bank is substituted in its i)lace. The (Government in 
1927 aec|uiesced in a State Bank, and the Banking Enquiry Committee 
pui forward their proposaLs on that basis. Jf they thought that the 
il(iserve Bank which was to be constituted ought to be a Shareholders' 
Baiik, they would have considered that aspect of the question and dealt 
with it in their Rei)ort. Therefore, it is iij) to the members of the 
Committee that met in London to satisfy us under what altered condi¬ 
tions and new circumstances they approved of a Shareholders’ Bank 
di i)laee of a State Bank, and, unless those facts are forthcoming, wo 
are not prepared to accept their proj^osal. The country stands by 
the decision of the Joint Committee of 1927. Another difficulty is that 
we have been supi»lied only with a copy of the report of the Com¬ 
mittee ; their discussions have been withheld. We are at a lo.ss to know 
wliot grounds might have actuated them to come to a conclusion of that 
kind. There an* diverse conflicting interests in this country which I 
ne(‘d not ret7*r to now and, under such eirciimstanees my own opinion 
is that a State Bank would be more suitable to the country. I v:ould, 
th( ref»>r(*. rtMjuest tin' House that in sending this Bill to tin* Select Com- 
Jiiillee, it must be insisted upon that the wdiole question may be kept an 
open one for the Sele<*t < •ommittee to decdde. In this connection I wish 
to say that 1 had an informal talk with the Honourable Sir George 
S»*lius|(*r oil tliis sul>,ieet and be only said that In* miirbt be triistcii to 
give a generous consideration, but wou]<l not eiunmit himself ju>t at 
tliat stage. 1 wish to r<*])eat mice again that the «nj(‘stion whether it 
should h(* a State Bank or a Sharehohicrs' Baid^ should l>e entirely left 
open for th‘* S(*leet Conimittoe to decide. The Honourable the Finance 
Member, in bis opening s]»eeeb. said that in moving this motion he was 
only following what his predecessor in 1927 did, namely, that it is to a 
Joint Select Committei* of both Houses that this Bill was going lo be 
refeiTt'd to. What I say is that he should follow the example of 1927 
in its entirety and lea^e it to the Joint (’ommittee as before to decide 
whether it should bo a State Bank or a Shareholders’ Bank. If, how¬ 
ever, it is decided to have a Shareholders’ Bank, every endeavour should 
be made to guarantee that the Bank is not controlled by interested 
groups, particularly by the mercantile community of Great Britain who 
have come dowui to do business here. It was said that a Reserve Bank 
of this kind should be free from political and other influences. T am 
not as mucli afraid, of the Indian political influence as of the British 
political and mercantile influences against which there is no proy)er safe¬ 
guard. 

Sir, T would, while on this point, venture to make, if T may, a few 
suggestions to ensure freedom from all kinds of influences. It is proposed 
Ibat each share of the Bank should lie of the value of Rs. 500. Tt is too 
large and slnmld lie reduced to Rs. 100 and then only the middle classes 
and iln* poor jienple can subscribe to it. If it is of a high value like Rs. 500, 
the ebances are that rich men and big merchants and registered companies 
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alone will be able to subscribe to it. If the Bank should be a popular one 
and, if the popular voice should have any controlling influence in i he affairs 
of the Bank, then the share value should be reduced to Rs. 100. 1 would 

recommend that it might be more advantageously reduced to Ks. 50. There 
is the pt:ecedent of 1928 to adopt wherein the value of the shares was only 
Rs. 100. Another tiling about which I am very particular is that only 
Indian nationals, including Englishmen and other British subjects who 
are permanently residing in this countrj^, should be allowed to subscribe, 
for it. I do not like the idea that Europeans, who come here as birds of 
passage and for the purpose of making money^ should have auj’-thing to do 
with it. 1 went through the constitution of the Reserve Banks of several 
countries and I find that in most of them it is specifically provided that 
every subscriber should be their own nationals. Why should we not follow 
their example 1 In this connection 1 might refer to the history of the 
National Bank of India. It was started in Calcutta with a rupee capital 
and, subsequently, the capital was converted into sterling. Though it i.i 
called the National Bank of India, I really do not know whether there are 
any suL.-cribers, who are Indian nationals, in it. To a Japanese or F'rench- 
man or any foreigner, who comes to India, it would appear as if the 
National Bank is a purely Indian national concern, hut it is hardly so. It 
is only a misnomer. What I mean to .sjiy is that the Reserve Bank slioiild 
not, though named the Rt^serve Bank of India, be a Baiik controlled by 
foreigners in this country. It is indeed a ver\' good thing that some 
attempt has been made to keep the Bank free from the influence of 
interested groups. The proposal of keex)ing regional registers has been 
made with this end in view ; but unle.ss it is provided that transfers from 
one register to another should be restricted and a minimum to the inhabitants 
of the locality is prescribed, the very' purpose for which it ha^ been 
provided would be nullified. A man living in Bombay might purchase a 
very* large number of shares in Madras. There is nothing to prolect the 
sliares that are assigned to a ])rovince like Madras for instance from being 
held completely by Bombay people. To avoid a contingency like that, a 
minimum should be prescribed for the inhabitants of the locality concerned. 
Without that, it will not be of any use. M.v friend, Sir Leslit* Hudson, 
said that like the Imperial Bank of India the Governors’ office should not b(‘ 
permanently located in Bombay, hut shifted in certain months to ('aleutta, 
Madras and other places in rotation. That is an p.xcellcnt idea and, J think, 
even if it is not taken to Madras and Rangoon, it must be held, as is done 
by the Imperial Bank now, in certain months in (’aleiPta. The fear is 
that if it is held permanently in Bombay, the Bombay magnates ill liave 
the U])per hand over the destinies of the Bank. 

As regards the Governors, you might remember. Sir, that in the last 
Bill it was ])rovid»*d that one of them should be an Indian. There i> no 
provision like that in the present Bill. Government had agreed to that 
ind it was a surj)rise to me that they have gone back on that arrange- 
nent. 

Sir, with regard to the constitution of the (’entral Board, the appoint- 
Qcnt of four Directors to ho nominated by the Governor General should be, 
s I said a little while ago, on the recommendation of the Einanee Member 
t present and after the Constitution Act comes into being by the Finance 
linister. I am very anxious that the nominations to the Board should 
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not be like the nominations that are now being made to the Imperial Bank. 
Reference waa made yesterday to the appointment of old men like Sir 
Dinshaw AVacha and otJier fxiople. However estimable they may be, it 
can't be deniedi that they are old. It was said that the average age of 
the Directors of the Imperial Bank was something like 72 years. If a 
High Court Judge or any other Government servant has to retire in his 
60th year, 1 do not see any reason why that principle should not be 
extended to responsible institutions like the Directorate of the Reserve 
Bank. In this connection 1 might point out that it is provided that 
people who are connected with any incorporated Bank or people who 
are connected with agriculture, commerce or any such business alone 
should be appointed em Directors. Sir, there are many eminent men in 
other fields as w-ell. There are competent journalists, distinguished 
economists and professors in universities, who can do useful work on the 
Directorate. Nobody w^oiild object to a man like Sir Stanley Keed, for 
instance, who was editor of the Times of India^ being appointed a Director. 
Thore are distinguished university profe.s.sors, men like Dr. Mathai, the 
President of the Taritt* Hoard, who would be an ornament to a Board of 
this kind. So I suggest that it should not he restricted to people who have 
had experience in hanking, agriculture and commerce alone. 

Then, Sir, tlie strength of Directors should be increased fliglitly. 
There ought to be one more to all the regions than is provided for at 
present, that is, instead of tw^o for Bombay, I should have three, similarly 
for C’alcutta also three. Tliat is, one more for everj’^ province and. in addi¬ 
tion to these, tw^o from the provincial co-operative banks. In the Bill of 
1928, it was provided that co-operative banks could elect two Directors. 
That j)rovision lias been deleted* now. It is absolutely necessary that two 
Directors at least should be recruited from the provincial co-operative banks. 
Unless the Directorate is enlarged on these lines, it w’oiild not be possible 
t(» keep the balance even among all the conflicting interests that are bound 
to crop up in its working. That is the reason for making thi.s suggestion. 
Then, as regards its election also, I would suggest that the local shareholders 
ought to elect a panel of 28 people, so that the Governor General, on the 
advice of the Minister, might select 14 from among these 28. That w^ould 
have a wholesome result and the right kind of men could be ensured. I 
would also suggest that iiieludiiig the Governor not more than four should 
be Europeans or non-Indiaiis. The fear is that otherwise, it would be an 
institution like the Imperial Bank. Instances are not w’anting where the 
Imperial Bank has gone out of its way to a.ssist European clients and 
done ileliherate liann to Indians. It i.s not my piirjiose here to eoiul*»mn the 
policy, the di.serimiiiative i>oliey, of the Imperial Bank. All the sam** it is 
better to ensure that the Res<'rve Bank is always kept above such charges 
and should look to tht» iiitt*rests of our nationals more than the interests 
of the foreign settlers in this country. The tenure of these Directors is 
coiitemjilated to be made five years. 1 went through the constitution of 
several Bank^i and, except in one or tw’o. I did not find such a long tenure 
prcA'ided in them. Three years must be am])le. In the Bank of England, 
it is only one year, but in the conditions obtaining in India, it might be 
advantageously made three years. A longer period than three years will 
be harmful. Another tiling to which I attach groat importance in connec¬ 
tion wdth the constitution is that the first board constituted by the Governor 
General under section 15 should exist only till the allotment of 
shares and the election of the -local boards are over when it should be dis- 
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solvcni. The elected Hoard must begin to function immediately after 
that. The idea is that there is a tendency among our people to stick to 
their ofliees and keep out other ileserving people from entering their 
portals. Tile point will be brought home if I refer you to the instance 
of a Company Managing Director in the U. P. or some other iieigh!>onr- 
ing province who installed his wife in his place when he was appointed a 
Minister in that Province. That is a contingency that should be avoided. 

Another point of equal imj)ortance with reierence to 
oos. constitution that 1 should like to insist on is that 

every shareholder, whatever number of shares he may hold, should ha\'c only 
one vote and not more than that. Then the manipulations that are now 
prevalent in the election of Directors could be avoided. In dealing with 
this aspect, I am anxious tliat a specific provision should be made in the 
Bill to enable tlie Government to purchase the shares at a fixed price afler 
some time. That is done with regard to the railways ; and 1 do not see 

why, as long as th(‘ State guarantees and gives advantages to the Hank, 

a provision like that should not be made. When the Bank expects help 

from the State, it is only proper that tlie agreement should be reciprocal 

and mutual. If some of my suggestions are adopted, 1 venture to hope 
that the evils feared may, to a large extent, be mitigated. That is all 1 
have to say with regard to the constitution. 

Let me now deal with the other main issues that arise on this Bill 
without going into the dt^tails. I will first deal with the standard of 
currency. With regard to current ratio, you will agr(*e with me. Sir, 
that there has been Mich an outcry in the country, and it is no use sliutting 
our eyes to it, that it is being Ided wliite on account of the ratio policy 
of the (rovcriimcnt ; and 1 do not see nnIiv this opportunity should not be 
availed of to Ihrcsli out the whole question. I might also say that the 
(io\ ci iiment liaN (‘ not diveiiarg'ul th<*ir duty by this country in allowing n«> 
much gold to lea\o the sli^.-res of India. That question has been raised 
several times in this Asscjiibiy, and it will bear any amount of repelilion. 
Tlie Government should have taken steps to strengtlieii their reserve 
instead, of allowing suclt large quantities of gold to be exported. Govern¬ 
ment could have easily ])iirchased at least a large portion of it and issued 
currency notes thereagaiiist. 

Another aspect of vital importance and one of legitimate grievance is 
that in spite of the fact that in most countries the internal prices of pri¬ 
mary commodities have been increa.sed by depreciation of currency and 
other means, in this country the prices are still going down and the Govern¬ 
ment are sleeping. I refer particularly to the price of cocoannt.s, paddy 
and pepper, the principal commodities with which I am concerned as 
these are the main products of my district, the prices of which have gone 
down considerably, by more than 60 per cent, since 1931. All countries 
have taken steps to increase the internal prices after they went off the gold 
standard and the dominions also have done it. It is unfortunately in India 
alone that that is not done. It is up to the Finance Member not only tc 
explain the attitude of the Government in this matter, but also to do his 
level best to see that the internal prices are raised without any more 
delay. 

With reg.-ird to tin* unsatisfaetorj' character of the ratio, I make bold 
to ciiallenge 8ir George Schuster, the Finance Member, to deny this if lit 
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can ; between March and September, 19^31, when they were getting gold 
from the public at the lower point, that is the level at which they should 
be .s(*iliiig gold, tlie ratio ceased to function properly. The* ratio automa¬ 
tically re('(*ded from tlie parity of l.s*, 6(1. to a parity of Is. ^)hl. I ask, if 
it did not. The exchange is a matter into wliich the public at large are 
nf)t allowed to have a peej). In this connection, 1 wish to read a sentence 
from “ The Monetary Problems of India ” by Ij. C. Jain : at ])age 47, he 
says, sj)eaking about the gold value : 

** Siaco August, 15>31, the HritiMh people tlioinselvos have not been allovved to Irnow 
on wliat principles sterJiug is controliefl. The inainteiuiiice of a sterling exchange 
standard therefore iiieaiis that liniian ciirreiicv is under the arbitrary control of uiiknown 
mon in no way responsible to India, who do not even condescend to make any statement 
about tin ir intentions with regard to its future purchasing j>owcr or gold value. This 
is lud a situation with which India can be content.” 

I c.Mtniot improve upon that. The situation is very serious and 1 ^Tn- 
tUM* to >uggest to the'(Joveriinu'iit with all the empliasis I can e.miiuand 
that ail exjM'rt (’ominittee, with a j»er.soniiel that will inspire eonlldence 
to find out tlie trin* facts (»f the ratio in relation to the Resolutions [lassed 
at Oitawn on monetary matters and repeated at a <'onfiTenee of Kmpir'* 
deiegalos (if ihe \V(‘rM Keonoiuie (‘old‘uv nee \sith a \ iew To raising in1< null 
pi-iees. )«• ajipoijited immediately. Sj*-. ilu* ]lon()iiralil(‘ tlm h’iiianeo Minis- 
ti'F- ('.111 do it if only he cares. Whrii I n*ad the miniitf 'submitted by Sii' 
(oM.rge Sebuster to tie* .Monetary (‘(Uifer-meo at tlttawa, v,'biel:. 1 d.ire 
say, \<iii I'lavi* read, 1 ibought it was written by a nationalist of uationalists 
ill tlii'' eoimlr*y . Sii* tJ(‘oi*gc Sehu.stm* lia.s eaten the salt (»f Thi.s eonnlr.v 
for some t'tue, and I must say he ae(|uitt(»d himself lo.vally'. I was agree- 
ably siii'fu’ised tliat an Kiiglishmaii should hav(‘ writt(‘n that minute. It 
was all ill our favour and it is up to him to eoiitiniie that mentality under 
wliit'h lie wrote that minute so fc)ug as he is in charge of the tinamres of 
this eountry. 

As regards tin* issue of currency, I have to say a few words. U must 
be borne in mind tliat tlu‘n’ are two kiiuls of eiirrene.v notes in this eouiitiw: 
One. of iiaper, and the other, of silver. Silver contained in one rup(*e is 
wfU’lli only five annas intrinsiejilly. The |)a])er currency etmies to about 
ISO erores, and from a modest (»stimate of silver, -it was (‘stimated to he 
ab.iul 41H) erores or so. hut. 1 am told large amounts have come back To (he 
d’rf'.Msury after 1927, -it will not be very wrong to (*stiniat(' The siUer 
eiirreiicy or* rnpeivs with tin* public at 200 eroT-es. and one can easily under¬ 
stand. if fair porti(»n of it ecmies hack t(» the Treasury, what a huge loss 
(bixeinnieiit will have In face. 'Ph<*rtd'ore. Sir. due provision to eover that 
must alsn he thought of in regard to th« res(*rve to ho maintained. 

The rupee redeniptiim fund, inaugurated oii thi* reeonuueudatioii of 
the Hilton Young (’ommittee. is now tiroposed to he done awa.v with, and 
so it is all the nior»* necessary that (lovernnient should slrengtlum the gold 
I'esourees of the country. I would, tli«*refore. suggest. Sir, that -lb erores. 
whieli is eonternplated to lu* kept in gold under this Bill, is too low and 
it (uiglit to he iner(*ased to 70 erores at least. That is the minimiitri ] would 
sugg<‘st. Sir, when T read the Report of the liOmlon (%)mmilte(\ partieii- 
larly [)aragraphs 2.‘1 and 24. I was simply' amused. In paragraph 2-1. they 
say that : 

“ There is, iiuireever, a furtlier argiiiiient that gold carries ao interest, ami any 
undue j.r(.pOTtiou of gold holdings woiilJ uii.iu8tifiably reduce ilie Bank’s profits and so 
impo.sG indirectly an unneeeswiry burden on the Indian taxpayer.’" 

L275LAD ’ B . 
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I ran uiidorstand, Sir, Eiijnrlisli fiiiaiiriers. wiio al)i‘(tt*d thr of 

Ifd) ennvs worth ot‘ brcoiiiiug a party to such a statiMiKMit, hut there 

an* s(‘veral r(\sj)ec1al)J(* Indians, s(»nic (d‘ wln)ni arc Members o! ihis Jlouse, 
who are parties to such a statement. 

Mr. B Das. MU is^a Division ; A!»n Miihammridan) : !>ut what can 
you ex}»'*cl ii'om Modies and (’owasji flehaiij^irs 

Mr. K. P. ThampiUi : Moiiiv s ami lDwasjis .u*!* as much iudians as 
my I- iend. Mr. Das. and myself are. 

Mr. B. Das : Dul th<\v |.;,ve v«‘ste.i intoresis. 

Mr. K. P. Thainpan . 8ir, in Kn;rJand they liave tahei. every care to 
accumulate tlie ^old res(‘rves. <Iold in the P»ank of Eujxlaml totlay is m..re 
than iT(t millions. 1 li(‘li(*ve, .Sir, I am rijjrht in sayiic;; that it was only 
120 millions or so two .v<‘ars a^o. but siiUM* then they ha\i' iiierea.sed the 
VToid li-'Mini: by oO or (10 luillious. and in the Treasury also, ou; of the 
20 U million e.vchan^i* (‘(jualisatioii fund, a ^ood proportion must he in trohi 
alone. 'Tlie details of this an* eonlidt‘ntial ami not known to any one. 
<.>11 the whoh*. En<rland has enormous (piaiitities of frohl in sfoi*k m»w. 
That is all to theii- ‘rood. I dern't deny it. but my point is. why should not 
our (Joverniuent also ad(»}*t tin* same prinei))l(*. so far as India i^ eon- 
cerned. If keejiinp: or hoarding: a largre (juantity of ;:r()ld will otily turn- 
vent the <»wner from <rettiTi^ hitere.st, why shonld England forsake interc.st 
on all those large h(»ldiugs of gold ? What is sauce for the goose mn^t be 
.sauce for tlie gander as well. 1 am reminded of a story of a Malabar 
Karnavan. The head of tlie tharwad or a joint family, who wiebls aliso- 
lute control over the other members of the family, one morninjr foiuui a 
junior member of his family eating a cneum))t‘r. lb* said : “ .My dear 

fellow, why do you eat the cucumber, you cannot digest it. givf* it to me**, 
and so saying he took a\yay the cucumber from him and ate it hims<*lf. 
Similarly, we are told by Englishmen : “ (lold is not good foi* India, it is 
good vuily for us, come along and present it to us. you don't we.nt it, b - 
cause it is not good for you. Keep .sterling securities, it will fetch interest**, 
fLaughter.) That is a mentality. Sir, of which one ought to l»e ashamed. 

Then, Sir, another point T have to urge is that sterling securities in 
tlic rc.scrve should he tlic minimum that is absolutely nece.ssary, and they 
should he confined to sterling securities of England alone It is provid-vl 
in the Dill that .securities of all sterling countries may la* piirchasf*d by 
the Bank. May I say a word about the loans raised liy Australia and Ire¬ 
land ! Last year, Sir, Tlonourable Members will ])rohahly rem(*mber. Mr. 
Lang repudiated the loan which Australia owed to England, and freland 
also similarly repudiated the loan which was advanced to her for pur¬ 
chase of land for tlie Trisli peasants. Therefore, who knov'^ v.djat other 
sterling securities other than of Great Britain will not be r<‘pudiated in the 
futun* and wliere is the safety in them ? It is better to av(»id them. My 
poiTir is that sterling seenritios of Britain alone should be purchased by the 
lieserve Bank and of no other country. T wovdd not allow c*v(m tin* st(*r]ing 
.securities of Britain hut for the fact that we have to remit every year n»ore 
tlian 30‘minion .sterling to England by way of interest, ]>ay ntid pensions, 
and iho large dealings of IIjc commereial people in British sterling. There¬ 
fore, it should be specifically [>rovid'*d that sb*rling securities of countries 
other than that of Britain should not be handled by this Besprve liank. The 




THK RESEKVE BANK OF INDIA BILL. 


1495 


dt^uili knt*II of any form of exciiau^e stajidard in Europe was run" when, 
on till- Lllst S(*pi<*m})<*r, l.'Kil. rounlries like Jlolland, Iid"iun» an<l Swit/.or- 
iand j’oimd dun in findr "rood to earn 1.] pcrcciil. in interest t};(*y lost riooiit 
Ij.) pr/- in ili(* pidfii’ipal. Tlnu«*fore, eare sk.udfJ iie t;il:'*ii avoid sucli 

:nislala*s. 'riiat is all I have to say on that. 

Now, Sii-, uilJj your indulgence, J sijall hrirliy advert for a inonir-it to 
the '|iirsli(ni of contract willi the Inijn-rial Hank. Sufticirnil has l)M’is said 
alr«*ad>. hut I think it will Ixuir a little more re])etition. and if I ii\u lUit 
hec'ofiiin" tiresome, I should like to say this. When the last lv(;.^er\e Hank 
I'.ill was introduced in this House, the term of contract with the Imjjcrial 
Itanii wav ]joi over, tliere were still three more years to run, and it was 
f)Mly proper tliat, if, before the* (‘Xpiration of the period (»f the contract, \v<i 
had to eani-el tie* contract, sufticient <*ompensation ou"ht to ha\’e been "iven 
to theni. That situation no lonirer exists, the eontraet is now oxer, and 
tliere is neithf*r a moral nor a lepra) edaim for this speeial treatment proposed 
to !)i‘ j;iv(*n to the Imperial Hank. Already thf*y hax''* derived tr«*niendoiis 
hein fiK ami advantages on account of the* larpre* r(*serve\s wliicli (Jovern- 
nu'iii kept with them, and it is (‘iitirely on account of. and, with tlie assis- 
tane*- <*r. such hu"e sums of Government money that they ha\T been able 
to build such a substantial r(*se*rve for that Hank. Sir, I hold that the Im¬ 
perial H»ank have no claim whatever for special treatment and should be 
dealt with on the same te‘rms as the other Hanks of this country. Another 
reaseui advaneeal was that, out of the sev(‘rjil hranehes that were started by 
tin* Imperial Hank aeeordiiif; to the terms of the aprreenient, some were not 
payinpT. They said categorically that most of tliose branches would begin to 
I)ay after the year 19^50. That time is also over. We are now iu the year of 
gra(*e, lOTl, and tliere is no reason why an argument like that should weigh 
xvi*h 11 .’^ Tile Impt'rial Hank has had several restrictions imjio.sed oii it by 
Statut<* with r(‘gard to its dealings, and wh<‘u those restrictions and limita- 
tion.s are removed, as is contemplated by the Amending Bill, it will 
become a formidable rival to all indigenous Banks in this eountry, and if 
it ehooses to do so, it can crush any business. I w'ould, therefore, suggest 
tbal that Bank should lie left alone. Of course, it can be appointed as an 
agent of the lieserve iiank, provided it can compete on level terms with the 
other indigenous banks. So far as the agency is concerned, T would sug¬ 
gest that tlie Besreve Bank should invite tenders from all indigenous hanks 
that .satisfy certain criteria, and then appoint them as agents. If any par¬ 
ticular hank .satisfies the conditions that the Reserve Bank imposes for that 
work, and undertakes to transact the work on a minimum commission, then 
then* is no reason why that bank should not be appointed as the agent for 
the area it operates. The very fact that a particular bank is an agent of 
the Reserve Bank goes a long way to inspire confidence in the bank amongst 
the piihlie. Why sliould not Government give such help .Hud patronage to 
all hanks ? Then only the banking system can be fostered and will take 
deep root in the \dllages and other remote places. Tt is j)ro\uVh\l tliat all 
those hanks, mentioned in the Rcliedule, should keep xvith the Reserve Bank 
a pcr(*entage of their deposits. I do not understand w’hy it should be made 
oblii'.itory on all hanks. There arc certain hanks tliat might not want re¬ 
discounting facilities. That is the only hel]) that is proposed to be given 
to Ihesi* hanks. Suppose, for instuicc, tin* Nedungadi Bank, in my part 
of the country, does not want any kind of rediscounting facilities, what 
is th<* compensating benefit that it gets by being forced to keep a Few" lakhs 
in tlie Reserve Bank ? Tt loses interest, and how is the bank or the .share- 
Ii275LAD l>2 
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holders heiielileii But if the GoYeriiiuciil wiii ])n)vide a uu‘u'luiiriy as 
reeo!iiiiu‘ii(led in the Jiaiikin^' Enquiry Poniin it tee’s rej)()rt ior the irheek 
and serutiny of the banks eiiibraeed in the reserve system, that vill l)e an¬ 
other matter. Unless some thing of that kind is j)r(»vided Avliieh uill iiisi)ire 
cojifideiice among its sliareliolders that tlie bank is looked after j)ropei ly by 
the Reserve Bank and that it is functioning j)roi)erly, tliis obligatory de¬ 
posit v.’ould be a penalty and burden on tho.se banks. It would be a real 
hindrance to tlie working of .small banks. 1 would, therefore, niniest the 
Select Ooinmittee that due con.sideration is given before the proposal is 
ado]m*d univei’.sally for all banks. 

Let me refer to one more point ; it is with n‘gard to kee])ing the bank¬ 
ing department and the issue departineiit separate. It is said by those who 
are competent to })ronounei‘ an oj)ini('n on this that this method is <»ld. very 
inelastic anil obsolete. In this eoiiiii'clion I woulil in\ite tie- .u had ioji oi 
till* ilouse .o a jiaragraph written by the Eannnnisl of London in .i lei—nl 
issue. I?i liie eonrse of a laJ'ge artiele erilieising the proi)osaN for tin- set- 
tiiig 11}' of a iieserve Bank for India, it .^ays ; 

“ Till- l. oiiniiitTi'f, t'Vi i'. ii;es i-iilowfil ilu* ot tlir li:ink ct' I'bif'.koi'l. not 

merely by rn oiiiiii«*Muiiig ;( ' b:oik. but in ]»rt»jM»-Niii«r, simiewliat ]iril:inlir:i ll\, 

til-' separation ol' tin* Nsm* 1 )<pa rlniint from tin Uaiikin;: I irjiartnirnt. It :s tlilliruit 
to sec* that an * t i.iii;., by r<'|>rolmin^ in Imlia a I’ritish trailition of loo years 

ago \ihieh has m-ier h;;<i anything imieh to reroiiiineml it. ami is •luitc out of tomli 
with nii'flerii central banking <'oii>-titutioiis/* 

1 he Maemillan ('ominittee. whieh was ajipointed in Knirlaiid lo ** 11 - 
qiiire into the finane'* and industry of that eountry. at j'agi* 14d, para¬ 
graph o31, of tibdr Report, say : 

T.’ie oul> .solid rea.son, apart from the advaiilagrs of rontinuity auii the dislike* 
of rhanging aiieient form.s, has lieen of a difTerent character, namely, that the separa¬ 
tion of the Issue Department has provided a eoiiveiiient formula for dividing the jirofits 
of thi Bank of England between the Trea.sury and the Bank itself. This itivision might 
of course have been made in a difleieiit way and is so made in other eouutries." 

Further on, they say : 

“If, however, it is desirable to cAleulate the Treasury’s share of the profits 
in this way, it is not iieees.'ijirv to have the paraphern.'dia of tlie Issue Deiiartment for 
the purposi'. The .'aim.' formula i-oiild be used without a Hi*]>aTatiou of the depart 
nients.' 

In paragraph 335, the (’ommittee say : 

“.flie soparatioM id" tin ]>c p.'irtmeiits has not, in our opinion, led to a 

sal i.sfaetori fornmla for fixing 1 hr Rank’s ]»;iynieiit to the Treasury.” 

In paragraph 33S. they give a form of schedule, for the piildii'ation of 
the iiauk’s Statements, which would satisfy all the condilions tliey think 
suffieidit for the purpose*. I do not understand why advantage should not 
be tidon of tlie findings of the Maemillan Uommitt»*e, not only in this r.*sp<‘et 
but ;?fsn in ot.her respects, if tlieir jiroposaJs will not confliet with the enu- 
ditions of this country. 

1 find In the jiresent proposals that the bnincli of the R(*serve Bank in 
London wliieh was provided for in the last TUll is now ])rop<>s«-d to bo droii- 
ped. I suggrest that the London branch should be maintained. I may be 
told in reply that all central banks have tlieir dealings in o1b(*r countries 
OT\ly through their respective central banks, that, for instanei', the Central 
Bank of h"iaiice or the Bank of Belgium or the Netherland Bank has no 
itgency in London. But the relations between India and England stand 
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on u diffomit footing, and the position of India is iiniqu'.*. Tu- 
likr tliov(* t'ontilri(‘s we have got to niak** cnornious ivjniltaiu'.es to England 
and a nominal j)erf;ontag(; on the total amount would bo a large fabulous 
amount. Eeononiioally also it would bo hotter to keoj) a branoh there. 
But llierc is anotluu* aspect which is more important. I am afraic! that if 
the agency is entrusted to the Bank of England, the dominance of that 
Bank over the de.stinies of India will be very difficult to get over. The 
Bank of England is naturally bound to act only in the intere.sts of (lioat 
Britain and not in our interest. Recent instances have proved it. So, 
we must avoid contact of this kind with the Bank (►f England. It is said 
that the Reserve Bank will have reciprocal arrangements with the Bank 
of England. It really .sounds grand. What are those reciprocal arrange¬ 
ments ;* I do not know whetlier the Reserve Hank, as the agent of the 
Bank of England, will bo able to derive a profit of even one pie in a year. 
At any rate, there would be va.st difference between the commission that 
’ the Bank of England might get as the agent of the Reserve Bank of 
India and that got hy the Res(*r%’e B»ank of India as the agent of the 
Bank of England in this countiy. As long as India is a de])endency of 
Great Britain and until and unless Dominion Status wdth economic inde¬ 
pendence is given to this country, it is better to keep our own branch in 
London. 

Tliest iirv.. Sir. the main p<»iiits that I wished to nrg'* b<d'«‘rc tbi^ House, 
but, befo!‘c T sit down. I would like to say a word or two aiumt the doint 
Conunittee whiefi is proposed to be eonstitntt‘d. There is a specilie amend¬ 
ment on the Agenda to the effect that members who have attended ‘"he 
London Committee should be excluded. I myself had an idea of moving an 
amendnumt like that. They have had already their say in the matter and 
ther<* is Sir George Schuster in the Gommittei? to put fonvard their view- 
]>oint. After all, we are going to have only 24 members in the Committee. 
Ilalf of it will go to the ('oiiiicil of State. There will be thus only 12 from 
this House. If all the .seven people, who were on the London Committee, get 
seats th<*re, the new Mtunhers from the House will he only five and they will 
not he able to carry their point wlum tlie ipiestion f)f voting comes I 
know it is entirely in the hands of the several Partie.s. hut I must .say, 
T am V(‘ry anxiims that lho.se peojde who went to London should he excluded. 

Mr. B. D:\s ; K\(<-pi Sir G'-m-g,- Schuster. 

Mr. K, P. Thampan • of course he ha.s to he there. WijliMut the 
Priin-e (»f Denmark, there eaii be no ]»lay of Hamlet. Sir, let m«» warn the 
members of the S»*leet Committ<*e that the country is looking forward 
eagerly as to Intw they acapiit theni.selves in this crucial matter. It is. T 
need hardly say. a matter of vital importance to the eetmomie welfare of 
this country, a mattei’ of life and d«ath to every one of us. On the n'sults 
of their deliberations and eonelnsions will depend the iirosnerily and 
welfare of the IloO millions of this land. 

Mr. R. S. Sarma ('.Vominaled \/)n-Onieia)'^ : Sir, fools rush in where 
angels fear to tread. (Ironical Cheers.') In spitr of the ironical cheers, 
r am not immodest cnongli imt to appreciate that T find myself in that 
position today, but rnv fra'iifls u ill soon hear the reason why I have been 
enibo]<Iem*d to infers mm' in (Li^^ dc]»atr .md t(' put before' this TTonse one 
or two points of* vi<*w. It is (lit- boi<Irie.<s thi.’t T hav(* acquired fnun a 
remeinbranee of the tragic <lifferc?ie<' between the conditions when the 
stage was set for a discussion of this character in 1927 and wliat they 
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^dnv, tin* liitlrri'iii'c bclwrcji tliu financial brains 

/took part in those tiavr^ in lliis disetissioji and those who have been 
laiiing i>art in it lor the last two da vs, lietween the lively charaeter and 
the exeiteinent that debate generated and the dull and uiiiiispiring manner 
in wiiieh the diseussion has neen going on ajid tiie lack ol intej-est displayed 
in this debate as evidenced by the thinness ol' the non-ofiicial Benches 
during the debati* on a (piesiicui which ^Mr. Thainpan just now character¬ 
ised as a matter oi' hie ami death to iJie nation. 

•Sir, Iroiii tJie trend ol' the deljates that Jias been going on lor the last 
two days, it is obvious that there is some sort of unaniinily of agreement 
and concurrence on the main outlines of this Bill which Sir (ieorge 
Schuster introduced in this House. Ol course. Sir, tliere have been 
differences of ojunion regarding the details of this liill. It is noteworthy, 
Mr. President, that the Jhirliainentary I’apcr shows iuuple «*vidence of a 
great amount of unanimity at the Loudon Confenuice. which, I \vant this 
Jhnise to remember, (*ousisted of a liimneial ]mndit. a man who is aeelaim- 
ed as the fittest man to be llio first financial Minister under tin* Swaraj 
Government, Sir Pursholamdas 'rhakurdas, the Lhairinan of tin* Board 
of Direetors (d* tin* ]u-emier Indian Bank, of whieh India is j^roud, thj* 
Central Bank of India, Sir l*iiir<»ze Setliiia, the Lditor of the best 
Nationalist and the most Svrarajisi fndian paper in this (*ountry. 
Mr. A. Kangaswami Iy«‘ngar. 1 want the House tr» rememher that these 
gentknien atteinled the (V)iiference and signed the report. 

Sir, the main attack oji this Bill has been from the point of view 
that it is a Shareholders’ Bank. When we buy Ford motor cars, we all 
know that tin* spare parts \\e get are all ef statnlard speeific^ations. 
Therefore, when we are going to 4*s’al>li.sli a Kest‘rve Bank, W(* have got. 
SO to say. standard specilieations aviilabh and. from that point of view. 
I will put a few (jucstioris to tho.se erities who have been against tlie 
share}iold(*rs’ scheme* durjiiL*' tin* last two flays. Is it or is it not a fact 
that the Bank of England is a Sh<ireholdei> ’ Bank : What about the 
F’ederal Bank of the I’nited Siat»*s ? What about the Bank of France, 
the Bank of Netherlands / *Some of my friends may say that there are 
other hanks which are State Banks. T<» them I would .say that these 
countj-ies are already cont« inf)latiiig the <*hange from a State Bank to a 
Shareholders’ Bank. This i.s the condition prevailing all over the 
world and I do not understami why India alone should launch on a new 
and novel experiment of a Slate Bank. With regard to the abuses that 
havr* lieeii pointed out about the Shareholders’ Bank, has not this Bill 
provided against such abuses by irivjans of provisions intended to check 
such abuses and prevent a caucus from getting control of this institution ? 
Is it not also significant that people like Sir Piir.shotamdas Thakurdas 
and Mr. A. Bangaswami Iyengar, who were in favour of a State Bank 
in 1927, are now warm supporters of a shareholders’ concern ? Is it 
not also significant that Uu* people who initiated the agitation in 1927 
for a State Bank should also be warm sut^porters of a Shareholders’ Bank ? 
When that is so, why should we not send this Bill to the Select (knn- 
mittee and get whatever improvements we want from the popular point 
of view ? In this connection, a most frniiful suggestion has been given 
to the Members of this Tloiise vdio have had the benefit of listening to a 
very brilliant and illuminating addres.s by the Editor of Finance given 
two days ago. Government should introduce a provision taking power 
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to purchase the shares at a price specified from now, if it is found at the 
end of 10 or 15 years that then* abuses in a Shareholders’ Bank. 
That ou^ht to dispel all fears. 

Mr. B. Das : Did yon nnd<*rstan<J tlial spe(‘eli of the Editor of 
h'ir,onv( ' lie was Tor a State Bank. 

Mr. R. S. Sarnia : 1 am nol dc alinf; with ll.e other i>ortions of his 
speech except tlie one where he dealt on this point. We have <*onie to a 
sta^e when we have jjot to realise that Government w’ant a Shareholders’ 
Bank and nothinis f^oirifjr to change that. When we are faced with 
that necessary evil, what is the best eomj)roitiise between Government 
and the f)opular side ? If, in the next 10 or 15 years, it is found that 
the Shareholders’ Bajik lends itself to abuses. Governm»*nt ean exercise 
(heir option t(> buy up the shares and eonvert it into a State Bank, but, if 
on the other hand, it is lU'oinir to h(' a frood concern and if it poes to he a 
eonfid<‘nee inspirin;r iiistilutjon, thon tin* (irovoriiTn<*n1 may not exereise 
that option. 'Pile <Joveriinn‘)it ean easily pri'vidc* a elause like that and 
it will he in Kei'tnnjr with tli<* ju-ovisions eooli.ined in siinilar ajrreeinents. 
It is 11(0 a novid pr x-ediiri* at all. <lar.se lil<<‘ that is ins(u*ted in all 
tin* a^re(*nient.s lM*fuet*ii Gov^TiinK nt and the railway. 1 ]>lae^" this sug- 
irestion, Sij*. hef(»ro tin* K’iiianee .M‘‘!aht‘r foi* his aee'*f»tane(‘. 

Sir. there is anoth*!’ tiling** u \shi<*h 1 should like to rt^fer. It is the 
criticism that has h(*<*n h*v< iled ap-aiiist (lie I'lipcria! Hank. My fnh^nd. 
Sir Kemuoh MacDonahl, who had been a sih-t't spectator, niu^l have 
hei*n tremendously amused at the criticisms and the lH‘aps of abuses 
that were sliow(*red on him \viu*n "Mr. Vidya Sairar Ihindya and Dr. Zia- 
nddiii Ahni.ad eritieis(*d his policy. Dr. Ziaiiddin Ahmad made a very 
ri(*vel eomplidnt atrainst the Imp«M’ial Itank of India v.hen h * said tliat 
it did not {jive money on hurl .s(curilies and Imildinjrs and tinners of that 
kind. P’rom tlie mere poitit of \ i**w ot tin* (piestion of haukinir. T do not 
think anything mor(* absurd was ev(‘r put forward. 

Mr. B. Das : Do you borrow mon'*y from tlu* Imjierial Hank ? 

Mr. R. S. Sarma : 1 hav«* never done that. I have ahvay-s had an 
lamest iivinir. I have never indentcMl on any Party, on any K’aia, on any 
Maharaja (*r on any other pi'rson tor m\ Irijis .‘itlier to En'rland or to 
Sinda or for doin^ my piihlie business, like my friend. !Mr. Das. 

Mr. B. Das : Do you asjiir * to la* a G«»\einor of the Imperial Hank ? 

Mr. R. S. Sarma : Vo, Sir ; T hav<* no sueh ambition at all. To go 
hack to my ])oint. Do we find in Eie^land hanks advancing money on 
land securities ? ]f my friend. Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad, wants money on 
land se(Minti<*s, he must hrini; a motion in this House for a land mortgage 
hank and he will find great support for his ]>roposition in this House. 

Secondly, with regard to the Directorate. Dot^s my friend realise 
that even now, I think. I am safe in .saying, 50 per cent, of the Directorates 
of the Local Boards are Indians and even today two out of the thrive 
boards liave got Indians as their ('hairmeii ? Does he realise that the 
last annual meeding of the Imperial I^ank of India was ])rosidod over by 
an eminent hnsines.sman, Bai Bahadur Hadridas Goeiika ? With regard 
to the question of the Indiani'^aiion. so far as T n^miunher, T think 
Mr. Bunhury. presiding <)V(*r the linpi^rial Bank annual meeting year 
before last, made it plain that they are resolved not to have any more 
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recruits from Enghind. and, for the last lour years, all appointments haye 
been made here. I have no brief f(n- tin* Imperial Bank, but as there 
are certain inis^ivinj^s about it, I tlioii^dil 1 could correct them to the 
extent to whicli 1 have knowledge of tlie a flairs of that Bank. From that 
I should not bo understood to mean that the afijreeinent which the 
Imperial Bank should have with the Reserve Bank should be of the same 
character as it was in 1927. Things have changed enormously since 
then, and, therefore, any agreen ent that the Reserve Bank should have 
with the Imperial Bank ought to be changed in the liglit of the new 
circumstances that have now arisen. 

Sir, r have nothing more to say except a word or two on behalf of 
the party I have tlie honour to lead at the nioment. The Central Party 
always 'Stands for conciliation and a policy of Responsive Co-i»peration. 
We have never been the followers of a policy of abject servitude to 
(Tovernineiit or blind obstruction for obstruction's sake. Believing in 
that ])oliey. our Parly has d(‘ei(h‘(l nnanimously that we must h*t the 
Bill go to tin* Select (^mirnittee and t! at it is no us(‘ accepting the motion 
for cir(*uIarion. At tin* same tiiiie, Ave do ask (loveroinent and appeal 
to them that they must accept all n*aM»!ui)>h‘ amendments that may be 
brought forward by ih( po]iular jmrty. so that, when the Bill eonn*s out 
of the Select ('ommittee, it will he a proof against the machination^ and 
the manoeuvrings of vested interests. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad (Patna and Chota Nagpvir cum Orissa ; 
Muhammadan 1 : Sir, I do not propost* to go into the history of Ihis eas**. 
nor do 1 wish to discuss the character and capacity in whi(*li our repn*- 
scntati\es attendt*d the ('ommittee in Londtui. My motto has all along 
been : Bet ])ast he passed and he cautious for the futurt*. I can t)uly say 
that the majority of tin* members who went to London w(‘re invii(*d hy the 
Gov(?rnmeiit. So, Avithout wa.sting a single minute, 1 wish to say Munething 
in the shape of practical suggestions. 

in the first place, 1 Avi.sh to .say that whetlier we support or oj)pose the 
motion, it is immaltu ial ; this Bill is now going to a Joint Select (lommittee 
and tliere is no other alternative. It is also obvious that, under tlie present 
rules, there is no othei* alternati\e but to haA’c an ecpial number of MeiYd)er8 
of both tlie Houses. JMy sugge.siion to Governmeni, therefore, is that it is 
belter for them if they would try t<» get more oflieial iriendiers I’l^om the 
tV'Unei! of Stat(* wiflioul giving them the right to vote. If this siiggestir)n 
is accepted, tlien 1 think many troubles Avill he solved. It is for the Gov- 
(‘rnment luiw to coiiviiler this <pieslion. V(»n can liaA'e 14 men frojn ihe 
(ouncil of State old ol wliom seven should he e|<*eted Members and seve.n 
oflfieial ^Members, the official Members not having the right to vote. Fn 
that case, many grievances Avill di.sappear. 

Noav, I want to refer. Sir, only t(» paragratih 3 of the Report of the 
Gornmittee. There they say : 

fully the princij.l,. tin R«*s*'rv,* Hunk should he free from :inv 

politieel iidliience. ” 

Sir, this is very’^ objoctionahle. In the garb of this political iiifliietice. 
Government are taking aAvay many things from the hands of a popular 
eontrol. In the garb of this political influence, thev Avant to liave a 
Statutory Raihvay Board and, in the garb of this political inflm*nce, they 
want to have this Bank as a Shareliolders’ Bank. Had not the I^).stal 
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Depart men 1, been a lonsin^? eojieerii they would liave a Postal Board as 
well, to keep it. avvay from ])olitieal influence. What 1 mean to say is that 
llie ith*a of the Shan'Iioldei's' Hank is in itself not out of jx^litieal influence. 
The Committr^e themselves have said that iliey fully accept the principle 
tliat the ICeserve Hank should he free from any ])olitical influence. For 
the acceptance of any scheme, there must be .some su^{?estions. Without 
su"«restiori, there can be no acceptance ; and where have those sut'^estions 
come from ? The ref)ly i.s obvious, from the i>olitical influences in 
England. If you will se<‘ the Hill, you will find tliat the (iovemor (leneral 
has been i^iven .so many powers, that this Bill cannot lx* said to bo out of 
political influences. 

Now, ! come to the (juestion whether the Reserve Bank should be a 
Shareholders’ Hank or a St^ate Hank. I liave studied thi.s Hill very care- 
fully and I etnild not decide whether tliis is a Statt* Bank or a Sliareliolders’ 
Bank. As the (lovernor (Jeneral has been jriven si> much power of control, 
i think it is true say that it is not a Shart'holders’ Bank at all. At the 
same time. I do find that the shareholders have also lK'(*n jriven some rijjlit 
and, in that ease, it liecoiiies a Sliareholdei's' Bank. So. it is luiiher a 
Shareholders’ l‘*.ud< nor a Slate l»ank. The Governor (duieral will receive 
instructions from tin* White Hall throufrli tlu ('y])h(*r Bureau of the Poli¬ 
tical Department and will control the (’urreucy of India. (Ap]>laus(‘.) 
It will he triK* if I say tliat tliis is a Bill for havintr a Governor General’s 
Hank. 

If you look to tin* Direetorate, you will .see that the shandiolders wiR 
have no hand in this Hank at all. I will n‘f<*r only to this much at this 
stajre, namely, that there will be ei^rlit Direetors eleeted on behalf of the 
shareholders and four Direetors iiominat^xl by the Governor General in 
('ouiK'il and one (loverium 'nIio will also have tf.e rijrht to vote. So tliere 
will he five votes, one for tlie Governor who will he nominated by the 
Governor General and four votes for the Directors who will be nominees 
of the Governor as against cijjrbt votes for shareholders. So the proportion 
will be 8 : T). Now, sub-clause of clau.se 8 says : 

“ The DimMors ii<i!niii;ite<l uiuler clause (h) ami clause {d) of sub-seetioii (1) 
hli.'ill hoM eOicc (luring the pleasure (»1' the Guveriiur General in Cuuueil. ” 

What will happen is that all these four nominated Directors will always be 
pre.sent ,just as we find in this House the nominated officials bciti" present 
always. If any one is ill or proes out on business, tlien the Government 
tak(* bis resignation and nominate am>tber man. What will happen in the 
case of eleet<*d Directors ? If anyone of the eleebal Direetors falls ill or 
goes out on husim'ss or is sent out to soim* (\)nfert*nce. either here or in 
liomlon, what will liap|x‘n ? There will be one vote less on the elected side. 
After all, these eleeted Direetors are all human beings aiul ibev mav fall 
ill. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster (Finance Member) : May I 
point out to tin* Honourable ^leinber that if an eleeted Director is absent, 
there is a special iirovision in the Bill that a substitute will be appointed 
by the local P>oard. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : Gertainly it is true. But tliere is one 
tronbh?. Tin* local Board must have sufficient time to elect a substitute. 
Supposing an elected Director falls ill and sufficient notice is not gi\’ten to 
tiie local Board to elect a man before a meeting of the Directors takes place, 
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tlien tho oloetod side ^vill have oiie^ vote less. P>u1. there is no such diffi- 
cnlly for tlie (lovernment. Their mmd)er will always remain Die same. 
AnoDier point is Dial many of Diese seats on Die .Direetorah* will ‘ro to 
Europeans and most ])rohably Diey will sii])port the other four {)in*etors 
nominated by Ooverninent. Further, the Government will iiave the 
castinjr vote. So. Sir, the Government will always command a majority 
on the Directorate. I will leaA’e this point for a minute. 

T will read out what the report says : 

' ^ The bt’st device which the praeticri] (‘xperiofice of otlier countries has evolved 
for achieving- this object is that the capital of the Bank should be held by priv'ite 
shareholders, and we recoinniend thal this i>laii should be adoi)t.ed in Ihc case of 
India.” 

First of all T want to say that other eouiitries also are losiiijr faitb in the 
Shareholders’ Banks. Greece and Bul<raria an* thinkin«r now to have Ktate 
Banks. Further, in this eonneetion. 1 want t(» say that the eoodition ni 
India is ipiiti^ different from that of oDier (‘ountries. Tn India, apart from 
Indians, lliere are Europeans ami ilomieibnl Europeans, then* are An^lo> 
Tndi-ius and tlH*re are so many otlu‘r inti‘n*sts that it is very ddrieult to 
say that the conditions in India are tin* smne as thos»* in Eiiroj'O. In the 
Bank of England, as far as I know, not a siiiLdi* Indian hobK a share. 
They liave a convention that oidy British siihjeets ean hav** a sliare. 
Ilcrr, in tJiis Beserve Bank, many Europeans and An^do-Tndians will have 
a lar^re number of shares. 

Furtb.cr, tliis Bill is worse than the I>ill whieh was plae<‘d bel'ore the 
Assembly in 19*27. You will (iiid Diat tin* share valin* in the old Bill wa.s 
lis. lOD, Imi. in tlie j^reseiit IVill, it is raised to l\s. oOO. Further. thi*re is 
another restriction rliat there will he votes to tip* (‘xteiit of only t\\( .'.liares. 
T do not luiderslanri the bmiefji fif this ar?*an^(*nieii1. AVliy not iiavi* 
Bs. 1.000 as the share value for a vote '! 1 snLr^n‘st that this (jnersfion also 

should he consid<‘j*ed ii] the (’onimittee and Dial they should fix th * miIiu* of 
eacli share at Bs. IflO. India, after all, is a poor eonntry ami d is very 
difficult for statutory Indians to buy sliares of Dn* value of Bs. dOO. It is 
only tile Eiironeaiis, domieih*d Europeans and Aiijrlo-Tndians wlio will be 
able to ])nrcbase sliares even to Die value of ids. 10,000, luit the statutory 
Jiidians will find <rreat difficulty in jmrclsa.Nimr shares of sucli hJ^li value. 
I sufjjrest that the Govt*rnment should bt* kind enouj^b to consider ibi* 
(iViestion tlioroujzlily in tlie Select rommittec. Another diflfieulty is that 
in the old Bill the Directorate was It) elected as against 7 nommated, 
'whereas in this Bill it is H elected as against d nominated. This nueslion 
also should be considered in the Select (’ommitlee. 

Now. I conn* to clause 4 of tin* Bill whieh is very important. In this 
connection, I will rliseuss only ciaii.ses 4 and 8 and I want to say somethin" 
on these two clauses. I find that B^nifjroon also has been incJud(*d in the 
ojieralions of the Be.serve Bank. My information is tlial the question of 
iseparation of Burma has not yet been d<*cided and so there must be a elause 
in the Bill a,s to what will hap])eii if Burma is separated. I do not aurree 
that, even after s(*paratinn, the representatives of Burma should he oti this 
Reserve Bank Hoard. I Avant that tliis Reserve Bank should .serve purely 
the interests of India, and only fmlians .sliould he on tlie Dir(*et<orate The 
Re.serve Bank should he jroverned by Indians and not by foreigners, 
whether they are foreij^ners coming from 6,000 miles away or from a 
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(Iis:taii« <* of 200 niil(»s, it does not matter. T want that this Reserve Bank 
should )/(* jmrcly for hid inns, admin !sf erod by Indians and for tin* benefit 
of iJidiaiis. f A])])jans<*. j I do not aj/flTo that Ranj^oou should he included. 

In this clause, the (|ualifi<*alifuj for a shar<‘holder is ^ivcu as follows : 

No jx r.'.on will* is nol ijonjii'iieU in Iiwli;!, or :< .sijtjfct oniinariJv rt'siJent 

in India, or a t-oiiijjaiiv re^fistcri'd, oio. 

I sujrjrcst tiiat the (dau.se sliould run as follows : 

“ Shares will he held only t»y Intiiaus and hy eonipaiiy registeri-d, etc. ' 

I submit iluil tiiis word “ domiciled ’’ is iiot a hai»py one and, tiiere- 
fore. I siij/L'csl it should la* “ Indians Tin* clause further says : 

“.cr roiMpany ineiirporated hy or niid*T an -\et of Parli.'onent or any law for 

the lir-ie lieirig in I'orce in any of TIis Majt'Hty's doniiiiions and having ,'i hianch in 
British India.” 

This ]irovision is very ohjeetionahle. It is a different (piestioii if we 
afford facilities td hhij/laiid. But wi* -ire not prepared to ^'“iv(* those faci- 
lili(*s to tin* dominions. (*ii sevei-al oe(*osions. in rc[)ly to (piestions in this 
House, ^ve lia\’e found \\ hat tie* .iTlitude of the (|.«itiini(»ns is towards us. 
I’niess those dojninioiis are prej)ari*d f(» Luve tlje saim* facilities to us and 
unless they incorporate a similar provision in their Reserve Bank Acts. 

1 am !iot pr‘*par(*d to afford them any facility' unless they' are prepared 
to reciprocate. This (pmstion also should l>e eomsidered hy' the Stdect Com- 
niiMee. 

.\ow, I turu to ('lause S and that is a v(‘ry' imp(U'tant clause, ahout the 
Diroct^>rate. In tin's eoiineetion 1 will sa.v iliat the Directorate i.s very 
snii'di. It sliotdd he (‘idan^(‘d iii the rommitt«H‘. 

FurtJier, I find that there will he four recristcu-s in India, that is. 
llomhay. (hdeiitta. Delhi and ^ladras. They' Itavo f>rovided two Directors 
for Caleiitta. Bomhay and I>(‘lhi. hut 1 say that iiistt‘ad of sriviii^ two 
Dirci'lors for tlu'se re^dsters. they' shoidd In* split up ami there sh.ould be 
om Director from each re^i.ster ; and if there be two Diinclf'rs for 
( alentta and if tlaw eiutihim* Assam, IHIiar and Beiural tojjretlnu'. 1 do not 
tliiiiK there will he an.v elianee for Bihar in tins. Tlie other ti'diihlo is 
that if y’ou have two Directors from (*110 rejrister. then the eleetorau* will 
be very' larjre and it will Ik* v(‘ry' diftienlt for Indians to control tliis. 
Ther»' are. after all. Ulo laldis of ru|)(‘:*s for llu^ shan‘s and tlu* siiar(*rs will 
b-^ too wide, the eh‘etorate will lu* too wide and it will be difticult for 
Indians to control such a wide ebrtornte. I sujrtrest that the elcv'torates 
should l)(‘ small, that the.st* men may' he in a position to know I he local 
condition, and tliey may ht* in din*et touch witli the men who have elected 
them and they’ may know the real condition of agriculture, etc. So I 
sofrjzesl tliat the.se rej^i.sters should he split up and, inst.ead of two from 
each, then* should he one. Tlie other susrjrestion is that the elected 
Directors should be more than eight as the number eight is t(»o small. 
Further, Sir, you will find in the report of the (\)inmittee that siiccial 
mention has been made that agricultural interests should he kept in mind 
and in this ease I will say that there must be direct representation of that 
interest just as it was given in the previous Bill. 1 am very sorry that I 
do not agree with the princijde of nomination. T have protested against 
that on sev(*ral ocea.sions and now also 1 want to suggest that sium* means 
should he sought in the Select rominittee stage to see that reprc.sentatio'i 
for the tigricultural interests should be assured on tliat hank. Phirther, 
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iij this 1 "will say that T hav« <;:ot uo alteriiativt* bui to v’j'T? 

SDiuc t‘Jiaiu ‘0 to oiir Kiiropoan friends to have shares in this Jiaiik. i would 
have been very j^’lad it! there was a ]n*inei|)le laid down Ino*** tiial only 
statutory Indians should have shares in this Bank, but, it that is not j)o^sil»le, 
J will request my Ilonoural)Ie tritoids. wIk» wili atlmid the Selee: (\»ni- 
niittee, to try and restriet it in this way tliat, t)eyond a eertain pereenta^r, 
no shares sliould jro to foreifrnors. 

Mr. B. Das : AVhat pereentajre would you su^’jjest : 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : 1 think 10 per eeiit. is quite suffieient to 
sal'etjuard their interests and, if Govennnent Avant to f^ive them more, in 
any ciuse it slnmld not be more than lo per rent. 

Further, Sir, they have mentioned the mode of (‘leeti(ni and sai<l tliat 
the shart'holders would eleet five men and thmi the loeal Board would elect 
re’presentatives to attend the Ftoitral Board. But what is tlie use of this 
double election The thre** noinintvs tlimv will certainly influence the 
election to tin* ('entral Board. Tliis is very olijectionahle. The?** is no 
li. rin if tliey may have local Boards as w<*ll for oth(*r purpos(*s if lh(*y 
Avant, but direct election should be <riA*en and shareholdt'rs shtndii be ^iveii 
a ehancc to elect their re(»rcs(‘ntative-> in that Bank din*ct, and not in this 
Avay that the rej)r(*st*ntatives shouhl first bt* elected and then thes-* five 
representatives cffm thr(*e nominees shouhl elect to servt* in that crim- 
m itt ee. 

There should be some provision in the Act that tin* future Govern 
merit may pui’chase shares at a fixed price if they chose to do so. 

Tlicn, Sir, T turn to clause 10. ] find that they hav<* immlioncd the 

(jualifications and dis{pialificalions of iJirectors and memlieis of local 
Ih-ards. In this connection, tlu'y haA’e ad<h*d a proviso to sub-claus(* 'MG : 

“ Trovidcd th;it an (iftirial of a Stato in India (not i)ein^^ a G(tvcrnmcnt otfndal 
on deputation in the State > inav be noniin.'ited as a T>ire«*U»r or as a ineinber ( f a loeal 
Board. ’ ’ 

Mere I have Lmt a serious objection. If they debar tin* (lovernmcnt. 
of liiflia ofli(*ials from beinj? Directors. Avhat is the use of oiviiijr a chance 
to tlic officials <if the State to be Directors in this Baidi ? After all. these 
officials in tlic St''te> me in no way bcttci* Ilian tbc officials r>f my (Jovern- 
ment. AVlien my lloi.-ourabh* friend. Sir George Sebuster, has j»ot no 
chanee of InuMa' a Dir*‘(*tor j?i ih.it Bank, why shouhl the Prime .Minister of 
Patiala oi* IlydeiMlnid or any other Slate he priven that chance ? 
(Gauehtt'r. ' T!'e»i. about nuMdinirs also, 1 Avill say tliat they restricterl 
the meetings to Boniliay and <'aleuT1a. P>ut then* I do not airrec* and 
I will snjrjre.vt for my Honourable fi'iend's eonsiflei'jition that at h*ast one 
meetiiiL*^ must be lu'hl in all the centres. 

Xow. Sir, they liave nunitioned in clause lb. .sub-(*l;mse f 0 : 

A Director so noinin:it<'d to represent slinreliolders on llie Boinb.'iv or rt.-ileiittll 
Beeister '■’li.'ill luild ollh-c for two yi-.'irs, .'onl ;i Tlireetor so nominated to n'jinsep.t .share¬ 
holders on the Delhi, Madras or Rangoon Ketrii'ter slmll hold oflfii-e for fo.ir years ", 

etc. 

r :*;jnnot understand why these Directors, Avho will repre^ient Calcutta 
and Bombay, will be there for two years, and for Delhi, Madras and 
Banproon if will be four years. The only reason tliat T can think of 



THE RESEBVE BANK OF INDIA BILL. 


1505 


is that there arc more Europeans and Anglo-Indians in Bombay and 
Calcutta and there is. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : Sir, may I explain to my 
Honourable fri(*nd tliat that provision merely refers to the first Directors 
nominated / Different periods have to be put in so that all the Directors 
may not hav<» to retire* at the .same moment. That is in accordance with 
the recommendation of the C’ommittee and the i)rovision was put in so that 
the Directors may retire by rotation. 

Mr. M. Maawood Ahmad : Then, if that idea is accepted by the 
Select Committee, 1 will suggest that inst(‘ad of having Bombay and 
CalcutUi to retire lirst, it is bett(‘r that the Directors from Delhi, Madras 
and Jiangoon should retire* first and Bombay and (hleutta afterwards. 
(Laughter.) Further, in clause 17, siih-clausc {]), you will find this : 

“ (/ ) tin- »ii niniiev on ilrponit without inten-st from, are! the collection 

of ruoiicv fnr, the Sern*t;irv of Stnto in C<»uneil, th<- (lovernor General in Council. Local 
GoverriTiimts, Staffs in Iielia, hank*; and aiiv other |)t*rHons ; *’ 

Hen* ir “ Local (rovennnents ” m<‘aii the Local (lovernmeiits of the 
jtroviiiee.s. I will say that local authorities like District Boards atul Miini- 
ciiialiiies slidiihi also he giveji a chan(*(* to k<tep tlieir mojiey, and certain 
]jrt‘\ision'' should he made hen* for that. 

1 find ill suh-elausi* (d‘ tla* same clause : 

“ I the Hiakin^^ of n'lvaiieo.s to t)i<* (fOV4*rnor General in roun«*il repayahle iu 
each ease not later tlnoi three months after the elo.>s4* of the financial year in respect of 
'wliich Iho advaiire has tieen nia<le ; 

It is not said wlietlier the money will ht* a(lvane(*d to them with or 
without interest. What is happening today is that these Local Govern¬ 
ments are taking money from the ('eiitral Government and the.v are not 
jiayiiiir a single pie as inten*.st. And. even after closing tlie financial year, 
the amount remaining is taken as overdraft* and then these Governments 
])ay the interest. So 1 want that it must be clearly defim‘d whetlier this 
advance iin<h*r this suh-elause will be with or without interest. 

f)ne otlnM- point 1 have to say is this. T refer to clause 28 which says : 

“ Notwilhstrinding anything contained in any enactment or rule of l.aw to the 
contrary, nn pei-soii sh;rll of right !«• »*iitith-d to rwover from the Governor General in 
Counoi’ or tin- liaiik thr valm- of an_\ lost, stolen, mutilated or iniperfei*t furrency note 
of the Governna-irt of India 4»r hank note ; 

I want to .say in this connection that the Keserve Bank note should 
have nmnhers in nion* than oiir* ]>la(e ; and, further, there must be some 
eh*aj* iiM'iition that if. by any chance, some mutilation takes place, in that 
ease tliere imisl he smiie provisimi tliat the.se notes must be taken up by 
Gov(*nmient and the money given to holders of tliese notes. 

As regards the Imperial I»ank, 1 sui>pnrt the idea wliich been 
m(‘ntioned 1 do not want to repeat tlie same argument—but 1 say that 
two things must: b(‘ eonsiden*d : Government should not try to have this 
lmp(‘iial Bank in a ])rivileged position. All the banks should be treated 
in the same way ; and. further, flu* time which has been mentioned here, 
namely, 2;“) years, is too long ; and if, for any reason, Government want 
to hav(* this Bank, then it should be for ten years for the present ; and we 
sliould not ti(* tin* hands of the Directors who wiW come afterwards ; we 
must give them suffieii'iit ehanet* to decide Avhether they want to have the 
Imperial Bank as their agents or not. 
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[Mr. M. ]Vlaswm)d Ahmad.J 

Again, turning to pago 2(>, Schedule Ill, 1 will say that the i)roposed 
eompensalioii which is lo ht* given to the IJank must be omitted. What 
ior aie we giving tiiem compensalion It was said in the year 192S, as I 
have eoiiie ti> know, that lht‘ jnoposid ftn- eoiiip<*nsa1 ion was rais<\l, hceaiise 
the inipi'rial Hank of India had some eontraet with the (lovminiient of 
liuli;- and, as that period had not elapsetl, eompeiisation was propctsed : 
hill, in tin presiMU east*, that is not so, and so I will re(jm‘st tin' (h)verii- 
meiu U) I'onsidiM* thi> point whether this Imperial Hank de.serv(‘s any e«mi- 
jiensation (tr not. 1 rt‘(pi(‘si my fricnd.s who will attend tin* ('oiuiiiittee to 
figlit for tliis, that eoni])ensation shoidd not lx* given to tin* Imperial Hank. 

Idle only (»ther |)oint which I will press ludore I sit dc»wn is that tJiis 
ivgister should he split up : it should not hi* two Directors from one 
register, and the shares should not ht* traiisferalile : if shan‘s are transfer- 
ahlr, then there Avili lx* no use of having separate registers, because, witliin 
a few years, everything will be hotchpotch and thi* provision of the 
allocation of shares they liavc mcntiont‘<l here will disappear. (Applause.) 

The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till Half Hast Two of the 
Clock. 


The As.sembly re-as.semhled after Lunch at Half Past Two of the (dock, 
Mr. President (The Honourable JSir Shanmukham Chetty) in the (diair. 


Eai Bahadur Lala Brij Kishore (Lucknow^ Division : Non-J\luham- 
madaii Rural) ; Sir, tlie establishment of a Reserve Bank for India will 
be a Stef) forward in the development of Intlia’s financial machinery ttiid 
will, I think, assi.st that gradual and silent revolution in India’s economic 
life Avhieh ])r()mises to bring higher opportunities of life and higher 
standards of li\iiig to every one in tlie counti-y. Sir, t^he iiiU‘rest of the 
country also demands the early creation of an institution wdiieh will lx* the 
centra] reservoir to w'hieh all pubilc balances should belong and the central 
fountain Avhich wull feed all fruitful national activities throughout the 
country. 

It has often been argued that Indian interests demand a State Bank 
rather than a Shareholders’ Bank. 

It has been argued that a Shareholders’ Bank wull run, not on national 
lines, but in the interests of those capitalists who finance the Bank. This, 

I submit. Sir, seems to be a.n incorrect view^ If the shareholders choose 
a seltish path, the Legislative Assembly is not barred from raising public 
opinion against this ])oli(*y, and eoiripel the shareholders to bow' before the 
nation’s demands. 

Now, Sir, comijig to the actual purehaKc of shares, T find that the 
Dill makes no i)rovi.sioii to safeguard against an undin* predominance of 
non-Indian interest. This point is of very groat importance and is likely 
to be discussed at length in the Select Committee. I will not urge the 
closing of the door altogether for foreign capitalists—for, I believe that 
for at least sotiie time to come we do require their help and guidance. 
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(.)n(* word as ro^oirds the link with sterlinf^. Since 1931, the rupee 
lias hecn liiilasl to the sterliiijr. Whet tier that fiet was wdsr* or not does 
not i(-n'erji us. al presioit ; that ‘‘xists today. Tin; IJiil very clearly and 
wisely •-lafes that tiie woiliint:;: of ili<* Ke^r/ve liaiik (>n tlif sterlinj' basis is 
oidv isional. Till the world returns l.) staide ecorioiuic <'ondi- 

lions. it i.> uiidf siraf)le to alter the standard fd* the eiirreney or the 
exehauLre l•atio. It is, thercdore, inevitabh* that a K(*serve ibitik started 
toda.N’ eaii work' oiil\' fiu a sterlin*; staiulard f»asis. 'fhere is nr> other aiter- 
uatix'e. I w«e,il(l luaUo onr '>u^’'_r*‘>st i<in \\ i- iIiIn. tlial ih** \ »• Hank 

shoiii-. r•*eo«rni■>e the •^lalii*' of the ('(eopernt jvi* lianks. These liank.s, 1 
iie(*d hardly add, are ru<»re ini]>ortant to the <'nminou people. esi)eeially tin* 
a^^rieult orist class, than other Hanks. The lb-serve Hank will thus be 
enalded |o eona- iuto direet contact with the masses of India. The Hescrve 
Ihinl: will eeriainly prov<^ much imu'c beneiieial to the ajrrieiilturi.sts if it 
extends ii.s i-eeo^niit*ion to the Ijand Mort^oiifc Hanks and A<rricultiiral 
HsoUn. Iinlia is ])riniarily the land of the airrieulturisTs. Any sehetne of 
< -iitral Hankii)}', whieJi does not take them into aceount. cannot iii(*et. our 
requirt‘ments to the fnih'st extent. Any M-heim-. whieii niakt‘s the tinaneial 
position of the a<?rieulturi.st easy, mii.st h(‘ w'ele<»ined. It is in this ho])e 
iljat I slnui^^ly app(*al that tin* SeJeet (’ommittee may lx* pleased to consider 
favourably the recognition of Aj?rieultnral Hanh.s and (‘o-operative Hanks. 
Sir. with th(*.M‘ few observations, I support the proposition of the Honour¬ 
able tlx* Finance Meml>er who, 1 thitik. is unq iesti<*nab]y one of fhe ablest 
ruianeial experts of hidia. 1 also appeal to him to {rive to India tlx* benefit 
of hi> eiitin* ability and wisdom in solvin^r this correctly in the Select 
(’onniiittee. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shaninukham Chetty) : Before 
other Honourable Menihers are called upon to s])eak. the ('hair would draw 
the attention of the House to certain amendments that stand in the name 
of the Honourable Mr. Joe ''vho has come back to his seat just now. The 
first amendment of Mr. Jop reads like this : 

“ I’aclj House stiouUi have a ('’ommitttv of its owu. The (’ominittee of the Assembly 
jtumki coiKsist of 14 members.” 

The motion that is before us is under a specific Staixlin*; Order for 
eonstitutinjr a Joint ('ommittee of both Houses, and the ( hair would like 
to know what exactly is the meaning: of this amendment. 

Mr. B. O. Jog (Berar Representative 'l : Sir, I quite realise the 
point raised by tlx* ('hair, but this is an amendment. The motion before 
the House is that tliere should be a Joint Committee of both the Houses. 
This is an amendment to that in which 1 say tliat the selection of members 
of the (kunmittee should he restricted only to this House, and it should not 
be a Joint Committee of b(»tb the Houses. That is the juirposc of my 
amendment. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Sbaninnkbam Chetty') : Hut the 
Honourabb* Member says that at the end of the motion the frJlowinjr be 
added. The motion is a recommendation to the Council of State that a 
Joint Committee be set up. The motion, a.s worded by him. has absolntelv 
no meaning:, and, therefore, it is out of onlor. 

The next ameixlment stniidinur in Hx- Honourable Alemher’s nanx* is 
like this ; 

That at the cud of tin- motion tho followinsj be added : ‘ The non-omcial Menibcra 
who have already taken ^,art in the London Conferenee should not sit on tlrs Com¬ 
mittee 
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[Mr. President.] 

A Committee of this House, whether a Joint Committee or a Select 
Committee, is set up by a motion of this House, and every Honourable 
Member, whoever he is, has got the right to sit on that Conimittee, if he 
is elected to tliat Conimittee, and no Resolution of this House can debar 
any individual from sitting on a t'ommittee like that, and, therefore, that 
amendment is also out of order. 

Then, the third amendment is : 

'* That in the niotiun, after the words * consist of 24 members ' the w'ords ‘ that out 
of the number allotted to the Council of State the majority uliould consist of elected 
Mem) ’ be added. ’ ’ 

Under Rule 42, this House can only’ recommend to the Council of 
State that a Joint C'ommittec be set up, and House has no power to 
restrict the right of the Council of State f(» detcrinino the eoinposition of 
that Commitiee, and, therefore, this {imciuhncnt is also out (»f order. 

Mr. N. N. Anklesana Bombay Northern I)ivisi<'n ; Nun-Muliam- 
iiiadun Rural) : Sir, in sui>})oiTing tin- inolion of the 1 loiioiirabK* tlic 
Finance Mcinhcr and in (»pposing tin* .iiiicndnituits to his motion, 1 v\ isli to 
say a few wor<ls A\ilh tin* iinliilgcmv of this House. Of coiii'se. 1 do not 
wish to say anything, nor am I coinjudenl t.»» ilo s»» about tlic various 
matters of banking lecliiiioue which arc connected with the Jdll. I wisli 
to restrict, myself to a few oh.scrvations on matt(‘rs cd' general interest to 
wlii(*lj Hononi’ahle IMemhcrs have (lircct<*d their attention. 

Tij(‘ tir^t ]>()iul wiiicii I will addros myself t'* as r(*trar(hs the remarks 
of certain llononrahh* McTiihers in respeet nf th»‘ personnel (d‘ the London 
('omniirtee. 1 would have av(uded this suhj(*et. }»nt ind’ort iinately or 
fortunately I had myself llie ljf>iJour of serving on that Cominittei*. and I 
think it i.s in the fit)if-ss of tliiin/s that this House should h(^ar me in eon- 
necrion Avith th(* remarks a(ldress(‘(l against the personnel of tliat (’ommittee 
and its activities in Lomhui, In tin* first place, I think every n*mark 
addre-ssed again.st tlie personnel of tlic (‘o7!miilte(‘ is ahsrdntcly irrelevant 
and foreign to the jiresent matter. It is tin* wnyl: of the Committee, with 
Avhich Ave are concerned. It. is not the persemmd at all. What matters if 
the rcimi’t lias h<*en signed by N. Y. Z or !’, W ? It d«)es m»t matter in 
tlie least. Secondly, my Hononrahle fi-lends wlio havi* criticised the per- 
.sonncl of the (Vuninittee do not seem to liave notic(‘d tliat on that (’oin- 
mittec sat men of the Avide^-t pnssihle f)ai»ki!iL’' and enrrency e\pci'i*Mi(M‘.- tJie 
])ost. expmts in currency and banking matt»-rs Avhic-h tin* British Kniyiiro 
can claim, so far as tlie Fnro])eans Averc concerned, and a*^ regards the 
Indian element. T must say that the Iiuliati element contained men Avho 
Av<*ro in daily and intimate contact with, hanks and hanking operations. 

T think Hu* Honourable gentlemen, A\di(» <*ri1 ieis(*(l tlie personnel rif Ha* 
Committee, niiglil to have suggc.sted a better peisonnel so far as the Indian 
element Avas concerned. .My Hononrahle friend, Mr. Sarina. has aln‘;i(ly 
.spoken about tlic Indian element in the (Vmirnittee and 7 Avill say notliiiig 
more almut it. 

T could not uTiderstand Avbat object could possibly have influenced my 
TTonoiirable friend, Mr. A'idya Sagar Pandya. in dilating on that topic. 
He talked of the personnel being a bridal party and so on, and the only 
thing I could think of which could have induced him to say what he has 
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sfiid is that lie was dissatisfied at his not being himself on the London Com¬ 
mittee. 1 may assure him that 1 would have been tjjc very first man to 
vote for his inclusion not only in the liridal ])orty, but for his inclusion 
in the palanquin and for his taking the ])lace of the cat therein. 

My Honourable friend, Mr. Caya Prasad Singh, and others dilated 
on the topic whether the Bank should lie a State Bank or a Shareholders' 
BanJc. If my Honourable friends had a.sked themselves and explained to 
theraselv(‘s what were the puri)oses for which a Uescrve Bank was consti¬ 
tuted, 1 think they would have ajiproached the (juestion from a more 
correct angle of view. We all know that hanks have to do with credit, and 
the two most important topics which come to our mind when we talk of 
credit are firstly, the creation of credit, and, secondly, the distribution of 
credit. If you look at the history of banking in Europe and ever^’where 
else, you will find that the functions of creation of credit and distribution 
of credit were all concentrated in (uic hand. but. subsequently, f)n account 
of several inconveniences, the Slate look uj)t)n itself the function of 
ereation of credit and left the banks to deal with the ordinary busines.- 
of banking and distribution of credit. So far as India is concerned, after 
the State nionojjolised the function af the creation <»!' crcciit leaving 
the function of ilistribuli(»ii of credit to the hanks. The history of the 
last. 100 yi*ai>5 of hanking in Europe and other civilised countries shows 
that tliis dual system of creation and distribution of ci'edit respectively i)y 
two diffenuit agencies has 1(!(1 to very undesirahie results, and those 
resnll.s have been summarised in tlie ])or)k from wliicli my nonnura))le 
friend, Mr. (laya Prasad Singh, read.—Keynes* Indian Currency and 
EinaiK'c, at pagt* 'hhere are tlin^e pa»/es of it and I do not propose 

to read them. If we regard the <|Uestion from that angh‘ of view that the 
funetioiis of <*roation of credit and distrihiitioii of ei’edit in the liest iii- 
ter(‘sts of the nathm should he unil(*d in one hand, I think the ;M>int ahoiit 
the hank being a State Ihiiik or a Shareindders’ Ihitik would i>e very easy 
of solution. For, in the first place, the Slate ean assume this dual function 
only by taking upon itself the function of the dislrihution of credit ami 
oth(*r functions of a l)ank oi deposit. This tlie State cannot do unless it 
l)eli<'ves ill Stat<* socialisation as is the eas(' in AiistTidia. (bi tlie contrary, 
the onlinarv hank i*an take npt»n itsell the ereation of ere<lit as is tlie ea.se 
w'ith regard to the large majority of hanks in eivilisyd eoimrries. TTn*re- 
fore, 1 say, if yon create a State Bank, the functions which the StRte 
cannot properly carry on will have to be entrusted to thi' State, while, on 
the other hand* if voii create a Shareholders’ Bank, the functions wdneh a 
Shareholders' Ibiiik ean properly carry on will ho entrusted to that Bank. 
A‘'ain niv ITonourahle friend .said that a Sluirelioldeis Bank would he 
mon‘ open to influences, political and otherwise, detrimental to the interests 
of the nation than a State Bank would be. I eatogoncally deny the cor¬ 
rectness of that iiosition. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai (Sind : Non-Mnhammadan Rural) : On 
W’hat grounds ? 

Mr. N. N. Anklesaria : The.se grounds are mentioned—T have only 
a short time at my clis])nsal, hut if my Honourable friend does want to 
know the grounds, he will find them in Thakiir’s “ Ovganisfition of Indian 
Pranking ”, veiw' well summarised at page 107. Thirdly, my Ilononrable 
friend ignored tliat India is a depenilent country and the dependeive of 
India, under the White Paper scheme, far from being eliminated, will, I 
I.275LAI) E 
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am afraid, be put ou more secure foundations than it is today. Tliis 
dependence means that a bank eontroJled by the State will be controlled 
by the Secretary of State for liulia. whicJi means by the Lombard Street 
interests. Once in half a century you can fr^*t a Finance Member of the 
strong mind and broad views and Indian .sym])athies of Sir George 
Schuster, but, 1 am afraid, under the Constitution, he would be powerles.s 
to effect aiiytliing which the Secretary of State would like to do. I need 
not mention the incidents of the e})isode of the irold standard wliich hap¬ 
pened in Simla in 19dl. For all these reasojis, I say a Shareholders' Hank 
is ])referable to a State Hank, but my Honourable friend, Mr. (lava IVasad 
Singh, says that under the scheme of the Hill you do lud eliminate the 
influence of Lombard Street. You get this influence working in Indian 
affairs throtigh the (Toveriior General, f (piite admit that tlie (Governor 
General has got powers of ai>pointment and removal of Directors, but 
when you eousider India as a eoimlry in wbich many conflicting interests 
havt* jrot to be r(‘eoneih*d—economic interests, the inter(*sts of rac(‘s and to 
them under the new seheme will be added the intei’ests of Native States, 
you have got to resoH to one impartial authority who would seeure justice 
and fair play and T vould challenge anybod>' to name any institution 
which would better function for such a purpose than the Governor General 
in Council. 

Mr. B. Das : Challenge accepted. 

Mr. N. N. Anklesaria : Let me know it. I think T am not disclosing 
any secrets with regard to the deliberations of the London Committee 
when 1 say that I was the first man to raise this point in the Committee 
there. 1 said T would agree to the powers given to the Governor General 
ni Council if T was convinced that those powers would be used primarily 
in the interests of India and not of England and, I must say, to the 
credit of the hluropean members there, they at once agreed with me and 
they said that some j^rovisiou must be made to give effect to what I said, 
and one of them suggested and everybody agreed that a provision should 
be found in the Instrument of Instructions enabling the Viceroy to use 
his powers in the present connection primarily in the interests of India. 
That matter is not to be found in the report, but I think Sir George 
Schuster will bear me out and, if he does so, I am quite sure, many of the 
fears expressed outside and on the floor of the House will be allayed. 
Lastly, as regards the State Bank, my Honourable friend cited various 
authorities iu favour of a State Hank. 1 will just quote seven lines from 
the report of Dr. Visering quoted in l\lr. Thakur’s book on page 107 : 

The dangers attending the establishing of n State Bank have during the course 
of time been so univeTsfilly admitted th.at at all the great international economic con¬ 
ferences held during the past six years warnings have been sounded against a State 
Bank .and it was recommended that in countries where a State Bank was established 
it should be converted into an independent private bank, naturally, however, under 
suflicierit supervision by the Rtnte. 

If you read the report, it contaiiLS sufficient provision which would 
enable the State, to Riipervise the workinsrs of the proposed Reserve Bank. 
It has been said that in future if it is found that a Shareholders’ Bank 
is not ill the national interest, the Act must contain a clause enabling 
the Government to buy up the shares. I believe, though I am not quite 
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sure, fliat there will be a provision in the Government of India Act about 
the constitution of a Iteserve Bank, which I do not believe, 1 speak, 
subject to correction by the Government Members, it will be in the power 
of this House to amend or alter. This provision may be availed of by the 
I)olitical party in i)Ower lor party pur^joses to the detriment of the 
real interests ol the nation. Therefore, 1 say, a provision such as that 
sufi^jresled will be not only useless, but will be harmful, because, if such 
a provision were inserted, it would considerably depreciate the value of 
those shares and it is absolutely unnecessary. 1 would leave the matter 
to the British Parliament. The Parliament of Great Britain is omnipotent. 
It mi^ht do everylliinjr e.xeept make a man a woman or a woman a man. 
If J*arliament is eonvineed that, in the interests of India, it is neces.sary 
to convert this Shareholders’ Hank into a State Bank, 1 am perfectly 
sure the Parliament of Great Britain has power to do so. As there are 
many other speakers yet, 1 [iropose to resume my seat. 

Mr. B. V. Jadhav (Bombay Central Division : Non-Muhammudan 
Hural) : I rise to su{)port the motion brouj^dit fm-warrl by the Honourable 
the Finance Member to refer this Bill to a Si^leet Fornniittec, hut I do 
not accept his reeomniendation of a dnint ('oniniittei*. This House should 
he left ind(‘]M'ii(leiit in (letenniiiinir what slnaild be the ehan^^es made in 
the present Bill. 'Phe other House has jrot a very small number com¬ 
pared with The nuinher of Members of this Hous(‘ and. therefore, they 
can Y(‘ry easily j/o into Committee and tiirasb out the Jiill when that Bill 
is placed before that House. 

1 am not in favour of the proposal made in the Bill that the Bank 
should bt! a Shareliolders' Bank. That the Reserve Bank should he free 
from political intiuenees has been laid down as an axiom. I am not jroing 
to say that the Bank or the Bank's Manager and 
the Board .should be from the ruling party in the 
House of Kepresentatives. That is not my idea. But 1 may point out 
that it is alm(»st imfiossible to keep out polities out of a lit^serve Bank 
either here or anywhere else. The Directors are men and they have got 
their ])(»li1ieal predilections and, when there is a change in the Directorate, 
there is some ehange. at all events, in tlie political outlook of the 
l^ireetorate as a whole. .May I ask a que.sti()n : whether the Directors 
of the Bank of Kngland are without polities like the Speaker of the 
House of Fommoiis 1 They are not required to be out of polities and, 
therefore, I do not think it will ever he possible to keep politics entirely 
out of the administratinn of the Re.serve Bank. It is well known that 
the Governor of the Bank of England has frequent interview’.s with the 
Ghaneellor of tie* E\'cl;e(pu*r and it is also well known that the Chan¬ 
cellor of Ihe Exchequer is a puj>pet in the hands of his party. The 
Chanetdior of the Exchequer belongs to a party and has to ehange his 
politics along with his party. Even such a strong bank as that of the 
Bank of England has to talce the as.sistance of the Ministry whenever 
any important change is to he introdneed and thus the Bank has to bow 
down t<» the present day politic.^. This will show that even the Bank 
of England is not outside the influence of politics. I shall here point out 
why so much stress has been laid upon the dictum that the Reserve Bank 
should be outside the influence of politics. From the year 1924, the 
Swaraj Party came into power, and, since then. Gt>vernmeiit found it 
difficult to cari^’ on whatever they wished to carry. So, in the year 
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1927-28, tJiey found that the Opposition was a very strong one and, 
therefore, this theory of keeping the Eeserve Bank out of politics was 
started. But, Sir, things have chajiged to a very great extent since 
then. We know what the politics of the present House are and how 
easily i)liable the House is to the whims and wdshes of the Government 
Benches and, in the future Constitution, as adumbrated in the Wliite 
Paper, care lias lieen taken to have this House at the beck and call of the 
Crovernnient Benches. There will not be the nominated block, but, in 
order to have a steadying influence in the constitution of the House, tlie 
condition of Pederafion has been iaid down. So, when the reperesenta- 
tives of the Slates will sit in this House in order to steady the jiolitics 
of the House, then it will always be certain that the Government in 
power will have almost an autocratic authority. Also, to guard against 
the whims of the i) 0 ]nilar vote, care has been taken to keeji special 
powers in the hands of the Governor General and the Governor.s. So, 
1 do not think tJiere is, Avith all these precautions and s])ceial |)owej*s with 
the Federation coming* on, any necessity of fearing tin* ad\(‘ut of 
politics in the constitution of the Keserve Bank. However that may b(‘. 
that is tlie point of view T hold. Tf the constitution of tin* Bank is to be 
a Shareholders’ Bank, then I will insist that ean‘ should be taken ibal 
a very large majority, about 90 or 85 per cent, of the ea})ilal sluadil be 
kept in the hands of the Indian subjects of His Majesty. Sir, the Ibinl*: 
of England lias b(*on constituted as a eapitalists’ Bank and tin* eajiilalists 
of England have been ruling the whole nation. The Labour Party has 
been raising its bead and the soeialist politics are eoming more and more 
into the administration of the eoiintry. The trend of legislation during 
the last 25 years shows that even the Conservatives and also the Liberals 
have been adoiiting some of the doctrines of the Labourit(‘s. In England, 
the Labour Party was twice the ruling party and, in future years, no one 
can say that tlie Labour Party will not eonie into power. Tin* main 
doctrine of the socialists is to nationalise the instruments of i)roduetic)ii 
and distribution and banks, as a class, are very prominent as iustrii- 
meiits of credit and distribution. So, Sir, tliere is a move to nationalise 
the banks and, 1 am fpiite sure that in the near future even the Bank 
of England will have to be nationalised. We have to take note of the 
fact that, although during the past generations the nations of Europe 
have been organising their Eeserve Banks on the principle (»f Share¬ 
holders’ Baidvs, yet the new banks that are eoming into (‘xisleiiec, such 
as the Baidc of Australia, are purely State Banks. The Honourable the 
Finance Member is shaking bis head and 1 speak suhjeel to correetifui. 
But I ninUTstand that even in Sweden there is a sort of a mixture of 
Shareholders’ and State Bank. Some such expedient might be resorted 
to here also. 1 would recommend that there should be a elaiise kept in 
the Bill itself that the State should be at liberty to purchase all tlie shares 
from the shareholders in about 10 to 15 years. Tliis option may not be 
exercised ; but then there should be that provision. Such a provision 
has been kept in the conlraets with the Railways that were built with the 
capital borrowed from outside and Government have exercised tliat 
option of purchase. A similar provision should b(i made in the consti¬ 
tution of the Reserve Bank. This is what I have to say with respect to 
a Shareholder.s’ Bank. T do not want to take up the time of the TTouse 
in going minutely into the other provisions of the Bill. The Select Com- 
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initteci will look into that and it is their pro-vinee. But 1 would insist 
that the Iteserve Bank should have a branch in London, if Jiol for any other 
])urpose, at least to train our young men in finance and in the operations 
of the money market. London has become the centre of the world's 
imniey market, and training for our young men at tliat centre is very 
beneficial and that ought to be provided for by liaving a brancli of the 
Kt'serve Bank in London. It will not be advantageous to ns to give the 
agency to the Baidc of Ejigland. As the o])erations of India with England 
f (»vi‘r very vast sums, the commission itself will be snftieifuit to maintain 
a branch in London. For this purpose I insist, with all the emphasis at 
my eonimand. tljat a provision ought to he niach* for opening a branch 
ill London. AV<‘ shall have to borrow, in the first plae(‘, a Governor and 
one of the n(*pn1y (lovernors from outside. This jirovision ought to be 
made to train Indians for that job. After taking all the training that 
can b(‘ had in India, it is neeessnry that onr young men should have a 
t»*;nning ground overseas in England and. therefore, this branch is abso¬ 
lutely iieeessary. I hope the S(*n*(*t Lommitt(‘C' wilt take iis.te of this. 
We !iav(* the India House with the High Commissioner at its heafl. We 
ouLdit to have our liaiiking centre tliere in or*!cr \<) control financial 
iii.iltfrs. With a liraiieh ofliee in London, we shall la* in a hetler position 
t<j negotiate our loans directly without the int(‘rvention of 1h- Hank (»f 
Liigland. We have found that the ln*lp of the Bank (d* England has not 
always lieeii of advantage tu this country. The Bank of England 
naturally would look to her own intere.sts and to the interests of England 
in tin* first place. We cannot blame tin* bank for doing it. Ibu if 
India wants to jireserve her interests in the markets of England and 
also in the markets <d‘ the world, sin* must havt* hi‘r own linaiieial insti¬ 
tutions to saf<‘guar(l them and not trust to the work which is done by 
jiu agency of the Bank of England. 1 m‘c<l not say anything about the 
ratio of isd. or ]Gd. My L(‘ador, Sir Cowasji Jehangir. has sudieiently 
dealt with this question. But I have to support the view placed liy Dr. 
Ziauddin the other day. In order to improvi* the tinanees of our t'oiintry. 
the raising of tlie eonimodity ])riees is ab.soliitely necessary. Until the 
pi’ji-es rise, the jieasjintry and the mereanlile efunrnnnity eaniiol raiv* 
their heads. In order to raise the commodity priecs, the lowering of 
tin* eiirreney is a very gootl device. England ad()pte<l that device when 
she went off the gold standard two years ago and America has also done 
so very recently. India no doubt profited to a certain extent when 
England went off the gold standard, becanst*. in pro])ortion, her currency 
was di*prcciat(*tl, but that is not sufficient. The advantage gained has 
passed away and our peasants and our merchants an* in a very deplor¬ 
able condition. In order to improve their eomlition, some drastic 
methoils are n(*eessary and 1 support Dr. Z’auddin Ahmad in saying 
tliat tin* lowering of tin* eurreney will be beneficial in these circumstan¬ 
ces. 

Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer (Bohilkiind and Kumaon Divisions : Non- 
Muhammadan Knral) : The Honourable genllemaii who just concluded 
his speeeli has followed the very wise lead of tin* Acting Leader of his 
])arty wliose representative character even the Honourable iMr. Vidya 
Sugar Bandy a cannot deny. These very expressive words : “ I hope the 
Select (\>mmittee will take note of this ”, that and the other, the.-.e words, 
I believe, exfires.s in one sentence tlie bulk of opinion on this side of 
the House. Even though this sentence sums up onr view, yet a 
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jarring note may yet be heard from this side in regard to the motion 
which is before this House. 1 would suggest that the measure should 
be thrashed out in the Select Committee and those who differ will place 
their views before the Committee and specially before the Honourable 
Sir George Schuster. I have no doubt whatever that, just as in* was 
able to compose differences in London in the Committee, even so he 
will be able to convince the doubters in the Joint Select Committee. 

It is good by the way that the amending motion for an Assembly 
Select Committee was not moved at all. Good, because in matters of 
this kind, momentous as they happen to be, involving the fate and the 
future of this country, such a controversial amendment should not be 
discussed in this House as we must carry the confidence of the Central 
Legislature as a whole which T believe represents all that is sane.st and 
'Safest in the country. The im]mrtance i!i regard to tin* setting uj) of 
a Reserve Bank arises from two points of vit‘w, financial and political 
or constitutional. If we want financial autonomy as we have been 
clamouring for it for years from ])latfornis of the ('ongn*ss as well as 
from industrial and other Conferences, it is liim* that we create an 
atmosphere of confidence? in tliis country and. to create thjjt atmosphere, 
we must, with one voi(?e and with one mind, vote for this motion and 
not press it to a division. (Hear, hear.) T ho])e nobody has the least 
idea of pressing it to a division. At the conclusion of this debate. I 
have no doubt, within the limited opportunity open to tin* Honourable 
the Finance ]Memb(*r, he will meet the arguments that are necessary to 
meet. 

One question that has emerged in this debate, one controversy, one 
seeming cleavage is as to the wisdom of a Stat(* Bank nr the unwisdom 
of a Shareholders’ Bank. Listening as f have been rather closcrly to the 
argumentative side of the speeches of the advocates of a State Bank, 
I notice one thing and that is this. They were anxious to (*xamine the 
contact that would be established between the Government, its Finance 
Minister and the Reserve Bank. And, us in the scheme before ns, the 
Shareholders’ Bank is not to he drifted into uncharted seas, as the 
Governor Genera] and the Finance Minister will have contact with 
the Reserve Bank, the advocates of a State Bank may possess 
souls in patience. Some one, in the enthusiasm of his argument f(»r a 
State Bank complained that the Bill before us was .setting up some¬ 
thing in the nature of a Governor General’s Bank ”. Well, what 
can be a State Bank, if you read tin* White Paper sebeme and note the 
Gov(*rnor Gen(*ral’s powers under it, but a Government P»ank, 
dominated by the Governor General ? That must' incidentally he an 
argument in favour of the present Shareholders' Bank. How(*ver, 1h(>se 
who honestly want a Government liank know the Governor General’s 
connection has not been cut off from the new scheme. 

Sir, every attempt has been made to compose diffc^renees which 
arose in London and sometimes threatened to blow almost like a Joo. 

I was present in one or twr? of these controversial discussions when Sir 
Purshotamdas Thakurdas, the great stalwart of Bombay, true to his 
traditions, stuck to his guns. Then the Finance Member argued, the 
experts from England argued, and after a heated argument they saw 
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the light, nuinely, the liill before us. Even so, 1 am sure, in the 
iSelect (V)niiniltee, our friends, who have got so much of heated argu¬ 
ment and suspicion, will see that there is jdenty of light and plenty 
of wisdom in tlje Reserve Rank Bill. 

\V<* are essentially politicians on this side of this House and that 
leads me to the political, the constitutional issue. Every one has read 
the AVJjite Paper scheme. Tt may be a pity, it may be a tragedy, that 
the White* Paper scheme has placed us on the horns of a dileiiima, but 
w(‘ have got t(» face the realities. Those who want, central responsibility 
to come pari passu with f)rovincial re.sponsihility cannot stand uii on 
the floor of the House and ]nit obstael<*s in the way of the establish¬ 
ment of the Res(*rve Ibnik. If you want central respruisibility. says 
The White Jhiper. y(ni must agree to the setting up of a Reser\’e 
Hank. Even without that }>rovision, I would have agreed t<» a Reserve 
Rank. Our leaders in days gom* by, the late Pandit Motilal Xehrii. 
Pandit .Madan Median Malaviya, atid otln*rs did not dis])ntt* the ne(*essity 
for a R<*serv<* liank. They realised it eveui bed'oee tin* Whit'* Paper 
schenu* was on the horizon : anrl, therefore, if they did not dispute 
that fact, I do not s(‘e why we should dispute it by xwessing this motion 
t(* a division. (.1 roirr : “ We do not dis])ute that fact.’’) It will not 
find it cfinriot be* pressed to a division after this In^althy confession of 

tlie* organiser in chi»*f of the* lu'w ])(*moeratic J*arty (Mr. R. Das) 

which I wish all success in the Select Committee. 

Sir. 1 ])crsoiially do not propose to labour the objection to the 
]»rovision in the White Ihipor scheme, because India wants a Reserve 
Rank, India which is far and away in its financial conditions, in its 
fiiuiiicial possibilities, in its financial c<piilibrium. head and shoulders 
superior to many other countries in these times wliieh can boast of a 
Reserve Rfuik. That being so, we must have a Reserve Bank, and if 
1 advocate a Shfireliolders’ Rank as preferabh* to ;i JStati* Rank, it is 
because notliing that has been said in this House or outside, nothing 
tliat hfis been recorded in the Bill can prevent this country, if it so 

clioo.ses. after the experience of a Shareholders' liank, from going in 

for a State Rank. The State will always have adeipiate powers for 
tliaf pnrpo.se. Instead of starting with a State Rank, and tin* State 
Rank failing to fulfil e\{»eetatiuns and regenerating as a Shareholders’ 
Rank, it will be far Viet ter to .start with a Shareholders’ Piank ; and if 
experience proves and suggests fliat we should have a State Bank 
instead, we can have State Rank. It is a matter on wliieh there can 
be no dis]>nte and, I am snn*, wlieii the Finance Member rises to speak 
in liis seat or rises to discuss in Select (’ommittce. ho will make this 
p(>int fibsolntely clear. 

Sir. we have been atlai'ked iiol only in prose. Init also in poetry 
It was that banking ])jilriot or ])afriotie banker, Mr. Vidya Sagar 
Pandya, who reminded this House of a procession in London, a bridal 
procession tliat wend<*d its way from India across the blaek waters. 
Sir, I was in this bridal proe<»ssion. 1 was not a member of the 
Reserve Bank Committee. I have no aspiration,—he said there were 
aspirants galore on the floor of this House,—for a place on the Joint 
Select Committee. Therefore, I can-^peak with a et‘rtain amount of 
disintere.stediiess. Tlie attitude of the Honourable the ]\Iover of the 
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circulation motion who believes in delaying:, sweet, reluctant, amorous 
delay (Laiigrhter), is worthy of a bridegroom outside a bridal pro¬ 
cession. These lines struck me as he rose and spoke. 

“ Fresh n.s a bridegroom and his chin new reap’d 
Showed like a stubble-land at harvest time ; 

Ho was perfumed like a. milliner 
And ’twixt liis finger and his thumb be held 
Paper sheets which ever and anon 
He gave his nose and took awav again.” 

As for Sir George Schuster, he can have the satisfaction that towards 
the close of his oflfieial ear(‘er as Finance Member, be is l(*aving for bis 
and our eountry, be lias served to the best of bis ability and bis light, 
a rich legacy. Well may bo feel : 

‘ * When I’m not thanked at all, I’m thanked enough ; 

1 ’ve done my <luty and I ’v(‘ done no more. ’ ’ 

Mr. A. Das (Benares and Gorakhpur Divisions : Non-Mubanimadan 
Rural) : Sir, at the fag end of this debate and suffering from tin* dis¬ 
advantages of being furthest aw'ay from you and not: belonging to 
any party, I am obliged to yon for giving me this ()p])ortunity to speak 
a few" words on this important subject. T w’ish. Sir. that everybody in 
this House liad taken the hint w"hieh you gave the otlier day of fixing 
a time limit. That Avould liave saved inueh of the time being w"asted 
and fireveiited also much of tlie repetition, and other Members would 
have had no gri(‘vane('. I for oiu* strietly wdsli to follow- it and that 
is wdiy T have kept the w"at(*h before me and I am not taking more than 
15 minutes, or less, if possible. Sir, T bav(* been connected w-itli several 
local banks in the ca])aeity of a Director for a number of years, but I 
prefer to speak on this (pieslion more as a lay Member than as one w-ho 
has bad experience of details. 

I rise to oppose this motion for eireulation and, in doing so, T w-ish 
to thank the Finanee Menibc*r for bis efforts in England and bore, in 
order to put our eountry under a sure financial credit and to safe¬ 
guard it. T claim that it is due to bis efforts and also to the Govern¬ 
ment of India that at one time when the securities of India bad gone 
dow’n about 50 per cent. «Mnd it w-as rather at a low- ebb. now- they have 
gone up to about ^^5 yier cent. : and T think it is the credit of this country, 
guided by the able Finance Member and sup])orted by tin* English 
banks, tliat no sooner a loan is opened than it is more than over- 
snbseribod. 

One tiling is im])ortant : whatever the future constitution of thus 
counta*.y may be, tlie important thing is the connection wdth England. T 
am one of those wdio think that for some time to come, bow-ever advanced 
India may bo, in order to be a safe and financially sound eountry, it is 
essential that it slionld keep up its connection with England at least for 
a number of dec^ides. If tliat is the correct view’—and I liopc otliers will 
agree with me in this view—tlien I think it* is all the more important that 
a Reserve Bank should be established which would be independent of any 
political atmosphere and will be guided on safe financial principles. It 
would be necessary for a few moments to go into the history of legisla- 
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tion on this point. It is a fairly old one*, and the question has been dis¬ 
cussed in public and outside, and no object will be served by delaying 
this motion any further and passing the niolion for circulation. The 
history of legislation for a lieserve Hank may be brieflj^ siiniinarised. 
Il is as old as IH.'hi when a seheirn* was submitted to the Ilourd of 
Uir(*etors of tju? East India (dmpany in order to liave a Reserve Hank. 
The idea was of a Central Hank of India, and certain advantages were 
l)()inted out for the scheme. They were that it would facilitate the 
use of English caj)ital and finance English commerce, tlial it would 
give stability to tin* monetary system of India and that it would be 
conv(‘nient to the East India Compa?iy in eonn(*{'Tion with its own 
financial ai*rangements. That proposal fell through. Then, in 1920, 
there was an Interiuitional Conferenee held at Hruss'*Is and they re¬ 
commended that in countries where th(‘re is no (.’entral Hank of issue, 
one should be established. This has been put in ]>ractiee in various 
I'hiropean (‘ounlries, and T am glad that our country also is going in 
for it. In 1920, also, as we all know, this Imperial Hank of India wa.s 
established and the three Presidency Hanks were amalgamated into 
one. In 192:*>, we had tin* Rr>yiil C’ommission on Indian curn*iiey and 
exchange, and it was presided over by Mr. Hilton-Young. That Com¬ 
mit te(‘ went iiit(> this question and the report f)f the Commission was 
submitted in August, ltt2b. Tin* Coinmittfe recommended among other 
things the ereation of a C(*ntral or Reserve Hank wbieh, in their opitiion, 
should b(* a Sharebold(‘rs’ Hank. We must bear this in mind when 
we decide whether it is to be a Shareholders' Hank or a State Hank ; 
and they also staled another v(‘ry important point which is also under 
discussion today, that the Hank should })e immune from political 
infllienee. Lastly, they also said that no Member of the ('.mneil of 
State oi* of the L<‘gislative Assembly should aet as a nominated 
Member. Then, in 1927, we bad the Hill of Sir Hasil Hlaekf*tt which was 
ultimately dropped. In that eoiine(*tioTi T would invite your attention 
to the fact that the question of the Reserve Bank formed tin* basis of 
discussion in tin* Session at Delhi in January, 1927. and the Gold 
Standard and Reserve Hank qu(*'<tions Avn-e discussed together. The 
then Finance M(*niher moved the Bill for establishing a Rest*rve Hank 
for India and there it was brought out that the eiirreney (jiiestion wa.s 
intimately eonneeted with the R»*serve Hank, and that is why I say 
that the two eaniud he separated. One of the points urged then—and 
I think it holds good today—was that the estahlishment of a Reser\’e 
Bank will add enormously to the im])ortanee and influenee of India's 
position in the finaneial counsels of tlie world wh(*u the Keserve Bank 
takes its jilaee side by side with the other great central hanks of the 
Empire ami of the United States and elsewhere. It was also shown then 
that the Imperial Bank of India, which came into existence in 1920, when 
the three Presidency Banks wore amalgamated into one. If has been 
in (‘xisteiiee now for thirteen years ; and can it he denied that it has 
hel]u*d considerably to foster many Indian industries, particularly 
sugar in my part of the country .’ I wish to say here a word against 
the criticism which has been pronounced again.st the Imperial Bank 
that the .shareholders have no voice. I a.sk, whose fault is it ? The 
Directors are chosen by flu* shareholders and if the shareholders do not 
wish li) assert them«:e!ves, it is not the fault of the Bank. Bm look at 
the devidend they are paying. They are paying over 14 per cent., and 



1518 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


[13th Sept. 1933. 


[Mr. A. Das.] 

the value of their shares has gone up four or five times. Does it or does 
it not speak for the good conduct of the Bank V 

Coming back to that Committee, that Bill was op])osed by Sir 
Purshotamdas Thaknrdas and Mr. Birla ; and, if we are to keep our 
connection with England, it seems to be inevitable for tin* present that 
we will have to follow in the matter of the gold standard what England 
is doing. Having regard to the very large amount of foreign capital 
invested here, whether it be for good or otherwise of this country, we 
have to follow it. 

TJicn there is the point about the share capital. The Bill provitles 
that it should he subscribed in India and that the representatives of 
the shareholders should b(‘ the majority of the Directors. I should 
imagine that it will be more in the interests of the country than to 
have any foreign capital included in it. 

You also. Sir, took pari in that discussion in 1927, and although you 
did not agree about the going off from the gold standard, you W(*re 
definitely of opinion that so far as the constitution of the l{(*serve Bank 
IS concerned, you whole-heartedly welcomed the proposals in so far as 
it aims at co-ordinating the curr(*ney and the credit policies of the 
country. You further said that the control of tht* curr(*ncy policy and 
credit policy should be placed in the hands of an independent hank, 
which this Bill also enacts. Then, in 1929, the Gov(‘rnment appointed 
a Committee to enquire into the banking conditions in India and they 
made certain recommendations on certain assumptions which were to 
the effect : that the Reserve Bank should be established by an Act of 
the Indian Legislature ; that the capital of the Bank should be jiro- 
vided by the State ; that the Bank would be under Indian control, ami 
that it would be free from interference, executive or legislative, in its 
day to da.v administration. Then, another attemx)t was made to intr< - 
duce that Bill, but finally it was dropped. In 1933, we all know that 
£ Committee was appointed and we have the report of the London Com¬ 
mittee before this Iloiise. Here 1 wish to decry, as far as I can, the 
policy and utterances of those who want to go behind the sacred agree¬ 
ments and the debts which have been entered into by this eountrv. 
Nothing, to my mind, is more detrimental to tin? sound financial position 
of any country than to decry and go hack upon j)ast solemn obligations. 
We have to state the facts as they are. We have to stand by all the 
obligations that have been made in the past. Tf we will do away with 
those obligations whicli were made by thos<' wlio were in power at tlie 
time, how is it likely that the future obligations will be respected by 
those who will enter into them now. 

Another important point is. we have to work the new Constitution, 
whether tliat Constitution be for good or bad,—many think it is for bad, 
but still some think it is for good. But be that as it may, it is certainly 
some improvement on tht; old Constitution, and we are going to have it 
in India, whether it be for good or bavl, and so long as our connection 
with England continues, it is onr duty to work it as best as we can and 
make it a success. 
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Sir, I have already submitted that the currency question and the 
question of the State Bank are closely connected, and we cannot 

have one without the other. It was brou{?ht out very forcibly in 1927, 
and in the Select Committee there were many important Members. I 
am frlad lliat Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas is also a ^Member of this 
Select Committee. 

Then, Sir, 1 wish to say a word or two more—because 1 find I have 
got only five minutes more to finish. I do think that there should be 
proper safeguards hitrodiiced into the Bill in order to help industrial 
and agricultural c(*nc«^rns. One other thing which I see introduced in 
the Bill is that, the U. P. has been ignored entirely in that there is no 
local Committee mentioned in the Bill. The U. P. is a very important 
trading centre, and, especially with the development of the sugar 
industry, T think it is only fair that a local Committee should be 
appointed for the TT. P., and it may be located in one of the important 
centres of the U. P., either at Lucknow or at Allahabad, I don’t mind 
which, but I certainly think that the P. P. should have a local Committee 
of its own, because it is a very important trading centre, and parti¬ 
cularly the sugar industry in the next few years will make such great 
developments that I trust members of the Select Committee will see 
that a local (’ommittee is appointed for P. W(* have* alread.v spent 

much time on this Bill, ami I commend it to the Members of the House. 
Th(*re is one other suggestion that I wish to make, and that is, the .Select 
Committee should not be confined to Members of this House and the 
Council of State. Tliis is a measure on which depends the future life 
of <uir country f(*r a long number of years. T would, therefore, sug- 
gt*st that on this (’ommittee there should be not only members of both 
the Houses, but there should be the best financial brains in the country 
that may be available ; they should be co-opted as members so that %ve 
may have the benefit of their advice, and when the Bill emerges finally 
from tin* Select Committee we may have the opinion of not only the 
Members of both the Houses, but also the opinion of the best financiers in 
India. With these few words. Sir. I support the motion ami oppose the 
amendment. 

Mr. B. Das (Orissa Division : Non-Miihammadan) : Sir, I am 
partieiilarly gratified to speak at this stage, as I was very anxious to 
hear the four representatives who represent vested interests in this 
House. We heard our friend, Mr. Mody, Sir, and I take this opportunity 
on behalf of the cajiitalists and opportunists to congratulate him on his 
able defence of an imlefensible proposition in defence of the Government 
of India. Then we heard our friend. Sir Cowasji Jehangir, who repre¬ 
sents the vested interest of the Indian capitalists. Then came my friend. 
Sir Leslie Hudson, representing the vested capitalistic interests of 
Eiin.peans. Sir, you ami T were at Geneva, and we knew that when it 
affeels the interests of tlie capitalists, the employers all over the world 
combine—against whom ?—against the Governments, against the nations 
of the world and the people of the world. Then we heard the nominated 
representative Mr. Sarma. Well, he spoke in his Master’s voice like a 
gramophone. His constitiieney is Government. I do not want to take 
any notice of the nominated Members of this House. I want Mr. Sarma 
to stew in his own juice. 

Mr. R. S. Sarma : You will also be nominated very soon. 
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Mr. B. Das : Now, Sir, spoakiiigr in Sir (\)wasji Johanpir’s words, 
as a doniO('rat of domocrals, 1 snp]>ort Iho ])rinoi])l(' of tho Bill. It* it be 
the principle tliat there sliouUl be a Heserve Bank for India, 1 sup])ort it. 
Al the same lime, 1 wafil to know whaf my friend, the Finance Member, 
has to say, as to wlietlier the idea to liave a State Bank or a Share¬ 
holders’ Bank, is also part of the principle of the Bill. If that is so, 
then we, democrats, ojipost* this motion before the House. Sir, this 
Keserve Bank which my friend had the jirivilejre to introduce and for 
v.diich he receiv(‘d so many con.£:ratulations, even from my fricuid, 
Mr. Kaiijia Iyer,— I have not <rot the time to quote his speeches wldch 
h(- made in 1927—is a bo«rns Keserve Bank. Is that the Reserve Bank 
with a (iold Standard Currency which Sir Basil Blackett introtliicj'd in 
1927 ? My llonnurahle l‘ri(‘nd. tlie Finance ]\lember, says there should be 
no ]ioliti(*al influence. AVas t!.e?*e n*> political intlinn'ce -cxei-cised on belialf 
of the (lovernnient of India in 1927 ? Wliat hap])ened when the Ratio 
Bill \\as seen throuch ? Tlnu’c was my friend. ]\Ir. Jamnadas 31{‘hta, 
and lie cepeated it on the floor of I Ids House, that pettycoal influences, 
dancing'' jrirls and Shori influences were use<l by tlH‘ Hovernment to rush 
tlie Bill tlirouizh. 1 am merely repeating; what lias becui r(‘peateil s(» often 
on the floor of this House. Then what happiuied ? 

Mr. K. C. Neogy f Daeca Division : Non-Muhammadan Kural) : That 
is no jiolilical influence ! 

Mr. B. Das : 1 am sorry. 1 tliouirhl it was political influence. 
Petticoat influence is part of the political influcnc,»* oxcrcist*d hy the 
Gttvernmenl then tliroujrh their whips. 

,Aii Honourable Member : It was social influence. 

Mr. B. Das : All right, but 1 say that political inflnenee was 
exercised then, and Sir Basil Blackett had to resign, because In* agreed 
M'ith the Joint Conimitlce Rc])orl of 1927 that the Reserve Bank sliould 
be a State Bank. My friend, the Finance Member, knows it. If he 
does not know it, let him ask his as.sislants to look iij) the files. “ At 
This statg(* ”,—this is from one of his eminent Professors whom he 
occasionally <piot(;s on the flocu* of this House—“ At this stage, the 
Secretary of State for India cabled from London and pul his foot down 
firmly on tin* negotiations ])roceeding among the various groups in the 
Assembly. The Finance Member stated in the Legislative Assembly 
on the 8th Sejitember 1927, that the Governimmt had decided not to pro- 
cc*ed witJi tlu! further consideration of the Idll during tliat S(;.ssion.” 
Sm’, 1 shall quote another line. “ Sir Basil PJackett tendered his resig¬ 
nation. which was refused, and a commuidquc, dated 27lh October, was 
issued from Simla to the effect that Sir Basil Blacket was ])roceeding 
on special duty to England on 29Th October for the ])urp()se of discuss¬ 
ing witli the Secretary of State the details of a jdan for the constitution 
of the Reserve Bank on the basis of share capital ”. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shanmukham (’hetty) : What 
book is that ? 

Mr. B. Das : Sir, I am quoting from the Economic Journal —Decem¬ 
ber Issue, 1928. The writer is Professor (1. Findlay Shirras, wlu) is 
the oflkrial writer on many matters of finance. 1 do not know whether 
the present Finance Member is fond of quoting him as Sir Basil Blackett 
used to quote him very often on the floor of this House. 
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Sir, we all know that Sir Basil Blackett was a^yainst the IHd. ratio. 
He eouUl not tender his resignation at that time, but he received a tele- 
^^ram from Wliitehall or from the Bank of Enj^land and he had to fix 
th(‘ ratio at 18d. I am only illustrating how political influences are 
exercdscd from Whitehall. i*olitical influence is contained in the White 
Paper j)rop()sals and under those j>ro])osal.s, my Honourable friend brings 
forward this Bill and yet he wants that there should be no political 
intlncjice from this side of the House. My Honourable friend, Sir 
Cowasji Jehangir, whose absence 1 dejilore, as everybody (*ls(* deplores, 
has gone back after delivering his speech. He only talked of 1928 Bill, 
lie forgot or probably he was out of India in 1927. He forgot the 
denunciation and condemnation of the action of Whitehall and the Gov¬ 
ernment of India iji refusing to go on with a State Bank. Much argu¬ 
ment has been advanced why it should be a State Bank, but the last 
sp(‘e(:h that was delivered for a Shareholders’ Bank was delivered by m 3 ’ 
lio!iourable friend. l\Ir. Kanga Iyer. 1 tried to be convinced, because he 
is one (»f m\' most intimate friends, but I could not be convinced. 1 do 
not like to advance any argument frcmi this sirle of tin* House ; I Avill 
only (piot<‘ one paragraph from a person who is held in verv higii 
respeci tlirouLdioiit India and by every Member of this House. I refer 
to you. Sir. (Cbeiu’s. ) 1 only (piote a ri‘W lin<‘.s from 3 'oiir .speech which 

you (lelivcriMl on the floor of this House in 1927 on tlie 30th August. 

I hope my Jlonoiiraljle friend. Sir George Schuster, will have the same 
r(‘s]>cct as h(* has f(n* your views at other times and accept this ojunion 
of yours. Or let him <*xplain t<» us wliy lie is going contrary to your 
opinion : 

“ Our having a sharchoMers’ bank is this ; wo cannot keep 

niombcrs representing Kurct}u‘an eoniniereial interests fruin being shart‘la>liiers ir. siieli a 
bank. .And whelher onr ap|irfhensi(iii is right or wrong, the impression renujins that 
the iiUerests re]»resente.l b,\ Kuropean eonnniTeia] men come very often ilirectly into 
eonUh l witli tlu* interests repiisented by Indian eoninieree. And so long as that state 
of IT.'i'is <(intinijes it is not possible for ns to .agree to any .scheme whitdi would hand 
over the nianagenienl of tin* v'litire tinancijil system of our country to foreign capitalists. 
Eveii if the nianagenieiit of the linanehil system <»f the country were to be entrusted 
to i.idian cjtpitalists, 1 would still have some objection to such a course.” 

I am vcr.v grateful to ,vou that you have tarred with the same brush 
the Indian capitalists : 

“ 1 do m»l want that on an important coiieern like this vested interests should be 
created. Por we all know as a result of the experience of almost every stock 

conceT*!!, not merely in India but .all over the world, that the control exereistd by the 
sm.all shareholder is absolutely negligible if not non-existent.” 

1 would say that a Daniel has conic to judgment : 

” The managing agents or directors of any joint stock company will tell you how 
inolfective and unreal the general eoiitrol of the shareholders of the affairs of a corpora- 
tn>n is. ” 

]\rr. Vidy’a, Sagar Pandx’a said tlie same thing, but m.v capitalist 
friend. Sir Cowasji Jchatigir, himself a Bank Director, as his revered 
father, the Baronet, is one, pooli-i)Oohed him : 

” It is, therefore, no use to say that provisions might be made in the Bill to ensure 
that persons should not be allotted more than :i cerUiin number of shares, thereby safe¬ 
guarding against the passing of control into the hands of a few capitalists.” 

T am ver.y grateful for these few lines which sum up m\’ own 
views in the matter as well as that of the Opposition. 

Mr. 0. 8. Iyer : Ma.v I ask the Honourable Member if a 

similar view was not expressed by Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas ? 
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Mr. B. Das : Thank you. 1 was coming to my friend, Sir Purshotam- 
das Thakurdas, and 1 thank you for it. 

Mr. 0. S. Ranga Iyer : As my Honourable friend thanks me for it, 
may I ask wliat authority he has got to iiresiiiue that yon, Sir, would not, in 
tJie* changed circumstances, hai’c held views that* Sir Purshotamdas 
Tliakurdas now holds 1 

Mr. B. Das : TJie Chair has no polities today and let us leave 
aside the Chair, and let us talk of ordinary mortal men. Why my 
ilonoiirahle friend. Sir Ihirshotamdas Thakurdas, anil Mr. A. Kanga- 
swanii Aiyaiigar adopted the course they have done is known to gods 
and to those who attended this London (.'ommitlee. But Sir Purshotam¬ 
das Thakurdas has not yet issued a statement to the country, to tlie 
Indian press to convince us as to his judgment in that cold atmosphere 
of the India Office and in that sweet, probably entertaining atmosphere 
that was provided by the British Government. 

An Honourable Member : You suggest dancing girls in London V 

Mr. B. Das : .and why he changed his attitude. But it has 

been a surprise to me, and 1 take my hat off to Lala Ram Saran Das 
for sticking to his gun, and that he has not been influenced by Whitehall 
or Mr. Montagu Norman wlio seems to be the miracle worker in London. 
Until Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas comes out publicly, I must think 
that he has been misled by the atmosphere that London brings. 

1 do not want to go very much into details, but L will only r«efer to 
one aspect of tlie question to which the Finance .Membcir has referred. 
He was particularly happy that the present linaneiil i)Osition of Gov¬ 
ernment reserves was satisfactory. He said that the reserve which is 
provided in the Bill requires 89.88 crores, and, for that, he has pot 
Ks. 44.49 crores in gold and Rs. 38.16 crores in sterling securities, a 
total ojf Rs. 82.65 crores, and he needed only Rs. 7 crores. I cannot 
understand the Finance Member when in one breath he says the Gov¬ 
ernment are bankrupt and are running at a deficit, and in another 
breath he says the financial position, the banking position of the Gov¬ 
ernment is very sound. The Bill of 1927 provided a re.serv^e of Rs. 103 
to 110 crores, I would like to be corrected by the Finance Member if 
I am wrong. It wanted to provide Rs. 110 crones of gold in restTves, 
and then 8ir Basil Blackett was scratching his liead, so to say, as to how 
to get that money. And in private he used to talk to us : “ Let us 
float a Gandhi loan and get gold so that we may have the gold reserve 
necessary for a Gold Standard Reserve Bank. But my Honourable 
friend, who is responsible for the flight of Rs. 150 crores of gold from 
India, f^els ver^’ happy that he has got Rs. 40 crores of gold, and out 
of those 40 crorpR he knows it ■well that Rs. 9 or 10 crores happen to 
be distress gold. And what has my Honourable friend done to keep 
the 150 crores of distress gold that took flight ? lie is feeling veiy 
happy. On the silver tokens in the country for every rupee which is 
worth only five annas to the ordinary common man he has pocketed 
eleven annas, and no rupee redemption fluid is to be provided. The 
assurances given by dozens of his predecessors were all set at nought. 

My friend gloats over it. He is happy he has got 
**’•**• ^ crores of gold and only 9 crores is needed to have 

a sound Reserve Bank so as to ensure the credit of the successor of my 
friend, of the India Office with the British Government. They talk about 
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llie new Constitution. I would rather have no new Constitution for India 
when tills sort of muddling of the finances of India goes on. What did 
8ir Malcolm Hailey, one of his predecessors, did ? He sold reverse 
councils and squandered away 200 to 1300 crores of rupees. Sir 13asil 
Ulackett did no less in another way by his ratio policy. My friend him¬ 
self has also squandered away Hs. .‘10 to oO crores of iiajier ciiri*ency reserve 
and also the money from the sales of silver. Yet, here, the Bill provides 
lhat part of the silver lioard will remain with the Government of India 
for the gamliles of the future Finance Member or the future Financial 
Adviser who will be an omnipotent, sacrosanc5t, non-voted gentleman as 
provided in the White J^qier. He will deal with finances in any way he 
likes. I would like the Government to justify their financial policy and 
sliow to this House whether they have got a consistent i)olicy. Finance 
3I(‘ml)ei‘s may come and Finance Members may go, but the poor taxpayer 
remains to foot the Bill of extravagance of every Finance Meml>e.r. 

.Many of the details of this Bill will be gone into in the S(»l(*et (Join- 
mil tee. The little interlude between two capitalists, Sir Cowasji Jehangir 
and JMr. ]Mo<ly, was a jileasant surprise to many of us. I do hope, the 
Honourable the Finance Member has read the editorial in the Stnivsnian 
of ('alcutta and also tin* of Calcutta, where they said that they 

c(>uld not understand why there should be a fixity of ratio as stated in 
the White Paper proposals or a.s stated in the Reserve Bank Bill. Of 
course nobody wants to disturb the present conditions about exchange* or 
currency. Here T should like to congratulate my Honourable friend on 
the action he took on the 17th Sejitember, 1931, before he got his master’s 
order wliieh asked him to tie the rupee to the chariot wheel of the sterling. 
T am ver^’ grateful to the Sfafes^najt and also to the Capital for suggest¬ 
ing to the English P^inaiice Member of the Government of India to allow 
the rupe(' the same fluetuation as the Goveniment of South Africa and 
Australia have for their currencies. Those are Dominion Governments. 
They can defy the British Government. But my Honourable friend at 
every stage follows the dictates of the British Chancellor of the Exche<pier 
01 - the Bank of England whatever that might be. 

I will now refer to the Imperial Bank of India. I agree witli the 
criticisms that have been levelled against the Tmj)erial Bank of India. The 
Imporial Bank of India may have Indian capital, but it is British managed. 
It lias done very little to develop the trade and commerce of India. Very 
often it has h<*cn stated on the floor of this House that it financt‘S mostly 
British busino.ssmen in India.. It seldom does that in the case of Indian 
indu.stries and Indian trade. My Honourable friends of the Treasury 
Bencli very ofUm tell us that there will 'be a new Heaven when India gets 
jirovineial autonomy. AVhy are you allowing the Imperial Bank of India to 
continue its worse traditions of the past ? It lias always stood against 
Indian industries and Indian commerce and Indian trade. Why do you 
allow it to perjietuato its vested interests for another 25 years ? Are 
there not co-operative banks ? Are there not Indian owned banks 1 
I would object to any concession given to the Imperial Bank wherever an 
Indian owiied bank exists. They .should liave the same facilities as the 
Imperial Bank. Incidentally T will refer to Schedule II. No bank which 
is owned by Japan should be included in this Schedule and Jio foreign 
bank, French or any other .bank, that, does not belong to the British 
Empire, should be included in Schedule TI of the Reserve Bank Bill. 
Ea^:tl.v, I will say one word why T am opposed to a Shareholders’ Bank. 
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The representative of the Democratic Party in the Joint Select Com¬ 
mittee Avill oppose it tooth and nail. I do not know Iioav my Honourable 
friend is j?oing to have his 14 members elected by this House, but 1 am 
sure he will get it packed. If we fail in our fig'ht to have a State Bank, 
the Shareholders’ Bank should be so framed that it would not i)romote the 
vested interests of Bombay or Calcutta, and your speech, Sir, which I took 
the liberty of quoting, sums up the whole i>osition. Therefore, 1 say, 
divide up India into provincial territorial units and do not allow’ tlie sn\all 
sh.'ii-ehoJders in the villages to be influenced by the capitalists of CalcutTa 
and J>oii:hay and, even in the matter of choice of Directorate, I wajil There 
should be one Director to every province, Ix^sides the iTepresentation of 
provincial co-operative banks as was done in the lfl27 Joint Select Com¬ 
mittee .re})ort. We do not Avant to hand over our banking affairs to Cal¬ 
culi a plutocrats nor to Sir Leslie Hudson and Sir Pursholamdas 
Thakurdas of Bombay, lioAvever iiitimab* and personal friends they may 
be and hoAV(*A’er inriniately 1 may be <*oniiect(‘d in business niattiTs with 
one or other of them. I am very much indebted to my friend, Sardar 
Sant Singli, who reminded me that it Avas a strange coincidence that wlnui- 
cver the (jovernnnuit ol' India brouglit out a Reserve Bank Bill, there 
was a flood in Orissa. In 1927, Avhen the House tlirew out the Kes(*rvt* 
Bank Bill, it took the opportunity to send a message of symptithy to 
Orissa and my Triend was asking Avhether, owing to the floods in Orissa 
this yesir. the Reserve Bank Bill will also he tlirown out. 

>Sir, as I said at the beginning, I am for a Restuwe Bank, but I loath 
the Sharehold<*rs’ Bank Avhieh Avill he controlled by the eapitalists, be they 
Indians or Europeans. They AA’ill neA’er look after the industries, the 
trade and the coiimierce and the interests oF the agriculturists for which 
the .State must exist. WliatCA-er my Honourable friend itiay do. iet him 
remember that the lb‘ser\’e Bank, be it a State Bank or the (JoA’ernment 
Bank, miisl be a national hank. The plutocrat friends of n'm(‘, including 
the nominated ropresentativos of the (iovemment, do not and cannot think 
in terms of nationalism. They always think as to bow far tlieir ov,n 
interests Avill be safeguarded and how’ much money they will themselve> 
be able to make. My Honourable friend, Sir CoAvasji Jebangir, or Ids 
sacred clique or the EuroiTcan clique will manage to become the Directors 
of the lieseiwe Bank by using some subtle influem^e Avhich my Ilonourahle 
friend. Sir Ceorge SchiLster, may not understand, but the country und(T- 
stamls and the c(*untry knoAVs Iioav tlu'y Jiave managed to be the 
Directors of the lm}>erial Bank. Sir, I loath that system and, therefore, 

1 Avant a national Rcseiw’c* Bank. 

Several Honourable Members : The question may now be put. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shanmukham Chetty) : The 
question is tliat the question may now be put. 

The motion was adopted. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : Sir, I think it is perhaps as 
well that you have not got a Mr. C. Das to call upon. (Laiightt^r.) When 
my Honourable friend spoke about the floods in Orissa, I thought that a 
little bit of the Orissa flood has over-flown into this House. (Laughter.) 
But iny Honourable friend’s flood of eloquence noAv being concluded, the 
task falls to me in a very short time at my disposal to wind uj) this debate. 
Naturally, I would have liked to reply to a great many points that haA^e 
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been made in the course of this debate as they were being made. But obvi¬ 
ously the time Ibr that is the discussion in the Select Committee, when 
ve can meet points as they are made, exchange views and, I hope, arrive 
at a general agreement. 1 think, reviewing the tliree days’ debate, I have 
very little to comi)lain of at least the quality of the speeches which have 
been made. As regards the quantity, perhaps I might have desired a 
some^vhal shorter period for sitting through. If there is one speech that 
I would criticise—J am sorry that the Honourable Member who made it 
is not liere—it is the speecii made by my Honourable friend from Madras, 
Mr. Vidya Sagar Pandya. 1 do not think it is unfair to describe that 
speech as a general exercise in mud slinging at Directors of Banks, past, 
present and future. Now, Sir, I think that there is very little to be gained 
by that sort of j)rocess. We do not want to discuss this matter in an at¬ 
mosphere of ill-will and suspicion. If Honourable Members want to use 
those methods, they will find jdenty of people to meet them with the same 
methods in England, l^ut those who have been responsible for framing 
these proposals are, 1 think 1 may claim, those who believe in India and 
v;ho honestly wish to work for those ideals which inspire all Honourable 
Members opposite. These proposals have been conceived and discussed in 
London in an atmosi)herc of trust and understanding and I should like 
to transfer that atmosphere to the discussions which are coming on here. 

Sir, we have heard a good deal said about the London Committee. 
It has been described as a ])acked Coimnittec. 1 do not think that anyone, 
who looks down the list of the names oi ihv members of that Ccunmittee, 
can honestly sustain that charge. If we had gone out of our way to choose 
j)eoi)le who were bold enough to attack Government and w^ho had the abi¬ 
lity to attack Government elfectively, I do not think we could have chosen 
better men tlian those wlio actually went to London. Now, Sir, one of 
the speakers opi)Osite—J think it was Mr. Thampan—accused the Govern¬ 
ment of having brushed aside the recommendations of the Joint Committee 
which sat on tJie earlier Bill. We had in that London Committee three— 
1 think 1 am fair in so describing them—three of tlie most able members 
of iliat former Commit te<*—iMr. Kaiigaswami Iyengar, Sir Purshotamdas 
Thakurdas and Sir Phiroze Scthiia. All those three members took part 
in our discussions and, on the main issues, all were in complot.? agreement 
with the conclusions. \V<* had other representative men from India, 
representing all interests, lepreseiitiiig all Parties in this House, and they 
all agreed with the main coiielusioiis- If now we come forward with a 
Bill based on those conclusions, then, Sir, it is not fair to accuse us of hav¬ 
ing lightly brushed aside the earlier recommendations. Then, Sir, there 
is another point arising out c>f the speech of ni^ Honourable friend, 
Mr. Vidya Sagar Pandya. I do not wish to deal with all his points, but 
Hiere are certain points which 1 cannot let pass without some mention. He 
went through a list of the Imperial Bank Directors and drew conclusions 
for the future, very dispartiging to the chances of this Reserve Bank, 
from the fact that a number of Directors maintained their posts as Direc¬ 
tors of the Imperial Bank for a long series of years. Sir, I think that if 
the Reserve Bank of the future can obtain the services—I would say the 
long and continuous services—of men like Sir Dinshaw Wacha, Sir 
^'laneckji Dadabhoy, Sir Rajendra Nath Mukherji and Sir Purshotamdas 
Thakurdas,—^then that Bank will be very fortunate indeed. One of the 
great practical difficulties in the future—and my Honourable friend, 
Mr. Mody, referred to it— will be to secure Directors of first class ability 

1j87ISLAP * 
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and experience for the lleserve Bank. With all the limitatiojis tJiat have 
to be imposed on their selection, that will be a very diflicult task. 1 hope 
that if the Reserve Bank is able to secure Directors of the class of the 
four Indians whom 1 have mentioned, it will retain their services for the 
natural period of their lives or at least for the period of their activity and 
useful vork. 

Now, Sir, I do not think 1 need say much on this motion for circula¬ 
tion. My Honourable fri(‘nd, who made the motion, told us a story. He 
said that it reminded him of the old story of peo])le who were expecting to 
meet a bride in a palanquin and, when they withdi-ew the currains, tlujy 
found a cat. If this is a cat and not a bride, 1 do not think that the cir¬ 
culation of that cat will turn it into a bride. (Laughter.) Bui })ossibly 
my Honourable friend might be inlluenced by the oi)inioiis r(*eiuved, and 
if they all said : “ No, you are wrong; this is not a cat ; this is a bride 
he would have been prepai*ed to aeeej)t their opinions. )Sir, if my Hon¬ 
ourable friend had been here, 1 should have liked to put it to him, though 
one does not like to refei- to physical intirmities, that it was quite obvioiLs 
while he was making his speech that my Honourable friend was ratJier 
diort-sighted. (Laugliter.) 1 would have suggested to him that perhaps 
with a change of spectacles and usi‘ of his own ey(‘s, he miglit have dis¬ 
covered the truth, namely, that this is a very desirable bride and not a eat. 

At least if my Honourable friend sits on the Select Committee, 1 hope 
to be able to persuade him that that is so. 

Now, the main discussion has centred on tliis (piestion of whether it 
is desirable to have a State Bank oi* a Shareholders^ Bank or perhaps rather 
on the phrase that we have used, “ freedom from political influence 1 
do not want to say much on that, but 1 just want to put to the House in the 
very simplest terms what we understand by this j)hrase and what the essen¬ 
tial purpose is which we have souglit to prc.serve in this Bill. It is, of 
course, obvious that in modern life and in mod(*rn economic organisations, 
there are two important functions : they ar(‘ the functions of those who 
have to raise and use money and then* an* tin* functions of those wJio are 
responsible for })roduciug the actual tokens of money, the money in cir¬ 
culation. The basis of the whole jiroposal for setting np an independent 
Central Bank is to keep those two functions separate. The largest u.ser 
of money in a country is the Government, and tlie whole principle of the 
proposal is that the Government, wlH*n it w^ants money to .spend, should 
have to raise that money by fair and honest means in juvSt tlie same way as 
everj'^ private indiWdual has to raise money which he requires to spend 
for his own maintenance. If the Government is in control of the autho¬ 
rity which is responsible for exercising tiic other function, then all sorts 
of abuses can intervene. T could sy)end hours taking Honourabh* Members 
through exam])les of what has liappened very particularly in tin* conclud¬ 
ing years of the War and the years sinci* the War,—the many exarnjdes 
which there are of Governments which could not resist the fatal tempta¬ 
tion of n^dng the notp-])rinting i)ress to help them out of tlieir difficulties 
or where banks were in control of currency, of forcing the Central Banks 
to make advances to them on terms which woifld n(*ver have been admitted 
as regards private individuals. History is full, recent histf»ry particu¬ 
larly is full of examples of countries being brought into the most serious 
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li’oublts ill many casus into alisolutc chaos by that process ; and the experi¬ 
ence of all countries has jioiiited to the same conclusion and has produced a 
])ractically universal public opinion that it is desirable that the control of 
ciirrencN' and credit operations should be in the hands of an authority inde¬ 
pendent of Gov(*riim(‘nt. Now, Sir, I may be told that tliat has not been 
the case In India hitlierto. Jt is no part of my jiurpose to defend the present 
system. 1 (piite admit that in principle it is wron«r and that was admitted 
wlum the oripfinal Reserve Rank Rill was broupjht forward. Rut the need, 
if J may say so, becomes much mon* urp^ent when the responsibility for 
finance is f^oinj? to pass into the hands of a popularly (*lec1ed ministiy. A 
po])nIarly elected ministry must be much more influenced—Honourable 
Members opposite* art* always basinjr charf^es ajrainst us on that face—a 
popularly elected ministry must be much more influenced by political feel¬ 
ings and by the play and maiueiivn* of jmlitieal ])arties, while a popularly 
elec1(*d ministry cannot have that eontinnity wliieli we, as an official Govern¬ 
ment, Jiave had, and it is ess(*ntial that if the mom^tary policy of a country 
is to be suee(*ssful, it must be direeted with a eontinnity of poliey and I say, 
aj'ain, with independents* frtun the sort of political influence which might 
be brouglit ft) bear. (Hear, hear.) Now, Sir, this is not a quostimi of our 
altomj)1 ing by this means to set ii]) stune sort of alien authority in the count¬ 
ry which will diminisli the legitiniat** powers of the Indian Legislature. 
\V(‘ hope that this Rt*serve Rank will become n trusit'd ])arl t)f Indian public 
life and that it will be a truly in(lept*ndcnt institutit)n and that it will com¬ 
mand the confidence of Indian opinitm. We beli«*ve that that will bo the 
lesnlt, and 1 would go further and say that, if that is not the result, then 
the whole purpose of tlu'se ])ro])()sals will fail, b(‘causo, if that institution 
lias not got the support of Indian opinion, it will not be able effectively to 
acl as a check on the opi'rations (»f the Government of the day. It will be 
(piite impossible for the Governor Genei’al in tlie new Constitu¬ 
tion to give that institution the n(*e('ssary authority to provide the check 
and the lialanee that we want unless it lias the su]>port of indi*])ondent opi¬ 
nion bebiiid it. I trust ITononrable ]Meinbers will consider this matter in 
the light of wliat are likely to be the (conditions in the future. So many of 
the Ilononrahle Members who have spoken have s]>()k«*n under the influence 
of prejudices which have had their birth in the conditions of the past, but 
all that is going to be changed and it is in the light of the future that TTon- 
ourabh* I\Iemh(M*s should consider this matt(*r. (Hear, hear.) Now, Sir, 
if we want that independence, it se('ms to us (piite obvious that the Bank 
should l)(* inde])(Mid(*nt of the Oovornnient of the day and there is no known 
device other than that of setting up a Shareholders' Rank whi(*h, accord¬ 
ing to the ('xperienee of other eonntri('s, (*an achii've that purpose. It is in 
the hoiKvst belief that lhal is the best- dcwice which can he provided that we 
hav(' lauiK'hed these ]iroposals. Rut like all other human institutions, this 
also will not lx* ]ierfee1. It will have great diflicnltics no doubt in its early 
y('ars. It must learn by expiM’itmce ; hut if it has Indian o])inion behind it, 
tliim, 1 think, it will grow into the position which is desirable in order to 
giv(‘ a ]>r()per halaiiee to the g(meral financial poliey of the eomitry. That, 
Sir, is the nmson why Ave liaA'c piil forAvnrd th(^s(» pro])Osals and T do not 
think 1 need say anything more on that subject. 

Certain Honourable Members have put to me the question whether 
this idea of a Shandiolders’ Bank is imrt of the principle of the Bill. Sir, 
T think in its technical sense that is probably an issue which you will be 
called upon to decide if any point of order is raised at a later stage. But 
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1 lliiiik possibly the practical side of the matter is of more importjuice 
than the tlieoretieal side. As to that, 1 wish to leave Honourable Members 
in no sort of inisiuuici*standiiig as to our junsitioii. On the one hand, we 
do not wish to put a pistol at the heads of Honourable JMembers opposite 
and say to them that, after three days’ debate, they must regard thcni- 
selves as committed to the principle of a Sliareholders’ Hank, or otherwist^ 
tt) vote against tlie i^ill or to rtd'use to serve on the Ooinmitiee which may be 
elected. On the otJier hand, 1 wish to leave them under no sort of mis¬ 
apprehension that we have considered this matter very carefully, we liave 
not had three days but many months and (‘veii years to consider it and 
we can see no otlier way of aeliieving that purpose which J liave just 
described except through the method of a IShari‘liolders’ Hank. Now, 8ir, 
having said that, ^ want to say again that we certainly do not w^ant to 
exclude from this Oommittec i^ienibers wlio lake the contrary view. 1 
should w’aiit them there for two ])ur])oses, lirsl. I sliould want them there 
in order that 1 might have a ehanee of c'onvimdng them that this is the 
right idea, because. Sir, if we launch tliis measure, we want to launcli it 
with the maximum siijiport from imliaii opinion. 1 should want them there 
for a second pur])(»se and that is to discuss their objections to a Share¬ 
holders’ Hank idea in the hope that by eonsitlei'ing those objections w^e 
might find ways of meeting tliem. We do not claim that our proposals, 
as they stand, are ahsulutoly I'crlVet. We wdi*om(‘ the opjiort unity of dis¬ 
cussing them wdth tliose wJio take tlie contrary view’ in the hope that out 
of that discussion some agreed measure, w’hieh is better than our own 
original [iroposal, may emergt*. 

Now’, Sir, there is one (»ther topic ou which 1 feel it necessary to say 
something and that is tlie (piestion of the monetary system itself. I think 
f have made it clear on every occasion that 1 have spoken on this Hill that 
we do not consider that the I’alio (jnes.tion arises at all in eonneclion with 
it. We consider that this Tlesorvo Bank is a j)iecc of machinery which is 
to be set up to administer the system which is now’ going to be determined 
by the present Hill. Sir, 1 had i»re])ared some j’emarks in order to explain 
the position still more clearly, but I bad put before me just before I came 
in a leader from a pajier wliieh, 1 am sure, will coniniand the confidence 
of Honourable Memliers oijposite, and, 1 lioj>c, pcrhafis command from my 
TTonourable friend, ^Ir. H. Das, a little more confidiuice than those papers 
which ho is now* so fond of (pioting, the Statestmn and Capital, This is 
a leader from the Ilivdu of the 22nd August. The general purport of 
that leader w^as to urge Indians to eonceiitrate on the main points of our 
proposals and not to be diverted by side issues. Having started on this 
note the w’riter proceeds as follows : 

Tako, for iiistaiirc, the critir-isniM levelled .*it tiie ISr/. ratio. It is not onr purpoae 
now to enrpiire whether th.'jt ratio Iioh proved ruinous to the country and is still working 
havoc. Tt has been argued that a study of the price levels in India compared with those 
tliai have obtained in Itritain, ICiirope, the TUiited Stat<‘H and other parts of the world 
will .show that the steeper fall of the coiiiiiiodity prices in India has been due to the 
artificially high eighteen jH-rieo ratio and th;it but for gold exports our international 
baJanee-pheet ivould have stood <li.srupted beyond recognition. Granting, that this is so, 
how is that a reason for asking the Assembly not to agree to place the Bill on the 
Statute Book * without adccpial<* consideration of the various factors connected with 
the present ratio * ? The constitution of a Reserve Bank, wdiich will so regulate 
currency and credit fjs to subserve the best interests of tlie country, ought not to be 
delayed longer than is absolutely necessary ; uud for our part, we see no reason why 
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a froHh decision on the rutio question, doubtless after a prolonged enquiry, should be 
insisted on as an esHeiitial preliminary to the starting of the Reserve Bank. Today, the 
entire international monetary machiuo lias been thrown out of gear ; and the World 
Economic Conference which,* it was hoped, would n^atore something like stability to 
the disorganised currencies of the world only succeeded in making confusion w'orse 
coiifouixled showing that he who waited to attain currency stability in order to improve 
ills business would long liav(.‘ wnited in vain. One has no means of predicting w'hen the 
time propitious for securing monetary stability will arrive ; the only thing one can 
say is that it will not be in the iniiiieiliate future. Js it wisdom, iii the circmnstuucos, 
to postpone tlie inauguration of a Jt<.*servc Bank till after we succeed in our (luest for 
St: bie money f We do nut think so and we shall be only playing into the hands of 
those who—wrongly but for their own purposes—have asked with all the authority of 
British vested interests that the establishment and successful operation of a Central 
Reserve Bank arc a condition pre-requisib? for the transfer of linance into the hands 
of a responsible pojiular Federal Government, indeed, of any resjionsibiJity at the 
centre. Jf, however, the conditions for ensuring currency stability make tnemseJves 
felt sooner than we anticipate, tlie passing of the Reserve Bank Bill and the establish¬ 
ment of tlie Bank would have made the stabilisation of Indiau currency at the proper 
level not inoro diilicult, but appreciably easier. 

Tlien, there is one other passage which I should like to read. I 
aj)oIogise to the House for the length of the passages I am reading : 

One other point of criticism made of the Tjomion scheme is that by continuing 
the sterling-rupee link, Jiidian interests will stand subordinated to those of Britain. 
Now, thi:. will be so if the Indian Legislature were impotent and the Hank itself becomes 
an anti Indian body. But sucli a «levelopment is not contemplated under the reforms. 
As a matter of fact, the lieserve Hank will be constituted by an Act of the Indian 
Legislature and under its authority ; and it will have full pow'ers, subject to certain 
constitutlonal restrictions, to control and supervise its policy. Today, whether one 
wiahes it or not, the rupee is linked to sterling ; and, so long as the direction, course 
ami volurm* of India's tra<le ami iinancial transactions continue as they are at presoat, 
the rupee will ami must allow a strong tendency sensitively to react to changes in the 
pound sterling. Om* may link the rupee to any currency one likes, but the external 
value of the currency must continue to be dominated by the trade connections which it 
Bubaerves. The linking can only help to regulate* the oseillatioua where they are not 
uncontndiably violent, and should India's afliuitics show' striking ehaiigcs in the future, 
we have no doubt tlie legialjitnre then will bike the measures necessary to keep the 
eurreiicy in eonforiuitv with them, delinking it from sterling and linking it with gold 
or whatever may seem ealled for in the then eireumstances. If these faets are borne 
in mind, the course of the discussions on the proposed Bill will be ealculated to be more 
helpful ami fruitful of results than if they are ignored. 

Sir, I think that that is a very good statement of the eas 4 % made not 
exactly from my own position, but strongly reinforcing the point which 
I want this Assembly to keep in mind. So far as this Bill is concerned, 
that is all T think 1 need say on the matter ; but, as the question has been 
raised in debate and as the Preamble to the Bill itself refers to this 
question, 1 wish to say ,iust a few more words. The point of tlie passage 
in the Preamble is to indicate this—^that if a time comes when the 
leading countries get hack to an international gold standard, possibly at 
iK'w )»arities, then the Indian position will obviously have to be review'ed 
and some basis different to that of our present basis will have to be 
adopted. That alone is the intmtion which is indicated in the Preamble. 
Now. Sir, 1 do not want to say anything on the merits,—I do not W’ant 
to enter into a long discussion on the merits of our present ]H>licy. But 
1 should like just to s^iy this—that pending such review in the meanwhile 
and considering that onr main trade relations are with England and that 
all onr external obligations are in terms of sterling, there are snch enormous 
advantages in maintaining stability of the value of the rupee in terms of 
sterling that no one. who is responsible for India’s finances, can possibly 
contcin])late with a light heart disturbing that stability.. It is our duty, 
of course, as wc are linked with sterling, to take everj’^ opportunity of 
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representing to the British Government the Indian iiecdK for a rise in the 
level of prices and to press them to pursue a j)olicy to that end» That 
duty, 1 can say, we have done our best to distdiarge, and the speech of 
mine made at Ottawa which m\" Honourable friend, Mr. Tliampan, quoted 
with approval is an illustration of one occasion of the way in which we 
liave sought to discharge that duty. We have bi*cn fortunate enough to 
have two occasions recently, one at the Ottawa Conference and one at 
the World Conference in London, to meet in close consultation with the 
British authorities and with the representatives of the other Dominions. 
And, I am sure, some of our Indian colleagues, Avho were present on those 
occasions, will testify that Indians case has been well rcj)resented and re¬ 
presented with some effect. I think I may claim that wc have undoubtedly 
influenced the policy of His IMajesty’s Government, and I know that His 
Majesty’s Government are so fully apprised of our jmsition that they 
are taking our position into account in all that they do. In the mean¬ 
while amid the uncertainty which ])revails everywhere, if I look round 
the world, I find it difficult to see any surer refuge for money than the 
rupee on its present sterling basis. Now, Sir, if we are going to bring 
this scheme to fruition, if we are going fo maintain the reserves wliich 
we have already accumulated and to accumulate* further reserves, we 
must do nothing to disturb the surety of that refuge*. We contemplate 
doing nothing of that kind and I should like to warn all those who are 
desirous of speculating on a contrary event that they will be singularly 
unwise to do so. 

Now, 8ir, 1 have covered the main topics which have been raised in 
this discussion. I think 1 may take it lliat the general feeling of the 
House is that this Bill should be referred for further diseussion in the 
Joint Committee. I can onl,y tell all those Honourable Members who have 
spoken that we shall do our utmost to meet the points which they have 
raised. All I ask for is that thc 3 ' should enter those discussions with the 
sole desire of devising something which will lx* useful to the new India 
and not wuth their minds filled with ])rejndices horn in the past. With 
tliesc words, I think I can aslv the House to aj)])rove of this motion, without 
division. There is only one small point which 1 must make before I sit 
down and that is this : there stands on the ])ap<T an amendment to the 
f*ffect that the number of the members of the Committee shaJl be 28. I 
think that amendiment has not \’et been forinall\'^ moved ; hut, on behalf of 
Government, we have already said that we are pre[)ared to accept that 
amendment if it is the wish of the House to have a larger Gominittec. 
(Gheers.) 

Mr. T. N. Ramakrishna Reddi (Madras ceded Districts and Chittoor : 
Non-Muhammadan Rural) : Sir, I formally move the amendment : 

“ That in the motion, for the fi^uroM * U4 ’ tin* lij^urcs ‘ 2K * bo Hiibstitutod. ” 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shanmukham f^hetty * : Th(» 
original question was : 

“ That this AHSfnibl,v do rnooinniond to tin* fVmiW'il of Sbito that tho B»ll to 
censtitute* Ji Rosorve Hank of India, bo roferrod to a .loiiit (^miinittoe of this Assomhly 
.‘iOd of tho (kmnoil of St.'ito, A\ith instruotioiis to rojmrt on or Ix^foro the 20th November, 
HhiS, and that the Joint Committee do consist of 24 members.'^ 

Since which an amendment htis been moved : 

“ That the Bill be circulated for the purpose of elicitini; opinion thereon bv the 
91it December, 1933. . 
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The question is : 

** That the Bill be eirculated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 
'list Deeembcp, 1933.'' 

The motion was negatived. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shannmkham Chetty) : The 
(liieslion is : 

“ That ill tho original motion, for the figures *24 * the figures ‘ 28 ' be substituted." 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shanmukham Chetty) : The 
riiiestion is : 

** That this AsHembly do recommend to the Council of State that tho Bill to 
constitute a Keserve Bank of India, be referred to a Joint ('onimittee of this Assembly 
and of the Council of State, with instructions to report on or before tlie 20th November, 
19.*13, and that the Joint (’oniinittee do eonsist of 2S members." 

T)ie motion was adofited. 

The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the (^loek on Thursday, 
the 14th September, 1933. 




LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Thursday, 14th September, 1933, 


'i’hc Ass<‘inl)ly in tin* Asscinlily ('ii«in}>(*r at KlfviM nf Cluck, 

Mj'. i*rcNiiN*Til Il()ii<iunib](‘ Sir Shaiiinnkhani (’lictty) in tin* i’hair. 


MPISSACK FKOM THE COIWCIL OP STATE. 

Secretary of the Assembly : Sir, ihe I'ullowing Message has been re- 
eeived from the (-oiincil of State : 

** I am directed to inform you that, at the meeting of the (.'ouneil of i'^tati, hold 
cii the 13th Sef)tenil>er, li>33, the Coiiiiei! rejected the inf)tion tiiat the Bill to i reveiit 
Juveuiles froni Hinoking Tobaeeo, as pasHod by the Legislative Assembly, be takvm into 
consideration. ’ ■ 


THE IMPERIAL RANK OP INDIA (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster (Pinance Memb»‘r) ; Sir, 1 inoi e; 

That this Assembly do reeontmeiid to the Council of State that the Bill further 
to e.niend the Imperial Bank of India Act, 1920, for certain purpost*s, be rei-ried to 
.H Joint Committee of this Assembly and of the Council of 8tx»te, with instruelious to 
n‘]iort on or before the 201 li November, 1933, ami that the .Joint (’ommittee do consist 
of 2S members. ’ ’ 

^Vith your ixTinissiou, J Juivc inserted the number 28 in the motion which 
1 have jus1 movwl iusteaxl of 24 which stands in the notice ])aiK^r for 
today. Sir, 1 trust the House will consider it nnnecessary to debate this 
motion, lKH*ause we regard it as essentially^ part of the plan which was 
dealt with in the imdion which was moved yesterday’. Our purpose is 
to gel a doiiit (’(MnmitpM* set up fui* dealing with the Imperial Bank of 
Tiulia (Ameiidmeiit) Bill at the same time as the Reserve Bank of India 
Bill, an<l avc trust that t])is Hou.st*, when the time eoimvs. Avill approve 
that the same Oommittec should dctil Avitb both Bills. Sir. 1 tih»v<‘. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shanmukbam Olieliyi : Motion 
moved : 

“ Th;i1 this A.sscmbly dn recommend tt» the Cimncil of State that the Bill further 
to .Minend the Im|icrial Bank of India Act, 1920, for certain purposes, be reft rred to 
a Joint Committee of this .Xsscmblv and of the ('ouiicil of State, with instruct:on-! to 
rojtoit on or before the 20th Noveniber, 193.3, ami that the Joint Coimnittee do consist 
of 2S members." 

Mr. Vidya Sagar Pandya ( Madras : Indian (’ommeret* ) : Sir. before I 
t^peak on the merits of tliis Imj»erial Bank of India (Amendment) Bill, 
I f(‘el that I oAve an apology to the Honourable the Pinanee Member for 
being absent yt'sterday’ AA’hen he spoke on his motion. When 1 had made 
ni,y criticisms on his Ro^icrve Bank of India Bill the other day’, it was 
my duty to be jtre.sent to listen to AA’liat be had to say in rt^ply, though, 
under the present eonstitution. 1 recognise that I liad no right of reply. 
I had taken permission f?*om tin* Leader of my’ Party to stay’ away’, as 
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we were under the inipressinu that the discusHioii on the Hill would con¬ 
tinue till ell least this morning. However, 1 matle a mistalo*, and 1 apo¬ 
logise to the llonoumble the Finance Mom her for my absence. 

Sir, I do not ])ro])ose to utilise this occasion to reply to some of the 
criticisms of the Honourable the Finance Member, but, as J speak on the 
present motion, 1 shall ti*y to ex])Iaiii how he has misunderstood me in 
certain matters. 

Sir, tile Imperial Hank of India Act ol‘ 1920 is so badly lirafted that 
when I had tin* occasion to ask two of the Finanei* Members of the (lov- 
ernment of India as to what they thought about the Act, they both said 
that it was not passible for them to make either heail or tail of it. It is so 
conlusedlx drafted tluit it is very ditlicult to be understood by lay men, 
and wium even P'inane(‘ Members of the (Government of India lind it diffi¬ 
cult to understand it. you can imagine, Mir, how difficult it will be, for orili- 
nary mortals, to understand it. In the present drafting of the Hill, though 
many important imiirovements could have been etfeeted, 1 lind that no 
attempt lias been made to imjirove it at all. For instance, there are nearly 
12 or 15 clauses which are absolutelj* redundant at present. It would have 
been beltei’ if they had <<\frliauhni tin* whoh* Act and re-drafted it whole¬ 
sale. What is the use of retaining in the present Imperial Haidv of India 
(Amendment) Bill the clauses which related to the original amalgamation 
and the lirst distribution of shares to the shareholders and other things which 
do inn apply to the iiresent position. All that should have bc(*n removed 
and the Hill should have lieen drafted in such a form that it could be under¬ 
stood by those who cared to read it. As such, I hope the Joint Select Com- 
mittc(‘, when they ni(‘et at I)<*lhi, will give some attention to this matter 
and put the Hill in such a form that it will r(*ally serve tlie ])urpose for 
which it is intended. 

Now, Sir, coming to the Hill and the clauses, it will br a sigh of r*"- 
lird' to s^'veral banks indig(*nous banks in India—that tlii; iMotlier-in-law 
of all banks. 

An Honourable Member : Step mother-in-law. 

Mr. Vidya Sagar Pandya ; AH right, call it step molher-in-law^ if you 
like, of ail banks in this <‘()nnfry is now going to b«* de|>rived of some of her 
power and ])restige which slie was not using pro[)erly, hecan.se, in these days 
of reform, the daiighters-in-law do not want to Ik* governed in that liigh- 
handod manner in wliich the lm])erial Hank of India has br‘en treating 
them, especially the Indian banking institutions in this countrj". Now, the 
Indian Joint Stock Banks must be allowed to have a free hand in their 
working without the obstacles put by the Imperial Bank in the past. When 
the Indian banking institutions have asked for the broad, the Imperial Bank 
has given thorn a stone. Now, what I urge is that the Imperial Bank should 
no longer work under false colours. We must make it distinctly clear tliai 
the Imperial Bank, exeeyit that they are going to be the sole agents of the 
Reserve Bank of India, should not interfere with the Indian banking insti¬ 
tutions, and the public should not get a false impression that it is still a Gov¬ 
ernment Bank, llnfortunately, in India, we have got a weakness for things 
which are connected with Government, but, hereafter, all the business of 
local hoards, munieipnUtwfi. Courts of Wards, IJifi^h Courts, etc., should be 
given either to all the hanks alike according to their soundness and position, 
or entirely to the Reserve Bank. We do not want the Imperial Bank to be 
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co’istitiiled in such a way that it will pet all the Government business. 
Thouph in some matters there is no specific direction thal the funds should 
be invested in the Tmjierial Rank, there have b»*en occasions on which their 
friends in several places have taken advantage of even niisrei)resenting mat¬ 
ters and ccunpelling the parties to put their money in the Imperial Bank. 
If you will permit me, T will give you an instance. Two parties, when they 
quarrelh'd. went to the High Court of Madras, and it is usual that, when 
there is such dispute, the money is put in some bank till the case is disposed 
of. Now, one of the parties propo.sed that the money should be dep«)sited 
in one of the Indian banks. The Judge said : “ Well, it is ihe practice to 
put the money only in the Imperial Bank The Vakil for the other side 
said : “ I agree to the money being put in the Indian institution where it will 
earn interest safely. Both the parties agreed, and the Judge then re¬ 
marked, “ I am also prepared to agree to it But the Registrar of the 
High Court said : “ It has never been the praetiee to y)ut such monies any- 
when except in the Imperial Bank ” ; he repeated that “ the money can 
only be invested in the Imperial Bank and in no other bank The Judge 
told the Registrar : “ I give j"ou some time to look up the rules and show 
ni(‘ any jirovision where, when both the parties agree and the Judge also 
agrees, it is provided that the money should be put only in the Imperial 
Bank and in no other bank The Registrar looked up the rules and 
7-egulaliniLs, but found nothing to sui)port him. As a result of tins, the 
money was de])osited with an Indian institution while all along the impres¬ 
sion was that the money should be put only with the Imperial Bank. 
Subsequently, 1 understand that there has been issued a confidential 
circular l(‘tter to sonn* (lej)artnients from some authority that parties should 
he mad(‘ t-o kec)) their money with the Imperial Bank only. As such I 
j’equest that the matter should be made so clear that the people may not 
be misled in these things and the indigenous institutions may not suffer on 
account of any wrong impression created by the close connection with the 
(joverniiieiit, and the oltl prestige the Imperial Bank has enjoyed for these 
so many years. 

Now, Sir, the wording of the new amendment is such that practically 
the ImjM'rial Bank will do the business of the Government though as the 
agent of the Reserve Bank. What I 'wish to know is, if, there is any 
mishap to the Imperial Bank, the loss would be recovered by the Govern¬ 
ment from the Reserve Bank or the Government stand to lose, whether it 
is the joint liability of the Imperial Bank and the Reserve liank, for the 
Imperial Bank is going to be the sole agent of the Reserve Bank and the 
public must deal only with the Imperial Bank, it being the sole agents of 
the Reserve Bank. The position should be made absolutely clear so that 
the public may not misunderstand that the Imperial Bank is a Govern¬ 
ment Bank, as in the case of the Bank of Bombay, when it failed, the share¬ 
holders went up to the Privy Council and said that the Government had 
identified themselves so much with the Bank of Bombay that they were 
entitled to claim compensation from the Government for its mismanage¬ 
ment. I hope the Bank will also hereafter not style them in their adver¬ 
tisements, as they have been doing, “ The Imperial Bank of India, Bankers 
to the Government of India ”. I won't go to the extent of suggesting that 
there should be a change of name of the Imperial Bank, because, in other 
countries, the words “ Ro5'al ", " Imperial ", when attached to a bank, 
have been considered as if it is a flovernment or Central Bank. Only I 
Ii290LAD AS 
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want that there should be no misunderstanding in such ni.'ittors in the 
future. 

Now, Sir, the Imperial Bank of India, for the concessions they are 
going to get under the new arrangements, should be made to render some 
more national public service. Neither in the Reserve Bank Bill nor in the 
present Imperial Bank of India (Amendment) Bill is there anylhing to 
compel the lmj)erial Bank to give us remittances at any particular rates. 
In the nmtter of remittances they have been making distinctions. The 
Bank has till now been woi*king under certain restrictions. Now, those 
restricti(»ns are to be removed. We know how muzzling is hv‘lpful and 
saves the public from inconvenience and injury*. Now, under tin* present 
Bill, they are going to be allowed to do exchange business without any 
hindrance. They can open branches, and some of the restriction.s, r(*gard- 
ing the investment of funds, have also been removed. As such, the Bank 
will be a very formidable rival to the Indian institutions. Added to that, 
they will get a commission calculated on the total of receipts and ilisburse- 
ments dealt with annually on account of the Government of India by the 
Imperial Bank on behalf of the Reserve Bank of India. We have heard 
about eliarging a certain commission on debit balances, but not f)n both 
debit and credit balances, as the Schedule now contemplates giving 116 
per cent, on the first 250 crores and 1132 per cent, on the remainder, on 
both payments and receipts. That is rather very unusual, lii the past, 
they had been opening branches at stations where there were* branches 
already of other banks. Formerly, they used to consult the (lovernment 
of India before they opened any branches in any new places. Now. that 
restriction is being remov<*d, and it will be o])en to them to go on opening 
branches anywhere they like and in some places it may be difficult for the 
indigenous banks to go on Avith their bu.siness in the face of tin* eomi)eti- 
tion from the Imperial Tiank which enjoys so many priAuleges and conces¬ 
sions. 

Speaking about the connection Avilli the Government, even in the 
clauses of this Bill, as amended, the notifications and other information 
which they have to give to the jniblic is done only through tlie Government 
of India Gazette. All the notices of meetings and transfers of officers 
from one place to another are published by notifications in the Government 
Gazette. In one of t.h(' claus(?s, as it has be(*n drafted, the notices ai-e 
to be published in local neAv.spapers in English and vernacular. I would 
suggest that these notices .should be given entirely in the newspapers. Of 
course if they wish to insert notices also in the Gazette of India. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shanmukham Chetty) : The 
Chair Avould remind the Honourable Membc*r that, under Standing Order 
39, at this stage the House can discass only, the general princi])les of the 
Bill and not go into such details as to Avhat papers must Iw chosen as the 
medium of advertisement. 

Mr. Vidya Sagar Pandya ; My object was to slio^v that lliey wish 
to continue to exploit the prestige of their connection with the Govern¬ 
ment, by confining themselves entirely to the Government Gfizette. 

Then, I come to another com])laint and that haa not been set right 
in the Bill. In a Sbareholderpi’ Bank, there are certain difficulties in 
obtaining the copies of the Shareholders’ Registers. The cost at the rate 
of six annas per hundred wwds is prohibitive. The result is that it is 
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ii(»t }) 0 }isible for the shareholders to take concerted action even if they so 
desire. As such, the J>iJl re(^uin‘s anieudjnenl in that direction so that 
th(j shar(?holdei>i may be able tu exercise* their rig-ht to the full (*xtent as 
th(^y siiould. 

I need not speak about Ihe Directors of the Imperial Jiank. J have 
already spoken enoutfli. Tlie Honourable the Finance Member yesterday 
accused no* of ‘ a jreiieral exercise in mud slin|^in|^ at Directors of B.uiks, 
})ast, jn-eseiit and Future 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai (Sind .* Non-Muhammadan Rural; : He also 
accused you of shoi‘tsi<;htt*dness. 

Mr. Vidya Sagar Pandya : Ye.s. a reply to it will come jd its proper 
place. I am sorry that tlu* FiiiaMe<* MernlMn* shoidd liav'e misunderstood 
me eompl(‘tely. When I .>poke ol it, 1 was referrinj' 1o the system and 
not to th(* iiersons. I have the hi‘^die.st rejrard for ‘Gentlemen like Sir 
J^ursljotamdas Thakurdas, Ihe lIon(>urai>l** Sir Maneekji Darlabhoy and 
au(»lln*r p*ntlema!i wliofu he liad merilioned. 1 have ^oi the hiprhesi le- 
{^ard for tlieiu. Wlial I was tryiuir to explain was the system under 
which tie* se.il^i >11 the lioards (tf the Impci'ial liank hecaint* a lifi* tenure 
and mom)i)f>iy of c'‘?iai!i firms and •.•omiminiiy. S une of tin* firms have 
for iimre thru ‘tO y<*afs hc«*u -eu.;in*r up only iljeir i)artii''rs ti) fill up the 
j^itps ami nobody else. I do not think that all the banking experience and 
kii owledge is a monopoly of only the partners of only st^ven jiartieular 
firms on eadj Board. When ] ohject(*d to certain nominations by tlie 
(ioveriiinent, 1 tlid it more on aeeoutil of the way in wdiicli they were 
made, not ou account of tlie persons. There is no reason wdiy the Gov¬ 
ernment of India should allow only superannuated gentlemen to continue 
ao long. In all Government dei)artments men retire after a certain age. 
Viceroys, Governors and Kxecutive Councillors even go out after a certain 
period. Some of the Directors were not physically fit even to attend any 
meetings and they wt‘re being continuously nominated from year to year 
without any change. Now, I want to know liow’ many of them regularly 
attendetl the meetings. These geutlemeii are as old as 80 or 90 years. 

Mr. President (Tlie Honourable J^ir 8hanmukbam Chetty) .- Will 
the Honourable Member e.xplain bow* all this is relevant to the present 
motion ? 

Mr. Vidya 8agar Pandya : The poijit is that in spite (»f ilu- repre- 
aentation made by the C'liainbers on the matter, the Government have not 
amendtHl the Bill to removt* tlnssc objections in the working of the Im¬ 
perial Bank. 

Mr. President (The Ib'nonrabh* Sir Shanniukham Chetty) ; Order, 
order. It is perhaps w(*ll at this .stage that the House should understand 
whaf exactly is the seotx* of the motion that we are dificussing. We are 
not discussing the entire affairs of the Imperial Bank, nor are we dis¬ 
cussing the whole of flu* Imperial Bank of India Aet. The House must 
Uiiderstand that position. The scope of the present Bill is confined to 
three points—to remove the etmtrol of the Governor General in Gouneil 
over the affairs of the Imperial Bank in certain nHspects, secondly to re¬ 
move C(U-tain restrictions imposed on the Tm])erial Hank’s transaction of 
business under flic Imperial Bank of India Aet and, thiixll.v. to enable 
the Imperijil Bank of India to enter into certain agreements with the 
Reserve Rank. The constitution of the Directorate of the Imperial 
Bank and other matters, not covered wdthin the scope of this motion, are 
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not relevant to the issue at present before the House, and Honourable 
Members will not be entitled to discuss the whole of the Imperial Bank 
of India Act. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad (Tnitcd Provim'cs South(‘rn Divisions : 
Muhammadan Rural) : May 1 speak a few words on this point. Sir ? 
In view of the fact that we are seiidiiipr the Reserve Bank Bill and the 
Imperial Bank Bill to the same Committee and also on account of the 
fact that the constitution of the Reserve Bank will be of the same tyjve 
as that of the Imperial Bank, 1 think it is important that we Khonid be 
allowed to point out that the Imperial Bank of India has been so much 
mismanaging their affairs that it is not worth our wdiile to copy out its 
constitution, or even to mention its name in the Reserve Bank Bill. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Sbaninukham Chetly) : The 
Chair quite realises the argument of Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad that it is open 
to Honourable Members to saj" that in view* of the w'ay in wliich the Im- 
pcitial Bank has managed it.s alllairs, it ouglit not to he permitted to 
enter into this agreement with the Reserve Bank. But what the 
Honourable Member, Mr. Vidya Sagar Pandya. was attempting to do 
was to analyse the eoiistitutioii of the Imperial Bank and to suggest that 
no steps are (being taken to amend the constitution of the Imperial Bank 
of India. Now', such a discussion will be entirely out of order. 

Mr. Vidya Saggar Pandya : I bow' to your ruling, but 1 beg to submit 
that the Bill contains an item constituting a new’^ Board. Therefore, 
I submit, that it is (juite relevant to discuss the w'orking of the Imperial 
Bank in that res]’)ect. We should be allowed to speak as to how^ the 
Board w’as constituted formerly, how' it failed to do its duty and how 
in future w'e should provide for a .set of Directors who wdll ho able to 
manage the affairs bettor ? Therefore, I ho])e, Mr. l^resident. you will 
not over-rule me if I make any remarks about the eon.stitution (>f the 
Bank. Of course, T do not want to make any remarks about the ])arti- 
cular Directors w'ho are at present on the vanouii Boards of the Imperial 
Bank of India. 1 hope that part is quite relevant to the issue. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Bhanmukbam Chetty) : The 
scope of the Bill has been explained to the House by the Chair and the 
Chair wants to leave it to Honourable Members to confine their remarks 
to the scoi>e as defined in the Bill. I will leave it to the Honourable 
Members to do it. 

Mr. 8. C. Mitra (Chittagong and Rajshahi Divisions : Non-Muhjini- 
madan Rural) : Sir, I remember you ruled, that preamble does not 

necessarily govern all the clauses. If, in the clauses of the Bill, the 

Mover expressly deals wdtb the re-constitution of the Directorate, I hope 
you will allow us to discuss it. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shanmukhara Chetty) : It will 
certainly be wdthin the scope of the discussion, but the enormous mass 
of details in which the Honourable Member is going w'ill certainly be 
out of order. 

Mr. Lalcband Navalrai : I rise on a point of information. Sir. As 

just now .stated by the Chair, we do realise that there are thn^e quejftions 

that are involved as questions of principle in this Bill. But may I know 
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that when we have been talking with regard to these questions, especially 
with regard to the removal of i:estrictioiis, and also making an agreement 
with th<! K(‘serve Bank, is it not wdthiii the 7 )ur\dew of this House or the 
discussion that, we should point out the defects that have been experience 
(^d ill firactie.e so that, when an agreement is made, notice should be taken 
of those defects and Haws. For instance, if you will tiermit me to say 
so, they have a certain principle, nanu'ly. if a shroff of tin* hank goes 
on have, then he is to be made responsible for all the defalcations that 
may happen in his alisence. 

Mr. President (The Honourable >Sir Shanmukham Chetty) : Certain¬ 
ly that point will be out of order. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : What f am submitting is that there are 
certain defects that have to bo. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Slianmukham Chetty) : Order, 
order : The Honourable M(*mber cannot make a sfieech now*. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : I am not making a speeeli. but 1 am 
speaking on a point of information. What I submit is this. Tuder this 
P.ill, we are making a new agreement with the Reserve Bank and there 
are certain defects, <»f wdiieh we are aware, which should be removed or 
improved. I wanted to know from tlie (liair wh(‘tlier w’e could go into 
those points or md. 

Mr. B. Das (Orissa Division ; Non-Muhammadan) : May I rise on 
a point of information. Sir ? The Hill aims at the modification of the 
cosntrol of th<‘ Governm<‘iit of India over the Imperial Bank. As the 
Government of India failed in the past to properly control the action 
of the Imperial Bank of India and as they are going further to empower 
the Imperial Bank of India for a number of years to be bankers of the 
State in spile of that failure of proper control, may w’C not be permitted 
to discuss the past mi.s-eontrol of the Government of India over the 
Imp^'rial Hank *? 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shanmukham (’hetty) : When 
the Honourable Member will rise to speak, I wdll see wdiether he is in 
order. 

Mr. Vidya Sagar Pandya : 1 will bow’ to your decision and wdll not 
go into the clauses. Hut in such matters 1 ft el that it is necessary that 
♦he old hi.story as well as tlie traditions and the matters in which they 
have gone w’rfuig should he menfioned and, in the lijrht of our experience 
in the past, wu* should make a change, f hope, Mr. l^*esidont. you 
will permit me to s|)(‘ak oh those matters. 

Now, Sir, the Imperial Bank is going to be the sole agent of the 
Reserve Bank and, for some years to come, it would not be possible for 
the Reserve Bank to open Branches to the extent that the Imperial Bank 
has done. Therefore, at least for five years or so most of the business 
will be done by the Imperial Hank of India and it has been our ideal and 
also the ideal of the Government of India that w-e should have this 
institution under the control of Indians, for India and to be mn by 
Indians. The Government have recognised that the Iiidianization of 
the Imf^erial Hank shall continue. During the last few* years ihe 
Imperial Bank has done something in that direction, though llu'v did not 
do even a fraction of it for nearly a century. Still, we do feel tliat the 
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sole agent which will Avork foj* tlie ReserA'c Bank nIiouIcI bo an institu¬ 
tion which is run by Indians and for Indians. J do not st»e how it will 
be possible for the llank to be under the control of Indians when certain 
restrictions are removed. The new eonstituiion is such that, if they 
institute any further Local Boards, only th(‘ir Directors and 
the Secretary will come to the (Central Board and to the extent tliat 
•Indians are unable lo exercise their franchise and elect tin* members 
according to their own cln»ice. Indians cannot gel in. Tin* principle, 
vhicli the Government have recognised, that is, the Indianisation of 
the Imperial Bank, has not been ineorporateil in ihe Bill. In tact, the 
Bank will be nianaged by Bur(»i>eans only — Buropean Directors in 
majority, European ^Managers, Governocr^ ainl European Secretnri<*s. 
Then, J want to ask, Iioav it woidd dilL'r from the Exc'hange Banks ! 
If a foi’t'igai-managed institution is required, wli\ not entrust the work 
of th(‘ Io*srrve Bank on behalf of the (i‘o\'er!iin«nit to the big^ei* institu¬ 
tions Iil:e tile \alional Baidv, tln‘ (Miartere-I Bank and otlun- Banks ' 
Now. Siv, The tl(A’evnor ileneral in r(o,uu‘il will have no hand in the 
choice of the Mniuiiring Governor and tin* Ih put' Nianain'.' - cnior 

and the Board Avill go on a])pointinfr Europeans. 

Now. T come To a very iiiiportaut inaMer whieli has not l)i*en set 
right in this Bill in sjiiti' oi* protests by tin* Btiinbay Sbareln)lders’ 
Association and otlier Ohatubers also. Thuler the Act, it is ot>en for 
one member with 190 proxies to carry on a meeting of the {Shareholders. 
There is no limit prescribed for the number of ])erso7is to ho present at 
a meeting. The* way in which proxies are collected, either by the 
Bank or by their friends—it comes to the same thing—is such that there 
is great abu.se of this system. In the Bill tln^y have acMially provid^'d 
a clause with a view to makincr the use of proxies more easy. They 
have incorporated a clause here that in the case of power of attorny 
previously deposited, V,r„ r)ernianent proxies which are in the* several 
head offices, they need not be brought t'o the place where the meeting is 
held, but it is enough if the Secretary of any such Local ITcad Office pdves 
a certificate that he is holding these proxies at a ]»artienlar place. This 
is a further facility for the use of these proxies. I think generally it 
ought to he the policy of a Bank not to iiderfere with votes, but, as T 
have shown from the figures, we find that there are certain number of 
standing ])roxies in the name of certain officers or direet-ors. I know 
the ease of one of the Presidency Banks—it is not then the Tm|)erial 
Bank—where they sent printed and stamped form of proxies in favour 
of their Directors saying T appoint Mr. so and so, a Director, as my 
pfoxy. failing him Mr. so and so, a Director, failing him Mr. so and so, 
a Director Thus they adopted a new printed proxy form for tbe 
occasion and they defeated the object of fi’ce exercise of votes by the 
shareholders. So. under the constitution, we should provide that there 
shouk' not be any canvassing by the officers or Directors or their friends 
specially among tliose who arc indebted to the Bank and the share¬ 
holders should be allowed to make their own (‘hoice. In this connection 
T mav draw the attention of the House to what an Association had said 
on the matter of collecting proxies. They say that unless the matter 
was made secure under the law. it would not be possible for the share¬ 
holders to exercise their rights properly. Another suggestion that I 
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wish t(» make is that the bank officers should not indulge in any specula¬ 
tion in Clovcrnment s(Hiuritii*s. I have not got a copy of the Bank Worker, 
the organ of tin* subordiiiato staff of the Imperial Hank vvh(‘ro they have 
accused tin* officers of indulging in speculation in certain securities, 
because tliey were allowed f.o invest tlieir provident fund in a particular 
way. I think the <‘lanse should be so amend(‘d that th(‘re may not be 
room for any such suspicion. 1 also suggest that .some limit should be 
}>l;ieed on th(* ag(‘ of Directors. This provision is found in some of the 
European Banks n?i tin* ("ontinent*. Generally with iige is associated 
certain exi)erienee and wisdom. ITnder the pretext of experience and 
sain* wisdom some of I he Direelors are kej>t on indefinitely and they arc 
re-appointed. Now, up to a certain stjure, age and experience is good. 
But it is had wh<*n it goes far h(‘yond that slag(', when it is not pliysically 
]n;ssihle for them to attend a me(‘ting and think I'ightly. My lionourablo 
fri«‘nii, the J*’in;ni'*e Meinbei*, aeens»*d me of physi<*a1 infii’niity at the age 
ol .“>7 all.'] I \v(»nd- i- Iiow lie jnsiifie.s file appoiniin(*nt at the ages of 80 
an<l Ph ye;j?-s. E\<Tv!M»d\ js liah!** to inflr?nit\- and r\<-iyhod\' has his 
A\rakin-i'Ses, and I n<*\! r llnniglit the IJ« noiinj?dt‘ tiif* J'^ijiiMn-e *Mejjiher will 
go \u the •‘xtent of aeeusing me (»f slmrt-siglit»*din'ss. I wisli to see things 
with my natural (*yes and iu\X through th.e oft»eial glass' s. 1 i :innol \)Ut 
on oftieial green speeiae.le.s anti M‘e everyihing greer. wlnoi i« \.-> noi so. 
1 inn-i tie,dine lu j ive np ali my .j;nhj-u*en: ;ind all my e\]K-rience, and 
tal:e tin (i<<\ei-iiiient vi«.*\v only tliiouLdi these eoloiired glasses. With 
reganl l * my rt'ferenct* to tin* Lomlon ('ommiid-t'. the 1 iotio.urahle the 
Pinanee Menihei- saiil that tfie Memher.'n win) had gone liiere wort* “ bold 
enough and liml the ainhition to attack the Goverunifut A rare 4iiug 
indet'd. He mentioned two or three ^ame^. but if he had gone further 
up the list and mentioned the names of :lie otlier gt'ntlenien, 1 do not tliiuk 
even those gentlemen will claim that they had any ambition of criticising, 
much less attacking, the Government and ruining all their chances of 
being (*vor appointed on the S(*loet (’(»mmittee and other Committees. 
Tin'll, the Honourable the Finance Menilxu’, with reference to the bride 
1 spoke of. said that it ^^as not possibh* to turn a car into a bride.. . . 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : Is my Honourable friend in 
order in re])lying to a speei'h which w.is made on a nieasiu’c wliieh the 
House has already disposed of ? The argumi'iits which my Honourable 
friend is referring to were advanced on a totally different measure and 
1 suggest that my Tl<»nourabIe friend is entindy out of order in replying 
to a debat<* on a motion which this House has aln*ady [)a.ssed. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : Honourable Members on the Government 
Benches Inive ahvays the last word to say and we mm-officials have got 
no chance to n*ply to their criticisms. The only chance for us to reply 
to thei»» is when a similar <juestion is under debate. 

Mr. Vidya Sagar Pandya : The Honourable Member said that 1 had 
indulged in mnd-slinging about the Directors and, in his speech, yester¬ 
day, ho (piotod very jubilantly the eomnioiits of the Hindu which is no 
donl)t a leading pa])er, not only in Madras but in the \vhole of India 
and so ably edited by my old friend, ray go(xi friend, Mr. A. 
Rangaswami Iyengar. 1 have the bigbest regard for my friend and his 
fiaper. If the Honourable the Finance Member will kindly take the 
trouble of going through the old files of the Hindu and see what com¬ 
ments th(' Hindu has made about the working of the luiperit'il Bank in 
the past, he would find, it surpasses any soealled mud-slinging by anybody 
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here. J hope he will hear those eoniineiiis also iji mind when, for the 
time heiiifr. it is very eonvenieni to (piote that paper. Sir, when one jjets 
into the London atmospliere, h(* hejrins to think in that way, and T am not 
surprised that the learned and abh* editor of the Hituhi wfis also some- 
w^hat carried away by the l^ondon atmosphere—the f^reat show’ and pomp 
and the importanee fjiven to the Bill and the members and the minority 
in which be found himself. Rut 1 think. Sir, 1 can easily, within a few 
months, cpiote from any paper a leader to contradict its own remarks 
previously made I Did not the learned Editor of the Hindu iipree to the 
principle of a State Raid\ and foujxht for it in this very House ? 1 want 

to know’ why he has griven up that and grone back to a Shareholders' 
Bank ? 

Sir, before I close, I am very sorry to have to sf)cak aboTit one matter 
and that is about the apre and experience of the Dinvtors of tin* Imperial 
Bank. Here T may tell you a little stoiw’. At one of the Executive 
Council meetinprs in India, a very liberal (Jovernor was pnvsidinp:, and 
when a Council meetiiipr was proinp on, one of the Executive Council 
Members w’as ahvays dinninpr int<> his ears that he should not care about 
this ])ress apritation and [mblic criticism, but sliould b(‘ fjuided by his 
accumulated experience and other I\Iembers’ accumulated (‘xperience of 
30 years. And, whenever the Governor spok(\ he trotted out this theory 
of his accumulated ex])erience. Then the Governor lost his })atience. 
“ Well, 8ir,” he said, “ if you attach so much importance to that., 1 may 
tell you that your ae(‘uniulated experience* of 30 years means that you are 
out of touch w’ith the proprress and publi(* opinion and out of date by 
30 years So are these p:eritlemen, wdio are past 70, 80 or 90 years, w’ith 
their infirmities, unfit to look after a Bank like* the Imperial Bank of 
India wdiich is jjerforminpr the functions of a Bank t(> tht* (‘xtent they 
wei’e allowed to do. It is a mo.st scandalous part of the whole inanaprement 
that the Directorate should be confined to any particular firms or class 
or that the Directors should be allowed to sit there when they are really 
not fit for it. 

Sir, T have some more points reprardinp: the clau.scjs of the Bill, but as 
the Honourable the Pre.sident has ruled it otherwise, T wdll obey the* order of 
the Honourable the President and will not take them up. Sir, 1 thank 
you for jmur indulprence. 

Mr. T. N. Ramakrishna Reddi (Madras ceded Districts and (^hittoor : 
Non-Muhammadan Rural) ; Sir, before I app’ee to the motion before the 
House, I should like to make one or two observations with rei^ard to it. In 
consequence of the proposed introduction of the Reserve Bank, necessarily 
certain privilepfes, that the Imperial Bank of India enjoyed, had to be wdth- 
drawn and. with the withdrawal of those privileges, the restrictions that 
were placed on the operations of the Imperial Bank have also to be with¬ 
drawn. That follows as a nece.ssary consequence. One of the restrictions 
is that hitherto the Imperial Bank was not allowed to do any inlornal com¬ 
mercial business or foreiprn exchanpre business. All these years India's 
foreiern exchange business has been financed by foreign banks that have 
established themselves in this country. Sir, it is estimated that the total 
volume of foreign exchange amounts to the extent of 600 erores of rupees 
annually and India had to depend upon the facilities that are provided by 
these foreign exchange banks. So it is quite essential that wdien the 



THE IMPERIAL BANK OF INDIA (AMENDMENT) BILL. 


1543 


privilof^et; so long enjoyod by the Imperial Bank are removed, the future 
Juiperial Bank should be allowed to do foreign exeiiangi* business also 
and, with Ihe i)restige and ])osition of the Imperial Jiank, it will be in a 
very geoj position to eonjj>e1e with foreign exehange banks and olfor faci¬ 
lities f(»r India’s trade. Of course these restrictions were hitherto neces¬ 
sary. because the (lOvernirient were allowing large cash balances, something 
like lo to 20 erores, to lie with the Bank without interest and consequently 
they expected that the bank should not enter into any risky or speculative 
transaeti(»ns. And, further, the joint stock and other banks also had to 
deposit a portion of their cash balances with the Imperial Bank and hence 
it was not allowed to compete with these banks. Saw tha- rhese restric¬ 
tions have to be removed and cash balances are not allowed to the Imperial 
Baidi, and that the Imperial Bank is relegated to the position of the other 
joint stock hanks, it must be allowed free scope to do foreign <*xchange busi¬ 
ness as w’ell as internal commercial business. So far. it is quite necessary. 

''rin ji. Sir, with regard tc» the agency bu.siness that is to hi* given to 
this I)i)i)erial Bank h(*reafter to do the busine.ss of the Reserve Bank, where- 
ever the Imperial Ibink has got its branches, 1 Jiave to submit, as T said 
yesterday, that tli(* Imperial Bank should not Ir* given the sole privilege of 
acting as Ag<*nt <tf the future Reserve Bank. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster . Sir. may 1 rise on a point of 
order ? The last thing J Avant to do i.s to suggest that the disfussioii should 
be restrieted, but the point that I want to make is that in the Bill, which w’as 
cojisidered by the llousr yesterday, then* is a <'lause to this etl<*(rt that “ Mie 
Bank shall (‘uter into an agreement with the Imperial Bank of India, cte.”. 
Tlie Ibnise has already aj»proved the reference to a (’ommitttee of the 
Bill laying down that the Ifescrve Bank shall enter into an agreement wdth 
the lm])evial Bank of India. My point is that, in taking that action, the 
House has dealt already wdth the vital part of the niatti*r which Honourable 
I^Iembers are seeking to discuss today. As far as the prt*.sent Bill is eon- 
cerin'd, all that it will jirovide is that it shall be lawTul for the Imperial Bank 
to enter into an agreenif‘nt with the I'eservc Bank to undertako certain func¬ 
tions. 1 suggest that the points wdiich are being made today could have been 
iriort' i»rofitahly made in eonneetion with the motion of yesterday, and I 
thin!: Honourable Members took ample advantage of that opportunity. My 
Honourable friend, w’ho just .spoke, used the w'ords “ as T said yc.sterday”, 
W'hen he was commencing one of his remarks. Noav, Sir. T do suggest that 
it really i.s out of order in connection with this Bill to entev into Uiatters 
which liavc been discussed in connection wdth the Bill of yesterday. And, 
in taking the point of order, there is one point that I wan; to make to 
Honourable Members. T do suggest that it is not in the public interest that 
a discussion on these lines should proceed today. All these points can be 
12 Noon discussed in Select Committee. I myself will be 

under the greatest possible difficulty in replying, 
in the present debate, to aceiisations made against the Imperial Bank, 
because, although, T think there might be very good replies, I do not w»ant 
the Committee to take up anything hut an impartial position. In the Com¬ 
mittee we shall have an opportunity of hearing the case against the Im¬ 
perial Bank and the case for the Imperial Bank, because I trust the Com¬ 
mittee will agree to allow representatives of the Imperial Bank to appear 
before it. But that sort of thing is impossible in a debate of this kind 
in the House at the present stage. Therefore, in rising to make this point 
of order, I had a point of substance in my mind. 
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Mr. T. N. Ramakrishna Reddi : My contention is not that the Imperial 
BaTik should not enter into any transactions with the Reserve Bank or that 
the R(*se7‘ve Bank should not enter into any sort of agreennui^ with the 
Imperial Bank to act as its A^ent : if that was my contention, then I 
will be out of court ; but that is not my contenlion. 1 em¬ 
phasise apain that the Imperial Bank will be in a very j^ood position to 
act as agent of the Reserve Bank wherever it or its brandies exist. 1 do 
not oppose that contention. On the other hand, what 1 wiis developing 
was liiat sneh privilege ought not t(» be tiie sole privilege of the im\)erial 
B'lnk, but that it should be extended to other indigenous banks so that 
they might do business side by side. In places where there is a branch 
of thr* lii'perial Bank and also other ehieient banks working, we want lliat 
t(Uidej-s siiould be culled for for the work of the Rt'serA'c Banl: to be dime. 
Thai is all my contention. I luive in*ver saitl that tin* lm]M‘riai Batik 
sliould not enter into an;\ ndationship with the Reserve' Bank. That was 
my eo'itentiun yt'sterd.jjy ami tine is luy eonteiitiou today, and il is ’-e- 
]<*\. P) ttiis oiiinl in issio' wknllno' tin* soln ])i-ivilege oiurlit md in. i»e 
given io tin* lni|.(':iai l-.oik. It is (uily to the word “ soh* ’* that I lake 
(•hjecliou. 1 he'-* ]i.i (li-ieeTjon ah.soliiltdy tJiat it should act as an agent 
f<U' tile liesei've Ban!% in out **}' way places wh(*re no othiu' hank.s exist, 
^ly o>ii\- i’'<ntrni- 'U i" t!:»1 it sl.ould not h(‘ put in a ])ositioii of undue ad- 
^■ald ir * ov*‘r oiieo indigemuis hanks. My contention is als(» I’ele'ant for 
this j'ea^on : it is eonTem|dat(*d That some erores of rupees ought to he 
jiJaeed at ilu* disiajsal of the Imperial Baid^ free of interest : you will find 
il in Ih.e Schedule. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : Will my Honourahle I’riend 
]Kunt out wheia* the words “ sole agent rieeur in the Bill whieh is now 
before the House ? 

Mr. President (The Honourahle 8ir Shaiimukham Chettv; ■ The 
House must recognise that the Chair would have considerabh* dilTieulty 
in defining the exact lines villiin wiii<*h tin* diseus.sion toda> (ui this Bill 
must be eonfjned. In the face of that diflieulty, 1 ean only make an appeal 
to the House. The House had ample opfiortunities of diseu^^ing fe-i* 
three days the Reserve Bank of India Pdll. Properly speaking, tlie dis¬ 
cussion on the two Bills must liave taken place simultan(*ous!y. It is be¬ 
cause our rules do not pr()vi(le for the eonsideralion (d’ o motion on two 
Bills at the same time, that the motion ha<l to be split up. Willi regard 
to tin* details of tlie agreemenr of tlie Res(*rve Bank with the Imperial 
Bank cf India, that wfis clearly witliiii the scope of the Bill wlileh we 
have disposed of, and I think ITononrabJe Members will not be in order 
except .just to make passing reference to that agreement ; with rt-gard to 
the substantive jmint raised by tin* Honourabh' tlie Finance Mejubei*, I 
think the Cdiair also would endorse wind the Hmiourable tin* Finance 
Member has said. T know that the Ibmse as a whole talu's a very ko'en in¬ 
terest in the affairs of the Ini]>erial Bank wliicb. after all. is a public insti¬ 
tution created by an Act of the Imperial Tjcgislature, and the House ii 
legitimately entitled to take an inten*s; in the affairs of that institution. 
In fact, in spite of the att(»mpt.s f>f this House on previous occasions, the 
House has not had very full seotm for having sneh a diseiission, and tliia 
Bill no doubt provides such an opportunity ; but I would also suggest 
this ; that, a.s responsible r(ipresentatives of the people, vre must be very 
catitious in what we .say with regard to tlie management of such a deli¬ 
cate institution as a Bank, because it might have serious repercussions 
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in the financial world. The Select Committee is the proper place where 
a thoi*ough investigation can be and ought to b(; made about tlie affairs of 
the Imperial Bank i)efore this Bill emerges from the Select Committee ; 
and, 1 think, after giving the Select Committee the opportunity to go into 
the details, it will then be perfectly open and justifiable on the i)art of 
Honourable Members at a later stage to go into the details of the manage¬ 
ment of the Imperial Bank. 1 would suggest that at this stage Honour¬ 
able embers will be well advised in the public interest n(>t to go into too 
many details. 

Mr. T. N. Ramakrishna Beddi : On that point my only contention 
Avas that the privil(*g(‘ of sole agency should also be extended to other 
banks. 

We ar(* now removing those restrictions that were hitln*rto itiij)osed 
on the hank : it was because the bank was given certain cash balance.^ 
free of intere.st, that eertain restrietions were i)laced ; now this Bill seeks 
to remove those restrietions, and the privilege of keeping easli balances 
lias been removed. But in its plaae it is contemplated to allow eertain 
pmounts to the extent of a five to six crores to be given free of interest, 
and hence I am opposed to all the powers of the Governor General being 
taken iiAvay from the Imperial Bank in the matter of nominating directors 
or gov(»rnors. Some sort of control must continue in the working of the 
Imperial Bank even after the Reserve Bank is established, because the 
Bill c(»nte)n])lates that tliat Bank should act as an Agent for tlie RestU've 
Bank and certain facilities are going te be given to the Imperial r»arjk. 
AVith th(*se remarks, I have no objection to supporting tie* motion for 
refe]'(‘nce tn Select Committee. 

Mr. S. C. Mitra : Sir, the Imperial Bank of India (AmendmentBill 
is a necessary corollarj’ to the Reserve Bank Bill and, as such, it would 
not iiave taken even a couple of minutes to refer it to the Select (’nmmittce ; 
bin as my friend, Mr. B. Das, has pointed out. though this is an amending 
Bill, really under cover of it, Ave are enacting an Imperial Bank of India Act 
for ‘Jo years. By efflux of time, the life of the old Imperial Bank of India 
Act, enacted in lilJd, is over, and it is not in the same position as in 1928, 
a mt ro aniemlinent eon.se(|uential to the introdiietion of th(‘ ResorAC Bank 
Bill. 1 appeal to you. Sir, to look to tliis side of the (iu(*stion in allowing 
us to di.scus.s about the priiieijdes of this Bill. I shall strictly folloAv your 
ruling. 1 shall not go into any detail : but, at the same time, I tliinl: if A\'e 
examine the Bill merely as an amending Bill. Ave will not be doing full 
justiee to this Bill. Had there been no Tb'serve Bank, certainly Government 
Avould luiA’c coinc even earlii*r than this dati‘ Avitii a ucav lm)>erial Bank of 
India Act to continue their agreement with the Bank. The experience of 
Indians of the Avay in Avhich the Imperial Bank behaAed i.s aa'cII knoAvn. 
The Bvesidtuiey Banks which were later on incorporated into the Imperial 
Bank, Avlnch Avas the Bankers^ Bank or tlie Central Bank for India, has 
not. all these years, done justice to Indians in general, and to Indian 
agri<*ulfure in jiarticular. It Avas certainly helpful to tlie European 
indu dries, but not to tlie Indian industries even in the lea.st degree. AVf 
have our complaint against the working and management of tlie Tm])erial 
Bank, but. Sir, as you haAT advised us, T shall not go into details at this 
stage. 1 myself introduced a Bill for amending the Imperial Bank Act 
during the last Session, but, through the whims of the ballot box, T did 
not get a chance to discuss the Bill till now. I wanted to introduce 
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mainly two princii)les, one was about the statutory recognition of tlie 
Staff Unions by the Imperial Bank and the other was that, in the re¬ 
organization of the Directorate, there should be representation of the 
Indian staff also. 1 don’t tliink I should now ventilate those grievances. 
If it is not beyond our scope, I shall try to raise those points in the Select 
CoJiimittee ; but, 1 think, when we are amending this Bill in name, 
realij' we are amending the Imperial Bank Act for another 25 years. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : 1 am afraid. Sir, there is some 
little confusion in the mind of the Honourable Member about Die agree¬ 
ment between the Imperial Bank and the Reserve Bank and the Imperial 
Bank of India Act. We are not enacting the Imperial Bank of India Act 
for another 25 years. I think my Honourable friend has got the question 
of the agreement in liis mind. 

Mr. S. 0. Mitra : Is it not a fact. Sir, that the Imperial Bank of India 
Act has already expired, and that it has been given an extension of life, 
in view of the impending legislation regarding the Reserve Bank ? 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shaumukham Chetty) : The 
Chair thinks the Honourable the Finance Member has made the position 
clear. The Honourable Member has evidently confused the operation of 
the Imperial Bank of India Act and the o])eration of the agreemenl 
l>et^>een the Government and the Imperial Bank. So far as tin* ( liair 
understands the position, it is the agreement that has terminated, but the 
Act has not terminated, and it cannot terminate until it is repealed by this 
House. 

Mr. S. C. Mitra : W as it not extended for another two or three years ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : It is the agreement that my 
friend has in mind. The agreement was made for ten years, and it is 
now running on from year to year, and not the Act. 

Mr. S. 0. Mitra : My point is whether we are not binding ourselves 
for another 25 years about the agreement ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : That has just re-inforced the 
jKiint I have just made,—^that the agreement which the Reserve Bank is 
to make with the Imperial Bank has already been provided for and it is 
dealt with in the other Bill. 

Mr. S. 0. Mitra : Now, Sir, as the Honourable the President has ruled, 
that we cannot discuss one Bill without the other, I shall not go into 
details. But as my friend, Mr. Reddi, has put it, so long as we agree to 
the other Bill being sent to the Select rctoimittee with the clauses that 
the Imperial Bank will be the sole agent of the Reserve Bank in all places 
where the Reserve Bank will not start its own branches, I think we are 
very much interested to see, as long as those clauses are not suitably 
amended, so as not to give a complete monopoly to the Imperial Bank in 
the future, that the interests of Indians do not suffer. However, as the 
Honourable the President has said, there will be time enough to discuss 
these points in the Select Committee, and so I don’t like to develop these 
points further at this stage. 
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Mr. B. Das : Sir, 1 rise to oppose the consideration of the motion 
(liel'erence to Joint Select Committee) before us. I do not think the 
iJojiourable the Finance Member will in any way be put in a delicate 
j^osition if the House carries out the proj)osition wdiich I am putting 
fi»j*ward, because thereby only one particular clause (clause contained 
ill tlie Keserve Bank Bill will have to be omitted. Sir, I am not a 
tinancier, as the Honourable the Finance Member is, nor am I the 
conscience-keeper of the bankers, as the Finance Member is, and so I 
shall suffer from the same disabilities as the previous speakers have 
suffered, of course with the notable exception of my friend, Mr. Vidja 
Sagar Pandya. 1 may speak things which may encroach ujion the ruling 
wiiich you have just given or it may affect matters which my friend, the 
Finance Member, does not W’ant to be known in public interest. 1 do 
not know. Sir, what In* means by public interest. It w'as very difficult 
for iJie Finance Member to explain what “ distressed gold was, but I 
would like to ask him what he means by public interest—whether it is the 
int(‘r('st of the Government of India or the interest of the Imperial Bank 
of India. We, the re]) resen tat ives of the public, here interpret public 
interest as the interest that affects the 360 millions ])eople of this country, 
wliei-eas my friend, the Finance Member’s idea of public interest is the 
interest of the inisli hush policy of the banking interest of India, the 
ini crest of tin* capitali.sts’ vested intere.sT. and the interest of Whitehall. 
8ir. J will try to kc^ej) myself within the ruling you have just given. 1 
am here reminded of the Imperial Bank of India Act of 1920 which was 
])ass('d by the old liiiiierial Legislative (’ouiieil where men of banking 
ex])eriene(‘ did take part and di<i fight valiantly, but I do not like today 
to refer on the floor of the House to the speeches that were delivered by 
the lion-official represim tat ives then. 1 shall merely quote the s[)eeeh 
of th(‘ Honourable Mr. W. ^l. Hailey (now His Excellency Sir Malcolm 
Hailey) who is now the eonscience-keeper of Whitehall. While he moved 
that the Bill bi* pa-ssed, he referred to the various doubts and suspicions 
that wen* expre.ssed by the Oiiposition, and he replied to them en¬ 
couragingly and piously stated his \iews in these words. I do hope, when 
iny friend, the Finance Member, will rise to replj', he wdll reply point by 
l>oint categorically to this statement w'hich T am (luoting from the speech 
of (he Honourable Mr. W. M, Hailey and tell us how far the Govern- 
TU(»nt of India have exercised their control on the Imperial Bank of India 
and how far the Imperial Bank had given effect to the pious wishes of the 
then Finance Member of the Government of India in their day to day 
routine work. This is what he said : 

** I am sure that time and ex|>erienee will dissipatt? the apprehension that the net* 
Bank will prove a d.-inger to the private banks of this country. For my own part I 
have never been able to envisage the position that the new Impc^rial Bank is likely to 
serve the needs of one class of Ihe eoinmiinity or of one section of bankers. We our¬ 
selves have regarded it purelv as a measure to extend banking facilities, and to render 
the money resources of India more accessible to the trade and industry of this country ; 
thereby promoting that financial progress which is an indisputable condition of the 
social and economic advancement of India, sit was in this belief, Pir, that we first 
set (.iir hands to this measure ; it was in this belief that, in spite of some opposition 
and misunderstanding, of our motives, w'e continued to press it on the Council ; and 
it is ill the belief that the measure will give to us a great national institution having 
Ru*p]e resources for the assistance of trade, constituting itself an example of soiind 
bonking to other banks, an institution which will assist not only the State, but the 

f ublic, and all sections of the public—it is in the firm assurance in this belief that 
now ask the Oouneil to pass the Bill.” 
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Nobody on this side of the House, nor the teeming millions of India, 
except the few Indian or European capitalists that are Directors or 
Governors of the Iini)erial Bank, can say that the Imperial Bank is a 
national hank of India. 1 challenge here and outside this House any 
Indian to say that the Imperial Bank is functioning as the national hank 
of India, I further say that the Imperial Bank of India has gone against 
every indigenous bank, because it has l)eeu the i)rotege of the Govem- 
inent of India, because it handles the huge finances of the Government. 
It has become a bloated up bank, and, with its big tinancial reserves, it 
might be benefiting a few shareholders, but it has done infinite harm to 
the national interests of India. It has done infinite harm to the Indian 
trade and commerce. My friend—of course he was my friend—]\Ir. W. M. 
Hailey, here says : 

“ For in,v own jnirt 1 linve never Leeii nl»le to eiiviHage the ]>OHit‘ioii that the 
iicw Jniporial Bank is likely to serve the needs of <»iie class of the ctnniniinity or of one 
section of bankers. We ourselves have regarded it purely as a measure to extend 
banking facilities, and to render the money resources of India more accessible fo the 
trade and industry of this country....” 

Ho also mentioned that it will .serve all sections of the Indian public. 
I do hope that the witnesses, who will apjiear lu'fore the .Joint G(»nii>.utlee, 
will prove that they have served all the interests in India. We have asked 
questions of the present Finance Member and his predecessors. Figures 
were jiroduced to show that more money was advanced to tlie European 
interests in this country than to the Indian interests. My opposition to 
tiiis reference to a fJoint Committee lies in the fact tliat in spite of my 
having certain differences about the Resent Bank, 1 have welcomed its 
establishment. 1 have supported that there shouhi be a Reserve Bank, liut 
why should the Reserve Bank, which is to be vested with the powers 
w’liich at ])resent the Government of India exercise through their Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, hand over all their resources, their licpiid resources to 
the Imj)erial Bank ? Why should the Imperial Bank be at an advantage 
as against the (leiitral Bank of India, or the Bank of India, or the Bank 
which iny Honourable friend, Mr. Vidya 8agar Pandya, controls ? We 
know’ tlie history of the Presidency Banks. They Avere European banks, 
thotigh there might have been a large number of Indian shareholders. 
And the legacies of the Presidency Banks still continue in the inauage- 
luent of the Imperial Bank. Wlien we are turning a new’ leaf, wlien we 
are thinking in terms national, why should one particular bank receive 
these faA’ours from tlie Reserve Bank and not the other banks V If Ave 
tbroAv out this Bill, no harm Avill be done to the Government or to the 
country. Government may bring a Bill to rejieal the Imi’ierial Bank of 
India Act, and they may bring forAvard another Bill for entmdng into 
business transactions AAuth all banks,—of course, Indian, with Indian 
Directors, banks Avhich satisfy the conditions laid doAim in the External 
Capital Committee’s report about the Directorate, about the share capital. 
The Government of India would then enter into Iransaetions wdth them, 
and Avlierever other indigenous bank.s exist, they should give equal 
opportunity, and no preferential treatment should be given to the Imperial 
Bank. 

Sir, things have gone wrong. The financial Swaraj or control Avhich 
we were dreaming of has slipped out of our hands, partly through our 
mistakes and partly through the rally of the diehards in England. I do 
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not mind if my Honourable friend, the Finance Member, is a party to the 
financial safeguards in the White Paper ; it is his duty as a Britisher. But 
I would not like him to perpetuate this piece of injustice by permitting 
the imperial Bank to squeeze out all other banks. 1 will only give one 
illustration. It is not a new thing ; it is well known to the House, 
especially to its older Members. When the Peoples’ Bank of Lahore went 
into liquidation, did the Imperial Bank go to its rescue V Rather there 
was a dinner party in Laliore celebrating the liquidation of the Peoples’ 
Bank. But when the Alliance Bank went into liquidation, the imperial 
Bank of India, though controlled by the (Miancellor of the Exchequer of 
th(* Government of India, though controlled by this Legislature,—^fiat went 
round a»jd the Finance Member ordered the Imperial Bank to lake over 
the wliole I)urden of the Alliance Bank. We asked questions aftr^r ques¬ 
tions ; I do not know how many hundreds of questions w^ere asked on the 
iloor of tliis lIous<*. The final reply never came, nor did we on this sitle 
know how much lo.sis the Im])erial Bank suffered. Of course, 1 must say 
thal that Joss is covered by the huge free deposit of 200 or 1100 crores of 
ruj)ees which tlje Imperial Bank handles every year without paying any 
interest on behalf of the taxpayers. It is sriid that the shareholders or 
creditors of the Alliauee Bank got onlv eight aiina.s to the rupee. Is that 
so ? 

Mr. Vidya Sagar Pandya : The Imperial Bank of India gave them 
funds 1o enable lliem 1o pay eight annas in the rui>ee to the depositors 
immediately. 

Mr. S. 0. Sen Olengal National Chamber of Commerce ; Indian Com- 
in(M’ee) : The creditors got to the extent of about fourteen annas in the 
rujx-e, 

Mr. Vidya Sagar Pandya : The creditors were paid eight annas 
inuiiediately. 

Mr. B. Das : Tlie lmp<*rial Bank, ilireeted by the then Finance Member 
(.f the Government of India, eame to tin* iv.seue of the Alliance Bank, and 
the seaiidals of Boulton Brothers and other European financiers, who eon- 
trolled the Alliauee Bank, did not see the light of day. This is the past 
liisiorv of the lmj)erial Bank of India, and today my Honourable friend 
asks us to hand o\vr to it for a ]>eriod of 25 years the control of the 
banking o])erati(»us of the Nation ! Either the Reseiwe Bank is not going 
to be a national l)ank. or the intentions of the Government are not honest. 
If wj* vote for this Bill today, we .shall be creating one particular vested 
iiitirest against all other banking intere.sts, and we shall be ])erpetuating 
all the evil aspeet.s of the past history of the Imperial Bank. I appeal 
to my Honouralile friemls not to commit that mistake. I appeal to my 
Ilonourabh' friends to idlow the Government time to think out and plan out, 

which they have not had lime so far to do, amidst their other pre- 

occui)ations. 1 api)Pal to my Honourable friends on this side of the 
House to criticise tlie Bill in such a way that all indigenous banks of India 
lu‘ne a chance to be agents of the !^serve Bank wherever they have 
branches. With those few remarks I oppose the pernicious proposition 
which is contained in this Bill. 

1 wish to point out that section 10 of the Imperial Bank Act, 1920, 

whieh is to be amended by clause 4 of this Bill brings out the meaning of 

L200LAD B 
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ihe words, ‘‘ sole agent Shall I read section 10 ? Section 10 says : 

** It aliall also be lawful for the Bank under any agreement with the ISecretary 
of State for India in Couiudl to act as b.ankcr for, and to i)ay, receive, collect and 
remit money, bullion and securities on behalf of the Government ’'— 

and the amendment says : 

for the words ‘ the Secretary of State for India, in Council ’ the words * the lU»scive 
Baiik of India ^ shall be substituted.” 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : But where is the expression 
“ sole agency '' “? My Honourable friend said that he would show us 
wliere this expression occurred in the i)resent Bill. 

Mr. B. Das : What is in a word 1 am explaining how clause* 4 
confers the sole power to the Imperial Bank of India. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : My Honourable frieaid has not 
proved his point at all. 

Mr. B. Das : It is very difificiilt to coiivinee m.v Honourable frieiul. tin 
Finaiiee ]\Iember, but the Chair and evor 3 ' other Member of this Hotisf is 
(foiivineed. 

Mr. T. N. Ramakrishna Reddi : Will ili<‘ lIoiKmrablc Meiub<‘r make 
4 a statement that other banks will also work as ag(*nts to tla* lie.MTVc 
Bank ? 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shannuikham Cbetty) : Thar 
point reallj’ aris(‘s oul of the Reserve Bank Bill. It is for the Reserve 
Bank to d(?ci(l(* if th(*y will have the Imperial l>ank of India as tlieir sob* 
agents or they w*ill liave other banks also as their agents. This Bill only 
enables the linjuTial Ibiiik of India to (‘titer into an agre(‘nient with tii(‘ 
Reserve Bank, whereby tlie Imperial Bank w ill be the sole agent or ono of 
the ag‘‘nts. 

Mr. B. Das : F do not w'ish to ]mobmg tlie agony of the Treasnr.v 
Benches. Your ruling .satisfies me. Sir. Those (»f us, wdio will be re- 
pre.sented in the C'onimittee, w'ill see that the Imj)enal Bank doe.s not 
beeoiiK* the sole heir of the State for millions of 3 ^ears. Tn consideration 
of that view*, I can give my sanction if the Finance Member says that he 
will withdraw this Bill and bring out another Bill, whereb.v other 
indigenous banks will also be heirs to the funds of tlie Reserve Bank. 

Mr. R. fi. Sarma ('Nominated Non-f)flfieiar) : I move that the qiu*stion 
be now put. 

(Hr. B. JDas ; Ts he the Government w'hip ? 

Mr. Laldiand Navalrai : 1 am not oppo.sed to this Bill at all. I feel 
that it will be inconsistent* if we did not .send this Bill also to the Select 
Committee. This Bill, connected as it is with the Reserve Bank P»ill, 
fihould automaticall.v go to the Select Committee. I am not going to make 
a long speech on this motion, nor shall I go into details. I am thankful 
to the Honourable the Finance Member when he got up to say that he 
takes note of the defects and irregularities of the Imperial Bank and that 
he will consider them. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : I really must reject rny 
Honourable friend’s praises. T never said anything of the kind. 
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Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Then I do hope that the Finance Member 
who hius been hearing the defects of the Imperial Bank, not only now, but 
also at question times, will give his attention to this at the time when he 
is luaking an actual agreement with the IrniJerial Bank. There is only one 
point to which I wish to refer and it is this. T had no op])ortunity to 
speak on the Keserve Bank Bill, but what I want to emi.»hasize is this— 
that some of us on this side of the House are against any indirect election 
of the Directorate. The Directors, as 1 understand "them under the 
Ii(»s(*rve Bank Bill, have to be selected by Local Boards. I find here some 
attempt Is being made with regard to that under clause 28 of this Bill. 
It is sfiid that the Central Board shall consist of tlie following Governors 
and so on and then a reference is made, to the Secretaries of the Local 
Boards estal)lish(‘d by this Act and it is further said that if any Local 
Board is h(*reafter (‘stablished under this Act, there will be such number 
of p(‘r.sons t.<i represent it a.s the f’(‘ntral Board may prt‘scribe. 

The Imperial Bank of India Act is not with me and I am not in a 
position to say Inm the Directors arc at prc\senl elected. I am told that 
1h(‘ Directors are eleet(‘d by the shareholders. Tliat is the direct inetiiod 
of electing the Directors. That methfxl I want for both the Banks, and 
1 want to draw the att(‘ntion of the Finance Member to tills point of 
direct eh^etion and ask tliat it should Ik? eonsi«lered at the time of the 
Joint Select (’ommittees’ me(*ting. I have nothing more to say. 

Mr. S. C. Sen : I have no desire to enter into the details of this Bill. 
This Bill is neco.ssary for removing certain restrictions which wer(‘ 
iiujKised on the linj»erial Ihink, because they were dealing with the 
Secretary of Stat(‘, but T ask the Honourable the Finanee Member in 
ri'iiioving those restrictions to consider how' far they are consistent with 
safely for the very large sums of money which will ix* handled by the 
Imperial Ibink of India on behalf of the Government of India. If the 
future Imperial Bank of India is to be allowed to trade in all classes of 
tilings, a.s it is ])rnposed to be done, how far would that be con.sisteut 
^^ith the handling of large sums by the Imperial Bank of India on behalf 
of the Beserve Ilank ! That is a point which should be considered by 
the Ilonniirable the Finanee M(nnber when the Bill goes Itefoi’e the Select 
Committee. ^Mueh abuse has been showered on the Imperial Ihiiik of 
India by my friend, ^Ir. Das. My experience in (’aleutta is otherwise. 
AVhen \ve approached the Imperial Bank on behalf of the l>engal 
National Bank, they immediately gave us 20 lakhs of rupees. T cannot 
forget the way in 'which the Imperial Bank came to our help (ui that 
oectusiou. 

Mr. B. Das : One swallow docs not make a summer. 

Mr. 8. C. Sen : As abuses haVe been showered on the head of the 
Imperial Bank of India, I have told the House what is our experience 
in this matter. 

Mr. Vidya Sagar Pandya : They have declined to advance money 
ev<ui against Government pa])er. 

Mr. S. C. Sen *. They did not even look in our ease into the securities 
which were being ofrereij and they paid the money then and there. 

Mr T. N. Ramakrishna Reddi : Then they were not doing good 
banking business. 

T.2aoLAD 
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Mr. B. Das : Were the applicants Bengalees ? 

Mr. S. C. Sen : Yes, tlie Directors of the late Bengal National Bank 
were all Bengalees. TJien, another objection was raised by Mr. Paiidya 
that the Bank Directors were guilty of sending j)rc)xies to the shareholders. 
Probably he has forgotten that that is a procedure which obtains in the 
case of every joint stock conipany in the world and that it is legalised 
is proved by decisions in the highe.st Courts in England. So there is 
nothing wrong there. Jf, for the piirjwse of the Hank and for the pur¬ 
pose of the business of the Bank, the Directors thought that they should 
ai)proach the shareholders with proxies, there is nothing wrong in it. 
Sir, T need not go into furtlier details. AH I need say at this stage is that 
tlie restrictions, whieh are sought to be removcsl, shouhl bo ean*fidly 
considered. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : Sir. before 1 take uj) the geiu'ral priucij)les 
of this Bill, I would like to make some reference* to two points mentioned 
by my friend, Mr. Vidya Sagar Pandya. The first j>oint rel'(‘rs to age. 

. 1 rememhor when 1 was a small boy in a school, some i)crson came to 
examine me and jiut a simple question of arithmetic : If the j)rice of a 
horse, whose age is 4 years, is Ks. 15. Avhat would be the ])riee of the 
same horse when it reaches the age of 24 ? I immediately multiplied the 
f)rice* of the horse with (i and 90 was the answer. Then, ev(‘ryb()dy laughed 
and I thought that 1 had made a mistake. Tlum T r(‘Cousidered the 
matter and found (Mit that the valr.e of every living being increases with 
age up tio a certain limit and afterwards the law of diminishing returns 
begins, and price at a eerlain age suddeidy collapses. I think this M^as 
really the point whieh Mr. Paiidya was trying to bring out. The second 
point to which I would like to refer is about tlie persons who went to 
London. I was unfortunately one of the persons who went to London, but 
I Avas not a niomber of the Reserve Bank Committee ; I did not take i)art 
in the discussion nor I signed the report ; I was a member of the 
Railway Committee. I left India Avith the full determination that 1 
would oppose tooth and nail the scheme relating to the estahlishinent of 
the Statutory Board and in order to equip myself 1 went to OeiieA^a to 
gather some*more facts in addition to Avhat T already possessed. But 
when 1 carefully examined the administration and the Avorking of the 
various Railways in Europe, 1 ehaiiged my mind on account of the 
couAuncing facts Avhicli Avcrc laid before me. Let me tell the House that 
this did not happen in the hot climate of London—because my experieu(‘e 
is that the climate of London at that time was certainly hotter than that 
of Simla now—but I changed my mind in the cool atmosphere of OeneAM. 
And wlien the time comes to discuss this (picstion of the Statutory Rail- 
Avay Board I hope mj" clistinguislied Leader Avill giA^o the Assembly an 
opportunity to discuss it, and then T Avill be able to lay before the House 
the exact reasons and facts on accoTint of which T changed my opinion. 
Therefore, tlie House should giA^e some concession to the persons who 
Avent to London. They had some honesty about them. It is quite a 
different matter that unfortunately the majority of the members of the 
Reserve Bank Committee consisted of persons avIio believed in. the State 
Bank, but their honesty is not in question. 

Now, Sir, I come to the subject matter of this Bill. T Avould have 
very much liked to have this Bill consisting of only tAvo clauses. The 
first clause ought to have been that the Imy^erial Bank of India Act of 
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1920 is hereby repealed; and the .second clause should have said that the 
Governor General in Council may be empowered to transfer all the cash 
balances and also take the necessary steps to transfer the credit of the 
country from the Imperial Bank 1o the future Reserve Bank. These two 
claus6*s would have been <|uite sufficient to m(‘et our case. Then we 
would have left it to the Keserve Bank to make such lU'jrotiations with 
the Imperial Bank and other banks as it mi^dit think fit. Sir, I would 
like, first of all, to ask tin* (piestioii wliether the Iinp(*rial liank is a 
private bank or whether it is a State Bank ! You eaniiot say that it is 
a private bank b<‘eaus#‘ we are eriaetiuL^ for the Imfierial Bank. We are 
not enaetinpr for the Simla bai’k nr for ot]o'*r banks in this eountry. We 
are plaeinjr tliis Imperial Bank in a favoured position. So it is not a 
private bank. Is it a State Bank ? I suppose the answer will be that 
it is not alto^^ethcr a State Bank because the shareholders liave got 
enormous jx^wers. I do not lik<‘ t(* iro into thr* details as iliey have 
already }>een described by my distjnguished friend, Mr. Vidya Sagar 
Pandya. The fact, however, is that it i'^ m ithor the one nor the other. 
It is both a Sharoliolders’ Bank and the (roverninent Bank. Sir. Iljis 
sort of thing yon are demanding in the ease of Iho Res'^wve Bank. 
Whatever iri-egularities iln-y want to eommit they may do without 
taking th<“ risk of being- eritieisod in tb • Assembly. Von ar(‘ creating a 
position in wliieli uedlu'r tin- shareholders nor Tjf-gislat nr*- may bg isi a 
])0silion to erilieix*. A sbaroliolder as .su^-b lias got no vf icn- b'-eaiisf- 
oiu* man’s is always drowned by a Iiarehobb-r who is holding 200 

proxies in his p<Kdvet. It is not a cas(‘ of one nnni and one vote. We 
cannot i-riticdse it on tin- f1o<>r of this House. Thert-fore. T do not mind 
that it may either lx* a State Bank and its working criticised on ihc 
floor rif this House, and its administration res])onsible to tin- Legislature, 
01 - be a private or a Sliareholders^ Bank. In the latter case wt* need not 
tak(* the trouble of going into its affairs at all. If the Bank luisinanages 
its hnsim^s.*-, it wonbl suffer, and sliareholders Jiot the tax])ayers would 
pay for mismanagenn-iit. Here what they art* trying to do is this. The 
Imperial Bank is ntd doing anything for the ])enefit fd‘ tin* eotinlry and 
yiM it is de!naruling the full benefit of the protr*ction of Government. 
’’I'llis is a very anoinalous posititm and we should not allow it. I want 
t(* press that the (pi<*stion of the Imperial Ikudc ought to he loft entire¬ 
ly to the eonsiderat ion of the Rt'serve J»auk wln-n it is established and 
we. as !\l<*mbers of tliis L. gislatnre, slioubl not talce ]>art in its delibera¬ 
tions at all. <'•’<*e]>l in one i*espt‘ct, if iht* iionoiirabU* ibe Finance Member 
may be willing to aeer'pt it, tlial tin* Aet of 1920 may be repealed 
altofjetlier and 1h<* linp(*rial Bank may be plaeerl on the same footing as 
other })anks. Sir, we liave got the Act before ns but no ])crson either on 
behalf of tin* linnerial Bank or the (Jovernincnt lias made out a case as 
to why the Bank should continue to receive the ])roteetion of the Gov¬ 
ernment. If tht‘re was no Reserv<» Bank, then 1 could understand that 
the Government Avniited a bank to look after its credit. But when the 
credit of the Government is going to lie transferre>d fnuu the Trniierial 
Bank to the Re.serve Bank, then there is no reason why we should 
continue te show the same favour which Ave haA'e been .shoAving for the 
la.st years to this oin* particular Bank. It may be said that because 
AA^c have been shoAving t(* this Bank special favour and bceaiise this 
Bank had been enjoying special privileges, it is aecustomed to it and it 
should continue to enjoy them. If that is the argument AA^hich is 
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broiifjlit in its favour, then the argument of iny honourable friend, 
Mr. Paiidya, will iiiiniedlately eoine to Ihe forefront, namely, that our 
experience is that the vay in wliich yon carried on llic affairs in the 
past does not deserve the eontinnatioif of those privilofres. Therefore 
I would very much like to be inforiiied by those Avho are in favour 
of the continuation of these privileges to make out a ease for the 
continuation of the ]wivile^res. 

Another point T should like to refer to is this. If the Imperial 
Bank Act is to bo enacted by us, and rj'ceive lepfislative authority, 
the Imperial Baidc must be subj(‘et to the conditions of ‘ Services ^ 
laid down by the Home nepartment. If tiie Home Department make 
rules of appointment for the departments of the Government of India, 
then all departments which receive protection and favour from them 
should conform to those conditions. Similarly if the Imperial Bank is 
to receive leuislative S'nu*ti(ui, then they should submit to all the 
conditions laid down by the Home Department. This is oiu* more ])oint 
aprainsf the lejrislative enactment of the Imperial Bank if they refuse 
to submit to the conditions. Therefore, I stroufrly impress this fact 
that we oii^rlit to ])laee all the iiidijrenous banks in India on the same 
footiii". AVe must not places one baidc in a favoured position. If this 
principle is adopted tlum this lejrislation j.roes ajrainst that particular 
principle. We on this side of the House* very stroiigrly feel that no bank 
should be placed in a privileged position and therefore we cannot 
possibly aprrec to the* continuation of the i)rivile”-es enjoyed and 
misused so long by the Imperial Bank. 

Aiioth(*r point that 1 wish to make out is this. India is no doubt 
an agrieultiiral country. If any one wishes to give any advantage to 
India then he must take into the consideration the benefits of the agri¬ 
cultural classes. In this ease the Imperial Bank has singularly failed. 
They may have failed on account of the provisions of the Imperial Bank 
Act. But tliey never demanded from llie Government a change of that 
Act. The Im])erial Bank never give any advance to tin* landlords 
on the security of landed property. I jminted out the other day that 
though the bank rate of interest has ])een reduced, it has been reduced 
only for the benefit of the industrialists and eomrnereial men in Bombay 
and Calcutta. We, in Hpper India, who pay v(*ry largo taxes for the 
profits of the Tm|)erial T^ank, gain no advantage from them. They 
never give any advance on tbf* security of agricultural ])roperti(*s and 
Iherefore the landlords are compelled to take money from the local 
bankers who have not reduced their rates of interest on account of the 
lowering of the bank rate of interest. Therefore, here also the Imperial 
Bank has singularly failed to lu*lp a very im]mrtant class of India, 
namely, the agrienltnrists and the landlords and therefore this is another 
reason why they do not deserve any favour which we have been show¬ 
ing to them. No doubt the Imperial Bank was our favourite wife till 
now and the only wife till now, but now the Reserve Bank has come 
into existence and I think we should not have two. We should divorce 
the first. 

The Honourable Sir Gieorge Schuster ; Sir, my Honourable friend 
who has just spoken deserves, 1 think, the honour of the House in one 
resY)eet above all and that is that he is not afraid of standing up in this 
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Asst'iribly and stating that lie has clianged Ids iidnd. J am { 4 :iad in a way 
ihat my lloiioiirablo friend Las made liis speech. 1 am sure he will not 
take if amiss from me if 1 say this to him. 1 think his speech discloses 
that he lia.s not made tiiat careful study of th<* affairs and iiosiiion of the 
le.iperial Hank that he has made* of the ]>osition of llic Itailway Board 
ab(ait wliicl] we liear so nin(*]i from him. Xow. f pot it to my Honourable 
li'iend in all s(*rioiisness—lie always fakes a part and a very important 
fiart in the discussions on the floor f)f i\w J!oi|S(—and 1 ))ut it to him 
that liefore he apain intervene'-; in the later sta{.oes of rids diseiission, let 
him ^o not to Beneva but to Bombay, Caleutta and Madras and seek.... 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : In view of iiiv (*xp(‘ri(*n<*e in Ji.aidon. of 
whielj the iionourable ^lemher is an eye witness, will he still advise me 
to «.a) i() Bom hay 

The Honourable S:r George Schuster : i ^ey let him \ idt those 
phnt"^ and h-i Idle m - :-. di^enssion tlios** wiio are re-iionsible for 

running the alfaiis of the Imperial Bank and I'd him jiiit before liiem some 
of the |)oints whieli he has made to^liy. Sir. it is n<»t niv obj(*<*t. nor is it 
a jn-oper part for me to ajipear in tliis House as tlie advoeate of the 
Imperial Bank. There are many things which 1 would like in ccoiiuion 
,insti(-(> to say but as 1 h;n'e already pointe<l out on tin* occasion of om* (d' 
ihe interventions wiiielj I iiave made in tin* disenssion today. J wish to 
say noihiiig now which will create tin* iini>r(‘ssioii that 1 am in the least 
biassed in my mind oin* way or the other as regards the statements that 
licive br(*n made as regards tin* Imperial Bank. There an* many ])oints 
whieh we sh.ill have to enquire into in the Select (’ommittee and lln-re I 
trust llonouridile Meii,]*(‘r? will be Avilling to listen not oiiB to one side 
l)iit to both sid<‘s of tin* ease. Sir. my Honourable fri(*n(l. Mr. B. Das. 
asked me wliat 1 meant by reference to tin* public in1en*si when I '‘Ug- 
‘.'.ested to you tJiat there were eertaiii lines of discussion which it would 

not be in tin* ])ublie interest to permit today. Sir. wind I had in mind 

•as this. 1 was thinking of the pnblie interest in an indirect way. I 
v.a'' thinking really of tin* cause of common justice and I do submit that 
it is ill tile public inten*st that the cause of common iusliee should be n‘s- 
]ie('leil in this House. ]Many Honourable ^Members Jiave spoken as 
.'Hivoeates against the Jmperial Bank bid then* is no one lien* Avbo i.s 
eom]»etent to s])eak as an advocate for the Imperial Bank and 1 think it 

is jusi as well llie.t tliat sln*u1d be so because :is I have alr(*ad.v said I 

tliink the sort of case whieli has heeii made out is oue which should be 
d(*alt witli in tin* Seh*('t v’ommitle(* -'.nd it 'a.-nmU be deidf with pro]>erly 
in the course* of a dt*bate on the floor of the House. 1 .still maintain that- 
most of the sp(*eehes to which we* have liste*uei! tod iv ought to have been 
made*, and in fa<*t inn made*, in the course of the* elkseii.ssion on the pre- 
vieuis motion and tliei’cfore I do not preqeose t(» ele*al with those sjieeehes. 
The ease of fids motion I think is ampl.v proveel anel. it 1 were to indicate, 
ftne way it has been proved, 1 am reminded ol the days when 1 used to 
study Kuclid and there was one method of ])roviug a proposition which 
was called the raluciio nd ahsurdittn. T think the speech of my Honourable 
fri.'iid, ]\Ir. B. Das, provides the redvc.fio ad ahsurdum in the i>rcsent 
ease. My Honourahle friend asked the House to reject this Bill 
altogether. J would ask flic .House t-o consider what that course would 
mean. The House has already approved tlie principle of a Bill whieli 
authorises the Reserve Dank to enter into an agreement with the Imperial 
Bank of India. The Imperial Bank Act, as it stands today, does not 
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authorise the Imperial Bank to enter into an agreement with the Keserve 
Bank but merely to enter into an agreement with the Secretary of State 
in Council. One of the main amendments in this Act is to make it 
possible for the Imperial Bfink to enter into an agreement with the 
Reserve Bank if a Reserve Bank is set up. That, Sir, my ITonoiirable 
friend would seek to make impossible and thereby he would, if this 
Legislature followed his advice, be making this Legislature a laughing¬ 
stock in tJie eyofi of the world. 1 need not say anything more on that juid 
I do not think tlie House will want to hear me on any of the detailed pro¬ 
visions of the Bill. They are all matters which can be discussed in the 
Select Coininittee and I think if I might sum up the general sense of the 
discussion today, it is not that an Imperial Bank Amendment Act is not 
required but tliat the j)resent Bill does not go far enough. 

Mr. B. Das : Yes. tliat is so. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : That, 8ir, is the view of the 
House and I think there is no one who can object to the motion that I 
have proposed. 

Mr. President (The llonoui'able Sir Shanmukham Chetty) : The 
question is : 

“ That this Assembly do roeomniciid to the Counfil of Stoto that the Kfll further 
to amend the Imperial Bank of India Act. 1920, for corUun purposes, be referred to 
a Joint CVnnmitt,e<* of this Assembly and of the (*(»uneil of State, with instruetio!»s to 
report (ui or before tin* ‘JOtli November, :ind that the .foiat Committ(‘e do eonsist 

of 28 members.' ’ 

The motion was adopted. 


THE INDIAN MERCHANT SHIPPING (SECOND AMENDMENT) 

BILL. 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore (Memlx'r for ('ommerce and Rail¬ 
ways) : Sir, I move : 

Tliat the Bill further to amoiid thi- Indian Merchant Shi])pinjr Aet, 1923, for 
certain purposes (Becond Amendment), as rejiorted by the 
1 P.M, Select Committee, bo taken into consideration. ’ * 

Mr. President (Tho Tlonourahle Sir Shaninukham Chetty) : The 
question is : 

** That the Bill further to amend the Indian Merchant Shippinjr Act. 1023, for 
certain ])uruos(*s (Seeoiul Amcmbiient). as rt'ported by the Select (Viniinitt«*p, be taken 
into consideration. ’ ’ 

Till* motion was adopted. 

Clauses 2 to 34 were added to the Bill. 

C]aus(‘ 1 was added to the Bill. 

The Title and the Pniamble were added to the Bill. 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : Sir, I move that the Bill, as 
amended by the Select Committee, be passed. 

Mr. S. G. Jog (Borar Representative) : Sir, the object with w’hicb I 
stand up to speak on this motion is that I do not want to see this Bill 
pjissed without a word from tliis side. T do. not want this House to put in 
their silent approval to this Bill. On the 12th April last, when our 
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IFonourable friend made a long speech on this Bill and there was a lot of 
discussion on it, the President on that night thought that the Bill was of a 
controversial nature and should be discussed at some later stage. We on 
this side of tlie House also thought that the measure was of a controversial 
nature and r(»quir(*d further discussion, and on tliat night the motion for 
Select Committee, very much against the wishes of the Mover, had to be 
jiostponed. 1 had a talk with him immediately after that and 1 thought the 
Movtu- of the Bill had lost his tem])er for some time. But when the Bill 
canic u]) before iht* House for the second time, the motion for the Select 
Committee was ])assed without much discus.sion. 1 also for some time 
thoiiglil, looking to the length of the Bill, that there must be s(jme important 
(jU(‘slions ijivolved which required some elaborate discussion. 

Mr. A. Raisman rCovernment of India : Nominated Official) : Sir, 
may I rise on a point of jjersonal ex[)lanation ? 1 think the Honourable 

Member said that, on the last (Kicasion wdien this Bill wa.s ])Ostponed. he 
spoke to lee and 1 think h»‘ said that I lost my tem])er. I should like to 
ev]»]ain that what the llonourahle Member asked me was whether 1 would 
arrange for the nu'eting f>f the Select Committee to tak<‘ phn-e sometime 
lycfore the present Session, and I must admit that as the motion had not 
yet bei'ii adopted. I said to-him somewhat curtly that 1 was afraid it wa»s 
not much use my e<(Heeding a Seleet (’ommiftee wlien tlie Bill liad not been 
I'eTernMl t'( one. That. Sii', is what happened. 

Mr. S. G. Jog : 1 had no mind to eritieiM* my Hotifnirable friend, but 
T could see that he was vt-ry ke(*n on this Bill and when he found that, it 
was p»)st))one(l for sonn* time, it appean‘d to me that he lost his tiutiper. 
1 a’hsolutely had no mind to east any ast>«‘r.don oji him. llowevcT. Sir. as 
it was given out, the wiioh* ]>rineiple of th(‘ Bill was saf(‘ty first and safety 
last and all tin* elauses wen* introduced for ensuring tlie safety of the 
]>ass<‘’(gers and of the lo;ul that ^\a‘' to la* t>ut on tlu' sliips. Then* was 
some dis< iission when tin* Bill was before tin* Select (’onimittee and there 
W(*re some matters wliieh. thongh not’ exactly relexant to the ]>urp()se of the 
Bill, were still matters of great imixudance from tlie ]>ul)li(* point of view : 
and I am glad lo find that reeognition lias het'ii made of that in the 
Seleid (’ommittei* and 1 should like to read from it. oth(*rwise tin* House 
may not take any notice of it. Of course T am also a signatory to the 
S«*le<'t Committee's report : 

SoiiH* <(f u.s ;ir(* of (ipinion th.'it tlio rulos to pr^-voiit ovoriTowdiiig of (Uu-k 
pa.ssfiigcrM .'ire not td'iiig .strictlv in nil t*:»sos and suggest tlint an inquiry 

should he li(d(l into this matter .and any net ion taken that may be necessary.” 

1 am very miieh thankful to the Cliairman of that meeting and the 
ofHeial members in the Committee that they liave taken a note of the 
suggestion on whicli we, the non-official Members, were veiy keen. The 
question of overcrowding, as in the Railways so in the ships, is a matter 
of gvfivt* concern to the g(Mi(‘ral public, and T am glad to find that the 
official Members hav<* tak(*n note of it, and T only suggest to them tliat 
lliey should not stop here by merely making a note of it, but I hope they 
^xili make imiuiries, and, wht*rever siieh a thing is found to exist, strict 
Tm‘asures should he taken to sto]> this overcrowding. If they take this 
into consideration and ]uit it into operation, I think the lahoiii’s of the 
8(*lect Committee will not have been in vain. This whole Bill refers to 
tin* safety of ships and, 1 think, in future, the safety of the shii)s will 
very mueh be assured. With these words, I support the motion that the 
Bill bo passed. 
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The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : Sir, I will only detain tlie House 
for just a. short moment. 1 really would likt* to see credit po where 
credit is diu' and I should like to say that the i)oint to which my Honour¬ 
able friend, Mr. Joir. refernnl was raist*<l by my Honourable friend, 
Mr. (laya Prasad Sin^h. He raised it both in tJie shape of questions 
in ti:is House a'>d also duriiijj: the discussions in the 8el(‘ct (Vmimittee, 
and 1 iK'etl only say that no reccmimendalion coming from any Jiiember 
(?f tIh’ Seh'ct ('ommitt(‘e will 1‘ail to receive the most careful considera¬ 
tion. 


Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Slianmukham Chetly) : The 
question is : 

“ Tli.'it the Bill further to .iiiieiid the huruni JMer''h:,i!t A'1, leL*‘’i, :is 

anieJidetl by the Select C'oiiuuittee, he jiassed.” 

The iiiotioii was adopted. 

The Assemblv then adjourned I'nr Lnneli fill Hail' Past Tv.o of the 
Clock. 


The Assemhly re-assembled after Luneli at llalf Past Pwo of the 
Clock. ]\Ir. Presid«dit (The Honourable Sir Shanmukham Chetty) in the 
Chair. 


THE :\n’H81irDAHAD ESTATE ADMIXISTKATIOX DILL. 

Mr. B. J. Glancy i Political Secretary) : Sir. I move : 

*• That the Bill to jirovide for the appoint ineiit of a Manag.r on tn'half of the 
fSeeretary of Stale of the j>rop(>rties of the Nawab liahadnr of Miirshidabad and to 
defiiu' the j*0U(Ts and duties of the MaieigiT, rejmrted by the Si'lei-t ('ouiinitf i‘e. be 
taken into consideration.’’ 

1 am frlad to he able to say that the Select Committee, to which this 
Bill was referred, have sent in a unanimous rejtort ; only very few amend¬ 
ments have b('en su^jrested in t'ho Committee, and I do not think it is 
necessary for me to outer into tliem now. (’ertairi members of the Select 
Committee have aitpended to the (’omniittee’s report a minute which runs 
as follo^v.s : 

nuinin'r of <*ivditor.s of tin* X.'iwali Jhdiailnr liavc obiainod dicreos in tho 
liighei^t judicial courts. Wo fool sure that ihoso rlocr(*os will not bo iijjhtly ro-npoiu d 
by tho Maiia^^or uiidor tho powers Avhich this Bill confors ou him, but will bo accojjiod 
as facie i)r()of of tho rosjaadivo debts.” 

That minute appears to Crovernment to be a perfectly reasonable and 
nnobj(*etionable stateinent of the position ; and Government are (jnite f)rc- 
Itared to ^ive an assurance that the Manaprer will act in aceordaiiee there¬ 
with. In the lie-ht of this assurance which I have now ffiven, J venture 
to (X])ress a hojte that Honourable IMemhers may not find it necessary to 
move the amendments which stand in their names. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shanmukliam Clietty) : The 
question is : 

Tlmi tho Bill to provide for the appointmont of a Mnnngcr on bohalf of the 
Secretary of StfiU* of th<* properties of tho Xawub B.'jh;nlur of Murshidabart and to 
define Iho powers ami duties of tho Manapor, ;is rc 2 )ort(‘d by tho Select (^>miiiittee, be 
taken into comsideration.” 

The motion was adopted. 
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C'lause 2 was added to the Bill. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir ShanmuJchain Chetty) : The 

^juostion is : 

“ TliMt C'lsiiiHc 3 Ktainl of flie Bill." 

Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim ((^hitta*ron«:T Division ; Miihani 
iTiadai! Kural) : .Mr. I'residvjit, it i- tM*r1ainIy not' my purpose to 
eniharrasy tlie OfTieial Ihuiches by mnvinpr this amendniont. My sole object 
is to disoliar^c a moral duty to my eonslitmmcy oti t!u‘ floor of this 
House. 1 am not in any way connected willi the estate of ]\Iursliidabad 
and I have no }»ricf on liehaJf of the Nawab Bahadur. 

Mr. President (Tlie Honourable Kir Shanmukham (’ helty) : The 

Hononra})Ie ^remlx'r. must' move his amemlmi'iit. 

Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim : Sir, T move : 

" Tlint t«i oliiiisc .‘1 of the Bill, tlu* fiirtlu-r }»roviso.s Ik- :i<Mrd : 

‘ I’roviiled thot tlo* H;iljirv of tlu* Al;nia;;t*r, so appoiiiO'd. sh;ill jiot rxtft-d. rupees 
liimdri’d .'uid fifty p<*r inoiitli, or :i sum efjiiul to tlie ]*eiisioii of rt 
r<>tin*d iiiomlicr of the Tiidinii Civil Servieo wldclKver is less. 

f’rovided tluil the M.'iimtrer so ji]ij>oiiited .'ihrill l»e ;i person on wIkhij the Nawab 
P»;ili.'idiir li;is full faith, ;oiil the Maiiaj^er so selerted or apjtointed shall 

furnish .se(‘urities wliielj will Im* a reasonablr* sum in the oj)iuion of the 

Seeretary of State l<»r India 

Tlie mandate of my eonstituoney is iliLs : in Benpral, the Xawab 
Bnliadiir of .Murshidabad is a bi^ Zamindar : he has been oecnpyiiip; a 
bifr position aimni'T^t the zamindars of Benpral. but, in these days <')f 
retreneliment and tliifijrs of tliat kind, ])er]iaj)s Government will very 
seriously eonsidtn* whether they will md likt* to sn^^^est' to the Xawab 
Btihad'ir to o(‘onomi.se bi.s exj)enditnre. Personally I do not know who 
is the present holdtu* of the eoveted position of ;^Ianafrer to the Xawab 
Baliadnr ; hut this mueli I should say that he should not be urettiiiir any 
sum bijrjrer than a first elass (’ity ]\Ia^istrale in Ben^ral or, for that 
matter, tin* pensiem of a eovenanterl .servant of the Crown, who retires 
after working in tlmt ])r()vinee ; beeause we have ])reeedents of estates 
perhaps <j\iitt' as hitr—c.f/., the estate of the Xawab of Daeca or of 
IMyniensiiifrli and other ]ilaees in Bengal ; and if Government take a 
little trouble to aseertain really how mneh such Managers were srettin" 
there. I am eertaiii they would not have any objo(*tion to accept this 
hunjble amendment. It seems that pcrha])s that bit of information is not 
available in the Department : otherwise wlien they are jroiner to do a 
irood turn to the Xawah Bahadur, I am certain that they would have 
considered the sum of Its. HoO or the ])ension of a (’ivil Seiwant, a very 
bi<? sum indeed. If the present holder is prottin^^ more than 11a. 850, as 
ajrainst the debt to be diseliarfred of nearly 20 lakhs, it seems to me that 
my amendment will not be a serious eneroaelmient. rather a frocxl sa^’ill^^. 
If Government have prot a soft corner for the Nawab Bahadur of 
Murshidabad, if they want to do liim a prood turn, T am certain they should 
feel that even if he could be helped to save ten rupees from his budget, 
it will bo a tbinpr worth considering very s<'riously by Government. 

1 also wish that the Manager so selected or appointed should be 
personally known to tin* Nawab Bahadur, because I understand that 
perhaps Government in their benevolence go out of the way sometimes to 
foist things on people which they do not really like ; and the second part 
of my amendment, therefore, is this : that when they appoint a Manager, 
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it will be desirable even from an equitable standpoint to consult the Nawab 
Bahadur to see whether the gentleman, whom the Secretary of State may 
aj3point as i\Ianager, is one who would be able to pull on well with the 
Nawab Bahadur, because 1 do not think it is fair, least of all to the Govern¬ 
ment of India, to take advantage of the embarrassed position of the Nawab 
Bahadur and impose on him any one they like, simply because the Nawab 
Bahadur has gone to the length of contracting debts of doubtful considera¬ 
tions. The Nawab Bahadur may not dare to refuse anybody who might 
be foisted on him as Manager ; so 1 say that when we are so solicitous, as 
it looks by the ])n‘sen1ation of this Bill here, it would be as well to consult 
the Nawab Bahadur personally when they ai)point the Manager. 

1 think that is all 1 need say on the i)resent oeeasion with regard to 

the aj)})ointment of the JManager and the salary which lit* should draw. 

I am quite certain if a man who is not liked by the Nawab Bahadur is 
selected or ap])ointed as Manager, things will not go on sniootbly. Any¬ 
way, T know that there are very few chances of my motitm being ])assed, 
but J bav(‘ my res])onsibility to discharge in the matter, and, in answer to 
that, I have moved this amendment. 

Mr. President (The Honourable 8ir Slianmiikhain r*hetty ) : Amend¬ 
ment moved : 

That to flar.so H of the the following further provisos he a<Me(l : 

‘ Providefl tlial tlie salarv of the Managor, so ;i}f|*oiiit(Ml, shall not ex«-i*«‘(l ruj.ei's 
eiglil liundre*! and fifty ]»er nionlh, or a suai cjual liie jieiisioa of a 
retired meiul''r of the Iinlian (’ivil Serviia' whiehever is l**ss. 

Provided thfU the Manager so a]>|)oiji1ed shall 1 m* a fuTson on whom t!a‘ Nawnh 
Rahader has full faith, and the Maoiager so ^olorfed or a]>]M»ititfd shall 

furnish seeurities whieh will Im' a reasonable snm in the opinion of the 

ScM-rotarv of .^tare for India 

Mr. S. G. Jog (Berar Representative) : T liave great pleasure in 
supT>orting the amendment moved by my Ilonourfdile friend. Sir Anwar-ul- 
Azim. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai (Sind : Non-Muhammadan Rural) : He lias 
not yet liecome a “ Sir ” ; he expects to be one shortly. 

Mr. S. G. Jog : Ont of the whole bargain. Sir, if anybody stands to 
gain considerably, I think it is the Manager who will he appointed to look 
after this estate. T have not the least idea as to the ineome derived by 
the Nawab of Miirshidabad from his estate and so 1 eannot say whether tbe 
salary of tbe Manager is proportionate to the annual ineorne wliieh t'be 
Nawab Jbihadur gets. I do not think the responsihiliti(*s attaching to the 
post of I\Ianager are .so heavy as to rer|uire the appointment of a man on 
such a higli scale. ^Moreover, we have fo see, with due regard to eflfieieney, 
that whatever is saved goes to redc»eming th(* debts which the Nawab 
Bahadur has incurred. The Political Department, 7 presume, is conscious 
of the sanctity of the payment of debts, and if my friend \ amendment is 
accepted, T think it will go a great way to doing .iiistiee to a large numlier 
of creditors who have advanced large ,sum.s of money to the Nawab 
Bahadur. 

While on thi.s subject, Sir, T should like to point ont that there are a 
large number of estat(*s in India wliieh ean lie similarly said to he en- 
cundiered. T hav^' no idea wliether they ean properly he under the pro- 
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tection of the Political Department, but if the Political Department have 
shown their solicitude for tliis single estate, 1 feel that they should 
siinihirly extend their solicitude to other estates which are similarly en- 
cuiiihercd, and adopt mefiiiures to protect those estates and other noble 
persons who are in the same position as the Nawab Dahadur of Murshid- 
abad. At the same time, 1 should like to give a fair and friendly warning 
to the Political Department that for a long time they sit quiet, simply 
wateli tli(* movements of these nobles and potentates,—probably the Poli¬ 
tical Department never care to give friendly advice in time not to exceed 
tht‘ir annual limits of expenditure, and, when things reach beyond the 
stage of redemption, when these people incur heavy debts, only then the 
Political Department comes in. 

Mr. B. Das (Orissa Division : Xon-Muhammadan) : Can they inter¬ 
fere I(*gally in these matters ? 

Mr. S. G. Jog : Well, my engineer friend has raised a point of law. 
So far as I know, my friend does not dabble in legal ])oints. 

An Honourable Member : Of course, he does. 

Mr. S. G. Jog : T am glad lo lii.d that he dabbles in legal points 
also, fmt. Sir, this is not the time to go into the legal as])eets of the 
qnt'stioii. The iiu'asure is before us ; it hrs been passed by the Select 
(‘ommittee, and it is no doubt the duty of the Government to protect the 
Nawab Ibihadur, and as sueli, 1 must eongratuUite tlie Political Depart¬ 
ment For condeseending to come in ])ro])er time to protect the dignity of 
tills Noble Lord of Murshidabad. At the same time, they must take into 
a(*(*ount tlie qut*stion of equity in favour of the several creditors who have 
advanet*d large sums of money to the Nawab P»ahadur. 1 have no exact 
idea of the age of tin* ]u*esent Nawab, but T am told that he was born in 
the Sixtees or somew’here thereabout. Let us know what are the chances 
of all these er(‘ditors getting their money back. T know this ameiident has 
nniliing to do witli that question, but T do think that the pay is quite dis¬ 
proportionate to the annual income of the Nawab P>ahadur. and it consider¬ 
ably affects the ])osition of the creditors, and. from that ])oint of view, the 
amendment has been ])]aeed before the IIous<». 

With regard to the question of tijking security, T do not feel inclined 
to support that ainendment, because the person wdio is selected must be a 
man (»f means. I do not think that tliere is any necessity of taking any 
sc'cnrity from tlie person wlio wdll be ap]minted as Manager. With these 
{'v\\ f»bs(*rvatioiis, I beg to support the amendment moved hy my friend. 

Mr. R. S. Sarma (Nominated Non-Offieial) : Sir. T strongly oppose 
this amendment, and my reason is veiw’ simple. A Bengal Minister, a 
fri(Mid of mine, re]ilied v<‘rs’' yiroperly wlnni there was a motion in the 
PiOTigal Pouneil, T think, some years ago, that his salary should he 
reduced to one rupee per year. He very gladly accepted that, he w'as 
willing to aeee])t one rupee a year, provided it was a suggestion that 
A\ith tli(‘ approval of the Government and with the approval of the Members 
of ibe Legislatn^e Gonnel] )?e would be allowed to take bribes. The present 
motion is something like that. Here is the family of the Nawab Bahadur 
W'itb f'Ti income of sc*veral lakb.s of rupees, and a man wdio is going to ad¬ 
min ist(‘r the estate on behalf of the Secretary of State must be a verj’' big 
man and must be above t(‘mptations. To expect a man on a salary of about 
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Rs. a month which a Deputy Magristrate in Ben^yal prcts and to take 
up such a huge resi)onsibility is, to my mind, unthinkable. 

With regard to the second part of the amendment, Sir, the present 
Manager who is administering the estate on behalf of the Secretary of 
State, and who will probably continue to administer it on behalf of the 
Secretary of State under the new Act, is a man who has made a mark 
for integrity and ability in the Indian Civil Service in Bengal. He had 
held all the highest positions open to an Indian Civil Service man. 
He held the office of District Officer, he was Secretary to the 
Government of Bengal for a long time, he was a Member of the Board 
of Revenue and he was also Commissioner of a Division, and to ex]>ect 
a man of that ability and experience to work on Rs. 850 as is suggested 
in the amendment is, to my mind, absolutely impracticable. Dn these 
grounds, T strongly oppose the amendment. 

Mr. Muhammad Muazzam Sahib Bahadur (North Madras ; Muham- 
loadan) : Sir, 1 would also ojipose this amendment. Although I <lo not 
hold a brief, as my Honourable friend, Mr. Sarma, does, for the 
Manager, my anxiety is that in so far as it is the desire of the Secretary 
of State for India to protect the Nawab Bahadur and with that end in 
view to d(»vise m(*ans and put into possession of th(‘ estate a Manager 
who would be able effieiently to discharge the functions that would he 
assigned to him under the Act, 1 think the Government of India is tl.e 
proper authority which sliould he allowed to fix a r(*a.sonahle salary for 
the work expected of the ]\Tanager. If I may throw out a suggestion. 
I would say that if the person to he appointed hap])(‘ns to h<* a ndired 
Government official and if In* gets an addilional allowanei* for acting as 
Manager in additi(»n to the pension that he has (*arned, I think a goo'i 
portion of the mon(‘y which Avonld otherwise have to lx* paid to a man 
wiio is not in recei])t of such a pension would he saved. 1 am imt one 
of those who wendd suggest a particular sum. for instanee, Rs. 850 or 
Rs. 950, for tin* man to he ]nif in charge of this office. Ihit I do think 
that by appointing a retired official much of the tem])tation which would 
otherwise a 1 ta(di to ])osts of this character would he done away with. 

1 find the amendment consists of two provisos ; one of which relates to 
the fixing of the salary of the Manager. It may ha])pen that some* of 
m 3 ' Honourable friends are in agreement with that proviso and they 
want to oppose the other proviso. They should have been Reparatel;/ 
luiniherecl. But for m 3 'self, I am opposed to both. The second proviso 
reads : 

“ Provided that the Manager ho appointed shall be n person in whom the .\awab 
has full faith, and the Manager so seleettMl or appointed Hhall furnish securities. 

If it is the idea of the Government of India or rather the Local 
Government to appoint a person who is really in receipt of a pension, I do 
not think we need insist on his furnishing any security in the way in which 
my Honourable friend, Mr. Anwar-ul-Azim, desires. As for the con/idenee 
expected of the Manager, I would say, that nnlesvS the Manager has had 

relations alreadj', for goo<] or for evil, with the Nawab Bahadur of 

Murshidabad, I do not think that that (piestion can come up at all. H 

3 ’^ou insist that the Naw'ab Bahadur sliould have confidence in the 

Manager, then the question arises, that generalising that position you 
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mi^ht as well insist that the Princes or Chiefs under the Court of Wards 
be ilrst consulted as to the amount of confidence which they place in the 
Court of Wards. The Nawab Bahadur, as 1 can frather from the Act, is 
no better than a minor under the Court of Wards. As a matter of fact, 
the ^Manaprer will be in ]iossession of the entire estate and he will exercise 
all the functions which, but for this Act, the Nawab Bahadur would have 
exercised, and as such T do n(»t tliink tliat my Honourable friend is justified 
in deinandiii" security from the Manaprer. 

Mr. O. Morgan (Bengal : European) : I oppose this amendment and 
the ground.s on wliich 1 oj)pose it have been already stated by the last 
two s]>eal\ers. Tt is (piite impossible to expect that for an estate of thi^ 
siz^-, with the resi)onsihi!ities which would he on the shoulders of the 
Manag(‘r of tliis estate, a suitable ^Manager could be obtained for a salarA^ 
of lis. Sr>0. We in tlie Select (’ommittee had full details of the position, 
and thrre was no suggestion ]nit forward that a limited salary slumid be 
give?! to tlie ^lanager. Sir, like tlie last speaker 1 bold no brief for tlu* 
present ineunilamt of the ])ost. I know liim personally and I am sure he is 
<piit(‘ suital)le for the post, but I sliould not expect him to aecepl a ])ost 
of this (l(‘serif)tion on a salary of Rs. br)0 with the r(*s|K)nsi])iIities which 
are attaeli(‘d to that position. J undei'stand that there would be about 
Rs. lakhs after ail pavmeiils under clause 7 with whieli he will have to 
deal. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : May I know how much he gets now : 

Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim : Rs. 2.000. 

Mr. G. Morgan : I do not know. With n^gard to the second part. 

1 flo not kiif>w really wliat the IJonourahle Mem})t‘r has in mind, hut, as the 
last speal:ei- said, tliC Naw?d) Bahadur is iji the position of a minoi* inider 
th(' Court of Wards. lie gets Rs. !),o.s:>-r)-4 out of the estate aiui the 
manageiiH'iit of tile estate and the responsibility for that management 
li<*s on the shoulders of the Manager. I am quite e(‘rtain that the Local 
(ioverr.menl will t‘\ereiM* Ilii‘ gri*atest care in tlie seh'eTion of a Majiager 
for an estate of this deM'riptiou and 1 personaliy would fee] every eon- 
tideiice in the selection made by the Loeal (loveriiment. Sir, I o[)])ose the 
amendment. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt (Burdwan Division : Non-Muhammadan 
Rurah : It ajtpears to me from the title of the Bill that the i)re.soiil amtiul- 
nient is whollv outside the scope of the present Bill. The title of tlie 
Bill is : 

“ A Bill to provide for the nppoiiitnieiit of .*) Msiiuiger on t»ehalf of the Seere^^iiry 
of State of the properties «»f the Nawah Bnh.adur Alurshidabad and to defie'^- the 
powers and duties of the Manager. ’ ’ 

That is all, and not emoluments, not to fix the emoluments. So, it 
appears to me that tlie present ameiulment is outside the scope of this Bill. 
iTort’cver, as the ameiulment has been allowed, 1 beg to submit that I cannot 
agree with my Jlonourahh* friend, the 31ovcr of the amendment. Tlie 
first portion of the amendment wants to fix the salary of the Manager. 
Of course, I would be A’cry glad if a Manager could be had not at ILs. 850, 
but even for Rs. 500 which is the maximum salary fixed for the Governor 
General under tin* Swaraj Government in future years. If my Honour¬ 
able frieml had mov(‘d his amendment on that ground I would have sup- 

e orted him. But, Sir, T eaiumt make out how he arrives at the figure of 
s. 850, and not Rs. 800 or Rs. 1,000. 
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: T)i|^,;^nQvrikbIe;Bu: Bepii^;SehfU7 Gho/^ ,(];4s^w Mejujb^ir} : I’jabably 
on aocoiint oi the value of the gold moliiir on the Original Side. 1 under¬ 
stand he is 0 Barrister. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : 1 am not a Barrister, 1 am an Indian Advocate 
for v/hose rights 1 have been fighting in spite of Government opposition. 
Probably oO gold mohurs. I think his standard seems te me to be that 
of a member of the Provincial Kxeeutive Service. Even in that case, if 
my Honourable friend turns over the pages of any C ivil List he will lind 
that a selection gra<le De])uty Magistrate gets Ks. l.CHK), and a selection 
grade 8ub-Judge gets Ks. 1,200 now-a-days. So, Sir, he does not even go 
g p ^ to the length of paying the highe.st saL'iry of a member 

of the Provineit'il C^ivil Service and considering Hie 
resj/oiisible nature of the post and the halo and romance that liovers round 
the connection of tlie Government of India with that of Murshidabad, 1 
think a moi*e suitable salary is necessary, so long as the jireseiit state of 
.salary continues in other dejiartmenhs of Government. {Inf( rruf/iion hy 
Mr. B. Das.) About the romance cver^’ student of liLstoiy knows. My 
friend being an Engineer does not probably know anything excejit Euclid. 
The salary i)rovid<‘d here is certainly not ade(|uate. 1 shall not enlei- into 
the iiersonal (]uo.stion of whetlier the iire.sent ineiimbent desert’es more or 
le.s.s but the sum suggested is insignificant. Then, Sir, the second jiroviso 
says : 

“ Provi(hMl that the Manager so appointed shail be a person on whom the Nawab 
Pahadur lias full faith.” 

Tlic present p(>sitioii to winch the Xawab Bahadur has lieeii reduced is 
partially, if not wholly, due to his having been guided by men in wliem 
he had full faith. If he had other advisers tln‘n the estate woidd not 
have been reducetl to the present position. What is wanted is that the 
man should be one in whom the Government has full faith. I cannot 
therefore supjiort this aincndinent. 

Mr. S. C. Mitra (Ghittagong and Ha.ishahi Divisions : Xon-Muham- 
madau Rural) : As a member of the Select Gommitteo, 1 think it my diGy 
to oppose this amendment. Ver^^ wide powers have been vested in the 
Manager under this Bill. I eaii api>reeiate the standpoint of any gentle¬ 
man wlio may be opposed t-o vesting such wide ])owers in any man out 
once it is conceded that considering the exigencies of the situation the 
]\Ianagej must be entrusted with extensive powers, it will be unwise to 
fetrer the discretion of the LiK'al Government to .settle the emoluim nts f)f 
the .'danager, and an amendment of this kind is not necessary. A luw paid 
man may fail to di.scharge the <luties that have been enjoined on him in 
this particular Bill. As regards the other point, whether the Manager 
should he ajipointed after coiusultatiori with the Nawab, I make no .vicret 
of Him laet tlial this Hill has b<*en brought forward in order to j)r(»tect 
the Xawab against himself. That Avas the reason why tin? Select Commit fee 
was iiidiKied to give .such wide powers to the Manager, because in some of 
those decrees of the courts, there might have been the connivance oF the 
Xaw;d) liimself. So under the eirenmstanccs it is again-st the spirit and 
the i)rinciples of the Bill to make the ap])oinlinen1 of the Manager condi¬ 
tional to the approval of the Nawab Bahadur. On these grounds, the 
amendment will not be acceptable, 1 hope, to the House. 

Mr. B. J. Glancy : With regard tc the first jiart of the amendment, 
there are, as my Honourable friend, Mr. Jog, has pointed out, a good 
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many enactments which run. on lines similar to this Bill, though I aan 
afraid that the Political Department cannot take the credit for haTi^ 
iBrToated them. There are, for instance, the Oudh Talukdars’ Relief 
Aet, the Chota-Nagpur Encumbered Estates Act, etc., and to the bent 
of my knowledge none of these or any other enactments contain any 
]:)iroviaion on the lines of those which are now proposed and it d»e« net 
seem U». be necessary that they should be incorporated in this Bill. All 
matters pertaining to the salary or security, etc., of the Manager can, 
I think, be very safely left to the Local Government, the Government 
of Bengal. 1 would only point out that the claitns against the Nawab 

now' stand at Rs. 19 lakhs and it seems to me obvious that you must 

have somebody as ManagtT in whom perfect confidence can be reposed. 
It may be possible later on as things settle down to decrease the salary 
of the Manager and appoint somebody else on lower pay. As regards 
the second part of tin* amendment, after what my Honourable friend, 
Mr. Sarnia, pointed out it is unneeessanr for me to say anything at all, 
except that the Nawah Bahadur in‘ed have no cause for any apprehen¬ 
sions. In fact lie has every reason to congratulate himself. 

BUr. President (The Honourable Sir Shanmuldiam C’hetty) : The 
question is : 

*■ Thfit to cImu.si* of tiio Bill, tlie following further provisos tu* jobled : 

‘ l'ni\ i(lnl lliot the of the M;iu;i;;er, sd ;tppoiiiti‘«l. sli.’ill not exeec*! n:^ * o': 

I’.iMoIrt’d ,mmI tift\ jM-r inonth, or :i '•mii e-.jU.'H to the ]>t‘ll^ioJl f'f ii 

iin*int>er of lh<* huli.iii t'ivil Servire wliiclu'x»*i is less. 

Irovided th.'it liie M:i tJ.'ipT -o ;tpp(»iiitr<i slioll in* ;; p'Tsoii o?i whom tile Xm-vat- 
B:!h;olMr h;is full f;iith, ;muI ttie Maiio^er so ov fippoiiite.l '.h-li 

furiii<»ii seiiiritics which will In* :« rorisoJirihl*' sum in tiu* 0}>inifui of iho 
So(-r» t;ii N of Tor Imiio * 

The motion was negatived. 

('lause I! was added to Tln‘ Bill. 

Mr. President 'The H<i!«onrablf sir Shanmukliam Phetty) ; The 
question is ; 

“ Th.'it rljnise I sljiinl port of the Bill.” 

Mr. A. Das 'Benares and (B»rakhpur Divisions : .\oii-Miihaniinadan 
Ixural'l : Sir. I move ; 

“ Th;it in rl.-iiisi' \ of the Bill, to the p;irngr;ij»h heginning witli tlu* vvool 
“ seromlly ” the following )>roviso he ;ol<Ieil : 

* Provided howi'ver the elauses firstly :ind seeoiidly hereinbefore nieiitioiu d shall 
not be ;ip]die:ible to eji.ses where ;iiiy e<iurt of eompetent jurisdietitoi h,;*: 
passed n deen*e d4*el;iring :iiiy eharge or lieii on any speeified ineoim* or 
iiu'oines. ' ’ 

III mov'iig this amendment. it is not in*e4*ssary to go into the details 
of tin* jirevions history of fin* \awal) of Miirshidabad beyond 1S38. At 
that time Jiis stipend stood at Iks. lb,()(),()0() a year out of which 
Ks, T.oO.OOt) were allott<*d for his per.sonal ey]M»nditure. Later on this 
sti])end was reduced and certain privileges (*njoyed by the former 
Nhiwal) wore abrogate<l. Tin* salute of 10 guns was also reduced to 
BJ guns in ISO!!. The Nawab wont to England to represent his 
grievane(»s to the House of Domnions which in 1871 rejected his appeal, 
by a majority of .17 votes. He continued to reside in England and 
following tin* old traditions of the family became heavily involved on 
which a Commis.sion had to be appointed to arrange with his creditors 
on the 1st November, 1880. He resigned his position and renounced all 

Ii200LAD o 
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rights of inlorforeiiee with Iho affairs of the Nizamath in consideration 
of an annual sti])encl of £10,000 and on jiayinent to him of 10,00,000 in 
settlement of various misei^llaneons elaims and a suitable provision for 
his childi’cn born in Kngland. Thenceforward the title of Nawab Nazim 
was replaced by the title ()f Nawfib of Murshidabad which was conferred 
on Syed Hasan Ali Khati, his eldest son. Subsequently 8yed Hasan Ali 
Khan was given Ihe hereditary title of Nawab Bahadur of Murshidabad 
in 1882 and that of Amir-uI-Omrah. Subsequently Act XV of 1891 was 
passed and an indenture was attached to tlie Act for the support and 
maintenance of the Nawab Bahadur and of the honour and dignity of 
the estate. Since then lie has been running recklessly wild in contract¬ 
ing debts in spite of the fact that he had sufficient income. Sir, from 
that time onwards to the best of my information he has been receiving 
a monthly sum of about 19.66,000 as a political ])ension. Besides this 
the income »)f the landed property ran to several lakhs annually. The 
House will easily see that the ])olitical pension and the private income is 
more than that of even the Viceroy of India and if any person cannot 
manage his household with such a large income whose is the fault ? 
He cannot Ik' said to be a purdahmishin woman with no education. But 
on the contrary he has not only had Indian education but also European 
education and if a man cannot cut his coat according to his cloth whose 
is the fault ? I am of o])ini(»n that the passing of th(‘ Act of 1889 was 
itself a mi.stake and if anything the Government is resjionsible f(»r induc¬ 
ing the habit of extravagancy in him by making him believt* that his 
estate will be secure and giving him undue liberty to borrow as large as 
he can without any corresponding obligation of payment. Look at W'hat 
was the result, although the ])rotection provided was ample in 1891. 

Mr. Muhammad Muazzam Sahib Bahadur (North Madras : Muham¬ 
madan') : 1 think my friend has strayed far away from the point at 
issue. What my friend has been saying is ab.solutely irrelevant to the 
amendment which he has moved. ' 

Mr. A. Das ; Still instead of having a check on his extravagancy it 
had the counter effect of increasing his habit of running into fabulous 
debts partly for consideration and it may be partly without consideration. 
The Government had paid him amply for relinquishing his title and 
estate and T do not know what further circumstances have come into 
light by which the Government have certainly become alive, as if by 
some prick of conscience, to wipe off his debts and pass another enact¬ 
ment of which the Bill is before the House without any regard to the 
just claims of those who have advanced money to him. When the 
money was needed the Nawab Bahadur adopted all sort,s of cajolry and 
inducements to attain his immediate ends cither by fair or foul x)rctences 
and he did obtain a certain amount of valid consideration. If bo, in 
order to meet his immediate (mds, when, receiving the full consideration, 
entered into bonds and agreements for a larger amount, the fault was 
entirely his, particularly if it is looked at in the light of Act XV of 1891 
from the point of view of the creditor, who had no security for his 
advance, because his immovable x)roperty was not liable to attachment 
under the said Act. Gan a Iciub’r of money be blamed if, as an addi¬ 
tional security for his debls, he took a bond of a larger amount than 
what had been actually advanced ? It is no argument to say that 



THE MURSHIDABAD ESTATE ADMINISTRATION BILL. 


1667 


be('.nuse some inon(*y-lf‘nders have entered into a partly shady transac¬ 
tion, therefore even the amounts whieh they have actually advanceri 
should not be looked into. If this position is conceded, I am afraid, 
then the majority of the Members of this House would like to be in the 
position, of the Nawah Tlahadur of Murshidabad to borrow money and 
gret out of their liabilities. 

As to the private life of the Xawab, 1 am only to invite the atten¬ 
tion of the House to a imuuorial submitted to His Excellency the Viceroy, 
copies of which 1 presume have been supplied to most Members of the 
Hou.se and since the information is more or less of a public nature, there 
is no harm in my invitinjr the attention of the House to the fact that the 
heir of the present Nawab Bahadur had married a Jewisli frirl whom he 
recently divorced and the Jewish wife had obtained a decree for 
Denamahar (for a dower <lebt (»f over a lakh of rupees) and the said 
heir-apparent, it is said, has airain married an English girl lately 
divorced by her Bengalee husband. If a person chooses to enter into such 
matrimonial relations and after marrying once relinquishes her and 
thus involves himself in tinancial difficulties .whose is the fault. How does 
the Bill proi>ose to correct the heir-ai)parent of this habit, so far as such 
matrimonial connectir)iis ar<* concerned so that he cannot marry as many 
Mnves as he likes and divor(*e them as early as he marries them and get 
out of his liability for ])ayment of any dower debt and other debts that 
may be mpiired for ail such marriages and festivitie.s coneomniitani on 
it w’ith the result ptThaps that after a few years another Bill of a more 
restricted nature will have to he passed in his favour. 

(^oming to the legal aspect of the case, the claim of one creditor 
Mr. Ounneriwala. Tt appears -that in July, 1920, the present Xawab and 
his heir Murshada-Zaida Waris Ali Mirza took a sum of Tls. 5,00,000 as 
an advance rent of 21 years and gave a lease of certain immovable pro¬ 
perty and saw a third ])arty. The ])ersoiis who advanced the money in 
order to meet the liability transferred their lease rights to IVIr. Gunneri- 
wala for 5,45,000 from 1920 to 1927. The rents were regularly collected 
by the le.ssees and their representatives and, I am informed, that they 
made considerable improv('ment.s also in the property at their cost. In 
1927 it appears that, in order to get out of this huge liability, the 
Nawab Bahadur filed a suit in the Calcutta High Court which was 
registered as Suit 1.‘184 of 1927 for cancellation of the lease which was 
contested and finally Mr. Justice Page one of the well known High 
Court Judges of the Calcutta High Court passed a decree personally 
against the Nawab Bahadur for a sum of five lakhs which he ha*d 
originally taken. Now, Sir, is it fair for one moment that this decree 
and suit which was contested should be reopened again by the Manager, 
however able he may be T 

In the first instance T wish to say what the Manager can do under 
section 9 of the proposed Bill. The argument which may be advanced 
in favour of the re-opening is that because this claim in the Appellate 
Court was compromised, therefore the Manager can re-open it. I say 
that it is a wrong position. I should say this is a wrong position. How¬ 
ever, T do not wisii to go into that question, hut my submission is that 
when a decree has been obtained after contest that decree should 
certainly be respected and should not ])e allowed to he re-o]>eiicd. Simi¬ 
larly, there are other claims which have resulted in decrees and which run 
L290LAD <0i 
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to the tune of no loss than 18 lakhs. 1 hope the House consisting as it 
does of people of sound mind and judgment wlio had considerable 
experience in business matters and many of them have or are having 
money dealings in banking mil realise that if this Bill is passed into 
Act, which are the securities for the creditors whose debts extend to 
about 19 lakhs. Under the old Act the creditors cannot touch the 
personal or the movable property of the Nawab Bahadur and according 
to the present Bill, if passed, even no charge on the i)rofits of the estate 
could be enforced and the litigation which ended in tlie High Court 
recently about which a Receiver was appointed for the estate of the 
Nawab Bahadur and the said Receiver Avas entitled to collect rents and 
profits of the leased property and AA'hieh was confirmed by Privy 
Council, the highest court aA^ailable in the land, all the proceedings 
which Averc not done behind the hack of the NaAvab Bahadur could be 
reopened by the Manager. So this security of appointing a Reeei\’er no 
longer exists in favour of tlie creditor. Tfie saered jiersoii of the 
Nawab Bahadur is already exempt. I.astly all tlie (l(‘ere(*s and claims 
to the extent of 19 lakhs Avoiild last r>n]y so long as the |)r(*s«‘n1 Nawab 
Bahadur is aliA’c. It is a Aery important j)oint t(^ Avhieh I Avoultl invite 
the attention of tin* llonsi^ that lie is already (it) y(‘ars of ag(* and in 
the interests of the creditors— 1 pray iliat ]i<‘ may have a life of over a. 
bundled years— hut fivnn a busiiicss point of vi(*w wh«‘n the av<'rage 
age ill this e<‘untry is not over forty th<*r«' is no saying when an ord<*r 
may come from tin* Almighty to Avliich iieither this ITousc* nor any 
other authority in tlu* Av<*r1d has any access and tlie nhoh* deVit of 
19 laklis will lx* wijied off in a momcMit. The heir-apparent Avill get 
into the estate without any d(‘ht and f)erha|)s in a few years Avill run 
the same game as his father did and die leaving a large debt and with 
the death of the present Nawab Bahadur many of his creditors will also 
die a civil deatli in losing their money. 

No doubt the Bill provides that the Manager can go int(» such debts 
and since his appointment is for the preservation and betterment of the 
estate his symi)athies Avill always naturally l>e against tJie creditor and 
ill favour of his present master, if as the saying goes in Hindustani he 
is at all true to his salt. There will be no judicial finding about it\ He 

is given powers to sit in judgment over decrees even though they may 

have been passed after contest or consent by the highest court of com¬ 
petent jurisdiction. The apjieal is not to any judicial authority hut to 
the Board of Revenue. The Board would be more inten^sted in supjiort- 
ing and maintaining the orders of its subordinate than in meeting its 
creditors. A pions wish has been expressed by seven members out of 
12 who sat on the Select CoramittJpe that such decrees “ will not be opened 
lightly ” but the Avoid “ lightly ” is a very flexible term. It has no legal 

njf'amng and it is not embodied in any part of the Bill. Theref()re it is 

open to the Manager either to respect or to throw to the Avinds this pious 
expression of such opinion. Tlie Bill ])rovides no guarantee in this respect 
and unless it is embodied in the Act itself that such decrees will be taken 
as prima facie evidence of the respeidive debts, the creditior cannot b(* 
satisfied. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : But the Honourable the Political Secretary 
has given an assurance on behalf of the Government that these decrees Avill 
not lightly re-opened by the Manager. 
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ijiti := Yes, he the^ahkiiraiicfc. liut whaL is the oi^ec^ 

lion to ciiihodyiiit? tliis assurance in the iiill ilseli' ? An assurance given by 
one iMeniher of the House may not be respected by a subs^qiSf^jrf'GoVeirii- 
nicnt. 

Jllr. tialchaDd Naivalrai : But it is an assurance on beh«Tlf of the Gov- 
ernniont. 

Mr. A. Das : But it lias no legal effect. It is not law. If it is embo¬ 
died in tin* Aet itself, then it will he legally binding on the Manager and 
deeret's will he taken as fjritna facir evidence except in thasc cases wliejre 
tliey were obtained by fraud or undue influence. J api>eal lo the fair 
stuiM* ol ibe House that in a(*eeptiug this Bill they ought to be.equ/dly fair 
to -tlie ei-etlitors, partieiilarlv when their .s«‘curity is so thin and limited to 
the life time of the present son. 1 do not know of any Aet in India wliere 
tin solenjii decrees of a court of law based either on consent or contest can 
<*ver be ('lialleiiged by any subseqm'iit Aet without ils being slmwii that 
tlnse derrees were obtained by fraud or undue influeiKM*. Tlit? iii*e!ee in 
snil \n. t*!S-f of wliieli was passed for fiv«* laklis by ^Ir. diistiee Page 

and in appt*aJ a eons(‘nt-derre(* was passed for Ks. (i..’)0,00(). 
Wliai I want to suhinit is this. Kvrn this B»ill and the Ai*t of 
wtMJl niiieii rniMlnr than ('la'la .Wtgpnr Kn(*umhered Stal(*s Aet or other 
siiiiihii' nf any otlirr prexiinM* in Inuiting the liability to tie* id‘i* of 

the present Xawa'h Balneinr, tie* d«*htor. 

So iar as A('t X \' of ISIM (*xisted althougli it limited [he liai)iiily to 
the lifetime of the ])on‘ow<*!\ hut it was nrnler that Aet that tli<* lender 
had til** right at h*ast to the appointment of a Beeeiver wlio ti>ok the pro¬ 
fits of the estate of tin* (h‘htor and apply it towards the liquidation of the 
debt hut ev('n this small idglit is heiuir taken away by the present Bill. I 
therefore tliink. Sir, that without the amendment whieli I have moved to 
he ineorporated in the Bill it would he a very ini<piit(»us piece of legisla¬ 
tion and entirely onc'-sided for the benefit of a reckless ami extravagant 
borroAver Avithout jiaying any regard to tin* hard earned money Avhieh the 
various leinlers have* advanced. I commend this amendment for the 
aeeej)fanee of the House. 

Mr. President <The Honourable Sir Shanmiikham Ch»*tty) : Amend¬ 
ment movoii : 

*• Ttj.'il in ••laiisc t <»1’ tin- Hill, to tin* |ianigrapli nogiiiriiiig with I to- word 
** .soi-iadiv ’’ the follcoxiiig j•l.»vi^o l»i- ad«lod : 

• I’rovidi'd liowi'vcr tlu* rlaiises tir.*<rly and stvoinlly lior»'iiil»i*ron* niontionod diall 
not In* appliraldo to raM*s wlion* .-op' rouri of rom[n.’ti‘nt Jurisdit'Hoii lias 
(ia.ssojl a drt n*o dorlariiig any rliargo or lirn on any is|H‘i.‘itiod inoonie or 
inroiiios ’ 

Mr. R S. Sarma : Mr. rresiileiil. I hiunI at the outset eougi*alulate my 
lloiionralde friend. Mr, A. Oa.s, on tin* masterly exposition of the legal 
implic'at ions of the pow(*rs that an* conferred on the Matiagee under tltis 
Bill. Tlnmgli he is a very ipiiet and nnassniniiig Member of this House, 
my friend. Mr, Das. nev<*r touches any subject of which he does not make 
a v<‘ry thorough study and I think this Moufsc ought to bo graieftd to him 
for I In* ims(*lfish serviei* Avhieh In* has so ungrudingly .'remterod to the 
public jutijrest so far as this l>ijl is eoueerned, J. iov one, iiqJ only 

have .•‘iipported this motion but Avould have also moved an amendnieiit of 
this eliaraeter heeatise 1 do not think there Is one sin'gle Alonher of this 
House Avho does not f(*el tliat the-Managin*, a^scordiiigHo this Bill; ia getting 
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extraordinary powers. Here is a Manager getting a couple of thousand 
rupees clothed with j)owers to re-open decrees of High Courts and of Privy 
Council and therefore, on the face of it, it appears we are giving him extra¬ 
ordinary powers even over the High Courts an4 the Privy Council. From 
that point of view, 1 am sure that there is a strong feeling that the Manag¬ 
er should not get so much powders and also there is a reasonable* aj)j're- 
hension on behalf of the creditors that those decrees might be lightly re¬ 
opened and that they would suffer. But we had this afternoon a very 
thorough and nneqiiivocal assurance from the Political Secretary on l»e- 
half of Government with all the res])onsibility duo to his ])Ositi(>n tliat 
ho is accepting the note of dissent or the terms of the note of dissent which 
myself and my colleagues have ai)pended to the report of the Sehu r C'om- 
miftec. On behalf of Government he has admitted that no Manager would 
lightly re-open any decrees under the powers which this Bill confers upon 
him but on the other hand these decrees will be accepted as prima 
facie proof of the respective debts. After this assurance wliii li is made 
with absolute authority on behalf of the Government of India T think the 
purpose which my Honourable friend. Mr. Das, wants wouM have been 
served. Therefore, I should like to make an appeal to my Honourable 
friend to withdraw^ his amendment in view of the clear assurance given 
on the floor of this House. 1 think we owe it to ourselves thal 1 should 
mention that in the Select (k)mmittee also the Governmeu: appr(*eiated 
the apprehension of many creditors and also of those public riK'u who 
really fear that there might be something in those apprehensions a ml the 
Government very gracefully came forward to make an assiiraiie*- of this 
character. I think we are in honour bound to acce])t that assurance and 
w'itlidraw' the motion. Secondly, the ]\Ianager even if In* should lightly 
re-o])en decrees, lie is not the final authority in the matter. Then* is the 
Board of' Revenue over him and there is tin* Bengal (lov(‘rniuent 
above them. Jf it is a Law' Court, it may not take cognisance of assm-arices 
given in this Assembly by the Political Secretary. After all the Bengal 
Government is a subordinate Government to the Governimmt of India and 
they canned repudiate assurances given by the Political Seerelary on be¬ 
half of Government of India on the floor of this House. Because of this, 
I will make an earnest appeal to my Honourable friend to wdllidraw' his 
amendment and to thank the Political Secretary for Ids grae(*ful assurance 
that he has given. 

Mr. A. Das : Sir, may I ask one question ? Docs this assurance con¬ 
fine itself only to those decrees wdiich have been passed after contest or 
does it also apply to those decrees which have been obtained on cons(‘nt T 

Mr. B. J. Glancy : Tt applies to all decrees. 

Mr. A. Daa : What is the legal diificultv in embodying this in the Act 
• itself V 

The Honourable Sir Bepin Behary Ghose : The legal difficulty w^ould 
be this that this Bill is not sought to be enacted wuth regard to a parti¬ 
cular man but it is going to be a permanent legislation and will apply to 
all his descendants. 

Mr. A. Das : Sir, T heg leave of the House to withdraw' this motion. 

Tlie motion was, by leave of the Assembly, withdrawn. 

Clauses 4-and 5 were added to,the Bill. , . . . 
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Lala Hari Raj Swamp (United Provinces : Landholdeni) : Sir, T l)eg 
to move : 

Thiit ill Hub-rlause {1) of chniHO 7 of the in the pfiragTaph beginiiin;r with 
♦he v.onl ‘ fourthly ’ the words ‘ and improvements ’ be omitted.*^ 

i\Iy fiurpose in moving this amendment is very simple. In tliis Act 
and the former Act the liability of the estate is only (foriHned to the life¬ 
time oT the present Nawal) Bahadur and by including iniprovenients we 
an* ing very wide powers to the Manager and if he chooses In- can put 
down any amount on improvements and so the creditors can ho deprived 
of thcii- rights to get a rateable distribution in the jirofits of the estate, 
in vi(‘W of this 1 will request Government to delete these words. 

Mr. President UPhe Honourable Sir Shanmukham Uhett^j : Araciid- 
nient JiK'ved : 

“ That in aiib-claiise (/) of cljiulse 7 of the Bill, in the parajrraph beginning with 
the word ‘ fourthly ’ the words ‘ and improvements ’ be omitted.’' 

Mr. B. J. Clancy ; 1 should like to explain. Sir, that this ])oint was 
disenssed in the Seleet rornniittee, and these two words were retained 
heeaus** it was felt that soinetinies minor improvements may save a great 
di*al of money. They may avoid a multiplicity of repairs. 
For iustaiiet* it may he a question of replacing a lufchn roof by a piicca 
roof. 

Lala Hari Raj Swamp : Then you may say “minor improvements*'. 

Mr. B. J. Clancy : I am afraid there is a eertain amourn of difticulty 
in discriminating hetwinni major improvements and minor imi)i*(>vements. 
Bnf liere again 1 think things may very safely hi' lefi in the ha nils of the 
Ijoeal Government who ar<‘ empowered under tin* Hill to mak»‘ ruhvs for 
the guidance of the ^lanager. 

Mr, Lalchand Navalrai : Sir, as one coming from Sind, v here an. 
Act like this is in force, 1 think 1 am in a ])ositioii to say that this 
aniendiiH'nl should be accepted. We have in Sind an Art. which is 
calh'd the Sind Encumbered Estates Act, which is on similar lines, 
lierhaps suh.stantially the same with rare variations. There also the 
A«'t was enacted for the protection of the zaniindars and landholders 
whe have propert.v for wliieh they pa.v an assessment of more than 
Rs. :U)(). 1 .submit that if this word “ improvements ” remains in the 
Itill under discussion, the creditors will he very much affected and it 
i.s that point which the Members on this side have been urging. If this 
woul is there, any amount of money may he spent on improvements and 
tlijii will certainly minimi.se the funds so that the creditors will suffer. 

1 may say that the word “ improvements " does not appear in many 
of ihe other Acts. Tn section 11 of the Sind Eneiimhered Estates Act, 
it is said : 

“ From the fuiulR received or recovered under section 10 the Manager shall p.iy, 
first, Ihe cost of iiianngement iiieludiiig the eoat of neeessan- repairs, etc.” 

I say that there is every sen.se in the amendment that h.js been put 
forward. 

Mr. O. Morgan : Sir, may T ask a question ? Is this the sob* power 
of the Manager under this Act that the Honourable Member has quoted 1 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : No, there are other powers also. 
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Mr. O. Morgan : Is it the Manager alone who has the power of 
repairs or has it to he ajiproved by the Local CioveriimtMit or the Board 
of Revenue 1 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : There also schemes have to be scut to the 
(loijiniissiouer for sanction. Sir, 1 think Cioverument have been very 
sijKvwe in giving ns the assurance about the decrees not being lightly 
treated by the Manager of the estate although I would have been more 
glad if they had agreed not to re-open the decrees at all. in tins Act, 
the word used is “ cliums ” to be re-opeued. I mainlahi that claim does 
not mean a claim which has been declared and determined by a Court/ 
of law to be paid. 

The Honourable Sir Bepin Bchary Ghose : Art* there no siicli words 
as “ decretal claim '' ? 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : The point is tlml it v/onhi have Ix'cn more 
gno-elul for (inverinmeii to have agrtxd tn n<it n‘-n|u‘ning dt‘vrei s at 
all. I>iit still \vr‘ have accepted llu* assnraneo iliat tlx* d(M*i‘« es wili not 
Ik* light I> irciiieti ;Mjd v.«* hevo t' ii.aoi; ih h»>!li;''al S»*i-n'ta:‘y foi* it. 
But 1 submit that <lov(‘rnm(*n1 should uot insist on r-clainihe' liii'; \vord 
“improvements" and they should rt'cepl this aim'ndnxnl, 

j At this stage, Mr. President (tlx* Ilonom*ah!e Sii* Slian nuihham 
Chclty) vacated the ('hair which was then oeenpiiMl l»y .Mr. Dejmty 
President (Mr. Abdul Matin ('haudhnry'i.| 

Mr. Deputy President tMr. .Mxlul Matin (•haudliury ) ; fix* (jii«‘sti >n 

is .* 

‘‘ That ill huh-rhitiso {/) <»!' clause 7 of tlu* liill, in tlir |>ara;»ra]»li with 

tiu’ v(»t(l * foiirtlih ' tfir words ' .ind »-iin-n<s ’ lu* uniiltod.’’ 

The motion was negatived. 

Clause 7 was added to the Bill. 

( la use 8 was added to the Bill. 

Mr. A. Das : 8ir, after the assurance given by the ilonoiirahlo the 
Political Secretary in this House, 1 do not move my amendment. 

Clause 9 was added to the Bill. 

Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Alidul Matin P^haudhury) : The (juestion 

is : 

That flaiisi’ 10 stajid jiart of tlx- Fhll. ” 

Mr. Muhammad Muazzam Sahib Bahadur : Sir, 1 move my amend¬ 
ment which is not even a drafling aincndmeni, hnt perhaps a printer’s 
devil : it rnn.s as follows : 

** That ill the proviso to rlaiisr 10 of the Hill, for tho wonis * tlx* further jicriofi ’ 
the words ‘ a further period ’ he .sulmtituted,” 

T may point out that in that claiise “ the further period ” wouKl 
IV all right if there was a further period referred to previously ; but 
here is no further period referred to previously. | really think it is a 
irinter’s mistake and T hope the IViIitical Secretary will have no objection 
[) aecept it. 



1573 


THE MURSHIDABAD ESTAl'E ADMlH^'hUTION BILL. 

Mr. Deputy President (Air. Abdul Matin Cliaudhury) : Ainend- 
iiioul. moved : 

“ That ill the proviso to rljiusc 10 ol* tin* Hill, for tlu* words ‘ tin* t'urthor periotl ' 
tho voni.s ‘ u furtiujr pvriod ’ U; substituted.’’ 

Sir Lancelot Graham (Secretary, Legislative Dejtartment) : Sir, i 
am llioroughly confused, f mu.st confess, by my friend, Mr. Muazziiu^b 
amendment, because wlien I read the ])roviso to clause 10, 1 find “ the 
Manager may admit his claim within the further period of six months 
from Ihe cxjjiration of the period of six months specified in section 8 
I understand that his trouble is that “ the and “ a *’ do not refer to 
tlu* same period : I think he is right : actnaliy there is a further period 
s]M I ified ill .srclion S ; and this clause rebTs to a further p»*riod after 
that. Is that Jiis jmint ? 

Mr. Muhammad Muazzam Sahib Bahadur : Vt s. 

Sir I.ancelot Graham : So that is correct. It is a veiy easy slip <ni 
liic juirt «»f the drartsman : that is what has liapp(‘ned : it is not the 
ji«T((Mi s,j;e»'!fh‘(! *m sfction ^ rid'orrcd u. : It is a t'lirdou' fMoiod 
o!' si\ nnoiths front tiiai. ."so we wouitl ;»«'cept it. 

Mr. Deputy President (Air. Ahdnl .Maiitt t ln.'iidlniiN > : V.i.* <p.esti.)K 
i.*. : 

'1 IlJit ill tiu' (. J,. ; '.{! . , \\, i i .. ‘ pir j- jM-f’:'')'i 

t'l( v.'ild" ‘ :< I’uiliuT jM’Viu.l ' l»c ‘’.jhstM* * 

'rin motion was ;n!(<ptt‘<l. ^ 

( laiise 10, as ameinleii, was addcti to the Hill. 

Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim : Mr. Deputy President, 1 do not 
roally kiH»w that it is at all neeessavy to. 

Mr. Deputy President Air. Abdul Matin (’haiidlniry) : The lloinmr 
able Memh(‘r must nunc his amendment first. 

Mr, Muhammad Anwar-ul Azim : sir. 1 movt* . 

“ 'riiJit to il.'Uisf 11 ol’ the Hill, the followiiifr proviso be :iil»leU : 

‘ Pioviileil .‘ilwiiy.s that the M.Mtia^er eoiisiilteU the (’olliM-tor of Mur.shiilaba i in 
this matter ami his eoiieurreuee obUiiiuMl thereon ” 

From the trend of speeches on both sides of the House. I gather 
then- are <|uile ti large number <d' friends ou both sides who are solicitous 
for the iu1en*sts of the creditors, and 1 am glad to find that some sort 
of respou.se has eom*- from my friend, the Political Si*eretnry, that those 
Ihitigs v.’ill he considered by the Manager wlum tlu\v <‘ome up before bim. 
Hut when 1 move lids amendment, T ean assure him that the n']u>rt of 
the Seh*t*f (’ommit1<*e is not my gospel, and T »lo uof know that the 
Select C’ommiftee has said the last w<»rd for tlie lauiefit of the Nawab 
Hahadur (»f ATurshidabad. If tlu* Government are .so solicitous as to 
do a good turn to the nobleman from whose ancestors they got this 
vast empire, T am sure, tliey would not have accepted this thitig so 
blindly. Great capital was made of the Alanager's responsibility and 
that u'e sboub) not grudge him a few thousands of rupees when 
his dut,v would Im* to handle IH lakhs of rupees. 1 liave liad occasions 
to W( rk with receivers in my part of the country and I know T. had to 
give secnrdlcH to the tunc of Rs. 50,000 ; and hem perhapvS this gentle¬ 
man—who r ga1h(*r from my friend, Mr. Sa-rma, ‘will be a retired mem- 
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her of the Indian Civil Service—will see that no wrong is done to anj’- 
body and that the policy underlying the Bill is faithfully earned out. 
But that is not iny grouse. My grouse is thi.s, that if (lOvernrnent want 
to be consistent in all matters, they should have asked this gentleman, 
the Manager, to find a decent security for himself and to give a personal 
s(!curity of a lakh of rupees, at least when he is to deal with this amount 
of money and the whole property. I, therefore, say that it will not be 
unfair of Government to consider this small amendment, that, in Ihc 
determination of these debts, he should consult the C'ollector of 
Murshidabad wlio will be the live agent of the (Toveriinient of Bengal 
at that centre. 

Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Abdul Matin Chaiidhnry) : Amendment 
moved : 

“ That to cliiiise 11 of the Bill, the following jiroviso be added : 

* Provided always that the ^laiiager eoiisulted the C'ollector of Murshidubad iu 

this matter and liis eoueiirreneo obUiiiied thereon’.*’ 

Mr. B. J. Glancy : Sir, T should like to explain that, under the 
present Bill, an a])poal lies from the Manager to the Board of Kevenne. 
It appears to me that that is a much more appropriate aiTangement 
than providing an appeal to the Collector of Murshidahad whose tirue 
is ^ery fully occupied, and 1 am afraid that ho would have mi leisure 
whc.tso(‘ver to deal with such matters. Nobody theu'e has any useful 
knowledge on the subject, as most of tlu*se liabilities are not t»> people 
of the Murshidahad distriet, but to peopl<‘ in Calcutta. 

Mr. Muhammad Muazzam Sahib Bahadur : sir, 1 entirely agree 
with the observations made by the Iloiionrable the Political Soeretary. T 
believe that if the intention of Iht* Mover of this aimuidnumt is carried into 
efleet, every time the Manager comes to a derision on the .mioiini that 
is due or on the rate of Interest Avhieli is to be charged, he will hav*- to 
consult the Ccdleetor whose hands, as 1 understand from the Tfononrable 
the Political Secretary, are aln'ady full with work. Sir, I opposf‘ the 
amendment on tin* ground tliat it will ereat** a lot of difficully am! will 
haniper the work of the C’ollector of Murshidahad on the one hami and 
it will not iTi any way lie beneficial 1(> tlje estate either. 

Mr. Deputy President fAfr. Abdul Matiti Cliaudhury) : The qne.^tion 
is : 

** That to n of the Bill, the following provi.srj be .'uldeil : 

* Provided always that the \fanag<*r consulted the Collector of Murahi(Ia!)arl in 

thi.s matter and his concurrenee obtained thereon ” 

The motion was negatived. 

BCr. Kabakumar Sing Dudhoria (Calcutta Suburbs ; Non-Muham¬ 
madan Turban) : Sir, in view of the assurance given by the Politic.al 
Secretary, T do not want to move my amendment*. 

Mr. Deputy President (Afr. Abdul Matin Chaiidbury) : There is a 
similar amendment in the name of Afr. Muazzam Sahib Bahadur. 

*'* That to flanse 11 of the Bill, the following proviso he added : 

‘ Provided that the Manager shall accept the decrees obtained by the creditors 
of the Nnwab Bahadur in the highest judicial courts as prima faci>' proof 
of their respective debts 
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Mr, Mu h a m m a d Muazzam Sahib Bahadur ; Nor do 1 want to move 

my amendment*. 1 simply wanted to improve the amendment of my 
friend, Mr. Dudhoria, by substituting the word “ evidence ” instead of 
“ proof 1 do not want to move my amendment*. 

rifiuses 11 jind 12 were added to the Hill. 

Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Abdul Matin Chaudhury) : The question 
is ; 

“ That rhiuHe 13 stand part of the BUI 

Tlie motion was adopted. 

(Manse lU \\a^ added to the Hill. 

Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Abdul Matin Chaudhury) : The ques¬ 
tion is ; 

“ That elaijse J4 stand part of the Bill **. 

The motion wa.s adopted. 

Clauses 14. 15, 16 and 17 were added to the Hill. 

Mr. Deputy President ^'Mr. Abdul Matin Chaiulhur>’) : The ques¬ 
tion is : 

“ That cl'niHi* IH .stand j)art of the Bill 

Tlie motion wjus adopted. 

(Manse IS was added to the Hill. 

(Manse IM was added to the Hill. 

Mr. Deputy President .Abdul Matin Chaudhury) : The ques¬ 

tion is : 

“ That elaum' L’O stand |iart of the Hill ”, 

Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim : Sir, The amendment T wish to 
move is this : 

“ That to elaiise L’O of the Pill, tin* followinsr furthei jirovisu be .added : 

‘ Provided abvavs that the leases befor** tiny wore finally settled had the ajjproval 
of the Pi.striet .Judp* of Mnrshid;ib.ad ” 

Mr. n(*puty rnvsident, it is eonimon hnowlf'dge tliat anybody wlio 
handles leases and things of that kind, na.v ev(‘!i in eases wliere big 
])rnper1ies are administenMl ]»y MufatraJlis. tlu*v eannot ride rough shod 
over a Tlistriet dmlge. Kven a Mufnwalfi, a privileged man of his 
po.sition, has got to eonie to tin* Disfriet Jndgt* ami obf.'iin sanction in 
ca-ses of leases of wakf properties. Normally the time granted is five 
years. Of course, without prejudice to the unlimited power which is 
being given to the Manager under this Hill, T should like to suggest 
this much, that provision .should be made to see that the District Judge 
of Murshidabad should see whetlier the leases granted by tin* Manager 
are in such form as to safeguard the interests of all eoneerned, because 
it is far from me to suffge.st anything with regard to the powers you 
propose to give to the Manager, but the outside public will Inuirh at the 

*** That to (daiiso 11 of the Bill, the followng proviso bo added : 

' Providrd that the Managor shnll accept the decrees obtained by the creditors 
of the Nawnb Bahadur in the highe.8t judicial courts as pritna facie rvidence 
of their respective debts ” 
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wide power’s which this Biih|is; ftp 'JV4»iiagm%obeg4^^^ 

lakha and lakhs of rupees are involved in big estates, and they are 
administered in a fiduciary manner, the matter, has to come Tip before 
the District Judge, and 1 do not know why the Manager should he 
exempted from bringing his draft leases to the District Jiulge in this 
case also. Permanent leases, when granted, sliouhl not be granted so 
light lieurtedly. 

Mr. Deputy President iMr. Abdul Matin Chaudliury ) : Amend¬ 
ment moved : 

** That to cTaiise -0 of the Bill, the following fiirthor proviso be :nl(le»l : 

* provided a!w:iys tiirit the leases before they were finally settled had the if»provaI 
of the Distriet .1 udge of Murshidabatl 

Mr. G. Morgan : Sir. I only want to draw the att(*ntion of my 
friend, tlie Mover, when ’oe says lliat this jneasnre gives unlimited |H>wer 
to the Manager, lhat willi tile e.^eeirtlon of those ))owers granted under 

Ir i, ilie apjiroval of the I.oeal tiovernmeiU has to lu* ohtaineil before 
leases ait saioTioned ami presumably regisiered. Sir. I opjiost* this 
amendment. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh f Mii/affarpur ram ( hamparan : .\v>u- 

Mu!»aiiii;,adJTi ; Sir. 1 also rise to oppose the amendment just 
moved by my friend. .Mr. An\v'n‘-u)-A:<im. ('laiise 20 of the 
Dill seeks to chdlie tie' Manager with the poAver of d(*armg with immov- 
ahh‘ properti(^s. and it also irives him power to exeente !-*as<*s of 
immovable ])ro]>erty. From what 1 can gatlier, I Indieve the power of 
the Manager in this matter is always subject to tin* approvjd of the 
Hoard of Ueviniue and ultimat(*ly to llie Local (lovernnitTit. So I <lo 
not think it is eitlier necessary or desirabh* to interpose the authority of 
the District Jmlge in all matters. In the first place, tin* Distriet Judge 
is over-worked as the Distriet Magistrate is. and. for the reason adduced 
in throwing out the last amendment, I think this amendment also cannot 
be accepted by this House, beeau.s(» tin* Hill gives power to the Hoard of 
Revenue to intervene in these matters w’hen leases are granted, and in 
case an appeal has to go n]), the final authority is the Local (Government, 
and so T“don’t tlnnk it is necessary to add this proviso to elau.se 20 of 
the Bill. Sir, T o^ipose the amendment. 

Mr. Muhammad Muazzam Sahib Bahadur : 8ir. as a matter of fact, 
we have in elanse 20 itself what T may call a dual (dieek, a elieek which is 
referred p) in this clans** and embodied in clause 2>^ (r ) as l\Tr. Morgan has 
just pointed out, and we again have it under elanse 20 tliat if tin* settlement 
of the estate of th* N’awab Bahadur by the ^Manager is such tlial it is in 
perfect accoi'd with the [irovisions of clause 28 of tlir* Hill, no difficulty 
arises, but if tlie settlement goes beyond those provisioiis, as T take it, 
ho has to obtain the previous sanction of the Local Cifivrnment,—in this 
case it is the rioxernment of Bengal. For thes<* reasons. Sir. 1 oppose 
the amendment. 

Mr. Deputy President fMr. Abdul Matin r’haudhiiry) : The (pios- 
tion. : 

** TIint to rhiisc 20 of the Bill, the following fiirtfirr proviifo be ofblc*! : 

* ProviflcU :thv;iys th.*it the Icjjm**'* beforr they \v<'re fin;il1y .settle*! had the ''piinival 
of tlic Pisfriet .Tiiflgo of M!ir.shi*labA*l 

The motion was regatived. 
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Cbuises 20 sod 21 wer« a«|iiad to tJte Bill. 

Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Ahdul Matin Ghaudhury) : The que^* 
tion is : 

“ That clauHc 122 stsind part of the Bill 

Mr. Muhammad Anwar>ul-Azim : 1 should like to place this also 
on record, T mean niy amendment. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Whv don’t you read the amendment 
first ? 

Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Abdul Matin Ghaudhury) : The Honour- 
able Member will please read out his amendment 
* first. 

Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim : I move : 

“ Tlijft iittfi- siil» <‘lnu.st‘ (.?) of Ghiiist* 22 of the Bill, the follovring ne^y sub-chwae 
be iiiHorted : 

' {/) And thnf the <V)lleet<»r of Murshid.'iliad or the (’oniinispioner, Presitleiiey 
Division, hIuiII audit the neeoiints every yt*nr and send a report to thu 
Beard of Jtevemie ’. ” 

Mr. I)(‘i>nty President, 1 do not know wliy tliese amendments are so 
very toiiehy oi* atd as a Imjrhear to my friends on tlie It seems, 

in their in<»rdinale liurry to pass this IM!I. they los(* the eoininon eouriesy 
of not disturhinjr a .Meniljer who does* not ordinarily take part in debates 
in season, and ont of season. .\(»wlH‘re in tlte P>ill, from start to fiiiisli. 
do I .<;t*e any provision as to how these accounts are to he kept as is kept 
})y tlie Gonrt of Wards. It appears as if the (ioverniiient of India want 
to irive a blank ehettne to the offiet^r. lie will not he accountable to 
an.vhody and Ids actions and eonduct will not he subject to any check. 
As rcfjrards thi* Gonrt of Wards, the Manager will have to carefully keep 
his acc'onnts in tlic pre.scribed fonn, because over him lie has the District 
Ma*ristrafe, then tlie Gonindssioner, and then the Board of Hcvenue. 
In thi.s ca.se, tliere are no eheeks, and I should like very mncli to kn(*w 
from the Political Secretary what check h<» has provided in the body of 
the Bill over the vafraries of any Maiuiprer of this estate. 

Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Abdul Matin Ghaudhury ) : Amendment 
moved : 

‘' That after .*<ub-<*lan.se (S) of clausv 22 of the Bill, the following new sub-claiise 
he innerted : 

‘ (•/) .Xml that the OollecUjr of Murshiclabnd or the CoinmisBioner, Prosidenev 
Division, shall audit the aecounts every year and send a report to the 
Board of Revenue’.” 

Mr. B. J. Glancy ; Sir, 1 should like to draw the attention of the 
TTonourable Member to elanse 2S (2) (h) of tbe Bill which deals with 
the matter oT audit. Tlie Board of Revenue will, no doubt, make rules 
about tlie manner in which the audit .shall be conducted, and wlien tht*y 
come t<) do .so. I should imagine it is more likely that they would entrust 
that function to the Accountant General or the Examiner of Tjoeal Fund 
Accounts than to a busy administrative officer such as the Collector of 
Mnrshidabad or the Commissioner of the Presidency Division. 
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Mr, G. Morgan ; 1 have been loo king through this Bill to see 
under what clause or rule tliis audit will take place. T did not catch 
the Honourable Membei's reference. 

Mr. B. J. Glancy ; C^lause 28 (2) (b). 

Mr. G. Morgan : T am sorry. That is all right. 1 am satisfied 
and oppose the amendment. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Sir, 1 do not understand the head or tail 
of this amendment- 11* my Honourable friend had been a little more 
careful in studying the l^ill, he would have found that the cheek which he 
likes to insert in the Bill has already been provided, and we in the Select 
Committee looked into the matter earefully. Clause 22 provides : 

“All orders or ])r(K*eediiigs of tiie Manager in the exercise of bis funetious under 
this Act sliall be subject to the sup<‘rvLsion an<l control of the Board of lieveuue. “ 

A.S has already b(*en j)oint<?d out by my Honourable friend, the 
Political Secretary, under clause 28 (2) (b) : 

“ The Board of Keveiiue inav, with the previous sanction of the Local Govern¬ 
ment, make rules for the purpose of carrying into effect all or any of the provisions 
of this Act. 

{h) the procedure to be followed by the Manager in tlie dischargti of his furictions 
under this Act, the accounts which shall be kept by him, and the manner in which 
such accounts shall be audited.’^ 

T understand that' the pro])er authority to audit the accounts will 
f)roba1)ly be tht* Auditor General or any authority subordinate to him. 
It is really meaningless to ask the Collector or the Commissioner of the 
Division to audit the accounts of a big estate like the estate of Murshidabad. 
This amendment is absolutely unnecessain’, and 1 strongly oppose it. 

Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Abdul Matin Chaudliury) : The ques¬ 
tion is : 

“ That after siib'clanse (, 1 ) of clause 22 of the Bill, the following new sub-chiu&e 
be inserted : 

* (4) And that the (’ollector of Murshidabad or the Commissioner, Presidency 
Division, shall audit the accounts every year and send a report to the 
Board of llevenuo \ ^ 

The motion was negatived. 

Clause 22 was added to the Bill. 

Clauses 23, 24, 25, 26, 27 and 28 Avere added to the Bill. 

Clause 1 w’as added to the Bill. 

The Title and the Preamble were added to the Bill. 

Mr. B. J. Glancy : Sir, I move that the Bill, as amended, be passed. 

Mr. Deputy President ('Mr. Abdul Matin Chaudhury) : Motion 
moved : 

“ Tliat the Bill, as- ainciidod, bo passed.” 

[At this stajrc, Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shanmukhaiu 
Chett}^) resumed the Chair. 1 

Mr. B. R. Puri (West Punjab : Non-Muhammadan^ : Sir, f *ome 
from a eonstitueney Avhieh is within sixty mile.s of Peshawar, and, therefore, 
it seems ratlier a far cry that a Member interested in the affairs of the 
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4 jxlreuie north should fool interested in the domestic a£i!airft of a Nawab 
who is lloiirishiiij' in the interior of Bengal. 

J would not have undertaken this unnecessary responsibility ol* 
addrt'ssing the House on this question had it not been for a conscientious 
objection which I have a^jainst this class of legislation. A piece of legisla¬ 
tion of this kind does no credit to the Government who are promoting it 
or to the Legislature* who are about to pass it. Sir, I fake it that the 
l^asis of all .sound legislation is a just and e»juitable recognition of the 
riglits of the people whom that h‘gi.slati(jn altVets. The pre.sent Bill 
appears to me to be a flagrant example of tlie rights established through 
<’oui*ts of justice being flouted and made subject to the whims and 
arbitrary decisions of a mere “ Manager ”, no matter how lofty his posi¬ 
tion may be. 1 know, Sir, that the measure will in all i>robability go 
through, blit that does not worrj" me in the least. I have to get my pro¬ 
test recorded again.st a measure of this kind, jiassing or not pfussing the 
ipcasunj d(‘pends u])on the temper of th(‘ House. What really jjains me 
is this, that a distinguished law^x^r who has himself adorned the Bench of 
the premier High (V)urt of the eountry jind who moreover comes from a 
stock which has produced the greatest modern Indian jurist, the late Sir 
Bash Hihari Gho.se, should be a party to a legislation of this kind, a legis¬ 
lation so fundamentally unjust and iniquitous. What is the ]>riiiciple of 
this Bill .’ Tin* j)riiiciple of this Bill, put in ordinary plain English, 
appears to me to be nothing le.s.s than this. Here is a man who appears 
befon* you with a d<*cree of a judieial tribunal and you turn round to him 
and say tliat in spiti* of the faet that you have got the best authority in 
your favour, wc decline to do anything for you, because wt^ feel bound 
to i»i‘otect a person who is a Wiuster and has led an extravagant life, if 
nothing worse. That, 1 undorstiind, is the plain and honest truth. It 
ai)pears to me that these judicial decrees are going to be ignored in order 
tliat the Nawab sliould continue to come out in the public in his ‘‘ carriage 
and four ”, or that be may not be forced to cut down the numlK*r of his 
wive.s, and that he may still have 80 or 40 dishes on his Uible, while an 
ordinary mortal would be content with say ^^th of it. In order to 
maintain .such artificial dignity, you are going to the length of flouting 
and throwing to the winds the judicial decrees of the highest tribunals in 
this eountry. If that is really the basis of this Bill, if tliat is the under¬ 
lying principle of this Bill, the less ue have to do witli such a piece of 
legislation tin* better for the good name of this House. Look at it from 
the creditor’s point of view. T am free to admit that when dealing with 
spendthrifts and people of extravagant habits, people do generally get 
their advances exaggerated in their deeds which they obtain from their 
debtors. That is common knowdodge and one cannot shut one’s eyes to 
that. This is done because there is always the possibility of some of these 
transactions being held to be unconscionable bargains in a Court of law 
or else tlie (’ourt considers that the terms are exorbitant, ti^the i-ate is 
loo high and thus sometimes the whole claim is thrown out 5r materially 
reduced. Ruch being the dangers and the risk.s to which the creditors are 
exposed, one cannot blame them for exaggerated amotints entered in their 
securities which they obtain from their debtors, but there must arise 
some stage or other when all such questions should be deemed to have 
come to an end. That oeeasion and that stage comes when the matter is 
brought up on tlie judieial anvil, and when both the parties, after having 
had a fair trial and after contesting the suit, the Court pronounces its 
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decree. I think that all doubt ahoiild. thereafter, come to an end, and 
once a decree is passed, nobody has the right to any that the particular 
claim covered by the decree was in any w'ay or to any extent tainted. 
That decree must be accepted as the final pronouncement of a Court of 
law and it will be an evil day if such decrees of judicial tribunals were 
ignored, because thereby people will come to lose their confidence in the 
impartiality of the Courts of justice and they will come to believe in the 
impotency of the Courts and in the ineffective character of judicial decrees. 
That will be an evil day for us, because there will be no peace and no 
order left in the land. Sir, the fabric of this Empire depends upon our 
perfect faith in the judicial pronouncements and I sfiy that a decree passed 
by any Court of justice, even the lowest, is entitled to the same resj)ect 
which you show for the decrees passed by the highest Courts. Need I 
remind my Honourable and estetMiied friend, the custodian of the Legal 
])Ortfolio of the Covernment of India, of the saeredness and sanctity of 
the decrees whieli he hiiiiseir must have pasl^ed as a .Judge of the High 
Court ! They are })assed by the grace of (lod, and. in the name of our 
Sovereign, under my orders and seal of this Court. If ultimately the 
decrees are to he tloiil<‘tL lvi(‘ked at aiul ignored, why have this faree of 
judicial trials, why have all this comie show. You put up palatial 
structures. You build up your High Courts. You put tliere High 
Court Judges in scarlet robes with long wigs. You give thorn V(*ry high 
salaries aiul when, ultimately, after parities liave had th(‘ir trial and a 
decree is passtnl, instead of respeeting that deeree which a pei'son has 
obtain<‘(l aftei' .'-jiendiiig a good d<‘ai of ntouey and labour and after 
having undergoiu* a great <leal of exp(Mis(‘ ;nitl woriy, does it lie in your 
mouth to say that foi* the sake of ben<*fitiug an unworthy man, you will 
trample under your iVet such judicial ])ron()uncements as tlie judicial 
decrees ! This is from the creditor s point of vicAV. 

Now, Sir, with regard to the pers(m for whose benefit all this 
legislation is being introduced. Let u.s try and get a cb‘ar id(*a of 
the person for whom this extraordinary solicitude is being shown by 
the CTOveriimcnt. Sir, T take it that the NaAvab is not a charit¬ 
able institution and, therefore, need not be ke])t and maintained at 

juiblic ex])ense. Tf anything, he is a. relic of wliat tin* aneient NaAvab.s 

and Kajas used to be. He is probably a sample of those Nawabs and 
Rajas Avho have contributed in wo small measure to our ])res(*nt state of 
slavery. Why perpetuate such careers in order to put tliein up to the 
ridicule and contempt of the world outside ? Has not the time arrived 
Avlicn we should pur an end to it ? Are not fh'c pa.st misdeeds of this 

gentleman your sole excuse for bringing forward this piece of legisla¬ 

tion ? Hoes it lie in your mouth to help and encourage a man who 
cannot manage his OAvn affairs and who is guilty of havijig carried on 
a most extra^pagant life, so that he may continue and perpetuate that 
sort of a caf'rt'r ? Sir, if, from liigher Imperial considerations, such an 
exhibit must be preserved, then may T submit that he may be removed 
to the British Museum and let the British Exchecpier ])ay for him. We 
have no necessity for him here. So far as we are eoncerued. we are 
sick of such-like Nawabs and such-like Rajas. The.se are the general 
considerations on the basis of which 1 conseientionsly feel that it 
would not do us credit to pass such a measure nor will it do the least 
credit to the Government who are spon.soring this Bill. 
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Coining now to tlie measure itself, let us examine it on its own 
merits. We find it stated in the Statement of Objeots 'snid> R^sohs : 

That tfro'iiia'chiiiery for the ejfcirdse of gu«h'manaffemehls by the ■ Becretai^ "of 
State was not, however, provided' for in the Indenture and it is to supply tliis' that' 
the pniseiit Bill is designed.’’ 

Now, 1 do not wisli to read the whob? Indenture as it is a very 
b)ng-winded doeiiiiKMit, but the words which hear on the point with, 
wliieh 1 am dealing are these : in the event of the Nawah behaving 
(,r rnishohaving in a })arti(Milar maniKT, this will he the consequence 
and T will read that gov(*rning sentence. It reads : 

** Tho not routs, issues, profits so to be rectuved and taken by the Seenstary 
of Sf;ito as aforesaid shall bo applied /or the benefit of the said Naioab Bahadur of 
iMwrshidabad. ’ ’ 

Now, Sir, the power secured under this Indenture in favour of 
file Secretary of Stale is that on resuming and taking over the posses¬ 
sion of tin* properties of the Nawah. he will proceed to realise all the 
rents and profits, and what will ho do with it ? It shall he 
applied for ihv benefit of the said Nawab of Murshidahad. Now, Sir, 
'vhat a eonvoni«*iit interpretation the Gov(‘rnment are putting on 
thes(* words. This phrase “ for the benefit of the Naw'ah of 
Miirsliidahad ” is now being interpreted by means of the present Bill 
io giv(* the Secretary of Stat(‘ powers unhi*ard of, namely, that he can 
altogether ign(»re and refuse to entertain or even consider any claim, 
no matter even if it is merged into a decree. Sir, I maintain that 
there is no justification for putting such flagrantly wide interpreta¬ 
tion upon the word Ixuicfit Is it not to the benefit of the Na^ab 
of Murshidahad tliat all his just claims were paid off ? Is not there 
a legal as well as a moral obligation even upon a Nawdb to pay off his 
liabilities ? Are Xawalis and Hajas beyond the pale and outside the' 
scope of the moral obligations to which we ordinary mortals are 
hound ? Can it he urged, on behalf (»f this Nawah, that it is to his benefit 
ir all the p(S)|ile with their decrees in their hands ]>aiiised by the High 
Court were kicked out and told : Go hack, this Nawah must he main- 
fa ined at public exi)(*nse ; your decrees are of no u.se. Sir, there is no 
justification <*ither, leiral or moral, for putting such a convenient inter- 
preta1i<m upon flic W(»rd “ benefit All that the Secretary of State 
could ask was that, since lie personally cannot manage, he should he given 
t.owiTs to have this estate managed throu«rh a Manager, a Deputy or an 
Agent. That woiihl hav(» been a ])erfeetly legitimate claim. But, while 
asking for that, tliey have surroptitiou.sly introduced mo.st tliaholical 
[>owcrs, most ext(*nsive ])owers, which this Bill is supjmstHl to confer 
upon fh(* agent of the SeiMvtary of State wlien the Secretary of State 
liimself does not possess any one of those. Wliere is it recorded in this 
Indenture that th«» Secretary of State shall have the power to ignore or 
to refuse to entertain the claims judicially determined by the highest 
fkuirt in the land ? I would like to know—and T will wait with 
patience—on what principles of int<*rpretation a cas(' can be made out 
that this word benefit ” covers and entitles Government to do all sorts 
of acts of this inirpiitous ehanieter ? T submit that neither on the broad 
principles is this Bill a sound measure, a ju.st measure or an equitable 
measure, nor are on merits the powers, which are now being conferred 
upon the Manager, the powers which arc either consistent with the 

Ii290!LAD n 



1582 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


[14th Sept. 1933. 


[Mr. B. n. Buri.] 

words and tlie lanjruafro of tlio Tndeiiture n])oii which the whole siiper- 
stnietiire is beinj? built. On these pfronnds, 1 submit tlmt this measure 
is bad from every point of view and shoidd be thrown out. 

Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen (Bresidemey l>ivision : Non-Muham¬ 
madan Rural) : Sir, I bejr to su]>])ort Ihe view so ebxpiently ex¬ 
pressed by my Honourable friend. Mr. l^uri. 1, too, am op])osed 1o 
such lejrislations on prinei])le. Tn spite of the r(*deemin<; features of 
this Bill, in eonsideratiou of the tu‘euliar and extraordinary ]) 0 siti()n 
of the person eoncerned, this Bill is to b(‘ regarded as an extrai>rdinary 
one. Indirectly this Bill puts a premium fni ])roflijraey and extra- 
vapranee. Tt is true that the (lovernmeiit have »riven some assurance 
in reprard to the finality of the judp'unmts passed l)v the hiprhest Bourts. 
But I understand these assurances have no l(‘<Tal valin*, and without 
these safeo'uards, T am constrained to say, this l^ill is oppf>sed to all 
sense of justice and jurisprudence. It <rrossly violates the principle of 
res jvdirafa. When a judfrment has !)een finally ])ass(‘d. it cannot la* re¬ 
opened by anybody. Sir. from the point of view of creditors, the conse¬ 
quence of such a lep’islation will be disastrous. Thns<‘ peo]>le who, instead 
of takinpr up more fiprhtinpr occupations, take up the rather p(*aceful 
occupation of money-lend'rnr, are. adter all. to be repfirdiMi as important 
limbs of the social l)ody, and if the money-l(*nders lose confidence in the 
people, as well as in tin* Stat(*, the c<»nse(|nenc(* will in* d(‘trimental not 
only to the ])Oor, but also to the wealthy, all of whom arc havinp: hard 
days at iwesent. With these observations, I be<r t(» record my opposition 
knowinpr full well that it will be of no avail 

Mr. S. G, Jog : 8ir, J most heartily con^^ratulatt* my Hojionrable 
friend, Mr. Pnri, o]i tin* righteous indiprnation which he has shown ov(*r 
the measure before the House. 1 find be lias not b(*en takin** any part in 
tliis measure, but J thonprht there was some dc*liheration behind it. It was 
a lull befoia* a storm. After all, when the measnn* had reaehed tin* third 
readinpr stapre, somehow or other a mail from tlie Ibinjal) Avould not resist 
the temptation of pnttinpr in his emphatic j)!*ot(*st at Ihis U!iriirht(‘oii> Icjris- 
lation. ]\Jy Hononrahle friend had diseiissed the (|n(*.sti(>n from all points 
of view. He has discnissed it from the moral point of vlf*w, In- ii.is discussed 
it from the Icprrd point of view and I, for one. have no mind to detain the 
House any longer. B>nt, really spoakinp: T would not liavc takc'ii fiirtlicr 
]»art in this discussion except for some defects or flaws in this Bill to which 
T should like to draw the attention c>f the sponsors of tin* Bill even at this 
stapre. 

1 should like to draAv the attention of the TTonsf* to elanse 9 which 
refiTs to the presentation of claims and a further provision which relates 
as to wl)i‘n tin* (daiins are time barr<*d. The bnv, as it ap])(*ars to me, has 
iprnored all the eanons of otiicr laws. T will take particularly one point, T 
mean tin* law of limitation. There is a particular provision iii the law of 
limitation to Die effect tliat any claim, so far as persons under disability 
arc concerned, such as a minor, !io claim is barred apraiust him. I should 
like to ask iJie Honourable the Mover of tins Bill whether thenc is any pro¬ 
vision incorporated in tliis Bill so as to save tin* riprhts of minors and other 
persons under disability. There are a number of creditors wlio have pr«t 
their claims against the Nawab and by this in(?asure they are called upon,. 
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aftoi* due notification, to present their claims within six montlis and a fur¬ 
ther time is {^iven for some reason for another six inoiitlis. Supposing 
there are minors amongst the decree-holders or any persons under 
disability, is it to be understood that, after 12 months, if the minor does 
not come forward or any other person under disability does not come 
forward, his claim is barred. Has he no remedy and is he to get 
nothing out of the estate ' May 1 resi)ecTfully ask whether there is any 
provision, in the measure b(?fore the House ? Is it not necessary that 
there should he some j>rovisi(>ii in tlie interests of the minors and other 
persons under disability or are you going to ignore all the laws ? You 
want to defraud the creditors by this arrangement and you also want to 
defraud the minors who may be innocent and who may not be able to 
present their claims. 1 hojie that before we ])ass this Hill, 1 should like 
to know wln*th(*r then* is any remedy provided in this measure to meet 
this contingency. 

Sir, nobody on this side of the House is happy over this Hill. We 
must admit tliat tins measure has no moral back ground, but 1 should 
lik(* to say that tliere is no evil without any good and there is no good with¬ 
out an evil. ()ne(‘ in a way this measure will serve as an (.ye-opencr to 
the er(‘ditor class and onee in a way it will also serve a.s an ey(*-opeiier to 
those fiersons sueh as Nawabs and Kajas wlio lead a profligate life. Let 
the money-IcTider know tliat, before having any d(*aling with these people, 
he wo\dd run great risk of losing his momw entir“ly. IT this measure jias 
got the (‘fleet of killing the eredit of tin* Nawahs, it will also make the 
money-l(*iider iiioi-e wis(* and leach him a good lesson. I think, to that 
extent, tliis nieasim* will serve as a useful one. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad (Knited Hr<»vinees Southern Divisions: 
Muhammadan HuraD : Sir, I intended to In* a silent sjwetator in the 
discussion (»f this Hill and not to say a word, but the speech of my 
Honourable friend, Mr. Hiiri, (*sp(‘(‘ial!y wlu'ii lie appealed in the name 
of (lod, urued nn* to say a f(*w words. Had In* sim])ly brought forward 
tin* legal point of view, probably I would liavi* remained on iny seat, 
blit when he lias ap])eal(*d in the iiaim* of God, 1 thought T should say 
something about it. 

In the first place, about the mismanagement of the estate of J\Iur- 
sliidahad, T entir(*ly agree with him. Had he and his ancestors not mis¬ 
managed their estate, then the history of Heiigal and, 1 may oven say, 
tlie history of India would hav(* been dift'erent. Now, as regar(.ls the 
seeoTid ])art of liis spe<*cli about the Prinee.s, Nawabs and Rajas. T think 
probably he jint down his n(»te, for the Princes (Protection) Hill, and 
he delivered it at a wrong time. Hut I should like to draw his attention 
and till* attention of the As.semblv to one point which he as a lawyer onglit 
to have considered. It ha])j)ens in a large number of cases,—and tlioy 
have come to my knowledge, and T know it lias happened in the case of 
Mnrshidahad also as I stayed with the Nawab Bahadur some time ago 
when T was a member of the Galcutta l-uiversity Commission,—that several 
persons secured pro-notes for very large amounts which really they never 
paifl. That is a point wliieh probably a lawyer cannot consider, but 
which we, who are not lawyers, cannot entirely overlook. 

Mr. B. R. Puri : May I inform my Honourable friend that I was 
speaking on this very point for nearly five minutes ? 
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Dr. -Ziauddin Ahmad : Very often the pro-notes have been written, 
•not on receiving the full amount, and smiietimes on receiviii}: no money 
or u very small i>ortion. Such loans are not honest tnin«actious, but they 
we speculations. 1 have no sympathy for si)eculators in euiTeney or 
in loan advancing and this point we cannot overlook. And, in this ease, 1 
tmust congratulate—though 1 seldom congratulate—the Foreign Secre- 
42uy for bringing a measure of this kind which was urgently needed. And 
fl eay that when it is the polic}’^ of the (rovernnient to protect landlords 
•and other ancient families, 1 see no reason why that protection should hot 
»be extended in this case. 

Mr. Muhammad Muazzam Sahib Bahadur : Sir, my Honourable 
iriend, Mr. Puri, in his observations on the Bill referre<l tirsi. of all to the 
point of view of the creditor. 1 wonder if my Honourable friend knows 
that debts due from the Nawab Bahadur are only good for lln; life of the 
NaAvab. The moment he dies, the creditors cannot recover a j>ie fi'om 
his estate. Taking that as the basis of these* debts, it is a matter which 
One can easily understand whether a creditor, Avho is prepared to ad- 
vanci^ money to a person in the position of the Nawab Bahadur, will 
really,-^-laking the risk that the debt is oidy good for the life of the Nawab 
‘Bahadur in any case,—pay the full amount of any debt. Alrhoiigh 1 
would not ask the JManager to tivat this general infe‘reiic(‘ as the* basis for 
•hiti dcciisioiis, still one may fairly ask freuii the nature eif the transactions 
which have been carried on by the Nawab Bahadur, on the* basis, as I 
said, of the duratiem of the debt feu* the life e)f tlie Nawab Bahadur, whe¬ 
ther the element of speculation and dishoimsty doe*s not ente*r inte> eae*h one* 
of these transactions. 

'Sir, my Honourable triend, Air. Puri, when lie be*gan his spe*e*e]i, said 
that measures like these tendeel to shake* the* eontidemce* of lln* public in 
decrees ])assed by the highest tribunals of the land. Does my Jloneiiiralde 
friend, Mr, Puri, really think that we are* le*gislating in re*sp.*ci eif a mat¬ 
ter which is of unive^rsal applicatieui If is confine*el to a single* indivi¬ 
dual, a person wlio in days gone liy,—or at Ie*ast his ancesteus, had 
^Curod to the Government of the day the* reve*nue*s of Be*ngal, I>il»ar and 
Orissa ; and, in conside*ration of the* servie*e*s re*nele*re*d by tin* Nawab, tin* 
Government of the ceuintry, in gratituele* for theise* services, if I may say 
so, allowed him a fairly de*cent perisieni to begin with, whie*li from time to 
time has had to be curtailed and is now at the* figure of Rs. 20,000 or so a 
month. I nndeirst-and that when the* pension was first fixe*d. it was some¬ 
thing like a lakh and a half pen month. Is it the ide*a e>f Mr. Puri that, 
in these days of so-called democracy, all high stations and all th(*se 
princely distinctions should be done away with aliogethen and that, 
instead of having aAvarded to the Nawab liahadur a monthly pension 
suited to his rank, GoA*<u‘iiine*nt slueuld have tre*ate*d him as any other 
|>er«on and should have denied to him A\diat tlu*y have given ? I under¬ 
stood him to say at least that much. And am I to understand that even 
in these days of so-called democracy, we liave deinoeraey working to its 
full extent ? Sir, if the G(»vernment had gone out of the Avay to frame 
a legislation which might save the homuir and dignity of the Nawab 
Bahadur by implementing the pledges given by the Secretary of State 
to him, I ask, are the Government doing anything Avrong ? is it not a 
duty Airhich the Government oaVc to the NaAvab Bahadur ? It is easy to 
argue on general line« and I jiersonally would agree entirely Avitli 



BILL. 4885 

Mr. Puri if this had been a measure of universal application. But it 
happens to be a iHjstrictivc measure and his remarks cannot apply to 
an extraordinary m(;asiire like this. Then, Sir, so far as insolvency 
proceedings ar(j coneeriied. I may call my Honourable friend’s attention 
to the fact that the bankruptev Court has got certain powers which 
ordinary Couits do not have. The bankruptcy Court can go behind High 
•Ooiirt decrees ; it can revise deerecs passed by consent ; it can revise 
decrees passed on compromise. May I read a sitiall paragraph from 
Uaishury’s Laws of England, Volume II, page oT, dealing with non- 
compliance with bankrni)tcy nofices ? This is what it says : 

** Where Hueh an act of banknijitiy is n'lied on, the judgment is eonclii« vi: in 
the bankruptcy Court, unless the eoiisidenitioii for i1 ran be questioned ; the (^ourt 
niuy, however, for the j)urpos<‘ of d'driiiiiniiig whether a retidving onler should or 
should not be made, g<» behind the judgmeiil ami inquire into the eoiisideratioii for 
it, ami oil iimliiig' that there was no valid or legal fonsideration for it, may refuse to 
make a rereiving order. Thi.s may ]»r done at the recjuest of tht‘ (lebtor, even where the 
judgment was by <*onsent. **sto|i|M‘l not applving as against the bankruptry eourt. 
■Kveti where the Court (»f Appeal has refn.s<‘d t«i set aside the jiid^iient, the bankrrtptey 
eourt may atill go behind it and inquire into the liability on which it is founded. So 
if the judgmeiit has been obtaiiRMl by the rompromist* of an action, the bankruptcy 
Court may none the less inquire into the roiisideration and reject the debt, if it ^iiids 
that the eonipromise, though not fraudulent, was unfair and unreasonable. ” 

With lhcs<‘ remarks, 1 submit that the Bill before the House is very 
reasonable and should b(» passeil. 

The Honourable Sir Bepin Behary Ghose : Sir, when T hoar«l the 
Honourable Mr. Puri, 1 thought that I was prestuit at a meeting of 
radktals. 1 may confess that 1 have a little bit of radicalism in me, but 
I must also point out that the fiolicy of the British Government here in 
India and also, 1 may say, in their own country, is to maintain the 
ilignity of aneietit families. 

Mr. B. R. Puri : Not at tin* expen.se of others I 

The Honourable Sir Bepin Behary Ghose : Now, what is the good of 
Diese many—1 think tbfiv are about 2C—Aets, (’ourt of Wards Acts, in 
this eouiitry, under whieh tlie Court of Wards takers possession of the pro¬ 
perty of‘minors, wi<lows jind ilisqualified’pro]>rietors who are wasters and 
cannot manage' their own projierty ? Ami then what' is the goo<l of all 
these Kneumben'd Estates Aets, atid Aets whieh protect the Oudh Taluk- 
dars ? 1 do not think there is anything like these in the Punjab for, if 

there had been, then ])robably my friend, the Honourable Mr. Puri, when 
apjamringon behalf of minors or widows or disijiudified proprietors under 
the Court of Wards, would not have been so elotjuent on behalf (yf the 
enklitors. In iny time 1 have heard many eloquent speeches, and I must 
say that the speech of Mr. Puri is a very ekxpient one—but rarely did I 
hearstich an eloquent appeal on b<*half of money-lenders. Mr. Puri has 
insuffieieiitly briefed. He is holding in this matter a brief for the 
creditors. Now, what sort of en'ditors are they, advancing money to a 
f)*?rson whos4' tenure is only for his life ? Whether rightly or wroiiglv, 
under the Indenture and under the Aet.s, under which the Nawab Nazim 
of Bengal surrendered his exalted position and his exalted title and 

obtaiiled the humbler title of Amir-ul-Omrah and Nawab Bahadur_of 

eemrse there are hundreds of Nawab Bahadurs, but Amir-ul-Omrah is the 
Noble of Bengal—})r()teetioii has been given to him ; and it has been 
the policy of Government that the Premier Noble of Bengal should not go 
about the streets begging money from this man or tliat. Therefore, all 
the property that has been conferred upon him by the Government which 
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j.Sir Bepiii Beliary Glioso.J 

\v.*K purelinsod l)y sale of his own jewellery—and not at the public 
ex})ense. 

Mr. B. R. Puri : AVIiat about the deseendants of the Mughal 
Eiu]»erors wlio are begging on the stret*ts and starving ? 

The Honourable Sir Bepin Behary Ghose : Quite true : when I eanu? 
iirsi ij»to this Assembly, 1 heard ])eople shedding tears for the deseendants 
of Tipu Sultan ; but Tipu Sultan was eompiered : he did not eede any- 
thiu;i- by treaty, while the Xawab of Bengal eedt'd his dignities and terri¬ 
tories by treaties. The Knglish did not r(*ally eoiupier liengal by the 
battle of Plassey. l\lir datfar was set up by the great landowiurs of 
Heiigal and th<*n, after subse(iuent treaty after treaty, the N.iwabs 
siirn'ndered the sovereignty rights to the Knglish Goinpany ; and, on 
aeeoiiiit of that, tin* British Governnitmt, out of a sense of gratitude, gave 
rhem Rs. 64 laklis at first as an annuity ; it was redue(*d afterwards to a 
lesser sum of about 16 lakhs ; and, with regard tr) the State jewellery, 
thesi* were sold and ])ro])erties were jiurehased with that money, and not 
witli our taxes ; and then tliost^ pro])(‘rties wei-e giv(*n to the Xawab 
Baliadur of IMursbidabad for enjoyment for life on^v. Xow, if a creditor 
knowing--alid he must he suppostnl to have known this—advances money to 
a man who holds a life (‘state only, and knowing also the inseeunty of 
lilV- -v/liat Mould you say of sueb a er(‘ditor ? If the Nawab Bahadur Iiad 
dif'd of an attack of cholera that night—^Moiild the creditor have had a 
single pice ! No. Tlieii, what Mas he / An honest creditor 1 I sliould 
say he was a speculator or a gambler ; and if a hiM’yer of the eminence of 
the Honourable Mr. 1‘uri stands uj) and says “ Oh, these are just 
creditors ”, 1 can only say that his heart is bowing Mith the milk of human 
kindin^ss for thos(* mIio do not des(‘rve a single moment ^s jiity. 

Mr. B. R, Puri : Does my Honourable frienrl recognise that he is 
rtaiiy ])utting a slur Ujxm the High Court Judges mIio decided some of 
those cases ? 

The Honourable Sir Bepin Behary Ghose : I should be the last 
|)ei*son to cast a slur on High (\>>urt Judges : of course i)ractiti<)uers at the 
bar may. They are privileged to call a High Court, Judge a fool ; and I 
niighi have heen ealh'd s(» in my time ; bul I eaimot now (pie.stioii either 
the integrity or eorrectiu'ss of Mdiatever may have heen decided by a High 
Court Judge : 1 M’oiild not do it even if I had felt it. IJoMever, what can 
a High (\)urt Judge do ? The XaMah is not an infant : he is not a lunatic. 
Jf he exeeutf's a bond of, say, five lakhs after getting only one lakh, can he 
stand before the (’ourt and say : ” Xo, 1 got one lakh, hut signed for five 
lakhs ? ” Which (kjurt Mould li.^teu to him ? Which lawyer would 
advise him to Mrite such a thing in his Mritten stat(‘Tne.nt. ? Therefore, any 
High Court fludgi* Mould say : ” Yes here is tlie bond ; here is the 
firomissory note... ” 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : Is not want of consideration often pleaded in 
laM' (k)urts ? 

The Honourable Sir Bepin Behary Ghose : But you must remember 
this, that when tlu^re is an attorney and a barrister draMung up a MTiitcn 
statement, these two laMwers, through mJiosc hands the written stalemeiit 
passes, and any law>'(*r worth liis salt would sr.y : if a man, in the jiosition 
of the Nawab Bahadur, desired to plead want of consideration, “ No ; da 
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not nrpo that ])loa, bocanso it will at onoo bo ooiisirlorod to bo false 
Thoroforo, tho Xawab Jbiliadiir, in order to maintain his rospootaldlity, 
oannol nr<>ro siioh a ])lea. 

mUr. B. R. Puri : Is that tin* position, that the Xawab puts up .i false 
j»I<-a rnoroly to maintain his dijrnity ? Wo would lik(* to know. 

The Honourable Sir Bepin Behary Ghose : Xo, iiot tho Xawab only : 
but 1 am spoakin*? tor a r(*s])Ootabh* lawyer, bcoaiiso no rospoeUddt: lawyer 
would put his hand tr) suoli a written statonnuit of a person wlio is neitlur 
a ndn(>r nor a widow nor a Innatie. but who would lu* eonsirlered a eon- 
fonndod liar. Mr. Puri himself is at the bar. and if T borrow mone\ and 
jyivo a note in favour of a Alarwari and say : ‘‘ Mr. Puri, J did not "o.t 
that money would not Air. Puri advise me and say : “ X"o, my friend, 
do not say anytliinii’ of Ike sort : 1 am not iroin^ to file a. written stalement 
that would at on.ee b(' helrl to be fal.se Tliat is the position I maintain ; 
and I maintain the di<iiiity of the prof(*.ssioii of Jaw, beean.se 1 helievi. jio 
resj.eetahle lawyer \v(»uhl eneouraire false pleas beino- set up in that way, 
atid I .should think any Jndfre. 

Mr. Amar Nath Butt : Even wlnui tln‘ plea is true .’ 

The Honourable Sir Bepin Behary Ghose : Who would Indieve tb ii 
])lea as I have said .’ Xnw, the man who advanees mon(*y to a persoii who 
niiirnt die the next day- heeaiis(* in tlie mi<lst of life we are in dcidli—wo ihl 
yon believe that he is an Innsest ereditor Tie knows that his s<‘eiivity is 
absolutely uneertain. Those who advaiiee money to Hindu widows without 
makbij? any iinpilry about leiral neeessity, would they be eon.sidered a.s 
Jiotiest (Teditors ! 

Mr. B. R. Puri : Afay T understand, 8ir, that people in Deiicral 
5 PM advance money <udy to fhost* peoph‘ wdio are not capabh- 
of dyiiijx ! I woidd like to know* tiiat. 

The Honourable Sir Bepin Behary Ghose : My friend, ATi*. Puri, 
iKitwitbstandinjjr my ^'reat respt^d for him as a lawyer, is ah.solutely 
fallneious, l)eeaus<* in ordinary ease's, when* people die, their heirs ar** 
b'lund hy their aiie(‘s1(»r's debts. Tins is a very siinj)le j)oint. 1 womhr 
that my friend. Air. Puri, has put that ipK'slinn to me. Evidentl;\, on 
aeeount of his ren'iil erimiiial |)raetiee. In* has forfrotten his civil law. 

• Laujthter.) 

Then about tlu* sanctity of d(*en'es : a.s some Honourable Alembt'is 
pointed out, in insolvi*ney matters decrees are liable to be re-ojxuied. One 
of my Hoiiourabh? friends (pioted from Halsbnry, but he niiprht have quoted 
without fjoin" so far afii'ld ifisolvcmy bnvs ]ui.sscd by the Indian Lej.risla- 
turc. T)eer(M*s may In* re-opened,but an honest deereo-holder has no reason 
to fear, because In* will be able to ]M)int out and say : Here, Sir, is my 
decr(*(‘, which is an honest decree Why so imieli ])r()fuse tears are beinjr 
shed by my friend, Air. Puri, witli all the eloquence, wdiieli a remnvned 
advo(*.ate like iny friend commands, for a s])eenlatin‘j: ereditor wlu^se object 
it seems to be to catch an improvident wastcT in his net and jtambie on 
the contiiinanee of his life, I cannot nndtTstand. It is really a imdter of 
w'ondcT to me. A"es, Sir, deere(\s liave their sanctity, but, as 1 have pointed 
out, in insolvency matters dt'crees can be re-opened. 

Mr. B. R. Puri : Hy whom ? 
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Th« |[oiiaiii;«^ble Sir Bepiq Behaiy.Gliose : Tiuo' can be rc-opeuctl by 

t?ie Receiver. 

And, in tliis ciuse, although tlie (hni'cn may l)e nM)|>ened» tJierc is tin 
appeal, and a. second a])pcal, and we have an assiiraiict* tliroii^h my 

friend, Mr. Glancy, that decrees should be taken as prima faric evidence 
of the correctness of the debt, and that Avas in accordance witli the opinion 
of sfjveral members of tJie Select (joiiuiiittee, and if I may say so without 
any disrespect to any i)erson, we had a Select GommiUts^ as strong as this 
House could providt\ There were men of all shades of opinion, and all of 
Ihein discussed the Jiill clause by claUvSti and sometimes had frreat discus¬ 
sions about certidn matters connected with tin* l>ill, and after full eonsi- 
deration the ReiM)rt is an unanimous one. Only an opinion was expressed 
by some Members, about which 1 <rave them an assurance, that that 
opinion Avould be respected. 1 don’t think 1 need say anytliiiif? further 
about the solemnity of the decrees. I am (piite sure, my friend, Mr. l^nri, 
has iiot read the judjrments. T do not know whether those were suppliefl 
in his brief. In the judfrmeiit of Sir (ieorjre l\ankiii. wliieh was aff‘rrrKMl 
by Their Lordshi})s of the Privy Oouneil,—the judgment, beinp delivered 
by Lord Macniillaii,—it is said that the lien whieh wfLs deelar»Ml would 
ipso facta fall to the frround as stsm as the S#H*retary of State takes poss< s- 
sioii. If 1 may read one passage from the judjjrnitmt of Sir Georjje Rankin, 
who adorns the (Tileiitta IJeneh as Ohief dus1ic(‘, this is what he says : 

As refjanls the eourse of extravaj^alire l»,v whieh a Nawah nii^cht eripple hiinselt 
.Tntiei])atiii^ the futiin ineoaie lo aeerue in his own lifetime, it appears to me that 
«'ontiiipeiiey is one of the things eonteinj»late<l hv tin* eom linlin^ provision, a provi.sion 
whieli eiiablcfl the Seen’tary of State to step in if bv a eourse »)f extrava^.'irtee tie* 
NawaU of tiie day should disable hinistdf from duly niaintuiniiig his dijifnity and 
jmsitioii 

Mr. B, B. Puri : You eatniot "o behind the Indentun*. 

The Honourable Sir Bepin Behary Ghose ; These internipfi^ui.^ flo tio 
jrood. T would ask my friend, Mr. Puri, with all the res|)(‘et that ! (uve 
to him, to fro throu*;!! these judgments, to "o llinmjrh the laws, and tln n 
say that this is not ri"ht. Of course*, as a radical he is entitled to say . 
“ Wipe out these ancient families, wij)e ont the Xawab of Mnrshidabad ”, 
but that is another question. So lon*r as then* is the isdicy of the Rritish 
Government which maintains the Zairiindars 1 think, as I have said, it is 
a question of {gratitude in the case of the Nawah of Miirshi<iabad, beeau.se 
he frave the British Government the first footlndd in India- T should say,— 
so lonj? as there is this policy of the P»ritis}i Govcrnim'nt, wc must protect, 
thfsc noblemen. This lejrislation, I submit, Sir, is necessary, and I have 
nnihiiifr to say further. (A])plause.) 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shanmukliam Ohetty) : TPe 
(PiU^slion is : 

** That tho Kill, as amended, bo ])assed.” 

The motion was adojded. 

The Assembly then adjourned till Kleven fif the (Mock mi Fridav, tlie 
Tr)1h Sept(*mber, 



L KG IS [.A TW K A SSKM BL Y. 

Frit lay, ITtlh Srntewher, 


TllG As'^fuihiy rnot in A'*s<‘nil)!y Thaiiibor at Elcvt^n of the Clock, 
.Ml'. iTIic jMoiH'iii'ijblr Sii- Sliaiimulihaiii Clictty) in the Chair. 


yiEMUER SWOKX. 

.Miijoi- W. K. FraM‘i-Tytl<T, M.(\, .M.L.A., (F'Tfiirjj Secre- 

taj'.' ‘ 


CANCKLLATinN OF THE EVEXIXti PARTY IX IlOXOlIR OF THE 
ME.MliFRS OF THE CKSTHAl. LEfHSLATFRE. 

Mr. President criu* Hon<»iirahl(‘ Sjj- S^htUiiuiikhain Chctty) : T liavc 
1(» Hnnnura'hh* MenilMTs liiat His Maj«‘sty tiH‘ has eoni- 

ina.iifhsl that fhi'^s will In* tlown at half mast oii all the (j|ov(*rniiient 
bnihliiius throii^^liont India today as a mark of rf‘.s|)»*(;t on thr occasion 
of the funeral of His Majesty the late Kin|j Feisal of Iraq. On account 
of lids reason. Their h]xeelleneies the Viceroy and Countess of 
Willinjjrdon have asked me to convey to the Honourable* Members that 
they have* to !e^r(>tf\illy cancel the Evening Party which was to have, 
been lield this evenijijjr in hoiKun* of the Membt*rs of the Central Jjegis- 
latiiia*. 


(^1 ESTTOX8 AXD ANSWERS. 

JH rjn:si;.\T.\TioN tiik Postuoxemiixt ok the Autumn Sessk»n ok the 
J^E(; isi .atimo Assembly. 

933. ‘Mr. Bhiiput Sing : (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
whetJier any represtmtatinn was made to them by Sir Ilari Sing Gour, 
Leader of the Opposition, to postpone the autumn Session of the A^embly 
to (K'tober to eiialile liim and other Members, who as delegates to the Joint 
Select CoinmiTtee are in London, to ])artake in its deliberations ? 

(/)) What are the i-ea.sons for which the rej)resentation was turned 
doAvn ? 

(r) Are Government aware of the view held by some people that 
opportunity has been taken to keep them off their opposition to important 
measures which the present Session is likely to deal '^vith 1 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Shore : The attention of the Honour¬ 
able Member is invited to my reply to Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh's question 
No. 93, asked on the !2Hth August, 1933. T have nothing further to add. 
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Employment op States Subjects under the Government of India. 

934. *Mr. K. P. TLampan : Will Goveninjcnt be pleascil to state : 

{a) wJictlier it is a fior that a ("liru^tiaii candidate, wJio was the 

< subject of an Indian State and stood, ven' much below in rank 

in llic results of the competilive exainination held in last 
Noveuilii'i* for the i\‘(*ruituient of clerks in the Secretariat, 
was apj)oiut(d in ])refereuce to n very large number of other 
candidates who did better in the exainination ; 
ih) if they ai‘e av’are that the Indian States, such as Mysore, Tra- 
vancorc and Co(‘liin, preclude Hrilish Indian subjects from 
entering their services ; 

(c) whether they have considered the question of debarring States 

subjects from subordinate services under tlie Government of 
India ; and 

(d) wliether tliey liave any definite policy in regard to this subject ; 

if so, what it is V 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : (a) Yes. This was done in order 
to redress communal inexjuatities by securing the ap]>oiutinent of a 
member of the Indian Christian community. 

(h) I am obtaining the information and will lay it on the table 
in due course. 

(c) and id), i would invite attention to the reply I gave on the 
25th February, 1933, to ])art (/;) of .starred (piesticui No. olG and to 
paragraph 4 of the Hoiiie Department Kesolution No. 1093 (Establish¬ 
ments), dated the 10th May, 1921, a copy of which is in the Library. 

Mr. K. P. Thampan : Arising out of answer to }>art (a), T would 
like to know whether the Government think that tlie Christian coni- 
muiiily in Travaneore and Cochin, from where. 1 understand, this 
particular candidate was recruited, is either a minority or a backward 
comuniiiity ! So far as I know, from the population point of view, they 
are strong, they are wealthy and wt‘11 educated, and in those States they 
are nor. a minority community. Cnder the eircumstaiices, is there any 
justification for Treating that candidate as one belonging to the 
iniiiority classes and entitled to special privileges ? 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : Sir, the eandiflate was appointed, 
not because lie l»elotiged the Indian riiristian eonminnily of Travaii- 
core, but IxM-anse he Avas an Indian Christian, and some (l(*parlment, 
takiny; iO'C'fmnt n!‘ the eoniinmial eojijp(»silion of its staff, r<<jni!*ed an 
liidian Christian. 

Mr. B. Das : If the Governineni of India eneoiirage the Christian 
subjer,.. of Imlian Slat^■^•. j(» ‘.n't jobs in the ScfriUaI'iat, what Avill 
hapi)ei! to llie Indian Christian eomnmnity that livi: in Ilritish India ! 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig ; 1 do not think that then* is any 
question of eneonragement of subjects of Indian States. But this candi¬ 
date happen(‘d to stand on the list in such a j)lace that, Avlien an Indian 
Christian was required, he was taken. 

Mr. B. Das ; May I enquire Tvhat will be the condition after 
the Federation ? Will the subjects of Indian States compete for the 
loaves and fishes of the British Indian provinces ? 
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The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : Well, Sir. hitherto our j)olicy has 
been not to bar the subjects of Indian States eiiterin" our services. 

Mr. K. P. Thampap : Tliero are only voi-y f(‘W appointments in the 
Secretariat and it is the legitimate right aiul prerogative of the 
lirilisli Indian subj(*ets of llis Majesty the King Emperor to get ern- 
])loyinent in the (Central and Provincial Secretariats and other offices 
in British India. Why should people, who owe their allegiance to 
Indian States, be iirii)orted to those offices ? Is it not a great injustice 
and hardship to Ilis Majesty’s British Indian subjects ? 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : 1 notice that the Honourable 
Member, jn om* part of his question, to which, I am afraid, I was not 
able to give an answer, has rai.sed the question whether certain Indian 
States preclude British Indian subjects from entering their service. 

Mr. K. P. Thampan : They do, I know. 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : I think that might be a relevant 
point in consiciering our policy. T cannot at the moment sav more than 
that. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : May I ask, will the (Tovernment of India 
consid(‘r the questi(»n whether the subjects of all those States, which 
do not recruit T>ritish Indians in their oiriees, should be excluded from 
employment in British India ? 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : Well, sir, 1 was saying that that 
might he a relevant eonsideration which we would take up when we 
have got the information. 

Ml*. K. P. Thampan : Will the Government issue orders advising the 
several departments under them not to enlist hereafter at any rate the 
subjects of those Indian States which debar British Indian subjects 
from their s<'rvicc ? 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : I have already undertaken that 
wln'ii inforinati<‘n is available we will look into the wliole matter. 

Mr. K. P. Thampan : Thank yon. 

IXDIA-MSATION OF T!li: ('FNTKAI. GyI'IIFK BtREAU OF TIIF FoREIGX AND 
Political Df.faktmlnt. 

*Mr. Muhammad Muazzam Sahib Bahadur: (o) Will Govern¬ 
ment ])l(‘asc state niiat steps, if any, hjiw Iv^eu taken to Indianise the 
Central (\vi)her Ihin-au of \\.v EoiT‘ign and Political Department Is it 
not a faerthat ]ile(iges li; this ir^ptct were iriveii ^^ome years ago If no 
.steps have been taken, will Government ph‘ase state the eaiise of the 
delay 

(/>) Is it a fact tliat tie typing and despatching section of the above 
Bureau <loes not contain any Indian ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the duties of the typing and despatching staff of 
the above Bureau who are i*outine division clerks are typing and despatch- 
ing of cypher telegrams after they liave been paraphrased, and that they 
are not required to handle tlie codes ? 

L295LAD a2 
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(d) Js it a fact IJiat tbm* nro in the otlier sections of the Foreign and 
Poiitieal J)ej)artnient Secretariat Assistants and clerks who have a. good 
knowledge and experieiv'c of cy])}ier work and whoso services have been 
re(juisilioiie(l for sindi work in leave vaean<*ies and 'vjdu) are also requisitioned 
in tiui**s oi' si l ess ? 

(r) ir the reply to paiV (ui ]h' in the negative aiul that to parts (/>). 
(r) ainl id) in the .•Itlniiative. d<' (Jovern-neiit pro])ose to take s1oj)s to 
ajq;oint Indians rorlliwith to the. typing and despatching section of the 
above r»iireaii hy the Iraiisfor of pernuinenl and qnnlili'ul elei*ks from the 
Issue r»r;;ncli of the Foi*i*ign and Political T>t?i)artrnent. their places being 
taken liy the present statl* of the typing section of tht* above Bureau ? If 
not, why not 

(/) Will Ctoverijinent plea.se state whether lliey are prej)are(l to till 
the ap])ointinen1s in the typing and des])atehiiig section of the above Bureau 
in futuie througli the Pulilie Service Commission from amongst the 
eandiflaics at ilndr cem])etirive examinations ? If not, wliy not V 

Major W. K. Fraser-Tytler : (a'l Negotiations are in pri>gr*ess with 
Ilis Majesty’s (Jovernment in regard to the Indianisaii‘ui of tin* (‘cntral 
(.'yplier Bureau It is 1 reer«*t to say impossihh' for me i(» di\ulge thr 
nature (»f thes** iiegoliatious vdiieh an* of a highly conlidential nature, 
but 1 ean assure the Ilonourahle M(*mher that every ettort is l)t*iiig made 
to opeji th(* Biueau as so(;n as po.vsihle to Indians. 

ih) Ves. 

{(•) 'J'he typing and despatching staff are expected to fainiliarist* 
themselv(‘s with tlie working of the cyphers in order to helj) tin? cypher¬ 
ing staff when work is heavy. 

(d) At the present time there is only one such eh‘rk who has a 
competent knowledge of cypher work working in a ditl'(*i*ent seetion 
of the Foreign and Political Department Secretariat and lie is now 
actually employed in the cyi)her bureau in a vacancy caused by sick¬ 
ness. ilis availability in times (»f pressure would depend on tin* slate of 
work in his own branch. 

(f) Piitil the negotiations referred to in the answer to (a) above 
are complete it will not be possible to take the action suggested by the 
lie,nouT able ]\Ieniher. 

(f) As soon as the negotiations referred to in {a) above are com¬ 
plete there will be no difficulty in appointing men to the typing and 
despatch in?/ sect ion tlii’ough the Public. Service Clommission wdien 
vacancies occur. 

Mr. Gaya Parasad Singh : Is it a fact that Anglo-Indians are ap¬ 
point (*d in the Cypher Bureau without having to pass through the Public 
Service Commission ? 

Major W. K. Fraser-Tytler : Yes, it is. 

Mr. B. V. Jadhav : May T know whether the Honourable Members 
of the Executive Council know those cyphers ? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhorc : They do not know. 

Mr. K. P. Thampan : May T ask how many cyphers arc there besides 
the London Foreign Office cypher ? 
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Major W. K. Fraser-Tjrtler : 1 am afraid 1 c.ould not givt* an 
answer olfhaml, but I sinuild think there are !t or 10 prc^bably. 

Mr. K. P. Thampan : What objection is tliere to employing' Indians 
in tlie other eyj)her branches besidt\s that of tlie Dritisli Forei^^n Oftice 
cypher ? 

Major W. K. Praser-T 3 rtler : 1 think the difficulty tliere is that 
tliest* eyplier eitu-ks take tlieir work in ord» r, lliat is to >.ay, any clerk 
at any tmn* may b(‘ required to use the Foreijiii Office eyi)her, and 1 d<» 
jiot tliink it would b(* possible to have a sej>arale ])ureau for eyi)lier.s 

that are not in use in the London Forei^'ii Dffa'e. 

Mr. B. R. Puri : Does the Foreitz-u and ik)litiea! Dt-partnienf ('ode 
stand on a din'erent footiiijr from the other (’odes, assuminir that tliere 
are o1h(*r (’(kIcs ? 

Major W. K. Fraser-Tytler : The position that there are eertain 
(’odes which are not riiirs and those < V»des ar«* ^•overiM'd hy rules which 

are jiot ours either and up t(» now wr liavc had tn f<‘llow these rules, 

hut (lovertiment reeo^rnis(‘ that these are very f>bjeetiouabh* in certain 
eirenmstanees to Indian s^uitiment. Tht*se aia* the rules which we are 
now alteriiiL;' and I can assure the IIononnil>le Member and the llousi* 
that (fOv<‘nnnent liave every sympathy with tln‘ j)oint of viev^ wliich 
has l)e(‘n expressed hotli now and b(*fore in this House on this subject. 

Mr. B. R. Puri : ^o far as tliis ])artieular Cod** is eoneiTued. it ma.v 
b<‘ tliat tin* (lovernment of India are not directly responsible for it, but 
what about other (’odes, for the d(‘eodinjj of which liuliaiis have not been 
employed 1 

Major W. K. Fraser-Tytler : The point there is that we should 
then have a s(*]<arate Bureau whieli wcuild be an (‘xtra ex])ense. We will 
have to have separate people to use llie Forei^i Office (’’odes and a separate 
set of p(*opl(‘ io use (’o(b*s Avliieli are purely internal. That would add 
to the exj)ense and 1 do not think it would conduce to praetieal Avork- 
iiur. 

Mr. B. R. Puri : Is there any rule Avhieh de])ars the Indians for 
em])loym(‘nt in the Cyjiher Bureau relatiii«r to the Foreign and Bolitieal 
Deiiartment ? 

^ Major W. K Fraser-Tytler : The Oypher Bureau is a (’entral 
Oy])lu‘r Bureau. It does not relate to the Foreiiru and Political Depart- 
moni alojjc. 

Mr. B. R. Puri ; Am T ricdit in assnininjjr that there is some rule or 
rejyulation issued liy the Londo?» Office, that none but Britisli .subjects 
should he allowed to handle the Codes AAdiieh relate to their Department. 

Major W. K. Fraser-Tytler : T am afraid it Avill not be in tin* public 
interest to disclose Avliat the actual rules are. They Avere i.ssiu'd by the 
London Foreign (Mice. 'Jdicy are pretty obvious and Honourable 
Memb(*rs can draAv their oAvn inference as to Avhaf they are. As I said 
before, Ave are doinjr our best to remove th(‘m and they will be removed 
before very lonpr. 

Mr. B. R. Puri : Asstnnino: that there exists a rule which ijrnores 
the claim of Indians as such, may T knoAv on Avhal basis and on what 
principles those who are not British subjects are qualified for employ¬ 
ment in that class of job, namely, Anfflo-Indians 1 
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Major W. K. Fraser-Tytler : There, atraiii, tlie Honourable Member 
is referring to I'liles which are, 1 am afraid, confidential and which I 
cannot divulge. 

Mr. B. R. Puri : May I know if Anglo-Indians stand on a boiler 
footing than Indians ? 

Major W. K. Fraser-Tytler : far as the Government of India are 

concerned, certainly not. 

Mr. B. R. Puri : So far as the Governmenl of India are concerned, 
there ought to be Jio dlfTerentiation so far as their enijdoynienl in the 
GypJier linrean Is concerned 

Major W. K Fraser-Tytler : (Vn-tainly. 

Mr. B. R. Puri : llavt* th<* (b»vernnient of India taken any steps to 
iiave this injnsiiee nniKnlied V( !*y ex])et]itiously ! 

Major W. K. Fraser-Tytler : TInit is Jnsi wiiat ! have heen saying. 
We have taken a)id r.re taking steps ainl I lio])e Unit those negotiations 
Avhii'li are going oi: wit! !•<* <M!>i*})letc inside the i>ext t'A’"lvt' in iinlis. 

Mr. B. R. Puri : Are the (b»v(*rinn*‘nt of India aware that ajnn't 
from Anglo-Indians there are soin«* (ioanese a‘*Miary <*ai‘i’ying on work 
in the (Vplnn* liraneli of the Foreign ami ikditieal I)t‘partinmil ! 

Major W. K. Fraser Tytler : 1 do n<»t think 1hen‘ is anylwMly in iiit' 
Gy])li<*r Uureau wiio is not a lirinsh snhj<‘et. 

Mr. B. R. Puri : Ai'e Hi*. (jovernne*nl of India aware tliat most of 
the present ])ers<e,»m‘l, wh<» handle tln‘ K(n*eign and iNdiliv-al Depart¬ 
ment (’ode. has got ('<»ni])lt‘xions as hi ight as Mr. Kalu‘er-U'l-I tin .Vieiu'd f 
(liangliter.) 

Major W. K. Fraser-Tytler ; I hav(‘ not stndied their eo!npl(‘\ion. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Alay I know from the Honourable Alember 
if any law or any rule can lie eonfidential ! 

Major W. K. Fraser-Tytler : Knies of this nature are eonfi<lential. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Is it under any law iliat these rules have 
been made 

Major W. K Fraser-Tytler : f do not tbink so 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : U it a departmental mb- ' 

Major W. K. Fraser-Tytler : Tt is a rule of the Lorn Ion Foreign Office, 
and in respeet of t]»e ('odes, which helotig to tin* London Foreign (>(Ti(*e, 
the person who owns the (’ode is at liberty to make certain rules regard¬ 
ing the way that (’ode should be used. 

Mr. B. R. Puri : I trust that the Governmoiit of India are not of 
the opinion that Indians as such cannot be trusted ? 

Major W. K. Fraser-Tytler : That is so. 

Mr. K. P. Thampan : Is it not a fact that Indians handle all the 
confidential files before and after the issue of the telegrams in cypher 
on their files. 

Major W. K. Fraser-Tytler : I cannot hear the TTonourahle Member. 
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Mr. President (TJic Honourable Sir Shanmiikhain Chetty) : Honour¬ 
able Members must speak up. 

Mr. K. P. Thampan ; Is it not a fact that Indians alone handle all 
The eoiifidential files before and after the issue of the telejrrams in 
eypher ! 

Major W. K. Praser-Tytler : I would not say Indians alone. There 
are An^lo-lndians as well, 

Mr. K. P. Thampan : If all classes nf Indians. oTli( r tlian Christians 
and Anji’lo-Indians, arc* bandlirifc those liles, and are d(*em*:-d to 1»(^ trust- 
wort liy, \vh(‘re is the jn*e(‘ssity to confine tljc* Cypher Dejcartnient to the 
Aniilo-1 inlians {d(»ne 

Major W. K. Fraser-Tytler : As I have already said, eertain of these 
CH.!f*s wliieh We iise arc* ^•'overned by (-(‘rtain rub >. whieii ar-.* not onrs. 

Mr. K. P. Thampan : Are the (lov(‘rnnH*ni aware* lli.n clerks 

are heavily in\’<>lv(*d and a?*e often taking* advane<*s f)}' pa.v fj-oin offife ? 

Major W. K. Fra.ser Tytler : 1 would yon. Sir. whe ther tliat 

♦ pie-tMii, ansfs '.ni (,}‘ liie main cpiestion. 

Mr. President: ^Tlie Tbniourahle Sii* Slianrnnklunn t'lietty' : How 
vh'es tliat cpieslion arise (*u1 of this : 

Mr. K. P. Thampan : Heeausc* if pe(^])]e are in finaneiai diftienities 
and lia\<‘ d(*erees auainsf 1h(*in..as I understand is tin- ease with these 
peo[»h‘, tliey an* liable to tenifdation and not trustwni-thy. 

Mr, President 'The Ilononrahh* Sir Shanmiiklmm Chetty i ; Is it 
tin* IlotKoiraldc* MenilierV tx'int that tin y are en joyit\-j: st>*(*i:d prerojja- 
liv's and (lOV'einDcnt ar«‘ at 1h(‘ir mercy am; ♦I'a'V ha^^‘ to tht'in in 

tb(‘ij- p ,sts by ird.'iii;: advances of pay 

Mr. K. P, Thampan : It miLdit nj- miirhT not he that. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : Is not desjraldi* that the.se sliould 

ii«' -i oove o mi''aTioii ? 

Major W. K. Fraser-Tytler : 1 eiitir»dy aurec. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad ; Ma.v 1 know wh.en vacancies are likely to 
occur in tin* (‘eniral Cypher Hnivaii ? 

Major W. K. Fraser-Tytler: Not for several ytars. hut in the 
typinjr and despatching section there w»>nld t>r(»b;d»ly he three or four 
fairly soon, tlioufrh 1 am not (piite eertain on this ])oint. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : Von .sai<l you would take action within 12 
months and now you say several years ? 

Major W. K. Praser-Tytler : My point is tlmt within 12 months, I 
hope, the orders, wlne.h at present exist, will be repealed. Then there 
will he no objection to Indians beiiifr employed, but they cannot be em¬ 
ployed unless there are vacancies. 

Mr. Qaya Prasad Singh : Is it a fact that an Anglo-Indian lady 
typist has been confirmed within the last two weeks or so ? 

Major W. K. Fraser-Tytler : I have no information on that point. 
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Government of India Departments with no Sikhs, Indian Ciiwstians, 
Depressed Classes and Parsis. 

936. -Rao Bahadur M. C. Rajah : ((/) Will Government be pleased 
to state the names of the De})artmcnt of the Government of India (includ¬ 
ing the Army Departmenl and l>r«iiehes of t)u* Ai*m.y Ileadcjuarters) in 
Mdiich no Bikhs, Indinn Christians, Depressed ('iass(‘s and Parsis have so 
far been appoinU»d ? 

(/>) Do Government propcKse to a])point them in future vacancies ? 
If not, why not ? 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : (o) A statement containing the 
information available is laid on the t^ble. I regret that information 
regarding the depressed classes is not in my ])OvSsession. 

(b) The policy of the Government of India in r(‘gard to the n*(lres.s 
of doinmuiial ineciualities in the pnlilie seniee.s is stated in the JIcnne 
Department Olliee Memorandnm No. F. 17(i!2r)-Ksts.. (lat<*(l the btli F(*h- 
ruary, 1926, a co])y of wliich is available in tlie Library. 1 would add that 
it is impossibh* to s(*eur(‘ the representation of all minority eommiinities in 
ofiBccs the staff of which is small. 


Sttittment showinfi the nam<fi of the Ur part me nt a of the (Government of India ( nd the 
Branrhea of .Irvii/ Tfeadiiuarters in ivhieh no Sikh,'-^ Indian ('hrisfians or lUi-s 
were employed on 31st December^ 1933. 

Sikhs. 

1. Offiee of Hie AssisHiiit Military Serretarv (1‘ersoiial). 

2. (’uiitraetH l)inM*torate. 

3. General Staff Branch. 

4. Judge Advocate Generars Branch. 

Indian Christians. 

1. Tmperia] (’ouiicil of Agricultural lt<*search Bepartinent. 

2. Ofiice of the Assistant MiliUiry Seeretary (Persruial». 

3. Eiigiiiecr-iri-Gliief’s Braiieh. 

4. Jiulgo Advocate GeneraI’s Branch. 

5. Medical Directorate. 

(i. Military Secretary’s Branch. 

Parsis. 

1. Army Dcfiartnient. 

2. Goiuinerce Department. 

3. Finance Department. 

4. Foreign and Political Department. 

5. TIome Department. 

(i. Imperial fVmiicil of Agricultural Research Department. 

7. Industries and Labour Department. 

8. Legislative Deparlmeiit. 

9. Office of the Financial Adviser, Military Finance. 

10. Adjutant General’s Branch. 

11. Oflice of the Assistant Military Se.crrlarv (Personyl), 

12. Contracts Directorate. 

13. General Staff Branch. 

14. .Judge Advocate GeneraPs Branch. . 

15. Medical Directorate. 

10. Military Secretary’s Branch. 

17. Quartermaster Generars Branch. 

18. Royal Air Force Headquarters. 
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Hunger-Strike by certain Political Prisoners in the Andamans. 

9.17, *Mr. S. C. Mitra : (fi) Will ijovernmeut please slate under 
what circumstanees tlie politictal pri}>oiiers in the Cellular Jail, Pori Blair, 
gave ui) hunger-strike on the 26th June last ' 

(!j) Is it a fact that the hunger-strike was given up on assurances 
from Colonel Barker for the redress of the i)risoners’ grievances ? 

(e) What are those* assurances ? 

id) Wa.s Colont‘1 Barker consulted by Government before their deci¬ 
sion was arrived at to introduce the recent changes in tlie treatment of 
prisoners ? 

;< ) 11 so, were the changes made in aeec»rdanee with liis reeoiiimeiida- 

tioiis 

[j'i From what date and after how many days of the lei ?iiJj,;:rioii of 
tin* hiinj2'*i*-‘strike tin* recent elianges in iht* treatment of the pr's niers were 
introduced ■ 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig ; U/) The lumgfr-trike was 
abandoned uneonditioiially on June 2(i, 

[b) TJiere is no trutli wlmtever in this suggesMon. 

(r) Doe.s not arise. 

{d) and (c). I diseiissed matters arising out of his rejxirt with 
Lienl<‘nant-t’oloiiel Bark(*r on Ids return from the Andamans hut tlmt 
report was confined to nuulieal and saidtary arrangements anil the died of 
the prisoners and had no referenee to siieli matters as tlie su|)])ly of 
liirlits and of ii'^wspapers or the grant of interviews in regard to wldeh 
changes Jiave been made. 

(f) Tlio changes were intrcMlueed from August 15. 

Xi:\VSI*\I»ERS St’I*PLTFJ> TO PoiJTKWI. PRISONERS IN TITI*. AnDAMANS. 

938. ®5=Mr. S. C. Mitra : Will Governmciit please state the names of 
the newspap(*r.s that are beijig supplicil to the political prisoners in the 
Andamans after the recent changes in the treatment of prisoners ? 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : The weekly editions of the Tiwes 
of Indio and the Slahsnnin and two Ih-ngali lupaM’s—1 am not sure how 
tlii'se B<*ngali names are pronouneed and I liope tlie Iloiiourable Member 
will forgivi* me if 1 do not pronouiue tbt*m eorreetly—The Sanjihoni and 
the Ihniffahosi, are siipjilied to tin* jirisoners. 

Interviews (iRAXTEn with IVu.ttk ai. Prisoners in the Andaman's. 

939. 't'Mr. S. C. Mitra : (e) How many interviews with the political 
prisoners in the Andamans liave so far been granted ’ 

(/>) Will Government ])lease stale what they mean by the term More 
frequent interviews will be granted ’’ as stated by the Honourable the 
TIome Member in reply to eertain question.s on the 2.3rd August last ? 

(c) At what iiitmwals will intervi*'ws be granted ? 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : (a) Two interview’s with the 
terrorist prisoners in the Andamans liave so far been granted. 
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(b) aud (c). Under the rules originall}'' framed the prisoners were 
allowed one interview in six months but they are now permitted one 
interview every three months. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Will the Uonourablc Member kindly say 
how far the griev'anees of those prisoners, who were on hunger-strike, have 
been removed by these revised rules ? 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : I think there is a question on 
that subject Jater on. 

Si:.vi>i.v(^ ou ok Uoaimt'xicatioxs by PbisOxejls .joining IIuxgeb^ 

Stiuki: IX TME Ueli.elak dATL, Axoamans. 

940. -Mr. S. C. Mitra : {a) Is it a fact that the ])risoners wdio joined 
tlit‘ last luniger-strikc in tin* Cfllular .Jail are not allowed to send or 
receive cominiinieations at jiresenl ; 

(b) ft so, why and how long will the restrictions continue f 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : la) and (/> '. The prisoners who 
went on Iningm’-strik(‘ wei-e as a pnnislinient tor this breach ni‘ disei[)line 
do])rivetI of certain privih^ges for a period of ;wo nionilis t !*oin llie eon- 
el nsioii of the strike. 

T(i IX THE AxOAMAXS to have MoXEV IX dAILOU’s 

( rsTMDY FOU PeKSOXAE UXFEXDlTrKE. 

941. *Mr. S. C. Mitra : it a fa('t that the Jail Code permits the 

I'rise.jiei's in Indian Jail- to liave niom \ in Jailor’s custody for personal ex- 
P'Ciiditui’e on certain occasions ? 

(/;) If so. ar( Ilie ])i-isoners in the Andamans allowed t(^ liave tin* same 
privilege ! Jt not, wliy not ! 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : (a) Xo Provincial Jail Code 
except that of llengal i)ermits th<‘ prisoners P* hav«* nnuiey in the 
Jailor’s eust(td\ for personal expend it iir»* on certain occasions. 

{/)) J’Jie ru!(‘ in the Andamans i- tin* same as that in all provinces in 
linlia exe< j)t Jiengal. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Does my snpjJemcntary question arise 
under thi^- (piestion ? 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : I think it comes a little later. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : M.-y I ask. Sir. why the (h.vernment have 
not followed the Bengal rules and have preferred to follow the rules of 
other provinces 1 

The Honourable Sir Harry Hai?r : Because Ctovernment see no reason 
to think that the Bengal rule is bettor than the rule in force in other pro¬ 
vinces. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : As the Bengal rules are made for the Bengalis 
and as most of the detonus are from that province, will not those rules be 
more applicable to them ? 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : Tn itself T do not think that the 
rule is a very desirable one. 

Mr. 8. 0. Mitra : Is it undesirable, Sir, to have the money deposited 
with the Jailor and to spend it on festive occasions, such as, the Pujahs or 
the Christmas, after the permission of the Jail authorities has been 
obtained ? 
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The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : It is not in accordance with my 
idea of the ordinary treatment of a prisoner that he should be allowed to 
have money for personal exi)enditui*e inside the jail. 

Mr. S. 0. Mitra : Was it the intention ol* the Oovernment, when 
they transferred the i)risoners from Henjral to the Andamans, to put them 
in a wors(‘ position than they were in Heniral ? Was it not ])rf)inised that 
tlie Heiijral eondilions will be aj)j)lied to tlieui as i'ar as jaissible ! Why 
those conditions have not h(*en apjdied ? 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : I have alr(‘ady said that the Chief 
Commissioner of the Andamans d(»es not think it a desirable I’uh and. in 
that mat1(*r, he has the sujiport uf* ail Local (lovernni.-nts ex(M*pt Tienpral. 

Mr. S. C. Mitra : Is it a definite f)])inion of* the Cr)verinnent of India 
that llie nilr- that is now pn-valent in Ilenfial is undesirable 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : ( erlainly it is not a rule that I 
should rceoimnend. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : 1 do not knoAv p^rstmally the conditions of 
the Andamans, but I sliiund Iik<* 1<» km>w whether the eoinlitioiis pr(‘vailing 
tli( le ai-'* such as to makr it iiidisptmsahle Tor these deiemis to ineiir some 
personal ex]>enses ? 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : T eannot see why they sliould be. 

Mi nt- o?' Durr to PR]S(»xmj-; ix Tin: Axdamaxs. 

942. ’^'Mr. S. C. Mitra : fct What is the menu of diet generally sup¬ 
plied to the “ r* ” and “ C ” elass prisoners in the Andamans ? 

ih) Are tli<\v ih(* same as sip^plied to sneh prisoners in Indian jails ? 

C') Wljat kind of rie<‘ is given to the prisoners in tlic Andamans ? 

(d) Ts it a faet that they are given Rangoon eoarst* riee ? 

The ilonourable Sir Harry Haig : (a) and (/;). T plaee on the table 
a iaiement siiowinir in paralh'1 eohimns tlie diet wliii-h tie* “ C' ** (dass pri¬ 
soners net in tlie Andamans and in Hennal. I am makip.n' tnujiiiries about 
the details rf the “ 11 ” elass diet and will lay a statement on ‘l-e table in due 
course. 

(r) and T> ” elass prisoners lyet a snperiiir finality of table riee 

wb'il “ C ” elass prisoners cret Rangoon milled riee. 


StatojirnI khmnvg thr diet irhirh iho “ O " (lafif* prisnvfts qei ih Ihr Audimnn^^ nvd Benpal- 


Rice 


Andamans. 

.. 14 oz. 

Bentrnl. 

.. 1 Ih. 8 07 . 

Attn.. 


. 10 oz. .. 

... 

Salt .. 


0 drachms 

.. 1 oz. 

Dal 


.. 4 oz. .. 

.. 5 oz. 

Vegetehles .. 


S oz. .. 

.. 8 oz. 

Oil .. 


.. 12 drachms 

.. 10 drachms. 

Condiments 


,, } oz. .. 

.. I oz. 

Fish 


6 oz. twice a week or 

3J oz. once 

Tamarind .. 


0 oz. dal in lieu 

.. } oz. .. 

0 oz. dal i 
a week. 

.. I oz. 

Gur. 

.. 

. 

4 oz. 


week or 
lieu twice 
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Hepresentations made by I)k. liiiuPAL 81N011 AND IMr. 8atisii Pakrashi, 
Prisoners in the Andamans. 

943. *Mr. S. C. Mitra : {a) Js it u fact that Dr. i^hupal Dose and 
Mr. JSatish PakrasJii, both prisoners in the Andamans, sent represent atiuii.s 
to the Government of India ? 

(?>} If so \vliat are the dates {riven on those reinvsentations ? 

(c'* AVlieii Avere they received by the Government of Tmlia i 

(d) Will Government jdease place those representations on the table 
of this House ? 

(<:) Jf not, will Government please state what are the main jmiiits 
referred to in those » 

(/) How nian\ paires did those representations contain V 

(fj) Was any (^tlier representation made to the Ghiof (’ominissioner, 
Andamans, or Sn])erinte]Kl<mt, t’ellular dail, hy the prisoners ! 

(h) If so, what action was taken on it ] 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : (a) to (/). These* two prisoners 
submitted a joint re]n*esentation addresst‘d to tlie Home i\leml)er on ^lay 
31 . 1933 . It was withlield by the Snperintend(‘iit of the dail under his 
ordinary powers. 

(ff) and (h). I have no information. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Are the poAvers of the Snp(*rintend(‘Tit 
with respect to that to be revised by any authority ? 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : No. 8ir. T think they are exactly 
the same as the ])OAV(*rs of the Superintendent in any Jail in India. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Am I to understand that whatever the 
Superintendent does in the jail is not subject to any r(‘A’ision ? 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : Jf any rcfmesentation is made 
Avhieh appears to be <les(*rving of notice, he Avill undoubtedly refer it 
to higher authority. In various cases, of course, tlie Superint.<*ndent 
has referred complaints to the Chief (-ommissioncr Avho is the final 
authority. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Is it also subject to the revision hy the 
Superintendent of the Committee of Visitors attached to tlie jail ! 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : I do not think th(‘re is such 
a Committee in the Andamans. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : Is it not desirable that all 1hes«* betters 
Avhich the Snp(*rintendent may Avant to sufipross may be s(‘nt eoiifidtm- 
tially to the liigher authorities so tliat they may be able to judge that 
the Sipierintendent has acted in a htmo jUlc manner. 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : Higher authorities no donht 
visit the jail from time to time and I do not think there is any proba¬ 
bility that serious and important complaints are not investigated. 

Mr. B. V. Jadhav : Is the Superintendent of the Jail the last 
authority in deciding whether a representation is proper or not t 
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The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : Well. Sir. we think it is im¬ 
portant in jail administration generally to uphold the authority of 
the Superintendent of the Jail. 

Mr. S. C. Mitra : Snpposin*:- iIm* Suf;eiinten(i'"ii1 in hi.s discre¬ 
tion liolds out <jny representation, is there any remedy for the prisoners 
to hriiiy it to tlie notice of the tJ(»veniinejit of India their grievances if 
they are very serious ? 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : 1 imagine they can j’e})re.s(‘Ti: it 
A\'}i(*n the Disfriet Magi.^lJ-ate visits the jail. 

Mr. S. C. Mitra : Will it not, iro against the dis(rii)]ine of the jail if 
the prisoners wen* 1<» make any complaint ajraiust the Siij)eriiiten<lent if 
lie lias already proiiihited tliein not to mak** any eoiiijdaints To the Dis¬ 
trict Officer ! 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : If they make complaints about 
fheii- treatment to any oiKieer who is visiting tiie jail officially, he is 
hound t(» look into tlieni. 

Mr. Lalcband Navalrai : Does the Sui^erintendeiit of the Jail 
aeeompany tin* Distriei Magistrate win*!! In* goes tlirruigh tlie eom- 
plaiiits ! 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : That is a general (lue.stion to 
wliieli, I am afraid, I eainiot give a specific answer. 

Sardar Sant Singh : Does the Hononrahk* Member know that if a 
prisoner is hold «*nongh to make a complaint to a non-official visitor 
or to the Distri(*l ^lagistratc*. he is imnislu‘d later on by the jail aiitho- 
i*i:u‘s ! 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : Xo, Sir, T do not know that. 

Sardar Sant Singh : Will the llonourahle Member make an impiiry 
If) fi!id out if this is the case ? 

The Honourable Sir Harr}' Haig . I am tiot ]>r(*pared to make any 
ijjipiiry on siieh a vague and, on the face of it. niilikely allegation. 

Mr. B. Das ; May 1 inciuire from iny llonourahle friend, Sardar 
Sant Singh, what was his experience Avhen he was in the jail .’ 

(Xo answer.) 

Dit. JiAiJixnuA Xatii TaoohkV Message to the Hunger-Striking 
pRisoxiois IN THE Andamans. 

914. S. C. Mitra : {a) Ts it a fact that Dr. Rabiiidra X"ath 
Tagore sent a ines.sage in June last reauesting the hunger-striking iirisoners 
in the relhdar Jail to giAc up the strike ^ 

{b) On what date was the message received by the Superintendent 
of the Jail ? 

(r) Was it shown to the prisoners concerned 1 If so, when and to 
liOAv many of them ? 

(</) Did the prisoners w'ant to meet together to consider the Poet’s 
me.ssage ? 

(r) If so, were they allowed to do so ? If not, w'hy not ? 
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The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : (ti), (&) and (c). On June 16, 
1933, the Cliief Commissioner reported that he had deli^’ered to the 
prisoners sneJi a telej?ram vdiieh he understood to have been sent by 
Dr. Kabindra Nath Tagore. 

(d) and (e). Special facilities were given to the prisoners to con¬ 
sider the telegram. 

Disposal ok Dead Bodip:s of certain Prisoners in the Andamans. 

945. ^Mr. S. C. Mitra : (a) How wore the dead bodies of the three 
prisoners—Sjs. IMahabir Singh, Mankrislma Namadas, and JMoliit Moiti’a— 
disposed of ? 

(/>) W'ere the bodies throvTi away in the waters of tlie Bay of 
Bengal ? 

(c) If so, why were not the bodies burnt according to Hindu riles ? 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : (a) The bodies of the three 
prisoners were cremated in accordance with proper Hindu rites at the 
public burning ghat in the settlement. 

(d) and (e). Do not arise. 

CliAXGKS IN THP: TREATMENT OF PRISONERS IN THE AnDAMANS. 

946. *Mr. S. C. Mitra : Are Government aware whether the prisoners 
in the Andamans are now satisfied with the recent changes in their ireat- 
ment ? 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : I have no definite information 
on the ])()int. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Will the Honourable Member please 
enquire and have tiie information ? 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : No, 8ir, because I do not tliink 
it is my })nsiness to satisfy the prisoners, hut only to satisfy myself 
that tlie terms are reasonable. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : How is the Honourable Mernlxu* jroing 

to })«• if tli(‘ Jloiiourabh* .MemlxT does not Uik-w what tl.e 

changes are ? 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : I do know what the eli;mg(‘s an*. 

Mr Lalchand Navalrai • 1 want to know if the rules have laen 
chan^'-r*(1 in consoiiance of tjje reasorialile demands of these hunger- 
strike rs ? 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : The changes have been made in 
aceordance with what I consider to be reasonable demands, but wdiether 
the ]»ris(mers would consider themselves satisfied, T canuot, say. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Will the Honourable Member please place 
a copy of the rules on the tablie of the House ? 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : When I receive a copy of the 
rules, I shall be happy to place it on the table. 
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Hunger-Strike by certain J’olitical Prisoners in the Andamans. 

947. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra : {a) Will Government please ])lac(i on the 
table two up-to-date statements showing : 

(?) the names of j)ris(‘ners detained under Regulation Iff of 1818, 
with dates of their arrest and t)eriods of their detention ; 

(ii) the nninber of oeeasioi»s the i)risonei*s irj rlie Celluiar flail 
resorted to hunger-strike, and the period in each ease I 

(b) Will Government please state if it is a fact that the denial of a 
right to bring their grievances to the notice of the Government of India 
is one of the main causes for the last hunger-strike in the Cellular Jail ? 

(c) If so, what were the reasons for depriving the prisoners of this 
right ? 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : (r/) (?) 1 lay a statement on 
the table. 

{ii) There have been two liunger-strikes. Tin* first octfurred in 
January, 11133 and lasted for about a week. The s<‘cond began on May. 
12 and ended on Jiiin*. 26. 

(h) One of the demands put forward by the prisoners was for 
facilities to p<*tition the Central and Provincial Governments. 

(c) In aeeorilance with the normal practice the prisoners have a 
right to make rejireseiitations to the Superintendent. If he considers 
that they raise any (piestion of importance he would forward them to 
the (diief Commissioner for orders. 


mrnt. 


Tlir iiifonnatioii ro^jiiirrd by tiu* Ilojiournhle Member i.s contaiiiofl in the .statement 
laid nil tlie tulde on tlie l‘Jth Sopteiiil»er, liJ.'li!, in reply to hi.s question No. Khi. Simo 
that Hlatenient was eonipiliMl, the State Prisoner. Subhas Uhandra Pose, lias been 
released and the State l*risom‘r, ,1. .M. Sen Gupta, ha.s died. The following have sinee 
boon d'‘taiMe<l as State Prisoners under Regulation III of ISIS, nanielv : 


1, Ilaiibir Singh 
1’ A’idya Hlmsan 
,'l. Klieali Ifani Gnpta 
•\ (Mianian I^al A/ad . . 

“» Hhag Rani 
d. \'. R \’ais!);!nij)ayan 


Dn1& of (irn fit. 
20th Xoveniber, 10.'52. 
Jst February. 103r5. 

Isf Febnmry, 103.3. 
■ith Aj.ril. P.133. 

duly, 103.3. 

I 2 lli .August. 


Tt.lAKsS OK T^RISOXERS IN THE AxUAArANS. 

948. '^Mr. S. C. Mitra : Will Government please place nu liie tabic 
a list showing tbe immcs of tlic pri.soners who are still'suffering from illness 
ill the fk'llular Jail, Avitli particulars of disease and present condition of 
health in each case ? 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : T am afraid T cannot undertake 
to furnish information of the kind required by the Honourable Mem¬ 
ber. The prisoners who went on hunger.-strike have a\\ recovered 
from its effects. 
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Intimation uf tiik II'eatiis of I'kisoxeus in the Andaaians to their, 

li EL ATI YES. 

949. *Mr. S. C. Mitra : ((/) Was official iiitiniatioii of the deaths 
of the Ihroo hiiii^or-stnkwg jirivoiiers in tho ('olluliir Jail <cfit to the 
rchiivoa of those jjrisoiiers ? 

(Ij) If so, oil 'vvliiit dales: and after how many days of the deal.Jis ? 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig: (n) and iln. Tin* ihree prison¬ 
ers died on ITlIi, 26tli and I'Sth May and the <T(»vernment f)f India asked the 
Local iTOverniiienls on the 2Sili, 2iMh and 31st to inform their rela¬ 
tives. The delay in tlie ease of IMahahir Singh was due partly to 
enquiries made by the (iovernmeiit of India for fnller particulars of 
the cause nf his death and jiartly to atnios})hcric disturi)ances in the 
Lay of Bengal whicl) interrnpred lelegraphi,* coniiminieatioiis for some 
days. 

Mr. S. C. Mitra : Are the (iov,‘rnment of India aware that the 
Local (foverimients did not inform the relatives till very late 1 know 
this personally from a relative. 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : I am afraid 1 have no informa¬ 
tion as to the precise dates on whicli the L(U'al Governments eoinmiini- 
cated with their rtdatives. 


Iij.NESs OF State Prisoners, ^Ianoranjan Gteta axi> Biifi'endra Ki'.mar 

Dett. 

950, '-‘Mr. S. C, Mitra : (ft) Is it a faet that State Prisoners, 
Messrs, Maiioranjan Gupta and Bhu]>endra Kumar Dntt have ]>een suifer- 
ing from aeiite diseas(*s for the la.st few months / 

(I)) If so, what arc the diseases they are suffering from and what 
arrangements have been made for their treatment ? 

(r) Has tlie attention of Government been drawn to a press me.ssag(‘ 
that appeared in the Amrita Bazar Pafrika of Calcutta on the 3rd dune, 1933, 
reporting the possibility^ of the transfer of the above-named State Prisoners 
to the Andamans ? 

(d) Is there any truth in the above report ? 

(e) If so, when and why will they be transferred to the Andamans ? 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : (a) and (h). The State Prisoners 
suffered from hydrocele in April last, and were operated upon in the 
Mayo Hospital, Lahore. They have been gaining in weight since the 
operations, and are at present in good health. 

(r) I have not seen the message. 

(d) and (e). There is no intention of transferring these State 
Prisoners to the Andamans. 


Nox-Oraxt of an Allowance to the Family of Stato Prisoner, 
Mr. Manoran.tan Gt7i*ta. 

951.*Mr. 8. C. Mitra: (a) Is it a fact that no allowance 
to the family of State Prisoner, Air. IMancranjan Gupta, has been granted 
by Government ? 
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(6) Are Government aware that Mr. Gupta was the main supporter 
of his family ? 

(c) If so, why no such allowance has been granted to his family as yet ? 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : (a) Yes. 

(h) No. He is unmarried and his relatives were not dej)eiident on 

him. 

(r) Hoes not ari.se. 

Mr. S. C. Mitra : Ts it the conclusion of the Government of India 
that unmarried })cople cannot have any dejjendents ? 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : Not necessarily so, but in this 
case th«^ information is that his relatives were not dependent upon 
him. 

Nox-Gkant of an Allowan(’e to the Family of State Prisoner, 
IMk. Aiu x Fiiandra Guha. 

95lV -"Mr. S. .0. Mitra : (a) Is it a fact that no allowance 
is grant<‘d to llie family of the State Prisoner. Mr. Arun (/haiidra Guha 

(b) Are (loveriiment aware that lie had an income as one of the 
proprietors of the Saraswati Press of Calcutta and he u.sed to maintain his 
family '/ 

(c) Will (iovernment j)Jease exjdaiii why this allowance Iuh not been 
granted ? 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : (a) Yes. 

(b) He had an income from the Saraswati I'rcss and Ijihrary in 
Calcutta, and I understand still has that income. 

(c) In view of the answer I have given to part (?>) this does not 
ari.se. 

Henoai.i State Prtsoneks conffned in the Rajahmundry Jail. 

953. -^Mr. S. 0. Mitra : (a) Will Government please state the 
names of tlie Peiigali Stat»' Pris(»ners mov confined in the Rajaliiniiudry 
Jail, Madras, witli dates of their transfer to that jail ? 

ih) What is the pi’esent' condition of health of those State Prisoners f 

(e) Is it a fact that the present condition of health of ^lessrs. 
Surendra Mohan Ohose and Benoyendra Choudliuiy, two State 

Prisoners in that jail, is serious ? 

(d) What are the disease.^ they are suffering from and what arrange¬ 
ments have been made for their treatment f 

(c) Has the present arrangement of treatment made any improve¬ 
ment in their health and what is the present condition of the health of 
those Hvo State Prisoners ? 

(/) Is it a fact that Mr. Benoyendra Boy Choudhury Las applied 
for permission to proceed to Europe for treatment t 

(g) Will permission be granted to him ? 

(h) If not, why not ? 

L295I.AD 
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(i) Is it also a fact that the sister of Mr. Roy (^houdhury applied for 
permission to nurse her brother in the jail ? 

(j) Has permission been granted V 

(/c) If not, why not 9 

(l) Is there any restriction on Mr. Roy Choudhury’s writing letters 
to his father or other inmates of his family 9 

(m) How many letters has he so far been allowed to write during his 
confinement in the above jail ? 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : {a) In addition to the State 
Prisoners mentioned in the Honourable Member’s question No. 255 on 
the ulst August last the State Prisoner, Pratul Chandra Bhattacliarjee, 
is also eontined in the Rajahiuundry Jail. 

(h) to {h). The State Prisoner, Pratul Chandra Bhattacliarjee, is 
keeping good healtii. As r<*gards the other three State Prisomu-s, I'would 
invite the attention of the Honourable Miunber to ray replies to his 
questions Nos. 25(), 259 ami 63?S on the 31st August and 5th September, 
respectively, to which I have nothing to add. 

(?') to (k). A request for the sister and another member of the 
family to visit and nurse the State Prisoner was made in September, 
1932 and jiermission to interview the State Prisoner on three days was 
accorded. Another similar re<juesi was received by the (lovernment of 
India in March, 1933, and passed on to the Local Government for dis¬ 
posal under the rules. 

(1) and (m). He is allowed under the rules to write three letters a 
week. 

Tuansfer of State Prisoner, IVIr. Rasik Lal Das, to some other Jah.. 

954. *Mr. S. C. Mitra : (a) In which jail is the Bengali State 
Prisoner. ^Ir. Rasik Lal Das, now confined '/ 

{])) Is there any other Bengali prisoner, or a Bengali officer, in that 
jail ? 

(c) Tf not, Avill Government plea.se state why has he been secluded 
from other Bengali prisoners 9 

(d) Is it also a fact that this secluded state of life has badly affected 
his health ? 

(c) Do Government propose to transfer him to some other jail where 
there are other Bengali prisoners ? 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig :(a) The Peshawar Central jail. 

(h) Another Bengali 8ta1e Prisoner is confined in the same jail. 

(c) to (r). Do not arise. But 1 may add for the Hoiiourabh* 
Member’s information that the periodical reports show that the State 
Prisoner is keeping good health. 

AcQtuTTAL OF Mr. Nikhil Ran.tan Guita Roy by the Calcutta Hiaii 

Court. 

955. *Mr. S. C. Mitra : (a) Has the attention of Government been 
flrtiwn to the fact that Mr. Nikhil Ranjan Guha Roy who was convicted 
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for six years in the Kandi Bomb Oase and is now confined in the Cellular 
Jail, Andamans, has been acquitted by the Calcutta High Court t 

{b) Will Government please refer to the interpellations on my ques¬ 
tion No. 523 of the 21st September, 1932, in course of which the Honour¬ 
able the Home Member replied as follows : 

It was on account of a breach of a definiti* condition that these two persons 
(Mr. Narendramolion Ghose Ohoudhury and Afr. Nikhil Kanjaii Guha Tloy) . 
were sent l)ack to complete their sentence. This is the condition—He 
shall take no part directly or indirectly in any thing that is an offence 
under the Arms Act or the Explosive Substances Act,” 

and explain the reasons for hi.s confinement in jail in view of his acquittal 
from an offence under the Explosive Substances Act ? 

(c) Will Mr. Guha Hoy be released now ? 

{d) If not, why not ? 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : T am making enquiries from the 
Government of llengal and will lay a statement on the table in due 
course. 


Detenus detainuo in the Deoli DirrENTiON Camp. 

956. *Mr. S. C. Mitra : {a) Will Government please state the 
number of detenus now detained in the Deoli Detention Camp ’ 

{h) IJow many detention camps are there at present ? 

(r; iJ(»w many detenus can be accommodated in each camp ? 

(d) Is it a fact that recently some fresh batches of detenus have been 
sent to Deoli Detention Camp from Bengal ? 

it) If so, how many detenus have been sent to Deoli from Bengal 
in June, Julj' and August, respectively ? 

f,/) Is it not a fact that Sir James Crerar assured this House that 
lIu Goveniinent of India would make careful scrutiny of each ease of 
transfer of the detenus outside Bengal ? 

iq) Was careful scrutiny made by the Government of India in recent 
cases of transfer ? 

(//) If so, what are the special reasons for transferring so many 
detenus within a short period ? 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : {a) 217. 

{h) and (r). Besides the Deoli Detention Jail, which has accom¬ 
modation for 500 detenus, there are tliree camps for detenus in Bengal. 
I have no t‘xact figures (>f the acecmimodatiou available. 

(d) and (r). No detenus wore transferred to Deoli in June or 
August. 97 were transferr(*d in July. 

if) to (/»). I have seen what was said by Sir James Crerar on 
January 19tb, 1931, when the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment (Su])ple- 
mentary) Bill first came under discussion. He contemplated at that 
time that there were likely to be only a few cases, and he appears to have 
contemplated that each case would be examined by the Government of 
India. More than a year passed before the Bill came up in this Plouse 
L295LAD b2 
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again, and at that time on February 3rd, 1932, Sir Janies Crerar explained 
that the position had deteriorated very greatly during the intervening 
year. In c*onse(iuence of that deterioralion it was elear that much 
larger iiiinibers Avere going to be sent to Deoli than had been t>riginally 
contemplated and I eaiiiiot tind that thronglnMit the very hnigthy debates 
of 1932 any further refei’tMiee Avas iuad(' to the point raised by the 
Honourable ^leinber. The (ilov(>rniuent of Imlia do not <*xaniine each 
indmdual case, but tliere is a dear miderstandi»ig on policy betAveen the 
Government of India and the Government of IJeiigal that oFily those 
detenus who eome Avitliin tlie category Avhieli Sir djinu's Grerar had in 
mind sliould be sent to Deoli. 

Permission to a l)r:TKNr in tiii: Deolt Detentiont Camp to perform the 

Sl.’AOlI ClCIiEMONY OF Ills FATlIiai. 

957. "Mr. S. C. Mitra : G/) Is it a fact that the father of Mr. Sarat 
Chandra Dutt, a detenu in the Deoli Detention Camp, has reeeritly died ? 

(6) Is it also a fact that Mr. Dutt, being the eldest son, a[)plied fv)r 
let-ve* to perform tlie Sradli e(‘reniony of liis father ? 

(c) If so, was any leaA^e granted to him F(n* the f)nrpose ? 

(d) If not, Avhy not ? 

The Honourable Sir Harr>^ Haig: ‘ o > 

(f)), (r) rml (tJ). An a]>plieati(»n wa.s r»‘eei vcd on behalf of the 
detenu Init Government Asare not abb* to gra!>t him h'av<* to visit his 
home for the purpose. I understand that ])ermission wav given to him 
to ])erforni th(‘ ceremony in the Deoli Detention Jail. 

pROAlOTTON OF StOHEAIEN IN THE INDIAN ArMY OrDNANCE CoRI*S. 

OoS. *Nawab Major Malik Talib Mehdi Khan (on behalf of Khan 
Sahib Shaikh Fazal ITaq Pira<*ha) : Will Government idcaise stat(‘ if it is 
» fact that : 

(d) at the inception f>r the Indianisatiori selieine of ‘ Storemen and 
StcT-ekeepej-s ’ in tlje Indian Army Ordnance 
Coi’ps. storemen avI-o uero graduates Avere promised in their 
appointnieni letters i.ssued to theTu by the Direetor of 
Ordnanee S{*rvice.s (^I. G. O.’s Draueh, Army Ileadcpiarters) 

• (piieker ’ promotion to tin* grade of Assistant Storek(‘epers 
and eventualIV lf> the grade of Storekeepers : 100- -120l6l 

150—1 0 ; 

t/') storemen Avho Avere graduates Avon* exempted and those* aa'Iio 
Avere not graduates \v(»rc not exempted from un(lerg<‘itig : 

(/) a oourse of instructions at the Indian Army Ordnance Corps 
School of Instruction, Kirkee, or the efficiency bar 
examination in lieu thereof ; 

(/?) a competitive examination ; 

(r) I hose storemen Avho Avere not graduates were required to reach 
the minimum monthly salary of Rs. 80 before they could be 
eligible for the said competitive examination, as conditions 
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essential for their promotion to the grade of Assistant Store¬ 
keepers ; 

id) all the conditionis mentioned at (&) (i) and (m) and (c) above 
have now been waived by the Director of Equipment and 
Ordnance Stores in respect of non-graduates, and even a 
matriculate storeman, thus bringing them at par wdth the 
graduates in respect of promotion ? 

Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham : (a) In the letter to candidates selected 
for a])])oirifTnent as j>ro])ationary Storemen, no promise was made but it 
was stated that graduates would have tlie j)ros})ect of rising to tlie grades 
of Assistant. »Storekce])(*r and Storckee])er more (piickly than others. 

(h) The original ordtTs did not contain any i)n>vision to the effect 
that graduates would have to pass an cxainination before being con¬ 
sidered for ])roniotion. Xon-graduate.s had to pass both an efficiency 
bar examination and a coni]>etitive examination. In no case, however, 
could a man be j)roiiiot(‘d unless be was reeommended by his Command¬ 
ing Offieer. 

( r) Yes. 

(d) Cndor the orders of (lovernment, no ])erson can now be con¬ 
sidered for promotion unh^ss he has passed a Trade test and also the 
efficiency bar examination for storemen, or the storeman eourse at "^he 
School of Instruction. ll is open to a Commanding Officer to recom¬ 
mend for firomotion any fun-son who has passed tho.so tests whatever Lis 
edueational qualifications may be. 

lbif)MOTIOX OF StOREMFX IX TTTK IXDTAX ArMY OrOXAXCE CoRPS. 

959. *Nawab Major Malik Talib Mehdi Khan (on behalf of Khan 
Sahib Shaikh Fa/al Tlfuf Piraeba') : Will Government please state 

wliefher it is a faet that (i) honeoforth only sueh storemen will be admitted 
to tlie con)f»etitive examination of the Indian Army Ordnanee Corps as 
would be reeomrnended by their immediate officers, and (n) this condition 
did not fircviously apply to the graduates ? 

(h) Will Government please state whether it is a faet that for the 
pur])ose of promotion to the grade of Assistant Storekeeper no regard will 
be paid to a storeman's seniority on the nominal roll, and a junior-most 
storeman can bo allowed to supersede the most senior storeman ? 

(r) Are Government aware that the changes in the prospects of service 
referred to previously are in violation of the promise given to the graduate 
storemen in their appointment letters, and are consequently greatly resented 
by them ? 

(d) Will Government please state the reasons for effecting these 
changes ? 

Mr. G. R. P. Tottenham : (ul The competitive examination has 
been abolislied. No person can be recommended for promotion unless he 
has the qualifications mentioned in my reply to the preceding question. 

(b) Promotion is made by selection, due regard being paid to 
oeniority. . , 
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(c) and (d). Experience showed that if the substitution of Indians 
for British other ranks was to be effected without undue loss of efficiency, 
the original scheme of promotion to the higher grades required modifi¬ 
cation. No promise was ever made to graduates that they would be 
preferred to more suitable men with other qualifications ; and they can 
have no real grievance at the removal of conditions which, without having 
any bearing on a man’s fitness for storekeeping work, delayed the pro¬ 
motion of non-graduates. 

Storemen op the Indian Army Ordnance Corps. 

960. ^Nawab Major Malik Talib Mehdi Khan (on behalf of Khan 
Sahib Shaikh Fazal Haq Piracha) : Will Gov(*rnmont please lay on the 
table a statement showing the number of graduates, undergraduates, 
matriculates, and non-matriculates at present in the cadre of storemen 
of the Indian Army Ordnance Corps and the number of Hindus. Muham¬ 
madans and Sikhs, respectively V 

Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham : A statement is laid on the table. 


Siatement showing the Classification of storenun employed in the Indwn Army Ordnance 




Corps. 



Graduates. Under 

Gra(iuates. 

M a t ri* N oii-Ma tri- 

culat<\s. (Milutos. 

Hilirliis 

37 


79 

Muhammadans 

10 

o 

28 1 

Sikhs 

Other communities 

8 

4 

3r) 1 

10 

Total 

(51 

I a 

158 2 

Indianisation 

IN THE 

Indian Army 

Ordnance Corps. 


961. *Nawab Major Malik Talib Mehdi Khan (on behalf of Khan 
Sahib Shaikh Pfizal Haq Piracha) : Will Government please state in how 
many years in pursuance of the policy of Indianisation is it proposed to 
completely replace the warrant and non-commissioned ranks of the Indian 
Army Ordnance Corps ? 

Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham : The scheme of Indianisation now in 
operation contemplates the replacement of 25 per cent, of British other 
ranks by civilians, in about 16 years. In addition to this replacement, 
a beginning has been made with the* experiment ¥)f substituting Indian' 
Non-Commissioned Officers for British up to the extent of 8-1 j3 per cent. ; 
if this experiment is successful, a further measure of substitution will 
be tried. 

Promotion op Storemen in the Indian Army Ordnance Corps. 

962. *Nawab Major MaJik Talib Mehdi Khan (on behalf of Khan 
Sahib Shaikh Fazal Ilaq Piracha) : Will Government please lay on the 
table a summary of the proposals received by the Director of Ordnance Store 
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from the Indian Army Ordnance Corps establishments from tiine to time 
on the subject of the method and conditions for promotion of storemen 
to the grrade of the Assistant Storekeeper, and the decisions arrived at and 
communicated to them by the Director of Ordnance Stores from time to 
time on such proposals ? 

Mr. G. R. P. Tottenham : No, Sir. Government are not prepared 
to lay such correspondence on the table. 

SaijArids of East iNDiANr Railway EMPijoyEF.s on the Transfer op that 
Raitav \y from Company-Management. 

963. *Mr. E. H. M. Bower : (a) Will Government please state 
wljelluT tlie substantive salaries of the East Indian Railway Company’s 
employees who were laken over by the State in 1925 are taken as the 
piiidini? IVictors in fixinjr Ibeir initial salary on transfer from one depaid- 
inent to anolber save in easos of iiiefficieney, misconduct, abolition of the 
post or freneral retnmehment ? 

(lA Will Oovornrnent jdease stale whether the principles enunciated 
in Fundamental Kiil(*s 15 and 22 are oblipratory in so far as the East Indian 
J^iihvay employees arc concerned ? 

(v) Will Oovernment j)lease state whether a State Railway employee’s 
salary (*an be redue<‘(l without a eharjrc beirifr framed against him and the 
emidoye(‘ lieing given an opportunity to defend himself except in anticipa¬ 
tion of the abolition of a post or due to retrenebment ? 

(<l) Will Govornmeut please state the remedy that is open to a State 
Railway siTvant whose salary has been fixed on transfer to another 
department contrary to Fundamental Rules 15 and 22 ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : (a) Yes. 

ih) The Ph'ist Indian Railway employees, who were appointed before 
the transfer of the management from the Company, remain under the 
rub‘s that were ap]dicable to them before ; the Fundamental Rules 
quoted do not atq>Iy to them. 

(r) T am sure no disci]>]inary aetion is taken against an employee 
without his being asked for an ex]>Ianatioii and given an opportunity to 
defend himself. 

i<l^ WluMi fb<» salary fixed on transfer is eotitrary to Fundamental 
Rules, it would probably eon»e to the notiee of the Accounts Department, 
but in any case the railway servant eoneerned can bring the matter to 
the notiee of liigber authority. 

WiTMirOMMNG OF AvTF.AT.S AODRESSFn TO THE RAILWAY BOARD. 

964. *Mr. E. H. M. Bower : (a) Will Government please state 
whether ai)pvals addressed to the Railway Board can bo withhold by 
ITeads of departments without advising the appellant of the reasons for the 
withholding of such appeals ? 

(?-)) Will Government please state wdiat avenue is open to the 
aggrieved subordinate to submit his grievance if such appeals are with¬ 
held r 
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Mr. P. R. Rau : (a) No appeal can be withheld without the 
appellant being informed of the fact and of the reasons for it. 

(h) Does not arise. 

Article in the Bombay Chronicle under the Heading “ Great Indian 
Peninsula Railway and Workers 

965. -Mr. S. G. Jog : {a) Has the attention of Government been 
drawn lo a communication wliich api)eared in the Bombay Chronicle^ 
dated Tuesday, July 11, 1933, under the heading “ Great Indian Peninsula 
Railway and workers ? 

(6) Will Government please state what action has been taken in the 
matter I If no action has been taken in the matter, why not 1 

Mr. P. R. Rau : (a) Yes. by the courtesy of my Honourable 
friend. 

(b \ 1 am sending a copy of the (piestion and the re])ly thereto to 
the Agent, Great Indian Penin.sula Railway, for such action as he may 
consider necessary. 


MESSAGE FROM THE COrNGIL OF STATE. 

Secretary of the Assembly : Sir, the following M<*ssage has been 
received from tbe Council of State : 

I Jini diroctod to iiif(»rni vou that tin* Poiinril of Stato has, at its imndiiiy lioid 
on the l-tth fteptonibor, laiSIl, agreed without any aruendinents to the Rill f«irther to 
amend the (h)tton H’extih* Industry (Proteetion) Act, iJhSfJ, wfiirh was ]tas.sed by the 
Legislative Assembly at its meeting held on the Oth September, 1931^.” 


>STATEMEXT LAID ON THE TARLE. 

Tbe Honourable Sir George Schuster (Finaiicc Member • : Sir, I 
lay on the table the iiiformatitni promised in r(*])ly to starred (piestion 
No. 672 ask(*d by Sardai* Sant Singh on the 6th S(‘pteinb(*r, 1933. 


ExAMINATIO.N' FOK RFiCRriTMENT OF At’DITORS in the StuiORDINATB 
liAriAVAY Audit Service and Clerks in the Oppicifis of tub Chief 
At^dttors and State Ratiavays. 

*672. (a), (h), (c) and (d). Yea. 

(c) The two ele.rka who were !>rought under reduction were the most junior of 
those holding offieiating ay)pointments. The orders of the (xovernment of India re¬ 
garding retrenchn)cnt aecording to length of service have reference to Government 
gervants holding permanent posts and therefore do not apply to the cases in (|nostion. 
The circular issm-d by the Railway Hoard regarding the re-einployment of ndrenched 
personnel does not apply to the Railway Audit T)epartment. Retrenched personnel of 
tliat Department would ordinarily bo considered in connection with vacancies in the 
offices from which they have been retrenched ; but tbe outsider to whom the Honourable 
Member refers was given an appointment on the Rohilkund and Kumaon Railway 
where there had been no retrenchment. 

(f) As the Director of Railway Audit has already issued instructions that 
retrenched men should be considered for re-employment wherever possible, Govcmniont 
do not consider it necessary to take any fnrtbeT action in the matter. 



STATEMENT OP BUSINESS. 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore (Leader of the House) : With 
your j)erinissi()ii, Sir, I desire to make a statement as to the prob^le 
course of (fovernmeiit linsiness for the remainder of the Session. Our 
business for the current Session cannot b(‘ completed by tomorrow, and, 
as indicated in my last statement, 1 now rciiuest you, Sir, to direct 
that the Ass(*inbly shall sit for (rovcrnmcnt business on Monday, the 
18th and Wednesday, the 2()th and, thereafter, if necessary, from day 
to day until the prof?ramme which T am ^oiny’’ to announce is concluded. 
1 may say that T antieijiate that we shall finish our busine.ss on Wednes¬ 
day at the latest. 

On Monday, tin* 18th, leave will be asked to introduce a Bill to 
^ive elVect in British I?idia to tin* (‘onvention concerning'’ the jirotection 
a{j:ains1 aeeidents of workers t*mployed in buidino and nnloadinji ships. 

1 may add. Sir, that no further inoti'sn in n‘;rard to tliis Bill will be 
made diiri!i<r tin* eurrent Session. Snbje<*t to our reeeivinpr the 
Tieeessary messages fi'oni the otlier Chamber, my TIononrable colleapriie 
will make motions on Monday for tbe eleetion of Members of this 
House to the doint Committees on the Hes(‘rve Bank of Ind;:* Bill and 
the lm])erial Bafd< of India (Ainendment ) Bill. 

The other items of business which will he bronffht forward are as 
follows : 

1. Consideration of any business entered in tbe list of business 
for Saturday, tbe Ibtb an<l not eomduded oti that day. in the order 
in whi(‘h it ajipi'ars on the Agenda. 

2. A H(*solution eoneei’ninir tin* a«jre for admission (d‘ children to 
non-indnstrial (*in]>loyment adopted by the Tnternational Labour Con- 
ferenee. 

vl. A Resolution rejyardiufr the amendment of the Indian Legislative 
Rules in eonneetion with the eonstitiition of the rommittee on Public 
AeeonTits, and 

4. ri>nsideration of the Report of the Public Accounts rom¬ 
mittee for 


THE TXDLW TEA OOXTROL BTT.L. 

Mr. O. S. Bajpai (Secretary, Department of Education, Health and 
Lands) : Sir. T bep to move : 

“ That till* Bill to provide for the control of the export of tea from India and 
for the eontrol of tlie extension of the cultivation of tea in British India, be taken into 
con«i/l(’ration. ’ ’ 

It will be within tbe recollection of Honourable Members. Sir. that 
on the last day of the Delhi Se.s.siou the Honourable the Loader of the 
House announced that the Government of India had deluded to support 
the aprreement which the representatives of the tea industry of Ihe 
three principal producing countries, viz., Ceylon, the Dutch Eak Indies 
and India, had reached early in the year to regulate exporta of tea and 
in certain ways to restrict the production of tea. Government, Sir. 
had reaehed this conclusion because they were satisfied that the 
catastrophic fall in price.s which had taken place in recent years,— 

( 1613 ) 
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may mention lor the information of the House that prices had fallen 
from an average of 9 annas a pound in 1980 to 4 annas a pound in 
1932,—that, this eatastrophie fall in prices threatened the smaller 
concerns, especially the Indian concerns and that some measures to 
establish equilibrium between supply and demand were absolutely 
necessary. The ajrreement, Sir. falls into two parts. First, the regu¬ 
lation of ex]>orts. The idea is that during the five years for which the 
agreement is to be operatiAc there shall be aii exj)ort (plota fixed for 
on eh year at a percentage of the highest export figure during any of 
the th.ree years 1929, 1930 and 1931. This (piota is to ])e then distri¬ 
buted aTuoiigsf tlH‘ estates in India by a eommitte(‘ Avbieh is to be 
representative of all the lea inten^sts in the eouutry. The s(‘eond part 
of the agreement. Sir, relates to the restriction of cultivation. The. 
inleruatioual agreement ]wovides that tlu*n‘ shall he rut extension of 
cuUiA'atiou. that is io say. no new virgin land brought uiuler t(‘a, (‘xeopt 
171 the ease of those estates whose eeonomic* existoTiee would be otber- 
Avise imperilled ; and. full her, that for tlie whole of India the exPmsion 
so 7 icrmitted sliall lx* limited to half per cent, ot' the area aetually 
imder tea on the 31st Mareh, 1933. The Bill Avhieli is tiow before tlie 
House has been drafted by flovernment in ordf‘r In implement this 
agreement. Onvernmeut liave tried t«' observe three principles. The 
first is that the industry as tin* oriirinator of the agr<‘enM‘nt shall T>ro- 
A’ide tlie machinery for its administration, snli.ject. of course, to the 
control of the novornment of India. ;nid tliat it shall also proA’ido the 
funds for running the administration. If Honourable Members will 
look at clause 3 of the Bill they aviM find that we praqiose to set up a 
committee whieh will be responsible both for tin* issin* of licenses for 
the purpose of export and for iM*gnlathig applietitions for fin* exten¬ 
sion of enltiA^ation. The roinmittee will also havf* power to raise 
funds in order to defray the exp<*ns«‘s <*r administering agreements. 
Then they are being giA’en powers ff)r keepi»n.» ae(*onnts. appointing 
ofTieers and generally to eariw fnit fnnetions incidental to the imple¬ 
menting of the agreemcfjt. Tlie seeornl nrineipb*. Sir, wliieh Oovern- 
moTit liaA'o kept in A’iew is that it .shall })«• worked erpiitably to all the 
interests coiieerned, be they large interests or small int(*rosts. be they 
Indian interests or European interests ; and for that purpose riononi’- 
able Members Avill find from elan.se 3 that .special steps haA^e been taken 
to gi\"e representation to Indian producing interests ; further, that the 
Governor General in Council is to liaAT general powers of supervision 
and control oA^cr the actions of the committee ; that as rc^gards the 
planting of tea areas the Local Governments are to be investc'd Avith 
similar poAA^ers ; and, finally, that the Governor General in Council 
has also the poAver. if necessary, to bring the committee to an end, that 
is to say, if it does not behaA’e properly, whieh Ave hope Avill not be the 
rase. The third principle Avhic.h the Government have kept in view is 
that although the agreement shall be observed by India in the letter 
and in the spirit, the operation of the agreement shall not press more 
hardly upon India than it docs upon the other countries : and in this 
connection I Avould like to invite the attention of Honourable Members 
to the proviso to clause 26 which provides that so far as restrictions 
on cultivation are concerned they would have retrospective effect only 
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if the other countries which are parties to the agreement give it «uch 
effect. 

I do not think it is necessary for me to go into the details of each 
clause. The Bili lias been drafted on a very simple and logical plan : 
Chapter I deals with the machinery ; Chapter 11 deals with the regula¬ 
tion exports ; Chapter III with the extension of cultiva¬ 

tions and Chapter IV with such penalties as may be neces¬ 
sary for non-observanee of the Act. Tliere are two facts, 

liowever, which I think I should like to mention for the 

information of the House before I conclude. The Bill as first 

drafted by us was eircnlated to Ijocal Covernments in order to elicit 
their views and tlie views of those representatives of the industry ; and 
the form in which the Bill has been plaeed before the House generally 
eonunands the fiirr*M*meiit of all the interests concerned. The seeond 
point 1 would like to mention for the inforniatirni of Honourable 
Mtmihers is that although constitutionally it is not possible for us to 
legislate for India as a wlu»k\ yet the Indian States ))riiuarily eoneerned, 
namely, Travancore, Cochin and Mysore, have agnusl to observe and 
give (dfect to the agreement during its operation. There is nothing 
more fm* me to say. Yesterday 1 had hoped that 1 would be able to 
inv(d\e tile hour at wbieb the discussion was lik'-iy 1(» eoinincnee as an 
argnm(‘nt for aeeordirig to this Bill a measure of acquiescent amiability. 

I refer. Sir, to llie t<‘a hour. That is iio longer ]»ossible. But 1 s^ill 
h(»pe liial tin* iinpression. iin](‘e(l impelling weight of support which T 
bav(‘ en(le.'iv(»ur(*<l to deseriln* will seenre for it prompt and unaiiiuious 
support. Sir, I move*. 

Mr. President ^Tlie lloruuirahle Sir Shanmukham Chettyi : Motion 
moved : 

“ That til** Hill to ]^rovi«U* for tho <*ontTol of the export of tea from Tii<lin end 
for the Knitrol of the e\teii.Mi(tii of the rultivation of tea in British India, be taken into 
eoiiHid-Tation. ’' 

Mr. S. C. Mitra (Cliittagoiig and Ra.isliahi Divisions : Xon- 
Miihammadan Rural) : Sir, T move : 

“ That tlie Bill be referred to .a .^eleit roiamittee consisting of Mr. G. S. Bajpai, 
Mr. Abdul Matin Chandlniry, Air. T. B. Phookun, >rr. T. X. Kaniakrishn;.' !?• ddi. 
Mr. K. P. Thain]»an, Mr, (iayn Prasad Hingh, Mr. F. E. James, Dr. Franris Xavier 
Div^oir/a. Mr. Muhammad Anwar iil-Azim and the Mover, and that the number of 
members whose preseiiee shall be necessary to eoiistitnte a meeting of the Committee 
shall be five, ’ ’ 

The purpose of my motion is not to delay this very beneficial 

measure even for a day. T agree with the Honourable the Mover of 

this Bill that it is necessary for the very existence of the tea industry, 
both liere in India and outside. Oovernmeut is really helping the tea 
gr(>w(*rs by enaefing this legislation. T also accept the general principle 
of this Bill ; hut I have reeeivetl several eomniunieations from tea 
growers from my con.stitueney and from outside who place before the 
Oovemmont the special intere.st of the tea planters who have begun 
to start tea gardens from the year 1925 and 1926. who had not the 
occasion to have a full crop of tea, during these years—the t.vpical 

years of 1929, 19.^0, and 1991, that will be considered as the standard 

years for the average production of tea gardens on the basis of which 
this quota will be fixed. T think it may not be necessary for me even 
to press my motion for referring the matter to the Select Committee 
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if the Government or the other tea mteresLs are agreeable to consider 
favourably the view pointof these small tea growers in different 
parts of India, by incorporating in the Hill some of the suggestions 
that have been nunie. Or il may even be provided afterwards, if the 
assurance is given, in the rule-making power j)roviding for those 
suggestions in tiu‘ rules themselves. 1 got tliis letter from the Secre¬ 
tary, Tippera Planters’ Association. It runs thus : 

“ 'flit' Indian gardens whieh niy Assocdatioii rejireseiits are mainly in.-w and iin- 
develo]»rd gardens with eoniparntivelv small output. There .'ire a tew which, although 
older iu age could not for various diiticulties before develo)) proj>erly, aud ])r(aluce 

crops in pro])ortion to their planted acreage. There .an* some gardens uhi<'h began 
just before the dejUTssiciii set in. and have been struggling against tremeuthuis odds all 
these tinx'S. In order to safeguard tin* interests of these ganleiis, uiy Assoeintioii 
submils the following suggestions : 

(1 ) Tlios(' ganli jis which eniild not be developed y>roperIv and show an iu- 
adecpiate (uitput (»f erof) in proportion to their plaiitt*d acreage even in 
their hitherto best, year of jirodiiction should la* allowed a minimum output 
on their entire ydantation.s at least at the rate of yield per aerr* allowed 
for young j)laiitatious of with further allowances f<ir <'r(»ps in res}M*ct 

of re plantations and replacement.s made since 102P at the rate given in 
eirciilar *1. 

(2) Those gardens whieh would be imperilled without fnrtln'r extensions should 
be allowed to extend according to their needs after a thorough iixjuiry in 
each cjise. 

(H i In the ]»ro]»osed Licensing Board there apyiears to be no room for repre- 
seiit.'ition of gardens whi(di do not belong to any .Association and 
]iarti('ularly tin* Tripura Stati* gardens which nninber about oO. In our 
opinion these gardens should have projn'r representation in tin* ])roposed 
Licensing Board. The Tripura Stati* area should In* regarded as n unit 
]»y itself for pnrpo.'ies of such representation and my .Association begs to 
tlaim one r<*presenlation ^‘or itself.” 

They flirt tier stJite : 

‘* Those garden*: whieh have not yet produced l,r)00 maunds of tea or at least 5 
niaunds of tea jier a('re, as has been allowed even for the young areas of 1!)2S, shoulu 
be allowed their actual outtur?i of crop u|i to the limit of 1,500 maunds of mamifaetured 
tea or .at the rate* of 5 ni;iunds p(*r acre of the pl;ujt<*d ;irt*a both in respect of the 
expon (Miot.’is .and ijiteriial consumption instead of 10 per cent, allowances p'*r)pos(*iI to 
be a^l(»v.ed to gardens producing 1,000 maunds or yielding 4 m.auiids per acre, in the 
proposed t(*a restriction sch(*m(*—otlierwise such sm.all and undeveloped garden.s will bo 
seriously affected. The proposals msule herein will not .afl’(*ct the restriction scheme to 
am !!pi»n*ciable extent.” 

T hnve rooeivofl similar lottors from Tndiun lea planters of CMiitta- 
grong and a few from Jalpaiguri also. I had a long discussion with my 
friend, Mr. Phookun of Assam and also with my Honourable friend, 
Mr. Abdnl Matin rhandhnri, who really represent the larger Indian 
tea interests in the whole of India. They also agree with the view 
that T have already quoted and T shall presently read a statement 
whieh has been sent to me by Mr. P. C. Borooch of Sibsaugor a state¬ 
ment of Mr. J. H. Challiba where in a very clear and snecinct state¬ 
ment he has pnt the ease of the smaller tea garden Indian owners. 
With your permission. Sir, T should like to read from that statement. 

Though the restriction scheme for exports of tea holds out hopes to save the 
12 Noon industry from ruin, T am afraid the new gardens started after 
the last tea boom of 1923124 are hardly getting an equitable 
treatment in the calculation of the crop basis, and consequently the export quota.” 
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“ J hUuII show below how the principle adopted for culculating crop basis of young 
gardens liits them hard. 

1. (iardeiiH started after 19U5-20 never ha<l had the chance to make full .Top at 
any time ihiriiig the years taken as base years, for the simple reason tliat the te;i bubiies 
Were iar too young to be full yielding, so the ciop basis calculated accortling to the 
forjiiula adopted wjll be too low and remain low even when the bushes ar»* in a full 
yjchling cajiaeity than the cro]) basis of a garden .similarly placed but started earlier. 

L. Jn limiting the crop ba.sis for \oung tea uniformly for all dislriets for ilie next 
live Ihr assnmplion is that the average jnodiietion for alt distrii-ts. viiether 

Darjeeliiig, t'aehar or I’lijier Assam is the same, whieli is never the ease. Uislilets with 
hejivier erops jier acre generally cannot pay their way with a low oiitj)Ut, >o 'ji rderis 
siliiateil ill locations where the average jH<»dueiion per aere is ten maiinds an ..vre will 
be haii'ly al)l«- to make a. ]ir(dit with maximum of live maiimls an acre. 

.■{. Tiiese new gardens were planted out at a niueh heavier cost per aero tliau the 
ganleiis long <*.stablished, as labour and materials were dearer, and some had to pay as 
mm-h as Ivs. 10 jn-: acre bi (Jovcrniiienl for land alone as jiremium. This is aggravated 
by the foi-t, that having invr.'ste*! ;ill the money they had to start the gar<leMi, when 
an iinoiiic w.'i'- cxpci'led the tea and general trade depres-ion set in, and they sulfeivd 
hea\\ less, and iiiaii\ ran inlo <h‘bt. (iardtms long ('stablishiai got land cheap and on 
easy t( mires and opening exptms- s were* mneh low<‘r ami a comparatively small eapital 
wi'iil a iniig wa\. Tlic\ mad*- proiils for .iii'i many liad time to build big iv'.serves. 

Witii ^e.'deii.s mi<ler lluropeaii Managing .agents t!ie\ had cheap nicney, eci n If they 
h.id to boiricA. All gaialens who h:i\e got l** dep< nd f'e»r .all their crop on tii- ic e.vteii- 
sioie: al'.'i IHL'o shouhl lie allowed to m.akc ica .at le.ast n]»lo the nistrlct ;<.. ragi of 
prodi.ct i(,a, and not limit tin* eroji basis to a maxiotiiiii of oiii\ ‘iihi lbs. jier .aiTi wl.ieh 
is li.iro'!’, fair, I'liles.'; this is done th<*se new g.ardtiis will get very little r»'al bei'.eht 
from the ^lovernmeiit guaranteeing the restriction of exjiorts. Thesi' gardens wiii not 
only have to cover their e.vpenses but will have to find funds to li<|nidate the delays 
ineiirretl during the recent years <lne to losses sustained. They will also tiave io be 
piepar-d for the ne.xt slump wliieh will very likely eome olT if the re.strietion of exports 
ib not continued after the present term of live years is over. 

The fidlowing suggestions are pm f«»r\vard for ealenlating the crop Imsis for now’ 
gardeJih started after in order tliat they mav have a fair ehanee for existence. 

I. Take the best crop iluring 1929, IJKIO, IPol and 

L*. -Make an allowanci' of 400 lbs. for 1J*L*S plaiitings, .’?i)0 lbs. for IhilP plantings 
and -dd lbs. for ll'IU) ]dantings f<»r Id.'lSj.'U. 

.1. Increase these allowanees by Idti lbs. per acre, every year u]) to a maximum of 
the i;i*triet average of jirodm iidu during the operation of the restriction m heme. 

4. Then fix the export vjiiota at the jierceiitage to be decided for the particular 

yea r. 

r#. Should a new garden started in 1912(5-27, tlie eroj) of which should have been 
tJie Icaviest in l!h'52, due to tin- young jdaiits getting more mature than tin* previous 
years, be a fleeted by hail, Hood or other natural vlisaster, atul its 1932 crop is lower 
than ;my of the ]»revi()ns years, its crop basis should be calculated for 1933 as foliows : 

(1) r»0() lbs, per acre for 192(5 plants, or the !>istrict average, of j»rodueti(in, if 

it is less than (idO lbs. per acre. 

(2) fiUO ll)s. per acre for the 1927 plantings. 

(3) 40d lbs. per aere for the 192S plantings. 

(4t 3(Kl lbs. per acre for the 1929 plantings. 

(‘i t 2dd lbs. per aere for the 1930 ]dantings. 

((‘A For snh.seqiieiit year.s, the above fignre.s should increase by 100 ib.s. per 
acre up to tlie district average of production. 

The suggestion aliotit allowing the young gardens to make tip to the district 
average of production will not afTeet the ipiaiitity of tea allotted to the older gardens 
to any great extent for 1933, and in snbsetpienf years the quota of the new' gardi'ns 
will iiMToase progressively and the iriaxiimini allotment tvill be elaimiHl only during the 
last yrar of the operation of the sehenie, w’hon perhaps eon.siiniptioit will inerease con¬ 
siderably.»» 

Sir, in this statement the tea planters have shown how they think 
that in the interest of the small tea prardens some special provision 
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should be made within the quota as accepted in the International 
Scheme to give relief to these people, and I sincerely hope that Gov¬ 
ernment as well as the tea interests will be agreeable to accept such 
a scheme. If that view is acceptable,—and 1 know I can speak on 
behalf of the Members on this side because I have discussed the matter 
in detail with Mr. Phookan and Mr. Abdul Matin CMiaudhury, our 
general object will be served, and if we can have an assurance to that 
effect, I do not think it is necessary to refer this Bill to a Select Com¬ 
mittee. 

Then, Sir, the only other matter that 1 w'ant to refer to is about 
clause 3. In sub-clause (/j) 1 find that members who are to represent 
Assam and the Surma Valley are to be nominated by the Local Govern¬ 
ment, and similarly in sub-clause (d) the members representing the 
Southern India tea estates are also to be nominated by the Local 
Government, while in other cases there is provision f{>r election by 
the tea growers of the locality concerned. I understand. Sir, there is 
a tea institution in the Surma Valley, hut I am not (piite sure if there 
is oTie siieh in the Assam Valley district, Init in any case 1 do not 
understand why Government should not acce])t tlie policy of giving the 
powers of election to the local tea cstate.s, becaus(‘ it will noi be 
necessary to provide for an extensive electorate. It may be dom* simply 
by letters—arid thus th(*y can elect thoir own n‘])resentatiV(*s—rather 
than making an invidious distinction, by nominating them, in those 
tw(> cases alone. With these words, Sir, I support the motion. 

Mr. President n"he Honourable Sir Shanmukliam Ch«*tty) : Amend¬ 
ment moved : 

“ That th<* Bill be referred to a Select Committee coiiaiHting of Air. (i. S. Bajpai, 
Air. Abdul Alatin Cliaudhurv, Air, T. R. Phoekuii, Mr. T. N. TbamikriHhiia Rtiddi, 
Air. K. P. T'ljampan, Air. Gaya Prasjui Singh, Air. F. E. James, J)t. Franoit Xc.vior 
DeSouza, Air. Muhammad Ainvar-ul-Aziiii and the Alover, and tliat the number of 
niciubcrs wliose presence shall be necessary to constitute a meeting of the (N)mmittee 
shall be five.’’ 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : Sir, T have ventured to rise so early in the 
debate because my friend said that if Government were able to ex¬ 
plain their attitude in this matter satisfactorily, he would not press 
his projiosal for reference to Select (Vmimittet?. My friend has made 
tliree [)oints. The first is that, so far as the export quota of certain 
Indian tea gardens is conceriicd, it shall be calculated on a more 
generous basis than is provided for actually in tlie agnu*ment. Now, 
Sir, the jiosition as regards that, is, that the Govcuuior General in 
Gouncil is lakiiiir ])()wer under the rules—I would refer my friend to 
siib-(*lause (a) of clause 23—to prescribe the manner in which the 
export quotas of tea estates shall be determined. This, Sir, is a matter 
of domestic regulation whieli is subject to the power of control of 
the Governor General in Council, and I said in the course of my remarks 
when moving that the Bill be considered, that the Government were 
most anxious to safeguard the interests of the Indian producer, and my 
friend may rest assured that the suggestions which he has read out 
will be most carefully considered, and that, so far as there is any legitimate 
grievance in the matter, Government will endeavour to have it re- 
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dressed. I hope that that is an assurance which is satisfactory to my 
Honourable friend with regard to this matter. 

The second point of my Honourable friend was that there shall be 
syrui)athetie consideration given to applications for extensions of 
certain gardens. As regards that, my Honourable friend will observe 
that there is a governing limitation under the agreement, namely, that 
extensions are to be sub,iect to a limit of hall' per cent, of the area under 
tea on tlie 31st March, 1933. Now, the parties to the agreement—I am 
talking of countries other than India, namely, Java and Ceylon,—look 
U])on tliat as a vital condition, so it is not possible for Government to 
promise tliat that limit will be exceeded. But subject to that limit, 
my Honourable friend may rest assured that the claims of those who 
are in the greatest jicril will have the first consideration, and the most 
sympathetic consideration. 

Tlu‘ third point was as regards the representation of the various 
iiitcrests. 1 am afraid I did not have timely notice that my Honour¬ 
able fri(‘nd was iroiiig to make this suggestion for amendment of the 
constitution of the Committee, but I would bring to his notice certain 
considerations. As regards South Indian plantations, the position is 
that South India includes not only Madras but also certain Indian States. 
W(* cannot legislate f(tr areas outside British India. That is why 
power has been u’ivcni ifi the Local Gov(‘rnment and not to a geiUTal 
el<‘etorate to .dioose Indian representatives. 1 htdieve that as regards 
Assam also the positi(»i! is that this a])pears to be the best method of 
se(Miring proper r<*presentation ]»(‘eanse the Indian producers in the two 
valleys mentioned hy tin* Honouralde Member are not adequately 
(/rganised. But I wou]<l say this for my Honourable rrieml's satisfac- 
tifui tliat w<* propose to jiut the sugg(*stioii to llie [joi'al (''TovernnuniL— 
not tliat und(*r the Bill, if it is passed, it will be possible for them to 
have n‘Coursc 1() eleelion,—that tliey miirlit make tlunr nominations in 
(onsulfalion with any I'epri'sentative Indian organisation of tl'o industry 
that might exist. 1 would also liki* to luentiou that botli the Geylon 
and the- Dutch Gov^Tuunnits liave already passed legislation to imple¬ 
ment tin* agreeun*nt. We are tin* only G<>v<*rnment who. beeause of 
Gie programme of our lecrislative bu.siness, have not been able to do so. 
If there is any dtday in plaeing this Bill on (be Statute-book it might 
have an unfortunate efFt*(*t upon the tea market which has been show¬ 
ing very liealtby sifrns indeed since the agreement was announced. I 
hoi)(\ tlierefore. that my Hoiionrabb* friend will not press his motion 
and that Ave shall be able to put this legi.slatiou on the Statute-book 
Avitliout any more dt*biy. 

Mr. Abdul Matin Chaudhury (Assam : Muhammadan) : I rise to 
support the motion moved by ray Honourable friend, Mr. Bajpai. The 
exyiort restrietion scheme to Avliich this Bill seeks to giAT legislative sanction 
is a very aa’cII thouglit out scheme, but it has iLs attendant dangers and 
my sole anxiety is that those dangers should he guarded against. 

It is an obvious fact that the tea industry is passing through a period 
of depression. The depression is due to the fall in prices because of over¬ 
production, and this scheme is designed to raise prices by restoring as 
my TTonourable friend, Mr. Bajpai, explained the equilibrium between 
supply and demand. For this purpose the producers in all the tea pro- 



1620 


LEGISLATIVS ASSEMBLY. 


[15th Sept. 1933. 


(Mr. Abdul Matin Chaudhury.] 

duciiif? countries like Java, Sumatra and Ceylon have entered into an 
a^rreemeiit to restrict the export from their respective countries, and tins 
Bill is intended to imi)leiijenl that af?r(‘ement. With this object 1 am in 
Avhole-hearted agreement. Accordirijr to this sclienu' .‘>20 niilliou lbs. have 
been fixed as the exi)ort ipiota For India. Now tht* (‘stimated output for the 
year 1932 is, 1 believe, 429 million lbs. Now, the guestion is how the 
snrj)lns is to be dispostnl of. The inaximr.m consniuption For India is 65 
million lbs., Avhile tlie surplus over the export quota is 109 millions. 
This will jjrlut our ludian market. ()v(‘rp!'ndnei inn pr-diucd ilie slumi) 
in the lea ifidiistry, and this Bill is iiitended to riMiiedy that evil so far as 
the export market is i oneerii»*d. but it will enaitt. slump in tin* Indian 
market, in an a^jrravated form. So, tin* only remedy For this j^tate of 
affairs is. just .as Tins ('xp(»rT sebefjie is intended lo r(‘stri('t «'xport, there 
niiisl be soim* restidetion oF prfMlnction also iis oi'(l(‘r t'o .sav<* the Indian 
marlcei as well. 

In tliis eonniM'tini! I would like* m biln^ beFe)T*e tie* IIoum* one* Faet 
witli re<r;n*d lo Indian raiaiens. Most oF the Indian LMrdens I thiidv, 
])raelieally all in Benji-d and Assam, dn mil e\perl their i(‘a dirreU owin» 
to the absence oF proper haidvintr facilities and ha'/iii”- no a^’eney oF tb(*ir 
own in Knirland or ilie continent. They s<dl tlieir t(*a by auction in the 
Calcutta market, and that does not fetch tliem the prices that the direct 
exporter jrets in the London market. 

Mr. E. Studd (Hen^^al : Knroi>ean > : May 1 point out that until 
about a fortnijrlit Jijro th^* (‘ahuitta market was ^(‘Hino* b(*tw(*en 1-J to 2 
annas al)ove tlie London marked, and therefore the Indian who sold his 
tea in the (‘alcntta market ^o1 better ])riees than be w’ould have* ^ot if ho 
had shipped tlie tea to London. 

Mr. Abdul Matin Chaudhury : Can my Honourable Friend assure rue 
that that state oF tliinjrs will eontinue .’ 

Mr. £. Studd : That, luJxxly ean prophesy, but it is a fact that thd 
prices realised in the (‘ah'Utta, auctions are still qnit(* as ^ood as the prices 
realised in England. 

Mr. Abdul Matin Chaudhury : Tlie position with regard to Indians 
is that because th(*y do not export directly many of them have to .s(*ll 
their prodiKM* in the (‘aleiitta market and the advantafres under this Bill 
ar(' not availabh* to them to the same extent as to the direct export(*rs. 
It may be .said that the riprht oF export is a rijrht that is transferable 
and saleable. But it does not mean that it ean be easily transferrul or 
sold, and if and wdien that rifiht is transferred or .sold it is not always 
pos'ilJe to f,n't a Fair price for tlie transfer of that riprht. I do admit 
that litis riirlit of transferrinjr and sellin»r this export quota is a valuable 
risrht. but it does not solve the diffienlt.v of the Indian planters. Tin* only 
remedy, as 1 su"<rested. is that resfrietion of production must follow 
restriction of ex])ort, and tvbile I advocate restriction of production I do 
so with certain reseivations. The Euroy»ean planters have been brng^ 
established in th'^‘ field and they own extensive acreapo. The Indians have 
come into the field only in recent years and they mainly own very small 
tiny "ardens. If they have also to restrict their output it will affect 
their very existence. So, I .suprs-est that under any scheme that may be 
devised for restrictlnpr production, at least those gardens which produce 
about 1,000 maunds or less should be exempted from the operation of this 
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restriction scheme. I ho|)t‘ the Government will be pleased to tell us how 
they j)ropose to deal witli this menace to the Indian indastry on account 
of the glnttiiijiT of the Indian market with the surplus of the export quota. 
I have Kujjr'jjestPd one method for restrietiiifsr the output, but T claim no 
orijrinality for that su^j^esticm. For 1 understand that tJie Indian Tea 
Association lias tal’en u]) that matter. There is also another ^ru;^J^estion 
that 1 would like to make and that is as re<i^ards tin* expansion of the 
Indian market, to absoib the balance of tin* siirjjlns quota. The Indian 
Tea (U‘ss Gommittet* was (‘stablished in with a view to iiurreasing the 

sale and use of tea in India and outside. There is a ^a-owin^j: feeling 
am(»ng Indian tea planters, and I think it is .shared by some of the 
European tea planters also, that this Indian Tea Ges^ (’ominittee devotes 
disi)ropor1i«)nate at'teiilion to oiitsidt* market to the negleel of cleveloiiing 
the iijdig(*nons market in India. As an i]lusii‘a.tion, I might refer to the 
money lliat they an* spending on Aim*rican i)ro))aganua. Tliey are spend¬ 
ing t-lO.OOO a year for projaigaiida in America ami tiie r'*sulT has been 
that ill the yt‘ar IJKll tlie export to tlie l'nit<*d Stcutes of Ameii*'a was 
redne(‘(l liy 100,000 ])onmls. From the year to 100^ (''‘vlon carried 

on a propaganda in the Gnitcd Stales of America, 'fliey spent 112,000 
a year and they Innl to give it up het'aii.^e tin* result not satisfactory, 

but tlie Indian Tea Gesr> ( vimmittee (lo<‘s not seem T(» iiavc prolirt(*d by the 
expel ienee of (\*yIon in this matter. As T*egards the jiossihility of the 
Indian .Market, I should likt* to read out to tin* lloasc the opinion of 
Imperial Kcoiiomic Goiiimittec on Tea. 'fliis is what they sa\ ; 

“ .‘.s tlie greatest aiiieiig ttie e.\|M»ittug eouiitlie.*', .liniia i.- the ni(>-t .^evl■^el^ aiTe«-Ted 
by the I'l'e-ieiit in*ees.sit_\ for an » xp.ni'jioii of liie inarta l, aiei it i*^ tli» refi.ri' iinitorlallL 
to nali.M that no inarket in the worl*! ofTeis satli ultimate I'ltpovt uni: '.e*' for cm im rea*'-.* 
m tec consniiifttion as India itself." 

Furil»er on tln‘y say : 

“ 'fills mark«‘t at India's own door may ^et prove tlie ansner to tlie jinddeii.t^ 
of the indiistr\. Wliih- the slowness of the I{nssi;in reeoverv is om* of the onneipal 
causes (d' the pres(‘nt depression. India may perhaps j)rovide the remeiiy. '' 

I slmnld like the T<*a G(*ss Gommitt**e to devote grejiter attentij)u to 
India tluni th(\v are doing just at present. AVith rc'g.ard to the amend¬ 
ment ol' my fi’i(*nd, Mr. Mitra, for the iv’ference of tlie I’ill to the Stdect 
Gommiltee, I am very anxious that this Rill should be pass(*d this Session. 
I hac(‘ receivt'd telegrams t’l’om planters in Jalpaignri, from Asstiiii, from 
the Surma \'allev and from all parts of Bengal urging us that passage of 
this l»ill should be expedited because* (dherwise it wcnild Iv* disastrous to 
the industry and my frit'iid, IMr. Mitra, lias himself said that his inten¬ 
tion is not to delay the m(*asnre. He only wants an assurance that in the 
rules special provision should be made for the gardt*iis started after 192”), 
with regard to making gem*rou.s allowance for young clearings. 1 hope, 
Sir, that in making the rules this point Avill be borne in mind. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad (Gnited Provinces Southorn Divisions : 
Muhammadan Rural) : I siit^tiort the prinei])les of the Bill but I should 
like to draw the attention of the Honourable oMeniher to one or two points. 
India is a peculiar country. The conditions here are different from the 
conditions in other countries. In other countries the conditions of pro¬ 
duction are uniform. Here we liave got companies managed by 
Europeans, companies managed by Europeans and Indians combined, 
companies managed by Indians alone, companies managed by individuals 
and above all the very small farms w'hich are just springing up in the 
L295LAD 
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nature of enterprise. This Bill appears to me to amply safegruard the 
interests of the big planters. All those persons who have just started 
their business have, to my mind, not been suffieientiy safeguarded. 
Perhajis in the rules their interests Avill also be safeguarded. The other 
point is that the rules are not so important really as tlie methods by which 
the rules are ]nit into ])ract‘iee. The manner in whieh the rul<*s are 
carried out is much more important than the rules themselves and we 
should like to know whether the committee or any other body which will 
come into existence by virtue of this Bill will really exercist* the poAvers 
conferred by these rules impartially and in the interests of tin* small 
planters and I think that in making the rules this ])oint itiight be con¬ 
sidered. Any ])erson Avho is not satisfied Avith the decision of this 
committee, Avhich might be set up, may perhaps ap])eal to a small com¬ 
mittee Avhich misrlit be set ii]) by the (loA’crnimMit at their lleathpiarters. 
This can conveniejitly come under the rules, the framing of Avliicli is not 
really the })nsiness of the Legislature. Therefore^ Avhen the (lOvernment 
frame the rules, they should see that the rules are not enforced to the 
disadvantage of the small tea planters. 1 hop(‘ that a copy of tlnvse rules 
Avill also be laid before the Legislature. Th(‘ next ]u>iut to Avhich my 
friend. Abrlul JMatiu Chaudhury. has draAvn attention is the lack of 
pro])aganda in India. It is really much more i]uj)Ortant than propaganda 
outside. Propaganda outside may be useful but the ]u*oi)aganda in tliis 
eoniitiy is still mon* useful. For s(ime years ago after this committee 
came into existouee tiny earri(*d on a proi)agau(la in ev(*ry villagi* and 
even village* tradesman had stock of loos(‘ tea to s*‘ll in small 
quantities. All that has (lisapp<*an'd on .account of the iudilTereuee of 
the Cess (Vmiiiiittee, It is rather important that' Ave oiurhl to provide 
the Home market for 0A<*r ])roductiou and the* only Avay in Avhicli wo can 
do tJ]is is to ha VO a Jar<i(‘ Juimher of travollijig ag(‘>its and sor that lea is 
availabh* for salo jwaai in small villaire^. Tliis Avill iucrea.so tin* salo and 
find a marlcef for the ov<‘r|>ro(luetie)n stock of too of which .Mr. Ahiliil 
]\ratiii Fhandhury has already .s])okcri. 1 hop*- this point Avill also be 
looked into. J emj>liasis»‘ once more that the* s.afoguards of tbo intoic.sts 
of The small tea plantors Avill be provided for in the rules and sr.iVu ieut 
mom*;. aaIII be s])ent in India for home propaganda. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai (Sind : Non-Muhammadan Rural) : Sir, I 
haAT 1aa(» iiiatt(‘i*s in my vieAv in speakiiitr on this Bill. < )no is tin* iutxu’- 
ests of the eonsumer and the other is the interest of the small interests Avho 
are dealing in tea. I know tliat tlie bigger interests Avill take care of ttiem- 
selves. 7 note tliat an assnranee has been given by !Mr. Bajpai for a\ hojn 1 
have |■(‘gaT■d and in Avliose assnranee I have great faitli. 1I«* said that this 
Bill is intended to A'onclisafe the .small interests and I think that in these 
da\s it is the small interests which should be y)roteeted first. As a re¬ 
sult of Ilje depression that is going on, these small intero.sts are snfi'i'ring. 
On account of the price being very low, the small interests are giving uj) 
their undertakings. It is very good for the consumer that the priee lias 
gone doAvu from 9 annas to 4 annas. This is specially helpful to f>eople 
who take tea and India has now been taking more tea than it used to do. 
Some do it ou ace.mmt of necessity and some out of a mei*e fashion that 
is going on now-a-days. What I am submitting is this that if the interests 
of the smaller traders are protected there is no reason why we should not 
agree to this arrangement. Sir, in support of what the Honourable the 
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Mover Jias said I find that in the Statement of Objects and Reasons it is 
said : 

“ The results of a referendum issued to all known estates have been examined 
and it appears that over 1)12 per cent, of thc^ industry, reckoned in terms of production, 
have expressed themselves in favour of the scheme.’’ 

Sir, WO art* not, at any rate I am not, so very familiar with this trade 
business lliat I can off(*r myself any opinion. In that ease wo have eer- 
faiiily to roly upon tbo.se who are interested in it and who deal in it. Here 
is a Kateineiit that 92 jier cent, of that industry have consented to the 
scheme. Then, Sir, it is further said ; 

“ The (ioverMiiieiits of Madras, Assam and Bengal, within whose jurisdiction bulk 
of the tea in British Jndi.'t is cultivated, are jirepared to restrict the issue of fresh 
leases for tea cultivation and have also aj^reed to the restriction of jilantinj^ of areas 
nlieady leased. ’ ’ 

Therefore w<‘ Jiave fsnt an a.ssurance but T must say that Ibis refer¬ 
endum :m<l these opinions shotild have he<*n ^iven to tlie Ib'Use in vdiicli 
case we should liave been in n position to judL^* for oiirse:V‘*s. Anri I 
believt* it is with that intention that an amendment has been moved for 
a Select (V)mmittee. If a Select Committee is ap|>oint(*d ami all these 
j^apers ami reft'nmuiim aro placed before tliein we will he fortified in 

ini' our stroujr supjjort and "ivin<r it without flonl)t or suspicion, lb.it 
it aj)pearv that th(‘ ffhjeet is to pass this Hill spet'dily tliiouiili tills House 
and it is point(‘d out tlud the ]H*op|e who an* eone<‘rned with i^ hav"? 
a(*tually wii-ed that this s(*}ieiue should be aeeepte<l and tha- it shonM he 
^ri\en effeet to. ] tlK'n’fon* hope that the rules to he ma.le iindei* this 
nieasuTv Vs'ill he iiiad<' in eonsullation with those who ar** »‘ori('»"-m*(l in it, 
because we know lhal when an Act is parsed hei't* many a time all the 
^^ 00(1 principles are whittled down by tlie rules framed under it and it some¬ 
times deteriorates, Th<*refore I submit tliat ruh*s should he mad*' in eonsiil- 
tation with those ])ersoijs wlio are inleresitd in this. T would in the end put 
tu’o (piestions tf» my llofiourahh* friend for my own information. 1 slmuld 
like lo know if tilt* Ilonoiirahh* i\Iemht‘r js really in po.sse.ssion (.f facts t«> .show 
that sifiee this price has "one down tlie smaller intt*n*sts havv* actually 
sufl'er(‘d t(» this exttmt that they have eriven up tlieir ])nsin(*ss or llieir cul¬ 
tivation of tea. Th(* second (]ueshon is v.i'.etlier the committee, tliat is 
fr<)in" t(» he appointed, will have aNo ])o\Nei* to fix the rates of tht* tea or 
vheilier it will be beyond th(*!ii. These are the two points that are neces¬ 
sary for dt*ei(liii^r tlie (jiiestion that 1 have placed liefore the House, uamely, 
tile lntor(*.sts of the consumer and the small intere.st.s cone»‘rned. 

Mr. P. E. James (Madras : Enro|M‘anl : Sir. I should like in a very 
few words to associate myself with much that has been said by my Honour¬ 
able friends, !Mr. Mitra and Mr. Abdul Matin Chaudhim’. This Bill pives 
lejrisl.'itive sanction t<> what is the first attempt in this country by any 
larire industry at wliat is called planned economy. And I think it repre- 
seius an example to other industries whicli they mi"bt well follow. But I 
sn"{rost that in any .sueli sclieme there are three important qiie.stions wbieb 
should be regarded botli by the industry and by Government itself. 
While the scheme of })lanned economy may include a proposal to re.strict 
exports of a particular ])roduetion, g:reat care should be taken to see tliac 
the smaller interests involved in that industry are protected. Now, my 
friend, Mr. Abdul Matin Cbaiidlniry, has spoken, and so lias Mr. Alitra, 
of small interests in Benpral and elsewhere which are in Indian liands. 
T have received similar representations to those he has mentioned from 
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small euijeerns in JSoulli India wiiicli are in Indian hands and in Euro¬ 
pean hands and in Anjrlo-iiKiian hands. There are a lar«e iiuinber of 
small owner-proprietors of estates, partieiilarly in the Nilj^iris, and they 
are very anxious that in eonneetion with the seheme for rejjjiilation of ex¬ 
ports tliose who have iiiv(^st(‘d money in ^arth'iis reeeiitly and tN’hose eon- 
tinued existence may ho imperillt‘d by the oi)eration of tliis rej^ula+ion 
seheme should reeeiA<* very .si)eeial consideration at the hands of Govern¬ 
ment and at the hands of the committee. I therefore entirely .ioin wit it 
my friend, iMr. ]\Iitra. in asking- that we should ^et some assuj’ance from 
Government on this point. 

^riieii, Sir, the second jioiiit that has been made ]jy J\Ir. Abdul Matin 
Chaiidliiiry is that there is little use in a ret^ulatioii of exiiorls scheme un¬ 
less at the same time tliore is a seheme for the restriction of crop. 1 
agree with him that the latter scheme is a corollary to thi* iirsi and I also 

<igroc e itli him that in sucli scliemcs AvhicJi may he ])ro[»osi*d, ami 1 

luulerstai.'d one is new under (M)nsideration, ])erhaps Mr. AliliiiaJi vili 
give us that information later on,—special att.uition should be iriven lo 
Ih.e small gardens wliieh are in the bands of many of my friends and 
which depend entin'ly upon the loeal market for the disposal of their 
])rodnct. 

And then the third jjoint wliieh was maih*. auain hy niy frieml, 
]\Ir. Ahdul IMatin (.'liaridhnry, was in regard to the inereas* of the eon- 
sumjition (;f tea in this eountry. In any selnane of ])Ianne(l eec'iiomy not 
only must you rcgulati* (*xports and restriet [iroduelion hut yun innsl 
take st(‘ps to iner(‘as(* local eonsumption. Ami I join on h*Mialt’ oi’ the 
United Planters’ Association in Southern India with my frieml. Mr. Ahdul 
Matin (diaudliury, when he says that in tlie past th(‘ Indian Tea U-ss 
Committee has spent far more money in the UniUHl States than tin* results 
have justified. Therefore I trust that the industry eom“'rm‘d will, as 
paid <»f this general .seli<*me (»f eonlrolling its own pivKlnetion ami exp(*rt, 
take sh'p*^ imu’easi* as far as ])o.ssihle in the near future the eonsumption 
of tile greaf(‘.st market wliieh it possesses, namely, tin* marh-et at its very 
doors. If we can get that sort of assurance from the G<>vern]nent ami 
th(* industry, 1 assume ihat my f?'ien<l. ]\Ir. Mitra, would he willing to 
w'ithdra'v his motion and expedite tin* ])assiiig of this P»ill into law. 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore (Member for C’onnneree and Rail- 
w^ays) : Sir. in view of tlie general siipy)ort wliicli this m**asiire has re¬ 
ceived it is uniieeessary for me to detain the House for limg. Lest there 
.should he an im])ression that this measure is not ajiproved hy Indian tea 
intei-ests, I should like to read just two or tliree telegrams whieli J have 
received recently. Here is one from the Indian Tea Growers^ A.sso- 
ciation of Silchar : 

Strongly urge passing Tea Exports liegislation current Session otherwise tea 
interest will bi* iiuporillerl. ” 

Another from tJie Secretary of the Torai Indian Plant(*rs’ Asso¬ 
ciation, Darjeeling : 

** My Association strongly suj)port export regulation and restriction scheme and 
urge tea control Bill be taken up during current Session.*' 

Another telegram from Jalpaiguri says ; 

** Indian Tea Planters Association generally approves provisions of tea control 
Bill introduced in Assembly w'onld strongly urge for passage this Session." 
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Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : Please mention the name of the sender. 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : These lelh^^runis are from Asso¬ 
ciations. J\Iy Honourable friend, i\Ir. ]Mitra, I think, voiced a ^■eneral 
feeliii" in the House that tlie small garden proprietors should not be pre¬ 
judiced. 1 am entirely in agreement Avilh him and I think we have taken 
special steps in this legislation by rclaijung powers to ourselves to see 
tliat those smaller interests are really .sai'egiiai'ded. In reinn)e(*(MiUMii of 
the assurance which my iJommrabh* friend, Air. llajpai. lius givc'i and 
wliieii 1 think has already satisfied the lb)iise, 1 would once again a.ssure 
the House that if we are salisfied that any pi*o^*edure unde!* this Aet is 
healing Invnily and unfairly on any section of the indusiry we shall most 
(H*rl;ii;d\ consider tin* niatler and shall not he'<:iaie niake iliv- in-cessary 
alleral ie-ns in tliat {Ji’oeedurt'. 'i’her<‘ is very lit’h* fm'ther f«>r me to say. 

I shoe.hl likf to refer to Just one oi* two ]>oinTs raised hy my HoiioUi’aMe 
rri<*mi. Mi-. Alwlul .Matin ( hamll.ury. !t ipiil • true tluit ihis r.‘sl riction 
selienn' !nay. li\' throwing lartrei* «|oan’. it ie^ on t!:*- Ic.en'- ma^'i;et than at 
pre'‘- iit, Iiave a depn-ssiiiL’ effect on pri(*es. hut I would him 

thal Ih.-d very fact may jn-ove a hlessintr in disn’uise and that it jnay iielp 
to i-ojjuiarise the ns“ of tea in that (‘iiormou^ iiiarket at liie v< i*y doors 
of itie industry. May I suggest to thos(\ wlio arc intertst ‘il, to renumi- 
l er the Kihlieal injunction to “ east your bread upon the waters and it 
will return to you after many days ”. 

T'te oidy other point is tin* sutrirestion that (Jovernmeiu simuhl eon- 
sid' i* a scheme to regulate the ]>r(»duetion of tea. If the industiy as a 
Avliole slioidd put up any practical and w'(n*kal)h‘ scheme. 1 can uive my 
1 ion'‘Lii*iihlc friends the assurance that (Jovernment will most carefully 

considei- it. 1 have nothinir further to say hcyoml (‘Xprt*^sing th(* ho])e 

thal my Hoiiourabh* friend will Avithdraw his amendment. 

Mr. S. C. M[itra : I am thankful to the Honourable the Header of 
the Hous(’ and to .Mr. llajpai for their assurance and 1 beg leave to witli- 
d»-aw my ameiulimuit. 

The amendimuit 'Nvas. by leave of tlit* .Vs.sembly. withdrawn. 

Mr, President (The Honourable Sir Shanniukham (dietty) : The 
question is : 

“ Tliat tlic Hill to ]»r(»viili for tho control of the export of tea from India aud 

for tlic cimtrol of the extension of the cultivathni of tea in Hritish India, be taken 

into < onsidcration. ” 

The motion Avas adopted. 

The A.ssembly then adjourned for Huucli till a Quarter Past Tavo of 
file (dock. 


The Assenihh' re-assembled after Lunch at a Quarter Past Tavo of 
the (dock, Mr. President (The Honourable li^ir Sharmukham Chetty) in 
the (diair. 

('dauses 2 to 1(1 Avere added to the IMll. 

Clauses 11 to 20 Avere added to tho Pdll. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Sbaiimukham Chetty) : The 
question m : 

** That claune 21 «tand part of the Bill. 
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Mr. J. A. Milligan (Assiim .* European) : Sir, I rise to move the 
amendment that stands in my name : 

“ That in sub-clause (J) of clause ill of the Bill, after the words * in pursuance 
of the i»urposes of this Act ’ the following be inserted : 

‘ and, with the ])re^douH sauctioii of the Governor General in Council, to the 
pavuient of a contribution towards the maintenance of any intcrnatjonal 
committee established in furtherance of the said purposes in tea-pioducing 
countries generally 

This amendment speaks for itself. The wording of tin* clause as 
drafted restricts the right of the ('ommittee to si)end money only on objects 
which are mentioned in the Bill itself. The Bill makes no mention of 
the International Committee which was established withiti tin* last few 
da>s and that International Committee will depend on subscriptions from 
Java, Ceylon and India. Therefore this amendment has beim considLU’ed 
essential. I move. 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : Sir, J accept the amendment on behalf of Gov¬ 
ernment. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shanmukham Chetly) : The 
question is : 

“ That in sub-clausc (J’) of clause 21 of the Bill, after the words * in pursuance 
of the purposes of this Act ’ the following be inserted ; 

‘ ami, with the pn^vious sanction of the Governor General in Council, to the 
payment of a contribution towards the maintenance of any international 
committee estabJi.she<l in furtheranee of the said purposes in tea-jiroduciiig 
countries generally \ ” 

The motion vsns adopted. 

Clause 21, as amended, wa.s added to the Bill. 

Clauses 22 to 35 were added to the Bill. 

Clause 1 wa.s added to the Bill. 

The Title and the Preamble were added to the Bill. 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : Sir, I beg to move that the Bill, as amended, be 
passed. 

Mr. B. Das (Orissa Divisimi : Non-Mnhammadan) : Sir, 1 wish to 
make a few observations. I did not interfere while the discussion edause 
by clause was going on. This Bill has proved that the Ottawa Agree¬ 
ment is a failure. The Ottawa Agreement came into existence in order 
that the con7itri(*s in the British Empire should rally round and adopt 
differential tarilf to exclude other foreign States. Sir, while the Ottawa 
Committee was sitting at Delhi over which my Honourable friend the 
Leader of the House presided, tlie repre.seutatives of the tea industry 
were approaching the Honourable the (lommerec Member about certain 
negotiations with certain foreign countries. 1 do not understand how 
the industrialists in India, who supported the Ottawa Pact, can dis¬ 
criminate between the various countries of the? British Empire and 
within a few days can enter into negotiations Avith the Government of 
Java. Of course, it is well understood that the capitalists want to 
have everything in their own way. In one breath they wanted to ban 
the foreign teas from entering into British market or for the matter 
of that of the Empire market, and in the other breath they were nego¬ 
tiating with the Javanese people in order to restrict the protection so 
that tea can fetch a higher price. T only wknt to point this out to 
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those who were so cock-sure at the time that the Ottawa Pact will bring 
large resources at IIk* disposal of th(? British Empire, particularly 
to the representatives oi‘ tlie tea indiistr 3 \ My friend, Mr. James, is 
not Jiere Imt he was very vehement in saying that the tea industry of 
India will j)rofit enormously. 11* Hint was so, why are they enteVing 
now into this false pae-t with a foreign government like the government 
of Java y I know it is not in the domain of my llonoiirabh* friend, 
Ml'. Bajpai, to answer to this point which I have raised but 1 do hope 
that the Honourable the Commerce Mem})er avIio in season and out of 
season is so em])hatie in liis assertion that the Ottawa Agreement has 
benefited enormously the British Empire and the Indian Empire, will 
now say that the Ottawa Pact has failed to benefit the producers. 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : Sir, I do not wish to say any¬ 
thing exeept this that if my Ibuioiirahle friejid ean not understand a 
patent fact, notliing that I can say will possibly cause the light to dawn 
on him. 

Mr. President (The Ihmonrahle Sir Slianrnukliam Chetty) : The 
question is : 

*• That the Bill, !is iiiiicTidod, be passed. 

The motion was adopted. 

THE FA(TOKTE8 DILL. 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce (Member for Industries and 
Labour) : tSir, 1 beg to move : 

“ That the Bill to eoiisoiidate and aiiumd the law regulating labour in tai Tories 
l>€ rel'«MTed to a S(‘le<'t Committee eoiisisting of Mr. Abdul -Matin (.'hanilhnrv, Mr. S. C. 
Mitra. .Mr. A. Boon, .Mr. II. P. -Mody, IMwaii Bahadur Ilrirbilas Sarda, .Mr. .Vniar Nath 
Dutt, Mr. S. C. Sen, Mr. T. N. Ibiiuakrishna Iteddi, Mr. (f. Morgan, Khan Sahib 
Shaikh Pazal lla<i Pira(dia, -Mr. N. M. .Toahi, Mr. S. O. (4rantli;nn. Mr. A. (J. Clow, 
Bao Bahadur M. (\ IJajah and the Mover, and that the iiuinbiu- of m«‘nd)er'; wlioae 
preaeiuM* .shall be lUMt-s.sary to constitute :i meeting of the (’ouiiiiittee sliall be live.” 

Sir, my IJonourfible eollengue, the Fintince Member, in introducing 
the Deserve Bfinh Bill, tr)hl tin* Ilon^f* tlujt it wns the most important 
measure he had ])lace(i or would he placing before it during liis term 
of ofTiee. I inighi have iiiade the same claim for this Dill, for I do not 
think it will probably fall t(» niv lot to ask Hu* House to consider a 
measure of greater ini])()rtance than tliis. The House may think that, 
in speaking of this Dill and the Kes»*rve Dank DUl in the same breath. [ am 
comparing great things with small. Tliat may be so, but 1 myself am 
not prepared to admit that it is. T contend that it is ns essential that 
the industrial devi’lopment of the new India .should be based on a con¬ 
tented labour as it is Hint its finaneial develo])inent sliould be based on 
a sound system of ere«li1 and currency, and I am convinced that this 
Bill sliould do niiieli to bring abnut that contentment. 

T have already given the House an account of Ibe development of 
the Bill and it is unnecessary for me to cover that ground over again. 
There is, howev(*r, one stage in that development M'hich I omitted to 
mention u’-hen T last addressed the House on this subject. I am glad 
to have this opportunity of aeknowdodging the valuable assistance my 
Department and T received from a Conference we had with the Chief 
Inspectors of Factories with udiom we discussed the measure in detail 
last month. It is they on whom will fall the burden of administering 
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the now Act and it is for tliis reason that wo ihon^dit it desirable to 
^consult them before placinj? tlie measure bofon* tliis House. I would 
remind the House that although 1 am askin^^ it to appoint a Select Com¬ 
mittee now, it is not ])roposed that tJie (kmimittee should meet until 
January. T have tio doubt that if the House agrrees to this motion, the 
Members aj)poiii.ted to the Committeo will use tlio interval carefully to 
study the (pu'stions involved. As T said i)reviously, niy Department 
will be very p:lad to ])rovide them with a vt*ry i^Ientit'ul sup])ly of litera¬ 
ture on th(‘ subject. 

This Hill embodies a mass ot‘ detail. There are, 1 tliink, over 70 
clauses in it and. in ashinir the House to send it tf) a Select Committee, I 
should like to make it clear that I am n<»t askinir the House t(> eommit 
itself to all aiid every elnan^e in the law that it involves. It is. 1 think, 
sufficient that tlie llonse shonld be satisfi<al that ihe laAv relatinjr to 
labour in f'acteu-ies recjiiires revision and as to that 1 do not thin!: there 
can be two oj)inions. The Act which I'orms tin* frame Avork of tlu^ Hill 
that Ave are noAV siibmiUini»‘ to tlie Ilon^(‘ was ])as^ed as bmp: ap:o as 
22 years, Avlum faelorv industries Avere far from lio‘ stale ol' develop- 
me])t th(‘y have reeallt*d today ; and Avlien many of Ihe probbuus now 
facino' us Avere iiiiexplort'd oi* even unknown. I'ixtensive ameiuiments 
were made in lb22, and 1her<‘ have been iio less than three other amond- 
inp: Acts since llnm. As a result. feAv of the mon‘ important ]>rovision8 
of the ion Avt survive in their oriLdnal foini. Tin* pr(*sent Act. it is 
not pfoinp* too far to say. is a thiiur rf shr<‘ds and ])a1elu‘s, and it stands 
in ur^auit need of eonsolidiition and also of elarilieation. Hut that is 
not the only Me<‘d. rToveniment have been awai'o of d(‘feets in the law 
in certain dir<‘<‘tioiis for a nnmbe!* of years past. We liav(‘ realised, 
for ins1anc(‘, that th(‘ Act p'ives inaibapiate ])roteeiion to Avorkers in 
respect of safety, health and comfort. Ex])erienee of its workinj^ has 
revealed other defects an<l Aveakness<‘s. Fnrtlun*, it countenances liours 
of Avork. Avhieh, I think every one. even those aaIio are not in favour of 
immediate ehanp:e, realises, cannot lie reprarded Avith equanimity as a 
permanent featun* of Indian industry, but Avhieh represented tin* limit 
to Avhicli it Avas tboupfht d(*sirable to pn) Avhen the ])rc>visions in question 
were enacted. 

Finally, the Avork of the? WJiilley (^mimission Avhic.h probed more 
deeply into this subject than Government have naturally ever had an 
opportunity of doinp:, not only hrouprht to li^ht the need for other 
changes, hut g^ave valuable guidauce toAvards the framing of a ncAv law. 
As 1 am not asking the House to commit itself to any particular provi¬ 
sions (d the Bill, even those which relate to hours, it is not, I think, 
necessary for me to discuss those provisions in detail. I hope that, in 
respect of, at any rate, most of the sections, tlie Statement of Objects 
and Reasons affords a sufficient explanation. 

I should like to deal specifically if very briefly Avith one. clause^ 
clause 35, which relates to the weekly hours of work, for it is in regard 
to that clause that T think there is, to say the least, a considerable 
possibility of some diversity of opinion. Briefly, our proposals are thaty 
in seasonal factories, the limit of 60 hours should remain ; coutinuoue 
process factories should be allowed a 56rhoi|r week, which is the nonaa) 
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limit in such factories at present ; in the other non-seasonal factories, 
the week should be ordinarily' limited to 54 hours. This, it is important 
to remind the House, was the limit already observed by the majority 
of the factories to which it is proposed to apply it. But there is a 
larf^e minority of f;K*tori(‘s wliich stilt work up to the 60 hours limit. 
This minority includes the bulk of the mills in that very imi)ortant 
industry, the cot ion t(‘xtile industry. Now. 1 should like to state the 
reasons wliieli iiave led me to tin* view that this limit, if it were en- 
foi-e(*d, would !)«• to the advanta^t* bf>1ii of industrialists and of workers. 
»So far as (‘inploviTs are eoneernerj, if seems to me that, as I have already 
indieai<M!, siahiiiiy jn any industry must he dopeufh'nt on a reasonably 
eflieimt and contented laliour force. It is impossible to my mind to 
build a souml iinlustrial .structure in India (ii* for that matter in any 
f)1her country, on a foundation o‘‘ inejiieient worje. it is unreasonable 
t(» ex])e(‘t any hijrli de*rree of effieieiiey or any liiirh ({(‘LMan* of eonteut- 
nieiif fjoiii men w Im» !ia\e to spend ten hours a day- indeed it amounts 
to eleven hours if t!ie rest interval is included—williiii the limits of a 
factfoy. Sliorl- r i’onrs are, in my \ iew. an essential ('ondiritni for any 
suhstanlijil advanee in eftieieney. h’urther, 1 w^niid remind the House 
that tliere has reeioiily hvn a very radical eiiaii^t* in the labour position. 
P'ormerly them* was a eojistani si-areity of laboui' and many (inployers 
W(*re, therefore, naturally anxious ke(‘p t!ie imui they luul at work as 
loujr as possible. Now, we liave ii: • speetacle.— io my mind a retrrett- 
ahl(* and pat!ieti(' one—-of men sill inn* idle oiitsid(‘ tbe factory fJates, 
unalde to ;/ei woi !:, wliilst others inside are retpiired to work an unduly 
lonir peri(Hl. 

Tiirnitji.: to tin* work<'rs, T rceoe-ni.^* that for many of tliose in 
fMnpl(>ynient, that is tliose who are workino- a lon^^er day, the reduction 
in hou"s jnust nu'an a (hdiiiiie saeridee. Industry today in India is 
UTifortiinatiOy imt in sueli a position that, if production is reduced, it 
can pay the same waj/es as it did bi^PfU’e, and until Avork(‘rs can make 
^^o<«d this red net ion hy more inteiisf* labour, tliey must face a reduction 
from the level of earuin«rs prevalent in the last few' years. On the 
otluT hand, prices liave fallen trreatly. and any reasonable reduction 
that w’ould )»e re<jnire<l on this account, w'ould not brini^ the W'orkers' 
piirehasinjr |>ow’er l)elow tin* level of only a few years back. There are 
indeed si^Mis that, in certain industries, jmrtieularly in the cotton 
textile industrv, tin* emplo,vers are eudeavourin" to .secure a reduction 
in wa^res hefon* any reduction of hours has heen otTered or enforced. 

I believe that even from the point of view of tliose in employment a 
reduetiiui in earnimjrs would be a reasonable price to pay for a reduction 
ill toil. The man who spends eleven hours a day in a factory 
throughout the year cannot he .said to live at all. He is a machine and 
he has not the eflfieieney of the machine nor ha.s he the incapacity of a 
machine for suffering'. 

But these are not the only facts that deserve consideration. There 
is a considerable measuri* of iinemjdoyment. Many men are idle. Many 
othe.*rs have their lives shadow'ed by the fear of idleness. To the one, 
reduction of hours would briu<r new prospects ; to the other, f^reatef 
'’ocurity. 

No\v, T would conclude with a special appeal-^and T much regret 
that my Honourable friend, Mr. Mody, is not liere today to give the^ 
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House the point of view of the industry he so ably represents. Nothing 
would give me personallj'' greater satisfaction than to find that in the 
time between now and the meeting of the Select CV)mmittee this issue 
has ceased to be a live one, because the i)rincij)al interests concerned 
have agreed to accept the sliorter hours. At present, as 1 said just now, 
there is only one industry which stands in the way, the cotton textile 
industry, and I am certain that, if the leaders of that industry would 
fall in line with the proposals embodied in this Bill, there would be 
little opposition from any other quarter. It is an industry on which 
re-organisation or, to use the more modern term, rationalisation lias been 
long urged from various ymrts of this llouse and by important sections 
of public opinion outside it, ami in which tlie need of increased efficiency 
all round is ])aramoun1. I venture to express the earnest hope that in 
the months that remain before the Select Committee meets, it may 
find itself able to introduee voluntarily a system which, after the initial 
adjustments have b(‘en made, will, I am certain, eonduee to the benefit 
of all concerned, and will give new hope to its many supporters and 
friends. I realise V(‘ry fully, and, as the llouse knows. I can claim 
some special knowledge of tiie industry, the difficulties against which it 
has to contend, especially in its most important centre, Bombay, in 
effecting a change of this ehara('ter owing to the absence of leaders who 
can s])eak witli any responsibility on behalf of labour. But I cannot 
believe that the ability and energy whicli built up that great industry 
are still not present today in sneh ample measun? that they will enable 
it to make the concerted effort necessary to overcome those difficulties. 

Sir, I move. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shanmukham Chettyj : Motion 
moved : 

flu- Bill to <'OiisnIi<lnt<.‘ niul the Inw ropuljitiiit; in r;i<‘torii.*8 

be to a Solcrt <'ommitt-.r ronsivtiiitr of Mr, .'MkIuI Matin (Miaudhury, Mr. S. C. 

Mitra, AT. A. llooji, .Mi. 11. P. AUmIv, Piwaii Bah:Hh;r iiarbilas Santa, Mr. .Xiaar .\ath 
Dntt, S. (\ Sen, .Mr. T, X. iJaniakrislina Ivcdili, Mr. (J. Morgan, Klian Paliib 
Shallrti nayjii Uaij IMrai'lsa, -Mr. X. M. Joslii, Mr. 8. (i. Clranlhain, Mr. (J. (Mow, 
Iiao lialiadnr M. ('. M.-ijalj and t!a- Mover, and tliat tin- nuin]M*r of inoinhors 'vhose 
presojn-f slia'l bo ni*( i 'S:'i v t(i 1 - 011^11101 «• ;i loooting of tin* (’oniniittiT .sliall la* li\('. ” 

Mr. T. N. Ramakrishna Reddi (Madras crdnl District and Chittoor : 
Nnn-Mnhijmmadan Kural) ; Sir, 1 want to sugg(\st a small amendment. 
I propr)so that, in place of my iicMim*, the name of Mr. K. P. Tliampan be 
substil iitfd. 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : I have no objection. 

Mr. Abdul M<Ttin Chaudhury (Assam : Muhammadan) : Sir, I rise 
to su]>port this motion. It is v(‘ry sjitisfactory to notice that labour legisla¬ 
tion lias hocorne a r(‘gnlar feJ-tuir o!’ the Assembly Session. During the last 
12 months, we have passed the Tea Districts Emigration Bill, Pledging 
of Child Jjahour Bill, Payment of Wages Bill, Land Aerinisition Bill 
and the Workmen’s Compensiation Bill. Now, there is another very, 
comprehensive m(;asnre to amend and consolidate the labour h^gislation 
in India. This measure, ?!ir, marks an imj.ortant land mark in the 
history of labour legislation in India. T do not know if the House re¬ 
alises that behind this steady flow of labour legislation from the Depart¬ 
ment of Industries and Lahnur, there lies the unremitting and unobtru- 
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sive work of my friend, Mr. Clow, and I want to take this opportunity of 
paying him my tribute of appreciation and admiration for the worjs: 
which he has been doing for the ameiioration of the conditions of labour 
in India. 

Now, Sir, I should like fii-st of all to deal with the scope of the Bill. 
Tills Bill deals with factories, and the factory is defined as a premise in 
which maimfacturiiig process is c»ii*ricd uu with the hel]) of not less than 
20 ])orsons. But I should like to see this definition extended in the direc¬ 
tion of reducing the numerical limit. I may remind the House that, as 
far back as 1877, when the first draft of the Factories Act was made, it 
included a wider definition of a factory. There a factory was defined as 
an estahlislinient in which certain manufacturing processes were carried 
on (|uite irrespective of the number of persons emjilo^’ed, and now, Sir, 
more than half a century later, the Government of India seem to be con¬ 
tent willi a definition which limits the factory to an establishment em¬ 
ploying not less than 20 i)ersoiis. The need for the revision of the Facto¬ 
ries Act is very urgent. In the evidence that has been adduced before 
the Itoyal (’ommission on Labour, witnesses have pointed out that the 
conditions in unregulated factories are generally worse than in the facto¬ 
ries which come under the operation of the Factories Act. In the^e 
factories, the buildings are usually insanitary, and in the buildings them¬ 
selves ventilation is very insufficient. Many of these factories work for 
unlimited hours, th(*y employ children of tender age and working condi¬ 
tions are i>re.iiKlicial to h(‘alth and safety of the workers. It is, therefore, 
necessary, Sir, that as large a number of factories as possible should be 
brought umliT the operation of the Factories Act. Sir, as a particularly 
flagrant instame of unregulated factories, T may cite the instance of 

hi(li factories wi^rking in Madras. The conditions there are revolting. 
In view of tliesi* eoiuliticuis in the bhli factories in Madras, the. Madras 
Youth League start(*d an impiiry into the conditions of labour in these 
factories, aijd the report of their inquiry has been incor]>orated in the 
evidence volume of the Report of the Royal Gommissiou on Labour. 

I .sliould like to read a short (’xtraet from that Report to show the condi¬ 
tions pi-evailing in the hidi factories in Madra.s. This is what it says : 

“ III short, till* ('oiolitioii of tlu* bovs ia tbosv fartorios is aothlao short of slavery 
of liio worst Ill thr roiirso of our suri*riso visits, not iiil’r.Mjuoiitly <li«l wf uioet 

with tlu- horritl of ooys with their <'fet i-haiiosl to loj;s of wooil. On iiujuirics we 

I'ouTid that this iiraotica* was (juitc ' oiiiiiioii and was intomiiMl to keep tho boys at v ork 

and not skulk awa^ oarlior th:in tho inastor was iiidiiu'd to let tluMU go. .\nd in s.uae 
of tin* factorii's wo ;iotu,'iIly .s.aw tho }»oys being siibjooto<l to (•or[»oral piinishnionts of 
the most sovoro typo, oven for siu h ordinary .arts of negligence as late coining or absence 
from work for a d;iy or two. In one factory in Triplicane. whicli we liappened to visit 
qmli* often owing to the ])roxi!Tiity to the oflice of our League, with tears in our eyes, 
times out of number we stood agh.ast and wondered witliin ourstdves whether nothing 
could be done to .save those boys from the clutches of that inhuman and brulai task 
masteo. Tn the factor^’ we are referring to, the nian.ager just in the hottest jiart of 
tho d;iy takes up a cane and goes on indiscriminately thrashing every boy in the factory. 
Por vrhat fault of the boys T For no f.anlt. Simply because the manager of the t.actory 
apprehends that the boys may bo inclined to feel drowsy and therefore his work is likely 
to auflfer if they are not whipp<*d np to activity with the help of the enno. This is .a 
daily occurrence. We a.sk whether a similar treatment of children of school going age 
can be found in any I'i^nlized country ? What has the Government been doing ? What 
is the Labour Department for ? Ts it not the duty of the Government to save these 
children from the perdition in which they are now* placed • *\ 

T want, Sir, that factories, where conditions like these prevail, should 
be brought under the operation of the Factories Act, quite irrespective 
of the number employed. 
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There is another direction. Sir, in wliicli I should like tliat the opera¬ 
tion of the Act should be extended. IMr. Adams, the Chief Inspector of 
Factories in Benjjal, in his meinorandiirn before the Koval Commission 
on Labour, sujrjrested that the workers in docks, jcdties, and railway sid- 
iufrs should also be included under the Fact<»iw Act. Ills arfrument was 
that their work invt)lv(’d urt at hazards, and there was no nsison why these 
workers should not pret tlu* benetiis oT the protection which is jriven to 
workers in factories. I iiope. Sir. tin* Stdect Committee will j^ive due 
eonsiderati(»u to these Mm’irestioiis. So much. Sir. about llie s(*ope of the 
Bill. . 

Kow. the most important change that has been made in the Bill ia 
witii rejiani to tlie hours of wc rk. At pn‘st‘nt the le^al hour i> lit). In 
the Bill, it is ])ro]a>sed to n'duee the honrs to 54. I may remind Honour¬ 
able Members that when the Washington (‘onferenc.o ado])ted 48 hours 
for workers foi* all iiidusirial countri«‘s, 60 htun*^ limit was fixed for India 
haviiii; iv^uml to the special comlition that is supposed to exist in this 
conntrA\ Now. Sir, many industrial countries liavo adopted tin* conven¬ 
tion of 48 hours a week. This r«‘comnienda1 ion f)f thf‘ Koval Commission 
of 54 hours a w(*ek is ne.t a.n unaiiiimuts recommendalion. ..My friend, 
Mr -loshi, and Mr. Chamaii Lrdl and Mi', ('liif have siipj»'>rt"d 4> hours a 
week for India, Now, whate ver justitication there may have* been for the re¬ 
commendation of tli(‘ Koval f'ommission of 54 hours a week, I think, as 
the IFononrahle Member in charjre has jiojnled out. (‘irenmstanees have 
clian^-ed since the Commission made its recommendation. A normal in¬ 
dust i-ial condition was the l»asis of the ivi'ommendation of the Koval Com¬ 
mission, and that normal eondition has been distnrhed very seriously by 
the world wirle defua'ssion.^ ft has ajjreravated llie prohhun of nnemt>loy- 
ment, and also the question of rednciiijr the hours of work ha.s Ixa-ome a 
burnin<? question with tli<' workers all the world over. This (pu'stion is 
now heiiitr examined not merely in its social asp(*et, 1o atTord more leisure 
to workers, but it is lanim' seriously considered in its er*onomic aspect as a 
means of relievin<i’ unemployuient. (5)nsidi*rinjj: the j^ravity of the situa¬ 
tion, the International Labour ConreiMice at Oeneva summoned a Tri¬ 
partite ]iref)aratory ConfciKmce in the early jairt of this year to deal with 
this question. I think in that ( onferenee all tlie States exeefit India were 
rcqiresented, and there they passed a resolution rocommemlin^ 4(/ liours 
a week as a means of relievinpf nnemployimmt. I am not jroiuf? to diseusa 
the social conseqnenc<*s of unemployment or its pernicious effects. But 
I think it will he pemu-ally reco^rnised that every effort should be made to 
afford opportunities of employment to as lar<j:e a numb(*r of workers as 
jinssible. In (*very counting very serious effmds are bein^ made to collect 
statistics about unemployment and to deal with this problem. In our 
country the unemployment is chronic : is on a titanic scale, and it 
baffles statisticians, and it is neces.sary that the ])rol)lem of reduciiit? hours 
of work should be viewed, not merely as a tem])orary expedient, but as a 
permanent measure. While tiie whole world is movinf? towards a 40 hours 
a week, I tliink the Government should give serious consideration to out 
suggestion of at least making 48 hours a week for India. Here 1 want to 
anticipate one argument which is usually employed by the employers with 
regard to the reduction of the hour,s of work. It is alw’ays urged that the 
reduction of hours of work should lie accompanied by a reduction in wages* 
also. The Labour Gommission, which recommend^ a reduction in the 
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hours of worlv, did not recoiiimcnd a simultaneous reduction, in wages 
also. lieduction of wages means a reduction in the purchasing power of 
the worker ; it means a reduction in his standard of life ; ajid surely, this 
is not tile object with whicii tlie Factories’ Act is being amended. The 
Geneva Fonfereuee, which dealt with this x>i’ohlem, have siieciheally re¬ 
commended that in any measure, that might he adopted tor giving effect 
to 40 hours a week, the standard oi' life of workers must maintained. 

Mr. B. Da,s (Orissa Division : Non-Muliammadau ) : May 1 just 
enquin* from my Ilonoiirahle friend whetlier he does not wish to accei^t 
a redui'lion in wages of workers in view of the low level of iirices pre¬ 
vailing ill tile eoiiiitiy 

Mr. Abdul Matin Chaudhury : dust to sliow' how' higher wages are 
compatible with i-etlueed w<»rkiiig imurs, I may draw t!ie attention of 
my Honourable i'riemi. Air. Das. ut what }iai>i>(‘iiing in AimM’ica today. 
They ba\e passi'd tbe IndusiriaJ Keeoverie^ Act. and General Johnson 
has heeji appointed win* AdminisiraPn* oi’ liml Aet. He h;is called U]>fm 
all indu.-trie>> in I'lriiislj (‘oile-^ foi* inci-easint!’ wages and j-edncing the 
hours (}f w<»il; 'fbe ^ir.'^l cod** that lias hemi produced umler that Act 
is tier ('(‘tt'in 'foxtile ('ode. and, iin<i**r that e«Mb\ the wages haw been 
inereased by ;10 pm- eent., :.ml ihi- Imurs of wi-rk !imv«‘ bfM*ii re«ln(*e«l by 
25 per eeni. .\giiin. m lln* ('.'m* of tie* ste*‘i indusiry. tIh'\ have lixed 
working lio!:i> ai 4u in iir^- a ii w.m sMggest*-d to Oen.-ral 

Johnson tliiit ‘'f‘ siaadd ad»tpt ]innr> a w<*'*I: i ** r^'fiiM^d T * consider 
that p?‘op<jsiiinii ;iMiI sai<i il \\a^ 1 <m» Imig. In vir*w of all tliese facts, 
it sounds !ik** an anaenronism lo suggest l.*nurs a wecdv for India, but, 
our condititms In'ing what they are. wr slimild bt* grateful if even this 
modest uigyestiop of mirs is adopw*d. 

Condiig next to !iie qin^stion of health aud safety, it is satisfaelory 
to find that the (iovt rnment have inveNte«i tlie h’aetory Insjieetor with 
pow(*r to adopt nnsisni-es for mitigating oxiM*ssi\’(* temperature in 
factories. It is also sa!isfactory ll;at they have given power to tin* Hoeal 
Government to deinaml a certificate of sta!»iliiy when m'W lutihling^ are 
constructed or any ^tlaicllira! alteration is uimle. Hiit 1 liave not ht* ti 
able to ninleistand why tin* (Jovernment have declined to give the TiOcal 
Governnicnl powe?* to is^ne welfare t»rders. The Ih>yal ('oimnission was 
very imicli inipi’esscd with tin* us**ftihiess ami efficacy of these orders 
from their experi»*nee in Fiighind and tlnw reeomnieiulod that tin* Tjec;d 
G()V(*rnnien1 slmuld lie given power to issue welfare ordei*s iu matters 
pertaining to the welfare of the work(*rs. The reason given in the 
statonient of ()l)j(*(ds and U(*ason.s is unc<iuviiicing. With regard to 
health and safety, there is another amendment that I sliould like to 
sugg(‘st in tin* Factories’ Act, which has not boc'n made—T am ref(‘rring 
to tlie (piestioii of compulsory ]u*ovision for maternity benefit. In the 
Bombay Presidency, the maternity Act is in force. 

Mr. A. G. Clow : (Oovennnent of India : Xoinin’ated Official) : And 
elfiewhere. 

Mr. Abdul Matin Chaudhury : In the Central Provinces, I iinder- 
jStand, the one non-official Member introduced a Bill, but I do not know 
if it was passed there. In the Bihar and Orissa Council a non-official 
Itesolution was passed by that Council to the effect that compulsory 
maternity benefit should be introduced. In this House also, my Honour¬ 
able friend, Mr. Joshi, introduced a Bill which was unfortunately thrown 
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out on the second reading. Employers like Sir Sorabji Mehta and the 
Government of Madras favour an all-India legislation for comj)ulsory 
maternity benefit, and T tliink provision should be made for that either 
by an amendment of the P^actories’ Act or by another separate all-India 
legislation. These are some of the ]>()ints that J Avanted to raise at 
present. As the Bill is going to be referred to a Select Committee, 
I reserve a more detailed criticism for that occasion. 

Mr. G. Morgan (Bengal .- p]iii*()])ean) : I must congratulate the 
Honourable Member in charge on the clear way in wJiicli he lias jiJaced 
the provisions of this Bill, before the House. At the outset I would say 
that J welcome this Bill as there is no doubt the tiim* has come for a 
revision of labour conditions. I need not go back to the days wlien the 
last labour legislation was passed ; the world has changed so considerably 
since 1929, economic conditions have changed so enormously that the 
employers have at last come to the eonelnsion that hibour is human and 
that labour cannot lu* utilised merely as a machine and watres paid 
simply on the iinndier of jieople who (-(mit' forward for employment, and 
the lowest wage j)ossibIe given. That. 1 think, has entirely changed at 
the present tlay. 

I\Iy Honourable friend, who has jii.st spoken, has drawn attention to 
the position in the I’nited States of America. There it is ratliei* dilVcnuit. 
Then*, there is tlie idea <»f partnership between the emjiloyers in tlic in¬ 
dustry and tbe Government in fin* first insfatiei*. The industry itself 
has to put up what it thinks it can do in tlie way of wair^'s. lahour, and 
so on ; the (.Jovernmenl criticise their scheme ami, if tiny are satisfii.>d, 
they aece]»t it. If in»t satisfied, tin* (i<»vernment put up proposals of 
their own and tiny both come to an arrangmnent. However, it is im¬ 
possible to work on tliose lines in India at the ])rest‘nt moment, but, at 
the same tinn* everything is lending to a reduction of the hours of 
labmir, and a v<*ry iinportanl r‘hapt*‘r in this Bill, (’hapter T\’, deals M'ith 
that subject. ]\ry Honourable friend, the Dei)nty iM’es!d(‘nt. mentioned 
the AVashington (Vmvention. Now. tin* diftieiilty, with regard to the 
Wasliington Gnnventifm and other convoitions of that description [)nt 
forward hy the International Labour Bin-eau at Geneva, is to ‘i:r*t all 
countries to agr(*e to them. Fnless all countries w(*rk more or less ('ii 
a comparative basis, it is very diflicnlt for one country or two cfuintries 
or tliroe countries to say AVe will work so many hours ” when the 
oth(*r countries say : AVe will work as long as we like AVe cannot 

com]dain, if their costs are so low, that they comiiete with the products 
of our industries which are working on a lower scale of liours. At the 
same time 1 feel so strongly about tbe hours of labour, it is to be boju»d 
that the other countries wdll ado])t the attitude which many countries 
have adojited, that lahour cannot work the hours that it has heon working 
in the past. 

Mr. B. Das : AVhieh countries, do you mean, China or Japan or 
European countries ? 

Mr. G. Morgan : At the present moment, Japan has not ratified 
3 pm AVashington Convention and are up against 

various^ difficulties with that country at the present 
moment. T am not quite sure whether T caught the remarks of my 
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Honourable friend, the Deputy President, correctly, just now about 
machinery. I understood him to say something about the regulation of 
machinery. If that is so, it is a point which will probably be brought 
forward in the SeJect (.^onimittee. I do not want to stress it at the 
moment, but under present conditions it is very evident that some steps 
may have to be taken in that direction. The Ilonouraljle Member in 
charge made a very pointed remark when he said that without an effi¬ 
cient and contented labour force, employers could not expect their in¬ 
dustry to flourish, and 1 should like to endorse that with all the emphasis 
at my command. This Act provides for the safety, regulation of hours, 
and so on. which will go n Jong way to build up an efficient and contented 
labour force. There is no doubt that 30 to 31 hours a day of Avork for 
labour is too long and, if it were ]K)ssible t^ come to an unanimous agree¬ 
ment among employers of labour throughout tlie world for shorter hours of 
Avork, it Avould be very welcome, but 1 must emphasize the fact that it 
cannot la* dfjiie only in i.solated cases, iinle.ss av(‘ are preT)ared to run the 
risk of our industri(‘s being so com])cted against that they cannot continue 
to Avork. 1 would like to endorse the remarks Avliieh fell from tin* Ilonour- 
abb* Meinlier in (diarge and express the hoi)e that the cotton textile 
industry will really do their b<*st to amelioratt* the conditions of labour 
in that industry. The days are g<»ne when Udxun* was treated \>urely 
as a inaeliine. Labour must be treated as human and (‘mjdoyers. must 
do their utmost to givt' la!>our a fair wage in renirn for its Avork, Avhieh 
must l)<‘ I’egulated in aeeo?’(lan(*<‘ with prices aiul living expenses. 1 do 
not Avant 1(t go into details pdiieh will be tbi*asbed out in tin* Select 
Cnmniillee, Tliei’c is no doubt that Lbaplers IV ami V are a unvat 
advfinee ill the b‘gislation Tor labour in Imlia ami the pr()vi^ions (rf 
(diaptei* Ill do llie nimost to ‘safeiruard the lu'altb ami safety (»f tlie 
Avorkers in I’aetoi’ies. With tlies<* remarks, I ^-uppoi't the motion for 
Seb'ct ('oiiiniittee. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh ».Mnzaffarpiir afi/i (’liamparan : Xoii- 
^Miibammadan : Sir. 1 join my frituid. ^Ir. Morgan, in eon lhm tula ting 
the lloMonrabb* .Meml»er in charge for liaA’ing limbered in tins im])ortant 
pit‘ee of legislation wliieli is designed to seeni’i' bnmanilarian ennditi«)ns 
for the labour po]>ulatioii working in factories. 1 also associate mysidf 
Avilli tlie nuiiarks whieli fell from the Honourable the Ttt']mty President 
Avlien he eon])l(‘d the name of Mr. LIoav in ecuinection Avith the labour 
le dslation Avliieb has emanated so many times from tlu’ Department of 
Jiidustries ami Labour. My llononrabb* fritmd, the Deputy President, 
lias snbjei'ted the provisions of this Dill to an exhaustive eritieism, and 
he is (piite eonipettuil to do so having made a special study of the sub¬ 
ject. 1 do not Avant to cover the ground which has been traversed by 
him, blit I recognise that this ])iece of legislation is an adA'anee upon 
the present state of things so far as the labour conditions in this country 
are concerned. 

This Dill provides among other things for the medical inspection of 
the workers, and the proper ventilation of the premises Avhere the 
Avorkers are employed. Clause 38 refers to the proA’ision of cooling 
apparatus, and clause 19 seeks to prevent overcrowding of Avorkers in 
a labour factory, (dause 23 refers to the proAusion of adecpiate Avater 
«iippj.v. Hiid clause 2;') refers to fencing of machinery, and so on. Clause 
29 gives poAver to the Local Government to prohibit a child from Avork:- 
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ing in a specified class ot* factories. This is also a very important pro¬ 
vision ill this Bill, and is calculated to secure the healtli and the well¬ 
being ol young children who arc made to woi*k in the factories at a 
very early age. \\ ith regard to clauses 3o and 37, I feel that the hours 
of work is a little lojiger. I do not know whether it would be possible 
in tlie Select ('(unniJitec to go into this matter very carefully, and to 
see whether more relief to tlie labourers could be given in tliis'direction. 
1 am spoakiinr. of course, off-hand witJiout studying the labour condi¬ 
tions ill the legislation of other eonnirios. But this is a matter which 
should be threshed out in the Seleet CV»inmittce. 

Now, clause 17 pi’cseribos that extra pay shoiibl be given 1o Avorkers 
for Avorking ov(‘r-tiuie or for \v(‘rkiug on Sundays which arc declared 
as holidays. I am sorry that the cotton textil(‘ industry in this country 
has nf'l seen it til to iiitrotluce whol»‘sonic labour I'onditions in tlu'ir 
factories. Tin* warning wliieli has b(‘en ultcM'cd !»;• my Ifououi'able 
friend. Sir Frank .\oyce, will, f lu pt*. have tlio de<i?*.-.l result, and 
labour coiidiiious in this indiistr\ will ;.;<-m*raily improve to an <‘x1ent 
wliieli will s(*ci.’ro lubaiuato huuuinitarian col!t!ition^ to the labour 
populati<»]i V. orUdej in factories. This l»ill is basod on tlie recom¬ 
mendations of the K’oyal Commission «ui l.aboiir. 1 r»*gret that niy 
friend, Mr. doslii. is m»t luu-e a^ in* would have s])ok*Mi with s'-uie 
authority on tin* snl>j<‘ci. ]5ut | fi»ul IliaJ. on tln.‘ wliob*. witliovit 
committiinj* myself to all the provisions .at the paa-sfuji stair**. 1 am 
pre]»ared to let this Ibll go to tlie Sehud (Nmnuitlee. 

An Honourable Member : If you bd ibi^ Bill go to tin* S<dect (huu- 
mittee. you aia* fU'coptjug the prineipb* of it. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Yes. i aeet‘])t wii<»h*}M*arte.lly tin* ])rinciple 
of Ibis Bill Avhieli aims ai securing a hnmanitariau impi’ovrmeiP in ih“ 
conditions of the labour jioyndation of this erninirv. ! timl from the 
preamble of this Bill that it aims to consolidate ami amend tin- law 
regulating labour factories : and the provisions which 1 have reatl <»ut 
are «lesigned I(i secure imf)rov<*d eonditions frir the labfuirers who an* 
Avorking in the fadoric's at tin* yirestud moment. I, ther»*fon*. Avliole- 
heartedly su]i]>ort the princiyilc of the Bill. 1 Imp** that whatever 
deficiencies t}n*rc nii'jlit be in some of the e)ans<*s or what<*v(*r* otluT 
improv(‘men1s may b«* deemed to lie necessary will be ear**fully lo«»lve<| 
into by Hie Select F*»mmitfec, and, Avlicn the Bill comes out from tin* 
Select CVnumittee. T ho|)e. ii Avill be an aeceptable piece of lf*gislation in. 
the interests of the lalionr population of this country. 

Dr. Ziaiiddin Ahmad Hlnitcd Provinces Sontborn Divisimis : Mii- 
hammtidan Rural! : Sir, T am neither a capitalist nor do T represent 
labour. I represent the poor tax-payer and consumer. Therefore, 
I AAull take a dispassionate vicAV of the Avhole situation. Since T came 
to the Assembly, Ave have been bombarded Avitb all kinds of labour 
legislation, legislation for re.sfrieting the freedom and liberty of the 
people, legislation for increasing the taxation and the cost of living 
of the poor consumers. T have not seen a single Member of the Treasury 
Benches producing any legislation by means of Avhicb the people might 
become more prosy)erous, by means of which the nation-building depart¬ 
ments might be strengthened and also by means of Avhich the economic 



condition of the people might be improved. Sir, much has been said 
and good many Members have posed themselves as the champions of 
labour. But when they began to define their attitude, they simply 
concentrated their attention on labour engaged factories and Govern¬ 
ment Service. But a very large number of labourers in India are 
really tfie agricultural labourers and I would like to ask my Honourable 
friend on the otlnu* sitle of the House what have they done to improve 
tile condilinn of the agrienltiiral labourers. The number of the 
labourers in factories is very small not even one in ten thousand as 
eoinf)ar(*(l to the iiiiinber o*' labounn-s working (»m the agricultural fields. 
Aovr, 11 h)S(‘ |»eopli‘ are ‘rt tlnig e'. • n one nit'al a (iay. Von are looking 
after the lioaltii of faetoiy w‘»rKeis so that these persons may not suffer 
from diseases, but what liav<* you done for tin* agricultural labourers 
who are starving in millions ? Whenever any (piestion with regard to 
ttie agricultural labourers is brought on the floor of the House, the 
Members on tlie Treasury Bene.hes remain silent, I would like to say 
one tiling and J don’t m(‘an to make any reference to Mr. Clow, for 
whom I have groat respect, not only because he re]>rescnts my province, 
hut also because he is a brother mathematician and wo were contempo¬ 
raries in (Tunbridge. I em])hasise the faet that the recommendations 
of (’ommissions, must be examined on behalf of Government by persons 
who have ndther born members, nor the Secretaries of Commissions. 
They must be examined by disinterested men. ('ommissions sometimes 
take one sided view' and outsiders ean interpret in tin* tw'o perspective. 
As an illustration, I W'ould like to give in example a ease given by my 
friend. .Mr. Abdul Matin Chaudhury, about the employment of child 
labour. But, before T give that illustration, T Avnuld like to narrate a 
story. A p<*rson dri'arnt something and said that half of his dream was 
e(»rroe1 and lialf was iin'orreet. People asked him what his dream w'as. 
He said ; “ One man gave me a slap and also a rupee. But, when I 
got up, I had the mark of the slap, but the rupee was missing.” The 
■<anie is the ease with this (piestion of ehild labour. Commissions and 
siifiporters of labour always emphasise, folloAving the examph^ of 
Bnro])e, that eliildron -lionld not be (unployed in labour, but they 
forL^'t one im 7 >ortan! tiling. To Europe rliey have eom])ulsory ednea- 
lio’i. Boys are ext)e.‘te<l iu visit ordinary s(*lio(‘ls and industrial 
schools, and 1b(*y are not (‘.Njieeti'd to work in factories. The ease is 
different in India We have no jirovislon f(»r ('ompulsoi'y edueatioii. 
j”l;M'es aro provi<j,.,J jn s«*lh't»l fi-»- alnint 7 i>er e«*ot. of the eliildrt'ti. 
tin* remaining eliihlren remain at home o*- w'aste tim** in unhealthy 
Soejeties. S(», if you do not employ lliem in factories, th(*ir morals will 
lw‘ spoilt, ir y«Mi provide s«*ho.>ls for them, then I will e(*rtainly endorse 
all lljese n'(*ommen(lat ions .about ebild bibom. But you t)rovide in* 
oeenpalioti for them, no seftools. no healtliy reeia*atjon ; yet, at the 
same lime, you come forward and say that tlit*y should not even take 
^oim* work. 'Pin*!) yon are iu't showing any kindness to them. You wdll 
be spoiling onr (*hilfiren and they will not lx* good and industrious labourers 
aftPTwvards. Sir, one very important point has been ignored by all the 
speakers wdio have discussed this (piestion. In European countries, tbp 
work is done by m(*ans of machinery. In India, the work is done by 
means of hand. The work done by means of maeliinery in India is 
infinitesimal as compared to the work done by hand. If you increase 
the cost of labour, them the cost of production will be increased. Then 
L295LAP ^ 
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I Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad.] 

wc will not be able to compete with other couiitries which arc produciiij:r 
in large quantities by means of factories. The next thing which also 
should be borne in mind is that the strain on a labourer working in 
factories is much greater than the strain on a man who is working in 
cottage industries by means of his hands. 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : T am sorry to int(*rrupt the 
Honourable Member, but that is exactly the reason* why we are consi¬ 
dering this legislation. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : The strain is much less in Hu* cast* of cottage 
industries than it is in the case of machinery. So it is not fair to ap])ly 
the same rule about the hours of work in the case of cottage industries 
to tlie labourers in these factories. 


I should like to draw the attention of the House to clause 5 of the 
Bill which perhaps the Select Committee might {liter. The clause reads : 


(/) Notwithstanding anything contained in clause (j) of section 2, the Local 
,, .. 1 1 ^ Government njav, bv notification in the local oftii-ial Qazi^tte, 

Power to declare simall nreiins<*s whereon .a manufacturinij process is 


ventures to be factories. 


preiiiisi's whereon .a manufacturing process is 
carried on, whether with or without lln‘ aid of power, and 
whereon, on any one day of the twelve months ]>recediiig the notification, ten or more 
workers w’ere cmiiloyed, to be a factory for all or any of the purjioses of this Act. 


Even if you emidoy ten persons even for oni‘ day in a year, tlien it 
becomes a factory and all the rules of this legislation will be applicable 
to it. This is a v(*ry hard provision, because wc always employ' ten 
pers(.'ns even in i\ very small undertaking of domestic nature. Sir, I am 
not opposed to giving lacilitics to labour and 1 do not stand to op])().se 
this measure*. But for goodness stike, I do bes(M*eh that we should have 
certain principles on wliich we should proceed to legislate. In the 
legislation before us 1 see lack of prineij)les. What Is the principle under¬ 
lying this Bill ? Do you want' to unite all tlu' labour in India and make 
them work against the capitalists .so that there ma.v be collision between 
the two, ea))italists dragging “on one sid(‘ aPd labour dragging on the 
otlier 1 Is this tlie situation that y'oii visualise for this country' ? You 
have y)la.nted on our soil a number of w'estern institutions. This tug-of- 
war between capital and labour was unknown in India before the advent 
of the British institution. Formerly' there were no troubles between the 
employer and the employee. Their interests were identical and they 
helped each other as if members of the same family’. It is only after the 
European institutions were implanted in our land that these troubles 
arose. Hitherto the capitalist and labour were living in peace. The 
capitalist looked after the interest of labour and the labour worked loyally 
for the emydo.ver. It is only now that the tug-of-war has increased day 
by' day between the emyiloy’^er and the employee. There should be certain 
yirinc.iplos that should guide us in the matter of this legislation. I sub¬ 
mit that we should work on two principles. The fir.st is this. If the 
labourers work harder and more profit is realised by the eayiitalists, then 
the profit should not be the sole property of the capitalists, but it' should 
be distributed proportionately amongst ail persons who have contributed 
to earn the profits. That is to say, the capitalists may have a certain 
proportion of the profit, say, equivalent to the bank rate of interest or 
slightly’’ higher, and the balance should be given m bonus to all the persons 
who were engaged in that particular trade and who helped to secure 
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thill i»r()fit. That, I consider to be one way in w];Lich this problem could 
be solved. But no attempt has been made till now in any Legislature so 
that the excessive profits of the capitalists could be divided among the 
workmen and others who helped to earn this excessive profit. If this is 
dom*, the w^orkers w'ould willingly come forward and do the work cheer¬ 
fully and thereby reduce tlie cost of j)roduction which will result in the 
increase of profits to the employers and labourers. That profit will be 
divided not ordy tlie ow^ners of factories, but also by the persons who 
help in producing th(? things. This is one method by which you can 
really solve tin? t)roblem of capitalists and labour. Can my Honourable 
friend, the Labour Member, even think of imposing 48 or 54 hours on 
liimstdf "! The second way in which we can solve the problem is by the 
niethod followeil hy Hitler in Oermany. There he is trying to unite 
ea))ital and labour. It is rather a curious thing that he does not believe 
in these international labour unions uniting together, nor in international 
capitalists uniting together. He w’ants all the peo))le in Geniiariy to 
unite together, capitalists and labour. I would not preach the example 
of Kussia, because this example, to my mind, is bound to fail. It will 
never siic(‘(‘(*d in any part of the world. Some peox)le believe that 
Bolshevism may find its way into this country. But I never believe that 
i1 w’ill. I think Bolshevism will get itself drowned sooner or later in 
the Ilaltie Sea. J liavi* got my oAvn reiusons for thinking so and, if 
necessary, I (!an substantiate what 1 siiy. Tluse ari* th(‘ two methods by 
w’hieh we can solve the problem of capital and labour. The method 
whieli the Department of Labour is xnirsuing is not the right method. 
Tlity are simply following the recommendations of a Commission which 
they a|)pointed. The Commission lias sirii}dy copied the drawbacks of 
eafiital and labour in Euroj^ean countries and attempted to plant all those 
drawbai'ks on our soil. It is a fundamental mistake that the Government, 
iiist(‘atl of going forward, should be going backward and we ought to be 
ver\- c^ireful about tht‘ methods we xmrsui* in this country in the matter 
of Uie solution of tiic labour jiroblcm. We have already had enough of 
tlu*.se labour legislations, iuid let ils liave some legislation to improve 
the ceonomic prosperity of our country and let us have some legislation 
so tJiat w(* may have our daily bread, whicJi we are not having. Let us 
have .some legislation so that agricultural labourers can get two meals a 
day which is deniis] to many. The Government are doing uotliing for 
ihem. The Government are really raising the cost of production and 
making life iiujre comxilicatcd than it is at present, ^ly Honourable 
I'rimid may siiy that if you do not have any legislation, then the workers 
will go on .strike. 1 submit' that this strike is itself a western institution 
which was unknown to us before the British came to this country. First 
you have jiroduced a situation and then you want to find a solution. 

Mr. B. Das : Sir, 1 wish to refer only to one passage in the speech 
of my Honourable friend, Mr. Abdul Matin Chaudhury. I congratu¬ 
late him on his able defence of the cause of labour and I regret that my 
Honourable friend, Mr. Jashi, is not here to speak on the floor of this 
House in the cause of labour and put forward his views. My Honour¬ 
able friend, the Deputy President, said that we in India should follow’ the 
American practice and reduce the working hours of the w’orkers and, at the 
same time, increase their w^ages. Sir, I do not know if India today or ten 
years hence or twenty years hence—even if w’e have a socialist Govern¬ 
ment as advocated by Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru were set up, —T do not 
know^ if India would adopt the American method. I understand the 
LS05I4AD eS 
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socialist doctrines of Pandit Jawaharlal not in the way that my Honour¬ 
able friend. Dr. Ziauddin, docs. If I understand Pandit Jawaharlal pro¬ 
perly, he wants the income of all people to be equal and that people should 
adopt the simplicitj^ of rural life. But my Honourable friend, the Deputy 
President, wants leas working hours and, at the same time, higher wages 
for the working classes. He does not understand why the Iloiionrable 
Sir Frank Noyce referred to the fact that wages also should he rationalised 
if in no industry, in the (Vitton Textile Industry. Sir, I have no defence 
for the millowners in tliis country, but, I submit, if the millo\vii(M*s today 
are siifTering from certain diseases, one of the diseases happens to be 
the high wages that they i>ay to their workers. 

Mr. B. V. Jardhav (Bombay Central Division : Non-Muhammadan 
Rural) : Is that really so ? 

Mr. B. Das : That is m3’ view, but I should like to be corr(‘c1ed b3’ my 
Honourable friend when he speaks. If we look at the index ])riees of 
food stutfs and other commodities that the working classes need today, we 
find that although a few months ago it was almost the same' as the pre- 
wai level, today it is soniothing above 10 to 12 per cent, higher. Bui 
what are the wages in the factories ? There also the wages have gom* veiy 
high. T do not sai’ that the wages should go to the pre-war level. That 
is not rai’ intention. At the siime time, T sav’ those high rates of wages 
came into existence ow’ing to strikes in factories and also liigh ](»vcl of 
prices after the Great War. The wages should be revised ami ihe employ¬ 
ers have the right to seek the co-operation of the representatives of 
labour in India. The labour in India can accept a rational basis of wages 
so that the industries do really j)rosper and so that the indus1ri(‘s do not 
come so often to my Honourable friend, the Commerce Member, for pro¬ 
tection. If industries clamour for more protection, one of tlie (*vils today 
is that the Indian workers are getting a scale of wages which is ijot com¬ 
mensurate with the standard of living of all the peoj)le in the (*ountr,v 
and which is not commensurate with the effieiencA’ of the particular in¬ 
dustries. Three A’ears ago, Ave clamoured for retrenchment in all de])art- 
ments. The salaries of high officials of GoA’crnment avctc also reduced, 
but 1 hav^ not found that the representatives of labour, eitlier in BombaA’ 
or ('Calcutta or Coimbatore or ^ladras, have accepted or ha'^c come for- 
AvaT'd flnunselA’cs to saA^ that the ])riee level has gone doAvn and they will 
accept a loAv scale of AA’ages. T am not offering an\’ criticism to throw cold 
water on tua' Honourable friend, Mr. Abdul Matin Chaiidhurv’, or on the 
reprcsentatiA’cs of the AvorkfTs, but 1 think the time has conn* when Ave 
have to face fairh’ and squarclA’ the fact tliat the liigh Avages that an* 
prevalent in the f.aetories and mills do contribute* te) the ])revent clamour 
among the industrialists for protection or for not improving Tin* erjiidi- 
tion of tiie working classes or for not redneii'g the prices of articles ]>ro- 
dnerd !Ma’ Honourable friend, Mr. Abdnl Matin (''baudhurA', knoAvs that 
even the prices of cotton piece-goods are todaA’ almost at tin* sann* pric'.e 
or 10 or To per cent, higher than thcA’ were before tb(» war or in tin* early 
period of the Avar. Prices have gone down and the Avorking class(*s, I 
believe, are reall3^ national They do not live on foreign articles, so 

for them the price level has gone down as low as possible. If avo in our 
daily life have accustomed ourselves to adopt a lower standard of living 
than we were accustomed to three or four years ago owing to the great eco¬ 
nomic depression that is affecting the world and India, I do appeal to the 
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workiug classes that they will see their w^ay to accept a lower rate of wages 
so that the industries can be self-sup])orting and, at the same time, those 
wlio control these industries can give them the benefits which my Honour¬ 
able friend, Sir Prank Noyce, has provided for them in this Factories 
Bill. Sir, 1 join in congratulating the Honourable Member for Industries 
and Labour and also my Honourable friend, Mr. Clow, for bringing out 
this Pactj^ries Bill so expeditiously. I hope it will reeeive unanimous sup¬ 
port from all sides, from the rei)resentatives of labour as well as the veteran 
fighters on behalf of the capitalists in this House. 

Mr. B. V. Jadhav : Sir, 1 am sorry that the President of the Mill- 
owTmrs’ \ssoeiation is not at this time present in the House. Had he been 
here, my friend, Mr. B. n<as, would have been a thorougJi democrat. Now 
h(* ?*ealis(‘s the responsibility of a.ssuming the rolt‘ of a democrat and a 
pintocrot at the saim* time. 

I At this .stage, JNIr. President (The llonoural)h* Sir Slianmukham 
Cli(‘1ty; vacated the Chair which was then occupied by Mr. Deputy I^re- 
sident (Mr Abdul Matin Chaudhury).] 

Am! his speech just now has convinced me of tlie triitl* of the allega- 
tif)n hy .Mi*. .Mody that Mr. 1>. Das is at heart a eapitali.st. 

Mr. B. Das : 1 am only an engineer, J am not a ca])ilalis;. 

Mr. B V. Jadhav ; All that Mr. Das urges is that tlie labourers in 
the faeloi’ie.^*, specially tin* weaving factories in Bombay and Ahrnedabad 
T lliink. slionld a<‘ee]*t a !o\\<‘r .scale of wages. It is a very good suggesiion 
indeed ! But has my Honourable friend, Mr. B. Das, ever laid Ids feet 
in the e!ia\Nls occupied by the labourers ? 

Mr. B. Das : I lived in Bombay for ten years. 

Mr. B. V. Jadhav : In Malabar Hill ? Most of the capitalists are 
living in Malabar Hill as Mr. B. Das onee did ; and from that high hill 
perhaps he looked at Pare) and other localitie.s inhabited by mill hands 
and is now drawing a v«*ry rosy picture r)f tin* splendid condition in which 
they ar(' living and he considers that a reduction of 10 or !20 per cent, of 
the wages woiild md matter vt*ry nnieh. 

Mr. B. Das : I did not say tliat, I only appealed. 

Mr. B. V. Jadhav : A"ou may appeal, but the empty stomachs can¬ 
not accept that api>eal. If you want to appeal. a])peai to the capitalists 
who are rolling in lb)l]s-li<)yees and are living in expensive bungalows on 
Malabar Hill. The.se poor men do not get a decent room to live in ; the 
rents in Ihmihay are very excessive, and the labourers and llieir wives 
and eldldrcfi have to liuddle tb<*inselves togetlu'r so much so tliat the area 
they inhabit is the slum area. There is a very heavy mortality from tuber- 
culos^-:, and the infant mortality and the mortality among the mateniity 
cases is simply iippalling. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : May I ask the Honourable Member one ques¬ 
tion ? Have the Government clone anything to solve the housing problem 
in Bombay ? It is certainly not the business of millowners. 

Mr. B. V. Jadhav : That is a different question altogether. I ain 
neither an advocate of Government nor an accuser of Government. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : Is it not the legitimate duty of Goveriimenit 
to solve the housing problem and not of the capitalists f 
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Mr, B. V. Jadhav : That will be out of place on this occasion. 

Sir, I was saying that in these circumstances it is very dithcult to 
ask the labourers to accept a lower scale of wa^es. If an appeal is to be 
made, it ought to be made to the capitalist to accept lower dividends and 
lower profits. My Honourable friend. Dr. Ziaiiddiii, wants to have facto¬ 
ries working on the co-operative principle. I do not think. Sir, tliat the 
climates oF India is suitable for the co-operative principle. \Ve%ave got 
in operation here the principle of co-oiieration of the wolf with the lamb. 
The wolf said to the lamb : “ C’ome on, let ns make a pact and we shall 
work together.” The foolish lamb accepted the proposal and tin* next 
day the lamb was found inside the wolf. That is tin* sort of co-oj)eralion 
that is prevalent in India, and my friend. Dr. Ziauddin, has been extolling 
the present situation and he wants to bring about a millenium. lie said 
that in ancient India there were no strikc.s, there wen* no ‘piawels among 
the enijiloyers and employees. But what was the conditioji of tin* em¬ 
ployees ? They did not know their rights ; there was nobody to tell them 
what their riglits were. They worked merely as slaves and ttn*y ultimately 
died as .slaves. They could not raise a voice; they could not unite, br*caii.se 
they were not allowed to unite. The condition of slaves iti America and 
other itarts of the world, where slaver^" was rampant, was also of the same 
sort. The slaves were not allowed to unite ; the slaves were iiot cdlowed 
to go on strike, and so the labourers in ancient India w’ere not allowed to 
go on strike and were not allowed to unite. 

I remember the days when in Bombay a mill labourer was obliged to 
work for sometimes III or 14 hours a day, and Sunday was not at that time 
prescribed as a compulsory holiday. The first Factory Commission intro¬ 
duced some benefits, but even now the legal hours of work are ten a day. 
Yon can imagine what the effect is when the labourer has to work in 
a warm atmosphere continuously for twelve or ten hours. 1 welcome the 
change that is now introduced in the Bill that the weekly number of hour., 
of work should be reduced to 54 ; and 1 join with my Honourable friend, 
Mr. Abdnl Matin Chaiidhury, in urging that the hours should be reduced 
etill further to 48, and not stop at 54. 1 should like to say something 

about the word “ factory ”. In clause 2, the definition of ” factory ” 
has been modified so as to cover those establishments which, although they 
employ more than 20 persons, do not employ that number simultaneously. 
What is the definition put in here f 

* Factory ’ means any premises whereon a manufacturing process is carried on 
with the aid of power, and wliereon twenty or more workers are working, or were 
working on any day of the preceding twelve months but does not include a mine subject 
to tne operation of the Indian Mines Act, 1923.** 

T do not think that the word simultaneously ** has been introduced 
in that definition. 

Mr. A. G. Clow : It has been omitted. 

Mr. B. V. Jadhav : I see. The condition of the labourer is very 
bnd indeed, and the Members of the Labour Commission drew fhe same 
conclusions. It is a matter for congratulation that Government are tak¬ 
ing seriously to labour legislation and doing so much for ameliorating 
the condition of the poor labourers. Maternity benefits are now allowed 
by hyislstion in Bombay and the same thing has beep , done in some- other 
Presidencies. I wish that the Government of India would undertake 
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ion on this subject and make the benefits available for labourers 
all over the country. With these few words, I support the motion. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt (Kurdwan Division : Non-Muhammadan 
Rural) : Sir, T rise to support the principle.s of the Bill and am of 
opinion that it should jro to Select Committee for consideration. Men 
of different widely diverj^ent views have spoken about the merits and 
demerits of the Bill. The la})oiir le.'uler, the Honourable the Deputy 
Pr(*sident, Avho adorns th(‘ Chair at the prc^sent moment, has stated his 
views before tin* House. Cnfortunately, thoufrh T was not present at 
th(* time of' liis speech, still 1 ean well imagine what was ui)permost in 
his mind, eonsiderinir his aetiA'ities about the welfare of the labour 
population. That ^reat social reformcT from the ])rr»vinee of Bihar, my 
friend, Mr. (Java J^rasad Sin^rh, has also stated his views. We know his 
activities have always conduced to the benefit of the people at large in 
this country and his zeal for social reform has kept him away from his 
hom(‘ for months and years, lie has been attempting of late to humanise 
the Penal (\)(h‘ by doing away with capital ]mnishment : I do not know 
Avhether be will lay bis band fui otlier obnoxious sections of the Penal 
CV>dt‘ and also have tliem eliminated fr<»m our Statute-book. Then we 
have h(‘ard that great engineer who now elaims to be a socialist, 
Mr. B. Das. He lias asked us to reduce the wages as we have reduced 
our own standards of living. If I may he ])ermittefl to say anything 
personal, without meaning any offence, I may say that example is better 
than ])r(.*eept. 1 have seen Mr B. Das for the last ten years, and I can 

say tliat his wants have increased day by day and his luxuries also. 
1 saw lum with a <lirty klxiddar coat when he first came to the Assembly, 
but now I find him . 

Mr. B. Das : Only in party meetings. 

Mr. Amar Natb Dutt : In pnrty meetings and in the Assembly also 
in that bine khoddar. He has asked for lowering the wages of labour. 
That is not a socialist point of vi(‘W. I beg to submit that avo must raise 
the standard of living of labour Then, we have heard that great 
economist, a great mathematician, and a Wrangler to boot, who has 
])leade(l for the agricultural population. Indeed, hero. T am at one with 
him. Alt.houirh 1 am giving my full support to the principles of the Bill, 
I wish that the Bill had covered the case of agricultural labour also, 
because as every one knows they form at least 80 per cent, of the labour 
of India . 

Mr. B. V. Jadhav : lIoAv to approach them and deal with them ? 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : Of course not by introducing legislation, 
which you intend to introduce, of doing away with the provisions of 
th4‘ Penal Code about miscarriage and by legalising them, but by giving 
t?hem more food and better lodging and more wages. 

Mr. B. Das : Do not forget that Mr. Jadhav Avas Minister of Agri¬ 
culture. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : 1 know that. My friend, Mr. Das, has 
reminded me that Mr. JadhoA' Avas Minister of Agriculture ; but he 
has given us a vivid picture of the slum population of Bombay ; and 
ihe has asked us to give them better Avages and other things. 
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Hr. B. V. Jadhav : Many of my relations are there. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : In the slum population, I do not think ? 

Mr. B. V. Jadhav : Yes : I am not ashamed to own that. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : It must be a very democratic society where 
we find one gentleman getting Hs. (>4,000 a year and another of the same 
family getting only Tls. 200 a year living amf>ng llie slum poinilation— 
one living in a palace and another living in. a hovel : that must be a 
very strange society. 

Sir, he has pleaded with all the earnestness at his command as a 
socifil reformer for the saving of life in maternity eases. 1 am entirely 
at one with him. and 1 hope that some means will be found to reduce 
the mortality in maternity cases, but I am not one of those who can agree 
with him—for 1 have not yet eut my cables from tlie orthodox com¬ 
munity,—when my friend says that thm-e should be no piinisliment for 
miscarriage. 

An Honourable Member ; lb' wants to legalise it. 

Mr. B. Das : Ilirth eontrol. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : Aly friend helit'ves probably in birtli control 
having had <‘X])erience of it from his short marri(‘d life of a few years, 
but I am not one of those who can agree with him. 

Then, Sir, it was said by the Honourable the Ex-Minister from 
Bombay tiiat the climate of India was not suitable for co-(jjaeration, and 
that co-operation would be the eo-operation of the wolf and the lamb, 

I could not exactly follow my friend. 

Mr. B. V. Jadhav : 1 said co-operative factories. 

Mr. Amar Nath DuU : Wliat Ik* on ans by en-operative factories, 

I do not know. 

Mr. B. V. Jadhav : If my friend does not know that, 1 think he 
should sit dowu- 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : 1 think my friend is perfectly right in asking 
me to sit down so that he may have a safe passage for his revolutionary 
social legislation. Sir, co-operation is the one thing needed in every 
matter, -co-operation betw’een the rulers and the ruled, co-operation 
between the Minister and those ministered, co-operation between capital 
and labour, in fact co-operation is nec(tssary in all matters in this world, 
but I do not know what my friend has in his mind when he asked me 
to sit down. However, what I was submitting was that all these safe¬ 
guards which are meant for labour in factories are equally necessary for 
agricultural ]>opulHtion on. which my friend, Dr. Zianddiii Ahmad, laid 
so much stress. Cleanliness, ventilation, artificial humidification, cooling, 
prevention of overcrowding, Tight, wmter and all these things are as 
much necessary for the agricultural labouring population as for the 
factory labourers. However, if we cannot get the whole loaf, we should 
be satisfied with at least quarter of it, and, therefore, 1 accord my whole¬ 
hearted support to the motion that the Bill be referred to Select 
Committee. 

Mr. A. G. Clow : Sir, J must acknowledge with gratitude the very 
kindly reception which has been given to this Bill. There is a saying 
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among those who have been brought up as labourers that no one who 
has not worked with his hands can really enter into the skin of labour 
or feel as labour feels, and I suj)pose that is the position of every one 
here, except perhaps my friend, Mr. B. Das. 

Mr. B. Das : 1 have worked with my own hands. 

Mr. A. G. Clow : I excepted you ; But I think it is a very happy 
aiigorv for the new India that is coming that a Bill of' this kind has 
evoked so much interest and has received so much support in a House 
of this character. 

Von. Sir, raisr'd the qiu^stion {»f the small factories and 1 admit that 
that :! very p(‘rtinei>1, ii‘ als(> n very difTienlt. question. There is in 
clause T) of th(‘ l>i]] a provision which enables Local Governments to 
bring certain small faetori<‘s within its scoi)e, but that would not suffice 
to deal wilh the factories wliich you. Sir, had in minfl. T think the 
answer to (lie sngtre.sj ion that they should he d(*alt with here is that, as 
the Labf)nr Gf)mmlssioii liave snirgested, it really Tvqiiires a sejjarate 
Act. It i>, an ex!ra«»r.linai‘y (l^<Tfieiilt subject for many reasons ; 
wh<‘i‘<-as ;i millnw.'M*!* (-annol I'cmove his factory from r>ne spot to 
aii''lh'M-. noltiii'g 'v {.nhl be simpbo- i}i;n? for th(‘ small hidi factory owner, 
if y(»!! ' to deiei't him of' iirprc.i.or praetiee-,. to move to ^o]ne other 

,)ia(*e. \(r.Mng .^ii*ip]«‘r also riian 'o <plii up tlios** fact^n-ies. You 
eaiihof n?) th<- ‘''lary f ieu-rx- ironji’ i;i.a.‘!i'n>‘ry without incurring 

a A tier w>- lia\e raade sonu* prc»;i’iess with I he (juesticni now under 

discussimi, it will be necessary to consider whtit is to be done about those 
faetori(‘s. 

V<»u suggested also. Sir, that docks sliould eoim* within the scope 
of this measure. That is a matter which lias been considered, hut the 
tirobh'ins in d(M*ks e.ia* distinctly different, and it is proposed to tackle 
them separately. Tie* Ibmourabb tlu‘ Leader of the House this morning 
sabl that he intmnU'd to introduce a Bill in the current Session to provide 
for safety in docks, and that will reina'sent an imp.orrant step on behalf 
or lahonrers uf that kind. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : So another Bill is coining. 

Mr. A. G. Clov/ : Y on siigg<*ste(l also that a 4S-h(>nr week is ])refer- 
ahle. and other ITomnirahle ^lembers agreed with tliat view. 1 am not 
goinu' to try am! defend the hours suggested in lln‘ Bill as ideal ; but 
T sugg<'st tli.it. even from the jnent of view of labour, the attempt to 
in.trodne(‘ 4S-]ionrs just now might b(» extremely dangerous. There were 
thost* who expresstMl tlie opinion, it was perhaps more of a hope than an 
opinion, that a r(*du(*tinn in hours need not involve a riMluetion in wages. 
But I think even they would agree that if we wont straight to a 
4vS-hour week, it would mean a reduction in wages, and one that would 
appreciably affect the standard of living which our workers enjoy. 

My friend, Dr. Ziauddin s speech T found a little difficult to follow. 
His charge, as far as T could understand him, was that whereas* we do 
a great deal for labour, and particularly industrial labour, we do 
nothing for the improvement of the bulk of the peolpe in the country.... 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : T meant agricultural labourers. 

Mr. A. G. Clow : Including agriculture. Well, Sir, Government 
mmt work in the sphere allotted to it. lie seemed to traverse, if I heard 
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him correctly, considerably into transferred subjects. I do not think 
Hint any one ean say that Avithin the sphere allotted to the Government of 
India, they have not tried to dn their best to improve the material jiros- 
perity of tlie eoiintry in ev(*ry direction. We liave been dealing even in 
this short Session Avith such mattei*s as the cotton textile industry, the 
tea industry, and I think tlie lac industry. 

An Honourable Member : All for the benefit of capitalists. 

Mr. A. G. Clow : For the lienciit. 1 would say, of tin* country, and 
not merely of the ca]>italists. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : N(»t for the benefit of the consumers. 

Mr. A. G. Clow : lie then went on to deal Avith a number of matters 
in the Hill. Ih* sufrjrested that av(* wm-e doiiijr a jrrave injury in oxclud- 
ini? children from factories. Hut the T^ill does not do so. Tin* afres of 
children in factories remain exactly as they Aven* in the old Act. All 
that AA^e are seeking? to do is to make a small reduction in Avorkin^ liours 
from 6 to n in any day. We sit in tJiis House, at l(*ast those who sit 
continuously, for 4-1 hours a <lay, and I sujrfrest that that time, with 
another half an liour lonjrcr, is quite Ion*? enough for any child to Avork 
in a factory. T do not kuoAv a\ hat limit my friend. Dr. Ziauddin, Avould 
consider Buitablc. 

lie then went on to criticise clause 5 which jrives the poAver to 
extend the Act to smaller factories, and he seemed to be under the im¬ 
pression that it Avas a ticav clause. It is an old clau.se existin^r in the 
present Act, and the only difference we are makinjr is. instead f>f pivinp 
the Local Governments the choice ])etwcen applying: the Avhole of the Act 
or none to these small factories, we are j)roj>osing: to g:ive theiri the [)Ower 
to apply the Act in Avhole or in part. I do not think there is any Pear 
of any larg:e extension at present. This is a power used by Local Goa^- 
ernmonts very spariiigrly, and ;niy larire extension Avould involve Kuch 
demands on the iuspeeting: .staff as to make* it impossible for them to 
agree to it. lie then Avent on to suggest that Ave Avere ])roceeding entirely 
on the Avrong lines, that av<* were in some Avay imitating the West, and 
I think 1 heard suggestions of profit sharing, co-oj)(*rative Factories, and 
the methods of Ilerr Hitler. I should have thought that all these 
emanated from the West. In fact, industrialism has come upon us from 
the West. In any case industriali.sm is here. We have got to face the 
problems arising from it. We are not slavishly imitating anything in 
the West. We are using its experience ; we are modifying its 
methods. We are doing oiir best in the light of the facts that we have 
here, and not of the facts in the West, to ensure that those, who are 
doing an important work for India in carrying on its industries, do so 
under humane and reasonable conditions. (Cheers.) 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : I have very little to add to 
Avhat Mr. Clow has already said. I should like to say that I apjireciate 
very greatl,v4hc tribute Avhich has been paid to the part he has played 
in this legislation. I am almo.st always in a very fortunate position. 
Whenever I introduce labour legislation in this House, the main, almost 
the sole criticism against it. is that it does not go far enough, and it Avat 
almost Avith a sigh of relief that I heard a discordant note from 
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Dr. Ziauddin. T think Mr. Clow has dealt with him very thoroughly and 
effectively. His main criticism was that the labour legislation we were in¬ 
troducing had no principle Ixdiind it and that we were blindly foJlowinjg 
the recommendations of the Labour Commission. Even if that is so, it 
does not seem to me a very serious charge. Tile Labour Commission 
was comfmsed of experts, representatives of capital, representatives of 
labour, and people who had great experience in otiier countries in dealing 
with labour problems. Why should we be aifcused of doing something 
wrong if we accept the recommendations of that Commission ? I think 
the Ilous(‘ will have observed from the measures we have brought before 
it that we do not acc(*i)t the recommendations of the Labour Commis¬ 
sion blindly. They are examined by us very carefully ; they are examin¬ 
ed by Local (lovenmients very carefully ; and again tlnw arc examined 
very carefully by Select Committees of this House. Instead of that 
course. Dr. Ziauddin suggests that we should bring forward profit sharing 
legislation, lie also suggests that AAe miglil ado])t the methods followed 
in other (*fmntri(*s of securing peace between cajiital and labour by knock¬ 
ing their lieads tog(‘tlier. I must confess that I personally, for the time 
being at any rate, would ])n*fcr to follow the safer course. 

T would like to assure the House in conclusion that all the points of 
^ ^ eritici.sm that have been lirought forward during the 

cnur.s(‘ of the verj’ interesting discussion we have had 
this afternoon will bo most carefully examined in the Select Committee, 
as they always are, and to thank the House for the support it has given 
to my motion. (Applause.) 

Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Abdul Matin Chaudhury) : The ques¬ 
tion is : 

“ That the Bill to consolidate and amend the law regulating labour in factories 
be referred to a Sel(*et C’onniiitteo consisting of Mr. Abdul Matin Chaudhury, Mr. S. C. 
Mitra, Mr. A. Ilo(»n, Mr. B. 1*. Motly, Diwan Bahadur llarbilas Sarda, Mr. Amur Nath 
Dutt, Mr. S. <’. Sen, Mr. K. P. Thaiiipan, .Mr. G. Morgan, Khan Sahib 
Fa'/al TIafj Pir:udia, Mr. N. M. Joshi, Mr. S. G. Grantham, Mr. A. G. Clow, 
Kao Bahadur M. C. Rajah and the Mover, and that the number of members ^^hose 
J■.n•selIce shall be necessary to constitute a meeting of the Committee shall be five.*' 

The Motion was adopted. 


THE IIEDJAZ PILGRIMS (MUALLIMS) BILL. 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai (Secretary, Department of Education, Health 
and Lands) : Sir, I bog to move : 

** That the Bill to regulate the activities of persons in British India who offer to 
assist Muslim pilgrims to the Hedjaz, as reported by the Select Committee, be re¬ 
committed to the Select Oommittee." 

Sir, I hope the good fortune which has attend,ed the Honourable Mem¬ 
ber in charge of Industries and Labour in his motion for referring his 
Bill to a Select Committee will also attend my perfectly innocuous motion. 

The facts of the matter may be ibriefly stated. The Select Committee 
considered this Bill last year and they made a report by a majority to the 
effect that the Bill be not proceeded with. That report was laid on the 
table of the House, T think, on the 6th February last. The (Government 
considered the recommendation of the Select Committee and said that they 
’would not come to any final conclusion in the matter until they had had 
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opportunity to watch the reaction of the Muslim x>ublie f?enerally to the 
Bill as it had emerged from the Select Committee and watch also the sub¬ 
sequent events. So far as the reaction of the Muslim community to the 
Bill is concerned, if Muslim uewspaju'rs are an index of it at all, it would 
api)ear that a considerable number are in favour of our i)roeeeding with 
the Bill, some of them want changes made in the Bill, and tAvo say that 

the Bill be not proceeded with at all. As regards events, Ave haA'e had 

iiiformaTion that pilgrims, especiallA pilgrims from up country, continue 
to suffer at the hands of at least some of the more unscrupulous muafh'ms. 
We had, for examx)le, a report from Bombay that last February some pil¬ 
grims Avent from up country. They AAere met at the station in Bombay 
by a relation of theirs. There Avene riA’al factions of these muaninis Avho 
Avere coinj>eting for the favour of thes(» gentlemen, but inasmiicli as the 
relation happened to be eoiu'ersant Avith these muallims and their Avays, 
he wanted lo ehdost* somebody aa’Iio Avonld really look after them. The 
disapj>()inted set U]>on him, belaboured him. and, I believe, he 

Avas aetually hurt, though 1 do not knoAv Avhether lie went to a hospital. 
Thai being the i)osJti<»n, \v<‘ thought the best thing would l)i‘ to send haek 
the Mill to the Select CommitttM* in order to enalde them to lake into 

aceonnt the suggestions for amendment that had been made, to reconsider 

the doubts Avhich they had themselves felt as regards eerlain provision^ in 
this Bill, and also to take aeeoiint of the i'aet that tlu‘re is r(‘ally a neces¬ 
sity, at any rate, to some extent, to provide for the regulating of the 
activities of tliese p(*rsons. That is all T liaA'e to say at this stage. 
I hope the House will aeeejit my motiini. 

Mr. Deputy President (Mr, Abdul Matin (Miaudhury* : Motion 
moved : 

I’lint the Bill to regulate the aetivitien of peraons in Briliah India who oiler to 
assist Miisliin jHlgriiiis to the lled.ja/;, as reported hv the Seh'et ('oniiuittee hi re 
eomniitted to tin* Selei-t (^inimittee." 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad (Patna and Chota Nag])tir cum Orissa : 
^Muhammadan) : 1 cannot understand why Government are so keen in 
the matter of muallims. We have suggested many things on the floor of 
this House for the benefit of jiilgrlins. but I always found that OoA'erninent 
Avere not prei)ared to accept them. The Government, in spite of onr o])])0- 
sition, vvajit to thrust (Ioaaui ujkuj us this kind of legislation. My Honour¬ 
able fnend has just noAV suggested that sonic n(‘AA'spapers haA'e supported 
this Bill. J say that only those iicAAspapers who get adA'crtisenient from 
Oov(‘rnmt*nt have snpjiorted it, and I belicA'e that those ncAvspapers Avho 
huA'e supjiorled (lOA’crnment in this connection have not o])posod any (lov¬ 
er nine i it measure for a y(‘ar or more. 

Kunwar Hajee Ismail Ali Khan (Meerut Division : Muliamrnadan 
Rural) : What about Sir Abdur Rahim ? 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad ; He is not a newspaper. (Laughter.) 

Kunwar Hajee Ismail Ali Khar : What about his opinion ? 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : That is his personal view. You would 
have., seen in the ])a[)ers, Sir, that a Hedjaz Day w'as Observed throughout 
India, and so far as Bihar is concerned, T can say that about 75 meetings 
were held in different places. I have got the paper Muslim with me. In 
ithe Al-Jamiat as well the names of the places and the President who proud- 
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ed over the meetings have been published. They protested against the 
measure. The AUJamiat and other papers have written long articles. The 
Jaixiiat-nl-lllema, which is the representative body of our religious men, 
passed long resolutions in Moradabad against this Bill. 

It is true tJiat the Haj Inquiry Committee has recommended such a 
measure, but as 1 said long ago, there were two kinds of reports. In 
spite of our demand, Government are not prepared to submit that re¬ 
port. We asked the Government to keep a copy of what is eddied the 
coiifidfoitial report in the Library, but Government are not prepared to 
do so. On a previous occasion the Honourable Member, who was a mem¬ 
ber of the Haj Enquiry Committee, admitte<i in liLs Hj)eech that there 
were confidential recommendations w’ritten at the suggestion of Govern¬ 
ment. 

(At this stage, Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shanmukham 
Chetty; resumed the (Jhair.J 

Sayyid Murtiiza Sahib Bahadur made that statement. He called it 
a r(‘eomnu*iidation, but my information is that this is a report. I do not 
know what has /l[>een written in that report about this measure. The 
oth(‘r day, my llonoiirahle friend, Mr. Bajpai, said that he Avas not aware 
of that report. It is not good on the ])art of my Honourable friend, 
being a part of the Government, to say that he was not aware of that 
report. If he is actually not aware, he has no right to speak any 
more on this subject. Further. I put a supplementary question the 

otlu'T' day and my frieml said : ‘Mf there is such a report. 

.] (lid not want those (|ualifyiug words. I wanted to know whether there 
was siieh a r(q)ort or not. I'heii, my friend said that he was not pre- 
j»ared to add anything. That means that there is some confidential 
report, hut for some reason, best kiunvii to tlu‘Ui, they are not placing it 
in our hands. We want t(» know what has lM?eii written there alwiit these 
WHuUiws, Triless we see that report, we cannot accept this Bill at all. 

Von will find that people wlio will give any sort of adviet* without 
Ijaving a li(*(‘!iee will ho jtuni.slied under this Bill. The Bill says : 

“ Wli(K*vt*r, iit»t a piljfriiii guido, for a considoration or in the hoT i- 

(if a reward, advises (ir assists or efl'ers txi advise or assist, aiiv pilgrim other than a 
r(dativ(- or friend, in :in,v inatt4‘r eoniieeted with the pilgrimage other than tin' ]ier- 
f<irm:iiite nC ndigioiis rites and >*eremouies relating thereto, shall be ])unishald(> witl, 
imprisonim lit which ni.av exieiid to three months or ^^ith fine which may extend to 
two I'nndrei! nqiees or with both.” 

Gov(’rnin(*nt do not stoj) there. Tliey want .something more : 

‘‘ When' it appears to any (V)nrt before wliieh any person is being tried for .in 
olleiice nnder seetioji (’» that tiie aecused has advised or assisted, or offered to advise 
or assI-^T. any pilgrim who 's not his relative or friend, .and no consideration is ]>r)ved 
the ronrt may presnini' that tin* rn'ciMed acted in the Ikhu* of a reward.” 

Tins is very hard. 11' they do not .succeed in proving that a man 
lias tak(*n a reward, tlnni, instead of giving the bcueiit of doubt to the 
aecns(‘d, they say that the Court will presume tlnit the man has advised 
in anticipation of a rewtird. 

A further objection is that the Jamiat-nl-Ulema and other people in 
the country fear that Government want to control not only the aeti\nties 
of thes( bogus witaUhns, but that they want to control the real jjiuallims. 
They want some sort of control over the Hedjaz by licensing them, and 
this we cannot allow at the moment. All the Muhammadans in this House 
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and outside are all unanimous on this point, that Government fiiiould 
not take the control of the Iledjaz. 

8ir, when a mvalUm will not be agreeable to them, no licence will be 
issued to him. Government want some sort of control and influence over 
these people. There is not absolutely a single case of cheating against 
a muallim. Then, what is the foundation on whicli you say that this 
Bill is recpiired 1 All Muhammadans say that this Bill is a bad measure 
and it is an interference with religion. 

My Honourable friend, Sir Brojeiidra Mitter, once said : ‘‘ They waiit 
to have a Bill for those who do not want it 1 want to present the 
same sentence to my fi*iend. They have now brought forward a Bill for 
those who do not want it and for those, who do not reejuire it. The 
Mussalmans do not want it. Those, who are habitual supporters of 
Government, will supi)ort the measure. Government should not rely on 
their support. 

(Major NawaJb Ahmad Nawaz Klian rose to interrupt.) 

You will have your own time to si)eak and 1 know what you will 
ii'ciy'. Sir, if Government want to demolish a mosque, C(Ttainly a section 
Avill come forward and say that this is not an interference wdth religion, 
but they should not rely on such support. 

Major Nawab Ahmad Nawaz Khan (Nominated Non-Oflicial) : 
What is the opinion of your own Leader, Sir Abdur Rahim 1 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : T say there arc many Mussalmans here 
who shave their beards. T myself ke<‘p small heard. There are others 
wlio drink and who do not say their x)rayorR. but what can we do of them f 
We are not responsible for all. Some f)ne do intentionally, others 
do by mistake. My Li'ader, being a man lik(‘ oth(*rs, can commit errors. 
He is my Leader in polities, t)ut not a religious head. 

Now, Sir, India is advancing very rapidly. Rightly it was said the 

other day by my Honourable friend, the present Law Member, that the 

reformers wanted to swallow the Hindu religion. This is not the case 

with our Hindu friends only, but there are Muslim friends also who want 
to swallow the Muslim religion. 

Sir, Government are not ready to circulate this Bill. There is much 
difference between circulation and publication. Had they circulated it 
and had they got opinions from Muhammadans that they supported this 
measure, T wmuld have nothing to say. But the mere sending of this 
Bill to tlie Select Committee wdll not Ibe of much use, because it will go 
to the same Select Committee which has suggested that this measui’e 
should not be proceeded with, I think Government liopei this time to 
carry the day. As far as I remember there was a definite understand¬ 
ing that this measure would not come before the Assembly again. I hope, 
my Honourable friend will rememl>er that when the proceedings of the 
Select Committee were written, the. man who wrot-e those proceedings had 
to cut out all the provisions which you find now. I do not think my 
Honourable friend can dare to contradict me on that ])oint. The whole 
thing was cut out and the only thing left, was that there was no need to 
proceed with this Bill. Afterwards, my friend requested me and others 
as well that as we had si)ent so many hours on this Bill, it was better that 
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they had all these thingps for the f^uidance of the Government. I myself 
told him that if Government were not proceeding with the Bill, there was 
no harm in having any thing, they liked. On this suggestion this note 
was added. 

Now, Sir, W’e do not know' wdiether Government are having tliis measure 
again on the recommendation of the Conference which met in Simla or 
for any other iinknow'ii reason. Wo have got great grievances against 
that ConforeiKM*. Sir, a (Conference was held in Simla in early August, 
to consider certain (juestions about the i>ilgrimage to the Hedjaz and 
tor that Conference some nominees w^ere invited by the Government. This 
Ass(‘iidii\- has elected certain Members to advise Government about 
matters couceriiing the Ilaj jiilgrimage. But Government, fearing that 
there were certain elements amongst the elected advisers w'ho might 
opiw)se th(!ir desire did not consult that Committee at all. They ignored 
the Standing Committee for Haj Pilgrimage. They selected a new set 
of m(*n who, they thought, would support them, and who were safe in 
their opinion. 

Kunwar Hajee Ismail Ali Khan : May 1 know if that Conference 
discussed the Muallim^s Bill ? 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : 1 <lo not know' w'hether Government 
have brought (his measure or their recommendations. If it is on their re- 
commendatioii, then we have many things to say. Then, Sir. Government 
l)n*|)ared a new list (»f sever^il Members of the Assembly suiting their 
desin*, and called them to attend the Conference. We do not know what 
matters they discussed w'ith them. We do not know why the re])resenta* 
five Members of this House w’cre ignored on that occasion. The right 
thiiicr for the Government to <lo was to take advice from the representa¬ 
tive Members of this House and not from the nominees of their own. 
Government, Sir, w'en* afraid that if they consulted the representative 
Members of this House, they might submit minutes of dissent. But let 
me say to Government : “ Do not play w’itli our religion any longer ; 

we cannot tolerate \'<air interference with our religion for a moment. We 
hav(‘ lost everything, but W’c are not prepared to allow you to play with 
our religion Sir, this measure is one of those which w'ill certainly in¬ 
terfere wdth our religion and it will decrease the number of pilgrims who 
go to the Hedjaz. These mualUms are the proper persons to give them 
assistance. We do not know ami;hing about the Hedjaz. 

My friend is not going to have a Haj Committee for the province of 
Bihar and Orissa. Sir, in the Ilaj Incjuiry Committee it w’as decided 
that there should be a Haj C’ommittee for the province of Bihar and 
Orissa also. Even in this House, w'hen Chaudhri Zafarullah was sitting 
on the Government Benches, he himself said that there was no need for 
the representation of other provinces on the Haj Committee as they will 
have a Haj Committee in each province. I was ready to give them 
hundreds of M. A. ^s and Barristers to act as the Secretary of the Haj 
Committee free of charge, but even that suggestion was not accepted by 
the Government. 

Sir, 1 say that these rauolliw.s are the proper persons to give ns neces¬ 
sary guidance. Without them, how a man can go to perform his Haj 
and have the necessary comforts ? The Hajis do not want any kind of 
control. 



[Mr. M. Mwiwood AhiMd.] 

Further, Sir, they say that the Haj Inquiry Committeei has recom¬ 
mended this, but the evidence is not before me. I asked my Honourable 
friend in a question that the evidence of persons who a})peared before 
tile Haj Inquiry Committee should be supplied to us or should be kept 
in the Library, hut he was not prei)ared to do that. I do not know why 
they are tn^ating that evidence as confidential. If you have not got a 
printed copy, may I ask, if you are i)repared to show us the typed copy 1 

Mr. G. 8. Bajpai : I can tell my Honourable friend that if any 
typed statements are available, 1 shall be only too ready to place them 
before the Select Committee. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : Why are you not giving them to all 
the Members. 

Mr. G. 8. Bajpai : My Honourable friend is a member of the 
Select Committee and he will be welcome to make a transcript of what 
I place before the Select Committee and circulate it to Honourable 
Members. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : Will you allow me to communicate it 
to other Honourable Members / Will you not say that it is e(*nfiden- 
tial as you said on previous occasions / 

Mr. G. 8. Bajpai : It must be left to the Chairman of the Select 
Committee to decide as to what should he treated as confidential and 
what should not be. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : I am thankful to my Honourable friend 
that after all I havt‘ received an assurance from him for the tirst time 
that the evidence will see the light of the day. 1 hope my lloiioiirahle 
friend will not mind even placing the eonfidential report het'nre us. May 
I ask, if the Honourable M(?mber is prepar<*d to j)lace lliat nqrnrt also 
before the Select Committee ? 

Mr. G. 8. Bajpai : 1 shall deal with that ]>oint when I reply to my 
Honourable friend's reminiscences as avcII as imaginary' references T 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : Still they maintain. Sir. that this is an 
imaginary thing. J Iiave no hesitation to put a (piestion in tlie next 
Session of tlie Assembly with a block of th«‘ title ]>age of a report, 
called eonfidential re]K)rt, if they will allow me to <lo so. What is the 
ot]i**r alternative, (lovernnient are still saying after sueh elean proofs that 
it is an imaginary thing. We also have our seeret dei)artinent and that 
de])artnien1 may sup]»ly at h*ast a title patr(*. 

I .suggest tiiat instead of recommitting this Hill to th(‘ Select (V)in- 
mitlee. th^' (h)vernim*nt should not press this motion ; but that they 
should eiieuiate the Hill for eliciting jmblie opinion, If jHiblic opinion is 
obtained, (loveriiment would cxmie to know the real feeling of the Muslim 
public with reganl to this measure. If the Government do not care for 
Muslim feelings and if tliey want to thrust this Bill on the Muslims like 
the Ordinances, they can do s(». If this Hill is circulated for public 
opinion, then tin* Government would come to know whether 1 n‘present 
the real Muslim feeling or whether the .supporters of Government r(»pre- 
sent Muslim feeling. T, therefore, suggest that the Honourabh* Member 
should either move a motion for circulation of this Bill or he can do bo 
by executive order. T do not mind which course he adopts. The Select 
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Committee must have certain new iniormation to consult before they 
decide one way or the other about the measure. On what basis will the 
Committee proceed if they have not the public opinion i The Select 
Committee liave once expressed their oi)inion on this Bill and, uiiU^ss you 
pivt* them miw material, what is the use of sending? this Bill a<?ahi to 
lli(*m I 1, tlierefore, submit tliat tliis Bill should be circulated for 
public opinion either by an executive order or by a motion of this House. 
(Aj)plause.) 


Shaikh Sadiq Hasan (hbist Central Punjab : Muhammadan) : Sir, 
my Honourable friend. Sir Krank Xoyce, lias been conjrratulated on the 
Labour Bill, but I am afraid 1 cannot conj^ratulate my Honourable 
friend, .Mr. Bajjiai, for jireMmliu*' this Bill. I w’ould say that the con¬ 
sidered opinion of tin? I'loiiias is ajrainst this Bill. I am not speaking 
only about tin* Jamiat-ul-l'leina which tiie viovernnient consider as a 
hostile body to them. When 1 consider tlie opinion of the Maulvis in 
dinVreiil ])rovinces, the Maulvis in the Punjab, the ^laulvis in my ow'n 
eity of Amritsar, 1 tind that they are all deatl against tliiN measure. 
They eonsiilei- tliis Bill a great imerfeiciice with religion. My H mour- 
able friend, Mr, Bajpai, told us that there w’ere some people who were 
supportei’s of this Bill. But, I am afraid, their number must be vei*y 
small as compared to the iiukuku* of people who attended public meet¬ 
ings whieb were, held against this Bill. 1 submit, this Bill L notliing 
}(s> than an inlt rJereiiee w'iili the religious principles of Islam. The 
Islamic religion is a proselytising religion and the of the fiuida- 

meidal [UMinuiiles of Islam is to preach and inform the publie as to what 
are Ibeii: duties. In this Bill wdiat do we tlnd ? C’lauses 6 and 7 
8a y : 


(i. Whoi'vcr, not beiii^ a lit-cus.-d /*<•’.</• 


//a.iit 


j(M- as 

h.p.. 

{ •' ‘! re\V;.'i.’ 

.l•ivi.^es ( 

pUf/nm (111'ir \xil*uMit ji 

i«r 

;i!i\ 1 

•;i other 

liffih'c. 


rote; -t ? 

»d NMlh 

fn 1 /Ilf ,'iliih(i<(S 

ntc^ (tit^ 

(ft' r. IH<> • (.s I'l 

lutiuii ,7<( 

iiiipii.M.iniMMit wln’j'li iii;iy 
liiiiidicii inpcv-!. or 

(‘xlerid 1 
both. 

t" three inoiifhs, or with 

7. Where it .jpjM-jir.s 

te ;i!!; 

Tojirt b«i(»ri 

• \\]ovh : 


;*»Mire iindiT 

I'titui ti \l 

I’ri'suiription rej;;i rdi!»«.>• 
motivi'. 


te»5. <ir oiVered 

Oi advi".e 


I'or a ceiisidcrati(»ii or ’U the 
or a.ssists, or (‘T^ts to adviic 
tiiaii a relative or friend, in 
llh- i*ii;riuiage i*l/h i thar tht 


person is 1 ..*in;;- ’’ ied for 
the aieiised has advised or 


the Cinni ni;i\ presiiiue that thi* art us,-.! aetod in 1h: !ij>pe of’ a rv'xard.’’ 


What a p(*rversi1v of idea.s I 'Pin.' presumption is against a iuu*sou 
who is going to advise or assist a man in his pilgrimage. Su]>iH\siug 
I advise or assi.st any |n!grim, the presumption is that 1 am g(»ing to 
take inoiiey from that tiiau. I submit. Sir, we Mussalmaiis are certainly 
going to (iefy this law and I say it on the floor of this House that, if 
this measure is passed into hnv, it will bo* defied not only by extremists, 
but also by moderate people. You eaniiot prevent um from advising 
or assisting those }>eoplo who are going for i)ilgrim4ige to Iledjaz. Ho 
you mean to say that you are going to make a law' that if any Mussalmau 
advises another Mussalinan and puts him in the right direction, the law' 
‘should presume that that man is going to do so only for the sake of 
money and you are going to prevent a Mussalnian from discharging 
his fundaTnental duty of assisting another Mussalinan which is enjoined 
upon him by his religion. Sir, I find the mime of my revered Leader, 
Sir Abdnr Rahiju, associated with this Bill. I do not say that he i.s a type 
L29i31iAl> B 
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of mail Avho will run after the Government and do what tlie Govern¬ 
ment ask him to do. But sometime even veiy wise people err and 1 do 
think that, in this case, Sir Abdur Bahim has erred,—1 do not say in¬ 
tentionally, but unintelltionall3^ 

Kunwar Hajee Ismail Ali Khan : Do you mean to sa\ that (»ilicrs 
have done so intentionally ? 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : N<», .ibout other mairs intention nothin" 
can be said. 

Shaikh Sadiq Hasan : I say they liave also err(‘d unintentionally. 
Tlie point is this that the fe^linix we IMussalmans have f?ot in oiir minds is 
that the Government are "oiii" to sjiread this octopus limbs even in 
lledjaz. They want to control the activities of the wuailrms. Tlie 
Government want to extend the activities of their spying: department in 
H'edjaz also. We wei*e informed the day hy the Army Secretary 

that, after 90 liombs were thrown on tlie I'h'oidier, only one man was 
injured and 15 mud houses were diC'troyed. This is the sort of work that 
the spyiii" dc])artiuent does and the mae/Z/aos* also a.re to be utilised 
for sncli pur]>oses. 1 wonl'd only sujr^est that, if this Rill is ri'-committed 
to lh(‘ Select Committ(‘e. I liope that riie mende i-s tin* Select rommittee 
will rise to the oeeasiou and that they would cfoisiiler tjieir ])rim;,ry duty 
lowartls Tslam and towards their jellnw and that i«o soi-t of 

prestige will stand in tlielr way. Tin* (pieslion ol* prtNStlge sliould he lei't 
to tile Governm ent. The Governmoni. whal-'cer may hafiixui, wlietluo* 
J’ight or wremg, always stick to tlie:!* pre.'^tig*'. ?.Iy lionoiirahle t’l'ii ods on 
The Select Conunine*-, of wl;.on arc "Ictod Me;*if)crs sIkhjM j'.ink 

v'liat is in ihe iiner '>1 of their fVIhov .Muslims atid they shotild rc'cord their 
opinion accoi'uing'iy. I: is i*ati:ci- .liihc.dt to >^ay ahout my llonourahh* 
iiiend. Major Nawed) Ahriiad Xawaz Khan He, being a n niinalcd 
Memher, must alvays ^•.uj>]K'rt the p».ini of view of the Goveriimeol. 

Major Nawab Ahmad Nawaz Khan : I supi'0' t*‘d and followed your 
Leader, Sir Abdur Habim. 

Shaikh Sadiq Hasan : A*rain what do we find in this Bill ? If a man 
advises another person about jiilgrimairc and if tlie latter docs not even 
make a eomplaiiit, th(‘ man who advises him is "oing to be jninished. Here, 
in tliis case, a magistrate liaving Jurisdiction may just find with tlie help 
of iJie police what has been bapiM'ning and he may catch hold of a man 
who has advised a pilgrim and punish him for having done so. Tn this 
way I consider that this Bill is no better than the Ordinance Bill wdiich 
was passed last year. In the Ordinance Act, there is a provision on the 
same line. According to the Ordinance Act, if the brother of a police 
sub inspector wanks eggs free and he goes to a man who sells eggs, and if 
he refuses, he just lodg(;s a complaint that eggs were not sold to him and 
the result is that the man is punished. Tn the same way. any policeman 
\Tho has got a grudge can ask his brother to go and report against a man 
that he was advising about the Haj and get th’e man imprisoned. T think 
it is a most reactionary typo, of Bill and the least we can expect from 
Muslim Members is to be sensible and not to do any such thing which may 
involve other IMuslims in trouble and prevent them from advising and 
assisting their co-religionists in the matter of Haj. 
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Mr. Uppi Saheb Bahadur fWost Coast and Nilpiris : Muhammadan) : 
sir. afit*!* iPfidiiijr llic note of tlH» T’ornmitteo on this Bill, we have 

suspect the intentions of Ooveriinicnt in this matter. The Select Com- 
vJiicli consisted of very respect able Muslim Members of this House, 
in (I inajo -ity iccoiiinicnded to Oovenmient after serious deliberaHon not 
10 j r‘occ('il \^•itll this Bill. Xo\'., wbal is tlu* burrv hiuI nrf^enoy For Gov- 
•rnjiMUjf to brdnj; forwanl this Bill ? Why are they so anxious to |)r»)vide 
tlieir armoury with another weapon to jTevent Miissalinaiis, who take it 
:s a I'clifrioiis duty to advise I rotli^r Mudirris who iidend to perfoiTii the 
ilaj. from d('ijjg so ? There is somethin^r up their sleeves. Let them tell 
js jilaiidy v liy they want t(» iro aprainst ihe deliberate opinions of those 
pious a]!il nspeetable .Muslims lik(‘ Sayyed ^Miirtuza. Kajan Baksh. ITajee 
WajilnaMin. Xawab Ibrahim Ali and others in the Sele^-t Committee who 
rceommeiuled to them not to proceed with this Bill. T airain want to know 
what the urgency and hurr^’ for proccediii'r with this Bill ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : Sir. T do not wish to inhTrnvI mv Honourable 
f.'icick bill I slnaild like to ]»«»int oiit that 1 am n-'t makinjr a motion that 
T'iil be i.ikcu into consideration or oroe'‘cded with. T am merely 
sup^C'stinp: that the Bill shfiiild p'o back to the Selcet Committee. 

Mr. Uppi Saheb Bahadur : Th<» 8(*ieet CVunmittee iveommended not 
r.. j)!’t.»ceed with this liill. As it stands ik)W, it seems to be tin' thin end 
. tlie we(l;j“c with n'lrard to this t)il<ri-imaLO‘ to Mecca, one of the five 
ess(‘ntials of Islam. Xow, the definition of the word “ pilprrim Lniide ” is 
Ldven thus : 

‘‘ ;tijy j-rrson wlio, f(ir n coii’5i(l(”**! + ioii or in tltc ’• y of ;i rowiiri?, aVvIsc'^ or 
or n- rch '!r (»r assist, any ir» ;’n;. tTifi r « •nmi'ct •■•1 ■'iili t’a- jiil^rJ'inia 

rtc. 

!'o:’ /i'l'ilims this pilirriinaiT'* i< a r»'l'‘iriou>. rie'lit and duty and we 
want ai; sorts of aclvi(M‘. as to the .sldps, :he oharLO's and expeo^cs and the 
.'•a ('in'/e'clai‘.nil, etc. ; and tliis advice we will only eet from ]>eo]di Avbo 
porformt'd the llaj and ha'e some experience of tie* eouniry and 
i)r.h'tice there. Aeeonlinjr to thi'- Bill, liowt^vei*. no Mudim ea: ever 
advi'c other IMuslims ; lu' eamiot o])en 1ii'> montli on thi'- matter unless he 
ohtain.s a licmiee from tin* Government. Is it not the thiti end of the 
wedp'e .’ Tliey are pfoinp: to drive a wed<rt‘ into lliis. om' rf the fuinla- 
menlal i)rineip](*s of T.slam. Can any IMn.s.valTuan approve ( f that ? Sir. 
nrnhn ('iaJisj* b, if 1 pro to IMecca and e<*me back and advise my Muslim 
hrtUhnm as rcLrard.s their .stay and (dln-r thinirs, the m'xt day T i iay h»* 
])roseeuled. T iim.st pret a li(*em*c previously from Gie ernment to help 
niy brothers by such advice, with reprard to my Indy place, to my biaitlier 
Muslim.- Is that' not etirtailinp: my reliprious freedom ? Xext yeav they 
may t)rol>ahly brinpr another Bill prev(*ntiii«r ns from performinp: the llaj 
itself without ])revious permission of the Government which is one of the 
five (?s.seiit.ials of Islam. Can the IMu.ssalmans bo a party to this Bill ? T 
d(; not doubt for a moment thaf there is not one Mnssalman in thi,; House 
who will Pfive even his silent support to this mea.siin*. We wdll rather pfo 
to the prallows than be a party to such Bill. Instead of heiiipr a party to 
any Act which wdll prevent us from proin" to Mecca and perform our 
reliprious duties, we will rather face your bullets than submit to it. Now*, 
Sir, thi.s Bill is not so innocuous as it appears to be ; tlnu’o is .somothincr 
iuternational in this. There is a prenoral movement to discourapre Haj, and 
I w^arii the Government not to be a party to that great international sacred 
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movement amonj? the enemies oi* Islam to disrupt Islam. Islam is too 
strong for all that : it ha.s stood many onslaughts and will stand many more 
onslaughts. Though we have not got any i)roors oi* this, yet it is in the 
air {liar tliere is an international movement against Islam and that tliey 
are trying to minimise the ijiternational importanee ef the Muslims. Tiu’ 
llaj has got a great uniixing inllueiiee. The motive behind all this is 
to put a stop to that, as far a.s i>ossible. I do not say my TTonourable 
friend, Mr. Bajpai, is a party to all that. But why has he, in tiie face of 
the reeomnieiidation made by mligJitened aiul religiously minded Muslims, 
not to proceed with this Bill, eonie back to tliis ilouse with a motion t<» 
recommit it to the Select Committee *? Wliat is the neees.sity for Govern- 
ment to eome up with tliis motion ? We do not want yoiir protection and 
we do not want your Bill. Save us from oui’ friends. Mussalmans have 
been sulTering at the hands of these* mualliiHs for centuries ; we arc pre¬ 
pared to go on suffering if this is tin* sort of legislation that i" 
to be offered to us. We are prepared to take the suffering. Where onr 
religieius duties and our religious perfomiaue(\s are involved, we rid'use 
to take your previous jiermission. We will do witliout it. J say. on the 
floor of this Ilouse, tlial no Miissalman who luis a spark of religion in him 
will be a party to sueli a Bill or support it in any way. With tliese words, 
J opjiose the Bill altogether. 

The A.ssembly then adjourned till Eleven of tlie (*loek on Saturday 
the U)th September, 19:1:). 



J. K(; IS1 .A T1V K A SHE M BI i Y. 

Saiiinfat/, 16th Septembir, //AV.-y. 


Th<* AssfMiihly Jiirt in tho Assembly Chamber at Eleven of the Clock. 
^1 j*. Cresideni (The Ilonourahh* Sir Shanmukham Chetty ) in the Chair. 


(JCESTIONS AXl) AXSWEIJS. 

ClfAN' T OK PkXSION TO TeLKKJIONE OkekATORS. 

im. 'Mr. S. G. Jog : (a) I s it a fact that before the 81s1 January, 
Ifnih the posts of all 1(‘le]<hni e opei-itors were f)eiisioiiab]e like those of 
other «*niplnyees of (!ov(*rnne.‘nt. 

\h) Is it a fa(*t that after thest» ]K)sts were deelared non-pensionable, 
the operators were asked to state whether they accepted the condition of 
beina: lum-pensionable ? 

(cl Will (loveriiiueiit i)lease state whether memoriaJs were received 
from time to time from the telephone operators for their case to be re¬ 
considered, aiul to declare their posts i)ensionable ? If so, were they 
informed tliat the Ttdephone Department 'was on an experimental basis, 
and ^o tile statT conld not be confirmed as pensionable, and that their 
ease was under consideration 1 

(d) Is it a fact that the employees were eventually informed that 
the case could not be considered favourably on account of financial 
stringency ? 

(f) Is it a fact that in reply to one of the questions in this House, 
Cnvernmeiit stated that employees in service before 31st July, 1919, were 
l)ensionabIe ? If so. why 'was this date fixed against the 31st January, 
1919 ? 

(/) Is it a fact that the telei^hone operators are permanent employees 
of Government V 

(f/) Is it a fact that telephones have now been extended to the whole 
of India V 

(h) Is it a fact that the Department is no longer on an experimental 
basis ? If so, why ? 

(/) Are Government aware that telephones are being extended now 
even to tin* other eoiinlries of the world ? 

(.?) Is it a fact that Hallway and Posfe and Telegraphs Departments 
ai’j* running at a loss ? 

(/c) Is it a fact tliat only the telephone branch is running at a profit 
and its revenues are increasing every year ? 
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(0 Is it a tact thnt noarly all tlio otnploypcs of the I’osfs rind Tele¬ 
graphs Departmt*iit, from Ihe higiiisl to tin* lowosl, are })eiisioiiable except 
the telej»lu)ie operators and the im^'lianies ? 

i///) Is il a faet that’ the teh plnuie operatoi’s are ])(M‘rorniiiig tlie 
same duty hours a.s, ami on some oeeasions mueh hardiM* work than, some 
other officials of tlie Department .* 

(//.) Will CTOVornmont ulease state tin* reasons for declaring the 
upei'atons as non-pensionahie ^ Are they aware that in the absence of any 
pensieui in th“lr idd age after retiremenl from service, they will lead a 
very inis('rnMe life no far as tlieir financial nsounes are concerned i' 

(o) Are (loviMiiiiKMit pr(‘pared to consider the grant of pension to tlie 
operators in view of the increasing revenues of this branch ? 

The Honourable Sir Prank Noyce : ('"rtain empiirics arc being inaue 
and 1 shall jilace a reply on the table in due course. 

liTUiKS rOK Sl’iNc; ({oVLUNMliXT Pt>K* Ibtl'.Al H OK Tlil ST IN ItLSl'KCT 

OK Sekvk’e Conditions, etc. 

967. *Mr. S. G. Jog : Will (lovernment state whether there are 

any ruh‘s under which a (lovernment servant ean sue them in a court of 
law. whilst remaining in service, for breach ('f trust in respect of service 
oomlit'ions or loss of ]»rf».sj»ects If so, will CTOvcrnnicnt kindly lay a copy 
of those rides on tlie table ? If iK»t, will (lOvcrnment kimlly state the 
fivem e of redre'^s for a < jovcrnnient servant after he has exhausted all the 
appellate authorities in regard to a grievance ? 

{!)') Are Cioverimient prepared to make any ru)i‘s on tli»‘ su’njeci 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : The answer to the iirsl ei.ms^,- 

is in the negative. Tlie second clau.se docs not arise. As r(‘gards tin* 
third clause, (jovernment arc not jirepared to givi* an opinion on what 
is in effect a legal (piestion. 

(b) No. 

Holiday 11omf> maintained dy Tin: Noiii'ii Wkstlun Railway at Hill 

Stations. 

968. *Mr. S. G. Jog : (a) IIow many Holiday Homes do the North 
We.sterii Railway maintain on hill stations 

(h) What are the ('onditions for the lodgers, and for liow many days 
are tliey allowed to stay there, and at what rent .’ 

ie) What do (lOV'ernment sjiend (»n the maintenance of these Homes ? 

\d) Is it a fact that there is one such Homo in Simla V 

(c) Will Government please supply the particulars referred to in the 
two iireeeding parts in respect of the Simla Home ? 

v/j Is it a fact that it ls maintained out of the Fine Fund ? 

(g) Is it a fact that the majority c)f the subordinate and menial staff 
who arc responsible for the maintenance of the Home are not eligible for 
making use of the Home ? 

(h) What is the pay limit of those who can stay in the Home 1 
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(/ ) Art* Oovorninrni Hwyre of the Impressipii that officials who stay 
there inipowe heavy fines on Mie subordinates hi order to find sufficient 
funds for the inaiiitenaiit?<* of the llouu-s ? 

(j) Is it a fact that there is a jiroposal to extend the Simla Holiday 
Home diiririj^ next y(*ar V 

(k) What rent' do Governinciit jiay at ])respnt and why do they intend 
extendintr it, and at what rent ? 

(l) Does the extension depend upon the amount of the Fine Fund 
at (i(*V(‘riiment’s disposal ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : I am obtaininjr information from the Aiyrenr, North 
Wesl(‘rn Railway, and will lay a reply on the table in due course. 

KKia-Asi: OF Workers op the Jamiat-ul-Ulema-i-IIind, Delhi. 

969. -'Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur : (a) Are Oovernnient 
aware that the .ramiaf-ni r^icmp-i-Tfind, Delhi, which had adopted civil 
disobedienee as their politieo-religrious creed have given it up now and 
have drawn uj) a ec.nstrnetivc programme ? 

ib) Are (Jovennnent j)reT)ared to release all the Ttlemas and workers 
of the damiat, who are lUidergoing iin])rison‘m:nt ? 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : (a) and (h). I have seen a report 
in the Press of the proeeedings of a meeting of the Working Committee 
of the .lamiat-uMlenia-i-lIind held at Moradabad from the 19th to the 
21st August. From this it would ajipear that the Working Committee 
have suspended the programme of civil disobedience, but there is nothing 
to indi(*cite that they intend really to abandon it, or that there is suffi¬ 
cient i-eason for (Tovernment to take the action suggested in par^ (b) of 
the (|ues1ion. 

Removal op Mk. Devidas Gandhi to Multan Jail in a Third Class 

Compartment. 

970. '"Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur : (a) Is it a fact that 
Mr. Devidas Gandhi, an A class prisoner Avas, while being removed to the 
Multan Jail, put in a third class compartment ? 

(h ' .Vrc A c'lass prisoners invariably allowed only third class ? 

^ 1 Is tliorc no mb* to guide the authorities on the subject ? 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : (a) It is probable that Mr. Devidas 
Gandhi was aceommodated in third class compartment as that Wv^uld 
be in accordance with the rules applicable to prisoners in the Delhi 
Province. I have, liowcvcr, made cncpiiries and will place the result on 
the table of the House in due course. 

ib) and (r). There are rules which arc made by the Provincial Gov¬ 
ernments and varv from province to province. 

Ref^^sai. to allow Mr. Ismail Ghuznavi to proceed to Mecca for Haj 

Pilgrimage. 

971. *Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : (a) Will Government be pleased to 
state whether they have .stated that Mr. Ismail Ghuznavi has already pro¬ 
ceeded to Mecca not less than 18 times 1 

L298LAD aS 
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(b) Will Government be pleased to state the dates on which he pro¬ 
ceeded to Mecca on different occasions ? . 

(r) Will Government be pleased to state whether Mr. Ismail Ghuznavi 
was convicted on the two previous occasions before his fjoiiif? for linj ])il- 
grimagre for the first time or after that ? 

(d) Will Government be pleased to state what were the fresh facts in 
their possession for not allow’inp: a ]Miislim, Mr. Ismail Ghuznavi, to pro¬ 
ceed t-o Mecca for Haj pilgrrimage ? 

Major W. K. Fraser-Tytler : (a) Yes. But 18 w'as a mistake for 
eight. 

(b) Government have no i)reeise information as to the dates. 

ir) TJie ans\v(M- to this would depend on the exact date wlieii 
Mr. Ismail Ghuznavi proceeded on JJaj for the first time, as to which, as 
already pointed out, GoverJimeiit liav(‘ no i)recise information. 

(d) The Honourable Member is referred to the rei)ly given to part 
(b) of i\lanlvi Sayyid Murtuza 8aheb Bahadur’s starred (pieslion No. 1166 
on the 10th April. 1933. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmard : Are Government sure that this eight is 
also not a mistake, just as 18 was a mistake* ? 

Major W. K. Fraser-Tytler : I understand, Sir, that eight is correet. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : My information is that it is not sn. Very 
well, but w'ill Government be pleased to give* the dates on vvliieh he 
proceeded to Haj ? 

Major W. K. Fraser-T3d;ler : I have already said. Sir. that Govern¬ 
ment have no precise information. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : When Government have no information 
on what date this gentleman proceeded to Haj, how do they say that he 
went to Haj eight times ? 

Major W. K. Fraser-Tytler : I understand, Sir, that this information 
was given by Mr, Ismail Ghuznavi himself. 

Mr, M. Maswood Ahmad : Will Government he j)leascd to lay on the 
table a copy of his Jeller in which he has stated that he has gone to Haj 
eight times ? 

Major W. K. Fraser-Tytler : I believe. Sir, the information is 
correct. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad ; May I know\ Sir, whether this information 
was given to the Honourable Member who is now answering tliese 
questions / 

Major W. K. Fraser-Tytler : The information was not given to me. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : May 1 know^ whether the information 
whicli was given orally to some other gentleman was written on any 
paper, and does the Honourable Member say that it w^as orally iiieir- 
tioned by Mr. Isrnail Ghuznavi ? 

Major W. K. Fraser-Tytler : The information. Sir, I und(?rstand, was 
given orally and was passed on to the Honourable Member wdio 
ans^vered this question in April in writing. 
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Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : I want to know whether the information 
by Mr. Ismail Ghuznavi to some other gentleman orally stating 
that he had proceeded eight times to Haj was recorded on paper ? 

Major W. K. Praser-Tytler : I understand it was, yes. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad ; Government have said that, because ho 
was convicted on two occasions, he was not allowed to go to IIa.i. May 
r know whether these convictions took place before he left for Haj for 
the first time 1 

Major W. K. Fraser-Tytler : I have already answered that (juestion, 

Sir. 

Mr. M. Blaswood Ahmad ; What was the reply ? 

Major W. K. Praser-Tytler : The rej^ly was to part (c) of the ques- 
lioii, tliiil tlie answer to this would dejiend on the exact da'^e when 
Mr. Ismail Ghuznavi proceeded on Tlaj for the first time, as to which, as 
already pointed out. Government have no precise information. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : May 1 know. Sir. when Government 
all<»wed iiirn to <^0 eij^lit times to llaj after liis ('(uivietion, wliat were the 
fresh grtmnds for not allowing him to go to Haj for tin* ninth time ? 

Major W. K. Praser-Tytler : My reply to that is given in part 
The Ihmourahh^ MtMuber is referred in tin* reply given to part (b) 
of M.ndvi Savvid Murtuza Sahcb Bahadur’s starred que.slion Xo. llbti on 
the loth April, VXV.\. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : Do Government ]woi)f»se to consult the 
11*'was on this (pu'stion of not allowing Muslims to jierforiu their 
Haj pilgrimage, this is a kind of interference with our religion 1 

Major W. K. Praser-Tytler : Sir, the jiosition is, 1 think, that Gov- 
cinment have a certain riuty to jicrform in respect to their responsibili¬ 
ties to the State in a matter of tliis sort. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : I want to know whether Government 
would now allow Mr. Ismail Ghuznavi to })erform Haj in the next s(*ason 1 

Major W. K. Praser-l^ler : 1 cannot give a guarantee about that, 
but if Mr. Ismail Ghuznavi makes an application for the passport, it will 
receive the fullest consideration of the Government. 

IIi:-Kmi»loymknt of Ui;rKi:N('iLED Staff of tub North Western Railway. 

972. *Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : (a) Will Government be pleased to 
state whether there are two kinds of retrenched servants of the Indian 
State Railways in general and the North Western Railway in particular— 
one retrenched during the last economy campaign and the other retrenched 
before that campaign 1 

(/>) Arc both kinds of rolrciichcd Railway servants kept on the wait¬ 
ing lists for re employnanl uheii \aeriucies occur ? If not, why not ? 

(r) Is it a fact that the Government of India have laid down, without 
making any distinction between tlie.se two classes of retrenched Railway 
servants, that the staff retrenclied or to be retrenched would be rc-instated t 

(d) Is it a fact that Government have issued orders that the said re¬ 
instatement should be made in the inverse order in which these two 
classes of servants were discharged ? If so, what were the reasons for it f 
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(e) Is it a fact that the A^ent of the North Western Railway has 
passed orders, disregarding the aforesaid Government orders, that the 
names of the men retrenched before the present economy campaign cannot 
be registered for re-emi)loyinent ? 

(/) Do Government know of such an ordei* having been issued by the 
Agent, North Western Railway, under his No. r)0-E.|507, dated about 14th 
August, 1988, ifi the case of Mr. Ramdas T. (8iugaiii, f;.r-Fircman and 
Shed Clerk, Nortli Western Railway V 

{(j) Do (Toveriiiiieiil j)ropase to point out to the Agent theii' policy 
on the point I'or dm* elTt'cl being given to it *’ If not, whj^ not ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : ^n) Governinenl are not aware of any general 
retrenchment that t(K)k i>la(*e on Indian Railways otherwist* than vlnring 
the economy campaign of 1931 and 1982. 

(h), (o'! and (d). The instructions Issued in connecition with the 
retrenchment during l!181-82 wen* that employees discharged should be 
borne on a common waiting list for the whole Railway and be a])i>ointed in 
the inverse order of diseharge. siibjt‘et to eommnnal adjustments, to any 
suitable vacancy that may occur on the Railways in pr(‘ferenee to others. 
The reason was that the (liseliarges were to be made in a detinite order and 
it followed from these that re-appointments should be as in the reverse 
order. 

(e) Government are not aware that the Agent has disregard! d the^e 
orders but I am sending a copy of this (picstion and tin* an.swcr to !iim for 
guidance. 

(/) No. 

{g ) Government consider tliat e.xisting instruct ions are sufficiently 
clear and do not consider any further instructions necessary. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : May 1 know. Sir, why tliis system of 
inverse order was adopted ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : I have just explained it. 1 said the reason was 
that since the discharges were mad<» in a definite order, it folIowe(i that 
re-appointments should be made in the reverse order. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai ; Has the Honourable Member got any 
information with regard to clause if) of this (picstion ? One Ramdas was 
retrcmched and then put on the waiting list, and In* was again thrown out 
of the list for no reason ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : I have no information on that ])oint. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Will the Honourable Member kindly send 
a copy of this question and its answer together \vith other supplementary 
questions and answers to the Agent, so that he might go into this 
ijialt(ir ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : 1 shall forward all these questions and answers to 
the Agent. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Thank you. 

Transfer of Inspectors and Postmasters in the Punjab and North- 
West Fronthhi Postal (IrRCLE. 

973. '"‘Bhai Parma Nand : Will Government please lay on the table 
of this House a statement showing particulars of the officials in the 
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lri«] Victors’and PostmaHtep’ cadres in the Punjab and North-West 
h>oritier (circle, whose ])eri()(Jjeal transfers, altliough due, have been sus¬ 
pended owing to (‘xisting financial conditions, and of those who have been 
transferred without any .such consideration, giving tlie reasons for this 
distinction ? 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : flovernment have no informa¬ 
tion. I may, however, point out that there are no orders for the 
])eriodi('aI transfer of Postmasters ; and that th(^ orders su.s])ending such 
.ransfors of Inspectors, r<‘lVrred to by the Honourable Member, are not 
absolute and may be departed from at the discretion of the Head (4* the 
t ircle. 


'I’hansfuus in rm: I\ti:ki:-t of SiMivioi: in the Posts and Teelxiraphs 

Department. 

974. •Bhai Parma Nand : (a) Will Gov(‘rnm(‘nt please state what is 
meant by “ int 'tvsf of liie servi'u* ” generally used in eases of transfers 
made in the I^ists and Teh'graphs Department ? 

(/>) Pan an official be iran.sferrcui from a higher scale of pay U) a lower 
one in the interest of the service at a loss of pay to the official without 
any fault on his part 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : («) The expression interest 
i.f tJie serviee ” wlien used in relation to a transfer is intended to dis¬ 
tinguish it from a traiisf<‘r ordered at an official’s own reipiest or conse- 
((iience of his misconduct. 

(h) Goverununit regret that they cannot give a general rei)ly with 
reference to a hypothetical ease, as each ca.se has to be dealt with under the 
rules and orders that may be relevant to its circumstances, e. </., the Funda- 
meiiiiil and Supplementary Rules or the (’ivil Service Regulations. 

liuH'XU’i.Mi A* ti(»n oi' Tin: Late Depi^w Postmaster, Amritsar. 

975. ♦Bhai Parma Nand : u/) Is it a fact that the late Dcjuity Post¬ 

master, AiiiT-itsfir, was allowed to leave his Ilea<l(piarlers foi* Lahore (his 
home daily at lb-:’!) hours thereby leaving his legitimate to be per¬ 

formed eillier by tin* Assistant Po.siina.ster or by a Supervisor ! 

(h) Was this delegation of duties of the Deputy Postmaster to junior 
officers ap])n)ved )»y the Postmaster General ? 

{r, If the reply to ]>art he in the alliniiativc, and to part (?;) in 
the negative, will Govei'iiiiient please state why tliis irregular practice and 
undue coneessioii was allowed to tin* Dejuity I’osTmaster by the Postmaster, 
Amritsar, to th<‘ detriment of serviee involving additional work for the 
subordinate stall* ? 

{(1) Do (tovenirnenl j)roi)ose to lake due iiotb*e of this irregular action 
and undue favouriti.sni on the ]'aii of the Postmaster ? 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : {a) to [d). Government lune no 
information. 'I'he iiudrer is one with which the Head of the Pirclc, L(' 
whom a co])y of the (]uestion is being sent, is einupeteiit to deal. 
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Transfers from and to Non-Family and Unhealthy Stations in the 
Trans-Frontieb in the Punjab and North-West Frontier Postaij 
Circle. 

976, ’'‘Bhai Parma Nand : (a) Is it a fact that the Secretary, All- 
India (inchidinj? Burma) Postal and Railway Mail Service Union, has 
brought to the notice of the Director General, Posts and Telegraphs, 
that transfers from and to non-family and unhealthy stations in the 
Trans-Frontier in the Punjab and North-West Fi’ontier Circle are not 
being carried out in accordance with the Government orders V 

(h) If reply to part (a) be in the affirmative, will Government please 
state what action has been taken against the present Superintendent, 
Post Office. Derajat Division, for not observing Government orders ? 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : (a) A complaint was received 
from tlic Secretary of tlic Cnion regarding tin* non-observance of the 
Director General's orders on the subject. 

None. Th(‘ orders referred to an‘ not ab.soln1(‘ but only lay down 
the ]>T‘occ(liin‘ that should ordinarily be followed ; th(‘ rcpn‘S(Mita1 ion of 
the Tnion is howt'vcr being eoiisidered with a viev io ilio a«h>})lion of 
measures whieh may make exceptions from the gtuieral rule inor-e inriwquent. 


ExPENDITTRE IXcrifKEI) POK (V)\VEYA\( E MaILS liV TIM’’. Sr II-! M ASTI.U, 
St.AI F <'OLLF.<JE. l^rKTTA. 

977. "Bhai Parma Nand : in) Is it a fael that the Suh-Postmastcr, 

Staff ('ollege, incurred, in of rc]M*atcd warnings, moia* cxpiniditurc 

for c'"rivey.:in<"‘ of mails oi* remittances, to (juetta Head Post Offict*, than 
that incurved in two or three previous years taken together 

(h) Jf the r(‘ply to part' ia) b<* in the affirmative, will Government 
please state what action has be(*n taken by them in the matter ? 

The Honourable Sir Prank Noyce : ((f) and (ff). Government have 
no information. Tlie matter is one with wliich tlie Head of the Circle, to 
whom a copy of the (question is being sent, is com])cteiit to deal. 

AlLEOATIOVS VUAIXST THE LaTE ESTABLISHMENT (h.EKK, SlMLA IIeAD PoST 

Op’fk’e. 

978. '‘'Bhai Parma Nand : With reference to the reply given to 

Question No. 4;i,‘l in this House on February, 21, 1933, will Govern¬ 
ment please state* if it is a fact that the E.slahlisliiuent Clerk, Simla Head 
Post Office, was feiund to have foi'ged the signatures of the late Postmaster, 
Simla, on an order of appointment i)f a Muslim Runner who was en¬ 
gaged in excess of tlie sanctioned establishment and tliat he ante-dated 
the said order to give it the appearance of genuineness 1 

(b) If the reply to part (a) be in the affirmative, will Government 
please state the full facts of the case and the punishment, if any, rricted 
out to the olTending official 1 

(c) Is it also a fact that the same official has since been transferred 
from Simla to Ludhiana Head Post Office as an Accountant ? Does not 
this position involve greater responsibility and trust ? If so, are Govern¬ 
ment prepared to consider the advisability of removing him from his 
present responsible post ? 
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The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : (a), (6) and (c). Government 
have no information. The matter is one with whieh tlie Head of the 
Circle, to whom a coi)y of this question is being sent, is competent to deal. 

PROCEDURK FOR RECRUITMENT OP ENGINEERING SUPERVISORS IN THE PoSTS 

AND Telegraphs Dei’artment. 

979. *Bhai Parma Nand : (a) Will Government please state what is 
the procedure follow^ed in recruiting Engineering Supervisors in the 
Indian Posts and Telegraphs Department, and since when was this 
procedure introduced ? 

(h) Will Government please state whether the Departmental candi¬ 
dates for apj)ointments as Engineering Su])ervisors, in view’ of their 
senice in tiu? Dejiartment, are accorded any preferential tr(?atment over 
outsiders ? 

(r) If the reply to j»art (h^ be in the affirmative, will Government 
please state if any pre{‘'‘ren<‘e is also given to 1h(‘ I)e|)artm6uital candidates 
III assigning p<>sitions <>n the seni<jrity list Ixd'ore appointing them as 
Kngin(*(*ring Supervisors ? 

((]’) If the reply to part n he in the affirmative, will (lOvernmcnt 
]>lease stat(* if the e(!neessi( iis have been nniforndy showai si?iee tim time 
the appointments have been thrown open to (iiialitiod departmental men ? 
If nor, are (lovernineiu pivuared U, (*«insider rh * desirability of redressing 
the geiiuiin* grievan(‘es of (he sialf *Md\ersely atlVett'd ? 

The Honourable Sir Prank Noyce : {a) and (h). The attention of 
th(‘ i{oiio;ivahl(‘ M(*inl)(*r is invited to the regulations published i)i the Direc¬ 
tor General’s (Jeneral Gireular Xo. 31, dated the 16th December. 1930, a 
copy of which has been plaeed in th(» Ijibrary of the iloii'^e. file system 
of recruitment find training described therein carnc into force from the 
1st daniiiiry. IJrJJh 

G’l So fjir two grou])s of candidates have been recruited under this 
sxsteni. \o pn*f<*re?itial treatment was aceorded to the departnnuital can¬ 
didates in the first batch, but in the second batch, telegraphists and other 
departmental candidates W’(*re given seniority over outsider*-. 

• 'Pile re])ly to the first pjirt is in the negative. As regards the 
second p;;rt, (Jovernnient (l<» n</t con.sider that tin* c-andblan's have any 
genuine grievanee. 

Vacvnoujs of Postmen, kvc., in the Saharanpuk and Dliira Dun Head 
Post Offuucs and their Sub-Offices. 

980. *Bhai Parma Nand : Will Government please vstate (t) the 
number of vacancies, temporary and permanent separately, in (a) post¬ 
men’s grade and (h) inferior .service in Saharanpiir and Delira Dun Head 
Post Offices and Sub-Offices attached to tlicm which (Xicurred luring 1931, 
1932, 1933 and (ii) tlio numher of tliosc given to Hindus and otlicr com¬ 
munities t 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : 1 regret that thf* information 
is not readily available. 
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Declakation or JlTvnr^ CoMMrvrrv as MiNORm’ ("oMMUNn’Y i-m Hbcruit- 

MEXT IN THE Punjab AND North-West Frontier Postal CmoLE. 

981. *Bhai Parma Nand : (a) Will Govornment. plojise state if they 
have Jaid down certain principles for reeriiitniont in the Posts and 
Telegraphs Department and fixed a certain percentage for minority 
communities ? 

(h) Will Government please state the criteria for determining 
minority communities and whether eaeli Postal Division or a District, a 
Revenue Division, or a ('ircle is to he taken as a unit ? 

(e) Will Government please name the coniiniinity which lias been 
declared as a minority community in tin* Punjab and North-West Frontier 
Circle in respect of different classes (»f ofiicials such as clerks, poslnicii and 
inferior servants ? 

(d) Will Government please state* the number of (/) postmen includ¬ 

ing mail guards. (//) inferior scr'ants, and (Hi) line staff in Engineer¬ 
ing emf)Joyed in the Punjab and North-West F"rontier Pirch* on 31.st 
March. 1 If the numficr cif lliirlus is less than Muhammadans, are 

Government prejiared to declare* the Hindu community ns minority com¬ 
munity for t*hc pur])ose of recruitment to these classes of officials ? 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce ; {a) In the case of i?ev.' recruitment 
Government have laid down that every third vacancy is to he r(‘served for 
minority communities in order to prevent tin* preponderarjcc of any one 
Cluj'S or community in Go\M*rument service. This is a general rule appli- 
cfible to r.ll Departments under the Government of India and not only to 
the Posts and Telegraplis Department. 

(h f The Honourable jM ember is referred to the reply to part ia) of 
his own starred question No. 671 in this House on the 7th March, 

(e) The Ilonourabh* JMember’s attention is invited to [larr G/) '»f the 
reply given to 8ardar Sant Singh’s .starred (piestion No. 56(1 in this Jhnise 
on the 21st September, 19.'12. 

(r/) The latest figures in p(»ssession of Government uhicli are Uj) to 
the •'list December, 19.‘{2, are as follows : 

Postmen including Mail Guards 9,.4S2 

(ii) Inferior servants .. .. .. 4,1 So 

(ml Dine Staff in Engineering 8SS 

As r(*gurds ihe latter part. Government regret that thr*y are loiable to aec<*pt 
the Honourahle Member's suggestion for reasons staled in The re])ly to 
part ((f ) of his own starred question No. 671 in this House on tl.«‘ 7th .March. 
1933 . 

Postings of Postaj^ Officials in the Punjab Pircle to their Home 

Districts. 

982. *Bhai Parma Nand : (a) Are Government aware that under 
the Punjab Government officers belonging to certain places are not 
posted for official duty in those places or districts ? 

(h) If so, arc Government prepar»»d to adopt a similar policy in the 
Posts and Telegraphs De]iartmoiit in the matter of such postings, at lea.st 
in the Punjab Circle ? 
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The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : (a) Government have no informa¬ 
tion. 

(h) <J(»v(*riiiiienl do not see any reason to aecej>t the Honourable Mem¬ 
ber’s sngfrestion. 

jVlM»01NTAlENT OF JIlNDU 8U1*BRINTENDENTS IN THE PUNJAB POSTAL CiRCLB. 

983. *Bhai Parma Nand : Is it a fact that in tin* Punjab Posts and 
Tclef>^raphs Circle there is an over-wheliniiijr niajorits oi Muslim Superin¬ 
tendents V 11' so, an (ji(Aerimieiil i)repai'ed to consider the advisability 
ol ai)j>oi7)iiii‘? a l'*v\ IJindu SupeiijJteiidtiits V 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : As r(‘{j:ar<ls the first i»art ol the 
»piesti<iii. tht* re]»ly is in tile nefrative. since tlioujrli ihc iniini)cr ol Suiierin- 
tendents in the Punjab (’irch* belon^inp to tiie Muslim eomnMiuity is great¬ 
er than that belonging to any other single «!Oininunity it is less than the 
nnndxT ol sneh or/ie(!rs belonging to all other coniiiiunities laht ii together. 

As rt^gards the seeond part <»1 the (jnestion. the att(*ntion ol the Hon- 
ourahle ^leniher is invited to the re])ly given in this House to part ib) of 
his si arced (piestion No. 4(»1 on the 22nd February. 1932. 

Auj'.gations against Kuan Sahib Malik Karam Di.v, Tm.BGitAPH Master, 

(JOVERNME.NT TELE<1RA]»11 OFFICE. LAHORE. 

984. *Bhai Parma Kand ; a Are (lovmiinii'in aware that linan 
Sabib Bialik Karam Din, 'lelegra|)h Master of the Lahore Government 
Telegrajih Office, his son Malik Khurshed Ahmad, a clerk in the same 
office., and Mohammad Khnrsbed Ahmad. Telegra])hist, in that office, 
made assaults in July, 1933 on certain members ol the Hindu staff 
employed in tliat office / 

(h) Arc (it»V(*rnTnent aware that complaints hy Hindu staff have 
been made to the higher authorities against the assaulters concerned ? 
If .so, will (lovernimmt p](*aso .state wind aclion, if any. has been taken 
against the assaulters 

(e> Is it a fact that Kiian Sahib Malik Karam Din was the cause 
ol serious troubles at I*esha%var Telegraph Officf* id On* lime when 
Mr. K. (’. Moore wa.s in charge* ol Thai e)ffiee and also at Lyallpu” w’hen 
he himself was in eharge ? 

(f/i Is it a fact that Khan Saiiib Malik Karam Din is the same 
official who has .jlready been given w’arriings by liigher authorities for 
his und(*sirable eommunal aedivities 7f so. have (Joveriiment considered 
the tpn*stion of his removal from tiov**r;;me!d service for his continued 
nndesirahh* ae<i\iti(*s .' If imt. do they proi‘os-.' in do s ) now ? 

The Honourable Sir Prank Noyce : Government have no information. 
The matter is one with which the Head of the Circle, lo whom a copv of the 
questhm is being sent, is competent to deal. 

SrKVLv OF Tur: KARArm-HoMTiAY froposkd Hroad Gauge Line 

985. *Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : (a) Will Government be pleased to 
slate if the Kaihvay Hoard have eompleted tb*' finttl survey of the Karachi- 
Bombay proposed broad gauge line, wducli they had n id ^^ tal: *”. to 
complete by July, 1933 ? 
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(h) If so, will Government be pleased to state whether they will 
start the construction work this year, as was promised to the Federation 
of Indian Chambers V 

(e) If the survey be not complete, what is the reason for the delay 
and how long are Government likely to take to come to a definite 
decision ? 

(d) Are Government aware of the urgency of this Railway and 
the anxiety of the peojilo of Sind and Bombay to see this railway opened 
for traflSc soon ? 

(e) What action do Government propose to take to bring into being 
this railway at an early date ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : (a), (h) and (r). Government are not aware of hav¬ 
ing given any undertaking or j)romise regarding the date of the completion 
of the survey or the starting of construction work, but the revised traffic 
survey which was in hand has been completed, and the report of the officer 
employed on it has been submitted to the Agent, North Western Railway. 
When i1 is i‘»-c(*ived by the Railway Board, along with the c'onsiden'd vic'ws 
of the L’ailway Administration, the question of taking up the <*onstru(lion 
of tl:<* line will he car<*fully considered in all its Ix^arings. 1 rt?gret it is not 
possible to say at pn*sent how long it will take to eonu* to a decision. Th-* 
ex[>enditure involved is about six erores of rupees and the matter is not. 
trierofore, one that ean or should be disposed of without rliorougli 

examination. 

{<!) and ((). (Tovernment are aware that certain seelions of public 
opinion are strongly in favour of the eonsrruetioii of this lim' and (Moisider 
it an U7’gent m*eessity. but it aj)pears that there is also a not iueonsiderahh* 
body of opinion who consider that there are more important liin‘s in that 
area Mhieh should haA’(‘ preeedeiiee. In any cast*. Government cannot under¬ 
take to start woik on it until they are satislied that it will be remuiu*rative. 
with whieli object in view the recent survey was carried out. 

Mr. Lalchand NavaJrai : I did not quite follow the answer of my 
Honourable friend with regard to the position which Government take as 
regards this railway. What is the "idew that Goveniment hold with regard 
to this railway ? Are they in favour of its l)<Mug construct* c! or not ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : It depends on the results of the traflic survey. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : May 1 know who have been deiuitod for that 
survey ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : It was done by an ofiieer of the North Western Rail¬ 
way. 1 fim sorry I do not remember the exact name. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai ; ]May I know if the report of ‘bat survey will 
be scrutinised by the Agent, and whether he will he the deciding autho¬ 
rity ? 

Mr. P. R. Ran : No, Sir. It will be scrutinised by the Agent and will 
be sent to the Railway Board with his comments. 

Disciiaboe of (ektain Hindu Clerks from the Office op the Chief 
A(tovsts Offici®, North Western Railway. 

986. ^'•Rao Bahadur M. C. Rajah : (u) Will Government be pleased to 
state if it is a fact : 

(i) that on the 15th August, 1932, on the withdrawal of certain 
temporary posts from the Office of the Chief Accounts Officer, 
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North Wfstoni Railway, about 1;) permanent Hinrlu elf*rks 
of that ofilcc. who had been appointed as a result, of an all 
India eompetiHve exaniinatioii held in 1929, were discharged 
from service ; 

(n) that these Tiermanenl Hindu clerks were, as per rules, granted 
all leav(^ due to them on the date of discharge, and, while still 
on h’ave, t.aken back in service about a month afterwards on 
the intei-veiitioii of the Coutrolh'r f)f Railway Accounts, on 
the letiirn to their parent Depariinent of about 20 comruercial 
elerks of that Railway ; 

(iii) tljat th(! specific work for wliich these 20 commercial clerks 
had hoen taken on t(* the administrative control of the Chief 
Accounts Ofiie'^r, Noith Western Railway, had ceased from 
1st AuLHist, 1902. and that the Chief Accounts Officer never¬ 
theless contijiued to retain these men in his office against 
])osts sanctioned for Accounts work ; 

<'//•) tliat the Chiel Account^ OiV.eer, North Western Railway, was 
fully aAvare, o]i the date hf ab.-orhed thes(* 20 commercial 
clerks i7i tiie Accounts ('stablLshmenl of the Railway even 
after llie ^^ork for wh.ieh they liad been loaned from the 
Coniinercia! Department of the Railway had ceas(*d to exist, 
of the roduelion in his ovn establishment that he w'as to effect 
on loth August, 1*^2 ? 

(/)) Will Government [ilease state why the Chief Accounts Officer. 
Norlli We.stern Railway, rotaiivd against Acei»iints posts, staff of much 
inferior qualifications reerniled mainly for work at railway stations, and, 
brought under reduction staff v;iio had been r<*»i»ruited specially for the 
Accounts Dej)artment through an all-India competitive examination, with 
service in the Accounts office extending to three years and who had been 
declared by a Chief Accounts Officer, North Western Railway, to be as a 
class, far superior to other.s f 

(r) Will Government be jdeased to state further whether these 15 
elerks are, on r(‘-api7oiiitn ent. beinc: tn’ated as temporary elerks and 
threatened with ln•^^ scales ol ]my, etc., simply on the technical plea that 
tlioy did not hohi a lien on their ]»osts during their leave ? 

(d) Do (lovernment propose* to camiel their discharge on 15th 
August, 19:>2. or post-date to about 14lh Se]nember, 1932, the retrench¬ 
ment of the temporary posts tlmt led to their discharge and restore tl«em 
to the permanent status tliat they held before discharge on 15tih August, 
3932 ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : (f/) it) C<*rtain temporary and permanent posts of 
cleriis w(‘ro brought under reduction, with effect from the 15th August. 
1J132, and 11 permanent Hindu elerks recruited through eomf>etitive 
examination were ilisehargt‘d along with others, the discharges being 
ma<h‘ in aeeorclanee w’^ith the orders regulating ndrene.hment. 

(a) (ii) The ])erinanent Hindu elerks referred to above were granted 
the h'av«* admissible under rules and were re-appointed dining the cur- 
retiey <»!' leave on the oeenrrenee of vacancies in the following eireumstanees: 

110 clerks selected from among the station staff at several stations 
and belonging to the Commercial Department were working 
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under the control of the Chief Accounts Officer, North 
West(‘rn Jlaihvay, in connection with a scheme which aimed 
at r(‘Jicvintr the station stall* of the responsibility of prepar¬ 
ing^ accounts returns. Tlie scheme in its final form required 
the empJoynient of no more Ilian ;?;{ cltu-ks in the Ac(;ounts 
Office. (/ons«‘(|iiently, tlie excess of llit* stalf taktni ^>ver from 
the stations over the number recjiiired was returned to 
I)e])artment 1o wliieli they belonjred. SubsiMiuenlly, iiow- 
ever, it was arranpred to send back 20 mon‘ of llie fffi'rks ori- 
prinally taken over from the Coinniercial DiejJartineni. This 
last inciileiit jirovided an o])portnnity for l•t*-appoilJlinir 20 
of tlie elerks discharprt'd from service from the* Acc’iints 
Oflice. 

{a) (Hi) As explainetl above the work did not cease from the 1st 
Autriist, 1032, and the second portion of the (juestion does not arise. 

{a) (iv) In view of my answer to elanse (Hi) above the (piestion does 
not arise. 

(h) In the rejdy to elanse (a) iii) I have already explaint'd the j*ea- 
son for takiii" some of the Cominereial Department elerks into the Accounts 
Department. 

(r and (d). The (piestions arc under examination with referenee 
to certain memorials r(*ceiv<*d from the statl*. 

(V)NTifUti'TiON TowAuns 'riii: UTni.niNo Frxn of the PrtTVf’i: of Walhs 

S VJi M EN’s 1 NSTITT^TR 

987. *Mr. K. C. Ncogy : Will tiov<»r?in:ent lc‘ pleased to slate : 

(a) whether a substantial amfuint of th(‘ Buildin«»: Fund of the 
Prince of Wales Seamen^s In‘'ti1ute was contributed by the 
Indian publie ; 

(h) whetlnn- that Institute lias been receiving an annual grant from 
the (lovernment of India ? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore -. (a) Attention is invited to the 
final reply to parts (a) and (h) of Mr. I». Das’s (pi(*stion N«». lOo^^, wliieli 
was laid on the table on the 7th November, 1932. 

(h) Yes. 

AoMrssrox or Indian OpFirKrts and rADirrs in the PRi.vrE of Walfjj: 

Seamen’s Institete. 

988. *Mr. K. 0. Neogy : Will Government be pleased to slate : 

(a) if it is a fact that Indian officers and cadets, up to very recently, 
were not admitted to the Prinei* of Wales Seamen’s Insti¬ 
tute ; 

(h) if it is a, fact that the Prince of Wales Seamen’s Institute is 
now prepared to admit only such Indian officers and cadets 
as are “ Knropean habits of life 

(c) if it is a fact that no restriction is imposed by the Mayo Marine 
Club at Rangoon in regard to the admission of Indian officers 
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.'iTul CH(l^‘t.s as imposed by the Friiufe of Wales Soaiiien’s Tristi- 
tnte ; 

(il) ir llu* answer to parts (f»), (h) ,imi (r) he in the atTirmative, 
the eirennislanees wliicli Jia/c led the Prinee of Wales Sea- 
ni<*n's Instil iit(‘ t.* impose sneli restrict ions on the aflrnission 
of Iiidiaii oflieers and cadets as nd'ern'd to above ’ 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Shore : fa) anrl (h). Yes. 

(ei to^vernment have no ih'finitt* information on this point. 

(d; 'J'h<* Prince r)f Wales Seannm's Inslitntc* eaters fur tl)ose wnp 
eaii a<lap1 th(*m.selv(*s t<) the ordinary social usa*res of a tdiih of this hind, 
(ioveimment have made empjiries int(> tin* inatt<*r and they see no reason to 
appreiieiid that in praetice there will he any restrietions or disal)iliues on 
the 'ISC of the Institute by Indian officers and cadets. 

Mr. K. C. Neogy ; Will the (irAernincnt la* pli*ased to eiKpaire on the 
point referred to in clause ((•) r»f tlie cpiestion '! 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Shore : In rejranl to the Mayo Marine 
(’Ini' at KfinirfMiii .’ ('ertaiidy. if my llonotirablc friend is anxious to 
liav(‘ it I shall jjet tIm* inforinaliou for him. 

Mr. K. C. Neogy : Wdl the Honourable Member see to it that no 
• Iiseriimnatoi-y treatnumt is meted f)nt t«t Indians in this ])articiilar 
matter ! 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Shore : I tidnk. Sir. I have said enomjh 
lo satisfy my Honourable friend that we ilo not apprehend any discii- 
minatory treatmeni will result in actual j)raclice. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Are the Governmeud aware that this 
Muestion (»f tile .Mavo Maritn* (’hib at Raniroon eaine up before the 
St.indiii;r Pinance ('oinmittee mon* than once, and tliat thi* Standiiijf 
i'iiiance Poininittee allowed certain ex[)(‘nditnre to lie incurred on the 
distinct understanding' that Indian officers w’ould la allowed into this 
(dub without any restriction being imposed ? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Shore : 1 am much obliged to tlie 
lloiioiirable Member for the information. 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy : Is there any authoritative definition anywhere of 
ili(' expressu)n “ Kurfjjjean habits of life ? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Shore : .Vo, Sii . I do not think there 
is. hut if my Honourable friend >vnuld do me the lionour next time he is 
n Delhi to <*ome to a (did) with me I ".ill give liim a practiiud illustra- 
: ion of Its nieaniiig. 

Mr. K. C. Neogy ; Shall I be permitted wdth these elotlies on ? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Shore : Yes, most certainly. 

Sr.ATrs OF IJfrar ts ttif Federal roNSTmmoN. 

989 *Mr. S. G. Jog : {a) Will Government pleaSe state whether the 
negotintions which were in progress between the (dovernment of India and 
His Exalted Iliirhness the NMzain as regards the exact method of bringing 
in lierar into the Federal Constitution have been concluded ? 

(h) If so. will Government please make a statement on the general 
position as it stands now f 
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(c) Wil] Govprjimeiit pliast slari^ wLether, .-md if so, when and how 
an opportunity Avil] la* lu the reprosenlalives of Ilerar to disenss tlie 

terms of that netrotiatioii lx fore an> final decision is taken ? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Shore : (a) No. 

(/)) The question does not arise. 

(e) Governnienl rejrret llial they are not y(‘t in a. position to make 
a statement oti the i)oiiits raised. 

Mr. S. G. Jog : Is it not a fact that in London th(‘r»* Avas a (^un- 
mittee app(»inteti under the ehairuianship <d‘ the I'lider Secretary of 
►State for India very re<*ent]y and they have considered tin* (pj(‘stion ? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Shore : My Honourable friend must 
jrivt* me notice of that question. 

JnQUIKV rNDEK CEKTAIN PARAGRArilS OF THE PROPOSALS IN THE WlUTE 

PAFICK. 

990. -"Mr. S. G. Jog : (■/) Will Gov(‘i*nment please make a statement 
as regards the result of any iiupiiry nii(h*r ]xiragraphs 45 and 61 of the 
I)ro})osals in the AVhite Paper ? 

(/;) If the inquiry i^ not yet liidshed, will tiovernment i>leas(* state 
when it is likely to be eomjileted V 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : Ihiragraphs lo and (>1 of the 
White Paper Proposals do not suggest any enquiry. If tlie Honourable 
Member will indicate wdiat enquiries he has in his mind. 1 shall be glad 
to see whether there is any information which Government could give 
him. 

Indians in the Indian Civil Service aj’pointed as PIxecutive Councillors 

IN the Provinces. 

991. *Mr. S. G. Jog : (o) Will (lovernment please state how many 
Indians belonging to the Indian Civil Sofa ice have been appointed in each 
province, wliether major or* otherwise, as E.xecutivc C;Ouncillors, since the 
year 1920, i.e., the A etjr of working of the. Mont ford Kefornus. till August, 
1933 ? 

(b) Will Government please .state Avhat is the pro])ortion of Indians 
in the Indian Givil Service as L*oin])ar< d with Eur(»]»(‘ans in each ])rovince ? 

(c) Will Governnient please stat'* wliat ]>art the Local Governments 
and the Government of India and the Secretary of State take in the siiid 
appointments ? 

fd) Will Government please state the authority who makes the liusl 
appointment V 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : (a) So far as I am aware no 
Indian member of tlie Indian Civil Service has be(*n permanently 
a])]iointed to a Governor’s Executive Council, but three have* h<*en ap¬ 
pointed in tempoi’ary vaeancies, one of them after resigning from the 
Indian Givil Service. 
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(6) A statement is placed on the table. I am afraid, however, the 
Honourable Member will not he able to base any arf'umerit on these 
ligures with reference to the point raised in (a) of his question, as the 
great majority of the Indian members have entered the service within 
the last If) years, and clearlj would not be considered for appointments 
of this nature. 

(c) and id). Members of a Governor's Executive Council are 
aj)poinfed by His Majesty under section 47 of the Government of India 
Act. Appointments to temporary vacancies are made by the Governor 
in Council under section 92 of the Act. 


Statement showing the number and proiporlian of officers in the Indian Civil Service on 

1st January^ 1933. 


Province. 

Number. 

Proportion. 

Total. 

Europeans. 

Indians. 

Europeans. 

Indians. 






o 





/O 

.'O 

Madras .. 

187 

108 

79 

58 

42 

Bombay .. 

149 

94 

55 

63 

37 

Bengal .. 

184 

104 

80 

57 

43 

UniU<d Provinces .. 

209 

128 

81 

61 

39 

Punjab .. 

151 

97 

54 

64 

36 

Burma .. 

153 

117 

36 

76 

24* 

Bihar and Orissa .. 

118 

I 77 

41 

65 

35 

Central Provinces .. 

102 

61 

41 

60 

40 

Assam 

44 

33 

1 

11 

i 75 

25 


* Including BurmaiiS. 


Mr. S. G. Jog ; Is there any particular reason wliy permanent 
ai)poi!itmeiits have not been made during the last ten or twelve years ? 

The Honourable Sir Har^ Haig : No, Sir. There can be no general 
reason. It is a question of individual selection. 

Mr. S. G. Jog : Is there any tendency to make a distinction between 
the European element in the T. C. S., and the Indian element ? 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : No, Sir. There is no such 
tendency. 

Mr. S. G. Jog : Have any cases been brought to the notice of the 
Government of India of supersession in the Central Provinces Govern¬ 
ment in the case of appointments to the Executive Council f 

L298LAD e 
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The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : There is no question of super¬ 
session. These are very essentially selection aj)pointments. 

Mr. S. G. Jog : Whnl are the qualifications tliat weigh with the 
(Tovernment in inaking selections ? 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : Suitability. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Xot seniority • 

Mr. B. V. Jadhav : Is it not a iaet tliat an Indian member of the 
1 i\ S. was not found suitable for a pennaiient appointment as Execu¬ 
tive Conneillor, but lie was subseqiKmtly found snitabb* to fill a tem- 
]>o]'ary vacancy ? 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : T am afraid 1 do not know what 

iiiy llonoural)Je friend is referring to. 

Mr. B. V. Jadhav : ]\Ir. J. X. Gliosal's. 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : 1 nin.st ask for notiet* of that. 

Mr. K. C. Neogy : Is tliere not a tendency in s(nne provinces at 
least to shunt off th(‘ Indian members of the I. (\ S. into the judicial 
line sc‘ tliat the executive line may be the momipuly of the Eritishers ? 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : Xo. Sir. 1 do n()t think that is 
the ease, uor do 1 lliink that tliat (piostioti aris<‘s fail of tin* point that wc 
ar<' ('onsii’erinir at tli(‘ niomenT. So far as seloetion for tin* judieial line 
is coneerned, ] tliinh as a rule JiO«*al (lOvtoMiinciits try to make their 
s*'!(>eiions in accordance with the wishes of the oflieers. 

(h.EHKS r.MIM.OVED OX WoKK <’0.XXBC;TL1> WITH Horns OF FiMlMiOYMENT 
RDJri.ATlOXS ON THE NoKTII WeSTEKN JiAIlAVAY. 

992. *Mr. Uppi Saheb Bahadur : (a) Will Government please state 
whether it is a fact that some 20 clerks have been employed on th(^ North 
Western Railway on work in eonneetion Avitli hours of employment regula¬ 
tions ? 

(If) Is it a fact that all these clerks were given promotion to a higher 
scale a I the time of their appointment to those duties, class II clerks being 
put in class III and class HI clerks in class IV ? 

(c) Is it a fact that in addition to higher rate of pay these clerks 
generally earn travelling allowance whib* on tour ? 

(d! Is it a fact tliat no selection was made* by a proj)er selection beard 
for appointment to these jiosts which involved arbitrary and out-of-turn 
promotion ? 

(fi) Is it not the declared policy of Government not to give incri'ase 
of pay for work of a special or different character ? If so, why was 
inereastd pay given in tin’s ease as a matter of course ? 

(/) Are Government prepared to consider the question of regrading 
all these clerks in their substantive grades ? 

(ff) Will Government be pleased to state whether it is a fact that in 
promoting all these to the next higher grades they were given tlie minimum 
pay of such higher grade ? 
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{h) Is it a fact that there was one case, namely that of Mr. Khub 
Chand, in which the clerk was given nearly the maximum pay of the higher 
grade ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : With your permission, Sir, I shall answer questions 
Nos. 992, 99.'1 and 994 together. Government have no information but 
I have sent a eoj)y of these questions to the Agent, North Western Rail¬ 
way, for such action as he may deem necessary. 

WtLFAKL C‘lKKK IN THE RAILWAY WORKSHOPS AT SUKKUR. 

t993. *Mr. Uppi Saheb Bahadur : (a) Is it a fact that a class IV 
welfare clerk Ls in tJie Workshops at Sukkur whereas there is only a class 
111 well'are clerk in Loco. Shops, Moghali)iira ? 

{b) Is it a fact that the Loco. Shops, Moghalpura, have nearly four 
times as inucli staff as the Sukkur Shoi)s ? 

(r; if till* reply to part {a) he in the allirniative, will Government 
])leaNe state tln^ special circumstances which warrant the appointment of 
a senior grade man iii the smaller Avorkshop ? 

SlKDITl AND NON-SiNDllI GlERKS IN THE 1..ATK ('ONSTRUc/lTON OFFICE, NoRTH 

W ESTEUN R A1LW AY. 

+9!M. "Mr. Uppi Saheb Bahadur : {o') Will Government please state 
the nuni])er oi* Sindlii tind iion-Siudlii elerks in the Gonstruction ofttce, 
North Western Kailway, before the dissolution of that office in 19^2 ? 

{h) Will Government he i)lcased to stall* tiic number of Sindhi and 
noii-Siiitihi clerks who wen* retained and confirmed after the dissolution of 
Gomtruetion Office I 

(i*; is it a i’aet that some of these Sindhi ilindu clerks avLo weiv below 
tin* educational standard requind for the jjpi)oiiitincnt and confirmation 
as office clerks have been eonfirmed in contravention of the existing 
rules ? If so, why ? 

[d) If tin* reply to part (r) he in the affirmative, are Government 
])rcparcd to take ste])s to remedy matters and to avoid a recurrence of such 
preferential treatment i 

Nhn-Pdstinu of VsQVMAvivAf GuARDs AS A.ssistaxt Statjon Mastebs on 

Indian Railways. 

995. *Mr. Uppi Saheb Bahadur : {a) Is it a fact that those Guards 
who are once .sent to the Training School and disqualify themselves are 
never posted to Avork as Assistant Station Masters und<‘r the general rules 
on Indian Kaihvays read Avith subsidiary rules of 1929 ? 

(h) .A.re there any cxce])tions to these rules issued by the Railway 
Board V If so, iipfo Avhat extent ? 

(fO Are Agents empoAverod to deA’iate from these rules Avithout prior 
approA^a> of the Raihvay Board ? 

(d) Are any divisions of the North Western Railway exempt from the 
operation of these rules ? 


< Por nii»wor to tliia <iiif!itiuii, gfe nnswor to question No. 992. 

L.‘’«8JjAD pS 
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Mr. P. R. Rail ; (tf) I have not been able to discover any rule in 
the General Rules for Indian Railways which has this effect. 

(b) and {(•). Aj^ents are bound to follow the General Rules issued 
by the Railway Board, but are empowered to frame subsidiary rules 
which they can alter so loii" as they are not inconsistent with the General 
Rules. 

(d) No Railway or Division of a railway is (‘xempt from the opera¬ 
tion of the General Rules. 

Rules of Examination fok RE(TiuiTMENT to the Supekiou Commercial 

ANO Tr.\NSPORTATION SERVICES. 

J)!)(i. *Mr. Uppi Saheb Bahadur : (a) Is it a fact that the Railway 
Board R'cently revised the rules for the competitive examination held for 
recruitment to the sujierior Commercial and Transportation Services V 

^h) Is: it also a fact that the classical lanpruafrcs, like Sanskrit, Arabic 
and Persian, do not find a place in the syllabus for that e.xamination ? 

(c) Is it a fact that these lan»ua<i:es form part of the syllabus of ]>rae- 
tically all non-lechnieal examinations, for example Indian Civil Service, 
Indian Audit and Accounts Service, Imperial (•ustom Service, Jtailway and 
Military Accounts Service, etc. ? 

(d) If so, are Government prejiared to consider the advisability of 
includhif? these three subjects, viz., Sanskrit, Arabic and Persian, in the 
syllabus for the recruitment examination of the superior Commercial and 
Traffic Service ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : in), (.h) and (c). Yes. 

(d) 'J’he syllabus was revised iu eoiisultation with the Public 
Service Coniniission and the reason why so wide a choice was not pro¬ 
posed for this examination was that the experience of the Public Service 
Commission ha(i shown that the number of options allowed was ex¬ 
cessive. It was also held that these Departments wore unlikely to 
require candidates possessing the qualifications resulting from a pm- 
lon^red study of the classical lanjnia^es. My Honourable friend will no 
doubt have observed that a lar«re number of other subjects with pro¬ 
bably as "ood a claim as the classical lan^uaprcs have been excluded 
from this syllabus. 

TTN.STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Recruitment of Indian.s to the Indian Air Force. 

81. Rao Bahadur M. C. Rajah : (a) Will Government be pleased to 
state what are the various “ trades ” in the Indian Air Force to which 
they have decided to recruit Indians and what is the sanctioned strength 
for each ? 

(h) How much recruitment of Indians for the Indian Air Force has 
so far been made and how much remains to be made in the near future ? 

(c) What are the addresses of the various Recruiting or Technical 
Recruiting Officers through whom applications for recruitment for 
technical and non-technical trades should be submitted ? 

(d) How, by whom and when is the final selection of personnel to be 
made ? 
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(e) What are the various training centres at which the selected 
apprentices, etc., will be trained and where will the offices and Head¬ 
quarters of the Indian Air Force be located ? 

(/) What is the minimum period for which candidates for trades 
not involving apprenticeship must work as aircrafthands before they 
can be mustered into the trades chosen by or specified for them ? 

({/) Are free rations, free quarters (single or family), railway 
warrants and leave concessions allowed to airmen before attestation ? 

(/t) What are the rates of i)ay and rules for recruitment for 
(?) AVarrant officers, and (n) Mechanical Transi)ort drivers for the Indian 


Air Force ? 

Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham : (a) 

Trndfy.. Sa ncHoned 

strength. 

Aircrafthand . . . . . . . . 5 

Armourer . . . . . . . . 1 

iilacksmith . . .. . . .. 1 

Carpenter .. .. . . .. 1 

Clerk, Ceneral Duties .. . . . . 2 

(1erk, Pay Accounting .. . . . . 1 

Clerk, Stores Accounting . . . . . . 1 

Coppersmith and Metal Worker .. .. 1 

Electrician . . . . . . . . 1 

Fitter Aero Engine . . . . . . . . 8 

Fitter Armourer . . .. . . . . 1 

Aletal Rigger . . . . . . . 7 

l^hotograplier . . . . . . . . 1 

Storekee])er . . . . . . . . 2 

Wireless ()])(>rator Mech. . . . . . . 2 

Wireless Operator . . . . 2 


(/j) Twenty-two have already hoi^n enrolled. The balance required to 
eoi!iph t#‘ eMtahli-lmoMit v.ill be enrolled in the near future. 

f I Appliratifitis for enrolment in highly skilled trades should be 
submitted to b*oyaJ Air Foreo Ileadcpiarters. Api>lieations for enrolment 
in other trades ‘.Isould bt* submitted to the Army Recruiting Officer at 
Rawalpindi, P«*shawar, Kohat, Lahore, dullimdnr, Delhi. Ajmer or 
Lucknow. 

(d) Hy merit, hy the Air Officer Coiinnanding, Royal Air Force, India. 

({) Karachi. 

{/) Xn miniinmn period has been prescribed. 

(g) Free rations, free quarters (single) and leave concessions are 
allow<‘d to airmen after (‘iirolment. Railway warrants to join the unit at 
Karachi are allowed to accepted recruits. 

(/f) {/) Rat(‘s of pay for Warrant Officers have not vet been fixed. 
Warrant Offii'crs are not recruited direct but are promoted from the junior 
ranks. 

(//) Alechauieal Trans])ort Driver.s are selected by the Indian Army 
Service (^)rps and traini'd at ('‘haklala. The rates of pay are laid down 
in Thiv and Allowance Regulations for the Royal Air Force in India and 
Indian Air Force. 
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Introduction op Leave Reserve and New Scales op Pay in the 
Government oh India Offices. 

82. Bao Bahadur M. G. Rajah : (a) Is it a fact that all Departments 
of the Government of India Secretariat and some of tlie Attached Ofliees 
have a leave reserve for their establishment ? 

(6) Do Government i)ropose to introduce a leave reserve in all the 
Attached Offices and thereby stop the practice of appointing in-experienced 
officiating men in short vacancies when any j)ernianenl iiicumbtnu goes on 
leave ? 

(c) When do Government propose to introduce new scales oi* ]my in 
the oiTfic.cs of the Government <d‘ India ? 

(<'/) Is it a faet that the introduetion of new s('a]t*s of ]):i\ will also 
involve some changes in the stnuigth of staff in tlie various Divisions in the 
casf* oi Attached Offices ? 

(r) Do Governmeot ]>r('pose to avail themselves of th.is ()]>|)(n*iunity to 
introduce a leave restu’vc along with tie* introduction of the new scales of 
pay in those few ot!i(ft‘s in wliich it does ju»t exist at present ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : (r/ i Yes. 

(h) No such proposal is under considerati(*n. 

(c) 8eales of pay for new entrants to the Governor (leneral’s Services 
are in course of publication. 

(d) Yes. 

(c) As the question of the provision of a leave reserve has no con¬ 
nection with the introduction of now scales of pay Government have not 
considered the suggestion made. 

Reviskd Kdition of the jMoore’s Family Medicine. 

83. Rao Bahadur M. C. Rajah : (a) Will Government please state 
when was the hook “ Moore^s Family Medicine ” last revised and wliat is 
its price for Government servants ? 

(6) Wlien do Government propose to print its up-to-date I'ditiou ? 

(c) Do Government projiose to asi?ertain from all Government servants 
by means of a general circular as to the number of copies recpiired by them 
when the book is re-print'ed ? 

Mr. G, S. Bajpai : (o) In 1920. The price of the present edition 
was recently reduced and is now Rs. 2-8-0 per copy for Government 
servants whose salary is below Hs. 500 per mensem and Rs. 3 for those 
whose salary is Rs. 500 and over, per mensem, 

(b) The matter is under consideration. 

(c) Government consider that when the book is reprinted, it would 
be sufficient to bring that fact to the notice of Government servants through 
Local Governments and Heads of Departments. 

Appointment of Doctors and Opening of a Dispensary in New Delhi. 

84. Rao Bahadur M. C. Rajah : (a) Will Government phv^se state ; 

(?) the names of doctors appointed for duty with tlie Government 
of India at New Delhi for the next winter for vnri»)\is grades 
of Indian employees ; 
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(ii) the time and place at which they will be available for consulta¬ 
tion ; 

(in) proscribed rates of fees for their visitinf^ the houses of the Gov¬ 
ernment employees ? 

(h) Are Government aware that last year both the time and place of 
consultation of the do(*tors was not convenient for those for whom they 
were intended ? 

(c) Do Government proj)ose to fix the time of consultation hdore 
office hours in the niornin*^ and afitr office hours in the cveiiini^. and tlie 
place of consultation near the Indian (^Jerks’ quarters, r??., Ool Alarket 
or Ihiird lioad ? 

(d) Wlien do Government propos(‘ to open a dispcmsai’y, like tJie 
Civil and Military T)isp(‘nsary of Simla, at a central jilaec (Ii!<iian 
clerks’ ((iiai’ters), in New Delhi from whore Government servants ma\ rret 
m(‘dicin<*s without unnecessary loss of time ■ 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : (a) (/) Indian employees of the Government of 
India Sfvretariat and tlunr Attached Offices will he attended to by the 
followinjr medical oflfi(‘ers : 

Those drawinnr pay of Rs. oOO per mensem and upwards by 
Major It. 8. Aspiriall, I.M.8.. Civil Surgeon, New Delhi. 

Those drawiiifj pay from Rs. 150 to Rs. 499 per mensem in migra¬ 
tory ollfi(‘es Ijj" Dr. N. F. Masters, Civil Assistant Surgeon in 
eharge of dunior Secretariat Establishimmts. 

Thost* drawing ])ay from Rs. 150 to Rs. 499 ])er mensem in noii- 
migratory (offices by Dr. D. Deish. (’ivil Assistant Surgeon 
attached to the Civil IIos[)itak New Delhi. 

Thos<* drawing ])ay of Rs. 149 per immsein and under by Dr. Raridhir 
Siiigli and Dr. Muhammad Yunus, Sub-Assistant Surgeons 
attached to the (’ivil Hospital. New Delhi. 

Indian employees of the Army and Royal Air Force Headquarters 
drawing Rs. 250 ]>er men.som and upwards will be attended to 
by the Surgeon to His Excellenc.v the Commander-in-Chief and 
those drawing less than Rs. 250 ]hu’ mensem by Dr. N. F. 
]\I asters. 

in) At the Civil Hospital. New Delhi, ladween S a.m. and 10 a.m. and 
between 4-20 I'.m. and 5-20 j*..m. After these hours at their residences. 

(Hi) All Government servants and the families of thosM' employed in 
the Army and Royal Air Force Headquarters, if too ill to attend the 
hospital, are entitled to free attendance at their residences. When a Gov¬ 
ernment servant’s family is not entitled to free attendance the appointed 
medical attendant is permitted to charge a fee not exceeding, in the case 
of an Assistant Surgeon, Rs. 2 for each day visit and Rs. 4 for each night 
visit, and, in the case of a Sub-Assistant Surgeon, Re. 1 for each day visit 
and Rs. 2 for each night visit. 

(h) No. 

(c) and (d). The time of consultation has always been before office 
hours ill the morning and after office hours in the evening. As the Civil 
Hospital, New Delhi, is situated at a central place, not far from the Indian 
Clerks’ quarters, the question of opening a new dispensary as suggested by 
the Honourable Member does not arise. 
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Ratio of the Number of Superintendents to Assistants and Clerks in 
THE Government of India Offices. 

85. Kao Bahadur M. 0. Rajah : Will Government please state what 
is the ratio of the imiiiber of Sii[)erintendents to Assistants and Clerks in 
the I Ionic Department and in other Departments of the Government of 
India and Attached Offices ? 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : A statement containing the infor¬ 
mation is laid on the table. 


Statement showing the ratio of Superiniendents to Assistants and Clerks in the (ioremmen 
of India Secretariat and Attached Offices. 


Home 

1 Superiutendent to 12-8 

Foreign and Political .. 

1 

9-8 

Finance 

1 

11-9 

Commerce 

.. 1 

14-8 

E., H. & L. . . 

1 

i:m 

Legislative 

* 1 

19 

Industries Branch 

1 

17-7 

P. W. Brandi 

1 

7 

Army 

I 

18-7 

F. A., Af. F. .. 

1 

18-2 

I. C. A. B. .. 

1 

19 

Railway 

.. 1 

16 

Legislative Assembly .. 

1 

19 

Attached Offices. 
Adviser, I. S. Forces .. 

1 

10 

D. G., I. M. S. 

.. 1 

)0-3 

D. I. B . 

1 

10-3 

D. P. I. 

1 

8 

Director, Civil Aviation 

. 1 

8*3 

D. G., Archy. .. 

1 

10 

Indian Stores Department 

1 

29*4 

C. B. R . 

1 

18 

P. S. C. 

..1 

15 

D. G., P. & T. 

..1 

11-4 

Controller, Printing and Stationery 1 , 

16 

G. S. Branch 

1 

18-3 

A. G.’a Branch 

1 

11-25 

Q. M. G.’s Branch 

1 

12 

M. G. 0. Branch 

1 

11-2 

M. S. Branch 

1 

13-3 

E.-in-C.*s Branch 

1 

12 

Medical Directorate 

1 

11 

Contracts Directorate . . 

1 

10 

A. D. 0. S. (Provision). . 

.. 1 

13 

R. A. F. Headquarters 

1 

14-5 


Note. —(t) There are no superintendents in the offices of the A. M. S. (P.) and the J. A. G. 
(ii) In preparing the statement, the total number of Assistants and clerks has 
been taken into account, though in a few cases Assistants and clerks are in charge of Sections 
and many clerks are employed in isolated posts of a special nature not under the charge 
of Superintendents. 
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Occupation op Quarters in New Delhi by the Staff of the Government 
OF India after they become out of Class. 

86. Rao Bahadur M. 0. Rajah : {a) Is i1 a iVict that the members of 
the non-migratory (‘stahlishments of the Government of India at New Delhi 
ai e ])(‘rmitted to remain in occupation of the quarters once allotlcd to tliem 
when tliey become out of class, until a quarter f»f the proper class heenmes 
available for them ? 

ib) If the re]jly to jiart {a) be in the affirmative, will Government 
j)]ease sTate if the same practice is followed in the case of the* migratory 
staff as well ? 

Are Government aware that prreat difficulty is experienced by those 
who are ousted from their old quarters in findin»r i)rivate resrileiices for 
th«‘ms(‘h.'f‘s ;ifi{‘i* their move down from Simla and that their ease is liarder 
than of those wJio remain throughout the year in New Delhi I 

(</) Do Government propose to consider the desirability (»f making’ 
the ])r:ictice in this respect uniform for migratory and non-mi^ratory 
staff* I If not, why not ? 

The Honourable Sir Prank Noyce . The attention of the Ilonour- 
able Memher is invited to the reply given by me on the 20th March. 1933, 
to '-tarred question No. 799 by Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad. 

Location of certain ArrAciinn Offices in New Dei.hi. 

87. Rao Bahadur M. C. Rajah : (a) Will Government please state 
liow d(a*s the cpiestion of the stoppage of tlie move of the Government of 
India, and particularl,v of the Attached offices, stand at j)resent ? 

I/.') Is it a fact that tlie installation of nv^iros has solved to a large 
extent tile shortage of water problem which was a great obstacle in tlie utiv 
of the Attached Gffiees being permanently located at New Delhi ? 

(c) Have Gov(*rnment considered that some of the Attached Offices, 
c.f/., Pn])li(* Service Gonimission, Indian Stores Department. Director 
General of Indian Medical Service (excepting the Hraneh dealing with 
Indian Medical Service and Milit^iry DepartmentV and Director General 
of An ha'ology, can be easily detached from the Government of India and 
located at New Deliii during summer ? 

(tj \ Do Governiiieut propose to annnuiiee their final decision 'u the 
rnatier sufficiently before the move-down of the offices to enable the estab- 
iislimcmts concerned to make their future arrangements (regarding lease of 
houses at Simla for the next year and removal of their hous'dioM effects 
from Siml/i to D^elhi) accordingly f 

The Honourable Sir .'ffrrry Ha% : (a) and (c). I would refer the 
Honourable Member to the reply given by me on September 5, 1933, to 
part (h) of Mr. Bliuput Sing’s tpiestion No. 607. 

(h) I understand that the recent installation of meters has had a 
very marked effect on the con sura j)t ion of filtered water. 

(d) It is unlikely that any decision will be announced before the 
offices move to Delhi next month. 
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New Scales of Pay for Army Headquarters Staff. 

88. Rao Bahadur M. 0. Rajah : (a) Will (Toverninent please state 
whetlier the new scales ot' pay lor Secretariat and Attached Oftlees o£ the 
Governinont of India will also apply to the Army 1 leaihpiarters 1 It not, 
what will be the system of reeruitmeiit in future for tlie Army Head¬ 
quarters ? 

(b) Is it a fact that the elerks of the Indian Army Pori)s will be 
appointed for duty in the Army Headquarters, and if so. what will be their 
scales of ])ay and allowances ? 

Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham : (a"' and {b). The matter is under con¬ 
sideration, and no iic(dsion lias yet been reached. 


Certain Posts in each Postal Division of the Pom bay Circi.e. 

89. Mr. A. Das : >fn Will Govt rnment please furnish the fcdloAving 
infornialion in respect of each Postal Division of the liOinbay (’ircle : 

Number of jmsis of — 

(? ) Departmental Branch Ih*slmasters, 

(??) Overseer.s, 

(Hi) Overseer Postmen, 

(nO Head lh)stmeu, 

(r) Reading or Sorting Postmen. 

(vi) Postmen, 

(I'ii) Village Postmen, 

(viii) Runners, and 
(«>) Other inferior servants, J 

(/>) How many of the po.st.s in the categories (?•??) and (viii} 

of part (a) above, were abolished altogether between this perio<l, i.e., 
between 31sl March. 1931 and 3(>th June, 1933, and how' many were 
substituted by employment of extraneous agents to do the duties attached 
to their posts ? 

(c) In how many cases, in respect of each Postal Division of the 
Circle, were tlie permanent holders of the po.st.s in the categories of (vi). 
(vn) and (viii) of part («) above, retired compulsorily during the same 
period for })urpose.s of em]>loyment of extraneous agents in their places ? 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : (r;), (.h), and (c). Oioverrnnent 
regret that the information required for a detailed reply to the various 
parts of the question is not available and could not be obtained without 
much time and labour ; but a .statement showing the number of |)osis in 
eacli of tlm first five categories on the 3Ist January, 1931 and the 31st 
January, 1933, respectively, in the Bombay Circle, as a whole, is annexed. 
In this connection the Honourable ember’s attention is invited to the 
reply given in this IIaii.se on the 31st August, 1933, to his starred questions 
Nos. 295 and 296. 


i on the 31.st March, 1931 
) and oil the 3()th June, 
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Statement. 

Bombay Circle. 

NumV)er of poats Number of 


(:atcji;ory. 

on Hist Jan¬ 
uary, 1031. 

piwts tm 31st 
.lanuary, 1033. 

(i) Departmental Branch Postmasters 

144 

27 

(i7) Mail Overseers 

40 

37 

(Hi) Overseer Postmen 

61 

56 

(iV) Head Postmen 

57 

31 

(f) Header and Sortinpr Postmen 

114 

107 

POSTINC or lIlNOr SrCriUXTlINDENlV IN Till 

: PrSMAIl AND 

North-West 


Fh()NTii:k I’ostai. (’iuclk. 

90. Seth Liladhar Ohaudhury : (n) Will Gov. ruiTUMjt ])lease 
state' lli<‘ imnibor (»f SujxM’iiitpndfMits of l*o>t 01 Tk‘n of difiVi’cnt com- 
iniiiiilios ill Iht* I^nii.jal* and Xortli-Wfsf Frontier Firele ’ Is it a fact tliat 
the Hindus arc in vciy )>oor minority and the ^luslims in ^cry pTcat 
majority If so. will (Jovcrimo'iit j)h?asc state tlic aidion tln'v propose to 
take to avoid the preponderance of the Muslim community in the posts of 
Superintendents of Post Offices in the Punjab Circle ? 

ih) Will Government please state the names of the Postal Divisions 
in the Punjab Circle the cliarjre of which has not been held by a Hindu 
8iip(‘rintendent durincr tlie last 15 years ? 

(c) Do (lovernment propose to consider the advisability of posting: 
Hindu Suiierintendents t(‘ these Divisions as soon as suitable opportunity 
occurs in future ? 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : (o) As re pards the first part of 
tile (|uestion. there are at pr<\sent nine idusliins, four Hindus, five Sikhs, 
one European and three Angrlo-Indian Superintendents of Post Officeij, 
ineludinpr Assistant Postmasters-General, in the Punjab Postal Circle. As 
rejrards the second part, the attention of the Ibmourable ^lember is invited 
to the reply griven in this House to part (h) of Bhai Parma Xand’s starred 
ipiestion No. 491 ou the 22 ik 1 February, 1032. 

(b) Government have no information as such postings are made by 
tin* Postmaster-General. 

(r) Does not arise in view of the reply to jiarts {a) and (b). 

PincpoNnKHANVE OF i.v the Peshawar Postal Division. 

91. Seth Liladhar Ohaudhury : (a) Will Government please 
lay on the table a .statement showing different kiiuLs of allowances attaehod 
to ail elasses of appointments in the Peshawar Postal Division of the l^unjab 
Cirele, and how many of flie posts carrying such allowances were held by 
(i) Hindus, and (it) l^hislims on 31st March. 1933 ? 

(b) Jf the statement referred to in part (tf) above, indicates tluit the 
number of Hindus who held the posts under reference on 31st ]\Iarch. 19:13. 
was much less than those of Muslim.s, will Government please state the 
reason for this discrimination ? 
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(c) An* Goveniment aware that no Hindu Superintendent has held 
eliar^jo of the l\‘s]iawar I'ostal Division during^ the last 15 years ? If so, 
are Goverumcnl prepared to order the postings of a Hindu Superintendent 
lo the Tosha war Postal Division ? 

{fj) Will G()vernine7it please lay on the table a statement sljowing: the 
names of Suh-()ii[i(‘e.s and of the Sub-Postmasters in charge of tlu* Peshawar 
Po-tal Division, together with their length of service on .‘list ]Mareh. 19.33 ? 

The Honourable Sir Pank Noyce : [a) to (d). Oovernnient are not 
in possession of the information asked for and do not eon.sider it necessary 
to call for it as appointments to allowanced posts are not matle on eom- 
muiial considerations. 


Prepoxdi:rance of MrsLi:as in thi: Peshawar Postal Division. 

92. Seth Liladhar Chaudhury : (o) Is it a fact that .innior Muslims 
are Avorking as 58ub-Postmasters, Avhile senior Hindus are Avorking as clerks 
in the PeshaAA’ar Postal Di\dsion ? 

(h) Is it a fact that the number of Muslim Sub-Postmasters far out¬ 
steps the number (d* Hindu Sub-Postmasters in the PesbaAvar lN)stal Divi¬ 
sion, and if so, are Government prepared to order the replacement of innior 
Muslim officials working as Snb-lV)stmasters by senior Hindu ofHeials in 
the PeshaAvar Postal Division ? 

The Honourable Sir Prank Noyce : (a) and (7>). Government have 
no information and do not consider it net'essary to call for it as such 
postings are not made on communal consid<*ra.tion.s. 

Piii:poNDEi{AX(;E OF ^Muslims in the Peshawar Postal Division, 

‘);h Seth Liladhar Chaudhury : Will Govej-nment be j)lease(l to lay 
on the lalde a statement shoAving the number of i>osts sanctioned in the 
PcsiiaAvar Postal Division in each scale or cadre, Post master.s, Clerks, 

Overseci's, Head Postmen, Departmental Branch Postmasters, Postmen, 
Mo.iials. Uiiimers and otinrs, and hoAV many of these ])o.sts are held by 
Hindus in each cadre or class of scale 1 What action do Governiuent ])io- 
l)ose to taio* lo remoA’e the Muslim preponderance in the PosliaAvar Postal 
DiA’isiori 

The Honourable Sir Prank Noyce : As regards the first part of the 
question, a statement giving the information available is annexed. Al¬ 
though it is not jirecisely on the lines asked for by the Horiourahh? Member, 
Goverimient lioj>e that it Avill meet his requirements. 

As regards tlie second part. Government do not f)ro])ose to t^ike any 
sjjecial action as existing ord(*r.s already lay doAvn that in making fresh 
recruitmcjit on<‘-tiiird of the vacancies are to he reserved for the adjust¬ 
ment of communal inequalities Avith the object of prcATiiting the preponder¬ 
ance of ai)y on.'* class or community in Government service. In this con¬ 
nection the Honourable ]Member’s attention is invited to the reply given 
to I^hai Parma Nand’s starred question No. 671 on the 7th of March last. 
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Peshawar Postal Division. 

Total. 

( (erical Htall in the Upper DiviMon and Higher Grades 141 

C'lerical staff in the Lower Division (including Branch 
Postmasters, Overseers, Head Header and Sort¬ 
ing Postmen) .. .. .. .. 15 

Postilion and Mail Guards .. .. .. 158 

Inferior Staff .. .. .. .. 127 


J6a5 


Hindus. 

44 


3 


12 

0 


rjfi*:imT>i:itAN(’L* of Mi slims ix the 1*i:.shawak Postal Division. 

94. Seth Liladhar Chaudhury : (d) Will Govennnent please state 
which is the minority community in the Peshawar Postal Division for the 
purpost* of recruitineiit ? 

(h) Will (i(»verjiment please state the number of outsiders of each 
community empJot'ed in the Pe^'liawar Postal Division in each class or 
cadre sinee Mareli, 1J127 ■ 

{(•) Is it a faet that the Hindus are considered a minority community 
for the j)uri)os<' of recruitment in the Pe.'shav.ar Postal Division and that 
the Hindu community lias not been ^iven the adeipiate share in accordance 
with the orders of tlie (Jovernment regarding recruitment ? If so, will 
Government ph*ase state the action they propose to take to set matters right 
and to enforce find her ri\*ruitnient in accordance with tlieir orders ? 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : (a) In all Division.s, Muham¬ 
madans, Anglo-1 ndias, Indian (Tiristians and 8ikhs are regarded as 

minority cominunilies for the purpose of recruitment to the Posts and 

Telegraphs Department. 

(b) 1 regi'oT that the information is not readily available. 

(c) Does not arise in view of the reply to part (a) above and as 

no definite share* in n*criiitment for Hindus, as presumed by the Honour¬ 
able Mt*mber, has been laid down in the orders referred to. 

Disciiakue of certain Hindus in the Deiira Dun Head Post Office. 

95. Seth Liladhar Chaudhury : (a) Will Government please state 
the criteria laid down by them regarding the discharge of officiating or 
temporary' officials in connection with the General Retrenchment Scheme 

(&) Is it a fact that ihe discharge of officials should be according to 
seniority and length of service beginning with the juniormost officials ? 
If so, will Government ]>lease state why senior niiidii and Sikh officials 
have been discharged, such as Messr-s. Jagat Ram and Bir Singh, while 
junior Muslims, such as Messrs. Rasliid Ahmad and R^fi Uzman, have 
been retained in service in the Debra Dun Head Post Office ? 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce ; (a) The criteria laid down for 
the discharge of officiating or temporary officials are the same as for 
permanent officials so far as applicable—that is to say retrenchment 
should be effected by the discharge of selected men from among the 
officials in each distinct category of Superintendents, Stenographers, 
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Clerks, and Typists, etc*., in tlie following^ order, subject to the 
maintenance to the nearest practicable fij^ure in each category of the 
ratio between tlie various communities represented by their present 
numbers in that categoP>' : 

(1) by the discharge of officers whose work is considered to be 

so consistently unsatisfactory that to retain them in pre¬ 
ference to others would be unjustiliable ; 

(2) discliarge of seleete<l oflieers Avho Juive attained the age of 

oo or have 30 years’ service or more ; 

(o) discharge of selected officers Avith less than 10 years’ seiwice ; 

v4) discharge of selected officers Avilh 10 years’ but less than 25 
years ’ ser\’ice. 

(b) For tile first pari of the fjucstion refcnuice ts iiiA’ited to the 
reply to (a) above. .\s regard the serMi:,! pari, (hivenniient ha\*e no 
informal ion. If any of the individuals nient IoihmI eoiisidei* that they 
liave a grievanee. it is oi)en to tlneu to make rei)resentations lo the 
proper authorities through the usual official channel. 

JiArnoT Si I'KKVISORS IN Tin.EORArii ()p'k1('i:s. 

96. Seth Liladhar Chaudhury ; (a^ Is it a fact that there are three 
classes of Baudot Su])ervisors iu 'IVlegraph Offiees, rii., (/) those who have 
passed the Baudot Snjiervisors’ exaininalion ami also the Higher Baudot 
Technique examination, ‘ thoM* Avho Iujat passed only the lUgher Baudot 
Technique examination, and {Hi) those avUo have passed only tlie Ihiudot 
Supervisors’ examination ? 

(h) I.S it a fact that Avhenever a jicniianent or temporary vacancy 
of a Baudot Supervisor occurs, men in category (?) of jiart (a) are given 
preference over tliosc in category, (??; for filling such an aptiointment 
If so, Avhy 

(c) Is it a fact that in some Telegraph Offices men in categoiy (??) 
are superAdsing Baudot, Avhilc those in category (?) are not doing so ? 

(d) Is it a fact that if a telegraphist in category (n) of part (a), hold¬ 
ing a Baudot 8npciwisor\s post, ])rocecds f»n Jcha'c, lie resumes, oii return 
from such leave, liis ffjrrner appointment of Baudot Supervisor even if it 
invoh’es disidacing a telegraphist in category (t) ? 

(r) If the rc])lies to parts (h). (r) and (d) be iu the affinnatiw, 
will GoATrnmeiit please state the reasons for giving preference for Baudot 
Supervisor’s appointments to men in cat-egory (i) at one time and to 
those in category (H) at another time ? 

(/) Ts it a fact that Avlien teh*gr;i])]ii.sts holding tlie appointments of 
Testing Telegrapliist or Desk Supervisor (carrying .sjiecial pay) proceed 
on leave, they do not on return from leave resume tlieir former apixiint- 
ments on the score of having Indd them previous lo going on leave, but 
can only claim them if entitled by reason of seniority ? 

ig) If the rejilies to parts (e) and (f) be in the affirmative, will 
Government kindly state the reasons for not api)lying the same rule in 
both cases ? 
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{h) Is it a fact that when recently rules of seniority for Desk 
appointments were revised, those, who were classified as juniors according 
to the revised rules, were ordered to make room for their seniors 
immediately ? 

(t) If the answer to part {h) be in the affirmative, will Government 
kindly state if a similar procedure was observed wdien rules for seniority 
among llaudot Supervisors were revised in Mandi, 1932 ? If not, why 
not ? 

(j) Is it a fact that this question was referred to the Director General 
of Pasts and Telegraphs by the All-India Telegraph rnion about 15 months 
ago ’ If so. will (lovernment kindly state W'hy the position has not so far 
been rectified 

The Honourable Sir Prank Noyce : («) Ves, 

{h) The reply to the first part is in the affirmative. As regards 

secrniid part, tin* reason is that {lie (lualiticalions of the men in the 
first e.alegory nd'm-nul to in part ia) of the (ineslion are superior to 
tlinse in tlie second category. 

(ri and I'f/'i, Gov^o'nnient are not aware of any such cases. 

(i) and iff). As I have explained above Government are not 
aware of any cas(‘s sueii as those referred to by the lIonoura\)l<; Member, 
but if ht‘ will irive im* the nec<‘ssary partieulars t will have enquiries 
made. 

(/) 11 is a faet that telegraphists holding tlie jiosts referred to by 
tile TIonourabh* Member do not, when proceeding on leave, retain any 
absolute right to n*tnrn to those posts. 

(/D Governun*nt have no precise information, but the facts may be 
stat(*d by the llonoiirahle M(*mber. 

(/) The orders (»f March, 19.32, contained no definite instructions 
on tin* stdtjeel, it being left to the Heads of Circles to select the most 
.‘.nitable men 'sub,jf*ct to certain general principles. 

(./■) It is |)resume(l that tlie Tlononrable Member refers to the 
question of fixing the order of preferenei* for filling appointments of 
Baudot Siipervisor.s—if so, orders have recently been issued on the 
subject. 


Non-Obsekvani r. of certain Orders of ttii: Postmaster General, Punjab. 

97. Seth Liladhar Chaudhury : {a) Is it a fact that the Postmaster 
General, Punjab, has ordered that : 

ii) no combined hand should be employed in office of the 
Superintendent, Post Offices, and 

(ii) no time-scale clerk should be retained in tbe office of the 
Superintendent continuously for a period of more than 
five years ? 

(h) Will Government please lay on the table a statement in the 
form given below showing the particulars of the combined hands and 
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the officials working in the Superintendent's office for more than a 
period of five years ? 




Name of combined hand 

Name of tho official work- 

Name of the 

Name of 

working in the Divi- 

iug in Ihc Divisional 

Division. 

Superintendent. 

sional Office. 

office lor over a 
period of 6 years. 


(c) If the reply to part (a) be in the affirmative and reply to 
part (b) indicates contravention of these orders, will Government please 
state the steps they propose to take against the Siij^erinteiKleiits eon- 
eenied for the breach of the orders and to ensure that the orders are 
strictly observed in future ? 

The Honourable Sir Prank Noyce : (ri) to (r). Government have 
no information. The matter is entirely within the compelenee of the 
Postmaster General to whom a copy of the question is being sent, 

liEPLAOEMENT OF A FEW MUSLIMS BY HINDUS IN THE InPEIWOR 

Establishment of the Jhelum Head Post Office. 

98. Seth Lila>dhar Chaudhury : Will Government please state the 
number of Hindus and Muslims in the delivery and inferior establishments 
of the Jhelum Head Post Office ? Are the Ilindus in a minority, parti¬ 
cularly in the inferhu' establishment ? If so, do Government propose to 
order the replacement of a few Muslims by Hindus in that office V Are 
Government aware that the Hindu staff feel much inconvenience in getting 
even drinking water on account of the absence of Hindus aitiong the 
inferior establishment, and that this is a cause of genuine grievance to 
the Hindus ? 

The Honourable Sir Prank Noyce ; I regret that the information 
asked for is not readily available. As, however, the matter is within 
the eompetonee of the Postmaster General, Punjab and North West 
Frontier Cirele. a copy of the (piestion is being sent to him. 

Grant of Pension to Tei^ephone Operators. 

99. Seth Liladhar Chaudhury : (a) Is it a fact that the service of 
the clas.ses of officials in the Post Office, Railway Mail Service and Traffic 
Brandies of the Posts and Telegraphs Dejiartment corresponding to 
telejihone operators in the Engineering Branch of the Department, is 
pensionable whereas that of telephone operators is not ? Will Govern¬ 
ment please state the reason for this discrimination ? 

(b) Is it a fact that the t|uestion regarding the pensionable status 
of telephone oyieralors has been under the consideration of Government 
foi several year^past and several memorials have been submitted to them 
by the teleyihone operators concerned, but that no order has yet been 
passed ? 

(r) Will Government please state when final orders are expected 
to be issued f 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : (a) As regards the first part 
of the question, the position is that the services of the majority of 
officials in the Posts and Telegraphs Department on the same scales of 
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pay as telephone operators are pensionable, whereas the services of 
telephone operators appointed after the 8th July, 1919, are non-pen- 
sionable. As regards the second part, the discriiiiination was made on 
administrative pjronnds. 

(6) and (c). The attention of tin* Honourable Member is invited 
to the reply pfiven by Sir Thomas Ryan on tlie 29th November, 1932, 
to parts (a) and (h) of Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul-Azim’s starred ques¬ 
tion No. lol4. 

SUPKK.SKSSIOX OF Tin.ElUlONE OpEltATOIiS IX THE LaHORE TeLEGRAPH 

Exgixeerixg Division. 

100. Seth Liladhar Chaudhury : (o) Is it a fact that a number of 
lady t<*Jephone operators ha^(• superseded a number of male operators in 
the Jjahore Telegraph Engineering Division ? 

(h) Will (rovernuMMit pleas<* state the reasons for these supersessions 
causing discontentment an'ong the male operators superseded '• 

The Honourable Sir Fi’ank Noyce : (n) and (h). rrovernmen^ have 
no informatirm. Tf an\ nflieials have bt‘en .superseded and consider that 
they have a grievance it is cqiiui to them to represent it to tin* proper 
authority tlirough tin* usual official chanmd. 

Position of an Officiai. ai*p<)intit> in a New Offh^e aftiir tub Abolition 
f>F ms P(»sT IN HIS Former Office. 

101. Seth Liladhar Chaudhury : Have Government issued any 
ordtM’s to the effect that an official, whose post is abolished in one oflSee 
and is cnnsccpnuitly pnjvided in another office, should be shown as junior 
to all officials of his class in his new office t 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : Tt is ])re<ume«l the Honour¬ 
able Mcnilu'r refers tn rr-cin]doycd retrenched personnel. Such per¬ 
sonnel, if re employed, are reirardejl as having entered CH>vcrnmeut 
service for tlic first time on th(‘ date of rc-em])Ioynieut. wliicii means 
that th<*y start at the bottom of the tiim* scale. 

Ratpinc. the States of the Dhooria Post Office in the Rawalpindi 

Division. 

102. Mr. S. C. Mitra : (a) Ls it a fact that a circular was i.s.-ued by the 
Direcior (Jcucral. Posts ancl Telegraphs, in 1925 in whicli Postmasters- 
Genei’al wen* instructed to kecji in view the policy of the Governmc'nt of 
India for extension of jiostal facilities, as much as possible, to rural areas 
where it was justified by eircum.stanees ? 

(h) Tf so, will Government plea.se state : 

(?) how many tuwv village post offices have since then been opened 
in the Punjab ; 

(ri) how many village post offices have since then been raised to 
regular Branch or Sub-Offices in charge of whole-time Branch 
or Sub-Postmasters ? 

(c) What is the population of village Dhooria in Raw'alpindi Divi¬ 

sion 1 
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- (i7) Is it a fact that a large number of the residents of the vi’iage are 
Government officials, including retired civil and militarj*^ ofi'cers, some of 
whom are holding the King’s commission in the Indian Army ? 

(r) Is it a fact that a large nuinher ol‘ the residents of tiu? village have 
trade connections in the United Provinces, etc. ? 

(f) Is it a fact that the village has got a well-attended ilistrict Hoard 
Middhr School also ? 

(g) Is it also a fact that Government have provided it only Avith a 
village post office run by a part-time stamp vendor f 

(//) Do Governnient i)ro})ose to raise tiie status of the v'iliagi ])i)st office 
to a combined Post and Telegraph office in charge of a Avhol'* tiiiio Draiich 
or Snh-Postmaster ? If not, why not ? 

The Honourable Sir Prank Noyce : (a) Yes. but as a resnli of the 
unsatisfactory financial j)osi;ion these inst met ions had siihsecpicntly to 
be modified. 

(b) (fj Tlie number of new jiost offices optmed in the Ihiiijab and 
North West Frontier Postal Circle was approximately 1)40. 

(b) (w) Government regret that the informal ion is not readily 

available. 

(c) to (If), GoA^ernment have no information. Tin* matter is with¬ 
in the competence of the Head of the Circle co!icer!R‘d to whom a copy 
of the question is being sent. 

SlIOPT NOTKli: QFESTinxs AX!) AXSWEIIS. 

Mintfe of Dissent of Sru Pursiiotavdas Tiiaki’koas on thc l^r.ooirr of 
THE London (’o.aiimittee on the 1ndia?n Keskeve ]’»a\k. 

Mr. B. Das : ((?) Has the attcnition of (Joverninenl been drawn to 
the extract's fnmi the minute of disseni of Sir Pursliotamdas Tliakurdas 
on the report of the London Committee on the Indian Ues(‘rve Lank, as 
published in tin* SfafestHnn of tlie loth Se])1(‘inl)er, ? 

(/>) With reference to the ffdlowing observations of Sir Pursliotamdas 
Tbakurdas, will Coverniiif'iit be phased to sXatt* h^w th.c'*' juslifv the 
statement Ih.at Sir Pursliotamdas Tliakurdas was against a Stale Bank T 

“ Jf Ilia ’s CJovcrniiieiit is not ])n‘|»;in*«l to figret’ to tln‘ <‘oniTj|(‘le inimiinity 

of the R(serv(‘ T5;nik .from political iiiflueiiee from or tlironijli the Si'cretarv of State 
for India in Efjndon, it is only fair to meet the strong feeling in India in favour ef 
making the Slate Bank the Central t\irreiiev authority. Tliere should be only two 
alternatives : either a Shareholder.*!’ Bank foiripletjdy fn*e from politieal iuflueuee on 
both sides of the s< as ; or a State H.-ink direetlv suh.i<*et to the control of th*' Ee«lerril 
Governmt nt. 1 am convinced that the onalific.Mtion introdueefl by the Sc*Tetarv of State 
in his reply to (piestion No. SAOP undermiii'-s the foundatinns of the agreeirienl, arrived 
at, and if it is |)ersl.sted iji, if. make.s the eon.sideration of the alternative of a Slate 
Bank an imperative necessity.’^ 

(c) Will Government be pleased to lay on the tiihle all Ihe minutes 
of dif^ent in connexion AA'ith the London Coinmittef! on tin* PestTVC 
Bank ? 

The Honourable S^r George Schuster : (a) Governmeiil’s atten¬ 
tion has been called to the publication referred to. But it cannot 
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be accurately described as a minute of dissent, because all the notes of 
dissent recorded by Sir Purshotamdas Thakurdas are included in the 
published report of the London Committee. 

(6) He accei)ted without reserve or qualification the recom¬ 
mendation contained in paragraph 3 of the Committee's report from 
which I quote the following sentence : 

“ The best device which the practical experience of other countries has evolved 
for achieving thi^ object is that the capital of the Hank should be held by private share¬ 
holders and we recommend that this plan should be adopted in the case of India.’* 

(c) All the notes of dissent which any member of the London 
Committee expressed a desire to record are included in the published 
report of the Committee. 

Mr. B. Das : Has the Honourable tlie Finance Member read the full 
note published in the t^tafesmem ? Did he notice that the wording of 
that statement was in the present tense ? 1 will just read one sen¬ 

tence : 

“ From c(‘rtain ivcoiumciKlationa of the report, 1 am compelled to dissent. I feel 
it essential to explain these differences more fully than they arc set out in the brief 
minutes appended to, or forming part of the lti‘port.' ’ 

D<»es not that sliow that be changed his oihnion a day or two after 
lie sjgrje<l tlie report in Loudon and submitted this minute of dissent ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : I think. Sir, that my 
Iloinnirable friend reads too much in tlie present tense to which he has 
referred. 1 can s^-ile a*; a deiinile faet that not lung of this kind was 
handed in in London. 

Mr. K. C, Neogy : Were tlo^ intniiP's of iln* diseussitoi of th(' 
Loiuion (\»in!aitt<‘e cordted ami. if so, arc thes - lu.nii.es likely to be 
pulilishcd ? 

The Honourable Sir George Seknster : \o Sir. Tiiere was no 
full r(*eor(l (»f tf:e London «li:-ciixsi(5ns ainl all tliat wiil Ije ]iii])lisbed is 
a rep'O’t whi«*li \v;.s ;*ft<'r full coiishlcrat‘on by all tb,c iiicnil)ers 

of l!io e(»innii1t(‘e. 

Mr. R. S. Sarma : Is it not the past experience of Government 
tliat they loivc fcomd that Sir Piirsbotam<las Tliakurdns* private views 
aorl the vio\vs that arc published are totally different on many 
occasions ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : That. Sir. is a question 
which T do not think 7 am called npto to answer. 


Mtntfe of Dissent of Sir Purfuiotamdas Ttiakurdas on the Report of 
TT iE London (\>.\r!UTTTEE on the Tndtan Resf.rve Bank. 


Mr. B. Das : (a) Has the attontion of Government been drawn to 
Ibe following lines in the note of dissent of Sir Purshotamdas 
Thakurdas ? 


Wn ‘:«tlier been at its pre-war parity for exchange or has 

mToa.. r country which is above it. Comprehensive 

‘‘'"S' ^ ^•. V’ inflation of the currenev ; 

turther the Executive has boon armed with the power to devalue the dollar to the extent 
nr ^0 per cent, of it« gold content. For India there is a strong and strengthening 
L298TiAD “ 
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opinion that a lowering of the exist-iug ratio of Od. will give much-ncedod relief to 
tno cultivator. It is axiomatic that it will put leas strain on the curroney system of 
Ibdia should world conditions be slow in improving.'* 

(b) Are (lOYenni-ent iv/opaml to aeeej^l tliese reeonnneiidations in 
the interests of the Indian oe::])h^ ? 

The Honourable Sir Geors;e Schuster : (a) Yes. 

(b) So, Governnienl are pimniiiinr the policy which they con¬ 
sider to be best in ibe inten*st of India as a whole, and they cannot 
accept the premises on which the statement referred to in part (ff) is 
based. For example, it is nr)t true to say that India is the only country 
whose currency is above the pre-war parity of exehange. The pre-war 
parity of the Indian rupee was 1 4d. gold. The present exchange value 
of the Indiaji rupee is about 1 - r/. gold. 

Mr. B. Das : May 1 iinpiire if the Honourable Member will allow 
the Joint Committee to discuss this note of dissent by Sir Purshotamdas 
Thakiirdas ? 

Mr. President <.Tbe Honourable Sir Shanmukham Clietty) : The 
Chair does not think that question arises. 


PJLE(’TJOX OF MEMBFIIS TO THE SALT INDLSTRY COMMITTEE. 


Mr. President criie lionourahie sir Shannudeham Clietty) : 1 liav<* 
to inform tin* Assembly that the following Members have been elect« d 
to the Salt Industry (Committee, namely : 

(C ]\Ir. E. Studd, 

(2) Mr. Lah'band Na\'ahai, and 

(3) Mr. B. X Misra. 


IilJLlX(; AS TO WHETHER A MEMP>ER OF THE EXECJITIVE 
COrXdL OF THE GOVERNOR GENERAL WHO IS NOT A 
MEMBER OF THE ASSEMBLY HAS THE RIGHT OF RAISING 
A POINT OF ORDER OX THE FLOOR OF THE llOPSE. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shanmukham Chetty) : On the 
8th April, 1033. the Hononrrdile Member, Mr. S. C. Mitra, raised a point 
of ordir wlicther a .Member of the Executive C'ouncil of the Governor 
General, who was not a Member of the Assembly, had the right of 
raising a iioint of order on the floor of the House. The Chair uiniertook 
to give a ruling on this point. On consideration, the Chair gives the 
following ruling : 

Hnder section 63-E (4) of the Government of India Act, every 
Member of the Executive rV)uncil, who is not a Member of the Assembly, 
has the right of attending in and addressing the Assembly. This pro¬ 
vision must be construed as conferring on such Executive Council Member 
the right to take part in any debate in the Assembly. Therefore, it fol¬ 
lows that, when so speaking, such a Member is subject to all the restrict 
tions and limitations imposed on Members of the Assembly by the rules 
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and standing Orders. Under rule 15 (2), any Member may raise a point 
of order/. This rule should not strictly applied only to ]\remil>ers any 
mor(' lhan Ihe rule's and Standinrr Orders referred to above. If a Member 
of tlic Executive Uouncil, who is not a Member of t!ic Assembly, has the 
rifrht 1o t.aki' part in the debate, he should also be permitted to draw the 
attention of the JJoufrie to any point of order which arises out of the 
debate, for (*xaraple, irrelevancy or misrepresemtation of any part of liis 
speech or the atlriibutinfr to him of any motives, et(*., or risin" to make 
a piTsonal cxi)lanation. The Uhair, therefore, liolds that a .^iember of 
tin* Kxecutivt* (‘oimcil, wh(» is not a Member of the Assembly and who 
exercis(‘s his rijrht of addressin^r the Assembly on any occasion, has also 
tli(‘ rijrht of raisni" any ])oint of ord»‘r durin'r the debatt' in whicli Ue 
takes part. 


STATEMENT LAID OX THE TABLE. 

The Honourable Sir Prank Noyce (Member for Indiisiries and 
Labour) : Sir. 1 lay on the table the information promised in rejdy to 
part [r) of starred (piestion No. 711 asked by IMr. K. V. Neogr}’ on the 
6th Sept (‘111 her, 


Coal Kalsed in India. 

*711. (c) Hnisinfjs .. .. .. 17,.T74,7:{'J 

Dosjiati'hes (toiiH) .. J4.i>oo,r»31 

THE HEIUAZ PILOKIMS i .l/fM/.Z,/.l/.<) lULL. 

r/ir. President ('fhe Honouralilt* Sir Slianniukham Chetty) : The 
lion^.'.‘ Wil! ii'/W lasnme (‘onsiiieration of the motion moved bv Mr. (I. S. 
Lajfiai : 

“ Tli.'it the Hill te r-'^ilato the activities (»f persons in Hrit'sh India who offer to 
as^e-t Mnslini pilgrims t«» the IP- IJa/.. as reportcfi by the Select (.’onnnitteo, be reioiu- 
mil led t(» the Seh’Cl (’(unmittee. ” 

Haji Chraidhury Muhammad Ismail Khan (Rakarjjan.i nnr Farld- 
p.»r : i^iiduiTnmmb'.n Pur;d'‘ : Sir, in conT’Cction with this moti(oi, I think 
T vbonld (leal with the stave in which tlie Dill av.-v refer-ed ti> a Select 
U(‘mTpiit“'‘ in of which T had the honour to lie a men'ber. At that 

sir, v’c carm* to the conelusion that ih(‘ Poll should not be piwtHvbHl 
wit}'. Ihouvli I must take this of)portuiiit\' of eomrratulatinjr my ('steemed 
f'i»*nd Sir Abdnr Haliim. who liad a better, foresi»?ht than oiii*s Ives, be- 
caus(‘ lie. in his minute of d»ss(»nt, disaerreed with th-* ma.ioriiy in the 
Sel(*ct (.‘ommifleo and recommendt^d that the Bill, in its altcrt'd form, was 
harmless and absolutely nece.ssary. In his opinion, the Bill, as amended 
by the Seh'ct (Committee, considerably narrowed the opportunity for 
maldner mischief of tlie jvuaViws. Thoujrh I unfortunately disagreed 
wdlh him in 1932, I havci had to revise my opinion. 

Sir, I am a member of the Standing Central and also the Provincial 
Haj Committees. In the course of our deliberations in those committees, 
certain facts came to my knowledjire which convinced me of the necessity 
of such a Bill as the present one before the House. The muallims or thi 
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[Haji Chaudhiiry Muhammad Ismail Khan.J 

pilgrim guides, in the majority of cases, induce the poor and illiterate 
pilgrims to ])urchase return tickets for benefiting the shipping companies 
frpm whom the^’ get certain concessions by way of free travelling facili¬ 
ties. The system of miiallinis as pilgrim guides has got no religious sanc¬ 
tion and there is no mention about this institution in the Shariat, 1 do 
not nndei’stand and sometimes feel ])uzzled as to the reason why a sec¬ 
tion of the ]\lanlanas, wlio ai’e sii])])Ose<] to be leariu»d, should take up tlie 
cause of these miiallimSf but, in any c.ase, to meet their views and wishes, 
I would like tliat the Bill he re-committed to the Select Committee, though, 
so far {IS 1 am concerned, if I had been given a free choice, I would urge 
the Government to pro(‘eed with the consideration of the Bill instead of 
its re-committal to the Select Committee. Sir, I liave changed my views 
and ha^•e come to tJiis firm altitude, because two of the Local (loveniments, 
such as Bengal find Bombfn', Jiave so strongly ])leaded for the pa,s.sing of 
Jsiich a measure, whieh, in their opinion, is a necessity for the protection 
of the ])oor iiilgrim. In this connection it will not be out of place to men¬ 
tion here that the Governments of Bengal and Boinliay are mon* vitally 
interested in this (piestion as they handle the bulk of the Ilaj pilgrims 
through tlieir j^orts. So far as this measure is concerjied, imblic opinion 
Beems to hav(‘ been mobilised in favour of tlie measure as is evident from 
the support gi>'en to tlie Bill by {i va.st majority of vernacular newsjiapi'rs 
all over India. 

Before 1 eoijclude, Sir, 1 would like to bring to the notice of the House 
that the Bengal (Government is so much convinced about lli(‘ iniseliii‘voua 
doings of tlicse wiiallhtis Hint they suggested to the Gov<‘mment of India 
to give them ne-‘essary ]>'‘Tmission to have a provincial legishjlif'-n on this 
subject in case the (Government of fndia found it diilfieult to have an All- 
India legishalioii. Lfisi, lint not the least, im]uwtfmt f.ictor to le laken 
int(.* cnnsidei‘alion ly tins House is tluit about 1wo-1 birds of liu* lotfn num¬ 
ber of (lilgrims fna.i India that visit Iledjaz annually go from Bengal 
alone and. tlierefore, tl't‘ opinion of tl>e Benrral Government on this sub¬ 
ject de.se“V(‘, the most .smuous and careful consideration. I think. Sir, 
when Ihi - mea^urc‘ is pfis-sod, it will be a landmark in the history of the 
ITaj nilorims. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad (P.itna and Chota Nagpur rum Orissa : 
Muhammadan) : .Alay J know whether the infonmition about new facts 
whieh my Honfuirable friend has got was received through the (\vphcr 
Bureau -f tlie Politicfil r)(»]*artnient or through the Educfition Dejiart- 
ment ? 

Mr. President (The Honoiiruble Sir Shanmukliam Clndty) : Order, 

order. 

Kunwar Hajee Ismail Ali Khan (Meerut Division r Mohammadun 
Rural) : Sir, 1 rise to make my few observations on this Bili. Much has 
been said from the other side that they arc not going to accept the. principle 
of the Bill by accepting the motion that it be re-committed to the Select 
Comm il lee. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : The House has already accepted the 
principle of the Bill. 

Knnwar Hajee Ismail Ali B^han ; I am glad to hear that my friend 
has now admitted that he has accepted the principle of the Bill. The other 
point which ray Honourable friend, Mr. Maswood Ahmad, made was about 
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the Simla CJoiiference which took place here a short time ago. IVlany Con¬ 
ferences have talviMi j)lace in Simla, and I do not know to which Confer¬ 
ence he was refej i*jng. So far as my knowledge goes, there was one Confer¬ 
ence under the Alerehant Shipping Act. VVhen I interrupted my Hon¬ 
ourable lri<md aurl asked him if the (kml'erence discussed the Muallims 
Bill, he definitely said that he did not know, althr)Ugh we discussed that 
matter in the Standing llaj (Jommitlee and papers were siip])]ied to all the 
meml)(*rK of the Standing Haj Coiiimitte* and my frieiifl al .:0 got them. 
Mr. Pn sident, tin* Simla Cmifereiice was absolutely bevond the scope of this 
MuaUimn Pill. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : God knows. 

Kunwar Hajee Ismail Ali Blhan : You also know it and 1 also know 
it. All the Meni!)<*rs who liave seen the eopy of the Government 
Oaz(‘tte which is supplied to every Member knf>w wJiat hapfunied in the 
Simla C-'onference. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad ; We know only that much which Govern¬ 
ment wanted to disclose. 

Kunwar Hajee Ismail Ali Khan : The proceedings of the Con- 
fereiK'c were eonfiiicd to the framing of the rules which were published for 
public eritieisni. If my Ilmioiirahle friend, Mr. Maswood Aliiuad, has got 
any serious objection to them, we can change those rules in tlie Standing 
ITaj f’ornmittee. But one folly was committed l»y our respcuisildo Gov¬ 
ernment that foolishly they invited in that ad hoc Committee our other 
Bihari friend, Maulvi MuliMiumad ShaP'c T>ao{)di. witli whom unfortunate¬ 
ly ray fri(‘]id cannot' see ♦•ye to (‘ve, ami this is the chief re^i-son of his griev¬ 
ance that there was m* repn^seiitative of the Assembly. Sir, he questioned 
the r<'])rosentative tapaeily of those Muslim Members who sujqmrted the 
Govi'rnmeiit in iliis measure. 1 want to inform the House that it is very 
unfair to criticise like tliis. All tlie Muslim ]\rembers, who were on the 
Committee, were elected ones and they represent a vast majority of the 
Muslims and, mind y('U, llu*y are not elected by the Joijit Electorate, but by 
Se])arate Electorate. 

The argument has been advanced by my other friends about the pub¬ 
lication of this Bill. Sir. we discussed this Bill on stueral occasions. I 
discussed this Bill on two oec-asious iu a different capacity. When it came 
before ii.s on the flrd April, in the Standing ITaj Coiiimittec, we 

recommended that we should invite the ?Auslim opiiii(>u thereon, and Gov¬ 
ernment accepted oiir reeommendation. The Bill was circulated to the 
editors of 56 ^luslim newspapers, a vast majority (»f v,liom is in favour of 
it. Some of them liave suggested certain amendments. Those news¬ 
papers, which want certain amendments, are only two in number—the Star 
of India, Calcutta, and tlie Eastern Times of Lahore. The Star of India 
has suggested that the definition of Mnallim as given in the Bill, is 
too elastic and that it should be amended so as to set apart regular 
Muallims as a professional class. The Eastern Times of Tialiore has 
expressed the opinion that a good deal 'would depend on how the new 
restrictions are worked in ]iractice and that, when the Bill comes before 
the Legislature, the Muslim legislators should see that the rules are such 
as to preclude unfair and unduly rigorous operation of those directions, 
flir, these things we can do in the Select Committee. I think, therefore, 
that the motion which is now before us is the most innocent and simple 
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one. The motion is not for consideration of tlie Bill, but for recommit¬ 
ment of the Bill to the same Select Committee. About the personnel of 
tlie Select Committee, when my Honourable friend, Shaikh Sadiq Hasan, 
was speaking, he said that sometimes even wise people might err and he 
said that Sir Abdiir Rahim also erred, not intentionally, but unintentionally. 
When I interrupted him and asked him whether he meant to say that 
other members of the Select Committee erred intentionally, my Honour¬ 
able friend, Mr. Maswood Ahmad, jumped over and said “ Yes, they iiave 
done this intentionally It does not look well on the part of my Hon¬ 
ourable friend, Mr. Maswood Ahmad, to question the motives of Jlonour- 
able ^femhers of lliis House and make personal attacks on Meinbers who 
may Imnestly differ from him in their opinions. j\Iy Ilonoiirahli* friend 
cannot say that I tim supporting this measure, hecaust* of my usual habits 
of supporting (lovernment any more than I can say tliat my Honourable 
friend, ’\lr. IMaswood Ahmad, is ojqiosing this measure, beeausc of bis 
usual habit of opiiosing the Government and witli his usual sense of pub¬ 
licity. 7\Iy friend also suggested that only those lu'wspapers, ^^■hil•h got 
Government advertisements, sn])portoil this mea^ur<‘. For the informa¬ 
tion of my Ilonoiirable friend. T can mention the names of a f«'\v ]>ai>ers 
like the Innilnh and the Siifasat^ the well-known papers of Lalion*. which 
do not get Government advertisements. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : The Siija>saf gets Government ad\'ertise- 
mcjits. 

Knnwar Eajee Ismail Ali Khan : Tt may !)e. hut there ar.‘ other 
papers v.diicli support tliis Bill and yet they do iiot grt Government adver¬ 
tisements. TJiere is anotlier important point which my Honouvabh' friend 
said about tin* Bihar and Ori.ssa Haj Committee. He said that the Gov- 
ernmenl did not Hce(U)t the proposal to form a Bihar and Orissa Haj 
Committee. It was absolutely beyond thf* purview of this Bill to mention 
that pL'int. Bn^ i may submit for tin* information of the iloust* that the 
Gov'M'jimeot of India cfaeadt^'d the Bihar afid ()ris,s<i (lovernmciit who said 
that' it wouM be vm*y ('Np(*nsivc for Government to maintain a Haj Com¬ 
mittee in Bihar a?jd Ori^^^a .‘B a co'^t (;f Rs. ‘hOOO per y(*ar and the other 
side we .should con.sider is about the actual nuinlKT of pilgrims who went 
from Bihar and Ori.ssa in prci ioas yc-ar.^ ? In HKll. the number was only 
108 ; in it was only 247 ; and, wh(‘n such numbers are performing 

Haj from Bihar and Orissa, how is it possible to form a Haj Committee T 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : What about the year IDliO ? 

Kunwar Hajee Ismail Ali Khan : My friemd did not mention any 
figure for II-IIO. So far as I remember, the number rniglit be about 500 or 
600 and not more than tiuit. What income can you get from 500 pil¬ 
grims to enable the Government to form a Ilaj Committee ? 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : This is not a commercial concern. 

Kunwar Hajee Ismail Ali Khan : But who will pay the expenses of 
tills Committee. Surely the Honourable Member won’t pay This pro¬ 
posal of forming a Haj ('ornmittee in Bihar and Oris.sa was not acceptedi 
in the Standing Haj Committee. T again cannot understand the criticism 
of my Honourable friend as regards the personnel of the Select Committee, 
On the Select Committee there were independent members like Sir Abdur 



THE HEDJAZ PILGRIMS (mnallims) BlLLf 


1607 


llfihiin, Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur and Maulvi Shafee 
Daoodi, and you cannot suspect these gentlemen to have joined hands with 
tiie Governmejit. 

Shaikh Sadiq Hasan (East Central Punjab : Muhamnadan) : Wliat 
about yourself ? 

Kunwar Hajee Ismail Ali Khan : I am an humble sf*rvant of my cora- 
niur.iiy. and tlie Honourable JMember can form liis own opinion about 
myself. There was a recommendation in the report of the Select Com¬ 
mittee tliat tlie Jiill should not be proceeded with at present, liut there 
wa.s a iniiiuie of dissent by Sir Abdur Bahim and Major Xawab Alimad 
NaAi’.o: Khan and I cannot solve the mystery why a “ habitual supporter 
r.f Cov<‘rnment like my friend, ]\Tajor Xawab Ahmad Xaw'az Khan, 
should j<jin liands witli Sir Abdnr Hahim wlio cannot be accused of being 
a supporter f)f Ciovcrnincut, or vice i'crsa. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh (Mu/alTarpur cutH Cliamparaji : Xon-Muham- 
madan.) : Extremes sometimes meet. 

Kunwar Hajee Ismail Ali Khan .* Yes. The view’ of Sir Abdur Rahim 
was 0 !ico exprt‘ssed before this House when w'e w’ere discussing tin* Eort Ilaj 
Commi1t(*(* T5ill. li.* said : 

“ I iiiKlcrstMnd tlint these twe (»ther Rills will he brought up before the Legislnlura 
next sessi<ni, Wilhout these' .1 <1(* iu»t thiiil (his ^-cmiiuitiee will be j.ble to flo rnueh to 
benetit tlu* pilgriius beeaiise the InHiati .Mereluaiit Shij>piug Act to be amemled and 
wt* hove },*-ot to iiinke pu»visi<!ii for tin prot<*cti<m of pilgriios against the wiles aild 
lufd practimvs of j/ilgriui guides and brokers who sometimes themseiv*,*s muuUinis 
without btir.'j: nnuiflims at all.’* 

I'.Iy lloiionrahla friend :dso attacked those who are supportiii'jf the Gov¬ 
ernment sayinir that they w’ere not voicing ^Muslim o])inion at all. I can 
cliallenge niy Honourable friend on tliis point. Wlienever divided this 
House on ])vevi{ms (»(*easions on the tw'O Bills in conm'ctioii with the Hajis, 
he could not secure more than two Members of this House on his side. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : That is not eorreet ; not on <n’ery oceasion, 
but only on om* or two oc'casions. 

Kunwar Hajee Ismail Ali Khan : T will e the H uise the exact 
fi'/uros. On tilt* Kith S<']jt.'ijil)er, \C:..*n my iI('»m»iirab!e friend divided 

the Hoiise. there Wt i-e two on his ^idt* and 47 on the otl?er side. Tinmedi- 
at(4y t'jfter that, wh.en he ehalb nge.i a division, some (uk' ra.ised a point 
of ordej’ and reonested the President that t!«ere was n-* iu‘et '.sih’ (.f going 
info tlie Lobby, but that the Honourable Members could be asked to rise 
in th(;ir pJaev's. When the President asked tlie siip])orters of Mr. 
Ma.sw’ood Ahmad to rise in their places, only three juTsons stood up, wdiereaa 
a large majority of the House w’ere against my Honourable friend. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : If all the opinion on this measure will be 
in favour of Oovernment, tlien why they do not eirenlate this Bill ? 

Kunwar Hajee Ismail Ali Blhan : T have said in the early part of my 
speech tliat it was already done. If this Bill is sent to the Select Com¬ 
mittee again, they will have full pow’er to get Muslim opinion on this 
Bill. With these few words, I resume my seat. 

Maulvi Badi-UE-Zamau (Bhagalpur Division : Muhammadan) : t 
rise to oppose this motion. The Government have already forced upon 
us a ino.st objectionable piece of legislation and this is another dangerous 
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measure which is goinpr to be thrust upon us, insi)ite of our veh(*iiiont protest 
against the measure. I liave carefuly gone through the Bill as it has 
emerged from the Select Committee, and 1 do not find in tlie IViil aii\tiling 
which is calculated to give service to the Ilajis. On the other hand, I 
find that it will discourage people from performing Ilaj. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : That is (p.iite correct. 

Maulv! Badi-uz-Zaman : Inst (‘ad of doing service to the Muslim cause, 
this Bill is calcvdated to create )iardshi]> and difiiculties in the way of jiil- 
grims. The public do not want this Bill, tlie i\Iu.slim llemas do not want 
it and the majority of the members of tlie Selt‘ct Committee do not want 
it. of the nn'inbers of the Select Committee inight have eliiiiged 

their opinion now, iuit tliat is a different matter altogether. But, in tiie 
Select Committee, a majority of the members did not want this Bill. Even 
tbeu. it ]»asses my comprehension why the Ciovernment are anxious to rush 
this Bill tln'ongli tliis Ilou.se. The Bill has be(Mi s(‘rioU'.ly enndemned. 
both by the pulilic and by the ^Muslim I'lrmas, 1 mean the Muslim antho- 
rities on religion. 1 s(h^ no justification wiiatsoi'ver on the part of ^lov- 
ernnient i(» push thnuierh tin* TMII with .so much indecent haste. For my 
part 1 am oiiposed to tin* very principle' of the Bill. Ji is curioes that 
the person who offiTS 1o as.sist- any ju^rson in any matter concerned with 
the Ilaj should lu* considered as an undcsirald(* ]»(‘rson. I do not know 
why there slioidd be this suspicion against this class of ])copl('. Is there 
any rei?rular (*ase afrainst any muallim to show that a particular muallim 
cheated or defrauded a llaji ? I submit there is no suci: cas«‘. I myself 
happened to jro to tlie Holy Land to ])rrforin my Ilaj and 1 am (‘.xjiecied 
to have some e.xperierjce jvgarrling the activities of the ntuaHimfi. 7'herc 
are wvollims in ^I<o*ca also. Tladr duty is to look after tin* comfort's of 
the TTajis ::nd al.so to assi.st them in the ]){‘rformanc(' of ilici;- IJili.'s. T 
mean their religious rit'-s and ccremonii's, connected with tin* Ilaj. They 
are n rcco*jrnised class of ])erso!i.-, then'. In consideration of tj.cir ser¬ 
vices to tl'ic Ilajis, tii(\v are paid some soid of fee. Jf I rcnn'mln'r a' iLdd.. 
it is something like Bs. fi ]H‘r liead. So far as my provinc«‘ of Bilo r is 
conecrivd. tliere is •: registered hmaJlim there, ami it is that person only 
who e;in rve tlje Bihar Tlajis. But, foi- otlu'r provinc-“-’, llicn* is no 
re«fjs.'ci*ed inudlliiH, bnt there are nmnUims wdio are n*cogni.S(.*d by the 
ITedjaz 0(m*rnmeiit and wdiosc* fees are pre.scrilx'd Ip; the (lovcrnmeijt 
theie. Now, the mualliins, wlio come to India to assist tlie Ilajis, are either 
these p(^rsons or their agents or rebjtivcs. !My ('X])erienec is that they 
rendi'r iiivalnahh* services to tin* Ilajis. They regularly attend the Ilajis, 
they look aft('r their comforts, make arrangements for their departure to 
the ITolv Tjand and ‘•ornetimes tliey do the work of coolic'.s also. In sliort, 
they afford all possible facilities to the Ilajis in their journey, and tliey 
not only afford these facilities, but tliey are also helpful in giving instruc¬ 
tions to liie Hajis regarding the j>erfonnanec of their religious duties, be¬ 
cause the Ilaj does not (ron.sist of a single* prayer or an.vthing of that kind, 
bnt it is a combination of many acts from the time of the departure to the 
end of the Ilaj. The combination of all these acts is the TTaj. 
My experience is that thp.so muaUimsi w^bo come to British India 
do not take anything from the Tlajis in India. I happened 

to go to the IToly Land in 1930. They did not charge any¬ 

thing in India. In my company, there were lots of poor Ilajis. None of 
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them made any complaint to me about these muallims ; but, on the other 
hand, they were very thankful to them. So my submission is that : without 
the assi.slanee of these people, it is very difficult for the Indians to per¬ 
form Ifa.j. So, if this liill be passed into law, it will only discourage Mus¬ 
lims from i)<Tformi]ig llaj which is a most essential thing for Muslims who 
can afl'ord 1o go to the Jloly Land. 

11 is one of the four duties which arc enjoined upon the Muslims. One 
of iIk'iii is ilie regular prayer for five times, another is fasting, the third 
is which means giving away oiui-fortieth part of savings to charity, 

and the fourth is this llaj whicii is incum])ent upon those who can afford 

to (h.> it. It is strang(‘ that on this class of peojde you are going to impose 
restrictions and numerous conditions and you are giving both to the Central 
Governim'iit and to the Local Governments extensive powers regulating the 
activities of the hiuallims, on whom, they an* at liberty to pul any s(>rt of 
rest riot ions. First, they have to oldain a lie<*nce. I fail to .see wliat is the 
fioeessity for this lieenee. And, then, in order to obtain this lieenee, tliey 
h.Ae to go h(‘re and there, which is a cumbrous jjrocess ; and for tliat 
tljey iiave !<• j)ay some fee. Jt is .strange that this hona-fidc cla.ss of persons 

who a!f’ reall\ veiy helpful tf> the Ilajis should be made to pay fees. Sir, 

I ;.m t(»ld that the nnrnher of IJajis in IJiiiar has deen‘ase{l to a great ex- 
t(‘:il on aeeoiuif. of these restrictions an*I registration of wrtalltms. My 
Jlonourah-le fri(*nd, Kuiiwar Ilajee Ismail Aii Khan, who was -j member 
of tlie t^eJeet Gommiltee, lias chosen to elu.nge his views. lie says there 
Wes sufiloii'iit eireulation of this Bill as it was y)iihlish(‘d in various 
p.’ipcrs. tSir, v»e know veiw wt*ll that each pajx'r has got a e^Ttain ])oliey 
of its own. S(»me ])a[u*rs arc habitual supporters of Governn.<‘nt. while 
some an* snpp^i ters of the nationali.st mo^•:•ml•n^ ; ai.u, e**r1ainiy. Die })apcr.s 
which ii'.y friend relic's u))on are those whi('h are ])ledge«l to -upporr t]':e 
(lOverniiieTit. It is curious that altlioiiirh tin* Select Gominitteo did not 
find its way to reeoinnKnid thi^ Bill, hut. on tin* other hand, r^ eo-mmended 
its withdrawal ; yet Government liav«* l-ronglit it up agaiii with so much 
indecent haste. Nr)W, hxikiiig at »‘!an.se b, we find, it is intemh d to punish 
]>ei‘.son.s who ein])lov tl'<*m.sclv's in advising or assisting pili'mii.'-. This 
is wiiaf it .says : 

“ WJioivir. !i''l t'-’Vii; ;i iicfjisf *’ pUjr,-;,,, for :i foiisitliTatlt*!! nr in tho hO]»e 

of :i Tfw.-ird, («r or ot' is t«) ;i tvi-m- or ossist, :in.v ]tllirrini otli'T tMan 

a rt'l«fivr or frirnd, in .inv li'.Ufrr mn-rird wUii tlu’ pil^rimritio, '* ftc. 

Thf* words “ any matter eoniieeted witli tin* lu.lgriinaua* " are very 

Kignifierinf. Even if a ]>erson e.dvises or assists a ])ilgrim in iny matter 

connoetod with tin* pilgrimage, he Avill come under this »‘!;inse and he 
pnnish(*d and Jiis ]nini.shmen1 is three months’ imprisonment. Another 
thing is (‘lau.se 7 of the Bill which read.s thus ; 

“ Where it a|»ne.'ir‘i to :my Ceiirt t'cTore v.Meti any ptrsou is hieing tried for an 
olfoiu'c ninier .section (i tliat the ae-.-nsed ha« advi.sod or assisted, or offered to advise or 
assist, any pilgrim who is net his nditive or friend, and no eousiderrition is proved, 
the (\)iirt may presume tlmt tin* .'U'en.sed acted in the hope of a reward. ’ * 

This is a very mischievous piece of legislation. It is curious that any 
12 Nook service, which a man thinks fit to offer to the 

Ilajis, raises a presumption that he did it in the 
hope of getting some illegal gratification. This is the most objectionable 
feature of the Bill. Every Muslim has some sort of respect for his o^vn 
religion, and it is quite possible that the person, who offers himself to 
help and assist the Hajis at the port of embarkation, may do so out of 



1700 


1.EG1SLAT1VE ASSEMBLY. 


[16th Sept. 1933^ 


■ Ma 11 ]vi Dadi- uz-Zainan.] 

rcjigioiis nonsidoratioii ; and, if lliey any advice or any instruction 
to tlio iiajis!. that action would Ih' construed as an olVence. C(*i-iainly tliis 
is the inosl objectionable feature of the Sc? far as I have been 

abie to prather from the ])rovisions cf this Dill and from the unlijuited power 
wliich tlie reritral and liOeal (h>veriiments are iroiim- In have under this 
Bill, the (d.^iect of the Government seems to he to iliseonraee Flaj for the 
Muslims in ^udia. Except that, thei’e is m-. other With tliese 

remarks, T ojipose the refeivnef* motion. 

Major Nawab Ahmad Nawaz Khan fXnminated Xon-GtTfi<*ial) : Sir, 
I wish to .say a few wfU’ds !!i sin)port of the motion. It was said yesterday 
by some of my llononrahle friemis that there was smee speeia! inU’ition 
of the (lovej-iinicnt in introdueincr lliis Dili. 1| is well known to many 
elemhejs of this ilousc that this Dil! was iake»i np on the re{'omm(Midatif>ns 
• jf tile Muslim *\ieini)ej*s of the I'a.i Enquirv (Vnumittee. Evi<lently, Gov¬ 
ernment hj.vi' nothin,!jr !<» do v!th Id - puesliii:.*. wiietlier religions soi-ial ; 
and eveiy ^Member of tlie llousr' f*.;*! that it deals with tie* r^liirious 
question of the .\lnslii]i eoiminini'y oniy. Dolitieally. the ({overiimeiit 
cannot have any advantaf(‘ whether this l>i!l ?s mi -mm! or is tlirowo out. 
It is the tirst im]>re.-,sion wliuii i v.InIi to rmnovt* from I'oe minds of 
Miissaliiians who an lahouriiifr under this dejusion that it is not tiu’ .Aluslim 
eoinmunity who v isji (o lia.ve this Dill passed, hnt it is tin* No/ej-jimeiit. 
It is sometimes said by fliose t)t*ople ^v]lo are w(»rkiniif nndev the influence 
uf some j)ro))afraiula lliat the Government wish to stop the })ile-i-jius from 
goin?? to aVFecca. Dnt, F say, it is ])oIitiealiy wron«x to ibink so. Ft you 
stop a few hundred or tliotisa.iul pilirrims, the majority of whom are 
illito’ate and poor, (‘vithmtl^ wJiat advaiitai/e can the Goyfiaimenr ha**c ? 
XoiH^ at all. The (Tovernment an* not so foolish as to do any fmlitical 
acti<iii without getting any advantage from it. If a f(‘w p(‘rsons, .iliteratft 
and ])oor, do not go to Aleeca, what advantage can tiie Gov(*rnme/.t have, 
especially wlien tlie King of .Meeea is very friendly with us So, it is a 
wrong impression to have, and the history f)f the case shows llial it was 
tli'c Mnsiims only who jiressed the Government to do something for them ; 
and, if the Government would not have doiu* it, llicn they would all have 
blamed the Government for sitting silently and doing nothing. Diit, if tiie 
Government, ^{o rinything. then anoth<*r cla.ss of [leople, who are not tlie 
champions of islaui, liul the advocates of simic i\lauivis—1 do not say all 
the rdaulvis—come and blame the Government again for doing these tfiings. 

The aim and object of this Dill is so good tliat every Muslim n* even 
a non-^lu-lim will agree that the obj#*ct is to save the jioor peo])lo from 
cheating, deception and robbery. It is, in the opinion of cvorA- one, a 
greater sin to deceive a person under cover of religion, espcciall\' if he is 
illiterate. If a man comes under iJie guise of a friend and tlnni turns out 
to be an cnei;«y, it is more miserable and objectionable than if he jilainly 
comes to you and tells you that he is an enemy. If the mmllims or guides, 
whose duty it is to help the poor people, start cheating and robbing people, 
tb^n, in my humble opinion, they should be dealt‘with more strictly than 
the ordinary cheat. This Bill does not interfere with good mmllimff or 
others who arc good. The object of the Bill is simply that those persons 
who do all such objectionable things must be punished. It is quite simple. 
If the Muslims or Maulvis do not like this thing, it shows that they are no 
more sympathisers with Islam .* they have no sympathy with good tilings. 
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I say, it is the duty of us, Mussalmans, to make the law and those who 
become reformers must have the eouraj?e to be criticised by jMaulvis or 
others who are taking undue advantage of the pilfrrims. We are not 
going to stop the Muslims from doing what is their religious duty This 
Bill is not going to interfere with hovd fi(h‘ peo})le at all. This Bill is so 
good that every ^Muslim and non-Muslim should suyiport this motion and 
this Bill. Those Honourable Members, who have opposed this Bill, do not 
have one-t(mth of the confidence of the ^luslim community as is possessed 
by persons like? Sir Abdur Rahim and Sir Fazl-i-llusain. These two 
persons are too w(‘II known to Muslims as tijeir suj)porters, and, when you 
ti]}d them supixuting ii nn^asiire, it is a guarantee that that Bill or law is 
very useful to our eomniunity. 

The present motion for v.(*nding this Bill hack to Select Committee is 
such a good proposal that there can he no ohjection to it. If anybody 
thinks that some words should be altei'ed or modified, it can be done in the 
Committee aflor disctission and something bettor can be put in. 
J\!r. ]\Iaswo(;(I Ahmad, who was a member of that Ccmimittee. himself sa>s : 

“ Wc fliiiik tliMt tin* Biil It.vs »ot <=o altered as to require re-publieatir.n. ’ ’ 

Tit* himself said this tw(> imuttlis atro and now advocates that it should be 
circulated. Xo useful imrpose wtnild he served by re-circulation at all, 
and tliest* pe()])le, who ojtjx'sr* mostly, are jiriost-ridden ; they have not got 
the im»ral ctmrage to go ;}U\ iiis| the few priests or the Press. I, therefor:*. 
siij)port tlie motitdi for sf'uding this Bill to the Select i‘ommitt(‘e. 

Mr. Muhammad Mua^zam Sahib Bahadur ^North Madras : Muhdin- 
inadan) : Sir, if tli* re va.s one motion made in tliis House for reference to 
a Select. (Ndiuiiittce on wliich there could la* lio two oj)iuious. 1 think it is 
tlie one hefoi’e us and, as >uch, 1 say. it is j)re-eminently de.sei'viiig of our 
support. After all, wliat is it that the Bill is atteTiipting to do / It 
attempts to c;irry into effect the unanimoiis ('ondusiou at which the (’laytoa 
Comniittee or the Ilnj Inquiry Commillee had arrived. That Committee, 
ill comiiii’' t(» that unanimous eoucliision. ]M)iiited out' that mualJims or 
pilgrim guid(*s wo-c fh<‘t'ing iiitemling pilerrims. and the effeet of such 
fleecing wa.s that intending pilgrims found that beffwc they could embark 
on the jounu'N'. lh«*y had lost even the little they had saved for the journey, 
and to ju-ovide a <'he('k against tin* ai iivities of such ]ulgrim guides, tlie 
Iliij Inquiry (’oinmittec very rightly cann* to the conclusion at whicli they 
arrived. 


Sir, in the cour-e of the debate ou P-Is n-otion. my friend, ?.fr. Maswimd 
Alimtul, unfortunate ly sii-aycd far h«*yon<l the v;.(,pc of tin* debate and made 
certain remarks whi li. 1 >ho''.ld have tlmoght. In* should not. have made 
on any aeeonnt, at 1 ris: on the flo<u’ of the House. He went the length 
of making very strong ivmarks against Mussalman.s who were in the habit 
of shaving their bt*ard. He even went the length of saying that Muham¬ 
madans, wim shaved theii* beards, were not Mussalmans. I wonder, Sir, 
whether my friend hinise-lf is in the category of ]\russalman.s, and I say 
this, because I believt* that, if 1 am using the Valet -Safety to have my 
shave every morning, my friend, 1 think, uses the Zero Number Clipper— 
that probably is the only difference. Such remarks on the floor of the 
House, Sir, in matters relating to religion, are to be deprecated very 
st^ongl 3 ^ and T wish that my friend, IMr. Maswood Ahmad, refrains from 
making such remarks in future. 
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Now, Sir, looking to clauses 6 and 7, I think I shall be failing in my 
duty if I do not point out to the House that those clauses, as they stand, 
are a piece of positive mischief and not a piece of legislation. Clause 6 
reads thus : 

Whoover, not being a licensed pilgrim guide for a considcr.ation or in the liope 
of a reward, advises or assists, or offers to advise or assist, any j)ilgriiii other than 
a relative or friend, in any matter eonawted with the pilgrimage, other than the 
performance of religious rites and ceremonies relating th(?reto, .shall be punishable with 
imprisonment,’^ etc. 

Now, Sir, my objection is, you have not attempted to dt'fine the word 
friend That is a word which carries a certain significance in our 
minds. Whether yon circumscribe certain limits, within which a certain per¬ 
son could be called a friend or whether anybody or every body or any one who 
meets yon for the first time you could call a friend, is not evident from 
the clause, so that it comes to this, that unless you at1emj)t a liefinition 
of the word “ friend ” in danse 6, it will eontinne to be, as 1 said, a 
piece of positive mischief and not a pie<fe of legislation, and. if the 
clause, as it stands, is incorporated in the Statut(‘-book, it will be a 
standing disgrace to the legislation of this country. T would illiisrtratc 
my point this way. My friend, Maiilvi Badi-iiz-Zaman. has just told us 
that he has'})erforine(l the Ilaj ]ulgrimagc. IIo is a Hajet'. He is fully 
conversant, not only with the religio)is rites and eenunonies, hiit with 
everything that matters on tlie journ(‘y to and from Mecca. If T happen 
to liave a friend, who intends proceeding on a pilgrimage to Mecca, 
seeking my advice—^though J am (piitc willing to help him. but not 
having performed Ilaj myself,—I take my friend to Maulvi I>adi-uz- 
Zaman avIio secs him for the first time, and the Maulvi Saheb offers my 
friend som<‘ advice as to how lie slioiild conduct himself on the voyage 
to and from Mecca. Now. as the danse stands al presrnt, my friend, 
Maulvi Badi-nz-Zaman, will (‘oine under its pijrview tliat m»>mr‘nt. Tliat 
is exactly tljv position. 1 am not cxagg(*rating the position at all. 
That is the only possible position under Ibis danse. T ask my friend, 
Mr. Bajpai. whetlier be would allow this (dause to stand as it is ? 1 

understand from the sp^^edi he niad(* that tliat is not his (b*sir(‘. Jlis 
idea is tliat the danse should be so recast ]»y re-committing tlie Bill to 
the fSoiect (‘onimittee tliat, wlnm it emerges from the Select Oommiltee, 
the stigma or the shir that attadu'd to it now may be nmiovi'd. That 
is liis idea. Hn that ground, 1 supiiort the motion for re-eoinniittal of 
the Ih‘1] to tl/c Select Committee. J don’t think I need say anything 
further, so far as the present motion is concerned. I heartily support 
my friend’s motion. 

Khan Bahadur Haji Wajihuddin ((’ities of the United Provinces : 
Muhammadan Urban) : Sir, while T support the motion moved by my 
Honourable friend, Mr. Bajpai, to re-commit the Bill to the Seh et Com¬ 
mittee, I would suggest that a few' more names should he added to the 
Select Committee so as to remove the differences as regards certain 
provisions of the Bill and, with a view to solving the ])roblom more 
satisfactorily, T propose that the names of Sir Abdulla-al-Mamiiii 
Suhrawardy, Maulvi Badi-uz-Zanian, Mr. Uppi Saheb Bahadur and 
Khan Sahib Shaikli Fazal Ilaq Piraeha be adcled to the same Select 
Committee. With these few words, T support the motion. 
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Mr. Muhammad Azbar Ali (Lucknow and Fy'zabad Divisions : 
Muliaiiiinadaii Rural) : Sir, in this unfortunate question of muallims, 
some principles have been enunciat(.‘d which, I think, can be regarded as 
interference with our religion. Wliy all this anxiety, and all this haste 
on tlic jiart of the (loverunient to legislate about the agency of Muslim 
Ilaj and its ceremonies 1 I do not see any restrictions or any rules or any 
legislation'about the agency which carries on the performance of such 
cereinonie.s eilli(*r in Jerusalem or in Baghdad. Even here, in India, have 
Gov(uiinient legislated for any of the agencies for pilgrims proceeding to 
Puri or to the Ganges 1 Sir, 1 shudder to find that such legislation is 
intended merely to restrict the performance of Haj for Mussulmans and 
it is nothing less than that. This is not the first time that I rise to speak 
on tills (jiu‘stion, hut, when an allied question was before the House on the 
last occasion, I re])eated the same thing, and from the figures that we find 
quoted elsewh(‘i*e and I know it also for a fact that the number of pilgrims 
procc'eding to Hedjaz is getting ver}' small. If there are mmlHms who 
give tii(*ir advice to i)eo])le proceeding on Ilaj or if there are muallims 
created hy the Ilaj is themselves, how does it matter to the Government 
or to any people, and wliy should they show so much anxiety ? Sir, the 
duty of a nrualliw is men‘ly to guide the people from India to Mecca and 
other places of ’pilgrimage, to tell intending pilgrims what are the regular 
rit<‘s and what are the eenuiionies wliich they have to perform, and so on, 
at the IJaj in IlMljaz. Tlw*refore, 1 ask, how does it affect any relation 
of the (lovernnirni of India with any power or even the international 
relations with the (loyeriiinent of Hedjaz ? Sir, a muallim has got liis own 
clientele, just as a i>ari<hj or a mahunt in this country has his clientele. 
WJiat tliose jjondds and mniuinls do, 1 leave it to my Hindu friends to tell 
this ilonse. ii’ yt-u want to haiig them here, 1 shall have no objection 
wiiaiever, and if the Gov(’rnment of H<»djaz \vant to hang these muaUims 
in their (avm eouiitry, I shall have not the least obj<‘etioji. ] am neither a 
friend oT the iui(nUini< nor o\' 1h<» fmudos, hut J want to kno’w wJiy the 
Gov«nnin<‘n1 of India shoidd he so anxious to restrain the movements and 
aet iiriis of tlio.se peoj)le who «*o?ne to assist in the pilgrimage to the Hedjaz. 
Snell restrietioTiv. on tlie nntal/infs ami llie pandns, or. for the matter of that, 
on any jicoph' who wish to assist, are very objeetionahle, not only from the 
h'gal point of vir'w as my Iloiiourable friend, Mr. Muaz/.atn Sahib Ilahadur, 
h.as suggested, hnt also because they atfeet the freedom (»f action of the 
eiti/.i IIS ol' iliis country gimerally and of the ^liisliins of India es])ecially. 
]\v tlM*se restrii'tions. yon ( reatt* a elass of ])eo])le wdio wdll have to hang 
on th(‘ meinhers of (Iovt*rnment, wdiether they he members of the Govern¬ 
ment of India or members of Proviiieial Governments. They would have 
to seek tli<‘ir assislr.nee fiir nomination, for aj>])ointments. for licences, and 
every oih(*r blc.ss(‘d thing. Yon know in what Avay these things will be 
W’oi'ked. Wliy don't yon giv(* the pilgrims the liberty to decide upon their 
own agiMits. their own men to assist them in their ]>ilgrimage 1 For 
exanijilc. yon m'v Imw the agents of hotels, etc., eome to the station in Simla 
and at otlnn- railw.iy statiwn.s to canvas for their elientelc. Have you 
framed any rules a'cainst Ili(‘sc poo[)le ! I submit, not'. Then, w’here is 
the necf‘ssity for yon to regulate for those who want to go to the Ilaj ? 
Ijef tlie (iovernmerit of the Hedjaz make rlu*ir own regulations and frame 
tlif*ir own laws on the snbjeef. If this action is persisted in by the Gov¬ 
ernment, the Mnssalmans of India wdll be forced not to take any help 
from tbo.se whom they like ; but they may also say : We shall go and 
search out our owti agents in the land of the Hedjaz I am not to be 
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guided in my roliprion b.v my Leader, Sir Abdiir Rahim, or by Kunwar 
Hajee Ismail Ali Khan ; it is a matter of right with me, I have my own 
rights ajid my own beliefs. There may be people appoint(»d by the Govern¬ 
ment as muallims. qozis or ynuftis, but 1 have llie right and the liberty 
to regulate my own religions aetions and eivil rights. Nothing should 
come between my God and myself. It is indeed also a matter of charity 
to a Mnssalman. A ^lussalman thinks that if h»» supports a certain 
mvallim, it is a religions act. It is not a ipiestion of j)erforming cere¬ 
monies only ; it is also a question of doing charity and thus doing a 
religious act. With these words. 1 submit, that the Hill should not be 
re-commitred to the Select rommittee. but that it should go for circulation. 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i>Husain (Mcuidu'r for 
Education, Health and frauds) : sir, I tlid not expect that tIn* motion that 
is beibre the House would evoke the liiM-r.ssion that it has done, and I did 
not realist' that now-a-day.s nieinorii's W(*re so siM>rt That history of this 
measure would lx* nion* (>i* le.s.-: as it wto-,* a maftor «)!' archreoio'ry. 

Sir Abdulla-al-Mamiin Suhrawardy iHurdwan and Ida .sidcncy 
Divisions : Muhaininadan Iturah : Lil-t* ih-' liistarv i f ’ja r*»nsiit.itioii. 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain : Ves. 
Therefoia*. I would ask the iiidiiltri'Uco of 1h»' lIoU'O just for j'l-w niorneuts 
to state how w»‘ have reavhod ^he pr“.sciil s1a‘/e in iijiv ^ndar matter. 
I tliiuk it was in iln* year lirJ8 that this Ho*ns«- appointf'd tir^ Haj ICnquiry 
Cominiticc. Titat Gonnnitic'e took ahont a y«*ai’ or so )!i;jk»* report. 
It co/isisted of Aletnlsers of thi* t’eiiiral L^Ldslal neo {:i>d ojo* oiit'-ider. Tliey 
were all IMussalnians except for tin* Ghairma.n. Tii- ir r‘t*inct v/a,s mostly 
UJianimous. One ]).‘n*t of The report wa- to tin* folhoviiu- I'ffeiq. Tlu're 
are serious coni])laints as to thi' pilgrim .ni 1* oper^itimis !,*• India, that 
is to say, befoia* emharking. ina.smneh as if j. nllcgtsi tinp. soin oj‘ them 
cheat and maltreat the ignorant class of Hajis, That cleating and mal¬ 
treating is not with reference Tm any p‘li«riou'^ rites, hut with refereiicf' to 
purchasifig of tielo-ts. railway or s.hif) tiekets. with P’h’i^'jn-e to purehase.s 
of f(»od. and puicJiases of otlnu’ tilings, and In the matter (.f aceounts. i 
tliink I am riLdit in saying that as t(» lie* evid '.nee of ihe>* e'tmt>!aints 
there are no two opinions. There may h*- ditferenc' s of opinion as In the 
cans<» of these eom])laint.s, 1 iiave tried t<» fiiol out what possilil-.* explana¬ 
tion tliere can he a.s to the existinee of these complaints, and why these 
com])laints exist. I have* l)e**i! al)!** to litul onf* man who says that tliese 
complaints are altogether nnfoiinded. All guides an* good, helpful, 
honest and straightforward, aiui that coin])laints do exi.sl but tliey arc due to 
the fact that the average Indian pilgrim is very mis -rly iwml stingy. He 
welcomes all the serviees these pilgrim guides render to him but when the 
time comes for paying them. In* is very miserly and would like to jmy half 
the sum that is really due, with the result that the pilgrim guide is 
offended and when he is otTended he makes -a row and iu* f‘xtract.s the 
balance of what he considers his due and tlie Haji .says, the pilgrim guides 
are a bad lot. This gentleman was, I should say, aT« advoeale of pilgrim 
guides, saying that they an* ])erfeetly in the right, tliat the Hajis are in 
the v.Tong and the existence of eomplaints is due to what he calls the in¬ 
herent defect of character in the average Indian ]>ilgrim who wants to 
receive services but not make adequate payment for them. I am not in a 
position to say whether this gentleman who represented the cause of the 
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pilgrim guides very strongly to me is in the right or not but the vast 
majority I came across have said that there are pii^rim guides and pilgrim 
guides. Some of them are good. Some of them are bad. The b^ ones 
do maltreat the pilgrims. They do cheat them and such instances have 
occurred and they are given currency to and the pilgrim guides have got 
a bad name. Therefore, 1 assume that so far as the existence of complaints 
goes, the Haj Inquiry Committee were in the right, that in all probability 
the explanation that there are some who are good and some who are not 
good is also the correct one. So we arrive at the position that there is 
certain gri(*vance based on really unsatisfactory pilgrim guides operating 
in India, that it is desirable in the interest not of the Muslims of the status, 
knowledge and position of tlie Members of this House but of their ignorant 
pooj’ brethren who are not in a position to cope with men with wida^expe- 
riene(\ shan)er intellect and greater knowledge of the world who can impose 
themselves upon these untrav(*lled ignorant Indian Muslims wdio in their 
anxiety to go to lledjaz fall victims to the unscrupulous character of some 
of Ihese pilgrim guides. I think, Sir. on tins |)oint also there will be no 
difT<*i*en(M‘ of opinion even amongst those who-have spoken on the subject, 
that is to say the desirability of taking sn(‘h action as is possible or as it 
Ls pr*icti(^al)I(* to tak<* in order to remove this rlefect. There are some who 
feel that if is not possible to eradieat(‘ this defect by legislation. There 
are others who feel that no doubt legislation may not eradicaU* it altogether 
but it may go same length in counteraeting the fraudulent acts or deceitful 
acts of these pilgrim guid(‘s. 1 do not think I am really called upon now 
to say that a law, if eventually pass(*d. will stamp it out altogether, but 
I think tb(^ House will agree wdth me that it is a matter which i.s worth 
trying. 

This Hill was introduced as long ago as March, It was referred 

to a Select (’ommiti(‘e iuid a very strong Select ("ommittec, which sat in the 
Slimmer of lJtJ12 and thrashed out the avIioU* thing. They arrived at their 
d(*eisions which are incorporated in the revised Bill that was laid on the 
table of the House but Avhen we had finished our labours some of us, in tact 
most of ns. felt that the l^ill was not as definite as we desired it to be. It 
a]>pear<*d t(» us that it probably would cover many eases that we would 
ratlvu- exclude from the ])urview of the Bill and in the second place that 
th(*re were cases which we would like tn jirovide against which were not 
<*overed by the provisions of the Bill. Therefore, the majority of the Select 
Committee said that the Bill that we had i‘vcntiially brought out be not for 
file presmit proeei*ded with. Some thought that the Bill, a.s it had been 
thrashed out, was a goo<l Bill and, therefore, they wjuitod to proceed with 
it, with Ihe result tliat Government dee’dcfl to act on the advice of the 
majority, and not forthwith proceed with the Bill. It was laid on the 
table of the House I think last PebruarA- and then the question for Govern¬ 
ment to decide Avas Avhat to do Avith it. The advice was do not proceed 
with it for the prestuit A strong minority consisting of Sir Abdur 
Baliim and another ^lember said “ Proceed with it as it is The next 
step that tiovernment took Avas to consult the Standing Haj Committee. 
Their advice was, “ let us have the opinion of the Muslim Press and the 
Muslim ])ublie So the Bill was sent round to all the papers whether 
they were in r(‘eei])t of Government advertisements or not. Avhether they 
were j)ro-Go\Trnm(‘nt or a.nti-Government. How can you say that the Press 
like other public ])eo]de are pro-Go\wnment or anti-GoA'cniment without 
referring to a particular date. Is that not so ? People with open minds, 
as we are in India, can change our minds like other people. We may hold 
L298LAD D 
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an opinion for a measure today and next week we may hold a different 
opinion. Therefore it would have been rash on the part of my Depart¬ 
ment to refuse eirculation of this measure to a paper on the assumption 
that yesterday it was anti-Government, for who knows that it may not 
tomorrow be pro-Government. 1 am not one of those who are pessimistic 
about elianj^e of oj>inion. I always hope and trust that if my opinion is 
the rif?ht one, those who do not share my views today may do so tomorrow. 

Mr. B. R. Puri (West Punjab : Nou-Muhammadan) ; You may 
change your view also. 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Huaain : Yes, but I 
would jirefer to put it the other way. The result was that when all these 
opinions were a(?tually received we found that those who stood out against 
the Bill were not more than three. One ^f them was the Al Jamiat of 
Delhi which some people allege has been for a long time non-co-oj)erating 
and holding views about civil disobedience of a very extremist nature, 
though I hear that recently it has had occasion to modify its views in the 
light of the new circumstances that appear to have come into being. 
Therefore, there was a very strong opinion in sii])port of the Bill and yet 
at that time there were two counses oj)en to Gov(*rjnneut to adopt. One 
was to proceed with the Bill and the oth(*r was not to ])roceed with it 
but to have it recommitted to the Select (-ominittee with a view to enable 
all the suggestions that had been made during this canvassing of public 
opinion to be discussed in the Select C-ommittee in the light of the criticism 
received and to see if it were pre])ared to modify the Bill or not. 1 thought, 
as T said, at the very beginning of my remarks, that this was a rt^-usonable 
course to adopt and that there would hardly be any objection from any 
part of the House to this being done. Why, then, this occasion has been 
availed of to enter into a discussion in which two or tliree things have 
been prominently brought out. One is the usual argunnmt that the 
Shariaf is in danger ; you are legislati]ig about religion and thej-efore we 
arc on principle opposed to any legislation of the kind. Well, Sir, I under¬ 
stand this line of argument but T must frankly state that I do not agree 
with it nor do I want to encourage it. Situated as Muslims are in India, 
for us to take the line that everything relating to Haj even though it be a 
case of transport from the home of the Haji to Bombay ls a religious matter, 
neither for the present Government nor for any other Government that one 
can conceive of in India, would it be pos.sible to make any proper and 
suitable arrangements. The matter of this Pilgrims’ Guides Bill is not a 
religious matter ; it is a matter of |)rotecling the ignorant against the 
professional men, some of whom are strongly believed to be not what they 
ought to 1)0. Therefore, the legislation contemplated is one of the ordinary 
kind protecting the w^eak against the more elever t:o such an extent as the 
State can. The second argument is that Haj has a great significance of 
which the British Government is very much afraid and therefore the British 
Government hfis coneeived a plan of having a nurnlxT of laws made relating 
to Haj, the effect of which would be that people will not go to perform 
tlieir Haj. The Haj will die out and tin* Mu.slims will not proceed to 
Ifedjaz. It is really to make a .statement on this [loiiit that T ventured 
to ask you. Sir, to let me speak. So far as T know’, as a Miunber in charge 
of this Department, there is not the slightest foundation for this suspicion. 
M\' policy is to do all that can reasonably be done to afford eomfort and 
protection to the pilgrims, to give them all facilities that it is possible to 
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givo and to make their trip to Hedjaz as comfortable and as little expensive 
as possible. And why 1 Firstly, because it is the religious duty of the 
IVIussalman? who can afford to perform the Haj and why should I or the 
Government of which I am a Member stand in the way of that being done. 
Secondly, I, in common with most of the Members of this Assembly, believe 
that a travelled person is a much better citizen than an untravelled person. 

Td bd du'kkan-i-khdnd dar girvi, 

Hargiz at khdm ! ddmi nah ahavi. 

At. long as you are confined within your own house, you will never 
never really attain maturity. That is the reason why this House always 
lik€‘s a large number of its Members to proceed to England now and then. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt (Burdwan Division : Non-Muhammadan 
Rural) : At the expense of the Government. 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain : No, no ; 

you must not indulge in in.sinuation.s. And Ilaj affords unique oppor¬ 
tunities of benefiting by travel by making people come in contact with 
people of other countries. If you simply go as Cook's tourists, you can 
only visit particular countries, one after the otb(*r, at a tremendous expense 
to yourself. But if you go to perform your lla,j, inasmuch as a very 
large number of pi^ople from different countries have travelled to the same 
destination, you hav(» the benefit of meeting nor only the peo})l<* of Hedjaz 
but jieople from all parts of the world. Now. that is a civic advantage, 
an advantage which all Ilajis bring back to India not only for their own 
personal benefit, not only for their own religious benefit, but 1 call it also 
a civic benefit. In other words, their horizon and outlook are widened by 
rubbing their shoulders with people from tlifferent countries, which, in 
itself, is a great asset to them. Therefore, how is it possible that I or this 
House should countenance in any way the policy of r(*stricting the move¬ 
ments of .Muslim Hajis to Hedjaz V There is not the slightest sense in 
that ])olicy. 

Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali : Are you afraid of Pan-lslamism V 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain : The 

Honourable Member from the United Provinces is talking of Pan-lslamism. 

Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali : 1 do not talk. 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain : You have 
])ut me that question. There is nothing to b«* ashamed of in that. 

BIr. Muhammad Azhar Ali : 1 am not at all ashamed to have put 
that question. 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain : I turn from 
him to the right and look at my Honourable friend, Sir Abdulla Suhra- 
wardy, who was believed at one time to be the prophet of Pan-lslamism in 
India and, with whom, I Jiavc h<»en in intimate touch ever since this young 
prophet came from London rm Egypt to Lahore where 1 had the pleasure 
of having him nominated as the Principal of the Islamia College of which 
Institution I was the Seeretaxy. Therefore, so far as the Pan-lslamie 
movemeiiT in India and, for the matter of that, in the wwld is concerned, 
probably in this Hou.st», after Sir Abdulla Suhrawardy, I know more than 
any other Member does. When 1 say T know more, I mean not only the 
outward expression of it, but the inward significance too. Sir, Pau-Islam 
L2J)SLAD Di2 
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of \vhich young Muslim India dreamt years ago was never more than a 
and today, there are not even the ashes left of that myth. Therefore 
those Honourable Members who imagine that there is a bogey of Pan- 
Islaraism of which Plurope is frightened. I am afraid they are suffering 
from some hallucination or delusion. I assure the House, 1 do not think 
the House needs that assurance, but if a few Members are still dreaming of 
Pan-Tslamism, T say they had better make up their minds to stand on their 
own legs in India as hulians, (Hear, hear.) The utmost they can do 
in that line is to make up their minds to proceed to Ilaj as soon as they 
have enough money to do so. 

Shaikh Sadiq Hasan : Will tin* Honourable Member do the same ? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain : When 1 
see the Honourable ]\Iembor come back safe and an improved man after 
performing the Haj, 1 shall do so. T trust tht‘se f(‘w observations I have 
made will assure the Honourable Members, that there is no f(»undation 
for the vSUsj)icion of tliose who have been saying that frovernment want 
to stoi> ])eople })roeeeding to Haj. I tru.st these suspieioas Members 
possess the zeal and enthusiasm for Haj more than is i)ossessed by others. 
When 1, on the floor of this House, ask them to take tlie earliest oppor¬ 
tunity of proceeding to Haj surely it cannot be said that the (lovernmcnt of 
Indhi want to diseourage pilgrimage and T trust that the recpiest 1 have 
made to them, tliey will in their turn make to those oiitshh* this House 
who can afford to make the pilgrimage. Having said that 1 need say 
nothing more and J trust that the motion before the House will be passed 
unanimously and T further hope that the committee will he in a position 
to thrash out a Bill wliich will .save the ignorant Indian Muslims from 
such los.ses to which they have been liabl(‘ in the j>ast and thus «*neounige 
others to ])roc(‘od to Ilaj instead of discouraging them. (Applause.) 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shanmukham Chelty i : The 
Honourable Member, Mr. Mubammad Azhar AJi, has just handed in notiec 
of an amendment. But the Honourable Member knows that he has alreaciy 
taken part in the debate and he has lost the right of moving his amendment. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad TTbiited Provinees SniitheDi Divisions : 
Muhammadan Uural) : i say at the very outset that tlie Honourable 
Member in charge of this Bill has as much right to speak on behalf of 
Muslim community as any otlun* elected Muslim Member of this House. 
(Hear, hear.) Ho commands the confidence of the Muslims as much, 
if lujt more, as any other person. 1 also say at the outset that those 
Members of the Legislature whoso names are Pound amongst the Members 
of the Select (-ommittoe are as much true representatives of Muslims as 
others whose names are not there. We have as much confidence in them 
as we have confidence in those who are not members of the Select Com¬ 
mittee. Therefore, this point is quite clear that there is no question 
of confidence or no-confidence in the members of the Select Committee. 
AH of Jis have got at heart the intere.sts of Muasalmans for "whose benefit 
this legislation is intended and there is no question of attributing motives. 
One thing I always emphasised that, it is the duty of every Government 
to protect the interests of its subjects, their lives, their properties and 
their personal rights, in India and outside India ; and it is on account 
of this plea that we always demanded that life and property and other 
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rights of Indians in South Africa and other places should be protected. 
I think a Government will fail in its duty, if it did not .protect the life 
and property and privileges of its own subjects in every part of tjte 
globe. That I think is quite legitimate. But the wordings of the Bm 
as it is drafted really go much wider than what was intended and I hopte 
that the Select ("omrnittee would look into the matter. As far as I can 
siee 1 suggest that the operation of this Bill should he restricted to the 
legitimate protection of the rights of the pilgrims and their lives and 
properties during thoir pilgrimage, and not interfere in personal laws 
of Mussalmans. 1 hope that this point will be taken into consideration by 
the Select Committee and 1 hope that the terms of the Bill which are so 
wide will he restricted. 1 believe w^e should give an opportunity to our 
colleagues in whom wc* have full eonfidenee to consider this matter, and 
take into consideration the views that have been expressed on this Bill 
by Muslim public. Tliere was a suggestion made by m\' friend, KhaU 
Bahadur Ilaji Wajihuddiu, that if the ITouourable Member in charge 
of the Bill may find conveninit. he may add three more members to the 
Select Committee. 1 do not object to this proposal. But I find thast 
the Select Committee, as it is coustituted at present, has got n sufficiently 
large number of trustworthy Muslims r»n the Committee. Ro. if we add 
more members it wouifi l>e adding more sugar to a thing whicdi is already 
sw’cet and T would welcome it. 

Mr. Muhammad Anwar ul-AEim /'Chittagotig Division : Muham¬ 
madan Rural) : Tt is hardly necessary for me after the Honourable 
Member in charge f)f the Bill has spoken and has replied to the various 
objections raised by some of my Honourable friends to speak at length. 
T am very mueb grateful to my TTonourable friend, Kunwar llajee 
Tsmail Ali Khan, for clearing up certain matters with wdiieb T too was 
connected. T am told that both my Honourable friend. Shaikh Sadiq 
Hasan, and our new friend, ^Ir. Masw’ood Ahmad, questioned the pro¬ 
priety of Government in calling my humble self. Kiinw’ar Hajee Ismail 
Ali Khan and Maulvi Muhammad 8bafee Daoodi for advice in the 
matter of draft rules under the Merchant Shipping Act passed in Delhi 
this year. Tt was v(*ry nice of my Honourable friend. Kunwar Hajee 
Ismail Ali Khan, to liave told Mr. Ma.swood Ahmad that the remarks 
which the latter made on the floor of this House at Delhi were considered 
by the ( 7 d hoc Committee of which wc were members. It was unfortunate 
for us and for Government that my TTonou?'able friend. Mr. Maswood 
Ahmad, could not syiare time at home to come and join this Committee. 
Before my Honourable friend, Mr. Ma.swood Ahmad, said so many 
unkind things with regard to that Committee T should have liked him 
very much to see first of all whether the objections that he raised during 
the last Delhi Session were not gone into by Government and how far 
they were modified and whether the objections for which my Honourabte 
triend, Mr. Maswood Ahmad, put up such a bold fight during the last 
Delhi Session were not substantially removed and the suggestions made 
by him embodied in llie rule.s that we framed. Coming to the subject 
matter of this small Bill it appears that my Honourable friend has con¬ 
fused the whole issue altogether. Tt has absolutely nothing to do with 
Muslim religion. 1 am an luinible follower of that religion and hailing 
as T do from Eastern Bengal, which is not unknown to my friend, Shaik 
Sadiq Hasan, he knows how orthodox we are and how bitterly we feel 
if anything touching our religion is done by anybody or even hinted at 
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by anybody. This Bill will clear the position of the hona fide muallims — 
Eeligious preceptors in general, and others working in the Holy Lands 
will not be touched. It vnli also at the same time help the poor and 
unwary from being fleeced by cheats in the guise of muallims. This 
Bill is a move in the right direction. The Port Haj Committees alone 
j p will take cognizance at the first instance. But it seems 

very puerile that Mr. Sacliq Hasan, Mr. Maswood 
Ahmad and last, but not the least, Mr. Azahar Ali should take upon 
themselves to digress from the main line and bring in uniiccessiiry 
things which do not form part of the religions (piestioii. It is said that 
tlie Hill is very wide. 1 think it is not only not wide but on the other 
hand it is too restricted. What trouble is tln're for any of these gentle¬ 
men, wlio occasionally ])ilfer men and women wlio go to the Haj, to get 
licence just to show that he is not one of tliose pilferers and not guilty 
of malpractices against whom this Hill is directed ? My huinbh* sub- 
mis.sion is that if my friends consider this matt(‘P from that point of 
view they would not O])pose the Hill with sueh vehemenee. It is s(» very 
easy to excite the mass mind. 

Certain friends have asked why (lovernment are so solicitous about 
the welfare of the pilgrims and not of the pandas, and ihakvrs at Hindu 
ahrines. Of course the answer is obvious, that Government as a result 
of great agitation and r(q)resentation forim*d the Haj Inquiry ('’ommittee. 
They went to tlie length of spending several lakhs of nijx^s, and if that 
Committee came to the decision tliat some laws must be niadt* with 
regard to regulating the coridnet of these mnalliws, 1 am certain their 
(injection falls to the ground. Sir, I do not think it is necessary for me 
to take the time of the House but my impression is that if my friends 
go tliorougldy throngli the report of the IIaj Inquiry CoTnmittee and 
look at it from a detaclied |>oint of view they wuld not clam(»tir so much 
with regard to the main provisions of this Hill. Last but not the least. 
Sir, it is not my business to defend Sir Abdiir Rahim ; I know him as 
a Leader of tlie Tndej)endpnt Party and a great Indian, and as a matter 
of fact the de facto Leader of the Opposition in this House now. And 
if my friends had any respect for tlieir Leader they would not raise so 
much objection to this Hill going back to the Select Committei'. The 
opinion of a gentleman like Sir Abdur Rahim is certainly to be respected, 
af least by Members of the Independent Party. And wliat does he say 
here ? He says that perhaps it may not be possible by this Bill to stop 
the nefarious activities of the rnvallims fully. No laws are perfect and 
as .such it is more or less a trial, and if my friends think it will injure 
them or that it may not be effective, it might he considered fully later 
cm in the Select Committee. I think, Sir, Government should not have 
asked for recommittal of this Bill to Select Committee but they would 
have been wise to move that the Bill should be paased forthwith. With 
these words I support tlie motion. 

, s. Bajpai (Secretary, Department of Education, Health 

Md D^mds) : Sir, after what has fallen from the Honourable the 
Education Member, there is nothing for me to say as repards either the 
menta of the motion or the merits.of the Bill. Tf T haye risen it Ls only 

iS- ';r“* "Iir ®»ade by my Honourable friend, Haji 

Wajihuddin. He snppested that there should be certain additions made 
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to the Select Committee. I would repeat to him the words of my 
Honourable friend, Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad, that the Committee is already 
sufficiently representative and indepenclent not to need any further 
addition. That is all I have, to say. 

Htc. M. Maswood Ahmad ; Sir, I have to offer one word of personal 
explanation. Yesterday I did not object to the personnel of the men 
who attended the ('onference, but 1 objected to the principle, because 
Government did not consult the representatives of this House, i.e., the 
members of the Standing Committee for Ilaj Pilgrimage but they took 
certain other peoi)le in that (Vmference. 1 did not intend to say that 
they were not repre.s(Uitatives of the ])eople ; they were certainly repre¬ 
sentative's of th(' ])eople, but they were not the rej)resentatives of this 
House. 1 objected yesterday to tlie principle and not to the personnel. 

Mr. S. C. Mitra (Chittagong and Rajshahi Divisions : Xon-Muham- 
inadaii Rural) ; Sir, 1 should like to submit that as Mr. Rajan Bakhsh 
Shah and Mr. Say^’id Murluza Saheb are ill and have not come this 
Session, they may be rej)laeed by Maulvj Dadi-uz-Zaman and Mr. 1-ppi 
Saheb Bahadur. 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain : I trust 
that the Ibuiourahle Member does not mean that they are going to be ill 
during the whole of the next year. This Select Committee is not intended 
to sit si raiglitaway ; as a matter of fact, it is intended that it should meet 
some weeks and ])ossibly .some months hence. And, in fact, it is intended 
to consult tlic new Port Haj Committees as well. Therefore, the deli¬ 
berations of this Committee will really commence some weeks or months 
hence and will not be ov(*r for the next six months or so. Tn caj*' tlie 
Honourable Member has information that the illness (»f these two gentle¬ 
men is likely to he y>rotracted, that is of eour.se a different matter. But 
otherwise I do not think there is any need to re})lace them. 


Mr. S. C. Mitra : What T say is that Mr. Rajan Bakh.sh has written 
to say that he lias been ill for a long time and it may not be possible foi 
him to attend, and the same is the case with Murtuza Saheb. So, T 
think, they may bo replaced. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sai Shanmukham Chetty) : But the 
Honourable Member cannot assert that they will continue to be ill. 


The question is : 

** Th;it the Bill to roffiil.ntc the .activities of persons in British India who offer to 
assist Muslim pilpjrims to tlu’ TT<*djaz, as reported by the Selcrt Committee, be recom¬ 
mitted to the Pelcet Committee." 

The motion was adopted. 

The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till a Quarter to Three 
of the Clock. 
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The Assembly re-assembled after Lunch at a Quarter to Three 
bf the Clock, Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shanmukhem 
Chetty) in the Chair. 

THE NEGOTIABLE INSTRUMENTS (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

The Honourable Sir Cteorge Schuster (Finance Member) ; Sir, I 
beg to move : 

That the Bill further to amend the Negotiable Instruments Act, 1881, for a 
certain purpose, as passed by the Council of State, be taken into consideration. 

Sir, this is a very small measure which has, however, a somewhat 
long histor 3 ’'. I think if ni.v friends opposite would study the measure 
carefully and the recommendations of the Banking liiqiiirj' (.%)mmittee 
on the subject, they would find that the Bill, as at present drafted, 
gives exact effect, or as nearlj* as possible, exact effect to the recom¬ 
mendations of the Banking Inquir\" Committee. Tlie object of this Bill 
is to protect Banks and the public in respect of endorsements on 
cheques which are on the face of them pay’able to bearer. It says : 

“ Where a cheque is originally expresaed to bo payable to bearer, the dra\irce is 
discharged by payment in duo e<»urao to the hearer thereof, notwithatanding any 
endorsement whether in full or in blank ;if>pcarjng thereon, and notwithatanding that 
any snch endorsement purporta to restrict or exclude further negotiation.’’ 

The necessity for a measure of this kind to protect haiiktu-s really 
dates from a judgment given by the Bondtay Iligli Court in a 

judgment which decided that a Hitvdl whiclt (ni tin* fact' of it >vas 
payable to hearer ])Ut bore an endorsenu'ut restricting its lu'arer 
character had thereby changed its character. That judgment was a 
verv upsetting judgment to Banks which had hitherto only regarded 
the nature of the document as it appeared oji the fac(* of it. The 
decision was then taken to legi.slatc and to make tin* provisions of the 
present Bill applicable both to Ilundis and to cheques. That led to a 
great deal of discussion, and eventually" after the measure liad eome 
forward on several occasions, it was decided to withdraw it and await 
the recommendations of the Banking Inquiry Committee on th<* matter. 
The Central Banking Inquiry Committee dealt with this matter in 
paragraph 064 of their Report, and their recommendation is as 
follows : 

“ The question Ii.-is })een fully f(msi<lorr(l by the ProviiU'I.'jl ("orninitlceM and some of 
them have reforiunendefl thut the Xe}.»-f)tin]»le Tn.struinents Act shotild be nmcmiod fiO * 
as to proviile tli.-if ''lu'qut s originally <Ir;iwn 1o bearer would, despite any endorsement, 
retain their eharaeter as bearer instruments. We coneiir in this re^onrimendation. \Vc 
also ajjprovr of the reeornmondatiori made by the Madras (.’ommittee that any hoMer of 
a cheque should have the right to alter the character of the cheque from ‘ bearer ’ to 
‘ order * on the face of it and that the alteration should be supported by the name of 
the drawer or holding endorser who makes the alteration. It should not, however, be 
altered by endorsement on the back of the cheque. We further recommend that Hundis 
which are draw'n in the form of cheques should be treated similarly. We are not, 
however, in favour of interfering with the existing practice in regard to other TTund^a 
and do not recommend that the practic^e * once a bearer, always a bearer * should bo 
made applicable to such JJundin.*' 

Now, Sir, in making their final recommendation the Banking 
Inquiry Committee were really meeting the objections which have been 
raised to the measure which had been formally proposed by the Qov- 
ernitient, and in substance we have in this Bill given exact effect to the 
recommendations of the Central Banking Inquiry Committee, that is 
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to Bay, this Bill which embodies the principle of ‘ once a bearer docu¬ 
ment always a bearer document ’ only applies to cheques and not to 
Hundis. Now, Sir, I believe that, having met that point, there w 
nothing which any Member of the House could object to in this Bill, 
but I see that there is down on the Order Papc^r an amendment in the 
name of my friend, Mr. S. C. Mitra, to the effect that the Bill should 
be referred to a Select Committee. This measure has waited for a 
long time to come to birth, and as it has w^aitcd from 1927 to 1933 and 
as the whole of the banking machinery of the country has not been 
paralysed by the defect in the present position, 1 do not think it can 
be argued that a further delay of two or three months would be of 
very serious import. Tlieiv^fore, if there is any feeling on the part of 
Honourable Members opposite tliat they want more time to consider this 
Bill and they would like to examine it in detail in the Select Com- 
mitle<*, I on behalf of the Government would not object to that course. 
But I would put it to the House that I am quite satisfied in my ow^n 
mind that the delay is unnecessary and that the hour or so whieh the 
Select Committee will sj»end in going into this qin'stion will really be 
wasted ; but if Ihuiourabh* Members feel that they would like the 
delay, T am quite prepared to aeeept the motion for reference to 
Select Committee. T do not think T need say atiy more on this motion 
in order to explain its object. Sir, T move. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shanmukham Chetty; ; Motion 
moved : 

** That tfi<* Bill farther to amend the Xegotinble Tn«trumeiits Act, 1881. for a 
certain purpose, as passed by the Council of State, be taken into consideration. ’ ’ 

Mr. 8. C. Mitra (Chittagong and Rajshahi Divisions : Non-Muham¬ 
madan Rural) : Sir, 1 move : 

“ That the Bill be referre<l to a Select ^^''onimittee conaistintj of the Honourable 
the Finance Member, the HonouraV)le the Haw Member, Mr. Vidyji Sagar Pandya, 
Mr. B. Ti. Puri, Mr. Muhammad Muazzara Sahib Bahadur, Mr. K. C.* Neogv, Mr. Gaya 
Prasad Singh, Hao Bah.ad?ir M. (\ Rajah, Sir Leslie Hudson, Kunwar Hajee Ismail Ali 
Khan, /)r. Francis A'avior DeSoiiza, Mr. Tjalchand Xavalrai and the Mover, with 
instructions to report before the ,^0th November, 1933, and that the number of members 
whose presema* shall be necessary to con.sritute a meeting of the PomniitU'e shall be 
five. ’' 

*^ir, T agree with t]](* Honourable t]je Finance Member that the 
scope of this Hill has been much curtailed by excluding Hundis from 
coming und<*r tlu* scofie of the pre.s<‘nt Bill. T also thank the Finance 
Member for saying that he has no objection to this Bill being referred 
to a Select Committee. T have consulted some friends on this side of 
the TTouso and they feci that this matte'' should he further considered. 
The main point is this. Here, in India, we have two kinds of cheques, 
one, the order cheques and the other bearer cheques. As regards order 
ehecjues. they do not come under the purview of this Bill ; it only 
deals wdth hearer cheques. The custom in countries, where there is 
an advanced system of banking, is that a bearer cheque is negotiable 
even without a signature. But here, even though it be a bearer cheque, 
the banks require endorsement with a signature on the back of it. Not 
to say of cheques, even Government currency notes for Bs. 10. not to 
speak of notes of higher denomination, people demand to he signed 
and endorsed on the back. It has become almost a custom with^ the 
public even in bearer cheques to require endorsement on the back, 
ih the interests of the banking system, it may be necessary that we 
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shall have to f^radually back to the more advanced practice of the 
West tliat once a bearer cheque should always remain a bearer cheque. 
But, so far as I understand, ov(‘n the Banking? Enquiry Committee has 
said that if a bearer cheque has been changed into an order cheque on 
the face of it, that should he accepted as an order cheque. But in thia 
Bill I think tho infenlion of the Government is to make a bearer 
c}uM]ue always a bearer chequr* even if it is changed on the face of it 
into an order cheque. These are matters which 1 think sljould be 
considered in a Select Committee, because it is a qin*stioii of changing 
the habits of onr pco]>le which are almost ingrained in them. I do not 
want to go into the earlier lii.story of this Icirislation. 1 do not want 
to quote from thf‘ sjieeelj of the Finance Member himsidf wlien he 
moved on the last occasion for sendinjr a similar Bill to a Seleei rom- 
mittee. Tlie Boinbay Iligli Court's final decision was given in 1924, 
but it has not put the banks ii] such a positi<»n that they an' not able 
to carry on their business, ns has been ad)nilted by the Honourable 
the Finance Member liim.self. T Ijopc tin* Iftmse will agree to rny 
motion of reference to the Seleet Committee. 

Mr. President (The Tbmonrable Sir Shanninkham C'lietty 1 : The 
question is : 

“ Tliat tlio Bin )»«' referred to a S**l(‘ct (’opuiiittct' (oasistiii;; ul’ tin* UoiiMurabU 
the Finaiiee Member, the Honourable the liaw Member, Mr. Vi<lya Saj;ar I’amlyii, 
Mr. B. B. Piiri, Mr. Muhammad Muu7zam Sahib Bahadur. Mr. K. 0. Neogy, Mr. OaVa 
Prasad Singh, Rao Bahadur M. 0. it?ijah. Sir Jjeslie Hudson, Kunwar Ilajoe Ismail Ali 
Khan, Dr. FranoiR Xavier DeSotiza, Mr. Tjalehand Navalrai and the Mover, ■‘vitli 
instructions to re]) 0 Tt befort' tlie 30th November, 1033, and that the number of membeii 
whose jiresence sludl be necessary to constitute a meeting of tho Committee shall b* 
five. ’ ’ 

The motion was adopted. 


TITE INDIAN ARBITRATION (AMENDMENT! BILL. 

The Honourable Sir Bepin Behary Ghose (Ijaw Member) : Sir, I 
beg to move ; 

That the Bill further to amend tho Indian Arbitration .Act, IHOO. for ;i certaim 
purpose, a.s pjissed by the Council of State, be taken inUi consideration.” 

The matter is very simple and I hope it is not controversial. I 
may shortly stale the ease for the information of my’ lay friends. The 
Indian Arbitration Act of 1S9n applies to a certain class of cases. In 
section 19 of the Act it was provided that if one of the contracting 
parties after agreeing that their dispute shall be ref<*rred to arbitration 
brings a suit in a Court, then the defendant may apply that the suit be 
stayed in order that the matter in dispute may be referred to arbitra¬ 
tion. With regard to that, section 4 of the Act defines a Court, in the 
Presidency Towns as the ITigli Court, and elsewhere the Court of llie 
District Judge. It so happens if a suit of the nature is brought in a 
Presidency Small Cause Court, that Court has no power to stay pro¬ 
ceedings. The defendant lias to apply to the High Court and the 
High Court has no seisin of the suit itself and it has been found to be 
rather disadvantageous. The present amendment only says that for 
the words ** the Court ” the words “ the judicial authority before 
which the proceedings are pending '' be substituted. If this amendment 
is carried, then much of the ineonvenienoe to the parties will be removed. 
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SO that the Court which has seisin of the suit will have the right to stay 
proceedings. The party will not have to go to the High Court, or in a 
mofussil, the suit may be in a Munsif’s Court, and the party will have 
to go to the District Court in order to have it stayed. Sir, I move. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shanmiikham Chetty) : Motion 
moved : 

** That the Bill fiirth<*r to ametwl the* Imlian Arbitration Act, 1899, for a certain 
purpOb(‘, as passed by the C!oiincil of State, be taken into consideration. ’ ’ 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai (Sind : Non-Muhammadan Rural) : I fully 
agree. It is only reasonable and fair that when a 
certain matter has been referred to arbitration, the 
Court sliould not go into the question involved in the arbitration pro¬ 
ceedings until the arbitrators have decided it. Then it could come 
up before the Court if objections, if any. are lodged against the award. 
Therefore, it would he an anomaly if the arbitration proceedings 
should be carried on and also the Court should at the same time be 
investigating and determining the same matter. »So long as the arbitra¬ 
tion proceedings go on, the matter in Court should remain in abeyance. 
The next ]>oint is whiclj is tlie Court to which application should be 
made for stay of proceedings. Th/^ law at present is not definite, and 
anybody can go to any Court and ask that the proceedings be stayed. 
Suppose a case is pending in a Subordinate Court, one can go to the 
Small Court and ask for stay of proceedings. That is not reasonable 
or legal. Therefore, both the points that have been covered by this 
Bill are absolutely necessary and T support the Bill. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shanmiikham Chetty') : The 
question is : 

** That the Bill further to amend the Indian Arbitration Act, 1899, for a certain 
purf)Os<‘, as passed by the Council of State, bo taken into consideration, * * 

Tile motion was adopted. 

Clauses 2, 1, the Title and the Preamble were added to the Bill. 
The Honourable Sir Bepin Behary Ghose : Sir, T move that the 
Bill, as passed by the Council of State, be passed. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shanmiikham Chetty) .* The 
question is ; 

** Tltnt the Bill, a.s passed by the Council of State, be passed.** 

The motion was adopted. 


THE (WNTONMENTS rHOTTSE-ACCOMMODATTON AMENDMENT) 

BILL, 

Mr. O. B. P. Tottenham (Army Secretary) : I beg to move : 

** That the Bill further to amend the Cantonments (House- Aceonunodation) Aet, 
1923, for a certain purpose, as passed by tho Council of State, be taken into con- 
•idcratioii. ’ * 

This, Sir, is a smail Bill which T hope will not detain the House for 
more than a few minutes. Tt arises from a representation that was 
made to ns by the All-India Cantonments’ Association who pointed on* 
that under the Act, as it stands, at present, the owner of a house which 
it has been proposed to appropriate under the Act misrht he put to 
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tjertain inconvenience and unnecessary expense for the reasons explained 
in the Statement of Objects and Reasons. 

Briefly the position is that when the Commanding Officer proposes 
to appropriate a house, he serves a notice under section 7 of the Act 
on the owner of the house. Then the owner of the house, in the first 
place, may appeal to the General Officer Commanding the District 
against the appropriation of the house and, in the second place, may 
make a reference to the civil Court on the questions of rent .md repairs 
to the house. The owner is allowed 21 days to make his appeal to the 
General Officer Commanding and he is allowed 30 days to make his 
referen<*e to the civil Court ; but at present both those periods run from 
the same date, that is the date on which the notice vvas served on him 
under section 7. Therefore, in nine cases out of 10, the ow'iier has to 
makr? his reference to the civil Court before he has received orders on 
his appeal to the General Officer Commanding : and if his appeal to the 
General Officer Commanding is successful, the trouble and expense he 
has gone to in making the reference to the civil Court is wasted. There¬ 
fore, we propose in the present Hill to allow the time for making a 
reference to the civil Court to run. not from the date on which the 
notice is served on him, hut from the date on which he receives orders 
on his appeal to the General Officer (‘onimanding. I think that every¬ 
body Avill agree that that is entirely reasonable. It will, how'cver, to 
some extent, lengthen the whole proceedings, and therefore, we pro¬ 
pose also to make a slight reduction in the time allowed for the owner 

to make his a]>peal to tlie General Officer Commanding and to reduce 

that period from 21 days to 10 days. Tluit will give the owner ten 

clear days in which to make up his iniud whether he wishes to appeal 

against the appropriation of the house. That, Sir, also T think is 
reasonable ; but in order to make quite sure T took the pr<*caution of 
consulting the AIl-Tndia Cantonments As.sociatiou on the point and they 
replied as follows : 

" I have to acknowledge your letter and to convey the sense of the AsHOciation’s 
grateful appreciation of the Government’s acceptance of the suggestion made hy the 
Association. The Association has no objection to the proposal to reduce the time for 
making an appeal to the District Comma rider to ten days. 

Those of us who are acquainted willi the All-Iudin Gantonmenis 
Association know that it is an extremely efficient body which keeps a 
most vigilant eye eu tlie interests of the house owners. 1 think we 
may, therefore, rest assured that this proposal will be acceptable to 
the bouse owners in cantonment.s and T have no hesitation in recommend¬ 
ing it also to the acceptance of the TTou.se. Sir, T move. 

Mr. President (Tho Honourable Sir Shanmukham Chetty) : Motion 
moved : 

** That the Bill further to amend the Cantoiiinenta fHouse-Accommodution) Act, 
1923, for a certain purpose, as passed by the Council of State, be taken into con- 
BideratioTi. ’ ’ 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai (Sind : Non-Muhammadan Rural) : I am 
very glad that better sense is returning to the Army office now. T am 
glad to seel that what is proposed now is to give reasonable facility of 
time to the person who comes as an aggrieved party against a decision 
to an appellate Court within the time allowed. The limitation law 
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prescribes this already. It does provide that time for an appeal runs 
from the date of the decision of the lower Court. That limitation time 
which is a general law was foreign to the Army Department and not such 
as the Army office would accept and I am, therefore, very glad that the 
general law is now being accepted and I hope that by and by the Army 
office would go on acceding to the reasonable demands which the Indian 
people put for\^'a^d. 1, therefore, support this portion of the Bill. 

Coming to the next point, in which time is being shortened 1 would 
certainly be against it but there is one consideration that weighs 
with me. Those who live in cantonments are intelligent people and 
they also know the law. On account of the drastic way in which the 
army regulations have been worked, they have been wide awake. So 
this shortening of time also will not alTect them much as they are 
sure to remain vigilant of the period of appeal 1 support the whole 
Hill. 

Mr. President 'Tlie llonourabb* Sir Shanniukhani Chetty) : The 
que.dion is : 

“ Th.'it tiio mil furtlicr to aiiiciul the .'\:jiitoniiK*ntb (House-Accommodation) Act, 
102'!, for a certain purjiose, a.s pasae«l bv the Council of Htate, be taken into considera¬ 
tion. ' 

'rile motion was adopted. 

Clauses 2, 3. 4, o and 1 and the Title and the Preamble were added 
to the Bill. 

Mr. G. R. P. Tottenham : I move that the Bill, as passed by the 
Council of StiJte, be passed. 

The motion was adopted. 


THE DANCEROUS DRUGS (AMENDMENT^ BILL. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster (Finance Member) : I beg to 

move : 

“ Th.at the Bill to amend tlu Daiigerou.s Drugs Act, 1030, for certain purposes, be 
taken into consideration.” 

This is a very small measure whico, as my ITonourable friend the 
Army Secretary said just now, I hope, will not detain the IIou.se for 
more than two minutes. The objeet of the Bill is clearly explained in 
the Statement of Objects and Reasons. The provision in section 2 is 
merely intended to make eiTeetive the Government’s adhesion to the 
International Convention on the subject and the second provision in 
section Jl is intended to give IVovincial Governments gr‘ater powers of 
restrietion than they enjoy at present. At present they have powers 
of restricting the amount of raw opium that may be law'fully possessed 
by one person at a time but not of restricting the amount of prepared 
opium made from raw opium, and this Bill gives power to restrict the 
amount of prepared opium in the possession of any individual. The 
restriction has been asked for by the Provincial Governments them¬ 
selves and T need say no more on the subject. Sir, I move. 
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Mr. President (The llononrable Sir Shanmukham Chetty) ; The 
question is : 

** That the Bill to amend the Dangerous Drugs Act, 1930, for certain purposes, bo 
taken into consideration.’' 

The motion was adopted. 

Clauses 2 and 3 were added to the Bill. 

Clause 1 was added to the Bill. 

The Title and the l^reambJe were added to the Bill. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : Sir. I move that the Bill be 
passed. 

The motion was adopted. 


MOTION IfF FUTURE ADMINISTRATION OF ADEN. 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore (Leader of the House) : Sir, I 
move the motion which stands in my name, namely : 

“ That the Government of India coniiiiuniquc, dated the 20th .Tune, 1933, regarding 
the future administration of Aden, be taken into eonsideration. ” 

The o])portunity for discussion which this motion affords is given 
in fultilment of an undertaking by the l\)litieal Secredary so far back 
as 1922, an undertaking which has at least iiuj>licitly if not expressly 
been sul)seqiiently endorsed, that llie GovcrnnH‘n1 would come to no 
linal conclusion williout giving the Legislature an opiiortunity for the 
discussion of this matter. The communiciue sets out the considerations 
in favour of the transfer of control, the arrangements proposed by His 
Majesty’s Government should it be eventually decided to transfer 
control and the financial consecpieiices to India of such a transfer. I 
need hardly assure the House that the views expre.s.s(»d here will he most 
anxiously and earefnlly considered by the Government of India and 
they will, of course, be forwarded lor the consiileratjon of His Majesty’s 
Government. In addition, regard will also have to be i)aid to the 
views expressed outside this Chamber and to the views expressed by 
interests concerned both in India and in Aden. Before discussion 
begins 1 ought, however, to take an opportunitj- of removing possible 
misapprehensio?is and of giving certain information to the House which 
may assist it in coming to a conclusion. J noticed during the course 
of discussions on a similar motion in another place that the suggestion 
w^as made—I would put it no higher than that—that Government had 
gone back on a declaration made by Sir Denys Bray in 1929 that all 
idea of the transfer of Aden from India had long since boon abandoned. 
Now, Sir, anybody who studies the remarks of the Foreign Secretary 
in their proper context will, I am sure, not persist in that suggestion. 
He could not possibly do it. What obviously the Foreign Secretary 
meant was. that the transfer of Aden had been abandoned as a solution 
of the post-war controversy in regard to the future of Aden because 
this question had been settled by the decision of His Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment in December, 1926, and the transfer of the civil administration was, 
therefore, in 1929, not a live issue. Obviously, the Foreign Secretary's 
undertaking that the House would be given an opportunity of prior 
consultation would have been entirely meaningless if he had meant 
that the idea of tran.sfer would never he considered at all. That brings 
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me to another point. The Foreign Secretary, Major Fraser-Tytler, in 
answering a question put by my Honourable friend, Mr, Gaya Prasad 
Singh, gave an undertaking to furnish the House with the views of those 
interests which were concerned in this matter. As the House is, I 
think, fully seized of the views expressed in India, I will confine myself 
as far as possible to the views expressed in Aden. 

The House is aware that the Indian ])opuiation of Aden numbers 
7,287 out of a total of 46,688, and I may say at once that Indian opinion 
is (letinitely opjjosed to the separation of Aden from India. We come 
next to the Arabs;. The Arab.s number 29,820 out of a population, as 
I have said, of 46,638 according to the census of 1931. The Arabs are 
content with the existing system of administration which they would 
like to see continue ; but, since constitutional developments in India 
would make this impossible, they would, on the whole, prefer that the 
administration of Aden should be controlb‘d by His Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment. 'Diey fear, inuler the Federation, the subordination of Arab 
interests and a progressive increase in the commercial domination of 
Indian firms, (hi the other hand, they desire that the following existing 
conditions should be continued if transfer takes place, namely, (a) 
Aden should remain a free port, (h) taxes and other dues to remain 
as they an*, (r) laws and local regulations to remain as at present and 
'd) all existing civil rights of inhabitant.s to be maintained. If these 
are not to be maintained, they are opposed to transfer. They are also 
apprehensive lest the annual contribution of 20 lakhs should, in the 
event of transfer, be recovered from them by His Majesty’s C4ovem- 
?nent. (.)n this point T take this opportunity of assuring them that their 
apprehension is groundless. In this event, that is to say, of transfer, 
the charge would be borne by His Majesty’s Gov(*rnment. 

Now, Sir, I thiidi I have given the House as much information as 
I am in a position to do. 1 ne(*d only say that Crovernment will take 
no part in the discussion except to remove misapprehensions and to 
provide any relevant information which they may have in their posses¬ 
sion. 

Sir, I move. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shanmnkham Chetty) : Motion 
moved : 

“ Tliat the Government of Tiuliu eonimiiniqiie, elated the 20th June, regarding 

the future administration of Aden, be taken into v’onsidoration. ” 

There are a number of amendments on the Order Paper and the Chair 
proposes to inform the Honourable Members the procedure which it would 
like to follow in the discussion. The amendments fall into various classes. 
Th(» amendment of Mr. Bhuput Sing not only objects to the transfer 
of civil control of Aden but wants that the militarj- and political control 
should be re-transferred to India. The amenflment standing in the name 
of Mr. S. C. Mitra and Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad only protests against the 
transfer of the military and political control and objects to the transfer 
of civil control. The amemdment that stands in the name of Messrs. 
Ranga Iyer, Mody and A. Das acquiesces in the transfer of military and 
political control but objects to the transfer of civil control. The amend¬ 
ment of Mr. Ga.va Prasad Singli does not expre.ss any opinion about the 
military and political transfer but objects to the transfer of civil con- 
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trol. There is a further amendment in the name of Mr. Jehangir 
K. Munshi which advocates the transfer of civil control. What the 
Chair proposes to do is this. The Chair would first call upon Mr. Bhuput 
Sing to move his amendment and, then, if they are so advised, Messrs. 
Mitra or Dr. Ziauddiii Ahmad may move the amendments that stand in 
their name. Afterwards the amendment |that sjtands in the name of 
Mr. Eanga Iyer can be moved if he so desires. Then Mr. Gaya Prasad 
Singh will have a chance of moving his amendment and lastly Mr. 
Munshi. Tlie discussion will be thrown open on all the amendments and 
the original motion and when the time (iomes for putting the question, 
tlie Chair will put the most comprehensive amendment of Mr. Bhuput 
ying first to the vote and, if that is lost, the amendment of Mr. Mitra 
and Dr. Ziauddiii will be put to the vote and, if that is lost, the amend¬ 
ment of Mr. Ranga Iyer will be put to vote and, if that is lost, the 
amendment of Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh will be put to vote and, if all 
these are lost, the amendment of Mr. Munshi will be put to vote. 

Mr. Bhuput Sing (Bihar and Orissa : Landholders) : Sir, I beg to 
move : 

** Th;it for tht* orijdual motion thr followings ho aubstitiitod : 

‘ Ill view of the fact that the Military and Political Control of Aden have been 
transferred to the Home Government without obtaining the eonsent of 
the Indian Legislatures in spite of the promise by the Goveriimi-nt of 
Judin in J9!21 to the eontrarv and in view of the fart that .\den forined 
an integral part of the British Indian Administration for about a eentury 
this .\ssemhly requests the Governor General in Council to convey to His 
Majesty’s Government the emphatic protest of this House about the 
transfer of the said control and the desire of the people of India that tin 
])ro|)Oscd transfer of further control should not be effected and that the 
^rilitarv and i’olitical control should be retransferred to the Government 
of India. ” 

Sir, India, as a whole, feel very’ strongly on this subject, as this 
has all along been mishandled by the (Toveriiment of India. To my 
mind, no words are too strong for criticising Government in this respect 
and I would say that the Government of India, have all along not o.dy 
mishandled but bunded on this (juestion. They have all along made 
themselves subservient to the Colonial Office and the British Cabinet. 
If I am to quote the iimuineriable promises made to the Indian Legisla¬ 
ture and the Indian public outside, from time to time, then, Sir, it will 
be a volume of hi.stniy by itself. The origin of the discussion on this 
subject was on the 26th September, 1921, wlien a Resolution on this very 
subject was moved in the other House by the Honourable Sir Phiroze 
Sethna and the Government, on that occajjion, just as in the present dis¬ 
cussion, desired to remain neutral and desired to know the views of the 
representatives of the people of thus country on the subject. Sir, the 
Members of the other House made it clear to the Government that con¬ 
sidering the status and position of hellots assigned to the Indians living 
in different parts of Africa under the Colonial Administration, they 
would never agree to the traiLsfer of Aden which is mostly popula.ted by 
Indiana and would not like it to be transferred to the Colonial Office. 
In the course of that debate, on that occasion, Goveijnment stated that 
they had not yet pronounced in favour of this transfer, and, until they 
do, no Honourable Member had any right to assume that the Govern¬ 
ment of India were in favour of that proposition. Their position was 
as announced by the Honourable the Foreign Secretary one of benevolent 
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neutrality.. Sir, that lienevolent neutrality brou^^^ht in the bolt from 
tJie blue in the shape of the announcement in this House on the 3id 
March, 11)27, by IJis Excellency Iht^ (Vaninander-in-Chief that the mili¬ 
tary anti politiwil aihuinistration of Aden had been definitely transferred 
to the Home Government, The Hiiieiidirieut adoj)ted by the other House, 
only the other day, tlemands the rcleiition of only tlu* civil administration 
of Aden under the Government of India. On the present occasion also, 
the Goveniineni of India have adopted the attitude of the same bene- 
voient neutrality of 1921 and, as a result of such a neutrality, I will not 
b(j siir])rise(i, if a few months later, the civil administration is also 
transferred to the Home Goveniineni at our back just as the jxditical and 
military administration was transferred surreptitiously. It is no '.voiid**!*, 
Sir, that lh(‘ people oi‘ this couiiiry iiave jo-t ail Tail!, in the htmti fifles of 
llh? present hiireaiieraey as W(‘ll as of the British Barliamenf. Tf.is (pies- 
tion of the transfer ot‘ the control of Aden is only one link in the chain 
of* multifarions false hopes and promises made fo the people of this country 
never lo ix* redeemed by aetioiis. Sir. I am not one <»f those t(> belieye 
only in tl'.e rel<'n1ion ol tfie civil adminisirative control of Aden under tile 
British Indian adniini.stration. 'rie* aniendim‘nt. which was accepted by 
the other House, if adopted fiy tiiis House, as well, will ^ive the world 
out.side th(^ impr(*ssion that Indian ojiinion will hv fully satisfied if only 
the civil administration i^ kept under tlu' Government of India. 

Sir, I do not Isdieve in half measures. My objection to this transfer 
of military and political contivil in 1927 without our consent is more 
serious than that of the proposed transfer of civil administration. Aden 
is one of the most important stratejric points in the sea roiite betwi'en 
Jiulia and tlh‘ West, 1 hope 1 will not he taken as a wild visionary, if 
I say that I believe, and believe it sineerely. that a day will come wJieu 
India will hav<* the dominion status like the other dominions and the 
future Government will eerfainly have the <*ontr<»l of their ow'n navies, 
mercantile marine and the Army. (’oiuseipiently, the future adminis¬ 
trators of tlie Indian Government iiuLst desin* to have the controlling 
power over such strati'j^ic points like Aden. Sir. this transfer of (*ontrol 
of Alien, to my mind, is another link in the chain of manaaivvis of the 
liritish Government to have Britisli control over all strategic ]>orts 
between Singapore and (Jibraltar. I am not going to narrate liere how 
tile British Goveriunent got Bie control of Soudan and Egy]>t and also 
gradually ohlaiiuMl a partial control of the Suez. This transfer of control 
of military and political administration of Aden to the Home Government 
Nvithoiil onr consent shows clearly tlie lurking su.spicion^ in the minds of t'e.e 
British politicians that India may at any time get dominion status or 
(*ven independenee and. wilh tliat suspicion in tludr minds, they have 
taken away the, control (»f militaiw and political administration in the 
t(M‘th of Indian npp<»sition. Sir, I do not for a moment see any other 
reason than the om^ just now stated by me for the British Government 
and bureaueraey to adojit tin* hush hush methods when the milit^iry and 
political control of Aden was transferred in 1927. Since the transfer of 
military' administration iti 1927, another rumour was afloat for the 
transfer of civil control in 1929, when Government mterated their 
promise stating that all idea of such transfer bad long since been 
abandoned. Again, in 1931, when the Aden administration was trans¬ 
ferred to the Government of India, an aj^preliension was raised in the 
minds of the Indian public, that it was the thin end of the wedge for its 
L298LAD 1 
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sijl)«et|ueiit trniisier to the Homo Governmciil, Immodi^tol^" a dopiita- 
tiori of ilioho, vitally inleroslod in tlio Adoii trado. wailod on His 
Exo!‘llenL‘> tin* Viooroy and Oovoinor Gonooal, and ii Avas dotinitoly 
stalod on lliat oi*».-r;sH>n tliat tiu* |noj>osjds for llic transf<M* <»f tin* ('onirol 
of Aden from 15oiubay Govorninout to the Goveniinent of India wore 
complete in ilnMnseive^ and wort* made on tht'ii* own merits. FnrtlaT 
on, the Foreign Secretary .stated on tlnit oeeasioii that tlie changed ad¬ 
ministrative ccnitrol of Aden from the (lovernment oi' Ii(»nd)Hy to the 
GoA'erjniiont of India A\as not a step towards any otlu‘r chajnrc*. Jn Iho 
course of the discussion with the said de])utation. His Exeelloney the 
Viceroy, Ijord Willingdon, intervened and enn)hatically endorsed the 
Foreign Secretary's Matoments in eonnoctio!i with tlte appn*honded 
transfer of eontro! of Aden to the (\doniaI Othoe and, in order to allay 
the misgivings of the depntationists. he staled further that no such sug¬ 
gestion had heen c(msidej*ed and gaA’o a definite undertaking that, should 
this <jin‘vstiou I'-e re-ojjened iu future, all interc'sts and ]iarties would be 
consulted. In spile of sneh an assurance, just after Ibe lai)Ne of about 
tAVo years, the AVhite rap(‘r saw the light of da.v with a small cryptic 
reference made therein regarding the (piestion. in which it Avas stated, 
tliat the question of tin* future admiriislratixa* arrangeimmts for Aden 
Avere under consideration. Immediately a feAV l^ritish Indian delegates 
to the Joint Select rommittee, who AAa*re then present in London, waited 
on a deputation to the Secretary of State on the (luestion of tin* future 
of Aden, and they Avci*e told that Aden, b(‘iiig neither a ])rovinee nor an 
Indian State, the (lueslif.n of its l>eing inelnded in tin* future Indian 
Federation Avas a Aery diflficult one, hut however, he did not thiidc that 
the diHieult.v was of such a nature, as not to admit of a satisfactory 
Kolulion. After all these false promises, the Goveri'im(*nt r)f India had 
the courage to issue the l^ress Gommuui(pie in June last. Sir, the Press 
Communique starts with the fact that Aden is already to some 
extent under Imperial control. Hut may I ask the Government 
of India, whether they Avere or AA’cre not a consenting i)a.rty to 
the transfer of military and political control ? Then. 1 Avovdd further 
ask them, how far they committed India to that portion of the control 
already transferred to the Home Government and whether they obtained 
the vicAvs of the Indian public and of the Legislature to the partial 
transfer of control already made and Avhich has been mentioned in the 
Communique. If they IiaA’e not committed themselves to such transfer, 
this House, to my mind, should unanimously repudiate tlie Avliole action 
of the Government of India in this matter. 

Tn coming to the next argument of geographical remoteneiss of Aden 
from India, may T ask tlie Government wdietlu'r such geographical re¬ 
moteness of Gibraltar from England stands in the w'ay of its control by 
the Home Government 1 Sir, if, owning to remoteness of Aden from 
India, it is to be transferred to the Horne Government, then T would Riiy 
tliat Aden should lx* transferred to the Aralvs, and Gibraltar to the 
Spaniards. 1 thought Sir, that there w^ns bankruptcy in Hriti.sh states¬ 
manship, but it is a new* experience to me that tliere is bankriipt<?y of 
common sense amongst the, members of the British Cabinet, but for Avhich, 
they, wd)o are goA^eriiing Singapore, Malta and Gibraltar from their liead- 
qiiarters in Great Britain which is geographically so distant and remote 
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from Ihose ])lace.s, would not have raised objections to India’s administer- 
inf? Aden, owdrij^ to ^(fojifrajrliical remot<*ness. 

Before I conclude, I tliirik J sliould put it in a nutshell that Great 
Britain is very keen and iient n])on ;?cllinjr tlie control of Aden to make it 
anotlnn* jiaval base \n the wesl of India as tliey have made Sinfjapore a 
naval base in the east ol* India so that India may always be kej>t between 
these two fire,s. (.'onsiderinf^ all these factoi*s 1 hope that the House will 
at?ree witli me when I say that arraiifreineiits should be made for the re¬ 
transfer of the military and political control to the British Indian adminis¬ 
tration with whom the civil administration is existing at i)resent. With 
these words, I move my amendment and commend it to the House for its 
accej)tanc<*. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shanmukharn Chetty) : 
Amendim*nt moved : 

** Tliat for tlic* original motion tlie following be substituted : 

‘ In view' of the fact that the Military and Political Control of Aden have been 
transferred to the Home Governinent without ol>taining the consent of the 
Tndiaii !Legislatur«*s ins|nte of the promise by the Oovernment of Indiri 
in iaL‘1 to the contrary' and in view of the fact that Aden fonneil .an integral 
part of the Pritish Indian Administration for about a century thia 
Assembly refiucsta the Governor General in Council to convey to His 
Majesty’s Government the emphatic protest of this House about the 
transfer of the said control and the desire of the people of India that 
the projiosed transfer of further control should nf»t be effected and 
that the Military and Political control should be retransferred to the 
(foverinmujt of India ” 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shanmukharn Chetty) : Docs 
the Honourabh* Member, Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad, wush to move his amend¬ 
ment ? 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad (Cnited Provinces Southern Divisions : Muham¬ 
madan Hural) : Yes, Sir. I beg to move : 

“ That for the original motion the following be substituted : 

‘ tVhile recording their emph.atie protest against the complete transfer to the 
(\)lonial Oflice of Aden Settlement which has for about a ecntu."y been 
an integral part of British Indian Administration, the Assembly requests 
the (Governor Geueriil in Council to convey to His "Majesty’s Government 
the strong desire of the people of India that the proposed transfer should 
not take plaee. 

Sir, at the outset I should like to make clear the distinction between 
Aden Arlministratioii and Aden T*rotee 1 orate. N(»w, the Aden Settle¬ 
ment consists of a very’ small tract of land, about nine miles long and 
Iw’o miles w'idt*, and it is pract ieally* an island just like Bombay', because 
at one place it is only about a furlong w'ide and the sea w'ater goes over it. 
Now, as regards the Protectorate of Aden, W'e have, nothing to say ; that 
is a (piestion for the Imiierial Oovernment to settle and India is not 
directly connected in the Aden Protectorate. But we are directly^ eon- 
cernt*d with what is called the Aden Settlement. It should not be 
confused with the Aden Settlement. This Aden was occupieil by’ Major 
Bayley in with the ht*lp of Indian forces taken from Bombay'. The 
poj)ulation of Aden at that time w'as only' 3,000. The Honourable the 
Leader of the House has given the latest figures of the population. I have 
got also the round figures. On account of the development of the port, 
the population of Aden increased from 3,000 in 1839 to about oo.OOO, out 
of w’hich about 30,000 are Arabs, 10,000 are Indians, 4,000 are Jews, 5,000 
are EurojVeans and 7,000 are Somalis. Now, Aden has got a very peculiar 
position about the port. It is well protected and surrounded on all sides 

li29SLAD 1^ 
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by rocks and hills and we have to pro throiiprh a narrow strip in older to 
reach the port of Aden. This port of Aden was develoywd almost iMii.irely 
by Indian eai)ital. The Indians spent something; like five crores of rupees 
in order to hnild wharves, prodoAvns and warehouses and a larj^t* number 
of buildinprs- At the same time, the Indian Government s))ent hirjje simis 
of money in develo])inpr the fortress and barracks and for carryinpr on the 
civil and military administration. I have prot no accurate knowledpre of 
the amount which the Indian Government Sj)ent on this account, but 
Mr. Cook, in a speech, in tlie year 1921, said that the (*xpenditiir<* was in 
the neighbourhood of 50 lakhs a year. Taking the statement of ]Mr. (k)ok, 
in 1921, I can safely conclude that the expenditure of the Goveriinient of 
India must have been between 30 and -40 crores of rupees ; and, ccuisider- 
ing the t*xj)(*nditure both l)y the Imlian people and die Jn^lian (government. 
1 can safely say that tlie Aden Seltlement v.as developed by incurring 
an expenditure of between 35 and 40 crores of i-upees by the peojde and the 
Government of India. Now, whenever any (piestion of a transfer comes in, 
the (luestioii t)f 40 crores should n(»t In* overlooked. We should gel the 
amount back willi eoinponnd interest. The vjust cxj'cnditure both by the 
people and by the Government, and tin* hard work f>f Indian Mer< hants 
develof)ed favourable situation and the .safety attraeted a large number «)f 
foreign people, the Arabs, dews, Somalis, and Knro])eans. They came to 
Aden to enjoy a prosperous life which the Indian money and Indian brain 
created for tliem. 

I At this stag!', Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Sbanmuklmm 
Clietty) vacat(‘d the Cliair which was thmi occupied by Mr. Deputy Pre¬ 
sident (Mr. Al)dul ]Matin Chaudhury).] 

Now, tliis increase of pojjulation from neighbouring cfuintries 
naturally devehjped tludr trade relations with the countries from vhich 
these j)eople came, and tin' Indians of Aden were the first to open trade 
relations betwe(‘n Adiui and Africa and Aden and Arabia, and th«‘y built 
up their country crafts and their country steamers in order to carry on 
their trade. They went further ; they also built up an Indian steam 
navigation comj)any which is now carrying goods from Aden to th(‘ neigh¬ 
bouring places in Arabia and in Africa. 

Sir, the civil ailminislration has always been under the Government 
of Bombay till the year 1931 and the taxes were collected on behalf of the 
Bombay Government. The administration was carried on on Hic same 
lines as the administration in tlie Bombay Presidency. Thew opened 
schools, they built hosjiitals aiu.l they had the same system of administra¬ 
tion as is carried on in the Bombay l*rcsidcncy. Ghang(‘s occurred during 
the war and, as a war measure, the War Office occupied and t/)ok jiosscssiou 
of tlie whole admini.stration of Aden. But that was only a war administra¬ 
tion and it was handed hack to us as s(»on as the war was over in the year 
1919. Sir, wc, Indians, had no personal quarrel with Germany or other 
enemy countries. We really fought, because of tin* British Government as 
we formed part of the British Empire. After the war was over, the varioti.s 
countries, who liad taken part in the uar, were giv<*n rewards. Lands 
taken out from Germany were given to East Africa, West Africa and to 
South Africa and so on, but may I ask what India obtained for large sums 
of money she spent in the war, and also for the loss of lives V We always 
urged on the floor of the House that in return for the services which India 
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roiiclorocl to Dio British Dovormnont wc* should have been «rivri» some 
share in flu' war indomnilies of the allies in Die sha]>e of a ( Vdony in Africa, 
but ins;end of thai, simndhinj.r is taken away from us ; we are supposed to 
be jLTood and loyal sidi.jeets of tin* British Etnriire and we are made to 
believe' I hat we ('an always count on their help ; but when the ques¬ 
tion of (listribulion of nnvard comes in, \\v arc passed ov- r. We 
naturally exp(»eted tliat India would b(» "iven some territory for her war 
services, lint, in.st('ad of that an* thn^atened to lose what we ourselves 
built by our own money. Our servi(^es, our sacrifices in men and money 
are all f(n*jzot1eu. and without any i-eference to Lecrijslature the military 
conti’ol was transfernvl from the Indian Government to the Home Govern- 
m(*nt. Tliis is a (piestion. Sir, on which wc have stron^r views, and we 
stronjjly protest such a course of action and T aprree "with my friend, 
Mr. Bluipui Sinjr, in his stronir protest. We liad not forjjotten the high 
lianded policy of tlie Home Government in transferrin*r military control, 
they rais(Ml the (pies.lion of the trausf(*r of civil administration of the 
Ad(‘n Settlement. Om* ean arjrin* Diat the protectorate does not form 
part <d‘ tie* Indian < {()v<‘rnm<*nt. and tin* army is refjuir<'d for the broader 
]uir|mse of the })rotcelorat('. and not for maintaiiiim*- order and jieace in 
the Setthmieiit. But, at the samo time. T do maintain that even if the 
proi)os(‘(l transf(‘i‘ was to lx* made, it onjrht to liave b(‘en made with the 
consent of the Indian (Jovi'nimeiit and Indian Lcfrislature and this House 
sliould have been an opportunity to dis(.*uss the whole (luestion, before 

the transfer of the military control from Indian Government to Home 
Government. I ('(uisider sueh transfer as br(*aeh of contract. The story 
did not (*nd Inu-e. In lirjT, Honourable Memlx'rs will j>rol:)ably renuuuber 
that Sir Denys Bray, rejilyinjr to a (pie.stion in this irouse, >.aid : ‘‘I 
hasten to add that all idea of sui*h a transfer ^transfer of Aden Settlement; 
ha.s loii^ been abandoned The Homniander-in-Ghief also, in the year 
H)27. on the occasion of the Budjret debate in the Gouneil of State, said : 

** As IlonounibU* MeinlM Ts are aware, the R»*ttleineiit of .Vden itself i.s peoYileil to 
a verv jjreat extent by our fellow Iixlian sii])jeets. The G(>verimient of India have 
ir rifrht that their welfare and int«rest should not jro outside the pale of the 
Government of India. Tt will aecordiiijrlv be retained as part of the Settlement and 
the Mi:ni<'i]mlity of Aden >vill remain under the Government of India.'* 

Now, Sir, th(\se assurances were priven to us by re.sponsible Members 
of the Government of India, and we thouirht that the Government w«)uld 
honour those a.ssuram‘(*s. If the Home Government really wish that the 
admiiiistraliou in India slnmld be stable and the people should trust the 
Government. th<‘n it is the duty of the Government at TTome to abide by 
the assurances priv(*n by responsible Men hers of the Government of India, 
but, if tin* Home Goveriinumt are not troiripr to honour the utterances of 
rrsponsihh* ofTieers here, the administration will be placed in a very diflicult 
position indeed. 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : T do not want to interrupt my 
Honourable friend, but I did, in my opening remarks, explain what the 
real meaning was of the Foreign Secretary’s remarks made on the 
occasion to w^hich my friend refers. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad ; My friend really is a politician, and all 
politicians use words which they can interpret in their own way ; but 
imfovtnnately the people of India will naturally interpret the simple English 
in its true meaning : my friend cannot change the feelings of the 
people by the quibble of words. In 1931, when this transfer was made 
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from tho Bombay Oovornment to tho Goveriimciit of Tudia, wo scented 
that tboro was «;oiiij^ to ho fnrthor troiihlo in store, and immediately a 
deputation, led by Mr. Meiila, wailed on His Excellency the Viceroy, and 
the Political Secretary ^ave ns to understand that it was only beinpr trans¬ 
ferred for the sake of convenience. We then thoiijjrht that probably it was 
the first sto]) to the second transfer from the Government of India to the 
Colonial Office. But. at that time, we were triven an assurance* that 
nothin" would be done to ])n*,judice the intei-ests of this country. aJid we 
naturally tnisiv>d the Government. What hkhlen interf)retation can my 
Honourable friend ])nt on it .’ 

Sir, the qnestinn of Aden is somewhat different from the (jncstion of 
Burma. In re"ard to Bunna, I can quite understand that the whole 
decision should !)<* left to the petiple of Burma. If they want s(‘j>aratioii. 
let (hem have it ; but if they don't want to separate themselv<*s from us, 
we will always vv('lcome them and we are ready to Indp tfieni ; but, in the 
case of Aden, it is a (liff(*rent i^roposition. The people of Ad<*n do not 
want a transfer. Those Indians who have <rot th(*ir investim'uts in Aden 
do not want a transfer. Arabs don't want a transfer, tin* dews don’t 'want 
a transfer. No one wants a transfer. Tlie TIoiiu* Govi^rnment desired 
to confiscate it sinijily because we are Aveak. The Ilononrahle the Leader 
of the House quoted the resolution pas.sed by few Arabs avIio really belong 
to the protect orate and he did mfi mention tlie resolution passed by 
500 Arabs residing in the Settleim’nt. Sir, in reply to a dej)utation led by 
His Highness the Aga Khan, to which reference was made by my friend. 
]\Ir. Bhuput Sing, the Secretary of State gave* a clear’ r(*ply trial the 
difficulties A^ere not “ insurmountable ; no political ])roblem is imoluble, 
if Ave put our heads t(»gether. The Members of the Round Table (Conference 
and of the doiiit Select (kminiittee, who are now working in London. Avill 
not liud difficulty to find a solution, and I hope they Avill do so. It may be 
said that it is very difficult to secure their r(‘})i*esi*ntatioii in the FedeiMtion. 
I do not knoAv Avhen the Federation is coming. It may not come in the 
lifetime of any of us Avho are iioav prv.sent in the Assembly, and it is some- 
AA’hat premature to discuss this (pi(‘stimi. But even if the Federation 
comes into exist(*nee immediately, the position of tin* Aden Settlement 
will he similar to other important places like Secunderabad, Bangalore 
and other towns Avhich have only Mimieipalitics under the conl?*f>l of the 
Governiiiont of India anrl Avhieli Avill always remain under the Govtumment 
of India, and, therefore, I see no diflfienlty in keejiing the Aden Scdflcment 
also under the GoA’ernineiit of India, like those small ])laccs which I have 
just moiilioned and which will continue to remain under the Government 
of India. 

Noav, Sir, coming to the financial side, at present Aden is a paying 
concern to the (joAcrnment of India. Aden w^as a source of great expendi¬ 
ture for a very long time, but now it is the other way round. The; income 
from Aden is about 18J lakhs and the expenditure is about lOJ lakhs, and 
so, really speaking, Aden is not a burden to the Indian Budget. As regards 
the military expeiidiiure, if avc take tlic military expenses, from a broader 
I)oint of vioAV aJid not only from the point of view of India, only for the 
purp(»se.s of protecting Ihr routes, 1 should say, the ex])enscs ought not be 
borne by India alone, but also by all those countries who are j/miefibNl by 
the position of Aden. Sir, we are now suffering from a great deal of 
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unemployment, and any measure, making tJi'e problem of unemployment 
more acute, will always be a source of trouble to India and will always be 
resented by us. If the administration of Aden is transferred, then all 
those peoj)le who are now employed ther<;, and all those people who carry 
on Irade there and also 1h«*ir relations here as w'ell as in Aden will be hard 
hit. Their number should nf»t merely be calculated from the number tiiat 
actually reside and carry on trade in Aden, but ii. must include a large 
number who now resi(b‘ in the Itombay Presidency and other places in 
India, and so, if this transfer takes place, a very large number of peojde 
will sutfer. Therefore, I would sincerely request the Honourable the 
Leader of the ]lr»ns(‘ to convey to His Majesty’s Government that the 
pro|)o.sed tran fer will produce very great resentment throughout India 
atid that the j»eople of this country would regard it as a breach of faith. 
We <‘xpccted substantial reward for the services wbicli this coiintiy 
rendered during the gicat war. but, insteail of tbal. Ave are having a jiunish- 
ineiit. First the military eontrol was taken away, then the eivil administra¬ 
tion is going to be taken away. This will certainly produce great dis¬ 
appointment tbruugbout tJie length and breadUi {»f this country. Sir, with 
these few words, I move my amendment. 

Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Abdul Matiti Ghaudhury) : Amendment 
moved : 

** 'Ihal for tho ori^jiiia) motion tlu* following br substituteil : 

* Wliili' recording their eiiijdiatic prote.st against the complete transfer to the 
(’(ilouial Office of Aden Settleiiieat which has for about i\ eenturA nn 

integral ]»art of British Indian .A-dministration, the Assembly requests the 
(lovenmr (icnernl in (Unincil to conv<*y to His Majesty’s Government the. 
strong desire of the i)eople of India that the proposed transfer should not 
take place ” 

Mr. Deputy President fMr. Abdul Matin Cbaudhury) : Does 
Mr. Haiiga lycr want 1<» move bis amendment 

Mr. C. S. Raiiga Iyer fKobilkund and Kumaon Divisions : Nou- 
Mulmmmadau Ivural) : No, Sir, 1 don’t want to move it. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh (Mu/.alfarpur rutn (’hamparan : Non- 
Mniiammad ;!!' : 1 : !so d.on't want to move my ameudineiit. 

Mr. B. Das «DTi^.sa ]h vision ! X'U: Muhammadan/ : T Avas forni- 
nate enough to b(‘ present at a dioTier whirdi tie* noii-oflicial Meinl>tM\s of 
the (Vntral Legislature gave to the Secretary of State in London. My 
Honourable friend, the Finance Member, also was present there. The 
Secretary of State tried to talk to u.s lieart to heart and ttdil us that he 
would like to see the atmosphere of ’ubsuiulerstanding to be removed so 
that Britishers and we Indians can aiqiroaeh the constitutional problems 
in a spirit of fairness and goodwill. Since then, and also for a few 
months before that, I have been trydng to n]>proach the constitutional 
problems that face us with all the goodwill as if the Government of 
India were our own Oovi*rninent in s])itf* of their being a subordinate 
braneli (»f tlie British Government. I have been trydng to see if, by my 
action, by my criticism and b\’ the influence we wield in the country we 
conbl remove that atmospli«*re of misundei'standing. But when 1 approach 
the i)roblem of Aden and see the way in which it is surreptitiously 
brought before this House, I question myself whether tho'jc who are 
controlling the destinies of the British Government are also trying to 
remove the points of misunderstanding that ai'e aiw^ays occurring in 



1728 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


[16th Sept. 1933. 


[Mr. B. Das.] 

the diseussion ol! prohlciiis btdwtHS! ludia and i^iij^laiid. The previous 
•ij)eake}*,‘ have nunie «i eieai* tiiai India ib not yfcttin^ Jiei* eoJistitutional 
rights about Aden. Sir, facing the problem of Aden, 1 have to tisk 
the question, not of tlie Government of India, because I am grateful to 
them for being neutral in tliis matter whether in the (hi)ates in the 
other House or toda.v on the lloor of tins House, but of the British 
Government. If 1 can interpret, 1 feel that it is always an atmosphere 
of mistrust of the Britishers against the Indians. The ill treatment of 
Indians by the Golonial Governments has already been referred to. 
That is one reason why we do not want Aden, where so many thousands 
of liritisli Indians live, tf) be transferred to the Colonial Secretary of 
His Majesty’s Government. 

1 miss here my llonourabh* friend. Mr. Ihijpai, and the Honourable 
Sir Fazl-i-llusain who always speak for thi* administration of Indians 
overseas in the British colonies. Sometimes 1 find Mr. Bajpai's heart 
flows with the milk (d' human kindness when lu* dt‘seribes the distressing 
eirenmsi.niiees of those refucree- fr{m' Sont!: Afriim wh(‘ ar?* living in 
great dilYienlly at lindin* Bndge in (’aientla and also says that tlndr 
eondilioTi is ]:ot so bad as d.e‘<ri)v‘ii by pnesiio!i(‘i*s lilo* Mr. (i.iya l^rasad 
Singh or Mr, Ma.swood Ahmad. Sir, we know what ]iapp<*ned t/) the 
Indians who went to Natal, wlio w<‘ni tr? South .Vfidea, h(»w these btn’reii 
lands were liiietl and nnide arabh* by the Indian selihn’s. and how today 
they have been hoiDuit'd out from South Afriea. The sann* is the eon- 
dition in Kenya, in Tanganyika. In Kenya, Indians have lost tlmjr 
wheat tra<le. In Tanganyikft, tliey hav<' got liieir (*otton trade, but 
Indians r*re t.t^aled ll“r(‘ as parialis ; they ]:av(* not got tlie same status 
as tin' ]KNt-wai- l-lritisli seltb'rs who an* tlemanding today advantages 
and privileges that are denied to the Britislt Indians. So, if we feel 
distrust at the proposal of the transfer of tlie cavil administration of 
Aden to the Britisli Government, we have ])reeedents. The ])recedent8 
are written in the blood and suffering of itiillions of Indians that are 
suffering today in the eolonie.s of South Africa, Tanganyika, Kc'iiya and 
Ea.st African territories. That is one as})ect. 

T want to examine a little in detail wherr* lies the confidence of the 

British Government and the Britishers in the Indians. 

Do they trust us ? T say they do not. Tliey want us 
to trust their words, but they do not trust us. Tf Aden had been admin¬ 
istered for nearly 70 years by the Bombay Government and the Govern¬ 
ment of India, what has ha])pened today to transfer or to propose the 
transfer of the civil administration of that territory to the (k)lonial 
Government ? At this stage, I wish to make it clear that I am support¬ 
ing the motion which has been moved by my Honourable friend, 
Mr. Bhupnt Sing. It i.s a most comprehensive one and reflects the real 
feeling of the Indians who are sitting on this side of the House and who 
represent the teeming millions that are outside this House. If. during 
the War, the milit.ary administration of Aden was transferred to the 
British Government, there was no necessity for the transfer of that 
administration j)erpet,ually. It has been done, and the Govemnnmt of 
India, as I observed a few moments ago, is a subordinate braiieli of the 
British Government and had to agree. When they trot out the saving 
K>t a few lakhs of rupees, one laughs at such an argument. It is often said 
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that Aden is the Gibraltar of the British Dominion of Australia, the 
Malaya Peninsula and other British territories in tJie far Bust. The 
BritisiicTs today do not want'to trust Inuians witli the control of the 
military and civil administration of Aden. En^^Iand has got its under 
her thumb. England caii do anything. Pan she, in the name of justice, 
say that Aden must h(‘ ti’ansIVrred from India to England V Although 
we are original members {>1* tlie League of Xaiions, those wdio represent 
us there have not the eourage to take uj) this question before the League 
of Natioas. I ask Britain to take Ibis ease to the League of Nation.s. 
Let there be a committe{* a])pointed hy the League of Nations and let 
it give its verdiel. If the verdiet is that Aden, which is Urn Gibraltar 
of Asia, sliould b(‘ in Ihe hands of Britain. 1 would be the first to agree 
to it, hill will my ^lonourabl(^ friend, the Leader of the House, say that 
the Government of India would iiiMsl on ijis Majesty's Government that 
the whole <|ues1ion should hr refmred to the League (»f Xations '/ lie 
dare not. They are the subordinates of the mighty l»ritish Government. 

Aly llonourabh' fricuid. tlie l.eader of the IJoust*. talked of the 
reproentalion r<‘erived from the Arabs. Ho they beloiiL'' t‘* llie Alien 
lown or <!o they belong lo the |>roieeiorab* ? Today we have uf) eentrol 
over Hi*' lb*jiish j»ollry in Afghani.stan. If lh(‘ British Government 
wan( lo have an Arab protectorate, let it he administered fi*oiii Indian 
Aden are ready lo nrovide a siti' for British plenipotciiliary 

or the .\mbassador who will eonPad these Arab )>roteeTorates. but it is 
no use 1 rotting out that these Arabs do n«t wai'* lo re?ynjin under tin? 
Govei*ni!H*nt of India, hut woidd ])n‘fcr to go to the (Colonial Govern¬ 
ment. Thev have snffiio'eiit knowledge of the maladniini.stration (»f the 
Polonial Gflliei*. What ha]q)encd V :U) Arabs met at a meeting. None 
of th<*m were residents of Aileii. They suggt'sted that Aden should be 
transferred to the Britisli Government. Afterwards, bOO Arabs. 7 *esi.lents 
of the town of Aden, met and protested against this manag'd Tueeting 
of 30 Arabs and they dematiiled that the ])re.sent ndministnation of India 
should continue for ever. No argument is nece«csarv even to convince a 
child. 

Xow\ Sir, I will take up the six points that have been mentioned in 
this Governmcgil communiijui" about Aden. 1 would oidy say that they 
are not worth the ink with wliich it has been printed. I know, the 
Honourable Members of the Treasury Benches will not take* part in the 
debate, but can they say that any of the pledges given to India by either 
Britain or the Dominion (b)vernment.s or ^he Polonial Adndnistrations 
have been fulfilled ? The Secretary of State for India has assured the 
de))utation that wailed on him at Tjondon that the cases of the Aden 
peo])le would come to the Bomb.ay High Court. Why should it come 
to the Bombay High Pourt ! Why sliould a ('olonial Secretary of His 
Majesty’s Government corre.sfwnd with a subordinate Government like 
the Government of India and the Government of Bombay which is still 
much more subordinate ? Why should they do it ? 

Now, T will take up point No. 1. I have already referred to it and 
I do not want to disenss it again. As regards point 2, no Suzerain 
Government biis ever tied itself do^vn to any pledges to a subordinate 
Government. As regards point 3, it is said : His Maje.sty’s Govern¬ 
ment would maintain the existing policy of making Aden a free port 
unless some radical change in the present economic situation should take 
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place. That is no solat*e to iis. Aden mifjjlit lie a free port, but once 
the control passes out of our hands, similar >ret(‘xts will he broujrht out 
as happened in the ease of East Africa or So\ith Africa and Aden will 
be closed to tin* t»ade of India. Incidentally. I am reminded of a little 
stir created by llie Anjrlo-lndian Press. As far as 1 can remember, it 
was the Sfafrs}n<!n Avhieh ])nblished an editorial ineitinf? the feeliiifjs 
of the Henjralis who have f»ol a little feelinjr Inwards Aden, because their 
haste is for Cheshire salt. T do not Avi.sli to refer to that sort of manapfed 
agitation carried on particularly by the Statesman. It has been ably 
replied to by a prominent business magnate, my esteemed friend, 
Mr. IJusseinbhoy Laljee of Hombay, and, I am sure, the (TOATnnneiit 
have read it. 1 hope they Avill send a copy of it to the Secret a rv of 
State for his })erusal. Then, point 4 says that TTis Ida.jesty’s (Ioactu- 
nieiit Avould do their utmost to maintain the ]>resent standai*d of admin¬ 
istration and AA'ould not im])ose any additional taxation unless sn di « 
course became, in their opinion, alwolntely ne(*es^ary. Kvery s(‘ntenci» 
begins with a rider and a qualifying clause. Su]>pose then* is a Avar and 
the King of tlic Iledjaz inA’ade.s Aden, then there will be fiuiher taxation. 
This kind of pledge cannot satisfy ns. We all knoAv tin* policy of Ilis 
Majesty’s Government in other Golonie.s, how Indians Avere asked to pay 
the poll tax even, AA-hicli happens to be a most inliuman tax. We are 
asked to trust to the mere vcrbiacre. kly friend, the TTonourable the 
Foreign Secretary, is present here, and niay I ask him Avhat Av»‘re the 
traditions of the Foreign Offices before the Avar i Hush hush policy, 
intrigues, secrecy, these Avere the things Avith wliic'h they started the 
Great War. T do not blame the Foreign Office of Ilis Majesty’s Oovern- 
ment alone. 1 blame the Fnr(*ign Offices of <*very Sovereign Govern¬ 
ment. T do not think my Honourable frieud, the Foreign Seeretary, is 
cari-ying on those intrigue.s. but that has been flie tradition of other 
Foredgn Offiees. Their poliey iiad been to set one nation against the 
other. T exneet that, in tlie near future. Ave will also have our Fo.ndgn 
Office and if aat Avill have our eontroi over it. aaV will start Avith a clean 
slate. Our jiolicy Avill be the poliey of truth and righteousness and no<^ 
of intrigues. 

Mr. B. V. Jadhav (Bombay Central Division : Non-Muhammadan 
Rural) : T^topia. 

Mr. B. Das : My Honourable friend, Mr. Jadhav, might have had an 
inkling of the Political Department of the Bombay Government while 
he Avas a Minister in that Government. 

An Honourable Member : He Avas not allowed to see anything. 

Mr. B. Das : It may be thought to be au TTtopia by some of my 
friends here. But the Great War, with its massacre of millions of people, 
cost the world billions of money, the gold for which my Honourable friend, 
the Finance Member, is so very anxious to retain in his ReserA^e Bank. The 
Great War taught ns one lesson. AI>olish these intrigues and do away with 
these Foreign Offiees and their .satellites and the world Avill live nion* 
peacefully and more amicably. So, Sir, this point 4 is an (*x]>ression 
which not only my Honourable friend, the F<»reign Seeretary, hut twen 
the lowest paid clerk in his office can set aside as valueless. 

Now, let me examine point No. 5—^the proportion of Indians would 
be retained in the Aden. SerAuce for some years. Sir. once the transfer 
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takes place, not only those Indians, who are in service, but even those 
who have settled down there would be turned out from there bag and 
naggage. Even martial law may be declared there on the pretext that 
tl'C Indlnus are agitating there and are a seditious people. 

Then T come to point No. (i—-ru> racial legislation, or segregation 
would be p(*rmitted by Ilis Majesty’s (iovernment. Sir, If I understand 
the English language, tin? word “ would ’* does not indicate that there 
is any guarantt*e tlial no racial legislation would be ])ermitted by ITis 
Majesty’s (Jovernnn*nl. Has it not been pcrmitterl in South Africa, 
in K(mya, in Tfuiganyika and otiier phues ? Tan we even rearl with a 
grain of eonfidence this point No. (i, whieh His Majesty’s Ooveimment 
have advaneed and whieh rny Honoiirahle frienrl. the T.eader of the 
House, wants us to swallow and to believe in the jiledges of His 
Majesty’s Hoverninent. A'^' luy Ijononrahle frii*nd. I^Ir. Bhupnt Sing, 
said a few minutes ago, Britain has broken .so many pledges tlmt India 
cannot l)eli»‘ve in any of tlo'se pledges. Sir, these are no pledges, they 
an* mere ])i(Mis ex])ression.s put in tin* sfiphistie lamjruage of the Foreign 
Departimmt nr the Colonial Department. 

I At this stage, Mr. Prcsidtuit (Tlu* Honourable Sir Shaiimukham 
Chetty ) resum(‘d the Chair. | 

Sir, I must now r♦‘^er as to why Britaiii has changed its policy. 
Cicntlemen a(lmiuist<*ring tin* Foreign OfTiev of tlie (iovernment of India 
started the Bnssiaii l)f)gey and the Afghan bogey. Russia has now 
sett]<*d down to its 10 yeai’s ]»lan of economic and industrial dovelop- 
menl and so the British Foreign Oiliee cannot bring out any stunt about 
the Ru.ssian bog(*y. So. now we are liaving tin* bogey of Japan and 
Am<*riea. How would they come ? They will come through the 
Baeifie tleean. Therefore, tlieje will be a Singapore base and an Aden 
base. He!ie<‘, Aden must be transferred t(» the eontnd of British Hov- 
ernnn'iit. Ami what is hap]>ening here My Honourable friend, the 
Foreign Seeretarv, (‘aiHU)t even liav<» an Indian t(» read the cypher 
mes.saire.s lest lie* siibji‘et nation may e<»me to km>w too mneh of the 
secrets of tin* Coveiainient of India and of the British Covernment and 
create revolt or war in India. 

Sir. I b'*'j'aM my s})er'e1i by .saying that 1 wav ready to trust if I 
saw the sigTis of trust, lint iiufortunatety 1 see tin* signs of mistrust all 
ov(‘r as tiim* ])asses. T trust. Sir, ih.at if the British Cnverument at all 
want to take away Aden from India, they will agree with the proposal 
of the people of India and of the Covernmeiit of India to refer the matter 
to the arbitration of the League of Nation.s. One point more and I have 
finished. What about the erores and erores of ru])ees which have been 
sunk on the development of Aden, and its ])ort and harbour ? Is Great 
Britain willing to pas.s over a cheque of these erores of rupees to my 
Honourable friend, the Finance Member ? As a bu.siness man I would 
like to know if all these nionoys would be forthcoming to us from Great 
Britain and T may examine as a busines.s proposition if a huge sum comes 
towards the reserve of the Reserves Bank which my Honourable friend, 
the Finance Member, is creating. Sir, T am afraid it is going to be the 
policy of the lion and the lamb. If the lion wants to take away Aden, 
we^ cannot do anything, helpless as we are. But justice demands that 
Britain should not transfer Aden. If Britain wants to be honest, she 
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should transfor inim(?diate1y tlie military administration of Adon to 
India. 

Mr. N. N. Anklesaria (l><»ial»ay Nortlu'iii Division : Noii-.Miiham- 
madan Kural) : Sir, I sni>port 1h(‘ amondniont of my Honourablo frioiid, 
Dr. Ziaiiddin Alimad, and oppose the amendniont of my Honourable 
friend, Mr. Hhuj>ut Sin". 

At the outset T must expivss my surprise at tlie attitudt* wldcdi the 
Oovernmeiit Mendiers propose t<i take up in eonn(*etion willi the ])resent 
motion. Sir, very tellinjr ar"umonts, based on faets and reasonin«r, wore 
addr(‘ssed on the prestoif in the other plaee by Sir I'Jiiroze Sidltna 

and those aijrumenls do re<jnire no from tlie (loveriimeiit llenohes. 

Th?!i jiesw(‘r not bavin;.: eomt‘. we an* left to our own eoujeettires as 
re.:.rards tlie ease Avljieh tlie (ioxernment Benehes liav(‘ on the ])reseiit 
matter. The (b)vernment of India are tin* ;:uardians and proteetors 
of the inreresiN <it‘ India, and in a mat1«‘r litie tin* pr(‘seni, whii*li is 
^ilally eoneennMl witli the initoests e.f India, wt* should lia\<* exp(*et(‘d 
that tlie (.TOV(*rnn!ej'it would Imvo ;j:iven us adviee and ^uidanei*. but 
they ]>ro})ose to !)e sihv.t. 1 ean understand thi*ir position if lienr was 
some written or unwrillen ride ' f ; <oi'.titntional praetiei* wldeli debars 
tliem from "ivln.;:' e\press-on to t'-f*ir !n)no -i opinions < n the .door of the 
ir^use. 1 am (pdte Mire tbal no sueh rule exists, because liad it existed, 
it ^voiild have ajtplied eipially to the ]h' 0 ‘viin*ial Governments, but Nvbat 
do find ! On the Iasi o<M'asion, v/ben the qin‘stion of the transfer 
of Aden was before ibe Ibmdiay Oouneil, Sir Ernest Hot son expresst*d 
hlms(*lf in unmistakabb* tern s as to tlie real wisb(*s and desires of the 
Bombay riovernnnmt. Tn the otlu'r TTouse, in 1!)22, the Honourable 
Mr. J^ratt. who represented tim Bond)ay Oov(*riimeiit then*, expressed 
ill unmistakablr* t(‘rms his opposition to tlie proposal of separation of 
Aden from India. 1 say, why .sbonld the Oovernment of Imlia not come 
forward and expr* ss their (»pinion on the floor of the Housi* on the 
present occasion and j?ive us advice and "uidanee. If the (lovernment 
of India are silent, because tliey believe that the argument on which 
Ilis Majesty’s Government base their proposal for the sejiaration of 
Aden from India lias neither reasfm nor justiee behind it, then, I say, 
my Party and myself wholeheartedly a"ree with that opinion and 
belief and we earnestly and re-pectfully invite the Government Benches 
to express themselves clearly on tlie floor of the Itouse today. The 
arpiimonts, in .support of the proposal for transfer of Aden from India, 
are fourfold. The ai'^iiments are based on constitutional "rounds, on 
joreofrraphical ;»Tounds, on ^^ronnds of economy and, fourthly, there is 
the arprument of the fait arrompU, As repfards the {^0"raphieal 
arguments, it is based on the dilTfieulty of administeriii" Aden from such 
a distance as separates Aden from India. Now, in. the first place, this 
presupposes tliat there has not been up till now good administration of 
Aden. But what are the real facts ? The communique contains the 
opinion of If is Majesty ^s Government as regards the present standard 
of administration of Aden. In. fact, Ilis Majesty’s Government pro¬ 
pose to take the present standard of administration as their own 
standard of administration in the future. Secondly, His Majesty’s 
Government ought to have known that Whitehall is more distant from 
Aden than India. As regards the argument based on. constitutional 
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grounds, it is said that it is very difficult to fit in Aden in the coining 
Indian FcMleration. 1 can understand this argument if it is a question 
of fitting in Ihc whole ol* tiie Aden j)roteetorate in the Indiaji Federa¬ 
tion, but tJie (|uestion involved on the i)resent occasion is simply that 
of fitting in of tlie se1tl(*ment of Aden in the Indian Federation and I 
see absolutely no constitutional difliciilty about it. It is then said that 
the transfer of Aden will save hidia from the burden of aboui 20 lakhs 
of rupees. As Sir Fhiroze Sethna pointed out in the other House, this 
is of course an exaggeration. I am sure, the IJonourable the Finance 
Member will be al>le to correct ihe facts (»f His Maj(*sty’s Government 
on the present topic. 

The Honourable Sir Greorge Schuster (Finance Memhei*; : As jny 
11(0101!rahh* friend has ref<*rr(Mi to me in th(^ matter, J should like to Take 
tiiis ojipoj-tunity of pointing out that the statements made by tlii» Hciiiour- 
aide J^ii 1‘hiroze Setlina in ihe ('ouneil of State were calculated to gi\'e a 
somewiiat misleading ini|)r(‘ssion of the position. The position is This, 
that lie* (Oldrihution, from which India would he saved, if this transfer took 
place, ainoiints at ju*esenf to something like £120,000 on the jia^r year's 
x^stiiii lies. \V(' have not yet got the final aecoutits for the >car. i>ut it 
might in any y{*ar be as iiineli as £1.V).00() and. in fact, in past years, ii 
was a.s much a.s tlial. Tliat is clear gain t(» India, a sum amounting to 
sonieiliiiig likt* .floO.OOO. On the other .side, there will be no loss on the 
scale indicated by the Jioiioiirahle Sir Phiroze Sethna. At present, the 
Ad(i! hiidgfd almost, one might say exaelly, balances. Taking the aver 
age fi'oin 1J)27-2S to IfldlMH, the average showed a delieii of {'bout two- 
third 1:.’ Iis a y(*ar. At ])r<‘sent, there is a slight favourable ie-dance of a 
few Ihoii.sands, but the present position is precarious, because the lialance 
is o)uairh‘(l hy maintaining .sp(*eial eeoiioiiiies which probably cannot lie 
ni.!iidained iiideliiiileiy. I think the fairest way of looking at it is that 
tlie Aden budget is tiraetieally evmily balanced. I think if we take it in 
that way, iljcn* is no gain or no lo.ss one way or the (dher on account ot 
th(‘ ordinary adniinist?*ative exp(*nditure and that the military contribu¬ 
tion will be a el(*ar gain. This is the iiio.st accurate wa.v in \\hieli to re¬ 
paid die effeets of this jiroposal for traiisfer of Aden. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : There seeius to be some cojifiisivni. Gut of the 
budget ol £120.000 for (dvil administration, a portion is for military 
expemlitiM’e. It was stated on om* occasion that no militar' was ve.|nired 
for llie civil administration, but it was nuilly re<juire(l for ])res{U'ving the 
tivdt' r(Mit(‘s. l\Iy submission is that the ndOtary is requirt'd for llh’ liene- 
fit (»f all the countries affected on the trade route and, therefore, the whole 
amount should not fall on India. JIad the miJitarv been nMiuired for the 
Aden Seiileinent, then it Avould liavo beim a b^gitimate charge on P.idian 
fimmee, but if it is rtHpiired for the Aden protectorate or for the defcmee 
of fh(‘ Irade routes, then it is not correct that India should pay tiu' entire 
expendil me. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : My Honourable friend is 
under a rnisappreliension, if he thinks Ave are paying the Avlude of the 
expenditure. India is paying one-third of the expenditure Avith a Timxi- 
mum of £150,000 a year. 

Mr. President (Th(» TTouourablo Sir Slhanmukham Chetty) : In view 
of the importance of the financial consideration, the Honourable the 
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Piuaiice AJoinber will be well advised to intervene in the debate and make 
a fob stateiiKMit about the bnancial implications. 

Mr. N. N. Anklesaria ; Sir, if the slalinnent of 1 Ik^ Il(ni(HN-abJ<* the 
Final..'•* i\i<‘ml)er has c.oiivine.(‘(I tlie llon.se that T am inc(UT(‘et in the 
statement whicli 1 made, J will simj)Iy say that I stand corri'cted. 

Ibissiiif? now to the fourth class of artrunients. namely, the arj^uments 
based on what tliey call a fait accotnpli, 1 am a very humble iiulividnal, 
but J cannot help sayinj*- that Jlis Maje.sty’s (lovernment ha\'c not shown 
"Ood sense in ‘rivinjr exjiression to such an arjrument in su])port of tlieir 
pro])osal. Sir, the arj^ument of /'ly .sw?y ei j'y resle is an arjrument wdiicli 
a stronjr man, when he has tyot no reason or justice in supp(u*t of such an 
arfyument, addresses to the weak man. It never carries conviction ; it 
irritates and it creates discontent and it also creates, if the discontent is 
prolonged, disalfection. Sir, when I say all this 1 am not oblivions of the 
fact vbat every Indian is intere.sted in the upholdinfr and tlc» maintenance 
of that jylorions iibenoimMuni \ciii(‘h we call the Hritish Kmpire,—as much 
interested as any other member of the British Emt)in‘. And J further 
say tliat there is nom* in tiiis House so very unj)atriotie and so vctw’ bn-k- 
in" in tbc pride of bis British citizenship as not to whob‘-lieartcdly vote 
in support of a ])rop(»sal like the present, if it eonld be ]>r(>vcfl that such 
supjwirt was m-cessary for the maintenance of the British Empire. 1 
have looked thron"!! the artrnments in the communiipie and I fail to fin*! 
any arvrunient which would show* that if the siijiport, sneh as I mention, 
wer<» withheld, the P»ritish Empire ■would di.ssolve into notbiiifrness. Sir, 
on the other hand there are arjruments which oufrht to carry jyreal con¬ 
viction to Ilis Majesty’s (lovernmeiit and induce* tlnnn to refrain from 
furl far pro.seeutin*? the present j)roj<‘et. Tlx* prospect of separation has 
created a jyood deal of discontent in this country, discontent which no 
»ood (lovernment eonld possibly ijrnore. I will not indulfre in (*xa'r*jr'‘rat- 
ed laiijyuafre and tall' of “ the ra)>e of Aden ”, or of “ the open day loot ” 
or of ” the .scandalous act ol exj)ropriation ”, but this much I may say 
that it is hard on tlx* Biitish Indians, who have by investment of carutai 
a/xl ener«y in the development of Aden acfjiiircd vested int(*rest in it of 
which th»*y cannot easily and advantajreously divest tliem.selv(*s if they 
clxiose to leave Ad<*n. 1 must also say that it is not fair to British India, 
cl Tier it has spent enoritioiis sums of money ainountin" to crores of rupees 
ill the development of Aden and when that .sacrifice and that investment 
are on the eve of bearing fruit, to take away Aden from India. 

Thirdly, Sir, there Ls the question of the pledges given by responsible 
British Indian .statesmen. My Honourable friend, the Leader of the 
House, tried to exjilain aw^ay tlie pledge given by Sir Denys Bray. If his 
explanatioij lias carried conviction to the House, I have nothing further 
to say. Sir, 1 also share the fears of Indians w'ho have made Aden their 
iionie about their yiosition nndf'r the jurisdiction of the r’(»l(Miial OfTice. 
Thos(‘ fears arc by no means imaginary as would be shown by tlx^ plight 
of Tndfsns in the diff(*ren1 British po.sse.ssif)ns under the jurisdiction of t! •* 
Colonial Office. The present condition of the nc'ighbonring pbxtes like 
BerbercH, Bnlhar and Zaila furnish significant instances of wliat Aden 
may have in store for her if she is transferred completely to the* Colonial 
Office. No doubt. Sir, the communiipie of Ilis Maji^isty’s Government does 
give assurances against racial discrimination, but I am afraid the assnranc' s 
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cuiuiot reassure Indian oj)ini()n. On the jdea of once bitten twice shy, w'c 
Indians wouJd simply decline to believe in the ability oF llis Alajesty’s 
GoveniJMent to carry out those assurances, how(‘V(u* much u*.- luuy !jeiieve 
in th^' sincerity an<l hom/ fidcs of' the presciit iidvisers ol‘ Jiis l\iajesh'’s 
Oovernnient who havt* ^iven those assurances. I*(»w inaiiy siniiiar 

assui'ances Tor Stif<"ji;uardinf' tlie interesis of Indian*, as lli.* uurra- 

sonablo demands of tlie white settlers have been lionoured in the breach 
rathei- Ihan i?i tlie observance by His ^lajesty's (jrovm-ijimmt ! !f tlie 
Government Members wish, I am prepared to ^ive them a list of instances 
in poijil. 

Ill conclusion. Sir, 1 would appeal to llis Majesty's Governmcnr noi 
to pr(*ss the matter any further at the present time lest, small as it may 
appeal- to he, it may act as the proverbial cloud which may darken the 
momeutous issues which are notv before the two countries. I \x'ould also 
.ippc.sl t(» the Honourable Members of the Government of India to cdiue 
I’orwai-d and exjiress on the floor of this IIous(‘ Iheir com])letc aur<‘emont 
with the iKui-ofTficial Members in the present conn<*ction. P»y so do.inL^ Ihey 
would, in my opinion, command more rejrard and more '^•onfidmice from 
thi> ‘.id<‘ of the House than they would be doinjr hy remaini'ip: silent ; and 
also, in ii'(‘ woi’ds (»f my I’riend. Mr. liaiijra Iyer. “ that way li' s statesman¬ 
ship ". 

Mr. B R. Puri (Wb-t Punjr.b ; Xch} Muhan.madan i : Sir. on behalf 
of my Party, I 'Mitirely endorse tin an\endment propos( d b'v my 
1 lomnirable fri<*nd. Mr lihnput Si^L^ I, liowev(*r. do not wish to in- 

fliet any lenyrlhy speech, because most of the matter is already v.irliiii the 

eofriiisanec of the llousi*. The i.uitter was ihra.shed out in the (’ouncil 
of and untst of the ai-jjumenls addressed on th»* floor of this House 

have b(*en more or less a repi^lilion of what has already b(*en .said else- 
wlnu-e. Therc'fore, I do not wish to follow that course. It seems to me. 

Sir. Hiat a very liirht vi« \v should be taken of the matter. 

This (piestiou of Aden reminds me of a well known saying of Lord 
Gharles Heresf(»rd wlio received on one occasion an invitation to .stay in 
a country hou.s<*, and h(‘ sent the followjiijr telc»rram in reply : “ 8orry, 
cannot come, lie follows by post ”. The fact of the matter w-as that he 
could not possibly po, and in the tele.jrram he stated candidly also proniis- 
inj? to send tlie usual false excuse hy ]iost. Sir, it seems to me tliat Aden 
is already taken awaxu ami the present ceremony correspotids to the /ri 3 
wddeh we hav<» received by post. This Is an empty form throujrh which we 
are laroirifr. As a matter of facL if the Hi*itish Grovemment, in spite of 
their assurances and undertakings, solemn as they were, are guilty of 
hating committed acts of breach of faith, how can we now expect that, 
in corii])lianco with our wishes, they are going to reconsider the whole 
programme regarding Aden which they must have already chalked out ? 
Therefore, it seems to me that it is a barren ceremony that we are going 
through. The British peo])le have alrendy made up their minds to take 
away Aden, and they are not going to reopen the question just beiause 
of the opiniom. expressed by my friend, Mr. Bhuput Sing, or IMr. Puri or 
anybo/ly. 

But, Sir. I am inclined lo take, as I promised, a lighter view of the 
wdiole thing, and that reminds me of the. story of a servnni of a Com¬ 
mander of a ship who, while the Commander was sitting in his office, 
rushed up to him and said : ** Sir, would you call a thing to have been 
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lost if you know where it is V Kindly mark the words “ Sir, would 
you call a Ihinjr to have been l(«t i! yon knew wliere that thing' was f ” 
So the Coniinaiider turned round and said : “ Certainly not “ Well, 
Sir, if that is so, then your tea kettle is at the bottom of the vea.” lie 
had already dropped it, and having done so, resorted to this philosoj)hic 
method. Wliy shouhl we consider that Aden is lost ? We know where 
it has gone to ; we know where to tind it. We may not have the power 
to recover it back, but a\ hy eiy and wc ej) o\er it ? They have got the 
power to take it, and they have taken it. 1 heard, Sir, a whisper in some 
quarters that we practically created this Settlement ; as a matter of 
fact, we have fed it. we have nursed it and brought it to its present pros¬ 
perous state, "i’iierefore, it is urged in certain quarters that even if the 
thing is taken away fioiii ns, wi* are cniitled to some sort of compensa¬ 
tion. I will advise my friends on this siiie of the llousi not to say a 
word about it. Bargaining witii a powt rful opjionent is always a losing 
game. Even if there is any olTer made, please be earefid. That otfer 
would be more or less like tlie oifer of a stingy aunt who askerl Inu* little 
nephew^ : 

Auntie ; “ Well. Jolui, v.ili you lei nn kiss yon if 1 give you a 
penny ! 

John : ** What only a penny V Why. 1 gt t more than that for 
taking castor oil.” 

Thereiore. Ix^ eau lui. If cu.y ki'^s ol* that kiiid even on a payment 
is ollored, you will nilimatcly lind tliat i1 is ma so very deiiidoiLs. The 
best thing is to rake a jihilosophic view oi the whole matttn* and to sub¬ 
mit to the will (I The ]>ow(M*i‘iu and the ‘.nighly. But if you ask our 
honest opinion, 1 say von have no light to take Aden away, yon have no 
right to toiicli it. By the nsind nibbling process and by instalments you 
have done us <mii of it and now vdien you say : “ Please discuss the 
matter and semi us your final (qniiion ”, tloi.d we know what you are 
going to do ; TJianUs, we understand the game. We don’t want half 
measure • cithiir take the whole or give the wlmle. 

Major Nawab Ahmad Nawaz Khan (Xominated Non-Official) : Sir, 
llie gr<*at war has brought about numerous changes in every country, 
and it is well known tliat Aden was primarily taken under lirilish ]>os- 
session for strategic jjurpo.ses. After I'ne A-ar, on account of the numer¬ 
ous changes that liave taken jd:ic<* all (»ver the world, it has Ix^en found 
necessary now. not only for tlie sake of India, but for the sake of other 
countries as well, to separat.* Aden, from India and to transfer it to the 
control of tiie Oolonial Ohiee. If Aden liml been taken rntu'cly foe tin- 
sake of trade and coiniimrce for the !L'>mbay I*resideney, th<‘Ti all the 
objections urged by Honourable Members would have been perfectly 
justifiable, but it is well known that (»riginally Aden was taken for 
military and political purp(»ses. and for the saf(‘1y and protection of 
India ; but, after the war, things have so much changed that Aden is 
now required for the same purpose for other eountries. 

Mr. B. V. Jadhav ; Which otluT countries ? 

Major Nawab Ahmad Nawaz Khan : I may say South Africa, Egypt, 
Arabia and the Near East. If you have a little time tomorrow, we can 
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<lisciiss whiit those e<.hiit» ies are, and v^hat effect the transfer of Aden 
will have on lh(; Nt^ai 10a:>l ; ii will take hours and hours to discuss these 
questions. I think, kSii*, it is rcr lly file imperial interests and prudence 
of llis Majesty’s UovernnieTit whudi demand separation of Aden from 
Jndia. (“ Hear, hear ”, from the Nationalist Benches.) People who 
have j^ot some (^xjx'iience o1 ad*ninist ration and also of military in¬ 
terests know M'ell. that there is a necessity for the Imperial Government 
for s(*paraTinfr Aden from India. I believe that many Honourable Mem¬ 
bers know it very well ii* tiieir 1* ‘art of hearts, but they want to oppose 
Government prf»|><>sals as a matter of practice. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : I (b> not want to iriterriujt the Honourable 
Member. Is he speaking on Im half of tlie Government of India or of 
1 he Home t le\ eminent ! 

Major Nawab Ahmad Nawaz Khan : I am a Member of the Assembly 
and i bii\*‘ niiich ri'.dit lo <‘xpress my opinion as you have. 1 am 
to sa\ a little bit iiirtle*r ;<» my Mussalrnan friends, that we must 
have sympalhx with tie* interest of Arabs there. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : Si nee the lloncmrahle Member has referred 
.s|ieeiall.\ m ! lie inieresl of Ar.dis. may I mention that the Arabs of Aden 
do m.i wani s*'paratinn from India : 1 have j^ot a resolution in my 

]i<ieki‘i which I eoidd not re‘ad out beeaiis** 1 understand that there was 
a tine' I'liiil <‘1’ Ih minnte>. 

Major Nawab Ahmad Nawaz Khan : I have the same authority from 
the Aral»s w iio say that A<len <»n«iht to he separated from India. I tell 
\oo. it i'' ill the Bible and we m‘» also in practical lift‘, that one man cau- 
luit serve two luaslers. 'fhe Arabs cannot serv(‘ tw'o masters, the British 
ami the Imliai.s. 'rh«‘\ imisi sei\<‘ the British master and they want 
not 1(1 he Milder 1 h<‘ I iidiaiis. 

(.\t tills sfau**. Ml. B. Das rosi‘ in his seat.) 

Mr. Pre.sident I'rin- llonoiirahle Sir Shanmukham Chetty) : The 
Honourable .Member lias listeind lo the <*xpression of opinion on this 
side of the House A ('i*y jiatltudlv and it must ffive a jiatient hearing to the 
ol tier side. 

Major Nawab Ahmad Nawaz Kh<nn : If Aden is siqiarated. the Arabs 
will lia\ ’ a belter eiiance for their trade, commerce 
and other thinsrs. I have a ^reat sympathy for the 
losses wliieh the peopb of Boiiibay and other Indians have to suffer, but 
you eannot avoid it. \Vo j>aiieiitly sutler soiiM'times the losses which 
oetMir when there is an earthquake, and. in order to sjitisfy ourselves, let 
us eoiisider it as a political earllnuiake which has separated Aden from 
India. We eannot keep .\den with India and sacrifice the Imperial in- 
t(‘rests of lln‘ British Kmpire for the sake of commerce of the people of 
Bombay oi tin* money vvhich the Govcruuicni of India spent there. By 
the s(‘paration of .\den. the (io\eminent of India or the British Govern¬ 
ment do not feel any pleasure, imr tlioy do it merely to tease the Indians 
or lo briiijr some losses on the piople of Bombay. They have to consider 
primely the Imperial interests and tlm interests of many other countries 
Avhieli is a far more impoi'faiu matter, and they have to look at the thing* 
from that point of view*. Our misiake is that we see our side only and 
do not se<* tin* other side. If we see the other side also, then we shall be 
in a real position to jiul-^c properly. If Aden is separated from India, 
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we will have tlie advaiiuij»e ol‘ .lu m ill ion of Hs. 24 lakhs on account of 
salt duty, in addition to Rs. 20 lakO'* staled in the Government coni- 
iimnique, because at present A<len salt is treated as Indian salt, and if 
Aden is separated, the Aden salt wiii Ik* taxe<l as foreijrn salt. I admit, 
by the separation of Aden there v (udd bt losses to some people in Rombay, 
but that loss is inevitable, 'liu Gov«n*nment here or tin* Home Govern¬ 
ment cannot avoid these things, .itid wt* will have to bear fjladly all these 
losses. 1 have a be1t(‘r experience than other Honourable Members hen*, 
because my province is a jn'oviiiee \^ldcl; is cfilled tin* frontier province. 
There we have to sacrifice many of th(‘.se Ihiiifrs for the sake of administra¬ 
tion, political and military matters. So, 1 can realise better tin* ])osition 
of the Government than pi'Oj)le enmin^ fj’om far olf provinces wlu*re they 
enjoy a life of peace, ]deasure and ha])piness. I respect the Honourabb* 
Members who are hnndrerl ti ries al>l'‘r than myself, and an* tnore well 
read,, but it is a question (»f experienee. 1 realise the wants and n(*ces- 
sities of the Government more than them, beeansj* it is onr <lail.v experi¬ 
ence there. 

fikirdar Sant Singh (W’esi Punjab : Sikh) : Tin* Governnun: 
lienches are not cheering you. 

Major Nawab Ahmad Nawaz Khan : Beeause you have to elieer me 
rliis time and they are waiting. 1 want to have elu'ers from \ on. my 
friend, and you have elie<*]*od m< many a time. 1. therefore, siippm*! tb'- 
motion moved by rny Honourable friend. Sir Joseph Bhore (Laughter . 
for the complete separation of A«len from India as stated in the Govern¬ 
ment communiqm\ 

The Assembly (ben adjourned till Eleven of tin* (lock on Monday. 
Ilie 18th September, UbTl. 



LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 
Monday, 18th September, 1933. 


Tho Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber at Eleven of the Clock, 
Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shanmukham Chetty) in the (’hair. 


QTTESTTONS AND ANSWERS. 

Allegations against the Police in Calcutta and Bombay. 

997. ^Manlvi Sayyid Murtiua Saheb Bahadur ; (a) Are Government 
aware that both Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya and Maulana Ismail 
Ghuznavi accused the police of exce.sses, the former in connection with 
the lathi eharpre during? the Conf?ress session at Calcutta and the latter in 
connection with the lathi charge during the embarkation of Haj pilgrims 
at Bombay in the month of March, 1933 ? 

(h) Is it a fact that Government have made their own enquiries with 
regard to the exc<‘.sses and arrived at one and the same conclusion in each 
case 1 

(r) If the answer to ])art (h) be in the affirmative, viz,, that the accu¬ 
sations were false, will Government be pleased to explain why no proceed¬ 
ings were taken against Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya and why Maulana 
Ismail Ghuznavi is being prosecuted and a warrant has been issued for his 
arrest 1 

(d) Are Government aware that the accusation in the one case relates 
to a political movement and in the other to a purely religious movement T 

(r) Are Government aware of the belief in the minds of IMussalmans 
generally that the policy of the Government is to discourage the Haj 
pilgrimage which is incumbent on those who can afford to undertake it ? 

(/) Have re|)reseiiUitive Mussalmans addressed Government on this 
suli.iect ? If so, with what result ? 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : (a) to (d). The attitude of 
Government in regard to the general allegations made by Pandit Madan 
Mohan Malaviya against the Calcutta I'olice has already been stated 
to the House in my reply to Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh’s question No. 18, 
dated the 22nd August, 1933. Maulana Ismail Ghuznavi made a speci¬ 
fic allegation against a certain Deputy Commissioner who applied for 
permission to prosecute him under section 590 of the Indian Penal 
Code. Permission has been granted by the Government of Bombay in 
accordance with Rule 24 of the Government Servants’ Conduct Rules. 

(e) No. 

(/) An Honourable Member of this Assembly addressed Govern¬ 
ment on the subject and his letter was forwarded to the Government 
of Bombay. Several other Honourable Members have also mentioned 
the matter to me. 
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Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : Were the allegations made by Pandit 
Malaviya of a specific nature ? 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : They were general charges. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : May 1 know in this connection whether 
the Bombay Government consulted the Central Government about bring¬ 
ing this case ? 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : No, Sir. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : Who will pay the cost of the prosecu¬ 
tion in tliis case, the Local Government or tlie Deputy Commissioner 
himself ? 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : I understand that the Local 
Government will bear the cost. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Might I know from the Honourable Mem¬ 
ber if the intention of the Government was to make a regular inquiry 
with regard to the allegations by Pandit Malaviya, and is it not a fact 
that Government said that some official inquiry would be made ? 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : I am not (piite sure that I have 
got the puri)ort of the Honourable Member’s qinstion. I answered 
questions about Pandit Madaii Mohan Malaviya at very full length at 
an earlier stage of this Session. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Those >\ere the answers that the Honour¬ 
able Member gave, but the point is whether Government are going to 
rely upon the information which they have got or whether a regular 
inquiry is going to be made, hi which the allegations made by Pandit 
Malaviya should be gone into. 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : I iinderstaiul that the question 
relates not primarily to Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya, hut tf> Mr. 
Ismail Gluiznavi and tlie action v hivdi the Bombay Government are 
taking with regard to him. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : Was there any official inquiry made in 
this eonueetion before allowing the Deputy Commissioner to bring this 
case ? 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : The Government of Bombay no 
doubt satisfied themselves that there W(‘re reasonable grounds for 
according sanction to this officer to jiroseciite Maulana Ismail Gluiznavi. 

Mr. M Maswood Abmad : I want to know whether any iiuiuiry 
was m.ide before tins s.'me»ion was '’‘'ven. 1 did not as‘>' whet Inn* 

the Government of Bomliay ^vere satisfied. 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig: At an'earlTer stage nf this 
Session, we iliscuss^d the question of what was m(‘an1 by an IiWjuiry, 
and I tbiuk wv eame to the conclusion that ih(*re was some doubh and 
that the word has been used with dilferent meanings. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : May f know from the Honourable Mem¬ 
ber Avhether the (question with regard to these allegations has eome to 
rest ivhero it is or whether any inquiry is going to he made or will be 
made? 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : No further action is contemplated 
by Government with regard to Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya. 
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Mr. Gajra Prasad ftiiigh : Did Government consult the Standing 
Haj Committee on pilgrimage in connection with the subject-matter 
of this question/ 

Mr. G. 8. Bajpai *. No, Sir. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : May I know why Government did not 
consult the Standing Ilaj Committee on this matter, when other 
allegations of Mr. Ismail Ghuznavi were discussed ? 

Mr. G. 8. Bajpai : 'i'hat, Sir, is a personal matter, not a matter 
for consideration by the Ilaj Committee. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Will the Government of Bombay inquire 
from this (^»inmittee ? 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : I do not tliink there is any 
necessity for the (lovernnient of Bombay to lake any further action. 
A particular officer ajjplied to them for permission to vindicate his 
character by pn>se(‘uting Mr. Ismail Ghuznavi. Sanction was given 
by the Govt-rnnuMit of Bombay and. so far as they are coiicei’iied, 
there ends the matter. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : Are (lovtu-ument }»repared to lay on the 
tal)le thr list of the allegations which have been made by Mr. Ismail 
Ghuznavi and whicli have ))eeii sent to the Government and the in¬ 
formation which they liave collected on those allegations ? 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : Xo, sir. The matter is before 
tJie Court and I do not think it would be ])roper t(> take such action. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : I am not talking about those allega¬ 
tions ill regard to the lathi eliarge. A list of allegations has been 
submitted to Govenimeiit, and my information is that a certain sort 
of iiKiuiry was nnub*. S(une information has b(‘en collected. I want 
to know whether Governiiieiit are prepared to lay on the table a list 
of those allegations or not. 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : I have already answered at some 
length a (piestion alioiit various allegations made by Mr. Ismail Ghuznavi, 
and T have nothing to add to what I said on that occasion. 

Shaikh Sadiq Hasan : When seriou. allegations are made and 
iliere is exeitemeiit in the country, is it not due to the Governiiient 
tr) make pubTu' imjuiries / 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig ; I liave answt-red that question 
last Session atid iut’nnie-d my Ilnuourahit* friend that the Government 
of Ihuubay believed that there was no foundation for those allega¬ 
tions. Since then the maltiT has advaneed to a further stage in that 
the ]>artieuiar office!* against whom sptM-ific alb^gations have bt'en 
made has been gi^ell pennission to prosecute Mr. Ismail Ghuznavi and 
the case is now, I uuderstaud. before the (’ourt. 

Shaikh Sadiq Hasan ; May [ know why Maulana Ismail Ghuznavi 
has been prosecuted after such a length of time I 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : 1 am not sure that the sanction was 
given after a very long time. I have not the date with me. There 
might have been some delay in bringing the matter before the Court. 
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Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : AVas the action taken only on the ground 
that he belongs to a community which is supposed to be loyal and did 
nothing against the Government 1 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : 1 think it is a reasonable prin¬ 
ciple that when Govennnent servants consider themselves maligned, 
they should have an opi)Ortunity of seeking redress before a Court. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : i believe tliat my Honourable friend, 
Mr. Haj[)ai, would be in a better i>osilion to reply on this point. Is 
he prepared to lay on the table a list of those allegations V 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : No, Sir ; 1 am not in a better position to 
answer these questions than the ITonourablo the Home Member. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : May 1 know if these allegations are 
also of a confidential nature ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : 1 am not aware of any allegations apart from 
those which have been referred to by tin* Honourable the Home Mem¬ 
ber. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : Was it nut the legitimate duty of the Depart¬ 
ment to look after the accuracy of these allegations 1 When some other 
person e.xpcjses them, another Department comes forward and asks to 
explain his action. 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : I do not admit the suggestion that any Depart¬ 
ment has treated Mr. Chu/navi unfairly. If he goes out of his way to 
make suggestions whitdi are unfounded, tlien he must take the con¬ 
sequence. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : Is it not for the reason, that the Depart¬ 
ment, whose legitimate duty it was to take action, took no action and 
was silent about it ? 

Mr. G. 8. Bajpai : Not at all. Sir. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : Does my Honourable friend say that 
there was nothing confidential in the allegations made V 

Mr, G. 8. Bajpai : I have already said that my Department is not 
in possession of any allegations which are not already before the 
Court. 

Kloistration of the Cordite Factory Labour Union, Aravankadu. 

998. *Mr. K. P. Thampan : (a) Are Government aware that the 
Cordite Factory Labour Union, Aravankadu, applied for registration in 
August, 1931, and submitted bye-laws as required by the Registrar of 
Trade Cnions at Madras ? 

(h) Ts it a fact that the Army Department in their letter 
No. 44o2!M.G. 1 (A.D.-3), dated 20th November, 1931, advised the 
Union not to ])ress for registration ? 

(r) Are Government aware that the Union at its last annual eon- 
ference passed a resolution regretting that the Government of India 
had not by that time accorded sanction to the registration of the ^Jnion ? 

(d) Are Government prepared to issue instructions for the early 
registration of the Union ? If not, why not ? 
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Mr. G. R. P. Tottenham : (a), (b) and (c). Yes. 

(d) No, because the Governi/ient of India have no power to issue 
instruetiofis to Registrars in matters of this kind. 

Mr. K. P. Thampan : May I know, Sir, why this Union has not 
been allowed to rcfrister itself. Are there any special reasons for it ? 

Mr. G. R. P. Tottenham : ll is not, Sir, that it has not been allowed 
to refrister it.self. The fact is that, as 1 said in answer to pai-t (b), the 
(Government of India advised the Union not to get iti^elf registered in 
UUIl. That was in accordance with the pniicj" of Uovernnnnil at the time 
r(*garding the recognition by Government of Government Ser\'ants Asso¬ 
ciations. 

Mr. K. P. Thampan : Do Government i»ersist in the same policy t 
What harm is there in allowing this Union to be registered now ? 

Mr. G. R. P. Tottenham : Personally, I see no harm whatever in 
allowing this Union to be registered. I v ill consult the other Departments 
of the Governineiit of India concerned and see whether we cannot inform 
tile Union that it can be registered. 

Promotion to the Rank up (hiAROEMLN at the Uordite Factory, 

Aravankadt’. 

999. •Mr. K. P. Thampan : (a) Will Government be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that labourers of long service are not promoted 
to the rank of ehargemen at the (’ordito Faelory, Aravankadu ? 

{h) Are Government aware that one Ari (lowder who acted as a 
ehargeman on three occasions was reverted to supervisor’s post without 
being made yiemuinent ? If so, why ? 

(c) lias the attention of Government been drawn to the resolution 
No. 10, passed at the minual conference of the Cordite Factor^^ Labour 
T^nion in on this subject • If so, what steps do Go^’<^'rnInent projmse 
to take in the matter V 

Mr. G. R. P. Tottenham : (n) There is no bar against the promo¬ 
tion of (pialified labourers to ehai^eineii. 

(/;) Certain supervisors, who bad begun their service as labourers, 
wer(‘ tried as ehargemen, but much to the rec-ret of the authorities, they did 
not in ove a success and were therefore revert(»d to their i>ro^'i()us posts. 

(r) The answer to the first question is in the affirmative. Govern¬ 
ment are always prepared to eoasider the claims of qualified persons but 
they are not j)re])are(l to reserve posts for individuals who are not qualified 
to fill them. 

Mr. K. P. Thampan : Is it not a fact that this particular indivi¬ 
dual, Ari Gowder, acted as a ehargeman on three pre\ious occasions and 
was given rewards for good work 1 

Mr. G. R. P. Tottenham ; 1 am afraid, T am unable to give any 
particular information about tliis individual. Ari Gowder, but I am told 
that lie was among a number of men who weiT tried in a super\)r post and 
ultimately the authorities decided that they were not suitable for it. 
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Mr. K. P. Thampan : Will you take it from me that he was doing 
his work f ffieioiitly and that he was given rewards for the good work that 
he did during the war time ? Besides, he belongs to the depressed class 
coniiiiunity. 

Mr. G. R. P. Tottenham : 1 am prepared to take that from the 
ITonourable Member. 

Mr. K. P. Thampan : Will the Honourable Member inquire whether 
it would be possible to re-instate him as a chargf'man ? 

Mr. G. R. P. Tottenham : I wdll make further inquiries about this 
individual if the Honourable Member so desires. 

Dutiks of Tin: Divisional Piiusonni:’.. Offiokil- on the N/.umi Wisstern 

RaILW’AV. 

1000. *|(r. J«alchand Navalrai : (a) Will Government be pleased to 
state what duties are entrusted to the Divisional Personnel Officer in the 
Divisional Offices of the North Western Railway ? 

(h) Are the Divisional Officers, viz., the Divisional Transportation 
Officer, the Divisional Commercial Officer and such others subordinate 
to the Divisional Personnel Officer 1 

(c) Ls it a fact that in practice everjMhing is in the hands of 
the Divisional Personnel Officer in the Karachi Division Office who 
exercises control over the work of the Divisional Officers and disposes of 
it ? 

(d) Has the Divisional Personnel Officer any powTr to give a final 
decision on any matter and can lie order transfers or promotions or 
appoint new entrants 1 

(e) Is it a fact that the clerks of the Divisional Officer, North 
Western Railway, Karachi, submitted a memorial on the 23rd January, 
1933. comi)laining against tlie doings of the Divisional Personnel Officer 
of that office ? 

(/) What orders, if any, were passed on it by the Divisional 
Superintendent, Karachi ? 

(g) Is it a fact that the Divisional Superintendent in hi.s interim 
reply to the clerks memorial said that the representation should have 
been first made to the Di\dsional Personnel Officer ? If so, under what 
rule was such an order justifiable ? 

(h) What relief do Government propose to give to this generally 
discontented staff of the North Western Railway Divisional office at 
Karachi ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : (a) The Divisional Personnel Officer deals with 
all personnel work in the Division, viz , cases referring to pay, salaries, 
mileage allow’ance, promotion, leave, passes, transfers, postings, 
appointments, termination of service, appeals, Provident Fund and gratui¬ 
ties, compensation to staff under the Workmen's Compensation Act, etc., 
directly or in consultation with other Divisional Officers to the extent to 
widch he is authorised by the Divisional Superintendent. 

(h) No. 

(r) Government are not aware that this is the case, but are bringiag 
this question to the notice of the Agent, North Western Railway. 
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(d) The Personnel Officer exercises such powers as the Divisioaal 
SuiKM-iiiieiidciit may entrust to him. 

(e) An unsigned printed copy of a letter purporting to be addressed 
by the clerks of the Divisional Superintendent^s Office to the Divisional 
Sui)(*rinteiideiit has been received in the Railway Board. 

(/) to (A). Government have no information, but I have sent a copy 
of tlie (pieslion to the Agent, North Western Railway, who is competent to 
deal witli the.'^e matters, for any action that he may consider necessary. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : As the reply to part {b) is in the negative, 
therefore he is supi>osed t(^ b(* an officer not above the Divisional Com¬ 
mercial Officer and others. What i am told is that he is doing all the 
business. In fact, they cannot do any business without consulting 
him. 

Mr. P. B. Rau :.I will bring this matter to the notice of the Agent, 
North Western Railway. 

Mr. Lalchajid Navalrai : 1 might assure the Honourable Member 
that the original of the copy that I sent to his office was signed by 
the clerks and that lliey are very niueli disconleuted. Therefore, it 
will be reasonabh^ that the Agent .should inquire into this matter 
thoroughly and eojue to some conclusion whether this Personnel Officer’s 
conduct is not sncli as io have made all the clerks discontented ? 

Mr. B. R. Puri : I will be glad to send a copy of these supple¬ 
mentary questions and answers from my Honourable friend to the 
Agent. 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : May I know the name of the Personnel 
Officer ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : T do not know his name. Sir. 

Import of “ Emmj. Oil ” into India from Japan. 

1001. ’^Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen : (a) Are Government aware that 
“ edible oil ” is being imported into India from Japan in large quantities t 

(h) Aj'e Government awaie th it the said material is being used here 
as an adultrant for gh',e ? 

(r) Do Govenimeiit propose to take steps to put a stop to such prac¬ 
tice 1 

Mr. G. 8. Bajpai : (e) and (h). Yes. 

(c) Adulteration of foodstuffs is a provincial transferred subject, 
and as such it is for Local Government.^, who have their own Pood 
Adulteration Acts, to take stops to prevent the use of edible oil as an 
adulterant of ghee. Tin Go^c^r.ment of India enquired from all Local 
Governments in April last whether any step.s in this matter had been 
t^d^en by them or by the local authorities under their control. The 
replies are not yet complete. 

Pandit Batyendra Nath Sen : May T know the price 6f this 
edible oil f 

Wr. G. 8. Bajpai : I am afraid, I am not in a position to answer 
that question. 
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Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : May I ask, whether it is the policy of the 
Government to encourage adulteration of ghee in this country ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai ; Not at all, Sir. As far as I luive been able to 
gather from such replies as I have received, some l-iocal Governments, 
at any rate, are taking action to ])revenl adulteration. 

Dr, Ahmad : Then why did not the Government of 

India take action to stop the import of this oil altogether ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : Because, as the Honourable the Leader of the 
House explained when a ipiestmii on the subject was put during the 
last Session, the oil is used not merely to adulterate ghee, but also as 
a lubricant and for certain other purely legitimate ])urpovses. 

Paymext on Halves of Currenc^y Notes. 

1002. * Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen : (a) Will Government he pleased 
to state the total iiinouid for vVidcii halv*^.s of ten-rupee notes as also mis¬ 
matched halves of notes of the same denomination have been refused pay¬ 
ment since the beginning of the finrneial year 1930-31 to July 31, 1933 ? 

(b) Will Government pica&e stale the total amount of hundred-rupee 
notes and notes of higher denominalion, of which the halves have been 
reported as lost, stolen or destroyed, for \Nhich half payments have been 
made since 1930-31 to the end of July, 1933 ? 

The Honourable Sir Gkorge Schuster : The information is not avail¬ 
able and will laki* a!K>ul one month to eollecl. T hav(‘ aln'ady under¬ 
taken in the recent dehat(‘s on an nu-official Kesohitions on this subject 
to arrange for the coiisid(‘ration of the (hirreney Note (Refund) Rules 
by an Expert (\>nimittee. if that eonrse is aj)proved by the Joint 
Committee on the Reserve Bank Bill. 1 have given instructions for 
this information to be collected so that it may be laid before the 
Expert Committee. 

Unstutability op the New Five-Rupee and Ten-Ri^pee Currency Notes. 

1003. *Lala Rameshwar Prasad Bagla : Has any representation been 
made to Government regarding the unsuitability of the new five-rupee 
and ten-rupee notes ? If so, wliat action do they propose to take to 
satisfy the public complaiid V 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : I would invite tin* atten¬ 
tion of the Honourable Member to the rcplj given to starred question 
No. 338 asked by Mr. Badri Lai Rastogi on the 1st of September, 1933. 

Income since the Increase in the Price op the Postcard. 

1004. *Lala Rameshwar Prasad Bagla ; Is it a fact that since the 
price of postcard was raised last tinie, there has been a fall in the income 
from that source ? If not, has it resulted in increased income and if so, 
by how much ? 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : As a separate account of the 
sale proceeds of postcards is not maintained, accurate information of 
the kind required by the Honourable Membei* is not readily available. 
It is estimated, however, that the value of postcards issued, jfro^ 
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treasuries to post offices during 1932-33 exceeded that during 1930-31, 
the last full year in which the old rate was in force, by approximately 
H lakhs of rupees. 

All-India Royal Air Force Examination. 

1006 *]V[r. Jagan Nath Aggarwal ; (//) Is it fact that the All-India 
Iiovfil Air Force competitive examination consists of written papers and 
of what is called ‘ record ’ and ‘ interview ’ V 

(b) What is the object and policy underlying the record and inter¬ 
view jiarts of the examinal ion ^ 

(c) Is it a fact that the candidates who happen to be sons and rela¬ 
tions of persons in military o^ other Government services are given more 
marks than other candidates, regardless of tlieir intellectual merits ? 

(d) Will Government be ])leased to state what facts are covered by 
the term ' record ’ and lo what extent they weigh with the examiners in 
giving marks ? 

(c) Is it true that sometimes candidates who get the highest marks 
in written papers fail in record and interview, and vice versa ? 

(f) Is it not a fact that the object of what is called the * record and 
iTiterview ’ ])art of the examination is to pull ii]) certain candidates and pull 
down others ? 

{fj) Is it Ink* that iu the last examinalion some candidates who were 
given very high marks in record and interview failed to get the minimum 
pass marks in the written papers and on the other hand. ther»' w'cre candi¬ 
dates who got v(‘ry high marks in the written papers but failed to get the 
minimum pass marks in record and interview^ ? If so, w^as it purely 
accidentfd or due to any .settled policy of Government ? 

(//' If the latter, are Government prepared to take steps to remove the 
above state of things ? 

Mr. G. R. P. Tottenham : (a) Yes. 

(b) To test the personality of the candidates. 

(e) Not necessarily. 

(d) The ‘ Record ’ comprises the family history of the candidate 
and his career at school and e.c»llege both in work aiid games. To wdiat 
extent it weighs wuth tiie examiners is left entirely to their discretion. 

(r) Yes. 

(/) No. 

(g) The answ^er to the first part of the question is in the affirma¬ 
tive. Neither of the .suggest ions made in the second part is correct. It 
is the Public Service Commission that conducts the exfimination and 
is responsible for the marks aw^arded to the candidates. 

(h) Does not arise. 

Reiuiesent.ation op Minority Communities in the ZooTiOgical Sttrvey 

OP India. 

1006. ^Haji Chaudhury Muhammad Ismail Khan : With reference 
tjf^ the. answer to question No. 48 (d) asked by Mr. Muhammad Rafique in 
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this House on the 14th July, 1930, will Government be pleased to state the 
result of their enquiry about the adequate representation of minority com¬ 
munities on the slatf of the Zoological Survey of India ? 

Mr. G. B. Bajpai : Tlu* Honourable Member is aware that this is a 
technical department and appointments to it cannot be made on a 
communal basis. Government, however, realise the desirability bf 
recruiting Muslims, as A^aeaneies occur, provided that candidates 
possessing? the requisite (pialifications are forthconiinj?. 

Officer in Charge of the Andamans Fisheries. 

1007. *Haji Chaudhury Muhammad Ismail Khan : (a) Is it n fact 
that the present officer in charge of the Andamans fisheries has no quali¬ 
fication in marine biology f 

(6) Is it a fact that Mr. Muhammad Sharif, temporary Assistant 
Superintendent, could not be given the charge of the fishery work in the 
Andamans for want of qiialifir-atioiis in marine biology ? If so, why was 
the present officer given the charge o!‘ fi Jierics ? 

Mr. G. 8. Bajpai : (a) No, the present Officer-in-Charge of Ihe 

Andaman Fisheries has had a great deal of experience of marine 

biological work both in this country and in Europe. 

(h) In asking the Public Service Comrni.ssion to recruit an officer 
for the temporary post of Kosearch Officer. Andaman Fisheries, the 
Government of India specifically asked them to consider the claims of 
Muslim candidates who might apidy for the ))ost. The Commission, 

however, recommended a Sinhalese who was appointed. The tempo¬ 

rary post has since been abolished as a measure of retrenchment and 
an Officer on the stall' of the Zoological Survey of India, who is fully 
qualified, is continuing the fisheries work in the Andamans. 

Unsuitability of the New Five-Rupee and Ten-Rupee (Currency 

Notes. 

lOOK. *Mr. Nabakumar Sing Dudhoria ; Will Government be pleased 

to state : 

(a) whether their attention has been directed to the fact that the 
new notes of five-rupee and ten-rupee denominations are 
flimsy, very small in size and easily liable to damage and 
deterioration ; 

(h) whether they are aware that people in the interior of the country 
hesitate to take them because they are easily lost or spoilt ; 

(c) whether they are aware that the printing of the number at 
one corner is an inconvenience to the trading community ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : (a) Government have 
received certain complaints regarding the new five-rupee and ten- 
rupee notes. 

(h) Government have no information on this point. 

(c) Payment can be made on a mutilated note even if the number is 
not identifiable provided that the missing portion is too small to be used 
in support of any other claim under the Rules. It is only in the case 
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of a cut half note that the iniinbor niusl be clearly identifiable on the 
portion presented by the claimant. The new desi?>n will therefore not 
adversely affect people wliose notes suffer accidental damage. 

Demotion op certain Inspectors op Crews, East Indian Railway. 

1009. *Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali : (a) With reference to the 
information laid on the table of this House in reply to stixrred question. 
No. 646 of 6th March, 1933, will Government be pleased to state whether 
an 3 '’ notice of discharge or order communicating the terms of abolition of 
the Crew .system was ever served on the Inspectors of Crews, East Indian. 
Railway, in terms of their agreenn^nt of employment ? If not, why not ? 

(h) Was any option to serve on reduced pay and allowances ever 
given to these Insjiectors of Crews as an alternative tn discharge ? If not, 
why not ? 

(c) How long can a system be treated as temporary’ and is it a fact 
that the Railway Board at one of their meetings with the All-India Railway- 
meirs Federation expressed the opinion that no temporary or probationary 
period would exceed three years, so that the penson recruited as such may 
not be turned out as over-age and his future career marred for any other 
Government service 1 If so, what consideration was given to those of the 
Inspectors of Crews, who have exceeded the age-limit, in respect of their 
age, in the new appointments under the Moody-Ward scheme * 

{d) Is it a fact that the Divisional i?u])erintcndeut. East Indian Rail¬ 
way, Howrah, confirmed the appointments of Inspectors of Crews— vide his 
letter No. E.11.C.-202(13!28, dated 25th April, 1930, which reads Please 
note that you are confirmed as Line Inspector of Crews on Rs. 150 in the 
grade Hs. 150~~10—200 ? If so, how far is the answer given to question 
No. 646 {h) (ii), i.c., “ none of them were confirmed correct ? 

(e) Is it a fact that there is a break in the services of these Inspectors of 
Crews covering the period between the date of the abolition of the Crew 
system and that of their appointment under the new system on reduced 
pay ? If so, how do Government propose to condone it ? 

hffr. P. B. Bau : With your permission. Sir, I propose to reply to 
questions Nos. 1009 and 1010 together. I have called for information 
and will lay a reply on the table in due course. 

Demotion op ce»tain Inspectors of Crews, East Indian Railway. 

flOlO. *IIr. Muhammad Azhar Ali : (a) Are Government aware 
whether there is any difference between the nature of duties and responsi¬ 
bilities of the Inspectors of Crews under the Crew system and the 
Inspectors of Tickets under the new scheme on the East Indian Railway, 
which warranted the abolition of the former and the creation of the latter t 
If not, what were the specific reasons for not confirming these Inspectors of 
Crpws from the date they entered the Government service under the Crew 
system 1 

(h) Is it a fact that the temporary service of these Inspectors of Crews 
Ujader the Crews system is reckoned as continuous with their present 
permanent service under the new scheme towards leave and gratuity ! 


tPor answer to this question, tee tatnweif to question No. 1009. 
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(f) Is it a i'ai't tliat th(^ normal channel of promotion and recruitment 
of The ticket cheeking? staff is as laid down in the rules for the recruitment 
and training? of subordinate staff issued by the Railway Board ? If so, 
what were the special rejisons for appointing these inspeeffnrs of Crews on 
the abolition of the Crew system in grades higher than the lowest open 
under the new scheme ? 

(d) Is it a fact that the following Inspectors of (Vews under the Crew 
system were absorbed under the iVIoody-Ward scheme on salaries equivalent 
or higher than those drawn by them in the Crew system ; 

(i) M. Latif, Chief Inspector, Crews, fixed as Chief Inspector, 
Tickets ; 

(it) A. Ct. Khan, Tnsp#*ctor of Crews, fixed as Senior Inspector, 
Tickets ; 

(m) C. Dunwell, Insptvloi <»!* Cn\\s, fixed as Senior Inspector, 
Tickets ? 

If so, why 1 

Memorial of the Inspicctors op Crews, East Indian Railway. 

1011. *Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali : (a) Is it a fact that an advanced 
copy of a memorial from the Inspectors of Crows, submitted in April, 1933, 
has* been received by the Agent, East Indian Railway, Calcutta t If so, 
what action had b(*en taken by the said officer ? 

(h) Is it a fact that the memorial addressed to the Agent, East Indian 
Railway, Calcutta, submitted by these Inspectors of Crews in April, 1933, 
through the proper channel has been withheld by the resi)ective Divisional 
Superintendent ? If so, why and under w’hat rules V 

Mr. P. R. Rau : Oovernment have no information, but are sending 
a copy of the question to the Agent, East Indian Railway, for any action 
that may be necessary. 

Modification of Recruitment Rules op the Government of India 

Secretariat Staff. 

1012. *Mr. Uppi Saheb Bahadur : (a) Is it a fact that in temporary 
or officiating vacancies in the First and Second Divisions in Departments of 
the Government of India Secretariat, men holding permanent posts in the 
lower grades, who have qualified for the higher grades at one of the 
examinations held by tJie Public Service Commission, are promoted to the 
higher grades ? 

(h) Is it a fact that these departmental men, who have thus been 
promoted to the liigher grades in the temporary or officiating vacancies, are 
required to perform work of a much higher responsibility than that required 
in their permanent posts ? 

(c) Is it also a fact that these men generally continue to officiate in 
the higher grades for a number of years ? 

(d) Is It a fact that, when these temporary or officiating vacancies 
become permanent, they are given to young nominees of the Public Service 
CommLssioii who have had absolutely no past experience of Secretariat work, 
and the experienced departmental men, who had actually officiated in those 



QUJESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 


1761 


temiiorary or oificiating vacancies for a number of years, have thus 
to revert to the lower grades ? 

(fO Are Government prepared to consider the desirability of modify¬ 
ing the; re<n‘nitnient rules as early as possible ? 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : Dt parlments have a large 
measure of discretion in filling lein])orary and officiating vacancies, and 
] understand that in the great majority of eases they give these 
vacaindes to departmental men. I have no reason to si.ip|)ose, however, 
that such vacancies usually last for a number of years, nor can I 
accept the implication that all the men y)romoted temporarily prove fit 
for the higln^r grades. Under the ruhts a proportion of permanent 
vacancies in the First and Second Divisions are filled by the promotion 
of departmental men and the rest by direct recruitment. These rules 
in the opinirm of (lovernment provide adecpiately for the interests of 
(b'partmeiital men, and it is not proposed to alter tliem. 

Rt r.i;s roK liEc’umTMKNT and Training of Subordinate Staff on ^heJ 
East Indian Raiiavay. 

JOi:u *Mr. E. H. M. Bower : (a) In connection with the reply to 
Uieul.-C'olonel Sir Ileiir^’ Gidney’s starred question No. 908 (h), given on 
24lh .Mari h, 19.‘1.‘1, will Government ])lease state whether the Agent of the 
East Indian Railw^ay has since decided to publish in the East Indian Bail- 
tvaxf the rules for the recruitment and training of sub(;i*dinate 

staff on the East Indian Railway ? 

ih) If the answer to part {a) be in the negative, will Government please 
state wh>' these rules are withheld from the staff concerned I 

(c) Do these rules govern the posting of subordinates to ofliciating 
appointments ? 

(d^ If the answer to part (c) be in the negative, do Govern men t pro¬ 
pose t«» issue instructions to the railway authorities concerned to frame the 
neee.ssary rules ? If not, why not ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : With your permission. Sir, 1 propose to reply to 
questions Nos. 1013, 1014 and 1015 together. Government have no 
information, but have forwarded a copy of these questions to the Agent, 
East Indian Railway, for any action tliat may be necessary on the points 
raised in these questions. 

Rules for Recruitment and Traintno of Subordinate Staff on the 
East Indian Railway. 

tl014. •Bfr. E. H. M, Bower : (a) Is it a fact that no provision has 
been made in the rules for the recruitment and training of subordinate 
staff on the East Indian Railway, for tlie appointment and promotion of 
Assistant Trains Examiners and Trains Examiners t 

(h) If the answer to [lart {a) be in the tTffirmative, do Gnyonimcnt pro¬ 
pose to issue instructions to the railway authorities concerned to frame the 
necessary rules ? If not, why not ? 

tFor answer to this question, see answer to queotion No. 1013. 
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Ruj.es for Recruitment and Training op Subordinate Staff on the 
East Indian Railway. 

tl015. *'Mr, E. H. M. Bower : («) 1b it a fact that in the rules for the 
recruitment and training of subordinate staff on the East Indian Railway 
under the caption Guards and the normal channels of their promotions”^ 
mention of Gunner Guards and Pilot Guards has been omitted 1 

(b) Is it a fact that there are different scales of pay for Gunner 
Guards, Pilot Guards and Guards ? 

(c) If the answer to part (h) be in the affirmative, will Government 
please slate the salaries of these posts, Company and State scales being 
set down separately ? 

(i/) Will Government please state why vacancies in the Guards’ list 
are filled in Divisions by recruitment : 

(/) of outsiders without previous exiierience, and 

(/?■) sometimes railway staff from other deparliuents to Uie 
exclusion of Gunner Guards and Pilot Guards ? 

(e) Do Government ])ropose to issue instructions to the railway autho¬ 
rities ecmcc'rned to frame the necessary rules for the promotion of Guniier 
Guards and Pilot Guards : If not, why not 1 

IkreouliAhities in charging Salaries op the Subordinates on the East 

Indian Hailwav. 

1016. *Mr. E. H. M. Bower : (a) Is it a fact that there are cases on 
the East Indian Railway wliere subordinates whose salaries are charged 
against one post, but whose services are utilised for the duties of a 
different post other than in an officiating chain of arrangeiuents or on 
deputation ? 

(/)) Do Government propose to issue instructions to the authorities 
concerned to put a stop to such irregularities ? If not, wliy not ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : (a) Government have no information, but are mak¬ 
ing enquiries. 

(h) There are instructions already in exist(*nce laying down that the 
salary of a Government servant should not be charged against any post 
other than that in which he is working. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai : Ten days noliee is given in order to get 
inform;'.lion and not to say that Government have no information. 

Mr. P. R. Rau : The information which Ilonourahle Meinl)(*rs want 
sometimes lakes much longer time than ten days U) collect. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : Is it quite legitimate for Government to say 
that the 3 ^ are collecting information, but it is not correct to say that 
the.y have got no information ? Government is supposed to have 
information on all matters under their control. 

Mr. P. R. Rau : I am not aware that the Government ever pretended 
to be omniscient. 


tFoT answer to this question, seo aoliiwer to queitioii No. 191S. 
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1017. *Mr. E. H. M. Bower : (a) Is a common seniority list main¬ 
tained on the East Indian Railway in order that promotions to posts as 
they fiilJ vacant may be filled by the senior employees instead of by promo¬ 
tion being <!onfined to subordinates in any one particular Division in which 
the vacancy occurs f 

(h) Is it a rule that vacancies in any one Division must bo filb?d by 
employees in that Division to the exclusion of other suitable employees 
worki.ng in other Divisions and in the Head Office at Calcutta t 

(e) If the answer to part {b) be in the negative, wit] Government 
please slate which ])Osts are to be filled from among the employees on the 
several D‘ivisi(»ns and the Head Office staff ? 

Mr. P. R. Ran : I have called for certain information and will lay a 
rei)ly on the table of the House in due course. 

WrXFARE ScifEMRS ON THE EasT TnDIAN KaILWAY. 

101S. *Mr. E. H. M. Bower : (a) Is there a welfare scheme operating 
on the East' Indian Railway by means of welfare committees posted on 
the Divisicms for the benefit of subordinate staff t 

{h) Is it a fact that the subordinate staff of the Calcuttn Head Office 
do not ])articipatc in the welfare scheme V 

(c'i If the answer to part (h) be in the affirmative, do Government 
proj)ose to issin* instructions to include this category of employees in the 
welfare scheme ? If not, why not V 

Mr. P. R. Rau : ia) Goverumenl are aware that a system of Welfare 
Comnntte«‘s is in operation on certain Mechanical Workshops and on 
cert<ain Division.s of the East Indian Railway. 

(b) und (r). Government have no information on this ])oint. 
But T am MMuliiig a eopy of the (pie.stion and the reply thereto to the 
Agent, East Indian Railway, for such action as he may consider necessary. 

Sriiin:,\ni:i{ of the Post of Tkansfortation Inspector, <\i.\jmeroial, on 
THE East Indian Railway. 

1019. *Mr. E. H. M. Bower : (a) Will Government I'llease state 

whether the Deputy Chief Gommereial Manager. Plaims ami Refunds, 
of the Ea‘‘t Indian Iviuhvay. siirrendep'd, a.s a lueasinr of economy, the post 
of Trans])ortation Inspector, (’omniereial. grade Rs.* 280^—20—500, 
at tael led to Jiis office ? 

(0) Is it a fact that on the reeommeiidatioii of tlie same official, the 
Agent lias sanctioned tlie creation of two new posts, namely, 

(i) Clerk Grade I Rs. 170—218 ? 

(it) Clerk Special Grade Ks. 160—220 f If so, why ? 

Mr. P. B. Rail : Government have no information. These matters 
are entirely within the competence of the Agent, East Indian Raihvay, 
to whom I have sent a copy of the question. 
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Forctklb Acquisition of a Bungalow by Military Estate Officer in 

Peshawar. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : (a) Have Government received the 
following telegram on or about tlie 16tli September, 19311, from 
Mrs. Tekooram, Pe.shawar ? 

“ III absonco luy son ill at Miirriv Military- Estate Olfieor forcibly 

taking possession our bungalow, H Fort Road, turned out myself and servants posted 
mililary guard all my jeweller\' and valuables in bungalow, pray stoj) sueli higli- 
handness .allowing us reasonable time according section 18, clause (2) Land Acx]ui8ition 
Act and section 38, Revenue Circular No. .'54 to make other arrangements.” 

(b) Are Government prepared to make an enquiry and state I he fticts 
of the case, and the sUq)s taken tn prevent hardships f 

Mr. O. R. F. Tottenham : (a) Yes. 

(?;) Government liave no information as to the fnets, but 1 may inform 
the Honourable Menitier tliat, as soon as f received the telegram on 
Saturday, even before receiving notice of his question, I telegraphed to the 
Military Estate Officer asking for a full report, and adding that the 
occupant of a house wliich was being acquired under the Land Acquisition 
Act must be sliown every reasonable consideration. If tlie Honourable 
Member wishes, 1 will lay a further statement on the table as .soon as the 
report has been reeeivi'd and considered. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : 1 have also received a similar telegram ; 
and 1 sliall be very grateful if the Honourable the Army Secretary will 
communicate the result of the enquiry, at a later date, on the floor of the 
House, and see that such preventable hardshi}) do not occur in canton¬ 
ment areas 

Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham ; I am certainly prepared to do that. 


T\VSTARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Certain Ai.terattons in “ I) Type Orthodox Quarters in New Delhi. 

103. Manlvi Muhammad Shafi Daoodi : (a) Are Government aware 
that the inner court-yards of the “ D ” type orthodox quarters in 
New Delhi are very^ small and the pie.seuce of a latrine on one side of 
them makes them still smaller tjn<l illcon^enle^lt for those who occupy 
them during the .summer months ? 

(b) Is it a fact that there is no separate room for servants in these 
quarters ? 

(c) Is it also a fact that the question of the stoppage of the Simla 
exodus is under the consideration of Government ? 

(d) If the replies to parts (a), (b) and (c) be in the affirmative, do 
Government propose to consider the de.sirability of enlarging tlie court¬ 
yards and providing a room for servants on the opposite side of the latrine 
in the now quarters that are going to be built in New Delhi ¥ 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : (a) The smallest courtyard in 
the “ D ** type orthodox quarters in New Delhi h^s an area of 400 sq. feet, 

( 1754 ) 
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an area which is considered to be sufficient for all reasonable requirements 
during the summer months. 

(b) No. 

(c) Government have reached no decision beyond that stated on page 
23 of the Summary of the Results of Retrenchment Operations in Civil 
Expenditure, copies of which are in the Library. 

(d) The suggestions received from tenants regarding these quarters 
have been incorporated in the new plans so far as they are consistent witli 
reasonable economy. 

Ahkanoemexts for Medical Treatment op Indian Clerk.s in New Delhi. 

104. Bao Bahadur M. C. Rajah : (a) With reference to the reply 
given to the starred question No. 1216 in this House on the 22nd March, 
1929, will Government please state what improvements have since then 
been made in the arrangements for medical treatment of Indian clerks 
in New Delhi ? 

(bj Is it a fact that a civil and military dispensar>^ specially for 
Government servants like the one at Simla, has not been opened and that 
the small dispensary opened near the Indian clerks’ quarters in 1929 has 
been closed ? 

(r) Do Government prcqxwic to open a separate dispensary for out* 
dooi* i)atieiits at a eentraJ place near the Indian clerks’ quarters / If so, 
when If not, why not 

Mr. G. 8. Bajpai ; {a) The Combined Hospital. New Delhi, has since 
been transferred to its new building in a more central i)lace and i.^ now 
called the Civil Hospital, New Delhi. It has accommodation for indoor 
])atient.s, both Indians and Europeans. A new wing to be called 
Travaiicore Wing is being a<lded to this Hospital for better class Indian 
and European patient.s and is expected to be ready for occupation by the 
1st November, 1933. It lias also been decided tliat the Military" Assistant 
f^inrgeoii and the Civil Assistant Surgeon, who attend on Government 
servants in Simla, should move down to Delhi during the winter months 
to attend on the migratory staff of the Government of India. Owing to 
tJie increased poimlation in the Barakhamba area, a dispensary has been 
started under the charge of a Sub-Assistant Surgeon from the Civil 
Hospital. 

(h) Yes. 

(c) Tile attention of the Honourable Member is invited to the reply 
given to parts (c) and (d) of his unstarred question No. 84 on the 16lh 
September, 1933. 

Ele(’tric Light in ** D ” Type Quarters in New Delhi. 

105. Bao Bahadur M. C. Bajah : (a) With reference to the reply 
given to the starred question No. 707 in the Legislative A.sscmbly on the 
23rd Sejitember, 1929, will Government please state whether an extra 
electric point has been installed in the “ D ” class qiiartei’s in New Dellii ? 
If not, when do they propose to do it f 

L30t;LAD . 
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.(6) ft a fatrt that electric points have been provided in the bath¬ 
rooms and lavatories in the lowest class quarters for Indian clerics at 
Simla ? 

(c) If the reply to (b) be in the affirmative, when do (joverniuent 
propose to ])rovide similar i)oints in the New Delhi quarters ? 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : (a) No. The additional electric 
points will be provided when funds are available for the purpose. 

(b) A certain number of clerks* quarters are supplied with electric 
points in bath rooms. 

(r) The answer is contained in the reply to part (a) of tlie question. 


CONSTRITCTION OP QUARTERS IN XkW DeLUI. 


106, Rao Bahadur M. C, Rajah : (a) With reference to the reply 
given to unstarred question No. 484 in the Legislative Assembly on the 
8rd April, 1929, will Government please state whether unortl-odox quarters 
have been constructed in New Delhi for clerks drawing h*ss than Its. 225 ? 
If not, when do they propose to construct them ? 

(b) Is it a fact that Government have sanctioned the construction of 
new residential quarters in New Delhi ? If so, how many of each class, 
where and when are they to be constructed ? 


The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : (a) The reply to the first part 
is in the affirmative ; the second part does not arise. 


(b) Yes ; Government have 
quarters of the following types : 

A 

B 

C 

D 

H • • 


sanctioned the construction of 670 


9 

61 

151 

299 

150 


670 


It is proposed to build the quarters, as soon as possible, on vacant 
sites in the developed area in New Delhi and in th^ undeveloped area 
between the old city wall and the main railway line in the vicinity of the 
Govielrnment Press. 

Liquidation of the Indarprasth Stores, Dei in. 

107. Rao Bahadur M. C. Rajah : With reference to the reply given 
to the starred qiiestion No. 719 in the Legislative Assembly on the 23rd 
September, 1929, will Government please state whether the liquidation of 
Indarprasth Stores, Ltd., Delhi, is now complete ? If not, do Govern- 
meiii propose to enquire into the cause of ten years’ delay ? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : An enquiry has been made and 
the result w ill be furnished to the House in due course. 







UNSTARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 
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New Pension Rules op the Government op India. 

108. Bao Bahadur M. 0. Bajah : With reference to the reply gived 
to the starred question No. 721 in the Legislative Assembly on the 23rd 
September 1929, will Government please state how the question of new 
pension rules utands at present ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : It has been decided that the 
proposal to frame new pension rules for present members of the Services 
is imi)rac‘tieal)le but new pension rules for those in the category of new 
entrants are now under consideration. 

IIoTTSE Rent Aij.owance granted to the Government op India Stafp in 

New Delhi. 

109. Bao Bahadur M. C. Bajah : Wil] Government pJease state if 
they allow liouse rent alloAvanee to the clerical establishments of the 
Government of India offices if they make their private residential arrange¬ 
ments in New Delhi for want of Government quarters ? If so, what are 
the rules for it ? 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : Yes. Clerks residing in private 
houst*s in New DelJii wlm unsueeessfully apply for Government quarters, 
or who, if residing singly, are unable to obtain accommodation in the 
Chiiinmerie.s in New Delhi, are eligible for a house rent allowance. The 
amount of the alUiwaiiei^ (lei)eiuls on tlie amount by which the rent paid 
by th(* clerk exe<*e(ls 10 per cMUit. of bis emoluments and is subject to a 
niaximuiu laid down in the Ilorae Department Resolution No. 10B9-C., 
dated the 23rd February, 1918, a copy of which has been placed in the 
Library of the House, 

Shops on Raird Road, New Delhi. 

110. Bao Bahadur M. C, Bajah : (a) Will Government please state i 

(i) What is the number of municipal shops on the Baird Road 
in New Delhi ; (it) how many of them were vacant on the 
1st January, 1933, and on the Ist August, 1933 ; (m) how 
many of them have not yet been let for the year commenc¬ 
ing from September, 1933 ? 

(h) Are Government aware that all the private shops in the same line 
were occupied last year and have been let for the next year also ? 

(c) Are Government aware that the vacancy of municipal shops is 
due to rents being higher than their worth T 

(d) Is it proposed to reduce the rents of the municipal shops to 
prevent loss of revenue to the municipality due to vacancies ? If so, 
when ? If not, why not ? 

Mr. O. 8. Bajpai : The attention of the Honourable Member is 
invited to the reply given to Mr. S. G. Jog’s starred question No. 739 
on the 7th September, 1933. 

Income-tax and Super-tax paid by the TE^A-PtANTEaw in Assam. 

Lala Bameshwar Prasad Bagla ; Will Government kindly state 
the total amount paid by the tea-planters in Assam as income-tax and 
sui>er-tax ? 

L302LAD b2 
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The Honourable Sir Oeorge Sehuster : The information is being 
obtained and will be laid on the table in due course. 

Re-Introduction op the Coupon System on the Railways. 

112. Lala Rameshwar Prasad Bagla : (a) Are Government aware 
that during the General Discussion on the Railway Budget some Members 
suggested the re-introduction of the coupon system for the benefit of both 
the Government and the public ? 

{!)) Will Government please state if they have paid any attention to 
the abovesaid suggestion ? If not. have they considered whether it is 
desirable to give effect to tlie suggestion no'w ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : (a) Yes. 

(b) The coupon system is in operation on certain railways. Govern¬ 
ment are not prepared to press for its extension on the other railways, 
most of whom have tried it out and discontinued it both on Jiecount of 
certain abuses that had arisen and because they w^re of opinion that the 
grant of this concession did not bring them anj' additional traffic. 

In this connection, I would refer the Honourable Member to the rei)ly 
given to Mr. Thampan to question No. 646 on the 22nd September, 1932. 

Provision of an Orthodox Restaurant at Cawnpore: C’entrvi, Station. 

113. Lala Rameshwar Prasad Bagla : (a) Is it a fact that represen¬ 
tations for a restaurant at the Cawnpore Central Station for the bi'Uefit of 
tile orthodox community iiave been made to the Railway autiiorilies by 
Cawnpore people ? 

{h) If the reply to the above question be in the affirmati'-.‘, wliat act ion 
have the autliorities eoneerned tahen or i)ro])ose to take in that j-esi).‘et ? 

I'r) Are CTOvernniciit aware that such a restaurant has been provided 
at "Moghal Sarai ? If so, are they ])repared to consider the desirability of 
making the same arrangement at Cawnpore central station as at Moghul 
Sarai ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau ; Government have no information but have sent a 
copy of the question to the Agent, East Indian Railway, for any action 
that may be necessary. 

Income from Income-tax and Super tax from each Province. 

114. Lala Rameshwar Prasad Bagla : (a) Will Government kindly 
inform the House of the amount of the income from the income-tax in each 
province separately during the last three years ? 

(h) Will Government kindly state the income from the super-tax for 
the last three years from each Province ? 

(c) Will Government be pleased to state the increase in the revenue 
from the surcharge ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : (a), (h) and (c). A statement 
is laid on the table. 



Income-tax (excluding Surcharge*). Supt^riax (excluding Surcharge). Surcharge (Income-tax and 

Supertax). 



But includihg tax on incomes below Rs. 2,000 in 1931-32 and 1932-33. 
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FiiJiiNG UP OP Vacancies in the Imperial Council of Agricultural 

Research. 

115. Haji Ghaudhury Muhammad Ismail Khan : (r; ) Is it a fact that 
in the officiating vacancies in the First and Second Divisions of the 
clerical establishment of the Imperial Council of Agricultural Research, 
departmental promotions are made from Lower Divisions ! 

(h) IIo\v many such vacancies have occurred in the Department during 
the last two years, and what are the names of the clerks wlio were appointed 
in those vacancies ? 

(c) Is the seniority in service or in the Department or tlu* fact of 
their having passed the prescribed test for the IMvision hi v.lii<*li such 
vacancies occur taken into consideration wJieiiever such vacancies occur ? 
If not, why not ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : (a) Yes, whenever possible. 

(h) A statement is laid on the table. 

(o) In making departmental promotions due regard is alvrays paid to 
efficiency and seniority. 


StaUmerU showing the number of officutting vaaincies that occurred during 1931-32 and 1932-33 
tfi the Ist and the 2nd divisions and the names of ■persons who were appointed thereto. 


Second Division. 




First Division. 

Year. 

Number 



of 

Names of persons 


officiating 

vacancies. 

appointed. 




1. r Mr. Shamsuddin .. 

Mr. H. G. Thapar 

2. Mr. P. S. Sundaram. 

3. Mr. P. S. Sundaram. 

s Vacant. 

5. ) 

1. Mr. T. S. Krishnamurti 

f Mr. Shamsuddin 
a 1 IMlr. Mohd.. Hussain 


f Mr. Shamsu 
) ]Vfr. Mohd..] 
; Sultan. 

C Mr. Shamoo 


C Mr. Shamoon Ahmed. 
3. Mr, Shamoon Ahiped.’ 


Names of persons 
appointed. 


^Mr. N. li. Srinavasan. 
\ Mr. Kasturi Lai. 

; Mr. Mohamed Sana- 
C ullah. 


2. Mr. Kasturi Lai. 

3. Mr. K. Narayanis- 
swami. 

4. Mr. Mufti Abdul Latif. 


5, 6 and 7. Vacant, 
ft. Ramji Das Mohindra.. 

8 1. Mr. B. Ghatterji. 

2. Mr. Ramji Das. 
g i Mr. Ramji Das. 

) Mr. N. B. Srinavasan. 

4. Mr. N. R. Srinavasan. 

.5, 6, 7 and 8. Vacant. 
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Staff sfrviko ttndkr the Itviperial CorNciL or Aouioultcral Research 

IN (T)NNE<*T10N WITH LoClJST CAMPAIGN. 

116. Haji Chaudhury Muhammad Ismail Khan : (a) What is the 
total f)!' dc'rical and t^'clniical ostahlishnunit sorvinf? in connection 

A\ith the c'aiiipaijrn under tlio Imperial (-oiineil of Af?ricultural 

Resoareh ? How many are ^Vriislirns ? 

{h) How niany niemhers of the sta/f hold ])ermanent ap])f»intnient.s 
under (lovernment '! How many of them are Muslims, and how many 
Hindus ? 

((•) Is it a faet that the present Locust Research p]ntoinolo*?ist holds 
fi pennaiK'Tit post under the Madras Government ? What is his substan¬ 
tive ])ay nr)d(‘r tliat Government, and what iner<*ase in jiay has he been 
priven on his temporary tran.sfer under the Imperial (‘ouncil of A"ricultural 
Roseareli ? 

(d) Is it a fact that since last year there have been few locust invasions 
in the country ? 

(r) If the reply to part (rl) be in the affirmative, on what work are 
the Locust Entomolof?ist and his staff employed ? 

(/) Do the TinfK*rial Council of Agricultural Research propose to 
finish the locust cainpaifrn, and disband the staff employed in connection 
therewith as early as possible ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : (a) The total strength of clerical and technical 
establishment is 13 ; eiprht Hindus and five Muslims. 

(h) Four : two Muslims and tivo Hindus. 

(r) Yes. His substantive pay under the Madra.s Government at the 
time of his transfer to the Imperial Council of Agricultural Research was 
Rs. 625 and he was «;iven an inci*ease of Rs. 375 which included compensa¬ 
tion for the hifrh cost of livinpr in Baluchistan. His present substantive pay 
under the ^Madras Government is Rs. 675. 

(d) Yes. 

(e) The Locust Research staff i.s enjy^ed on a biological and ccf)K)i'ical 
study of the Desert Locust in those of its permanent or seini-perinanent 
breedinfc prrounds which lie within the Frontiei*s of India. The object of 
this work is to ascertain the conditions which lead to the swarminj? and 
miprration which result in locust visitations ; to ascertain to what extent 
the locusts which periodically cause damage in Northem India are bred 
within Indian limits and where the invadinj? swarms orip:inate ; to devise 
methods by which w’aniiiifr of comiii<r visitations may be obtained in future 
so that control mcasure.s may be organised in good time ; and, if possible, 
to devise means of dealing with future locust visitations before they 
become wide-spread. Improved control measures are also being studied so 
far as conditions ])ermit. Information of locust movements, and the 
results of research on loisusts, iii oHier coiintriea, are regularly obtained and 
studied with reference to Indian conditions. 

(/) The Imperial (■oiinciLof . Agricultural Research.has not financed 
a campaign of locust control operations at any time but, as explained in 
the answer to part ((p\ finances only a locust research scheme. It Is not 
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proposed to discontinue this work at present which has proved very bene- 
iicial. Expenditure of money on locust research in the period between 
visitations is well justified. 

REfiEAKCH Work on behalf op the Imperial CouncUj op Aoriculturali 
Research done at Agra. 

117. Haji Chaudhnry Muhammad Ismail Khan : (cr) Is it a fact that 
certain research work on behalf of the Imperial Council is beins? done 
at Ai?ra ? 

(1)'] What is the nature of that work, and under whose supervision is 
it beinir done ? Hoav many are beings employed thereon, and how many 
of them are ^Muslims V 

(r) Does the Imperial Couneil of Asrrienltural Research satisfy itself 
pericKlically that the work is being: done on proper lines ? 

(d) In what way does the Imperial Council satisfy itself that the 
Kraut given by it to private imlividuals, bodies, or Indian States is spent 
in tile proper manner ? 

(e) Are the Imjierial Council ]>repared to consider the advisability of 
having such accounts audited more fully ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : (a) and (?>). The Imperial Council of Agricul¬ 
tural Itesearcli has given a grant to the Ihiited Provinces Government for 
mycoiogical resear<‘li work on cereal Rusts at Agra. The work is being 
(lone uiidei the supervision of Dr. K. C. Mehta, M.Sc., Ph.D., Professor 
of Botany, Agra College, Agra. There are five Assistants and one clerk 
employed under tlie scheme, none of whom is a Muslim. It is re|>orted 
tliat no Muslim Assistants with iiecc*ssary qualifications in Mycology were 
available. 

(e) Yes. 

(fJ) Tlie Council receive annnallj' progress reports on all schemes 
financed by it and these reports are examined by the Advi.sory Board and 
laid before the Governing Body of the (’ouncil with the Advi.sory Board 
recommendations. The Vice-('hairman and Expert Advisers of the 
Council visit from time to time the research institutions and stations where 
scliemes financed by the Council are in progress. 

(c) Accounts are audited in accordance with the bye-laws of the 
Council which are considered quite sufficient for the purpose. A copy of 
the bye-laws will be found in the Library of the House. 

Tours of Officers op certain Departments. 

118. Haji Chaudhury Muhammad lamail Khan : (a) Is it a fact that 
the officers of the following departments are constantly touring : 

(i) Indian Stores Department ; 

(ii) Audit Office, Indian Stores Department ; 

(Hi) the Imperial Council of Agricultural Research ; and 

(iv) the Central Board of Revenue T 

(h) Will Ghovemment please state the number of occasions on which 
each officer of the above* offices has gone on tour during 1932-33, and the 
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period for which each has remained absent from the Headquarters each 
time 7 What was the purpose of each tour 7 

(c) Will Government please state the reasons for the enormous ex¬ 
penditure on such tours in these days of financial stringency ? How 
far have the recommendations of the Retrenchment Committee been observed 
in this respect 7 

The Honourable Sir Gkorge Schuster : (a) Some of the ofheers of 
the Departments mentioned do tour but not constantly. 

(h) Government do not consider that the value of the information 
asked for would be commensurate Avilh the labour and time which would 
l)c involved in its collectif»n. 

(r) Tlie General Purposes Rctrencljment Suh-Cornmitt<v* did not 
make any recommendation as to r(*stricting touring as a general proposi¬ 
tion, i)ut as a r€‘sult of the retrenelinieiit eainpaign budget provisions for 
travelling allowance were reduced ainl touring lia.s consequently to be 
restricted to the reduced budget provision. Government consider that 
touring is absolutely essential in certain cases and they are satisfied that 
unnecessary touring is not done. 

Staff laifloyi:!) on the “ Research Side of the Imperial Council, 
OF Agru’Ultural Research. 

119. Haji Chaudhury Muhammad Ismail Khan : (a) What is the 
number of the Headquarters staff employed on the ‘ research side ’ of the 
Imperial Council of Agricultural Research 7 

(/>) Is it a fact that some of this staff are getting Rs. 100 per mensem, 
and others Rs. 75 per mensem ? 

(c) Is it a fact that a clerk of the ' research side ' who was getting 
Rs. 100 per men.sem has recently been given an inerement of Rs. 20 in his 
pay ? If so, has this increment been given to him for some additional 
duties or responsibilities ? 

(d) Is it a fact that another clerk on the ‘ research side ’ who was 
drawing Rs. 75 per mensem has recently been given an increment of Rs. 5 
in his pay 7 

(>) Is it a fact thrit a third clerk ivho is drawing Rs. 75 per mensem 
and who had an equal claim for an increment, has been given no increment 
at all 7 

(/) Have the increments referred to above been given according to 
some definite scales 7 If not, on what basis or on what merit have they 
been given 7 

Bfr. G. B. Bajpai : (a) Twenty eight (two gaeetted officers, 17 clerks 
and nine inferior servants). 

(b) Yes, 

(c) A clerk who ivas drawing a pay of Rs. 100 Was promoted to 
the more responsible post of an Assistant on Rs. 120. 

(d) Yes ; the increment was granted in consideration of particularly 
good work. 

(e) No. 
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(/) The post of Assistant referred to in the answer to part (c) was 
newly created. To tiie cf^se referred to in the answer to part (d) the 
increment was fixed at a li<rure considered suitable. 

Statlstioai, Section of the Tmpekial Council of AoincrLTUifxVL 

Research. 

120. Haji Chaudhury Muhammad Ismail Khan : (a) Is it a fact tliat 
under the Im])erial Council of Agrricultnral Research, tliere is a separate 
Statistical Section “■ 

(?>) What are its functions ? 

(r) Is it a fact tliat the section is composed of a hiirlily jiairl Statis¬ 
tician, an Assistant Statistician, and a clerk ? 

(d) Are Government satisfied that the statistical work of tlie Imperial 
Council suflieieiitly justifies the exLstencc of these three officers ? 

(r) Did the Tmjierial Council consider the possibility of {i^etting the 
work done throuj»li the office of the Director-General of Commercial 
Intellif^ence and Statistics ? 

(/) Is it a fact that the rate of increment of the pay of tin* Statistician 
is Rs. ;30 ? Is this the rate of increment ordinarily allowed to a member 
of an all-India Service or a Central Service ? 

((/) lias the ])ost of tbe Statistician been considered as important and 
responsible as any of tlie services referred to at (/) above ? 

(h) In view of the fact that Government are seriously considering the 
question of a g(*neral reduction in the scales of pay of every service, was 
not a lower rate of increment in the pay of the Statistieian coiisidered 
sufficient or desirable ? If not, why not ? 

(i) Are Government jireparecl to consider the advisability of keeping 
a close watch over the manner in which funds of the Imperial Ojuiicil of 
Agricultural Research arc being administered ? 

Mr. O. S. Bajpai : (o) Yes. 

(h) The functions and duties of Ihe section are : 

1. The mathematical and statistical interpretation of the results 

of agricultural experiments wdth special reference to field 
experiments, yield trials, raanurial exjieriments and the 
working up of other biological data. 

2. To assist agricultural research workers, whether employed 

under Provineial Governments or on research scliemes of 
the Council, in the proper planning and interpretation of 
field exjieriments. 

3. The Statistical examination hf data connected wdth live-stock. 

4. To render general statistical assistance to the Imperial Coun¬ 

cil of Agricultural Research Department in the course of 
its W'Ork. 

5. To enquire into problems of agricultural statistics. ' 

(c) The section is composed of We Statistician on Rs. 600, one 
Statistical Assistant on Rs. 180, one clerk on Rs. 75 and one pfeon bh 
Rs. 15 per mensem. . 
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(d) Yes. 

(e) Yes. Th(^ section was established after consultation with the 
Director-General of Commercial Tntellij^ence and Statistics. 

(/)» (u) ^*iid (/?). The Statistician whose post is important and 
responsible* was recruited in IIKIO on Hs. 450 per mensem and was 
granted an incivunent of Hs. 50 (ni completion of one year’s service, 
lie was jilaeed in charge of the Siiatistical 8ection established in 1932, 
and his pMv was fixed at lis. 550—000 with due regard to the nature of 
the duties to be j>erformed l)y him. 

(/} (i(»verfiment are satisfi»?d that the grant made by them to the 
OouneiJ i> projierly administered. 

IbjNl’S PAID TO POLlCY-IIoLDF.US UY POSTAL IxsrR/vN'CL. 

121. Rao Bahadur B. L. Patil : (n) Will Governmi'nt plccise state 
what bonus they have paid from time to time to policy-holders of postal 
insurance during the last 12 years ? 

{h 'f What amount (all told) has so far been paid to policy-holders 
since the establishnu'nt of the ])ostal insurance and what amount has been 
ke}>t in reserve out of the profits ? 

(c) IIow do Government propose to dispose of these profits kept in 
reserve ? 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : The information is being col¬ 
lected and will be laid on the table of the House in due course. 


MESSAGES FROM THE COUNCIL OF STATE. 

Secretary of the Assembly : Sir. two Messages have been received 
from tin* (’ouncil of State. The first Message is as follows : 

“ T am tlinvttMl to inform you that the Message from the Legislative Assembly 
to the (louueil of State desiring their eoiieurrenoe in the Resolution recommending that 
the Bill to constitute a Reserve Bank of India, be committed to a Joint Committee of 
the (’onneil of State and of the Legislative Assembly, Avith instructions to report on 
or before the 20th Xovembor, 1033, and that the .Toint Committee do consist of 28 
members, was considered by the Cenneil of St;ite at their meeting held on the 16th 
September, 1033, and that tin* Resolution was coiieurred in by the Council.’^ 

Sir. Iht* scconrl M«*ssagc runs thus : 

** I am directed to inform you ^liat tlie >fessage from the Legislative Assembly 
to the Cfjuncil of State desiring their eoncurrciice in the Resolution recommending that 
the Bill further t(» amend the lnip<’rial Hank of India Act, 1020, for certain purposes, 
be committ<*d to a .Toint f’ommittee of the CouikmI of State and of the Legislative 
Assembly with instructions to rej»ort on or befc>re the 20th November. 1033, and that the 
Joint rommittt(‘e do consi.st of member.^, was considered by the Council of State 
at thejr mi'.eting. lield o!i the 16th September, 1033, and that the Resolution was con¬ 
curred in by the Council.” 


STATEMENTS T.ATD ON THE TABLE. 

The .Honourable Bir Joseph Bhore (Member for Commerce and 
Railwnys) : Sir, T lay on the table the information promised in reply to 
starred questions Nos. 308. 309, 310, 311, 312 and 313 asked by Mr. M. 
Maswood Abtnad on the 31st August. 1933. 
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Absence of Muslim Officers in the Calcutta Port Trust. 


lOS. (a) Yes. 

b) Yes. 

0 

Number. 

Peroeniage, 

Europeans and Anglo-Indians 

20S 

88.89 

Ilimlus 

2.1 

30.08 

^Luslims 

XU 

.00 

Others 

1 

.43 


— 

— 


2:t4 

100 


(<?) and (ff). Many of the posts require tiualifieations not at i>reseut ])OSKCSsdd 
by Inrlians, for example there are 47 posts for which the inenmbents require a Master 
Mariner’s Certifieate. With regard to other posts, the Commissioners have in their 
service Indians capable of rising to higher appointments now held by Europeans, but 
the rate of promotion depends largely upon retirements. 

(f) and (/). The total number of posts which carry a maximum salary Of 
Rs. .100 or over is 21.3. Of the total number of 2.34 posts referred to in answer to 
part (r), 174 are filled by men with engineering, marine and accountancy qualifications. 

(It ) Government have no information regarding the general educational qualifications 
of the Commissioner’s staff. 


Amount Spent on the Salaries and Allowances of the Officers under 

THE CAIiCUTTA PoBT TbUST. 


*309. Yes. 


Recruitment of Muslims in the Calcutta Port Trust. 

*310. (fl) No. There is a Mussalman Probationer in the Traffic Department. 

w (0. 00. (t«). mi. 

m 2 . 

(V) 3. 

(vi) 42. 

(vii) 100. 

(viii) 13. These figures are approximate and include only men who comb 
under the Fundamental Leave Rules. 

(c) No. 

(J) CO 4. 

(it) and (nO. NU, • ... 

(It;) 1. . . • 

(v) and {vi). Kil. 

(vii) 6. - " ' 
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f (i^) Md (x). Nil. 

(xi) 4. 

(xii) 1. 

(xiii) 144. 

(c) and (/). Vacancies for clerical posts are not advertised, as there is always a 
long waiting list. Vacancies for tn^re senior posts are usually advertised and in these 
ndrertisements the niiniinuiu qualihcations which the candidates must {lossess arc 
always mentioned. 

(ff) No. 


Recruitment op Staff in the Calcutta Port Trust. 

*311. (a) Yes. 

(b) Kuropeans and Anglo-Indians .. .. .. 17 

Hindus .. .. .. .. 107 

Mussalmans .. .. .. .. 20 

(c) No. Except in the case of n small nunilier of high posts the power to make 
appointments to the services under the (?alcutt;i Port Commissioners is vested by law 
in the fJommissioners themselves. 

A copy of tlieac ((uestions and replies W'ill, however, he sent to them. 


Hecruitment of Staff in the Cal('UTta Port Trust. 
*312. (fl) Ves. 

( h ) ( i ) IP. 

(ti^ 1. 


Voi.untary Retirement of Muslim Employees of the Calci tta Port 

Trust. 


♦313. 4. 


Mr. O. S. Bajpai (Sooretary, Departmonl of Education, Health and 
Land«) : Sir, I lay on the table the information promised in reply to 
question No. 740 asked by Mr. S. G. Jog on the 7th September, 1933. 


PUBCHARE OF PkTROL BY THE NeW DeLHI MUNICIPAL COMMITTEE. 
*740. (a) No. 

(b) and (r). Do not arise. 


Major W. K. Praser-Tytler (Foreign Secretary) : Sir, I lay on the 
table the information promised in reply to starred question No. 654 asked 
by Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh on the 5th September, 1933. 
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Service op European Indian Civil Service or other Oppicers lent 
TO Places outside British India. 


1 


Name of the place 
outside British India 

Date from which the 

Serial 

Name of Officer. 

where the services 

services of an officer 

No. 


of an officer have 
been lent. 

have been lent. 


Indian Civil Service Officers, 

1 Capt. A. W. Ibbotson, M.C. 

2 Mr. J. A. Mackeown ^ 

3 Mr. C. G. Herbert 

4 Mr. A. L. Binney .. .. 

5 Mr. T. J. Tasker, O.B.E. 

6 Mr. J. M. Sladen 

7 Mr. G. P. Stewart 

8 Mr. B. G. Holdsworth 

9 Mr* T. Austin, Bar.-at-Law 

Political Department Officers. 

1 Mr. F. V. Wylie, C.I.E. 

2 Major G. P. Hancock, O.B.E., M.C. 

3 Captain W. F. Webb, I.A. 

4 Lt.-Col. K. A. G. Evans-Gordon, 

I.A. 


5 Mr. M. H. Jones 

6 Major P. Gaisford 

7 Lt.-Col. E.J.D. Colvin, C.I.E., 

I.A. 

8 Mr. C. L. Corfield, M.C. 

9 Captain D. R. Smith, I.A. 

10 Major D. de M. S. Fraaer, I.A. .. 


Alwar State 
Bahawalpur State . 
Cochin State 
Hyderabad State . 
Hyderabad State . 
Khairpur State 
Manipur State 
Pudukkottai State 
Travancore State . 

Alwar State 
Bharatpur State 
Bund! State 
Coocb Behar State 

Faridkot State 
I Gwalior State 
Kashmir State 

Rewa State 
Rewa State 
Tonk State 


20th January, 1933. 
11th November, 1929. 
7th October, 1930. 

16th February, 1930. 
February, 1927, 

9th May, 1932. 

1st February, 1932. 
18th November, 1931. 
12th February, 1932. 

16th March, 1933. 

5th May, 1932. 

16th January, 1932. 
Ist April, 1931. 

1st November, 1932. 
1st March, 1929. 

27th February, 1932. 

12th March, 1932. 

16th October, 1932. 
23rd October, 1930. 
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Serial 

1^0-. 

Name (»f Officer. 

Name of the place 
outside British India 
where the services 
of an officer have 
been lent. 

Date from which the 
services of an officer 
have been lent. 


Indian Audit and Accounts Service. 

Mr. J.W. Young. O.B.E. 

Jodhpur State 

10th March, 1923. 

1 

Police Officers. 

Mr. D. G. Holliday (Punjab Police) 

Alwar State 

18th June, 1933. 

2 

Mr. G. D. Perkin 

Benares State 

1st April, 1931. 

3 

Mr. G. VV. Benton 

Hyderabad State .. 

2nd November, 1926. 

4 

Mr. B. C. Taylor 

Indore State 

25th February, 1932. 

5 

Mr. F. S. Yo»inK, C.I.E. (U. P. 

Jaipur State 

Ist May, 1931. 

() 

Police). 

Mr. W. C. Edwards (Indian Pob’ce) 

Junagadh State 

1st October, 1931. 

7 

Mr. Archbold 

Kashmir State 

24th July, 1933. 

8 

Mr. E. G. B. Peel, C.I.E. (Indian 

Kashmir State 

2nd January, 1933. 

9 

Police). 

Mr. A. W. J. Brown (U. P. Police) 

Tonk State 

26th April, 1933. 

10 

Mr. F. W. Garrard, Indian Police. 

Shanghai.. 

22nd December, 1931. 

1 

Bombay. 

Medical Officers, 

Capt. K. B. Gore, I.M.S. 

China 

Slst July, 1930. 

2 

Capt. S. T. Davies, I.M.S. 

Singapore 

23rd January, 1933. 

3 

Dr. W. P. S. MitchoU, M.B.E., 

Bastar State 

5th November, 1910. 

4 

I.M.D. 

Major J. P. Huban, O.B.E., I.M.S. 

Jaipur State 

2nd January, 1932. 

5 

Major L. Oswald 

Rewa State 

Permanent. 

1 

Military Officers, 

Lt.-Col. H. deN. Lucas 

1 

Bhopal State 

1st Oc;ober, 1930. 

2 

Lt.-CoI. C. R. C. Lane, M.C., I.A, 

Hyderabad State .. 

November, 1931. 

3 

Capt. P. B. Sanger 

Kashmir State 

4th February, 1933. 

4 

Capt. F. D. S. Field, M.C., I.A. .. 

Mewar (Udaipur) 

5th April, 1932. 

6 

Capt. W. M. Fairley .. 

State. 

Travancore State .. 

12th September, 1932 
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l 


Name of the place 
outaide Bniish India 

1 

Naim-of Ofiicer. 

wh«»re the eervioas 
of an officer have 

No. 1 


lieen lent. 

- 

Militartj Officers— 


6 

Lt.-Ool. O. F. Turner .. 

Travancore State .. 

7 

U.-C 0 I. M. C. Lake 

Aden 

8 

Capt. B. P. Dicker 

China 

9 

Bt- Major G. T. Wards 

China 

10 

Major R. E. Alderman, 

Iraq 


O.B.E. 

Iraq 

11 

Capt. W. A. Lyon, O.B.E. 

12 

Capt. G. D. Pybus 

Persia 

13 

Capt. H. M. Smyth 

Shanghai.. 

14 

Capt. J. E. Fairlie 

Unit(^d Kingdom .. 

15 

Capt. J. Wilson 

United Kingdom .. 

16 

Major N. G. Hind, M.C. 

United Kingdom .. 

17 

Bt. Lt.-Coi. G. B. Henderson .. 

United Kingdom .. 

18 

Major C. W. Toovey, M.C. 

Unite d Kingdom .. 

19 

Bt. J^t.-Col. J.G. Smyth, V.C., 

United Kingdom .. 

20 

M.C. 

Capt. D. B. Saugster .. 

United Kingdom .. 

21 

Col. H. L. Ismay, C.B., D.S.O. .. 

United Kingdom .. 

22 

Major H. E. Eve, M.C. 

Hong Kong 


Other European Officers, 


1 

Mr. E. N. Fenwick (I. S. E.) 

Bahawalpur State 

2 

Mr. W. S. Bray-Brooke 

Bahawalpur State 

8 

Mr. S. H. Bigsby (I. S. E.) 

Jaipur State 

4 

Mr. S. G. Edgar (1. S. E.) 

Marwar (Jodhpur) 


State. 

6 

Mr. A. G. Dix (I. E. S.) 

Nabha State 

6 

Mr. D. C. McDonald (I. F. S.) .. 

Rewa State 

7 

Mr. Hugh McPherson .. 

Bamra State 


Date from which tho 
•ervicoH of an ofiioer 
havn bpc*n lent. 


22iicl May. 1027. 

26ih November. 1928. 
2nd March. 1030. 

13th January. 1932. 
13th November. 1919 
27th January. 1919. 
let July, 1933. 
l8t March, 1932. 
iHtSptember. 1931. 
2nd February, 193!J. 
15111 October. 1930. 
22iid .January, 1931. 
6th January, 1933. 
16th January, 1931. 
10th December, 1932. 
let August, 1933. 
24th February, 1932. 

9th February, 1932. 
19th December, 193S 
12th August, 1924. 
6th November, 1029 
Ist September, 1031 
lOth February, 1933 
29th July, 1622. 
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Senal 

No. 

Name of OfTicer. 

Name of the pU^ 
outaide British ImiiA 
where the services 
of an officer have 
bf?en lent. 

l>atr (rom wbkb tbt 
</f an ofliott 
hav«r fxM'xi lent. 


Other Europenn 



s 

j 

.Mr. U. 1). (.'hristian 

i 

(iangpur State . . j 

bth Kebniary, 1922. 


1 

Mr. A. K. Medavin . . 

Patna State 

31st July, I92C. 

10 

Mr. J. H. 1... (Jordon 

Uewa State 

Date of appointment 




not kno\\Ti. 

11 

Ali.^is IfertliH .. 

Kowa State 

Ditto. 

12 

Alis.'^ M. Mason .. 

Rewa State 

Ditto. 

13 

Mr. A. J. Roedh of Survey of India, 

Iraq Government . . 

23rd January, 1920. 


('la.sy If. 



14 

Mr. J.Purlby, O.B.E. .. 

Iraq (Jovernment 

23rd April. 1917. 



(Baghdad). 



TIIK INDIAN DOCK LABOURERS BILL. 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore (Moniber for Commerce and 
Knihvays) : Sir, I hej^ to move for leave to introduce a Bill to pive 
eflVi*! in Britisli Iiidijj to tin* Convention enneerninjr the protection 
a^^iinst accidents of workers employed in loadinjr and unloadinjr ships. 

The motion was ado]ded. 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : Sir, I introduce the Bill. 


TJIE KESEKVE J5AXK OF INDIA BILL. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster (Finance Member) : Sir, I beg 
to move ; 

“ That tlio following; IMtMiibon-i of the licjjfislutivp Assembly be lumiinated to servo 
on the Joint Committee to consider and report on the Bill to constitute ;i Beserve Bank 
of India, namely, Sir Cowasji Jehan#yir, .Mr. S. C. IMitra, Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali, 
Mr. Vidyn Saj,mr Pandya, Mr. Gaya Pra.sad Siiijjh, Air. Bhuput Siii«;, Air. B. Das, 
Sardiir Sant Singh, Kao Bahadur S. R, Pandit, Sir Leslie Hudson, Air. Aluhammad 
Yainin Khan, Sir Abdulla-al-Alamiin Suhrawardy, Sardar Nilial Singh and the ‘Mover.’’ 

The motioii was adopted. 


THE IMPERIAL BANK OF INDIA (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster (Finance Member) : Sir, I beg 
to move : 

“ That the following Afembors of the Legislative Assembly bo nominated to serve 
on the Joint Committee to consider and report on the Bill further to amend the 
Imperial Bank of India Act, lOL’O, for certain purposes, namely. Sir Cowasji Jcliaugir, 
L302LAD « 
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Mr. S. C. Mitra, Mr. Muhammad Azhar AH, Mr. Vidya Sa^ar Pandya, Mr. Gaya Prasad 
Sinf^h, Mr. Bhuput Siiij;, B. Das. Sard.ar Sant Sin;;h, Ra«) Bahadur 8. R. Pamlil, 
Sir Leslie Hudson, Mr. Muhammad Yamin Khan. Sir Abdiilla-ahMaJiiim Suhrau-ardy, 
Sardar Xihal Sm^jh and the .Mover.'* 

Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad (Piitna and (‘hota Xapr])ur rum Orissa : 
-MnhainrnadaiO ; May 1 know what Avill hr tlu* (luoruin .* I do not find 
anytliinir in tho motion. On iWi'vicMis oeeasions the «|ii(»riiin nsod to bo 
monijoin'd 

Mr. President iTln* Ilonoitrable Sir Sl«anmiddiiini C'lictty) : rndnr 
the Stamiin^- Ordt*r, is ?n) y.rovision imoio for iiionfionintr tin* 

quorum in the ('a-'* of a doijit Selcot Ooininiitor I’f both Ilousos. 

Mr. R. S. Sarm^a (XoiiUTiatod. Xim-OflioiaJ) : May 1 ask wludhor any 
exports :\V{‘ ?yoin<r to bo assooiatod with this omiuiry ? 

The Hcronrable Sir George Schuster : T have alri'ady mad<* a state¬ 
ment on the }.:-enerr*'. inn'nti-m a^ rvjrards eon^idlintr exports in om* (d’ 
the s;.oe“]u'^' tl:a* I nnnb* in tin* eourst* of tlie debate on tin* Kt‘serv‘‘ 
Bank Bid. Thv- eX'O't pro<‘(‘dnre will liave to h<* del<TmIii<'<l by the 
m!niitl<‘e i.self and an early meetiiiL’* will he arrari’‘ed for t'onsideriii'r 
it. 

Mr. Lalchand Navalrai tsind • Xon-Mnhaiiinuidan KuraO : Hav(‘ 
OovoJ'-’.iiK'nt deeidefl Vv’iMi r<'”’'.'rd to the experts who will he ealle<l ? 

The Honoctrable Sir George Schuster : Xo. Sir, it is im]»lied in tin* 
answer whii'ii 1 liavc alrer.ly triveTi tlnit the matD'r will lx* discussed 
by tile Connnittee itself. 

Mr. President (Tho JJrtjiourniflo Sir Shanimikljam Ofofty) : 'I’ii'* 
question is ; 

'* Tlutl tlio followinj; "NU'ndH’rs v-i' tho L«*t;islutivi‘ Assomldy !*<> i!(>miii:it«*d to st'r\c 
on t1i( Joint (V)nimitt <'0 to roiHidcr :iiid roport on th»‘ [»ill fiirtluT to :itM<*nd t!to 
Imyioriul Prod; of Indui Act, n.tL’tt, ff)r rortoiii purposes, n;im«'lv. Sir t'owMs.i'i 1 ’oafJLjir. 
Mr. S, C. Mitra, Air. Muhummud .Azhar AH, Mr. Vidya Sapjar Pandy;i, Mr. Gaya F*raKa(l 
81n|^h, Mr. Bhuput AFr. B. Da.s. 8ard;’r 8;iiit Sinjjh. R;io P*ah’:dur S. !?. Pandit, 

Sir IjVfUo Hiulson, ^^r. Miih;innnn<l Y.-iniin Khnn, Sir .AhduIIa-ai '•'o.'.rawardy, 

Snrflnr A ilud Sjn^h and rlic .Movi-r. ” 

’]’h’‘ mol inn urns adoj)tef]. 


yiOTloS RF Pd TriiB AOMLXisTliATIOX OF AFKX. 

Mr, President Fri.(* Ilom-undile Sir Shaniiiukham (Hietty) : Tlie 
House 'iviil non ros’nrte ronsificration of tlu* motion rehitinjr to Ad(;n. 

Mr. B. V. Jadhav C]b)mbay Central Division : Non-Mubammadan 
Rural 1 : Sir. Ihf question about the transfer of Aden was dealt with 
in the erunmunique published by Government on June 20, 1033. The 
eommunl(|uo shows that the Britisli Government intend to lake over the 
administration of Aden fioui the Government of India, and, in order to 
indiieo the people of India and the Government of India to comply with 
this request, they have offered in the communique a small bait of about 
20 lakhs of rupees which is at present payable towards the military and 
political administration. Xow, Sir. I think this sum of 20 lakhs is not 
the actual sum which the Government of India have to pay towards the 
military expenditure in Aden. Very recently, in the other place, a 
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question was answered by the Honourable Mr. B. J. Glancy in which it 
was said that the contribution for political and military expenditure in 
1930-31 was £1,50,000, in 1931-32 it was £1,30,499 and, for the year 1932- 
33, up to March, 1933, it was £1,19,959. It will thus be seen that the 
charjre which the Government of India have to bear is gradually 
diminishing, and at jirescnf stands at Hs. 16 lakhs. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster ('Kinanei* Member i : 1 would 
remind my Honourable friend that that is not tin* final figures I will tak? 
an early opjiortunity of intervening in the debate to explain the financial 
position. ^ 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad (rnite<i Provinces Southern Divisions : 
Muhammadan Rural) : 1 hope the Finanee Mcfnber will take an early 
opporlunity of laying the linal figures bt*fore the Jious** and also before 
tbe Standing Finain-e (’oinmittee for <liscus?>ion of tliost* figures. 

Mr. B. V. Jadhav : Now 1 have to point out that, aceording to the 
figures wliieh have been supfilied. the eivil exjienditure and iiieonie are as 
follows. In 1930-31. the expenditure was Rs. 12.45.500 and the income 
was Rs. 10,27,558. in 1931-32, the income was Rs. 12,04,100 and the 
expenditure was Rs. 11,39.000 ; so th(*re is a small profit. In 1932-33, 
the revised (estimates show an ineonie of Rs. 13.64,000 and an expenditure 
of Rs. 11,01,7(X) ; so there is a [irofit of considerably over Two laklis. So, 
if lliese two lakhs are dedue.ted from the amount of Ki lakhs. The iiei 
charge which the (iovernineiit of India have to bear conies to about 
14 lakhs. Further, w(* have to take into eonsitleration that the trade of 
Aden is in the hands of tin* principal merehaiits of Bombay and (’aleiitta 
and as tlndr h(‘ad oOiees are in those cities, th(‘y lia\e been paying income- 
tax cii tlu* profits llicy make* in tin* Settlement of Aden, at their head 
ollices. Jl' that is coiiipiilv*d, the loss to (loverniiKMit„ if Aib'ii is trans¬ 
ferred, ^^ill be about four laklis. So, it that ainomit of four laklis be 
again deducted from I be amount of 14 laklis, tbeii the los.s will be only 
10 laklis. Tlierefore, tlie bait offered to tlie people of India, and the 
Guvei'iimeut of India of a saving of 20 lakhs comes down. «>ii further 
examination, to aliout 10 lakhs. At the same time. 1 have to point out 
hert' that tbe royalty on salt impe.rled from A<len at the rate of eight 
annas per ton on about 2,80,000 to three lakh tuus annually amoiniting to 
Rs. 1.50,000 payable to Government is not shown in the answern given 
tlnn-e. in tlie (letails of ineonie, the income from salt’ has 1 .-(‘ii shown at 
Rs. 1.01,000, blit 1 tliink tin's is the amount wbieli tbe inhabitants of Aden 
have to pay on aeeoiint of the salt consumed and I am not certain under 
nhat item this amount of royalty is included, 'riieu there is the amount of 
ground rent ])ayable by sa.lt norks to the Goverimient of India amounting 
to Rs. 25,0(Mi ap])roximateIy annually, and lh(*re is also another item 
which 1 do not find in tlie details given, and that is that t'lie salt works 
have also to jiay a toll tax at two anmus ])er ton of salt exported, amounling 
annually to roughly Rs. 3S,0(K). Then the salt works have to pay a house 
and pro])erty tax of about Ks. 75,000, and so on. So the administration 
of Aden at present is not so expensive as it was jireviously, and. as wo have 
seen, tlie military ex])enditure also is being reduced year by year. The 
leroplanes have come to stay and the expenditure on garrisons has been 
considerably reduced both in Mesopotamia and in Aden. 

3'hen, Sir, this was the indueenient or bait offered to Indians in resiiect 
of the transfer of Aden from India to the Colonial Office. Another bait 
has also been offered to the people of Aden to induce them to consent to 
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the transfer. This is not given in the communique. Hut if 1 understood 
the Honourable the Leader of the House the other day, he said that if 
Aden was transferred to the Colonial Ofhee, the citizens of Aden would not 
have to pay Rs. 20 lakhs, but the Imperial Government would pay it. The 
plain meaning of tliis statement is, as the Imperial Government have been 
charging the Government of India a part of the military expenditure, so 
Aden, when separated from India, would naturally be exj^eeted to meet 
that expenditure. But the Government of P>rit:ain was going to be very 
considerate and generous and remit it to Aden. That was tin* impression 
I gathered the other day. This means, in other words, if Aden is under 
the Indian Government, the ]>eo])le of India, ineluding the people of Aden, 
will have to ])ay this amount, but. as soon a.s Aden is transfi'rred to the 
Colonial OfYiee. that Settlement will not be asked to pay. hut tin* burden 
will be borne by the Tin])erial Government. 

I may here jioint out. Sir, that India today is tinaneially not in a good 
position. Certain reforms have been promised. Pederatifm is looming 
large on the horizen. and India is said to be on the way to dominion status. 
I am afraid. Sir. that, under the White Pap(‘r Scheme, dominion status 
is a very very far contingency. However that may be, the Britisli Govern- 
nienr is taking care to clip the wings of India. First they are clipi)iiig the 
ea.sterii wings of India by trying t’o separate Burma, a.nd. now. the w(‘stern 
w'ing, which is the Aden Settlement, is also going to be cli]>])ed. 

Now, Sir, arrangements are being made to separate Burma, and what 
is the ground advanced in justification of this action ! It: is said that 
the people of Burma desire to hav(‘ separation from India ; but this is 
not quite correct. No doubt, then' is a section of the Burmese peO])le 
who want separation of Burma, and to have dominion .status for Burma, 
and thoii' 2 ‘h that sec-tion is in a minority, it is a very strong minority. 
But the majority is against sejiaralioii. But, in the cast* (►f Ad(‘n, tlm same 
principJt* of seIf-d<*tcr!ninaTioN is not applied. Tf the peopJo of Aden are 
consulted, T am sure, a very large majority will be in favour of remaining 
with the Government of India. They hav<* (*xj)ressi‘d their will in ]>ub‘ic 
meetings and in every ]) 0 .ssihle way th<*y could. The other day the Honour¬ 
able tln' Leader of the House flung in our face a representation by eertaiii 
Somali tradtTS in Aden, but som(*body has whispered to ns that’ those 
traders are only 30 in number, and tliey w<*re not even j)ermanent resi(h*nt.s 
of Aden. 

Sir, Aden has a popidation of 53,000, and it eonsist.s of Arabs, Jews 
and Indians, both Hindu.s and Mussalmans, who have math' their hom<*s 
there and who are tht* real n*sidents of Aden. and. therefore, it is their 
voice Avhieh must' ])revail and which ought to hr* res])eeted. Of eourse, 
there are certain ])ef)ple who are casual visitors for the purpo.ses of (tarrying 
on trade. I do not mean to siigge.st that they eannot have any voiee in the 
matter, but at all events the voice of fbe permanent residents of Aden 
ought to prevail, becau.se.they have got everything at stake* there, while the 
othei’s are more birds of ]uissage wlio merely go to Ade*n, remain there for 
a time for the pur])Ose of trade anel, as soon as their pile is made, leave the 
place, and as such t]u*y cannot have as much interest in the Settlement as 
the permanent residents who have settled there for years. 

Sir, the Settlement of Aden had been for nf*arly a 100 y(*ars with the 
Government of Bombay, and the merchants of Bombay have made Aden 
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what it is today. They have their vast godowns, their wharves, their 
buildings and tlieir salt jams and everything that iriakt's Aden what it is 
today is due to the exejlifuis and sacrifices whicli the Ih>mbay merchants 
have made. Sir, a })ul)li(‘ meeting Avas held tlie otlKo* day at Aden of all 
the citizens of the plaei* including Arabs, Jews and Indians, and they 
strongly protested against Aden being 1ransf«'rred to the Colonial Gov¬ 
ernment, and they strongly expressed a desire to remain with the Govern¬ 
ment of India, as tJiey have been for nearly a century, and they apjiealed 
both to the Government of India and to the people of India not to 
forsake them, and, above all, tbe.y strongly resented being handed over 
to th(‘ Colonial Offiee which is so notorious for its anti-Asiatic ])olicy. They 
furthe r ])ointed out' tliat tJie Settlement of Aden had i)rosj)ered undf^r the 
Government of India, and the civil administration was not a burden on 
India, but it Avas self-supporting, and the Settlenienf j)romises to be more 
prosj)erons Avhieh Ava.s also in the interest of Indian trade a.nd commerce. 
They ])ointed out the miserable condition of the neighbouring Somaliland 
ports of Barbara, etc., Avhieh Avere transferred to the Colonial Office, and 
this condition tiny attribute to the anti-Asiatic policy of the Colonial 
Ad)ninistration. Sir, this is the opinion of the j)eoi)le of Aden, and I think, 
if a ]»i<l)iseite Avei'c to he taken, it Avould be ])re]»onderating in faA'oiir of 
rouaiiiing Avith India. 

An IJonourahle Membtr the other day, Avhile speaking on this ques¬ 
tion. said that tli(» transfer Avas in favour of the Arabs there. The Arabs, 
JeAvs and other eonininnitie.s, A\diich make the total pof>ulath)n of Aden, are 
enjoying (‘(pial rights. Then* is no discrimination under the rules of the 
Govci*nm(*nt of India, l)nt ihc people of Aden, as Avell as the ])eoi>le of 
India, know tliat as sooji as ..\den is tran'<feri‘(*(l to the Colonial Administra¬ 
tion, in spite of the ])roniiscs made in this eominuiiicpie that discrimina¬ 
tion will not bo made, dau'c is g('nnine appi’chtaisicm in the minds of the 
people Ihot injustiee is s\ire to be doin* to the peopl(» of Aden. Wo kiiOAV 
from bittir experirm-c an bat A’aliu- to atinch to thi'so }n*omises. The 
Colonial (Iffice and tin iJritisb Government often times made large pnmiises 
that justice Avould be done to the Indians in South Afriea, but we knoAV, 
Sir. what their condition is. The Indians in Kenya and other Settle¬ 
ments. 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Shore (Member for Commerce and 

Railways) .* I do not want to interrupt my Honourable friend, but. since 

the matter has been referred to by more than orn» Member, I Avoiild 
lik(‘ to state for liis information that the figures 1 gave, namely. 29.820 
AVt-re the fignn*s of the Arab population of Aden. 

Mr. B. V. Jadhav : Yes, but do thev form part of the otl.OOO and 
odd 9 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Shore : Yes, Sir, certainly they form 
part of the 46,638 Avhieh is the number recorded in the Census of 1931. 

Mr. B, V. Jadhav : The condition of the Indians in Tanganyika is 
also the same. The Arabs and other inhabitants of Aden knoAv that, 

if th<-\ are transferred to the Colonial Othce. their status and their 

position Avill be greatly prejudiced and they Avill not get as much 
freedom as they are getting under the Government of India. The people 
of Bombay and the p^^^ph- of India do not Avisli that Aden should be 
transferred. The Indian Legislature has been reiterating and discussing 
this question from the year 1921 again and again. I need not read to the 
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House the various discussions that took place and the conclusions arrived 
at and the various promises made by responsible officers of Government. 
I shall say cursorily that in 1921 when it was proposed to transfer the 
administration of tln^ S<‘ttleincnt of Aden to the Foreifrn Office, not only 
Indians, but also the Arab and Jew residents of Aden protested against 
it and claimed their right of self-determination and demanded that they 
should remain with India. At that time, the Govermnent of Bombay, 
through their official representative in the (k)uncil of State, supported 
the Resolution of the Honourable Sir Phiroze Sethna. At that time, Sir 
Denys Bray stated that the idea of transfer of Aden has long since been 
abandoned. That was in 1921. but now the abandoned idea seems to 
have been taken up again. In 1927. the (’ommander-in-(’hief announced 
the transfer of the military administration of Aden to the Imperial 
Government. At the same time, he said : 

** Honournble Monibors arc awnre that the Settlement Aden itself is peopled 
to a very great extent by onr fellow Tiulian subjects. The (loverninent t)f hnlm 
have tliought it riglit that their welfare ainl iiiterosts shonhl not go outsi«le the ken 
of the Ooveriinient of Tmlin. It will accordingly be retained as part of the Settle- 
uieut aiui the municipality of .\deu remains under the (Joveniment.” 

Now. this Legislature has h(*en given an opiiortvniit.v of saying what the 
voice of the country is. Although these assurances were giviui that it 
was not the intention of the Government to transfi*r th(* control of Aden, 
I now understand that the Government of Great Britain has become alive 
to llie necessity of the transfer and the reason thfw give is this ; 

Tilt reasons which .suggest that Aden should not remain linked with India 
under the new constitution are that it is an area geographically remote fr(*m India ; 
that it iiould not uaturall\ fit into tin* n*‘w federation, that it is already to some 
extent under Imperial eoiitrtd and that it is inseparable in practice from the .Aden 
Protectorat(‘, which lias already passed wholly out id* Imlian (ontrol.’* 

Now, Sir, tin* chief reason given is that Aden is geographically 
remote from India. It has been geograpbicall.v remote for the last 100 
years and this point, that it will not lit into the new Fe<loral Scheme, 
sur]n’ises nn\ We have ii. this vast country of India French Settlements 
at PoTidicherry. at (’handernagore and at Mahe, and France, as is well 
knoM'Ji. is a republic. These Settlements fit into the administration of 
France and their representativ'es sit in tlie House of Deputies there. 
Portugal has also some setlloments on the West Toast of India. There 
is Goa. Diu and Daman, In the old Constitution, it was a monarchy 
and. under the new Constitution, it is a republic. Still these possessions 
fit into the administration of the republic. Ts it so very difficult, is it 
so much impossible to find out a scheme under which Aden can be 
fitted into the scheme of the Federation. I ask, whether the statesman- 
shiy> of England is so very bankrupt that they eaniiot find out any other 
way than to separate Aden and put it under the eolonial form of Gov¬ 
ernment ? This Federation is no insuperable difficulty. Other nations 
have solved such a difficulty. The possessions of Prance and Portugal 
arc more than 5,000 miles away. Aden is only 1,500 miles and the 
distance, owing to mropl.<ines and other things, has been dwindling 
very perceptibly every year. So, this excuse about Federation is not 
a very sound one. 

I shall now refer briefly to the history of Aden and how it came 
under the administration of India. It is well known that from time 
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immemorial India, Arabia, Persia and Iraq were closely connected with 
each other by trade and commerce. Indian ships were visiting the ports 
of Arabia, Persia and Iraq, and Arabian ships were visiting the ports of 
India even before the British people or any Europeans set their foot 
on the Indian coast. When Britain acquired vast tracts of territory 
in India, they liad to look to the politics of the neighbouring nations, 
such as Afghanistan, Persia and Arabia. They had trading interests 
in the Persian Gulf and in Arabia and the Government of India thought 
tiiat it would be a very great advantage to have the possession of Aden 
which was a very important strategic position. So, the troops of 
India and the money of India achieved the conquest 
of Aden. Ever since the year 1839—94 years ago— 
Aden has been iind('r +he Indian rule. Ever since that time, India had 
been scmding thr military forces there. Tlio expenditure incurred by 
India on that aeeonnt from the yvar I«S39 has been variously computed. 
According to Sir Denys Bray and Mr. R. M. Took, tin* Secretary who 
gave tli(‘se figures in 1921. it is computed that from 1839 to 1921—a 
])eriod of 82 ynirs —India has paid at rate of about 50 lakhs annually. 
From the year 1921 to 1927—a period of six years, accordina: to the 
figures given in 1927 by the Gommander-in-r9iief. the ex])enditure 
amounted to a]>o!it 35 laklis a y<‘ar. From 1927 to 1932—a jjeriod of 
fiv<* vf'ars, tbe (‘xpemlitnre amounted to at the rate of Rs. 20 lakhs 
aiiniially. So, if we capitalise tlu* ainount of money spent yoar after 
year according to this scale, it amounts to the enormous amount of 
758 erori's and 10 lakhs at the rate of per cent. Tlie figures given by 
the Wclby Gommission in the .vear 19(H) are very very moderate. I 
sliall irive those fignr<*s. From 1839 to PHI—a period of 75 years— 
Imlia spent at the rat<* of 15 lakhs annually and from tlie y»^ar 1915, 
50 lakhs annually and tlien 1G lakhs annually. This amount also comes 
to 1()9 crores ap]troxiniately. 

The Honourable Sir George Schust3r : Gould my ITonourable friend 
give me the reference in the Welby Gommission’s report which he is 
(pudbig ? 

Mr. B. V. Jadhav : 1 think I shall he able to give that reference later 
on. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : My Honourable friend cannot 
give it now. 

Mr. B. V. Jadhav : Xo. So, it will he seen that, from a moderate 
computjition, the amount India has sj)eiit amomn's to Iis. 758 f ores and, 
from another calculation, it comes to about 3(10 err,i’c»s. So. f think the 
real amount must be somewhere between these two fieur.'.-. T shall claim 
on behalf of India that, if England wants to take i'he Settlement, then 
all this money ought to he re-imbursed. Some mav say that although 
the Indian troops took ])ossession of Aden, the ]M)Iiey was diftated by 
the Government of Britain. T am not goini^ to (lis])iGe the.t imint. The 
only question T would ask is : Did the Indian troo]is conquer Aden in 
the interests of India or in the interests of England and for her benefit ? 

If it is disputed that it was conquered for EiiigHnd and in England's 
interests, then the latter eountri^ would have iromediatelv tekeu posses- 
Rion of it and would have met all the expenses incurred in the conque.st 
and would have conducted its administration since that time. Instead 
of doing so, they have allowed India to administer the country as if it 
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belonged to India for the last 94 years and to spend on its garrison. 
Therefore, the presumption is that the conquest was in the interests of 
India and for tl\e benefit of India. But, for argument’s sake, 1 allow 
that the concpiest was for the benefit of England, and England has a 
prior claiin to the j)ossession of Aden. Then, it follows naturally that 
the position of India from the year 1839 to the ]>resent day is the position 
of an Agent. And, as this Agent has exjKUided the money for the im¬ 
provement of Aden and for its i>rotection with the approval of the 
British Government, it stands to reason that even in th.at ease England 
ought to come forward and pay the whole amount which India has spent 
in i^roteeting the country and doing (‘verything necessary. Jf India is 
In he lookt‘d upon as the owner, then, of course, the (piesiion (d’ transfer 
does not arise. India is not at pre^eid in a ])osition tc) enforce the re¬ 
imbursement of the money spent upon the advancenu'iit of Aden. But 
if it is to he held that India Mas in pos.session of Aden as an Agent, then, 
I think, M'hen the princi])al wants to tak(‘ over the ])ossession of the 
property, he ought to re-imburse the Agent for all the expenses he has 
rightfully incurred in the interests of the property. 

Then, Sir, certain promises are here made for the satisfaction of 
the ])eo])]e of Aden—no racial legislation or segregation will be per¬ 
mitted i»y ITis Majesty's Government. All sneb ]>ron)iR«s Ma^re made 
previously in the ease of South America, Kenya or Tanganyika, but we 
know M’liat the 'worth of lluxse promises is. 

1 Mdsli tc» urge another i)oint, namely, that the Govcrrnn'Uit of 
Bombay tli(*inselves liave sjient certain aiiKUint Oi' nioiKW on the public 
M'orks of Aden and I tJiink it Mould be right on the part <*f that Govern¬ 
ment to elaiiii comj)f‘iisation for tin* M’«»rks they bav<‘ executed and the 
money they have sj)en1. 

Ill conelnsion. tlie Government of India eoinpiered Aden and liave lield 
it, admini'Jlered it and ])aid the military expenses foi- iis pcoteetion. 
As a matter of fact, tin* military foio*- nsjuired frn* tlie protection of 
Aden alone will not be a lieavy me. The trib(‘s that surround Aden are 
not very poM'('i*i'iiI trilas and a poM’erful garrison is md ni*cessary. But, 
as Aden stands on the trade route of the v/liole Empire, it lias bf‘C()me 
a plaee of veiw groat strategic importance. Tln'ndore the interests of 
the Empire as a mIioIc requires that Aden should be adiapialely garri¬ 
soned and ])roteeted. For that purpose a very heavy force has been 
stationed there from Die vei’v i»egirining. As a matter of fact, the 
military [)ro1ection of that plaee ouglif to be a ebarge on the Imjierial 
Government. By the promise that has been held out to tlie people of 
Aden that after the transfer of Governmimt, the Government of Great 
Britain will undertake the 20 lakhs of exy)enscs required for the military 
protection of the settlement itself shows that Great Britain admits that 
the ebarge is legitimately hers and it has been laid on the shoulders of 
India rather unjustly. The protection of Aden is in the interest of 
the M'hole Empire and, if necessary, the contribution ought to be levied 
from all the eountries benefited by the retention of tliat station, India 
will Mdllingly bear her share of the burden and up to this time India has 
been bearing the entire burden. India has spent about 400 crores or 
500 eroras on the protection of Aden for the past 94 years and, if 
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England wants to take possession of Aden and administer it through the 
Colonial OlTiee or through the Foreign Office or in any other way, in 
justice she ought to refund this sum of 400 crores or 500 crores. Several 
British offieers have made ]>romiseH at various times that Aden will not 
be trfinsferred. The pojuilation of Aden is not going to accept a transfer 
and tlioy liave nnequivocally shown, at leasl a majority of them, that 
they are in fjivour of remaining under the Covornment of India. The 
Indian peo])l(‘ also are not very anxious to tret rid of Aden. They want 
Aden. Th»*y want to assist their own merchants in Aden and also in 
East Afritvi and Somaliland in th(*ir trade. India has great cotton 
piece-goods and ivheat and riee and jawar and other food grains for 
which she wants a market outside. Therefore, it is in th^ interest of 
India and Indian trade that Aden .should he retained although it may 
be a burden on the re.sourees of India. I>nt Itidia is willing to bear this 
burden and. therefore. I rec(»mmeiid that this House should unanimously 
deelare its decision that Adeji should he retained iiud(*r tl.e control of 
the (iovernineut of India. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : Sir. 1 think it would be 
well to intervene at this stage to say .something ()ii tlie general financial 
as])eel (d* this (juestion. Very full details of r^'ceut expendinin* and revenue 
of Aden weiv‘ jirovided in answer to a ^jiiestion asked \n the other House 
by the Honourable ]\Ir. Y. V. Kalikar on the 29th August and my Honour¬ 
able friend, who lias just spoken. reft'vn*d in that ir.formation. 1 tiiiiik. 
in order to s(‘e this (ju(‘stion in its ]U‘oper ])ersp(*ctive. it is just as well 
to say something of the past history. I am afraid. I cannot, however, 
if 1 go h/iek int<> the past history, meet my TIonoiirable friend on the 
ground which he hims<'lf has chosen, g»*(nind which leads Iiiin to 
calculate the value of the cost (»f the investment in Aden in what 1 tliinJc 
I can fairly de.seriho as astronomical tigures. 1 am totally unable to 
find nut h(»w my Hononralde friend made his ealenlations. or on wliat 
they were based. Hut 1 do suggest for the consideration of this House 
that it is not very ])rofitahle to attempt to calculate the value of Aden 
by going hack a liundred years and then miding ii]) tin* expenditure and 
allowing it to aeeumulafe at eomponiid interest. If my Honourable 
fiie-id likes to ealeiilate his own value, that is to say, the cost M'hieh has 
been expended annually cm Id's main1en?ince, edimatir.n. etc., and allows 
that to accumulate at comy>onnd interest. I .should imagine that, on his 
own methods of calculation, he would find himself to he worth something 
like five crores. Hut T doubt if my Iloimurable friend w« aid command^ 
that ]»riee in the market. I think also it is fair to point out, wlien we 
are looking at the matter in that way, that there is something to he said 
on the other side. I think every one who lives in India recognises that the 
value of India trade very largely depends on the existence of the British 
navy. Now, Sir, there—just to take one example.—is one field of ex¬ 
penditure which is to be entirely borne by the British taxpayer. If we 
were to go back to tlie early years of development of India’s trade and 
reckon what the value of the serviee.s of Ihe British navy to India had 
been,—adopting my Honourable friend's methods of calculation—^ve 
should find an item in the balance sheet on the other side which would 
balance anything that my Honourable friend has had to put forward. 
Some of us on this side see the matter, when we are talking in terms of 
financial burdens, from the point of view of the people who have to pay 
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taxes in Enfrland, and 1 venture to say that the English taxpayer is 
the most heavily burdened individual in the world, and that if we take 
a broad view of the cost of maintaininp: the British Empire and all that 
it means, the British taxpayer certainly bears a lion’s share of that 
burden. Sir. J do think it is necessary to bear tliese broad considerations 
in mind in order to examine a question like this in its i)roper pers¬ 
pective. Bui, bavinjr said lliat. 1 wish to make it clear that we, repre¬ 
senting the Government of India, in this debate, do not Avish to appear 
in any sense as advocates of a particular side. We merely Avisli to pive 
what assistam*e we can in presentingr the true facts to tlie ITouse. 

Noav, 8ir, until 1900 tlie entire civil and military expenditure in 
conTieetion Avith Aden Avas borm* by India ; but on examininfr the 
OAndenee, piAen before tlie Welby Comriiission. 1 have found that a certain 
share of the cost of fortification of Aden Avas actually borne by llis 
Ma.jesity's Government. ll(»A\’eAer, that is a >mall amount, and, generally 
spe.akinp. it is true to say that, until 1900. tin* entire eivil and military 
oxi)endituro Avas borne by India. A*s early as 18Sf), tlie Government of 
India had boon aetiA’ely nrpinir tbe ]>ropri(*ty of part of the expemses of 
Aden beinp borne by His ^lajesty’s Government on aeeonnt of the 
Tni])eria1 importance of Aden. In 189r>, as Honourable Memiliors knoAV, 
the Welby Commission Avas ap])ointed to examine* tliis and otlier matters. 
They recommended that possibly an eipiitable solution Avonid l>e for 
Plis Majesty's GoA’Crnment to ])ay half of the military cost and. a.s a 
re.«-'ii]t of that reeomT)i(*ndation. from 1901, His Majesty's Government 
contributed annually £72,000. T find at tlie time, Avlien tin* Welby 
Commission reported, the aetual military expenditure Avas 21.} lakhs f)er 
annum. I siipf)ose £72,000 aa’hs fixed for tlio eontrihution as heinp 
something near half the cost. From that date tin* military expriiditiire 
in Aden rose very considerably and I find that in 1920-27 the aetual cost 
of military exfieiiditure borne by India Avas no los.s than 47.} lakhs. That 
AA^as the ])osition AA'lien the arrangement AA’as made that His Majesty’s 
Government .should b(»(*ome responsible for the AA’hole political and 
military expenditure of Aden. As from the Ist A])ril, 1927. His Majesty’s 
GoA’ernnient became responsible for the wliole of that expenditun*, but the 
arranirenumt Avas that th<* (TOA^ernment of Jiiflia should contribute 
£200,000 a year for three years and then Cl.lO.OOO a year or one-third 
of the actual cost AvliiclicAer Avas the less. I think it is important to 
•call attention to that past liistory because, oAvinp to the faet that Ilis 
Majesty's GoAV'rnment linA’e taker over already a major j)art of the 
responsibility for Aden, the taxpayer in India is beirip saved a very 
substantial amount indeed. It is not merely a question of 10 or In 
lakhs, but actually in 1920-27 we were spendincr 47 lakhs a year on 
Aden. The yiosition noAv is that avo haA’o reached the second stajre of that, 
arranpement and our contribution is, as T haA’e just said, £ir)0.000 a year 
or one-third of the cost whieheA’er is tbe less. And. as my Honourable 
friend, Avhn has just spoken, pointed out, ’we paid the full £150,000 in 
1930-31. In 1931-32, Ave paid £136,000 odd and in 1932-33, we have 
paid just under £120,000. T interrupted my Honourable friend to point 
out that the last fipure was not yet the final fipure, but T have no reason 
to suppose that that fipure Avill be .substantially altered. So we may 
take it that our liability noAv is in tbe neiphbourhood of £120,000, but it 
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might, at any time, rise to £150,000. That is our contribution to the 
military expenditure. The reduction which has been effected since 
1930-31 has been brought about, as my Honourable friend pointed out, 
because His Majesty ^s (lovernment are experimenting on a fairly large 
scale in the substitution of air force defence for land force.s at Aden. 
Possibly they may reduce the expendilure still further, but we have no 
information on that ])oint ; and I think it is imporlant that the House 
should bear in mind that our liability at present may go up to £150,000 
in any one year. Then we have to consider what has to be set against 
that as regards the balance of the revenue and expenditure on the 
account of the civil Government for which we are at ]>resent responsible. 
My Honourable friend jiointed out that in the ^car 1932-33 there 
actually was a small surplus on account of Aden, a surplus of about 2J 
lakhs. Hut if we take a broader view of the situation and take the 
average figures for a period of years, fr)r instance if 1 go back to the 
year 1927-28 and take the average figures for seven years including the 
budget estimates of the current y^ar, I find that there is actually a small 
debit balance on the average of about Ks. 65,000 annually. 1 do not 
think wo can take the sur])lus of 1932-33 as a reliable figure, becau.se, at 
pre.sent, as Honourable Members know, we have iinjiosed very severe cuts 
on expenditure and Ave were able in the case of Aden to make some 
special economies. I do not think we can count on being able to maintain 
that position. Therefore, if one tries to luit a fair picture befor*^ this 
House I think the fairest thing to do is to say tliat as regards the civil 
expenditure Ave can count on reA^enuc and expenditure alxnit balancing. 
Honourable Members must remember that, if there Avas a regular .surplus, 
Ave sliould certainly have A’(*ry urgent claims from the Kesideiu at Aden 
that that surplus should be expended for the benefit of Aden, and it 
Avon Id be V(*ry hard to resist those claims, because there ar(‘ A^ry urgent 
Avoi'ks Avlji«*)i ihev haAc been ])ressing for seA^eral year.s. I do not think, 
therefore, that av(* can maintain the position better than an evim balance. 
Tliorofore, so far we have got this. We saw the military contribution 
Avliieli at ])resent is about £120,000 n year and may amount to €150,000 ; 
and as regards the civil expenditure aa^c hand oA'cr an oath balance. 

XoAv, Sir, my Honourable friend lias referred to certain other items 
which he says are not included in the full statement that Avas provided 
in the Gouneil of State. 1 find if ratlier difficult to folloAV exactly AA’hat 
my Honourable friend had in mind, hut as soon as possible I will get 
a shorthand copy of his speech and verify AA*hat he has said. I do not 
think that any of the items to AA’hieli he referred Avonld in any case have 
appreciably affected the position, and T think that the statement which 
T haA'c iust giA^n is really substantially correct. But there is one item 
to Avhieli he referred AA'hich 1 think one must ])Ut b-fforo this House. Tn 
calculating AA’hat is the roA^eiiue of Aden, avo hnA’c irehided the annual 
income-tax receipts which come in under the heading of Aden. But. as 
Tuy TTonourahle friend pointed out, there may he merchants who make 
their returns for income-tax in India and who ineludo in those returns 
profits Avhich miglit after separation become liable to income-tax in 
Aden ; and in that ease of course, under our profusions for double 
income-tax relief, we should liaf’e to lose part of that income-tax. It is 
quite impossible to give any reliable estimate as to what that figure 
might bo ; I do not think myself that it could be a verA* substantial figure. 
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I think my Honourable friend reckoned something like four lakhs under 
^at head. I think that must be a very coiLsiderable over-estimate, but 
if Hojiourable Members wish to have an exact figure, then they must 
bear that possibility in mind. There may be some slight loss on our 
income-tax under that head. That. Sir, I think is tlie ])osition as fully 
and fairly as can be ])ut as regards revenue and exj»en(liture. AVe shall 
save something like between IT) and IfO laklis a year on the military 
contribution as against which we may lose a lakli or two under the head 
of income-tax in the manner which I have just ex])lained. 

Then, Sir. my Honourable friend. Dr. Ziauddin Aliniad. made on 
Saturday last the same ]uun1 *tliat has been made by the last speaker as 
to the value of the assets which have been or may In* liamh'd ov(*r ; and 
the feeling 1 suj)j)ose was that some sort of claim should be made against 
His Majesty’s Government if they take ovt‘r the whole administration of 
Aden. 1 have already rejected my Honourable friend’s im*thod of com- 
])ouud inter<‘st calculation and I have tri(‘d to find out exactly what the 
capital value of those assets might be. Hut I am afraid it is imj)ossible 
at this stage of history to get back into the ])ast and get an aceurate 
figure. I would only just like to ask the House to consider what the 
various classes of assets are. There is first of all the harbour and the 
port. That belongs to the Port Trii.st. The Port Trust was set up in 
1888, and as far as I can aseertaiu, when it was .set up they took over the 
existing assets at a valuation and took over the liability fui that account. 
Since then they have b(‘en entirely independent. They have b<*i‘n raising 
money oji loans and they are res]>(msible for those loans and tliere will 
be no change in the benefieial interest as regards the Port Ti*usi as a 
result of this transfer. So that clas.s of assets goes out ; tlie Goveniment 
of India cannot make any claim under that head. 

Then, as to the pucstioii of buildings, as regards Provincial Govern¬ 
ment Imildings, we liad, as a matter of fact, (juitc recently gone into that 
particular (luestion when tlic administration of Aden wfus taken over 
by the Governmenl of India from the Government of Bombay. A claim 
was made by the Government of Bombay and figure.s were gone into, and 
it was ascertained that the cost of the buildings amounted to something 
like nine lakhs, but we resisted that claim in the Government of India, 
because we said that we Lad already in other cases ad()})t(*d tlic priiiciple 
that wlien responsibility in administration in any spliere j)assOs from 
one authority to another, t]»e assets and liabilities connected witli the 
ordinary administration should also pass free of payment. That is the 
sort of ])rinciple on ydiich discussions as regards the separation of Burma, 
for example, have always been based, and I think ptTliaps my friends 
are inclin^‘d to take what is a misleading view of the situation 
in considering the iiossibility of making claims on account of ass(*ts of 
that kind. They hit really part of the ordinary equipment of Govern¬ 
ment ; they have been provided out of revenue, and they liave to be 
maintained out of revenue, but, ordinarily speaking, when an adminis¬ 
tration is handed over, it is not so much an asset as a liability, or at least 
one must take into account the fact that there is a liability as well, and 
we certainly have always taken the line in the Government of India that 
any claim based on account of the cost of buildings, which, as I say, are 
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only part of the ordinary equipment of administration, is a mistake. 
Rig*htly or wrongly, that has been our view. Therefore, we resisted the 
claim of the Bombay Government to that nine lakhs, and we have 
maintained that position. 

Apart from provincial buildings, there are a few Central Govern¬ 
ment buildings—1 have not got any details of their cost,—but their cost 
would b(‘ negligible. 

Then of course, there is the question of military buildings, and here 
I must point out tliat when the control of the military administration 
was taloui over by Ilis Majesty*s Government in 1927, all military build¬ 
ings wen* transferred to Ilis Majesty’s tJoverniiient, free of cost, on the 
basis (»r the jirineiple wliich T have just explained.—the principle being, 
as I said, that they cannot be assessed at a commercial value, that they 
carry liabilities Avith tlioni, and in this cas(‘ of course the transfer of the 
niilita!*y rosjionsibility carried witli it a very h(‘avy liability which at 
the lime of the transfer auioiinteti to nearly oO lakhs per annum. That, 
Sir, is the ])osition as regards these liabilities. 

There is only one other class of a.ssets, and that is the Water Worlcs, 
and theif, according to tin* information which I have got. about three 
lakhs was spent on an a(pu‘duct. ami about o.J lakhs was spent on 'water 
tanks. This expenditure was umlertakeii a very long time ago. The 
information whieh 7 am giving was taken from the lmj)crial Gazetteer 
of and apparently that €‘xpenditure was undertaken as a grant to 

the ^Iuni(d])al ('mi)mitt(‘e. 

That, Sir, I tliink. covers what v/e call all the assets Avhich are to 
he taken over. I do not think that I have got anything furtlier to add, 
but 1 can only say this, that if any other points are made, such as have 
been nimle just now l)y my frit*nd from B()nd)ay, we will niOvSt carefully 
cheek all statt'riients that the Honourable ^lembers make. If tliej" want 
themselves to get the results of our investigatioiLs from checking these 
.statem<*nts, 1 should h<* very pleased to forward them to them, and if we 
find that we have been wrong in our figures, we will eertainly take that 
into aceonnt in eonsidering the matter on behalf of the Government of 
India aft<‘r this debate, and we will see that correct information is 
forwarded to His Majesty’s Gov(»rnment. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh (MuzatTarpur citm Champaran : Xon-Muliam- 
madan,) • Sir, I am thankful to the ^^overnment for giving us an oppor- 
ti.’nity of discussing this important que.stion. I also recognise* Avith appre¬ 
ciation the d(*eision of the Government to ob.serve an attitude of neutrality, 
and to confine the discussion only amongst non-official ^McTiibers of this 
Honse. My friend, ^Ir. Anklosaria, in the course of his speech, said 
that he was looking for gnidanee and advice from Government. Sir, my 
friend is accustomed to look for guidance and advice fre^m the occupants 
of th(* Treasury Benches, but those of us, who sit on this side of the House, 
ehiini to judge every question on its own merits, and eomo to a decision 
ii resi)e(ftive of Avhat the auoavs of the Government Members may be. 

^ir. as Honourable IMombors are aAvare, Aden was captured in 1819 
by Ma.ior Baillio, Avbo Avas .sent out on behalf of the Government of Bom¬ 
bay. Even before that time, Indians AA^re in Aden under the Sultanate 
of Hehaj ; and, since the acquisition of Aden on behalf of the GoAwn- 
nu'nt oi India, it remained under the Government of Bombay, and all 
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expenditure in connection with its administration was borne by Govern¬ 
ment. What was then, Sir, a mere barren rock at the time of its capture 
was converted, in course of time, by Ihdian labour, Indian capital and 
Indian industry i)ito a Nourishing port of first rate strategic and coiiimer- 
cial iuiportance, a first rate Ijarbour and a distributing trade centre. Sir, 
the question of the transfer of Aden had been looniimg large on liie hori- 
zoii since the year 1921, if not before. On tlie 2Sth of February, 1921, the 
Prime Minister of England stated in the House of Connnons, that tlie 
responsibility for administration and policy in Palestine, Mesopotamia and 
Aden was to be transftTred to the Colonial Office ; and then, laler on, the 
High! IloiiourahJe i\lr. Winston Clnirchill, speaking in the House of Com¬ 
mons on the 34th duly, 1923, made the following statement. 1 shall read 
out (Oily one i)aragra]>h from his statement, as giving an iiidicatijni of the 
working of the mind of the Cabinet in England, and the motive which 
prompted tiiem to arrive at this decision. This is what he said : 

“ Tl'cre is .'iiiuthcr possibilitv of a ri'^lurtioii of exponditun* in Atirii. Tlio linli.i 
Oliirc lias, vorv kiiullv liaiided over Adeu to the Odonhil Olliee, and niv acet-pt ini'e ol 
the gilt ; 

—please mark the Avords cand'nlly— 

“ tlic PiT.a Oilico ha.'-' verv kindly haiidod ovor Adi'H to tht‘ Colonial Oflice, and my 
aeeeptaiUM* oi the gift has onK luaaj dolaytd by tlie liuaneial negotiations beraiiso India 
has liitherto {da\e(l a great part, and 1 <*ertaiiiU slumld md be serving the interest.^ of 
the Biilish ♦ax]»a\<T if 1 a.<Minied tin* wlnde burden witlioin any of the funds wiiirh 
arc neeessary to inai!d:.in :i fortress of first oonse«iiie!ic<‘ to Imiia. 

Dr. Ziauediu Ahmad : Will you }dease read it out again. I imdin Iho 
portion relating lo the gift—it is a very important point. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : 

“ Tlare is niiotlu'r possibility of a reduction of exjieiiditure in .\den. The India 
Olliee lias very kindly iiaiided over Aden to the C’oloiiial Oflice, aud my acceptance of 
the gift has only been delayed by tin* financial negotiations iMcaiisr India has hilheri(j 
pl:iye<l a great ]»art, a»i«i I eindainlv sitonid not be serving the interests of tin* Itritisn ta*:- 
pay< r if i ;i.s.sumed tiio uhole burdefi uitli(»ut any of the funds uliieh an- necj*s.sary to m:iin 
tain a foiir»*ss of first coiisefjnence to India, but i hope fora happy solution. In fact, I tlunk 
in a very ft‘\v d.i;^ < we sl»all iiav«* reached an agr<*eiiu*nt and the im^ment tlmt .\di n is 
transfjTT-cd to the Colonial (Jtlice, it will be possibh* to :onalg:imat<- the .'idminisl'.•ati(iu 
of \den and Somalil.and, Sornaiil.-md and .\den .are really the most hapi»y niarriago* 
that (Duld be ma<l«‘. They ar- really neiM's.sary to on<‘ .anolher. The high ground, five 
or s;\ thousand feet high in Sonialjlainl, will afTonI a Hill station lo winch the Hritish 
soldi'Ts 1?: .\d(‘n under the most Trying eoiiditions all thnujgh summer coiihl go eoinpan*. 
by eomj.any, in Tiigl»t's .loiiriuy acros.s tht* .sea lo SomalilaTid. You conhl not liave ;i >norc 
harmonious minor proposition, ami if this ;nnalg:nnation be carried out in such a v.ay an 
to t'lTecl ]ierhap^-, a saving of l*L*U0,00o to C'too ooii a ye,ar in the rediu-tion of military 
expenditure, it Avill n>pay tlie trouble which it t.iki^s to arrive at such a coindiision. ’’ 

This is wh«t JVfr. Winston Churchill said in the House of Cftinmons 
oil the 34th July, 3921. 

Then, again, on the 26th September, 1921. tlie Hononr.-ible Sir 
Pbirozc Sethna moved a Resolution in the other place which .stated that 
the administration of Aden bo continued under the Government of India 
ind not lie transferred to the Colonial Office. Speaking on that oi'cnsinn, 
he Honourable ]Mr. Pratt, wdio was then, T believe, the official represonta- 
ive of the Government of Bombay in that House, stated as follows : 

** Mr. President, the transfer of Aden to the Colonial Office is a question in Avhich 
ie Government of Bombay is deeply and closely interested. Towards that question tlie 
ttitude of the Bombay Government cannot under any circumstance be one of neutralily 
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and I have been authorised to give expression to the provisional views .of the lionibay 
Government at this stage (»f tlie discussion of tliis question. Their position is that they 
have had very little notice and indeed very little time for the consideration of this 
question. They have had very little infornmtlon as to the grounds on which the 
transfer is being considered. It is also a fact tliat public opinion both in Bombay and 
Aden has expressed itself very strongly against the proposed transfer. Very strong 
protests have been recorded by the trading communities of iJojnbay and Aden .and for 
these ri\'isoiis for the present the Governiiieut of llonibay objects to any change in the 
status quo.'" 

Jii this (‘onrK'etioii I should like to remind my Honourable I'rimid, 
the Xomijiated ]\loiriber ..from the Xortli-West Frontier Province, who 
clairm'd 1o sj^eak on behalf of the Arab population of Aden iimi said that 
the Arabs in Aden did not object to this transl'er, of what the Jlonourable 
Sir Muhammad Shad said on behalf of the (Tovernmeiit f»f Jtidia. He 
admitted iji so many words that the people of India as well as tlie Arab 
peo])le in Aden wer<* opposed to the ])ro])osfd transfer. 

[At this staire. }\\\ President (The Jiononrable Sir Shaninnkham 
C*h(*tty ' ac.-ited tlu* (1iair whieh was then oeeujued by Mr. Deputy Presi¬ 
dent (Mr. Abdul ^latin Phandhuryb] 

Sir Muhammad Shafi said : 

“ I I .-((I lloi.'sc tliJ-t :!u‘ <iov*-n.:iicni oi’ lii-iia will tjjk" i>otc ‘i rlu* O]»iiilon.s 

expressed iu tliis House b\ variuus mcinhvrs rcjevscntiiig 'fhev 

will note the fact that iad’an sentiment acn r iing the varjuns .'pfok-Ts is eiitin ly 
opjiosed to tills transfer. 'I’liev wdl also t:ike in*;.' oi the fri.t, v. hiidi iias i*eon ])Ositi\ely 
stated b.\ Ihf* HonouraMe .'ir. Jsethna and is i *nlors«Mi by tin' lion.bax (b vi injin iit that 
lo<*;il (.pirrnMi la A<h a ;i' v. «di ,is in licn.ib;. is abo wpp»»' i d to t!a- t ra a'-i\ r. ' ‘ 


Thru. Sir, o'l tin* :b'd March, 1!127. His iicy the Pommander- 

in-l’hiff !-<:.(ie ail asJniuuiinif statement on Hh* door of Mils lion-e in 
which Ilf -tail'd that llie ]>olitic:il ami militate coutro] of .‘.I,- bad b-en 
deOiiibiy il•,•!ns^frred to ills i^Iajesty's (lovcrnment in Eiviland. Tliat 
stat nifii t(»'ik our lufaih bocauso W(‘ w«*r - u'd pi-fr.-,! b-i* this 

transfi r will. out .ui ot'porTunity i»cini: ;'ivfn f.. tiii> Housf* ;o .•xpies'-: our 
vievlif vrf\<‘r i.hat may be, tl:e PoiiimaiKlfr-iji-PJiief at that time sl.aUal 
as fo!Iov> • 

“ A:. J b.nKjnrab!.- -Mciiibtr., arc awan-. --•Tt h-nTal 'f Ad*>n it^rlf i> {u'opii I to 
a very great extiMit by oi:r fellow Indian sub hvts. Tie- (b.\ enini.-nt <>f In.ii;! havi* 
tlioiigiit il rigid th.'if I'le’’’ w Ifare .oid intrr« ^is J...■■!•! nut go out*-li* tlie km of the 
Gov<*rnini-iil of India. If wlM aorordingiv b- rotam.-.l :.s pnrt of th.' >ottleiin*a, ainl 
the n'lirir'palit V of A‘i' n will n'lnain iindor I’e* (dm "f lini'i.a.'' 

Tt will lie observe.! that throngliom tlmse \i-ansactioi..- rhif Ib.mbay 
Gov{‘rnment were not fousnlted in the matior. Even if they had been con¬ 
sulted. their ojiinion was ig^noretl. ^>ir, tiiere was a diseibssion on this ques¬ 
tion in tlif llomb.'iy Lfjrislativ^ Ponneil on the lH‘h March. f)u the 

Aden CWi] and Priminal Justice Hill, and, on that occasion, the then 
Home Member stated as follows : 

“ Since the Bill w.is introduced the situation has been inatcriallv changed bv the 
announec iiieiit made by Ili.s Exeelleiicy the Commander in Chief at Delhi that the 
question of the future arrangements for the administration of Aden has been settled bv 
agreement between the Government of India and ITis ^tajesty’s Government.’' 

This dearly indicates that the transaction took place over the bead 
of the Bombay Government and they were not consulted in the matter at 
all. He added : 


“ That announcement came ns a surprise to the Government of Bombay as much 
as I^hlic. I am obliged to stress this point beeanso during the discussion 

on the Bill both I and my Honourable friend the Chief Secretary assured several 
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Honourable Members that we had no reason to suppose that a decision was imminent, 
and indeed pointed to the faet that the Government of India had instructed us to 
proceed with this Bill as evidence that no iiumediate change was probable. The details 
of the future system of administration of Aden are not yet known to the Government of 
Bombay which indeed knows no further than what has appeared in the press.’' 

Recerence has been made to the statement of Sir Denys Bray in this 
House in January, 1929, in the course of which lie said : 

“ I repeat my promise that the transfer of Atleii from India will not be effected 
without this Uouse being taken into consultation. 1 hasten to add that all idea of such 
a transfer lias long since been abandoned.” 

A re|)rescntative deputation led by 8ir ChunilaJ jMehta waited on his 
Excellency the Viceroy on the JOlh November, 19.‘{1, with a view to lay¬ 
ing before His Kxeelleney the feelings of the people, and to bring to bis 
notice their strong opposition to the contemplated step. Tinaiing now to 
the ]iroposals contained in the White Pa]ier, I thul tiiat on ])agv 39, 
clause 5, the following statement occurs : 

** The settlement of Aden is at j>re.st‘iit the Chief (’oniniissioner's province. The 
future arrangeiiieiits for the settlement arc liowever und(‘r consiileration and acconliiigly 
no proposals in respect of it are incJudetl in this do4*unieut. ” 

There also ve,ry surrejititioxisly the ]>roposal of Iransftirring the civil 
administration of Aden for tlie first time found a place in a connd* of tiie 
White Paper. This resulted in an influential de])uta1ion led by His High¬ 
ness the Agha Khan to wait upon Sir Samuel Iloarc, the 8(‘ei*eiary of State. 
That was on the 30lh iMay, 1933. Sir Samuel Iloare, in course of his 
reply, referred to the difficulty of including A<len in the Federation which 
consisted of provinces. At the same time, lie added that tin* difiicnlty was 
not insurmountable. 

I will now refer very briefly to the Pn^ss (’oinmunique Avhich was 
issued by the GoveriiTnent of India on the 20tli June last. Tlu‘ reasons 
given for the c()ntein])lated step are many, and tin* firsi rea.son given is 
tliat Aden is geographically remiotc from India. 

Xow, Sir, with regard to a question which T asked iiiy Honourable 
friend, tlie Foreign S(*cretary, a few days back, 1 .said that (iovernraent 
must have taken notice of the ol)viou.s geograpliical fact tliat Aden was far 
nearer to India than it is to England. The Andamans and tie* Nicobar 
Islands are also at some di.slanee from India, and is that any reason why 
those two Islands may also lx* taken away from our control ? Do I under¬ 
stand, that- tlie propo.sed transfer of Burma from India is contemplated, 
because of the geographical position of the two countrie,'-' ? Burma is 
far neart'r to India than she is to England. Why then His Majesty’s 
Gov^u’unient have seriously jirofioscd tlie separation of P>urnia from 
India ? India henself is very far away from England. Is that any rea¬ 
son why England should relax her hold on India and allow us to govern 
ourselves ? Or is it their contention that India has been managed very 
badly all those years, boeaiise she is so far away from England ? This 
plea of geographical remoteness will not hold water for a minute. The 
next ground on which this propo.sal is .souglit to be given effect to is that 
Aden would not naturally fit in with tlie plan of Federation. Sir, if 
different Indian States, in their different processe.s of administrative and 
political evolution, can come into the picture of Federation, 1 do not under¬ 
stand why Aden should be singled out as not fitting in with the scheme of 
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Federation in the future Government. It is also stated that Aden is al¬ 
ready to some extent under the Imperial control, and so we should not 
objict to Ihe transfer of the civil control of the Settlement. Tliis step 
was Inken in the midst of the Great War, and oniy as a tem])orary mea- 
sun*. And, now, we are to be deprived of the remnant of control over the 
civil administration of Aden which w'e were having all thesi* years. Some 
of IIS lecognised at that very time that the partial transfer of the control 
01 Aden to the liritish Government was only the thin end of the wedge, 
and it has now come to be true. It is stated in the eoinmunique lliat 
liuUa would be relieved of the annual contribution of approximately 20 
lakhs at lu-esent payable towards the military and political administration. 
Sir, 1 am thankful to the Honourable the Finance AIember for having given 
us a full aceoiint of the financial position of Aden, and its implications 
in the eonsidoration of the question. 1 do not want to si^eak with regard 
to that point, hut 1 would like to say very clearly that in this calculation 
the ineoim* which the Government of India has been deriving from salt 
duty, income-tax and super-tax lias also to be taken into account. I am 
speaking subject to eorroetion by the Honourable the Finance Member that 
tile i-('venne which is being derived by India from these and other sources 
amounts to something like 10 lakhs of rupees. If this is so, then out of 
20 lakhs we shall be losing 10 lakhs of revenues if the civil administration 
of Aden is taken out of our control. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : T think my Honourable 
fiiend is definitely incorrect. We have included in the revenue statement 
all the income-tax receipts from Aden. As I explained, there is only one 
small marginal receipt from iucomt>-tax w'^e might lose, that is to say, to 
the cxt<*iit we now get income-tax from business men assessed in India in 
res))cct of ])rofits made in Aden. To that extent we may find that v. e 
lose a little income-tax, hut it will be quite a small sum. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : 1 am glad to stand corrected. However 
that may be, this 20 lakhs is not much when considering the position of 
Aden with regard to the future constitution of India, as it is regarded 
as the Gibraltar of the East. 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir (Bombay City ; Non-Muhammadan Urban) : 
It is not 20 lakhs ; it is 15 lakhs. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : It is about 16 lakhs this year. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : However that may be, is it the contention 
of the Government that every administration which has a deficit budget, 
or which is being carried on at the expense of the Government of India 
should form no part of our territuiy' ? For instance, the North-West 
Frontier Province is a deficit province, and it has been swallowing about 
a crore of rujx^es every year. Will that be the reason for taking it away 
from India and putting it under the Colonial Government ? Sind is 
also going to be a deficit province, and so T think Orissa for some years. 
But that is no reason for taking away those portions of our territory and 
annexing them to the Colonial Office. The. same is the case with the 
Andamans. Will His Majesty’s Government give back all the money we 
have spent in Aden for nearly a century f 

Now, Sir, it is stated that the right of appeal in judicial case,s to the 
Bombay High Court would be maintained. Is that a ver>' great conces¬ 
sion ? If the right of ayipeal to the Bombay High Court is not retained, 
what will be the result ? The right of appeal will go to His Majesty’s 
L302LAD R 
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Government in England which is over 6,000 miles away from India, 
and a long way off from Aden. So, in their own interests and, in the 
interest of the public of Aden, it is but natural that the right of ai)i)eal 
should be I'ctained by the Bombay Tligli C'ourt. It is also stalled that Ills 
Majesty's Governmejit would maintain the existing policy of making Aden 
a free port unless some radical change in the j)r<*seiit economic situation 
should take place. Sir, in the first place, there is no iiiu'^iiivocal gnaraTitee 
that Aden will continue for all time to be retained as a free port. Ii is ipudi- 
fied by the statement that if some radical change in the present economic 
situation should take place, Aden wdll cease to be a free port, liadical 
change in the pr(\sent economic situation of the coiiniry or in the world 
economic condition is not a very remote ])ossil)ility. It might take plaee 
in the near future. When that contingency hai)])eiis, Aden will ct'ase to 
be a free jiort. AVhat has happened to the other free ports in tliat area 
which Government elainied to retain as free ports ? Somaliland, near 
Aden, was at one time a part of India, and it was administered by the 
Bombay Government. So long as it was administered by the Ih)mbay 
Government, its three p<»rts, namely, Barbara, Bnlliar, and Zaila were 
prosperous, and were flourishing ports of trade. But when Somaliland 
was transferred to the Colonial Odiee. they ceased to be flourishing ports. 
As a matter of fact, duties began to be impo.sed to meet tiu* incn^ased 
cost of administration, and they ceased to be free ports thereafter. The 
Indian, the Arab and the Jewish traders in course of time left those 
ports, and they have now become desolate places. This, 1 am afraid, 
will be the fate of Aden if such a contingency hai)p(‘ns. 

It is further stated in the coniimini(|ue that Ills Majesty's Govern- 
j j, ^ ment would do their utmost to maintain the present 
standard of adiniuLslration, and would not impose 
any additional taxation unless such a course became in their opinion 
absolutely necessary. Sir, this stipulation is not worth tin* paper (n 
W'hich it is printed, Wc know^ the eondition of our countrym^n under 
the Colonial Office. We know* )iow Indians arc Ix'ing treated in South 
Africa, in Kenya, in Fiji, in Mauritius and in so many other places 
over.scas insjiitc of the assurances of the Governnient. Myself, as w<dl as 
other Honourable Members, have been responsible for bringing to the 
notice of this House the conditions of our fellow countrymen overseas 
from time to time, and the racial and other kinds of discrimination 
W’hich has been in]^>osed ut)on them in the exercist; of their political as 
well as economic rights in the colonies in which they liave settled. I do 
not pin much faith in the assurance that Die iin])ositioii of any additional 
taxation will not be undertaken unless such a course became absolutely 
necessary. I take it, whenever additional taxation is imposed, it is 
assumed that such a course is nece.ssary, so the value of this stipulation 
is nothing. Only tomorrow' fresh taxation might be im])oscd upon Aden, 
and it may be pleaded in justification that such a course was necessar 3 \ 

It is again stated in the communi(pie tliat the proportion of Indian 
service administrative personnel would be retained in Aden for some 
yearn after the transfer takes place. It is to be noted that it is only a 
proportion of the Indian servicci administrative personnel and not the 
whole personnel wdiich wnll be retained, and that also for some years only 
after which the Indian personnel will vei-y likely be eliminated altogether 
froi^ the service in the Aden administration. 
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Now, the last point which has been urged in the communique is* that 
no nacial discrimination or segregation would be permitted by His 
Majesty’s Government. We know the value of such promises with re¬ 
gard to the fate of our countrymen overseas. The history of British 
India is strewn brt>adcast with fragments <»f broken promises and unre¬ 
deemed j)ledges ; and this is likely to be the inevitable fate of our ft^llow 
countrymen in Aden if it is snatched away from India and transferred 
to the control of tJie Golonial Office. This jiroiiosal lias evoked unprece¬ 
dented opposition from all (luarters both amongst the people in India aiid 
in Aden. Tin* other day, ve read that a meeting was held in Calcutta 
presided ovejT hy Sir 1*. Bay recording the protest of the citizens of 
(‘aleutta against the jiroposed transfer. 1 also received a telegram from 
JMr. A. K. Aziz, Secretary, ^Muslim (.’haniber of Commerce, (.'alcutta, 
which states : 

“ Tlic Muslim (’haiiiber of ('oirimerer, fiileiitta, strongly protest agiiiiisT tiic 
aej);i.r;iti()ii ol A«l<?n fmm the Imlian (Joverniueiit as il will be gieatlv «ieii imeulal to 
eommereijil interestH of India in which the Bengali’s share is (juite important.’’ 

The Imperial Indian ('itizeiiship Association, Bombay, the Indian 
Merchants' Chamber, the Buyers and Shippers Chamlier, Karachi, the 
Indian (’haiuber of ( ommerce, Calcutta, liave all protesttsl against the 
proposed traii.sfer, A public meeting was held in Aden on the i6th April 
last which was attended hy the Arab and the Indian citizens of Aden in 
which resolutions of pro1(*st were passed. A ropresentuiioii has been 
addressed to tlie (’hief (Commissioner, Aden, and His IC-xcelleney the 
(\)nimander-iii-(Chief hy oOO Arab residents in Aden ])rotesling against 
the jiroposed transfer. The Jewish residents of Aden, in a meeting held 
there on Ihe 25t}i May la-st, have similarly })rot»*sied. It will, therefore, 
be seen that all the communities and int<*rests coue»*rned, whether in 
India or in Aden, are united in otfering their vehement iirotest against 
the iiropost^d transfer. 

Sir, with regard to the amendments that are under discussion, there 
is one lunendment of my Honourable friend, Mr. Bhuput Sing. Person¬ 
ally I would have tJiought that it was tJie best amendment, inasmuch as 
it not only records our protest against the contemplated transfer, but 
also demands retransfer of the political and military control which has 
already passed into the hands of the Colonial Office. TJjc other amend¬ 
ment is that of luy Honourable friend. Dr. Ziciuddiu Ahmad, which limits 
itself to a condemnation of the military and political control of Aden 
passing ont of onr hands, and protests against the eontenqilatiMl step of 
transferring the civil control to ihc (Colonial Government. I think, as 
he has himself suggested that my Houonrahle friend. Mr. Bhuput Sing, 
wdll not pre.ss his motion ; and w’c should concentrate our attention U]>on 
the amendment of Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad and pass it unanimously without 
any dissentient voice, ((ciioers.) 

Maulvi Muhammad Shafee Daoodi (Tii-hut Division : Muham¬ 
madan) : Sir, for the last two tlays, 1 have been ill aiid T feel ver^^ w’cak 
now', but the great im]mrtanee which this (piestion of transfer of Aden 
has assumed in the countr(\' has compelled me to come to this House for 
a fc^(w minutes and say a few' words on this (piestion. The f(wv w’ords 
that I will say would mean a great deal. I would eonfiiu* myself only 
to the great feeling that is prevailing in the country on thi« question, 
A growing suspicion has arisen in the minds of both Indians, of all 
creeds and castes, as well as Adenese of all creeds, Muslim, Jew, 
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etc., that the transfer of Aden to the Colonial Office would mean a decline 
of all those relations which have developed between India and Aden during 
the last so many years while it had been under the control of India. fSince 
this (|nes1ion has been actively discussed in the country, the evidence has 
been so frreat that I would only be sni’gn-ised if the Government ignores tliem 
and have their own Avay of dealing with this question. 1 have’ eorres- 
pondence with so many |)eople l>oth in Aden as well as in India that I can 
undoubtedly say that the feeling is genuine, it is by no means engineered. 
The feeling is that the conditions of Indians as well as the Adenese \nll be 
inueh wo!‘se when they go to the Colonial Office. The feeling has gaijied 
ground and I do not believe any amount of argument on the i)art of British 
Government could remove those feelings from their minds. If a genuine 
man could give any .Mdvice to the Government on this (piestion, it will be 
not to disturb the minds of Indians and Adenese at such a monuMit on such 
a vital (piestion. They should remember that it is sentiment which plays 
a great part in such questions r?dber than linaneial considerations which 
the Honourable the Finance Membe;* has chosen to put before the House. 
On the (juestion of finance, many Honourable Members who are of better 
healtli than I am will be able to reply, but I know tb(*re is very little In that 
question, T, therefore, lend by wholehearted support to this (question. 

The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till Half Past Two of tlie 
Clock. 


The Assembly re-assiombled after Lunch at Half Past Two of the 
Clock, Mr. Deputy l*resident (Mr, Abdul Matin Chaudhury) in the 
Chair. 


Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi (Burma ; Non-European) : Sir, I had given 
notice of an amendment which I cannot move, because the fiiih' pres(jrih('d 
for it is past, but, wdth your permission, I shall refer to it as part of my 
speech. My amendment reads as follows ; 

“ Tliat for thf original motion the following be substituted : 

‘ Tliis Assembly, after duly eonsideriiig the (iovernnient of India Press Com¬ 
munique of June 20tii, re.solves and reroinmonds that Indian interests 

as well as indigenous Arab intere.sts should be saerifiecd, and that the Civil 
Administration of Aden should l»e tnuisferred to the Colonial Oifie«* with 
a view to safeguarding and promoting Imperial interests 

(Laughter and Cheers.) 

Sir. there are two Members of this House w^ho are specially quali¬ 
fied to speak on this subject. One is my Honourable friend, Nawab 
Ahmad Nawaz Khan Avho liaiJs from tJie North-West Frontier Province, 
and the other, I venture to suggest, is myself representing the North- 
East Frontier Province of Burma. I am in agreement with the Honour¬ 
able Nawab that Honourable M(?mbers who hail from Bombay and Madras 
and who lead lives of, I think the Honourable Member said, licentious ease 
(Laughter), can never realise the difficulties of frontier people. The 
Nawab’s province, 8ir, stands between India on the one side and Afghanis¬ 
tan and Kuasia on the other side ; similarly my province stands between 
India on the one side and China and Japan cm the other .side. And w^e 
have cultivated a mentality which can thi^ in Imperial terms, whereas my 
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Honourable friends sitting on the Opposition Benches can think only in 
parochial terms. (Laughter.) We, Sir, the Honourable Nawab and 
myself, are capable of rising above parochial thoughts and, on this occa¬ 
sion, we have done so. 

Sir, the communique of the 20th of June, 1933, issued by His 
Majesty’s Government, 1 think, has, in a great many parts, been misunder¬ 
stood by tlie Opposition Menehes and more particularly by my Honourable 
friend, Mr. Gaya Prasad Singli. In that eomtnuniciue he has read a num¬ 
ber of ])ledges. I think he is doing injustice to His Majesty's Goveni- 
nidit. In that communique, Sir, 1 read no pledges. 1 thi!i!: it is \'*rv 
honest communique, which gives plain warnings (Laughter and C’lieers), 
and 1 shall now try to convince my Honourable friends sitting on tlie 
Opposition iJejic.le-s lluit it is so. Amongst the various reasons given in 
that communique for the transfer of the Civil Administration qi Aden 
to the Colonial Office, the hr.sl reason is that “ Aden is an area 
g<‘og]a|)li>a]]y rei}''»te from India ”. I think. Sir, nobody can quarrel 
with that i)r<)positioii. Aden is certainly geographically remote 
from India. Jt has taken His Majesty’s Government more than a century 
tn discover this profound truth (Laughter and Cheers), but, having dis¬ 
covered it, surely it is their duty to place the truth ])efore the country. 
They have done so and 1 really fail to s(m* what grievance this House can 
have about it. The scc'ond reason given in the Communique is that 
‘‘ the Aden Protectorate has already ija-ssed wholly out of Indian control”. 
This rcitsoii. Sir, if i)roperly elaborated, should read as follows : “ the 
Aden Protectorate has already passed wholly out of Indian control by an 
act of (>(ni ”. The Aden Protectorate was taken out of Indian conti'oi with¬ 
out our consent, and, therefore. I think it should be treated as an act of Gad, 
(Laughter.) In that Ckminuinique, Sir, His Maje.sly’s Governmmit con¬ 
template that certain conditions will be established as a result of the 
transfer of Aden to the ('olonial Office. First of all, a reference is made 
to the financial relief which will be afforded to India. Whether the 
annual saving to India wdll be 20 lakhs or only 10 lakhs, as my Honour¬ 
able friend, Sir Cowasji «lehangir, insisted this morning, it will be a 
substantial relief. Now, Sir, when His Majesty's Govcu-nTjieia shows so 
much solicitude for the welfare of the people of India and vlien they 
desin* to save annually for tlu* Indian tax]>ayer 10 lakhs of ru{u‘es, should 
the Opi)ositiou Henehes in this Ilou.se condemn it or ])raise it ? (Laughter.) 
The ()pi)osition Benches may rightly or wrongly accuse His Majesty's 
Government and tlie Government of Tndvi of having missiient or wasted 
large Kiims of Indian money in the ]>ast. It may or may not be so ; but 
that ITis Majesty’s Goveriiinent have developed a different mentality and 
are veiy^ anxious to see that not a single penny of the Indian taxpayers* 
money is w^asted, .so far as Aden is concerned, I tliink it is a change of policy 
which should be welcomed by the Opposition Benches. (Laughter.) 

Then, Sir, coming to the third condition, His Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment, T think, have made it clear that radical changes in the economic 
situation are taking place and further radical changes will undoubtedly 
take place in the near future ; and, therefore, they give a Avarning.— 
they give no pledge but a warning, and a verj’ honest Wfirning,—that, 
as a result of radical changes in the economic situation, which are hound 
to take place, the existing policy of keeping Aden a free port cannot be 
maintained. . . 
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Mr. Muhammad Mua2Ezam Sahib Bahadur (Nortii Madras : Muham- 
inadaii) ; May 1 know if my lion on ra bit* friend is a nominated Mem¬ 
ber ? 

Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi : No, Sir, I am an olectod Member, but 
there arc occasions wiien elected Members should think iu Imiverialistic 
terms. (Laughter.) Furthermore, 8ir, there is no bar to an elected Mem¬ 
ber indulging in satire or sarca.sm. (Cheers.) 

Then, Sir, coming to the fourth condition. His Majesty's Government 
have sounded another warning that it will be necessary for them to im¬ 
pose additional taxation on the people of Aden, llis Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment are perfectly honest. They say that they will impost* additional 
taxation and they give us ample warning about it. 

The fifth condition is that the present Indian Siervice Administra¬ 
tive personnel cannot l)e retained in future and that it will be abolislied 
as quickly as possible. 

The sixth condition is that “ no racial legislation or segregation 
would be permitted by His Majesty’s Government ”—what they mean is 
that “ no racial legislation or segregation would be willingly permitti?d by 
His Majesty's Government If they are unwillingly forced to permit 
racial legislation or segregation, that cannot be helped. Nnw. take the 
case of SoiitJi Africa. His Majesty’s Government are not willingly per¬ 
mitting racial legislation or segregation in South Africa, but nnwillingln 
they are forced to permit it, and, in tlie case of Aden also, they sound 
a w'arninir, a very honest warning, that they will not be a willing 
party to any racial legislation or segregation, bnt if that course 
of fo'tioi! is forced on them, they will have to permit it unwillinjly. 
So far as tliis particular communi(|ue is concerned. I think it is one of the 
most honest communiques ever issued by any Government Department. 
(Laughter.) 

Now, Sir, to my Honourable friends sitting on the Opjiositi^n 
Benches w^ho think in terms of the parish pumj) (Laughter), T commend 
a memorable passage from the speech of my Honourable friend, Mr. 
Anklesaria, who preached a novel doctrine of jiatriotisrii ; and I appre¬ 
hend that certain Honourable Members have missi'd the full significance 
of that doctrine. ^Mr. Anklesaria said tliat if he was convinced that the 
transfer of Aden to the (’olonial Office w-as necessary in Imperial interests, 
if he was convinced that it was necessfiry in Imperial interests to hand 
over Aden to the Ooloiiial Office or to the Foreign Office at 
the sacrifice of Indian interests, he would be prepared to sup¬ 
port that action. He went further and exclaimed : “Is there 
any Member in this House lacking in Empire patriotism ? “ 
There is no such thing as Indian patriotism according to my Honourable 
friend. Mr. Anklesaria. His doctrine of patriotism places the Empire 
first and India last. (Laughter.) Now, Sir, let us translate Mr. Ankle- 
saria’s doctrine of patriotism and apply it to our Honourable friend, 
Mr, .James. If Mr. James w'a.s called upon to give vip England to Germany 
so flrd the rest of the Empire may prosper, will Mr. James or any Mem¬ 
ber of the European Group in this House agree to part with England to 
Germany so that the rest of the Empire may prosper ?. ... 

Mr. F. E. Jamei (Madras *. European) : No, certainly not. 
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Mr. Jehangir K. Munshi : This is disappointing. 1 felt that Mr. 
James and Mr. Anklesaria always thought alike on Imperial questions. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. F. E, James : Not after lunch. 

Mr. JehLangir K. Munshi : Since my Honourable friend, Mr. James, 
does not ngree with Mr. Anklesaria, may I express the hope, a hope which is 
entertained by the overwhelming majority of the Members of this House, 
that he will take j)art in this debate and tell us what views the European 
Group holds with regai*d to the contemplated transfer of the Civil Adminis¬ 
tration of Aden to the Colonial Office. T think Europeans in this country 
are as rniicli interested in Adtm at; Indians, and it is only right and fair 
that their able spokesman should proclaim their policy in this House. 
(Applause.) 

Now, Sir, it has been urged by the Opposition that Aden has been built 
up by Indian enterprise and Indian capital, and that the Indian taxpayer’s 
money has also been spent by the Government of India to build up a large 
and prosperous port from a barren rock. Hut following the line of 
argument which T have taken up, and in which I have the support of 
my Honourable friend, Major Ahmad Nawaz Khan (Laughter), that ia 
no reason whatever wdiy the British Empire should not have the benefit 
of something which India has built up, even though such benefit be at 
the sacrifice of Indian interests. (Laughter.) Moreover, how' is it pos¬ 
sible for India to have an increasing measure of control over Aden which is 
an iujportant strategic link in the chain of the Empire route ? I. therefore, 
feel, Sir, that the arguments which have been advanced against the transfer 
of Aden to the C'olonial Office are aU of a parochial nature, and if my 
friends.on the Opposition Benches try to think seriously and take a 
broadminded view, they will come to the conclusion, that although, at the 
first blusli. His Majesty’s Government’s action may seem to he wholly 
indefensible on any grountl.s, and particularly indefensible on moral 
grounds (Laughter), still on grounds of high Imperial morality, this is the 
only step possible for His Majesty's Government. Sir, it seems to me that 
Aden is already lost to India Hn<l that this debate is of purely academic 
value. ('Ap])lause.) 

Mr. B. Sitaramaraju (Ganjam enm Vizagapatam : Non-Muham¬ 
madan Kural) : Mr. l)e])uty President, after a debate on this motion 
for a day and a half on tfie floor of this House, after the debate in the 
Council of State, and after the very exhaustive review of my friend, 
Mr. Jadhav, the Ea*-Minister from Bi>uibay, and the flocxi of literature 
w'hicli has been brought to bear upon the discussion by my friend, 
Mr. Gaya Prasad Singli. and the biting sarcasm of the last speaker 
which has enlivened this debate, ordinarily 1 would have considered 
that enough ha.s been already said and that I should not take part in 
the debate, but the intense feeling which Ilis Majesty’s Government's 
proposals have created in this country, which is as profound as it is 
mtcuse, has compelled me to say a few words. Furthermore, Sir, this 
morning, the Finance Member was pleased to make one or two remarks 
about which I am a little disturbed. Sir, a few month's ago, we were 
discussing a similar question, and that question was with regard to fhe 
separation of Burma. This morning when the Hdnonralble the Pinanee 
Member said that there were certain principles which guided usi f^r 
Assessing the assets andjiabilities of Aden, I thought that we were jruided 
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today on this motion by a diflPerent set of principles from this which 
v^e had followed in regard to the separation of Burma. Sir, with regard 
to the question of Burma, Honourable Meml)ers arc aware that the 
Standing Finance Committee was asked to go into the question of the 
settlement of accounts, I mean into the assets and liabilities both of 
this country as well as of Burma, and the whole question of financial 
obligations involved was to bo taken into consideration. Rut. Sir, we 
find today that the methods of approach for a ]>roper assessment of the 
assets and financial liabilities involved are not the same. However, 
when 1 refer to the financial aspect on this motion, 1 should like to say 
a few Avords. 

Turning noAV to the <piestion of the Settlenien! of Aden, <»ne thing 
cannot he gainsaid, that this Hetlleim-nt had been avo?i ]>y Indian arms, 
that it had been developed by Indian labour, that it had been main¬ 
tained by Indian enterprise, and 1h.*it it had been sustained by Indian 
money. That eannot be gainsaid. All th.it was not the work of His 
Majesty Government. A barren roek across tlic bay was not eonv(‘rtod 
into a prosperous Settlement in a day. It was the Avork of nearly a 
century attended Avith graAe risks—and that Avas the Avork of Indians 
in ibis country. Sir, for Avhat end AAas all that done V Was it 
done merely for the purpose of providing a link in the Imperial chain 
of aggression ? No, Sir. The cautions Indian merchant, in his affluence, 
the groaning tax-payer of India, in his poA’orty, Avould not have contributed 
but for the assurances given by the then GoA^ernment that Atlen A’muld 
ever remain a part of the Indian Empire. This question of separation 
of Aden from India AA^as not' a question of yesterday or today. It has 
been a live ({uestion from the day Avhen ]»opnlar eontrol was sougjit to be 
iiitrodiiced into the Legislatures of this country. When tin* reforms of 
191 !> Avere introduced, it Avas contemplated tliat Bombay should be 
deprived of Aden, beeause, under the (-onstitiilion, the Provincial Gov- 
erniiienls would have an admixture of ])opiilar clement. Rut the actual 
transfer Avas only made after the report of the Simon Commission Avii^m 
it was found that provincial atitonomy aa'.os at any rate im^vitable under 
the Constitution. The transfer from Rombay to Delhi Avas made in the 
teeth of opposition of the Rombay people and the rest of the country. 
It Avas openly said by the ])ublic of this country that this was only a 
step in aid to take it ultimately under the eontrol of the Imperial 
Government. W^c were then assured that it was not so. But today Ave 
find that that apprehension was not misplaced. His Majesty’s Gov¬ 
ernment Avould have us believe that Ave should haA’e trust in them. I 
would like to ask Avhy that trust should he on our side alone ? Why do 
not they extend the charity of their confidence a little to us when they 
expect some trust from us f They were alAvays speaking of self-deter¬ 
mination. Only a few hours ago, Mr. Jadhav referred to it. When 
they wanted to separate Burma, they impressed upon us the virtues of 
self-determination. Where is that self-determination now f Do they 
propose to give self-determination to the people of Aden f The Arabs, 
the Jews, the Somalis and the Indians, one and all have been repeatedly 
protesting against the transfer of Aden to the Colonial Office. Why 
is tliw no seif-determ in {ition for them now ? Wlien it suits their 
plirpuse, - the, talk of . self-determination. If it does hot 

xiaiiiit ‘ V eaicuses .Jasons.^. ,What js the most, formid¬ 

able reason that they advance today for* transfer or iKis p<5l}se8si8if ? 
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As fl bait* to us, as an inducement to us, for favourable consideration of 
their proposal, they say that it will relieve a j)ort5on of the burden upon 
the taxpayer of this country, because, by th(» transfer of this settlement, 
we will be saved* so much money under military expenditure. May I 
respectfulJy ask, did Ills Majesty’s Government think that there was 
such a person as a taxpayer in this country whose burden had f?ot to be 
reliev(*d avIicti erores and crorcs of rupees were heinj^ spent uj>on, what 
is called, the military expenditure in this country, an ex|)enditure which 
is out of all i)roportion to the actual re(|uirem(*nts of tliis country, and 
certainly out of all propoi-tion to the caf)acity of tliis country to bear ? 
Where was this taxpayer then ? Why did they not think of the tax- 
j)ayer’s l)urden ? Why are they thinking;: of a few lakhs now ? The 
reason is not far to seek. A few years a^o, Mr. Wedprwoorl Beoii. ex- 
Secretary of State, admitted tliat the military ex[)(*nditure that we had 
been incurrinfr, and had been fouiul charp-tul npoii the revenues of this 
count i-y for the purj)ose of keeping a hif^- army of this country, might 
be, to some (‘xtent, a legitimate charge upon the Imperial revenues. He 
w'iiuted to give an assurauee that the whole qiusstion would he examinccl, 
and that otdy such ]iortion as India could legitimately' bear would l)e 
apportioTied to lier. A trihuual was constituted for that purpose ; but 
we do not know what the award of that tribunal was. But if an 
impartial jiidgnumt is given by that tribunal, there can he no doubt that 
much of tliis exjienditure, whether it is incurred at Peshawar or whether 
it is incurred at Aden, would be a legitimate charge upon His Majesty’s 
Government rather than upon the taxpayer of this country. Therefore, 
it is a hit complicated to bring in the question of the Imperial aspect 
of the (iefonci^ of Aden into the profit and loss account of this possession. 
However, wlien we come to discuss the financial asp(*et of the question, 
we can give it due consideration. This morning. Sir George Schuster 
was pleased to state that up till IfiOO, tlie entire cost of the civil 
and military administration of Aden was borne by India. The fact is 
admitt(‘d that so far as the civil expenditnn* is concerned, that civil 
expenditure has been more or less eveidy balanced. Assuming for the 
nunmuit that tlie figures for BKJ.’l J>4 wliieli ^v(Hlld show even a favourable 
balance to us should not he taken into aecount. taking the average whic-li 
was given by tin* Finance Member for tlie last :;(‘ven years, even then, 
it Avoidd show that it is eveidy bahiiiced. Tiierefore. tine civil expendi- 
turi! need not trouble us. The (piesiioi!, then, is the question of military 
ex))cnditur(\ When we consider it, we have to consi<ler ih.o pnnpose for 
which tlie Settlement was founded. Tlonourable Members are fully 
aware of the fact that Aden is just across the Bay Without India there 
is no Aden, and there can never be :in Aden. That Aden is very vital 
to the defence of India, cannot be gainsaid. Whatever may be its 
position, whatever may ho its importance for the purpose of protection 
of the trade routes jiassing that wuiy, it cannot he gainsaid for a moment 
that its position is such that it is mainly essential for the defence of 
India. Then, why should we be deprived of that possession, and why 
.should we be told that we need not pay or incur any expenditure in that 
behalf. When it is so essential for the Defence of India, it is our right 
to i>ossess that defence post, and it is our duty to incur-, expenditure 
on that account. And we are prepared to do that. If it is not the 
eoncern of India, and if it is not an essential part of our defence, may I 
ask, what right had they to spend all these years the taxpayer’s money 
■for a purpose which was not India’s ? Even according to Sir George 
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Scliuster, several laklis of rujK'es have been s])ent every year on military 
expenses and the fijrnre was Ks. 47J erores one year. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : As ray Honourable friend is 
inenlinning ray naiiie, 1 iniist ask him to sjH'ak up. 1 have not heard 
even five words ot what he has said so far in his speeeh. 

Mr. B. Sitaramaraju : 1 was stating, Mr. Deputy President, that 
acf*o](]ing to the figures which were given by Sir (Jeorge Schuster, the 
expenditure that was incurred for military purposes at Aden was .some¬ 
times even as miieli as Bs. 47 J erores. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : I never used a figure of that 
kind. 

Mr. B. Sitaramaraju : Then my note is incorrect, because 1 have got 
here Hs. 47^ lakhs. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : Lakhs, yes, and not erores. 

Mr. B. Sitaramaraju : I made a mistake, I meant lakhs ; it is Rs. 47 J 
lakhs. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : That was the figure in 1926- 
27. 

Mr. S. 0. Mitra (Chittagong and Rajshahi Divisions : Non>Muham- 
madan Rural) : For these years it will be erores. 

Mr. B. Sitaramaraju : Since 18*19, from 16 lakhs of rupees to the 
peak figure of Rs. 47^ lakhs can be said to be the expenditure that had 
been incurred for the purpose of military control there. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : That was not expenditure in 
1839. The expenditure in 1839 wa.s a mere fraction of that. 

Mr. B. Sitaramaraju : I am afraid 1 am misunderstood. What I am 
.saying is this, that from 1839, up to the present moment, whatever may 
be the variations, the figures range from Rs. 16 lakhs to Rs. 47^ lakhs 
at the highest. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : No. 

Mr. B. Sitaramaraju : Was it ever less than Rs. 15 lakhs ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : 1 have no information as to 
what the expenditure in 1839 was. The expenditure in 1900 was about 
Rs. 20 lakhs a year. 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir ; Was it not in one year something like 
Rs. 60 lakhs also ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : I have already said to my 
Honourable friend that in 1926-27 the net cost to India was about 
Rs. 47i lakhs. Therefore, as His Majesty’s Government was paying 
£72,000, the total cost must have been very^nearly Rs. 60 lakhs. 

Mr. B. Sitaramaju : There is a little difficulty about these figures, 
g Mr. Jadhav gave certain figures which were not 

admitted by the Honourable Sir George Schuster, 
who, in his turn, gave some figures. I have a third set of figures with me. 
To reconcile them is rather difficult. The difficulty is due to the fact that 
wc have not gone fully into these figures, in any ^mmiUee. But nobody 
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can disputo that larj^e sums of money have been spentou the military ex¬ 
penditure at Adeji. If the total amount is to be taken, assuming that we are 
not to calculate compound interest, it would go to several crores. ^ If the 
control of the Settlement is going to be taken over, what right has England 
to ask us to bear this money which was spent ? If they want to take it 
away, they must refund every single pie that had been spent by the tax¬ 
payer of this country. We are not claiming compound inter(^st or even 
simf)1e interest. We simply claim that the money that had been taken 
from th(* excliequer of this country should be refunded to us. I venture 
to submit that the assets which have been taken from this country should 
be assessed on the same j)rineiple that had been followed in the case of the 
separ.'ition of Burma. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : The Honourable Member 
refers to the separation of Burma. When I addressed the House this morn¬ 
ing, 1 i^ointed out that, as regards Aden, we have followed exactly the 
same ])rinciple, which has been proposed in connection with the sermration 
of Burma, that is to say, when the military^ and political administration was 
taken over, the buildings which were part of the normal equipment of the 
Government were transferred without any charge. That is the principle 
which is being suggested as regards Burma. 

Mr. B. Sitaramaraju : I heard this morning Sir George Schuster to 
say that they made a free gift of the barracks and other buildings to His 
Majesty *s G overnment. 

The Honourable Sir Cteorge Schuster : What I stated was that \ylien 
Ilis ^la.iesty^s Government took over the responsibility for the military 
and political administration of Aden with all the cost that that involved, 
the buildings necessary for carrying out such functions were transfererd. 
But what we transferred to Ilis Majesty's Government was not an asset, 
but a very heav.v liability. 

Mr. B. Sitaramaraju : There is one other aspect of the question. 
Unle»3s we have a proper profit and loss account, we cannot properly con¬ 
sider the financial obligations really involved. 

T now come to the civil administration of Aden. I for one consider that 
the (pieslion of the civil administration is not so important as the military 
control Important as it may appear to a few merchants in Bombay, I 
think the nuestion does not assume the same ]>roportion as the military 
coni ml does. Without the military control, the possession is not of much 
use to tins country. It is essential that for the defence of this country 
such an important outpost, which is so vital to us, should be with us. It 
may be that that post also protects the tradi* routes of other colonies, in 
which case we are entitled to get a fair conribution from those who get the 
benefit of tliis port. So I venture to submit that the military control and 
the civil administration an* inseparable and, so far as we are concerned, 
we arc not going to accei^t anything sliort of that The argument ad¬ 
vanced for transfer is that Aden will not fit into the Federation that we are 
going to have. The reason advanced about its geographical position has 
been already dealt with by other speakers. The Secretary of State ha.s said 
that Aden does not form a province and, therefore, it will be a misfit in the 
Federation. If Aden does not form a province or a part of the province, 
whose fault is that ? It was till lately a part of the Bombay Presidency. 

It was deliberately tranafeired from the province of Bombay to Delhi. We 
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were not parties to it. We protested against it. It. is the (Joverniuent 
that brougiit about this situation by separating it, from Bombay and, 
having brought that about, they find fault with it. It is not fair. With all 
these autocratie Princes coming into tlie Federation, 1 J(» not 

know if the Federation is going to be a proper fit, but if Aden, being a non¬ 
provincial unit, is a ndsfit in tlie Federation, the n'lnedy is to restore Aden 
to the ]>!-oviuce of Bombay from whicli it has been taken. I am g!ad to 
note from the re])ly that the Secretary of State has given that tlie dif^He.ulty 
about Ad('n was not insurmountabJe. 1 do hope that the obslaele will soon 
be surmounted. One thing more and T have done. It is said that Aden is 
so far away and remote from India. Why. in tliat case, I ask. should it be 
linked witli the judicial iidministration of Bombay still V Thai would g«> 
sliow tluit the connection of Aden could not be separated altogether fi-om 
Bombay, however miieh they may want it. Further, it will mn ))ay them 
to do so. With these few remraks. 1 vennir* to submit that it is (lie unani¬ 
mous opinion not only of this House, but of tlie whole cou'isi-v thal tlie 
administration of Aden, civil and military, should never lx* si parated Irom 
India Avith AA’hich it has been connected so far. 

Mr. 0. 8. Ranga Iyer (Kohilknnd and Knmaon Divisions : Non- 
Muhammadan Kural) : Sir, I had given notice of a motion ^vllich I do not 
propose to mow, but which I certainly projiosed to jilace on record, after 
hearing tlie speech of the ])revi<xis speaker : 

** This Assomblv, after <iutv eoiisideriii}; the Government of Ludia Press CVxii- 
muniqu^ of June 20th, 1933, subiuils tluit whilst no lonj^a'r objecting to the transfer to 
Imperial control of the political and military administration of Aden, ur it exists at 
present, it is definitely of opinion that its civil administration be contimied with the 
Government of India or, if thought oece.Hsary, to be retransferred to tlie Government of 
Bombay, but that such civil administration not be transferreil to the Golonial Offlee.” 

Hir, I ])ersonally am not very much charmed by the motion of ni,v Hon- 
oimible friend. Dr. Zianddin Alimad, Avltieh begins by saying : 

While recording tlieir eiiipliatic ]iroteMt against tiie fonn)l(‘te transfer to the 
Colonial Office of Aden Settlement, etc. ” 

P>nt i^‘ T ['r(i}>os.e to ST'])|K>rl it, it is beeaiise it ’s a eoni[)r(»mi'.'‘ betwixni 
Mr. Blnirnit Sbig's nu tion wbitd? Avants the re-transfer to India nf 111** 
military and political control and the motion that Avas moved in tin* (Vnin- 
cil of State Avliieli I Avanted to be repeated in this Douse. Therefore, as 
an agreed f)ro])osilion. f hope that it Avill be ])iit to vote and cMrrirxI nnani- 
monsly. If T do not iv'cord m,v emphatic firotest against the transfer of 
military’ control and jAolitieal control of Aden to (treat Britain, it is beeanse 
I do not belicAT in doing things too late. Six years ago, this transfer took 
place. This Assembly has been in existence for the last six years an^it 
wakes up today. Six years ago, the matter came up for discussion. We 
haA’^e hern quoting the reply of Sir Deiiy^s Bray and criticising that reply 
today and reading meanings into it which are not accepted by the OoA’ern- 
inent. This Assembly, which is competent and has been clever and sorne- 
times even clumsy’^ in making motions for adjournment on matters of great 
or tri^'ird importance, could certainly have moved all these six years or, 
afler the accomplishment of the transfer, an adjournment motion of protest. 
Not luiving moved it, 1 do not personally like to protest : I like to bow to 
the inevitable. We, with open eyefi, missed our opportunitie.s. We have 
shown silence of which we have not been generally capable on matters on 
whir)] wr felt deeply. Having acquiesced in the transfer of military and 
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political control, I personally am willing to bow to the inevitable. What 
I would not agree to is the transfer of civil control and I shall tell you why. 
The civil conti-ol is necessary for our trade pur})oses. Aden is an important 
factor in the i)romotiojj of India’s trade. It is also necessary from a senti¬ 
mental— Indian as well as British—and a military point of ^ Sir, I 

believe in British connection ; T believe in Dominion Status : I tore away 
from a national oi'ganisation when it was committed to a policy of inde¬ 
pendence. 

Captain Sher Muhammad Khan Gakhar (Nominated \on-Odicial) : 
Su])})ose ihere is a dispute between the civil and the military administration, 
'i\hat would my friend suggest ? 

Mr. C. S. Ranga Iyer : I am coming to that. Sir, I tore away from an 
imporlani jiolitical organisation when it declared war on British coiincctioiU. 
If I say tliat Aden should be under India’s civil control, it is because Aden 
is under Pjngland’s military control. My gallant friend over there. Avho 
is always anxious to know the connection between civil and military matters, 
can be easily answered. When there are emergencies and crises, naturally 
t>»e militarj' control dominates the civil control. The master of military and 
political affairs is certainly the master of the situation when civil authorities 
will not be powerful. As for the question of distance between India and liJng- 
lar.d in this world, where we can cover long distances by air. tbe distance 
between Plngland and Aden has shrunk. It has also shrunk between 
England and India. Aden is an important centre between India and 
England, and it must remain so, so far as military and y)olitieal affairs 
ar^‘ under Pliigland’s cojitrol, for it is England’s Gibraltar of the East. 1 
am willing to place England in that position knowing as 1 do that my 
country has a large seaboard and no navy of her own. We are very 
much d(‘pcndent ui)on the British na\y, for we have a vulnerable seacoast 
which many of us oftentimes rhoose to forget. But trade i.. of very great 
importance to us. The money that we have invested in Ade?i is of ecuia) 
imp(»rtanee. Indian brain and Indian money has im])rovefl ihe Aden of 
today and it is but fit and proper that Great Britain, which believes in 
British connection, should leave the civil control in our hands so that 
we may feci that, in .some sport in the middle. Great Britain and India 
are working together. It is, from this point of view, to illustrate the 
Indo-British connection, that I would insist that the civil control should 
rest with us. 1 am not chasing the will-o’-the-wisp of military control. 
Some, one said that Aden was like a kf'ttle which had gone into the sea. 
Aden is not under the sea. On the contrary, it is. as it were, the watch 
tower of the East and, from there, it view's and surveys the sea. Sir, 
the.si» arc the times of depression and as the trade of India is important 
to Aden as well as to India and to countries from which our goods are 
distributed, I w^ould suggest to His Majesty’s Government that they should 
not, against the unanimous wish of this House and of the Council of State, 
take away the civil control from our hands. I hope they will mi take 
away the (ivil control, for 1 believe they will not like to estrange us on 
an important matter like the civil control of Aden. Sir, the Honourahlo 
the Leader of the House mentioned, I believe, the question of coiistitn- 
tioiial changes wiiich are probably worrjdng either some people in Aden 
or Ilis Majesty’s Government. But there are no constitiitioiml difficul¬ 
ties in re-transferring Aden to Bombay’.s control if Aden mus^ como under 
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the Federation. Aden was under the control of Bombay before, and the 
Bombay Government could carry on the civil administration. It is provided 
even in this communique of the Government that the liombay High Court 
will be of use to Aden subjects even after the com])Jetion of tlo* transfer. 1 
think 1 am right in saying so, because J have not got the commiiiiiciue before 
me, and I am speaking from recollection. If that is so, and if distance 
does not cojiie in tin* way in this particular respect, J caiiot see wliy civil 
control should not he in Bombay’s hands as it has been hitheilo. I iio])e 
and trust that, in the constitutional adjustment, Aden will not be taki*n 
away from us so far as the civil affairs are concerned. 

Dr. F. X. DeSouza (Xominated Xon-Ollicial) : Mr. Deputy Pre¬ 
sident, with your permission, J should like to intervene for a few moments 
in this debate, because I am interested in Malabar and, to some extent, 
in the trade of the West ('Oast. You are aware* that Aden is the dis¬ 
tributing centre for a considerable portion of the produce of Malabar 
consisting of pepper, tobacco, spices, plantation products and timber. 
The trade in these articles is handled by Arab merchants who are 
financed by Indian bankers resident in Aden who allow them credit 
from three to six months at a time. They buy these articles in Malabar 
and carry them in Arab bottoms built at Aden out of Malabar timber 
and distribute them in Persia, lra<(. Arabia and the east coast of 
Africa. This trade has been roughly estimated to amount to something 
like half a crore. 

When it was announced by Ills Majesty’s Government that the 
control of Aden was to be transferred to the (’olonial Office, consider¬ 
able ])erturbation wa,s caused in Malabar among traders as well as 
producers as to what was to happen to this trade. We all know that 
trade follows the flag, hut it has been the unfortunate experience of 
Indian trade that it has never flourished under the Golonial Flag. 
On the contrary, whenever a (’olonial Administration has taken charge 
of Indian trade, a blight seems to have overtaken that trade. Yon have 
only to look aeross the water and you will find that Somaliland, when 
it Avas administered by the Government of Bombay, had a flourishing 
trade and its seaports of Barbara. Zaila, Biilhar were thriving ports ; 
the port of Barbara had a pojndation of 20,000 with busy docks, wharves 
and warehouses. After the Somali war, the Government of that Cfdony 
was handed ov(!r to the GoJoniaJ Office and the result was that these ports 
arc now ])raf*tically dead. Indian merchants, nnahb* to hear the heavy 
taxation and the diserimination against them made by tin* Golonial Ad¬ 
ministrators. gradually left the (V>lony and in their wake* follow(*d the 
Jewish and the Arab merchants. For tlie same reasons, in Kenjm, 
it appears that the Indian wlieat trade Ivr.s i)een ]>ra.etically eliminated, 
that the Indian transport trade has been suppressed and that attempts 
are being made to eliminate the Indian maize trarle. The reason seems 
to be that the Colonial Administrator does not understand the Indian 
settler at all. IJe knows the SJuropean trader and settlor. IB* knoAvs 
the native of the (’olony which he is administering ; but the Indian 
settler, an Asiatic Avho claims equality of opportunity Avith the European, 
has no place in his philosophy. Tn the result, we find that whenever 
the ('olonial Office has taken over the administration of territory where 
Indians are settled, the trade of India suffers very severely. 
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The Aden trade with Malabar will suffer for another reason, viz,, 
that the neighbouring African Colonies of Kenya, Tanganyika and 
Uganda are very serious rivals to Malabar with regard to the produce 
which Malabar exports. Only the other day, 1 heard that there was a 
trade /nission sent under the ffigis of the Government of Kenya to 
Aden to negotiate an agreement for the sale of the i)lantation produce 
of Kenya. As it happened, the Indian bankers at Aden refused to give 
credit to the merchants and the English bankers also refused to give 
credit, heeanse their credentials were nf)t satisfactory. We all know 
that the planters in Kenya have very i)owerrul connections and have 
friends at Court and there is no doubt that they will in a short time be 
able to eliminate the Malabar produce from the Aden market if Aden 
is transferred to the control of the (Vdoiiial Office. 

TJiis debate has been initiated by my Honourable friend, the Leader 
of the House, with a motion tliat this House do take into consideration 
the eounniinicpie of the Government of India. The communique con¬ 
tains the following words : 

** Almidy Aden (Sottleiiient) to some extent is iincler Tmperinl control and it is 
inseparable \v praetiee from the Aden Profeetorato whieh has alr(*adv j)asst;d wholly 
out of Indian control.»’ 

Jf 1 understand these words rightly, they seem to imply that if the 
SettleiiKuit of Aden continues to remain under the control of the Go^- 
erjiment of India, tiiere would he divided control—a sort of dyarchy — 
which, in time of war, will be unworkable. That seems to be the most 
reasonable interpretation to be placed upon this eommuni(jne. If that 
IS so, it is clear that the mind of His Majesty's Government is already 
made up with regard to the transfer of the civil control of the Aden 
Settlemenl. I'nfortunately the Honourable Members on the Treasury 
iienelies Jiave their lij^s sealed under an Ordinance, whether it is a self- 
denying Ordinanee or an Ordinance imposed by the Secretary of State, 

1 do not know. We do not know what really are the reasons whieh 
have i)rom]ded His Majesty’s Government to take the course w'hich 
they propose to do. Therefore, not knowing the reasons underlying the 
action of His Majesty’s Government the arguments advaneed by the 
several speakers in this House against the measure se<un to be more or 
less like tilting at a wind-mill. But, being a Subordinate Legislature, 
we have no reason to complain. 

B(* that as it may, it seems to me that the most reasoTiahle explana¬ 
tion to he placed upon llie action of His Majesty's Govonimeiit is this. 
During the war, the strategie importance of Adt'n, as a military and a 
naval base, in ease of a future war, was discovered. 11 i^ ^laje.sty’s 
Government is unwilling to <lisclo.se the implications of tliis discovery, 
because it would not he in the piddie interest to do so, and T venture to 
think that tliat is the reason why tliey have imposed a seal of silence 
up(Mi the lips of the oeoiipauts of the Treasury Beuehos. If that is the 
correct explanation, it seems to mo that it is idle to charge either the 
Gov(*rnment of India or His Majesty's Government with hreaeh of 
faith or violation of ])ledges. Becamse, as my Honourable friend. 
Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad, pointed out, here we are functioning not in the 
moral plane hut in the plane of high politics ; and we all know that to 
a politician as well as a diplomat, language is given to conceal his 
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thouj'lits. Tlieu, again, it is idle to urge our moral claims to the reten¬ 
tion of Alien, ciaims based upon Aden having been developed from a 
barren rock with a population of 3,000 to a flourishing port, the entrepot 
for tlie trade of the middle east, with a population of more than 50,000. 
It seems to be idle to urge our moral claims, because, if it is Imperial 
policy that dictates the transfer of Aden to the Colonial Government, 
there is no answer. Salus patriae suprema lex. 

What then should this Assembly do 1 Should we, as was said by 
my Honourable friend, Mr. Puri, whom 1 am sorry not to see here, 
fold our hands in silence and offer Satyagraha ; because, as he said, it 
is useless to try to bargain with an opponent with overwhelming 
strength V Or shall we say, as my IJonourable friend. Major Nawab 
Ahmad Nawaz Khan, suggested, that the people of Bombay and Karachi 
and the other ports a/fected should look upon this as a loss caused by 
an act of God, say by an earthquake f Of course, it is very easy to 
preach resignation under other people s misfortunes. But these seem 
to me to be counsels of despair. 1 do not think that that is an attitude 
of mind with wdiich we should meet the situation. A similar situation 
on a vastly larger scale oft'ered itself to the British Government in 
framing a scheme for the Federation of India. They had to hand over 
the immense trade of the British nation wdth India to the future Federal 
Government. Did they fold their hands and say : “ We do not care 
what happens to this trade ; let it take care of itself ^ No ; they 
insisted upon constitutional safeguards being inserted in the Constitu¬ 
tion that no discrimination shall he allowed against British trade by the 
future Federal Government. 1 wish our Honourable friends, the Mem¬ 
bers of the European Group, would help us and tell us how a similar » 
guarantee may be insert(‘d in the Instrument of Transfer, transferring 
the administration of Adcii from the Government of India to the 
Colonial Governnient. It is true that there are certain vague promises 
which are offered in this communique. But, as pointed out by every 
speaker on the Opposition Benches as well as on these Benches, these 
are hedged round with so many ** ifs ” and so many “ ans ” that they 
are certain to be treated as mere scraps of paper. 

[At this stage, Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shanmukham 
Chetty) resumed the Chair.] 

What we want is a oatofforical fruarantoe, specially with regard to 
clauses 3, 4 and 6 of the communique^, vtz,, that Aden will be maintained 
as a free port, that no further additional taxation will be imposed and 
that on no account wdll any racial legislation or segregation be permit¬ 
ted by His Majesty's Government. 

Sir, enouirh has been said about compensation which ought in 
Justice be paid to India and I do not wish to dilate fiirtlier on this 
point. 

But wdiatever the compensation granted may be, I feel certain that 
there will be deep and snllon resentment in the mind of political India 
caused by the aetioTi proposed to be taken by His Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment. Sir, at a time when every otrier country and every other nation 
is endeavouring to capture foreign markets by appointing Trade Com- 
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laissioners and otherwise to develop the trade of their country, here 
we arc asked to sacrifice a large market amounting to eight crores of 
rupees, at our very door, created by oi^ enterprise. And while un¬ 
employment is ncute, wc arc asked to sacrifice a not inconsiderable field 
for the employment of our nationals, not only in the service of Gov¬ 
ernment, but also in mercantile houses. And, above all, we are ajsked 
to give 111 ) to au unsympathetic administration a flourishing Colony 
wliich lias been developed at the expense and by the enterprise of Indian 
nationals. And when, in course of time, the Colonial Office takes charge 
of Aden, and, in the picturesiiue language of the Statesman newspaper, 
the Indian population exchanges the whips of the Government of India 
for the scorpions of the (’oloniai Office there will be one more cry raised 
from Indians o\(‘rseas and that cry will stir political India deeper than 
any other cry of a similar kind has .stirred it before ; because, it will 
he a cry raised not from the descendants of indentured coolies as in 
Soutli Africa or from segregated hawkers and shopkeepers as in Kenya 
and Tanganyika, but it will be a cry raised by powerful mercantile 
interests with influential connections in Karachi, Bombay, Rangoon 
and all the other important ports of India. And, therefore, in all 
humility, 1 ask llis i\laje.sty\s Government to pause before they decide 
to Take the action they j)ropo.so, and if the blow is inevitable, then, so 
far ns lies in their power, to .soften the blow 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir : Sir, T rise to supi)ort. I believe it is a Resolu¬ 
tion moved by my Honourable friend, Dr. Ziaiiddin Ahmad. 1 under¬ 
stand, the intention of Government in allowing the non-official Members 
of this House to express their o])inion is fo enable Government to realise 
the feelings of all Indians on this question. I should have thought 
that by now, Mr. President, all Honourable Members on the opposite 
side had fully n^alisod the strong feelings,—you may call it sentiment 
if you like or you may, if you like, call it bad argument combined with 
sentiment,—that exists throughout the country ; that the step now 
proposed by His Majesty’s Government, namely, the transfer of the 
civil administration of Aden to the Colonial Office is strongly resented. 
Sir, every one of us has been supplied with a considerable amount of 
literature. I have got it in front of me, and, T am sure, ray friend, the 
Honourable the Leader of the House, must have got two copies each 
sent to him. (Laughter.) 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Shore r Not even one. 

Sir Oowasji Jehangir : Then, Sir, may I present him with this bunch 
(f pamphlets on tlie question of the tran.sfer of Aden,—and every one 
of these pamphlets protests against the proposed transfer. Sir, my 
friends who have already spoken have left very little for any one else 
to say, hut the fact th»nt, even after what little I shall have to sav 
many more will ri.se to their feet, will, I trust, convince Honourable 
Members opposite, if they are not already eonvinced, that the proposed 
transter of Aden has not got the approval of the people of this country. 
Now, hir, the latest contribution that has been made to thi.s subject is 
this communique. I think my friend, Mr. Munshi, from Burma was 
rat.icr enamoured of this communique, and, lest anybody might mis- 
liucierstand him. he candidly said that it was one of the worst argu¬ 
ments ever put forward by Government, but his sarcasm went to such 
L302LAD 
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an extent that it was liable to be misunderstood ; as a matter of fact, 

1 quite agree with him that this was one of the worst arguments ever 
put up by Government to my knowledge with regard to the transfer 
of Aden. Now, Sir. wliat are the reasons given in this communujue 
.lyhieh we are seriously asked to consider ? The first point is that Aden 
do^ not naturally fit into the jiew Federation. Well. Sir, T ]>resume 
there are other Federations in tliis v/orld like (iermany. Fnited States, 
and so on—they all have colonies. Do Government seriously mean to 
contend that if India is to ho a Federal ion in the hit Tire, idu* should 
give ii]i all hopes of having colonies, or do they mean that it will lu* 
difficult to attach Aden to any one province ? Sir. T honestly say that 
when the administration of Aden was transfeiT(*d from the Government 
of Bombay to the Government of India. wi‘ never realised that it would 
be brought up as an argument in favour of transferring Adfui to the 
Colonial Office,—for that is the meaning of this argument. If it had 
remained witli Bombay, there would have h(‘en no justification for 
putting forward this argument that Aden will not fit into a Federation. 
Shall we he said to exngsrernle when T say that we had apprehensions 
of .some such tJiiufr n heu Aden was transferred from Bombay to the 
Government of Itidia As a matter of faet. I know very well that 
many of my friends in Bombay said that this was meredy a Ihin end 
of the wedge, and the next step would bo that it would have to go to 
the Colonial Office ; but the very strong language, in which '\^e were 
told that Government had no such intention, allayed our appndionsions. 

I do not want to worry this llT»use iiy rt‘adimr again tin* words of the 
then Foreign Secretary uttered in tlie presence of the Viceroy to a 
deputation that waited on him in 1931, when he told the deputation 
tliat Government had no ulterior motives in making the transfer from 
the Government of Bombay to the Government of India, and that it 
w^as only a question of administration. Now, Sir, personally I did not 
really qveh then full.v understand the great difficulty of administration. 

I h,ad something to do with the administration of Aden for several 
years, and although there was .some delay on account of the Bombay 
Government having to get the approval of the Government of India in 
many of their proposals, it was not an insuperable difficulty. Such 
delays occur every day in the administration of this country. Pro- 
■\incial Governments have to get the orders of the Government of India 
on many que.stions which cause delay and inconvenience, but it is no 
use crying over spilt milk. The transfer was made, but we 
never expected that that transfer would be flung in our faces 
as an argument in favour of again transferring the administration of 
Aden to the Colonial Office. Sir, it is a poor argument to put forward 
after wffiat fell from the lips of rcsi>onsible officers of the Government 
of India. 

Then, Sir, we are told that to some extent the control has already 
passed into Imperial hands. Now, who agreed to that transfer t We 
were never consulted. And what is much more, an undertaking was 
given that we would be consulted. Mr. President, not even the Gov¬ 
ernment of Bombay was consulted. Par from being consulted, they 
beard of it for the first time when the Home Member for the Bombay 
Government was actually on his feet moving a Bill in the Legislative 
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Council of Bombay for Aden—he heard of it for the first time in the 
Legislative Council when he was actually moving a Bill, and he was 
taken by surjjrise. Ilis only answer was that all he could say was 
that the Government of India hud approved of his moving the Bill, and 
he was not responsible. Now, Sir, if that is an argument for the trans¬ 
fer of the civil administration to the C^olonial Office, my answer is, re¬ 
transfer the military and foreign control to the Government of India, and 
you will get rid of this argument. If yon have caused a difficulty for 
yourself, then undo the wrong you liave done already, but don’t bring 
it HI) as an argument at tliis stage, for it was your action and not ours, 
your action williout our approval. 

Then, Sir, we come to this anestion of money. We are told that we 
shall be let off £150,000 a year, that is wliat it comes to. If I have under¬ 
stood the Finance Member correctly, the budget of the civil adminis¬ 
tration l)alances itself aiid the contribution of £150.000 we pay a year 
to His Majesty's Gcjveriinicnt will be saved if we agree to the transfer 
o[- Aden to the (’olonial Office. In these matters we do not look at all 
questions from tlie point of view (»f pound, shilling and pence. Suppose 
it does eost us £150,000, it is iiiueh less than what it cost u,s in 1926-27, 
which was Ks. 17 lakhs, and if against our will and against our wishes 
this burden was taken olY (uir shoulders, it is use now coming forward 
and telling us, “ We will relieve you of a further burden of £150,000 
We did not i)ass any Ilesolution in the Imperial Legislative Couiieil, 
or in the Legislative Assembly, or in the Council of State, asking for 
this relief. It was a relief given to us because it was eoiivenient to 
somebody else. W<* did not a.sk for such relief’s. No. 2 is too absurd 
for words, tliat the right of ai)peal in judicial cases will remain with 
tlie Bombay High (’ourt. Take it, for goodness’s sake, to the High 
Court in England We do not want it. If you are to transfer Aden 
to the Colonial Office, I think the Goveniraent of Bombay would be 
justified in saying, “ We shall have nothing further to do with you and 
we shall not have our Iligli Court helping you to administer jmstice 
It is a convenienee to yourself ; it is not a convenience to us. Why put 
it down as an argument in favour of transferring Aden to the Colonial 
Office ? If it is put here as a bait to my friends in Aden that they 
won’t have to go so far to England for their justice, then they might 
We shall have to go 1,600 miles, as we do now, for our appeals. 
We shall all the same have to go 6,000 mdes when we want justice in 
ail other directions It is said that Aden will remain a free port if 

ir is transferred to the Colonial Office. Has it ever been contended that 
it would not be a free port if it remained under the administration of 
India ? What is this ? Is this an assurance given, or is it meant to 
be said that if Aden remains with the Government of India it will no 
longer be a free port ? !What is this assurance to us ? It is qualified. 
My Honourable friend, the Leader of the House, can, without even 
consulting his colleagues, give exactly the same assurance on behalf of 
the Government of India that if the status quo is maintained Aden 
vdll remain a free port so far as it is possible, and I am sure that there 
would be no objection, without consulting even a single one of his 
colleagues, to his giving ns such an assurance and giving the Adenites 
that consolation. The same thing applies to taxes. But Xo. 5 is much 
more important. Sir, I hear from Aden that notwithstanding no 
LSOilLAD To 
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action liaving been taken, no decision having been arrived at, still some 
officers in Aden liave taken it for granted that the administration is to 
be transferred to the Colonial Office, atu! all appointments that were 
given te Indians are now being given to others. I have* lieard that for 
the last two years, for certaiii for the last one year, but T refused to 
believe it. 1 do not know where these orders emaTiated from ; they 
mav not have emanated at all : but 1 am distinelly given to understand 
from Aden that posts that would ordinarily have gone to Indians are 
now b(*ing filled by otluu's. This assurance nn‘ans that all Indians in 
service in Aden wilt be sacked as soon as possible, that some hhiglish- 
nien whose services have betoi lent to Ad(*n by tlu* (lovernnient of 
India may continue to retain their posts so hnig as th<*y are wanted, 
and tlien all appointments will be made by the ('olonial Office as they 
are made for the other colonies. And in these hard tini<*s when un¬ 
employment is ramiiant we are askt‘d to aeeept the position that many 
Indians should he sacked to make room for others. 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Shore : May I interrupt my Honour¬ 
able frituid just f(tr a moment ? 8o far as my information go<‘s, 1 can 
a sure him that no orders have emanated from t}n‘ (xovernmenT of 
Tndbt on tlie lines sugg(‘sted by liim just now. 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir : Will my Hnnonrable friend then issue 
orders tliat posts that hav(' been held by Indians np to now shonld be 
tilled by Indians, until at least tliis transfer is dt*eid(‘d on ? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Shore : T have im doubt tliat the 
normal practice which has prevailed in the past will prevail in the 
immediate future. 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir : I am glad to bear that, and I trust that my 
Honourable friend’s words will reach the administration in Aden and 
that no further Indians will, T do not say. be dismissed, but when 
vacancies occur, Indians will got those posts as they bavo got them for 
the last numi;er of years. 

Sir Iieslie Hudson (TIombay : Kuropean) : On a point of informa¬ 
tion. Sir. May we be told what those posts are which have been taken 
away from Tndian.s ? 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : Education Department. 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir : I am not talking of the Education Depart¬ 
ment ; r am not going to enlighten my Jlononrahle friend and T tell 
him Avhy. For a simple reason. One post was brought to my atten¬ 
tion a fortnight ago. T know^ it. It was in the Port Trust. 

Sir Leslie Hudson : Is that a Oo^'ernment department ? 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir : It is a semi-Govemment department. Tf 
my Honourable friend grants to know the posts, what thev are. and 
what people in Aden are saying. T will refer him to tho.se wlio will be 
able to give him the names of the men w’ho have been employed. T do 
not desire to bring thes(» personal matters before the As.sembly. Tt is 
against my prineiples to talk about any posts, but 1 make the statement, 
a general statement, and I say it is a correct one. 
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The Honourable Sir Joseph Shore : May I bring to the notice of 
my Honourable friend that apiDointinents under the Port Trust are not 
under the control of the (Government of India I 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir : That may be so. 1 know it is so. But the 
idea prevails that Aden is going to be transferred to the Colonial Office 
and preparations should be made for tJiat purpose. 

Br. Ziauddin Alimad : Only a fortnight ago, many persons spoke to 
me about it wlieii 1 was iji Aden. 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir : Now, Sir, as to racial discrimination No. 6. 

^ 1 have not the slightest doubt of the ho^ja fidcs 

of this assurance. Government do intend that no 
racial discrimination shall take place but I have ray strong 
suspicions that Government will not be able to do it. We 
have had bitter experience, Mr. l^esidont. What is the use of 
repeating those experiences over and over again here. They have been 
brought to the attention of Government, of the Colonial Office. Com¬ 
missions have been appointed. People have had to go out to the 
colonies to investigate the injustice to our countrymen. Do we desire 
to add one more grievance to the many grievances that this country has 
with regard to the preferential treatment show’n to others, as compared 
to Indians in the colonics ? 

Major Nawab Ahmad Nawaz Khan (Nominated Non-official) : There 
is a Persian proverb which says : 

“ Ken hjim bar sari ubmi. ” 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir : Translate it. If I am interrupted in Persian, 
I cannot reply. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Bhanmukham Chetty) : Reply 
in Oujerati. 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir : You will rule me out of order, Mr. President, 
if you find out the meaning of my Oujerati. (Laughter.) At any rate, 
Sir, we do not desire to take any further risks with regard to Aden, 
because a good percentag<* of the population of Aden are Indians and if 
after all anything went wrong and there was discrimination against 
Indians, I am afraid the trouble would assume a character which I do 
not like even, to visualise. This bitterness between our two countries has 
increased greatly (ui account of the ill-treatment of Indians in some of 
the colonies. We do not want to add another cause of bitterness. Sir, 
we have heard a good deal about discrimination in India. Nobody 
wants to discriminate but u e do ask those who ask us not to discriminate 
in India to help to see that there is no diserimination against Indians 
in the British Empire and if they cannot help us effectively, which they 
cannot wilh all the desire in the w(»rld, let them at least stand side by 
side with us in fighting, to see that w^e do not have another colony where 
there will be discrimination, a colony which has been, administered by 
Ind’.a. If there was discrimination in that colony, it would never be for¬ 
given in this country and for that reason alone it would be to the interests 
of both countries that Aden shall never be transferrM to the Colonial 
Office. It is not discriminatiou against Indians in favour of English¬ 
men. It is discrimination against Indians, because they are Asiatics, in 
favour of Europeans. The English population of .Aden is next to 
nothing. There are Frenchmen, Italians and Germans in Aden. Do 
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you desire that there shall be discrimination in their favour against 
Indians ? We know that in some of the British colonies, there is dis¬ 
crimination against the British citizens of this Empire in favour of men 
who are citizens of other countries because they happen to be Europeans. 
That is the strongest argument against this transfer. I am not going 
to repeat how Aden became a part of the British Empire but let me 
remind Honourable IMembers opposite that if the administration of Aden 
remains wdth India, Aden shall remain a part of the British Empire, at 
the service of not only England and India but at the service of Australia, 
the Straits Settlements and other countries in the Par East, colonies in 
the British Empire, which Adem serves just as well as it servos India. 

Now, Sir, I will just refer to one more point. It has already been 
made. That is, that if Ihis transfer is inevitable, if as rumour has it, 
it is an accomplished fact,—personally I do hope and trust it is not an 
accomplished fact,—then I do appeal to the Government of India to see 
that justice is don(‘ to the taxpayers of this country. 1 have just now 
said that Aden serves not only India but it lias been of equal service to 
Australia and the Sti-aits Settlements. We have jiaid out of our monies 
for the defence of A<len up to the year 1926. A contribution was paid 
by Great Britain. We shall still continue to pay a contribution, while a 
major portion of the expenditure will be borne by the British exche(|uer 
but if Aden is transferred, then I think it is only justice and equity to 
the taxpayers of this country that the monies that we have spent out of 
tiieir money for the i)roteeti(m of Aden should be refunded to us, 
not with compound iiiterest but so far as can be a.Hcert.aincd with¬ 
out any interest at all and ray main argument for that is, and I will 
repeat it, that Aden is and has been maintained as a fortress not 
only for India but for tlie Empire as w<‘]l and for certain parts of the 
Empire in particular and all sliould put their hands into their pockets. 
Wiiy should India Ik* called upon to contribute €150,000, even if the 
cdniinistration reinaiiLs with India ? Why not Australia ? Why not 
Straits Settlements ? I would like that point to he considered by the 
Government of India. In any case, whether it is left with the Govern¬ 
ment of India or whether it is transferretl to Great Britain, in both 
eases all parts of the Eiii})ire should contribute. Wliy should England 
alone bear the burden ? Why should England pay a contribution or 
why should we pay a contribution ? Are there no other parts of the 
Empire which are benefiting and are there 7io other yiarts of the Empire 
which are being protected ! Sir, I have nothing else to say except to 
reiterate that I do not think there is a single Honourable Member, an 
elected Member, of this House who is in favour of this transfer. I 
confidently say that not one elected Member is in. favour of the transfer, 
and we do hope that the Government of India will convey to His 
Majesty’s Government the strong resentment that this country will feel 
if the transfer does take ])lace. (Applause.) 

Sardar G. N. Mujinndar (Giijrat and Deccan Sardars and 
Inamflars : Landholders) : Sir, I rise to support the amcndmenr moved 
by i.ny Honourable friend, Mr. Bhuput Sing. Though I represent the 
Landholder^ of the Bombay Presidency proper, I have to look to the 
welfare of India in general and of the Bombay Presidency in particular. 
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I think it, therefore, my duty to protest against the transfer of Aden 
from the Government of India to His Majesty’s Government. Not only 
the people of Bombay, but also of India and even of Aden are strongly 
against this transfer. On the 13th September last, a big public meeting 
was held at Calcutta which unanimously protested against the transfer. 
It is a very sad thing that Aden is being snatched away from us after 
our very long and happy connection with her for about a century. The 
people of Aden, comprising of Arabs, Jews and Indians, live in Aden 
together as brethren, and there has never been any sort of inequality of 
status, which state of things we prize the most. Even with regiU’d to 
commerce, industry and employment, every one in Aden feels secured. 
The present prosperous condition of Aden* is only due to the efforts of 
the Bombay Government and the people of Bombay and India, who w^ent 
and established themselves there. The tax-payers of India in general 
and of Bombay in particular have annually contributed lakhs of rupees 
for a number of years to make it what it is today. I know very well of 
■what great importance our connection has been with Aden and how, 
therefore, in the mutual interest of Aden and India, every endeavour 
has been made by Indians to make Aden a prosperous port and a market 
for our produce. Whenever any question came before our Legislature 
regarding the improvements at Aden, we have been most sympathetic and 
I must say we have all along felt that Aden was a part of our own. Aden 
is about 1,600 miles from Bombay, yet with the recent improved 
shipping, it has come nearer to us than many parts of India for the 
transport of our produce, and hence it is very valuable to us. 

Sir, w*e felt very much when Aden was transferred from Boml)ay 
to Delhi and Simla, but we felt safe on the a.s.surance given by His 
Excellency the Viceroy to Sir Chunilal Mehta’s deputation in November, 
1031, that the transfer would not cut off Aden from India and that our 
trade and commerce would bo the special care of the Government of India. 
Sir, on such an assurance, wo, in the districts, did feel and still do feel 
tliat our Government will not let us dow’n. To us this proposal of transfer 
has come as a surprise. It is really unthinkable, after so much sacrifice 
(•n our part, and wdien the Settlement of Aden has become prosperous, 
that our Government could be a party in Aden being taken away from 
us and that, too, against the desire of the people. I am sure. Sir. our 
Oov(Tiiiiieiit will respect the feelings of the people and will also take 
into consideration our sacrifices. Sir, Aden is a central distributing port 
and through Aden our produce is being distributed in the wdiole of 
Arabia and even Africa. Aden has been ^ur valuable mark.t and, in these 
days of depression, wdien the condition of our agriculturist is so miserable, 
I ask, is it not the duty of this Legislature and of this Government to da 
all they can to encourage Indians and the people of Aden to keep up and 
even improve their connection with India ? 

Sir, w'hat is going on everj^w^here in the world ? Everj^ nation is 
doing its best to find out markets for its produce and to try to find out 
rni})loyment for its people. Why was the World Economic Conference 
held ? W^hy did the Pre.sident of the United States make his first duty 
to improve the depression and increase the value of its produce ? I ask, 
Sir, why the Japanese and Lancashire deputations are coming to Simla 1 
When the nations of the world are doing all this, what dp we find here t 
Our people are being driven away from South Africa and from Saat 
Africa, and now it is proposed that we should be a party to an aetHm 
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which would drive away Indians from Aden and Arabia. Is this position 
not pitiable ? Should we be a party to such an action and thereby create 
more starvation ? I think it is the duty of our Government not only tO' 
retain Aden, but, as often promised by them, to try and improve the condition 
of Indians outside India and to establish connections in the world at large 
for the disposal of our produce and thus improve the half-starving con¬ 
ditions in India. 

Sir, when in 1921, an attempt w^as made to transfer Aden, tlie 
Bombay Government sti’ongly .protested, as will be seen from the pro¬ 
ceedings of the Council of State. Again, in 1927, when the (piestioii of 
Aden came up in this House, not only Members of this House, but all 
the important bodies strongly protested against the transfer and even 
the Government of Bombay, through its Honourable ^leinlxT, 8ir Ernest 
Hotson, and its (^hief Secretaiw, exprt^ssed surj)rise at such an action in 
the Bombay Legislative (\)iineil. Sir, this is onr position. 1 appeal 
strongly to Government to consider seriously <>ur j)osition and take courage 
in their hands and tell the British Government that they cannot be a ])arty 
to their desire, as it is entirely against our wishes and interests. Sir, 
after all, the Government of India i.s also a part of the British Goveni- 
ment, and what is the fear if Aden is with us ! Why should they have 
any kind of suspicion ? The people of Aden have stood by the Empire 
at all times and have contributed to the exche(|uer as willingly as the 
Indians. Even during the Somaliland war and the Great War, their 
sacrifices have been as great as tliose of any part of the Empire. If not 
for anything else, for the sake of sacrifices that the Aden people have made 
and for what Indians have done, 1 appeal to Government to respect their 
wishes and their trade 7*elation.s, I assure Government that, if they respect 
them, they will alw^ays be having their good sjunpathios and it is that 
alone, I believe, Government must prize the most. Sir, wuth these words, 
I protest against the transfer of Aden. In conclusion, I may be allowed to 
ask our Finance Member to enlighten as to the total amount the Government 
of Bombay and the Government of India have spent on Aden for the last 
80 years. T know it is a very big amount. Several crores of rupees have 
been spent by the Bombay Government and the Indian Government too. 
Will the Briti.sh Government ])ay this large amount back to uk ? So far 
as civil population is concerned, wo will lose crores of rupees. The 
Honourable the Leader of the Hou.se had made a very important state¬ 
ment, the day before yesterday, with regard to the payment of annual 
contribution by India, tow’ards the military expenditure at Aden, and, if 
this side of the House has rightly understood him, wdth the transfer of 
Aden to the Colonial Government, the citizens of the Aden Settlement 
will be relieved of this payment and the Imperial Government will pay it. 
May T ask. why thi.s discrimination ? Is it right that India should ]>ay 
this amount if Aden stands connected with India and if it is transferred 
to the Colonial Government, the Imperial Government should come lo the 
rescue of the Colonial Government ? I say. Sir, India is not rich enough 
to bear this burden and Indians hope that the Imperial Governmeni will 
not look after her with a .step-motherIj»’ affection. This is really an expense 
for the safeguard of Imperial trade-routes, and justice demands that it 
.should be borne by the Imperial Government hereafter and, T hope, the 
Tjnperral Government will be generous enough to refund the enoniions 
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amount collected on this account from poor India for aU these years, fciir, 
with these words, 1 support the amendment. 

Sir Leslie Hudson : Sir, neither I nor any of mj'' Group have had 
the advantage of being supplied with the librarj^ of ])amphlets which ttie 
IJonourable the Leader of the Independent Party, Sir Cow’asji Jehangir, 
has exliibittid to tlie House. I am sorry because I have no doubt that 
1 should have been able to add to my knowledge of the history of Great 
l»ritain’s taking possession of Aden and the reasons for which it was taken. 

My recollection of it is that it was consequent on the wreck of an 
Indian sailing vessel from the coast of Madras, belonging to the Nawab of 
Carnatic, at Aden, and the plunder of its cargo and the robbing of its 
crew and passengers, the survivors of whom managed to reach the i)ort of 
!\locha where they got into contact with the agent of the Government of 
Br)mh}iy, that in due course an expedition was sent from Pombay to Athu, 
an exj)edition consisting of 700 British and Indian troo])s under the 
command rjf Commander llaincs. Tliat was the reason given for takinsr 
possession of Aden, but the actual reason for gaining a fool-hold in the 
port and harbour of Aden was to furnish a harbour and a coaling station 
for those ‘(‘arly steam vessels that have just begun to ply in the f>eeii.u 
belw(‘en lh)mbay and Sue/. Such a dej)bt was necessary, l)ecause tho.^e 
vessels could not take siiilieient coal for tlie long voyage between Bombay 
and Suez. Aden was the jdace chosen ui)on and the real reason for 
taking ])ossession of Aden was for the formation of a coal depot there. 
Ev(*r since that time, for nearly a hundred years, Aden has been one o? 
the main fuelling statioas of coal and oil throughout the world and. 
while I agree that large sums of Indian capital have been invested in 
Aden, there have also been very large sums of British caj)ital invested 
in Aden. I should like Honotirahle Members to recollect tliis, for we 
have heard quite a number of Honourable Members opposite saying that, 
because of these Indian inve.stuients in Aden, there is a very .strono- case 
for India to retain civil control of Aden. " 

When I heard Member after Member getting up and making use of 
that expression, it brought to my memory almost exactly simito argu- 
ment.s which I frequently heard when T was in England, namclv. that”in 
vifw of the vast amount of British capital invested in India, Great Britain 
should retain her control in India. I wonder, if Honourable Members 
opposite will agree that the same argument should, with justice, ap))iy. 
Although there a]>pears to us on these Benches to be an obvious advantage 
in^ flic unification of the control of Aden '.re do recognise and sympathise 
with the obvious desire in India that she should coiitinue to control the 
civil administration of Aden, There is considerable strength in that 
sentiment. There is also something else besides sentiment behind that 
desire and that is the financial interests of Tiidian merchants, and that too 
will carry weiglit with Honourable ]M(‘inbers op]>osite. 

1 repeat that we have eomsiderable sympatliy wdth the desire of India 
to retain the civil control of Aden, and no doubt His Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment will take full note of the debates in this House and in the I’p])er 
House. So, while we cannot support the motion of Mr. Bhupiit Sing, we 
shall not oppose that of Dr. Ziauddin. 

There is just one otlier point I sIiouTd like to make. Ever since the 
late lamented Dr. Woodrow Wilson gave expree^ion to the word “ self- 
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determination ”, that has become one of the hardest used phrases through¬ 
out the world and I wonder whether Honourable Members opposite have 
realised that possibly there may' be a certain amount of desire for “ Self- 
determination ” on the part of those inhabitants of Aden who do not 
hap])en to be Indians. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt (Biirdwan Division : Non-Muhammadan 
Rural) : Sir (Laughter), the complete unanimity of the House in 
protesting against tlie transfer of Aden to the Colonial Office should set 
tl'O question at rest. The Leader of the European Group is also in 
sympathy with our sentiment and that is a matter for congratulation. 
Sir, I don’t know why my rising to take part in this debate should 
create laughter even amongst my friends, Messrs. Mitra and Singh. 

Mr. S. C. Mitra : AVe laughed because three or four Members 
stood up at the same time, and not because the Honourable Member got 
up to speak. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : T was rather a little surprised, because I 
was never given such a reception in the House before. Be.that as it 
may, the reason for my standing up is this. Tliere has been an appeal 
to the feelings of the Bengalis in this matter by a certain paper which 
calls itself “ the friend of India ” and also the ‘‘ Statesman It was 
really a friend of India in its infancy when it was nursed by Indian milk, 
but I cannot say that it is so now. It has tried to rouse the feelings 
of the Bengalis in these words : 

** The sooner Aden is cut loose from India, the better will Bengal be placed. It 
is hard to avoid using libellous language about the extra as. salt duty imposed over 
two years ago in the interest of a handful of merchants working from Aden. * * 

Sir, I take this statement as a libel upon Bengali patriotism. Sir, 
Bengal has always given the lead in every matter in India formerly, but 
unfortunately at the present moment we have not got .such outstanding 
personalities as Messrs. AV. C. Bonnerji, Maiio ^Tohan Ghose, Lai Mohan 
Ghose, Ananda Mohan Bose, Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea, and others. 
Sir, some years ago, that great politician and patriot of Bombay, the 
late Mr. Gokhale, remarked that what Bengal thinks today India will 
think tomorrow. That was the compliment paid to Bengal in those 
days. He said : “Do not try to trifle with the feelings of the Bengalis. 
A race which can produce a scientist like Sir J. C. Bose, a jurist like 
Sir Rash Bihari Ghose and a poet like Rabindra Nath Tagore is not a 
race to be trifled with.” That the editor of the Statesman, having 
lived so many years amongst us, could think that the Bengalis can be 
induced to support a motion like this, namely, the transfer of the port of 
Aden to the control of the Imperial Government, I consider nothing but 
a libel upon the posterity of that race of stalwarts and patriots. Sir, 
as I have said, I am at one with every one of the speakers who have 
opposed this proposal of transfer ; and there are two amendments and 
I may make it clear that I would have willingly supported the amend¬ 
ment of Mr. Bhiiput Sing, for I believe that, by remaining with India 
for nearly a century, Aden is and has become a part and parcel of India 
and we have a right to demand that Aden should be linked with India. 

Sir, I think my friend, the Leader of the European group, gave 
rather a little incorrect history of the Protectorate of Aden as also Aden 



FUTURE administration OF ADEN. 


1813 


itself. Here I find in an authoritative book, the authenticity and the 
correctness of which cannot be challenged, namely, the Indian Year 
Book, that : 

* * Aden was the first new territory added to the Empire after the accession of Queen 
Victoria. Its acquisition was the outcome of an outrage eommittied by local Arabs 
upon the p;isscngers and crew of a British Indian buggalow wrecked in the neighbour¬ 
hood. * * 

Sir Leslie Hudson : I think that is what I said. 

Mr. Amar Nath Dutt : 

** Negotiations having failed to secure satisfactory reparation the Government of 
Bombay' despatched a force under Major Baillie which captured Aden on January 19tli, 
1839. * ^ 

My Honourable friend wanted to give us an idea that it was in 
order to get a harbour and a coal depot, but here we find a different 
reason given. The troops were mainly composed of Indians and not, as 
my Honourable friend would make us believe, Indian as well as European. 
Sir, I sliall not repeat wliat 1ms been .said by other s])eaker .'5 about the 
reason why Aden .should be with India, and the criticism, that has been 
levelled against the so-called advantages that might be gained by 
separation, has also been dealt Mutli am])]y. So I do not think it is 
necessary’ for me to go over the same ground again and, if T have taken 
up a few minutes of the time of the House, it is in order to show that we 
Bengalis do not lag behind any of our Indian fellow-countrymen in 
protesting against a measure like this, although I am painfully aware 
that at times T?engal is not fortunate enough to get the same support 
from the people of other Presidencies. 

Mr. Muhammad Muazzam Sahib Bahadur : Mr. President, before 
T address myself to the question of the transfer of Aden, I wish just to 
read out a few lines from the column of the Flfatesmaii of the 16th 
instant where you. Sir, have been referred to as the dumb President. 
The opening i)aragrax)h reads : 

** It was unfortonata that, throughout the diBCUBsion of the Reserve Bank motions, 
the only non-officinl Member of the Assemblv w'ho really understood the subiect was 
the necesBarily dumb President.** 

Then towards the end, referring to the debate on the question of the 
transfer of Aden, the paper say.s : 

** Perhaps it is fortunate for everyone that the Assembly so seldom has time enough 
to tMC stock of what it is doing and saying from one day to the next. The Opposition, 
that the X)ress should be completely at liberty to pl.ague i.he r>ilers 
M I^ian States but should be prosecuted with all rigour if it says what it thinks about 
Mr. Gandhi. The sanie vrill probably happen on Monday in the discussion of Adcn'er 
future. The Opposition will use precisely those arguments for whose employment they 
most bitterly criticise their opposite numbers in England. The parallel will run some¬ 
what after this fashion : 

Oppoaition M, i. A. : Aden has been under British Indian nile for nearly a 
century. 

IJoyd-ChurchiU : India has been under British rule for over a century. 

Opposition M, L, A. : Indians have put crores of money into Aden's development. 

BTitisb buve put bundTcds of ctotos of oumov \wto luduv’n 

Oppogition M. L. A. : The Beparation of Aflen -win be a Wow to Tnclian trafle. 

Lloya-Churem : Relf-ftovernmert for India will be a blow to British trade. 
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Opposition M. L. A, ; The Arabs who want Aden’s transfer are not really repre¬ 
sentative. 

Lloyd-Churchill ; The vocal Indian politicians who talk of 8>vara.i are not really 
representative of the masses. 

Opposition M. L. A, : Aden and India are oars and must remain onrs. 

Llovd-Churchin : Aden and India are ours and must remain (»iirs. ” 

That is how it ronohules. \ think, Sir. that what is really ineaiit is 
the Home Govornnieiit and that, instead of iisinp: the words “ Lloyd- 
Churchill ”, it would have been much more appropriate to have said 
“ The Home Government 

T have very closely followed the debate on the motion of the Leader 
of the IIou.se and I tlihik three onrstandin*? facts emerge fnan what has 
actually happened rofrardin^ Aden dnrinj? all those years for nearly a 
century and from tlie eommunicpie which we are ask(‘d to discuss. The 
first one which strikes me as the most inpiortnnt is that the Horne Govern¬ 
ment have lonjx had an eye on the Settlement of Aden. l»iit the idea in 
their mind aipiears to have been that, in this pai’tienlar case, it was 
better to play a waitinp: prame. They did not like the idea of takinjr 
possession of a lean calf. On the other haml, they said : “ Let it prrow 
fat and then we shall have it.” 

Then the next point that oecnns to me is that whenever the Govern¬ 
ment of India profess to express a defined policy which the Home 
Government is pursniiifr or is froinpr to pursue, their statemmits can only 
be taken as an expression of oyiinion which luiprht or miprht not lie carried 
into effect. Specially is this so when the matters relate to fonMprn and 
colonial policy. The third is that the burden of the annual eoniribntion 
by India has been steadily on the decrease. There can be no two opinions 
on this aspect of Aden’s finances. 

J think, ^Ir. President, we have now reached a stapre at whicli Aden, 
instead of her beinp: a burden to India, which it has been for so many 
years, will beprin to show ever increa.sinpr return.s on the credit side of 
India. As a matter of fact, T can say with confidence, that, in the .space 
of another five or six years, tlie debit side will be completely wiped out, 
and the credit side will beprin to swell. Mr. Pre.sident, I am not poinj^ 
to enter into a controversy with my Honourable friend. Sir Geor"<* 
Schuster, in relation to the financial effects of the transfer of Aden. I 
shall take the fiprure which the Honourable the Finance IMember has stated 
to be almost a correct one rejiresentinpr the burden to India this year— 
1932-38—and he put that fiprure at 15 lakhs and 60,0(X). As aprains't that, 
we have to hear in mind that India will be losinpr every year somethinpr 
like one lakh and sixty thousand by way of loss in income-tax earnintrs 
on the principle that there cannot be double asse.ssment to income-tax. I 
believe, if I have understood the Honourable MemVier corre(?tly, the loss 
would come to about one lakh and sixty tbonsand rupees..... 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : T told my friend that it was 
impossible to pfive an exact estimate, and that nil I could say was that 
it would not be a large sum. 

Mr. Muhammad Muazzam Sahib Bahadur : Conceding, then, Mr. 
President, that the burden to India is .something like 15 lakhs this year, - 
that at the present moment the expenditure and the income balance each 
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ntlier so far as the civil administration is concerned, that the income to 
India is steadily rising, and that India is entitled to claim from the 
Colonies for the safety of their trade route to the East a share of her annual 
eontribittioii to Aden,—is it too much to expect that henceforth from year 
to yo{:r tlic revenue income to India from Aden will begin to swell to an 
extent that the nenjf^ssity of a subvention by India will cease to exist ? 

Mr. President, I shall not devote any time in dealing with the ancient 
history of Aden. 1 shall refrain from paying my tribute to Major Bailey 
arul to the otlior Colonel to whom my friend, Sir Leslie Hudson, referred. 
P>ut, f tliink, I shall have to point out, that, in the course of the discus¬ 
sion on til is motion, when my friend, Dr. Ziauddin, said that Sir Denys 
Bray liad made two statements which could not be reconciled, the Honour¬ 
able th(‘ Lf‘ader of the House stood up and said, that the statements taken 
togetliei* purported to convej’^ what we exactly were doing now. Now, Sir, 
this is what 8ir Denys Bray said. I shall quote his very words : 

“ r repeat my promi.'ies that the transfer of Aden will not be effected without the 
House being consulted.” 

Then, Sir, in the same speeeh, the Foreign Secretary has aJ.so said : 

“ T h.'isten to add that all idea of aueh a transfer has long since been abandoned.” 

—referring to the civil and municipal administration of Aden. Now, 
taking those two statements together, I am jii entire agreement with the 
Honourable the Leader of the House that opportunity has in fact been 
given to us to discuss this motion, and if I have to reconcile with the 
communique under discussion the other statement made by Sir Denys 
Bray, namely, that the Home Government had given up all ideas of a 
transfer, then, it appears to me that T need only rep(*at what I said Just 
now, that on questions where the Government of India professed to si)eak 
on matters relating to foreign and colonial affairs, the last word lay with 
the Home Government and not with the troveniment of India, and their 
statements and utterances in this House could at best be taken only as mere 
ex])ressions of opinion and no more. As a matter of fact, they reflect the 
utter helplcssncs.s of the Government of India, in these matters. 

Sir. I shall now address myself to the obstacles which have stood so 
far in the way of tlie Home Government effecting their purpose. It was 
only the day before yesterday that iny friend, IMr. Puri, while speaking 
on this motion, said,—what is the use of discussing this motion, the Home 
Government have already come to a certain decision, and all our talk 
here will be a waste of time,—indicating thereby that the Home Govern¬ 
ment had already made up their minds and the matter which w^e are dis¬ 
cussing now has already once for all been settled. Sir, while I am confl- 
deiit on the one hand, that what the Horae Government have done, already 
will not now be undone, that is to say, that the militaiy and political control 
of Aden will not be retransferred to India any time, I do trust, on the 
other, in spite of what my friends. Sir Cowasji Jehangir and Dr. Ziauddin 
Ahmad, have said regarding the entertainment of Europeans in place 
of Indians in Aden for the last few months and the permanent establisli- 
ment there of the National Bank two or three months ago replacing the 
small banks which were doing business formerly and the employment 
further in the Education Department of a European in place of an Indian 
who was holding that offi(*e for a long time,—^although all these things may 
tend to show in a way that the Home Government was contemplating a 
transfer, I do hope that, when the point of view of this House and that of 
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the C^ouncil of State is placed before that Government, they will see the 
reasonableness of our demand, and that they will give up pursuing the line 
which they appear to have taken. 

Now, Sir, I shall not go deep into the whole case, but 1 shall just 
say a few words on what 1 feel, in regard to three or four ])oints. As 
regards the grounds which iire set out as points indicating th(‘ desirability 
for the transfer of the civil and militar3’ administration of Aden, I find 
that the first ground deals with geographical remoteness. Sir, arguing on 
those lines, I submit' that Ceylon is very close geographically’ to India, and, 
as sucii, would the Home Government be ])repared to make a sporting offer 
to India of that small island ? Can India expect that Ceylon would be 
given to us in exchange for Aden ? It is geograi)hically closer to India 
than Aden, and so, I ask. would they ever make tliat sporting otfer ? Then, 
again, where at' all is the Colonial Office ? Not at Suez surely, nor at 
Malta, but as many ti,s 5,0(K) miles aAvay in Downing Street. Sir, in tln'se 
days of conquest of speed over distance, geogra])hical remoteness for 
jiurposes of administration has no meaning at all. The next point made is 
that Aden will not naturally fit into the Federation. J wondtu* what thost* 
words “ naturally fit ])recisely mean. 1 ask. do those tiny little Indian 
States in the north naturally fit into the federating structure ? Is the 
dovetailing of the Federation so very ]>erfeet ? The last ground taken is 
that Aden is aln^ady to some extent under Imperial control. To this. 

I I’ctort, “ Was that (»f our making ? Was not the tran.sfer of the military 
control thrust uj)on us suddenly by Ilis Excellency the Comman(ler-iii- 
(•liief in 1927 when he made the announcement on the floor of this House 
that the eoiilrol of Aden had been <lcfinitely transferred to the Colonial 
Office ? That v;as a bombshell thfit Ilis Excellency tin* (Joinmander-in- 
Chief dropped in this House. After 1927, deputations have been coming 
uj) to Simla and Delhi to waif on Ilis Excellency the Viceroy, the la.st one. 

I believe, waited on His Excellency Lord Willingdon in 1931. a few' months 
aft(T His Excellency assumed the reins of office. There had been refer¬ 
ences and resolutions in both Chambers suspecting that the announcement 
of His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief was but a first stej) tow’ards the 
transfer of the entire control of Aden to the Colonial Office. 

The communique is very cautiously w orded. Mr. President, if you will 
ojdy turn to the last sentence of the first paragraph, which I shall read 
out : 

If it should be decided that the administration of Aden should be separated 
from that of India, Ilis Majesty's Government contemplate that the following conditions 
would be established "— 

they would not commit themselves to saying that— 

** these conditions will prevail ",— 
or that— 

Ilis Majesty's Government vouchsafe to Aden the following conditions." 

They simply contemplate that the following conditions would be estab- 
liphed. And what are those contemplated conditions ? The first of them 
is the relief afforded to the Government of India in the matter of the 
annual contribution of £150,000 sterling or about 20 lakhs a year. I need 
not further develop that point, because, I have already pointed out how^ in 
the coming years there is a very real prospect of Aden yielding to India 
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an incoino which would cover the expenditure which India might have to 
incur for carrying on the military as well as her civil and municipal 
administration. The present lias been found to be the most opportuxie 
moment for the Home Government; to taJcc over the control of the civil ami 
municipal administration, because tliey are afraid lhat, if Aden is allowed 
to continue any longer under the Government of India, the efi'ect will be 
that the income from Aden will go on increasing and it miglit be that, in 
the course of a few years, the Inciian Government may be able to iiay the 
cost of the military oxjienditure also from the revenues dcrivi^d from Aden. 
One thing wliich makes me feel what I have just said is that in the matter 
of inconn'-tax, the law tliat i.s prevalent in Aden is not the law Avhich is 
prevalent in India. 1 am quoting it from a book. Sir, it is not of my own 
imagination. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : I may inform the Honourable 
Member that the income-tax law in Aden is the Indian income-tax law. 

Mr. Muhammad Muazzam Sahib Bahadur : May I Icnow from tlie 
Ilonoiirable the Finance ]\ieinher whetlier the average for six years is not 
ealenlaled in assessing income-tax in Aden ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : 1 do not know what my 
Ifoimurable friend has in mind, but the Indian income-tax law applies to 
Aden. 

Mr. Muhammad Muazzam Sahib Bahadur : I think 1 have got the 
pamplilet. However, Tor the present. I shall not' dilate on that point. 
Another thing which has struck me as rather remarkable is that the Ilome 
Government have consciously or unconsciously wait4?d for nearly a century 
after the conquest of Aden, without having cared to take up the entire 
administration from the very beginning. It is onlj" now. after as many as 
OJ] or i)4 years since it came into the possession of Great Britain, that any 
atfem])t i.*^ being made to take over the civil and municipal administration, 
and wliy they have delayed taking action earlier is not at all explained. 
On the floor of this House, the C'ommander-in-(Miief stated in 1927—1 am 
probably quoting hi.s very words—that in consideration of Indian welfare 
and Indian interests the control of the civil and municipal administration 
of Aden would continue to be exercised by the Government of Bombay. 
That statement was made on the floor of this House by His Excellency the 
Commarider-in-Chicf, and I think the Home Government felt it rather 
awkward that, in the face of such a definite statement by a responsible 
Member of the Government, in the face of uefiiiite pubb’c opinion which liad 
gathered round this question both in Aden and in Bombay, and of the 
attitude of the Bombay Government itself on this question which had 
expressed itself rather strongly,—because of these three things. Mr. Presi¬ 
dent, the Home Government tliought that they should delay the matter 
until people had to some extent forgotten what had happened and until 
the Ilome Government could find a much stronger weapon tlian the ones 
at their disposal at that moment. That weapon they had discovered now— 
I moan the weapon of Federation. That is the main ground that is now 
advanced for a transfer. The second condition is the maintenance of thv' 
right of appeal to the Bombay High Court. But I need not discuss this 
matter at length, because as Sir Cow-asji Jehangir has already said, it 
simply maintains the stains quo and does nothing more. The third condi¬ 
tion is : “ Ilis Majesty’s Government would maintain the existing policy 
of making Aden a free port But, Mr. President, there is a grim 
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imh^ss ” tacked on. It reads : “ unless some radical change in the 
present economic situation should take place ^Mr. President, even 
without the ** unless ” and the rest of it, what is it that they are doing ? 
They are doing nothing in advance of the prevailing conditions. With the 
“ unless ” and what follows it, it is indeed worth nothing. In the fourth 
condition also, they use the w’ord “ unless It says, “ unless such a 
course became in their opinion absolutely nece,ssary " We all know what 
is the significance of this word “ unless ’’ in Parliamentary papers and 
documents. It is so easy to create the desired causes and tlien say that the 
step sought to he taken is absolutely necessary and they have got to do it. 
The fiftli one deals with retaining in the Aden Service a proportion of 
Indian Service Administrative personnel for some years, which, when 
pai apl'.rased, only means that at the end of a few years, you would not have 
one Indian in the Aden Administrative Services. The last one, Mr. 
President, is much more definite than all the other conditions, and it says : 

** No racial legislation or segregation would be permitted by His Majesty \s (io\rrn- 
meiit. ” 

Sir Cowasji Jchaiigir has already dealt with this point and I need not 
5pm dilate on it over again. I .shall merely say this, that 
from our experience of Kenya, the Fiji Islands and oilier 
Colonies, the treatment accorded fo Asiatics in those countries i>s something 
which every Indian resents. That, »Sir, is a matter of common knowledge. 
There is no doubt that the Indians in the colonies are segregated and if 
tomorrow severance of control does take place in regard to Aden, what is 
there to prevent the European element there from insisting on a uniform 
law vrith regard to the Whites in all the Colonies. The European popula¬ 
tion which is sure to grow in Aden, if transfer is effected, will doubtless 
claim'that the law which prevails in the other colonies should be made 
applicable to Aden and I doubt whether the Home Government would be 
able to resist the claim of the European element. 

Lastly, I would refer to the strategic position which Aden occupies 
on the iJi’incipal trade route to the East. Who are all the people who arc 
getting the benefit of that most important statical ?—Australia, Ceylon, 
East and South Africa, the Federated Malay States and some other 
Colonies. I ask my Honourable friend. Sir doseph Bhore, why then the 
expenditure incurred on Aden should not be treated as an Imperial charge. 
Should not the other Colonies such as Australia, avIio share the benefit of 
this trade route, be called upon to bear a share of India's annual contribu¬ 
tion equally with India, and let me assure you, Mr. President, that that is 
exactly what is going to happen once the transfer of control is effected. 

I do not thinlc I need take up the time of the House any more except, 
with your permission, to digress a bit and to point out, that, for the past 
few months, the trend of legislation and communiques that are brought 
forward before this House has taken a most reprehensible turn. Only 
the other day we were discussing a Bill to prevent the activities of the 
British Indian press and the Indian public in regard to the Rulers of Indian 
Stales. The principal reason stated in its Statement oi Obiccls and 
Reasons, as necessitating such a measure, was that the ‘Federation washoing 
set up in the near Mare and a F>W of that kind waa almiutaiy neemary 

ai,a Nvt- 2 ju>y u/)(i thHt lor the same reason n stop, like the one that is 
now contemplated in the G(»vcmmeiit enminuniciu,-, has become desirable. 
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Botli these have a common presiding deity, namely, the Goddess of Federa¬ 
tion. Mr. Presidcmt, I feel I eaunoi do better tluin invoke the aid of that 
dubious Goddess and say to her “ Federation, what sins are committed in 
thy name ! 

Several Honourable Members : 1 move tliat the question be now 

put. 

Mr. President (The Jlonoiirabh? Sir Shaiimiikhara Chetty) : The 
question is that the question be now put. 

TJje motion was adopted. 

Mr. S. C. Mitra : 1 lik<* to make tlie point clear about the voting 
oji this closure motion. Let those who hatl a ehanee to speak vote against 
us. TIktc ai'e otliei's who f(‘el very strongly that they should get a chance 
t(» speak on this important motion. 

Mr. President (The Ilonourable Sir Shanmukliam Chetty) : The 
( hail' woiihl remind Honourable Members onc(* again about the rule relating 
to closure. The Standing Order says that, where a closure has been 
ajiplied. the Ciiair shall aeeejd it. iinh^ss ii is satisfied that there has not 
been a fair debate. Therefore, unless the Chair is .satisfied that there has 
not been a fair d(*l»ate, it is a mandatory injuneiion on the Chair that the 
closure sliall he accepted. Tvvmity Xon-Olheial Honourable .Members iiave 
already sfioken for a day and a half. Tiie (.1.air finds that the number of 
Xon-Oflieiai Members pre^ent is. on the average, about 30 or 32 and, under 
tiicsc cireuinslaiiecs, the ( liair is not prepared to say tliat there has not 
iieen a fair debate. The Chair would like thosi* Honourable Members who 
want a division on llie closure staiul up in their seats. (After counting.) 
^i’lierc is no general consensus of oj)inion in favour of continuing the debate 
and the (Miair projioses that the division be nut taken. 

Mr. S. 0. M:Ha : Is d Aour j*uiiiig tliai I cannoi elaim a division ? 

Mr. President Cfhc Hoiiourabb* Sir SiuimuuUuaiu (3ielty) : Not 
on closure. So far as the closiug of a debate is concerned, llu^ Chair. 
e\cn without the aiijilicution of a cbj^uia- motion, can always put the ques¬ 
tion, when the Cluiir is satistied that tliere has been a full and fair debate. 
Therefore, aiqilying that priuciide, llu- Chair tl(K\s not think that it is 
bound to imt the closure to a division, wlicn only t)iie or two Honourable 
Members wanted a division. 

Mr. S. C. Mitra : It is more than half a do/.en Members that are 
claiming a division. 

Mr. President (.Ti‘e Honouiable Sir SJuiiimukliam Chetty) ; Even 
liali a dozen Meinliers wishing a division on a elasure motion is not indica¬ 
tive of a g(*neral desiiv on the pari of the House to liave the division taken 
up. 

Mr. 8. C. Mitra : There is a large number of Members on this side 
who are likely to sjieak ; so, if there is a division, it should be confined to 
Members on this sitle only, because Ofliciai Members are not going to speak 
on this motion. 

Mr. Preaideiil (T\\c AVm\ouY‘A\>\e V^\y Vi>VvA\\v\\uk\vwm *. 

C^hair is paying consideration only to ilie non-official side. Does Mr. 
Hhuput Sing want his ameiidmeiit to be put to the vote ? 
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lir. Bhupiit Sing (Bihar and Orissa : Landholders) : No, Sir. 
As Ihe purpose of my amendinent will be equally served by Dr. Ziauddin’s 
amendment and, in order to ooneentrate attention on one motion, I ask 
the leave of the House to withdraw my motion. 

The amendment Avas, by leave of the Assembly, withdrawn. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shanmukham (-hetty) : The 
original question Avas : 

“ Tliat th(^ Governnioiit of ooiiiniimique, dated the 20th dune, 1933, regarding 

tho future adminisiratiou of Aden, be taken into consideration.^* 

Sinee which the folloAving amendment has been moved : 

** "I'Jiat for the original motion the following be substituted : 

* While recording their tunphatic prott'st against the coiiipleto transfer to the 
rolojiial Oltice of Aden Settlement which has for about a century been an integral part 
of llritish Imlian administration, the Assembly requests the Governor General in Council 
to convey to His Majesty’s Government the strong desire of the people of India that 
the pvojMised transfer should not take place’.” 

The question is lhat that amendment bo made. 

Tlio motion Avas ado])ted. 

Mr. President (Tlic* IJonourabh* Sir Sliaiimiikljam (-hetty) : The 
Honourable tJie President of tlie Council of State has been requested to 
conA’eiio a meeting of Ihe Joint Select C(»mmittec on the Reserve Bank and 
Imperial Bank Bills tomorroAv afternoon at 2-JO p.m. Honourable Members 
will get due notice of tliis meeting. 

The Assemldy then adjourned till Eleven of the (Uoek on Wednesday, 

I lie 20th September, lOJJ. 
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The Assembly met iu the Assembly Chamber at Eleven of the Clock, 
Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shanmukham Chetty) in the Chair. 


yCKSTJOXS AND ANSWERS. 

Muslim (Jazeited Officei^s in the 1-nited I’hovixces Postal Circle. 

1020. *Mr. 8 . 0. Mitra (on behalf of Mr. Miihanimad Anwar-ul- 
^izimj : {a) Will Government be pleased to state the number of perma¬ 
nent Muslim Superinttonleiits of Post Olliees and Railway Mail Service in 
the United Province's Postal Circle I 

{h) Will Government be pleased to state the number of Muslim 
Deputy l*ostmasters General and Assistant Postmasters General in the 
United J^rovinces Postal Circle / 

(v) Will Government be pleased to state the number of Muslim 
gazetted officers in the United Provinces Postal Circle t 

(d) Will Government be pleased to state the communal composition of 
the permanent holders of the following appointments in the United Pro¬ 
vinces Circle : 

(i) Deputy Past Master General ; 

(ii) Assistant Post Master General j 
(iil) Superintendent, Post Offices ; and 
{iv) Superintendent, Railway Mail Service ? 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : U) One, who is, however, em¬ 
ployed at present in the Director General's (.)ffiee as Assistant Dej)uty 
Director General. 

{b) None. 

(c) It is presumed that tlie Honourable Member refers to the Postal 
Branch of tlio United Jb'ovinees Posts and Telegi*aphs Circle ; if .so, the 
number of Muslim officers is two. 

id) The permaneiiT holders (»f the posts of Deputy Postmaster- 
General, and of Superintendents, Railway Mail Service, are all Hindus. 
Of the three permanent Assistant Po.stmasters-General. two are Hindus 
and one is an Anglo-Indian. Of the thirteen |XM*mancnt Superintendents 
of Post Offices, eight are Hindu.s, four are Ancrlo-lndians, and one is a 
Muslim. 

f 1821 ) 
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CoMAtuNAL Composition of the Holders op Sei^ection Grade Posts under 
the Postmaster, Allahabad. 

1021. *Mr. S. C. Mitra (on behalf of Mr. Muliamniad Aiiwar-ul- 
Azini) : (a) Will Government be pleased to state the number of selection 
grade posts under the Postmaster of Allahabad, and the communal comj)Osi- 
lion of the holders thereof ? 

(b) Is it a fact that for the last two decades not a single Muslim was 
appointed as Head Clerk or Assistant Head (Herk or Accountant or 
Assistant Accountant in the Allahabad CJeiieral Post Office '! 

The Honourable Sir Prank Noyce : (a) The infonuatioii is not 
readily available. 1 iiuiy, however, stale that apj)ointments to selection 
grade posls are by promotion and promotions are not made on a com¬ 
munal basis. 

(b) Government have no information but imstings of officials are 
not made on communal considerations. 


Promotion of two Non-Hindfs as Town Ix.speftors ix the General 
Post Offk i:, Ali.aiiadad. 

1022. '“'Mr. S. C. Mitra (on behalf of Mr. Mnbammad Anwar-ui- 
Azim) : {a) Is it a fact that in the General Post ()ffic(‘. Allahabad, two 
junior non-Mnslims have been promoted to Town Iiispeetorsliip ! 

(h) Have these newly appointed men had any jirevious experience 
of Town Inspector’s work, and have they worked on that post before ? 

(c) Were senior fit Muslim clerks availa])lc for Town Iiispeetorsnip ? 
If so, why were they not appointed ? 

(d) Is it a fact that there are Muslim clerks and Rub-Postmasters 
under the General Post Office, Allahabad, who have cxperi(*nc(‘ of Town 
Iiisjiector’s work and are senior to the non-Muslims who have bemi r(‘eentlv 
appointed ? 

(e) If the reply to the above questions be in the affirmative, whal action 
is jiroposed to be taken to safeguard the iutorest.s of IMnsliins ? 

(/) Will Ooveriimenf be jdeased to state the length of service and 
tenure oi the office of the two recently appointed Town Inspectors in the 
Town Inspector’s line and of tho.se referred to in part id) above ? 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : (a) t(» (f ). Government have no 
information. Tlie matter is within the conijudenec of the Head of the 
Circle concerned to whom a copy of the question is being sent. 


Non-Appointatent of Mtt.sltm.s as Extra-Departmental Postmasters at 

Allah A RAD. 

1023. S. C. Mitra (on behalf of Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul- 
Aziin) : (a) \\il] Government be pleased to state the number of extra 
A^Fa^habad ? appointed recently under the Postmaster, 

(i) Is it a fafit that none of these p..sts has i)een given 1o a Muslim ? 

(c) Is it a fact that representations of Muslims for the posts were not 
entertained, and their names were not even reiristored ? 



QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 


1823 


The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : (a) to (c). Government have no 
information. "J'lie matter is one within the competence of the Head of 
the Circle to whom a copy of the question is being sent. I may explain, 
however, that Government orders as to recruitment do not apply to the 
posts of extra-departmental agents since these are not included in the 
cadres of whole time Government posts. 

Mr. M. Mas wood Ahmad : May I ask, Sir, whether they Avill get any 
information from the Department concerned ? 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : If the Honourable Member is 
anxious to have it, 1 will do so. 

CoM:vn:NAL KKi’Rt:.si:NTATiov of the Ixfrrioj? Servants in the Allahabad 
General Post Office. 

1024. *Mr. 8. C. Mitra (on behalf of Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul- 
Azim) : (c/) Will Government be pleased to state the communal rexiresen- 
Tat ion of the inferior and lower-grade staff in eaeh scale in the Allahabad 
General Post Oflice and its Siib-Oflices ? 

(b) How many vacaueies in each eadi*e occurred during the years 
1928 to 1932 in the Allahabad General Post Office and its Sub-Offices and 
how nian^’ of these were given to ^Muslims in a permanent, officiating and 
teniiiorary caiiaeity ? 

(e) Were Government orders about the third vacancy rule followed 
in the General Post Office, Allahabad, and if not, why not ? 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : {o) Government regret that 
information as (o eoninninal representation in tuieh scale of the inferior 
service iii the Allahabad General Post Offiet‘ and it.s Sub-Offiees is not 
available. There were, however, altogether 74 inferior servants in these 
offices on the 31st Deetnnber, 1932, of whom (io wore Hindus and 9 
-Muslims. 

f/j) and (fO. Government regret that the information is not readily 
available. If, hoAvever, Die Honourable Memlier will bring to my notice 
any specific and authenticated instanco.s of the non-observance of the 
recruitment orders in recent years I will gladly enquire* into the matter. 

ADTT-KiTikfnn Mela. Hardwar. 

1026. *Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali : (a) Will Government please lay 
on the table a statement showing : 

(i) the total expenditure incurred by the East Indian Railway 
Administration on the Kumbh Mela, 1927, and Adh-Kumbh 
Mela, 1933 at Hardwar ; 

(n) the total inward traffic (exclnding Rishikesh Branch) at both 
those Melas and the Solar Eelip-se Fair, 1933, together with 
the corresponding figures of the safi^period in 1932 ; 

(m) the strength of the staff at these three Melas and the period of 
duration of tlie posting of extra staff for the jmrpose, with 
the total expenditure incurred on each Mela ? 

a2 


L304LAD 
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(h) Are Government satisfied that the expenditure incurred during 
Adh-Kumbh Mela, 1938, was justified 1 If not, wliat action do Govern¬ 
ment propose to take against such squandering of the public money ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : With your permission, Sir, I shall reply to ques¬ 
tions No. 102o to 1027 together. 1 shall collect whatever information 
is readily available with regard to questions Nos. 1025 and 1027 and 
lay a reply on the table in due course. As regards question No. 1026, 
the number of Melas, regarding which information is required cannot be 
small, and Governineir. do not consider that the expense involved in 
collecting these repr»rts and prirding them in the debates of the House 
is justified. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : r^Iay 1 know. Sir, wliat i< the reply of the 
Government with regard to part (/>) of (]ue.stion No. 1027 ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : 1 am collecting tin* information. 

Melas held at Places r.\ the Mokadabad Divisrox. East Ixdiax Kailway. 

tl026. *Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali : Will Ciov(‘riiment he ]>leased to 
lay on the table a. co]\v of the working rep(u*ts of the Melas hehl at places 
situated within the jurisdiction of the Divisional Superintendent, 
Moradabad Division, East Indian Kailway, during the jun’icHl from tin* 
1st January, 1933, the [Period <*nding the 31st August, 1933 

Adh-Kembh Mei.a, IIardwar. 

tl027. *Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali : ia) Are (fovernment aware 
whether it is a fact that the Adh-Kumhh Alela, H>33, was hold at IIardwar. 
East Indian Railway on the 13th April, 1933 ? If so, (i) who was directly 
in charge of the Railway administration at IIardwar ; (ii) what classes and 
number of staff were (‘inployed 1h<*re : (Hi) what was the net loss to Admin¬ 
istration, and (iv) what was the number and nature of complaints, if any, 
received from tlie juiblie with the result of their dis])Osal ? 

(h) Will Government be ])leased to laj’ on the table a comparative 
statement of the earnings and expenditure under each head of the Melas 
of Adh-Kumbh, 1927, 1933 and Kiimbh 1927 showing s^parafelj’, (i) pay 
and allowances of the staff under each group, i.e,. Traffic, Commercial, 
Power, Engineering, etc., (H) hire of tents, chouldaries, etc., (m) construc¬ 
tion of temporary quarters for staff, (iv) haulage of officers’ carriages, 
(v‘) haulage and liire of four wheel first class carriage for Mr. Amar Nath 
Logwany and family for the days it remained at IIardwar, (vi) consum¬ 
able stores, (vii) kero.sene oils, (vUi) purchase of high power kitson are 
lamp.s, (ix) electric installation and current consumption, (x) tem])orary 
construction of cabins, platforms, etc. ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the passenger traffic was only 65,000 (sixty-five 
thousands) in excess of ordinary traffic for the corresponding period during 
the year 1932 ? If it is not so, (i) what was the inward and outward 
traffic respectively at ITafjdwar excluding side traffic to and from Rikhikesh, 
(ii) what was the inward and outward traffic at Rikhikesh, (Hi) what was 
the number of Special trains which arrived at Hardwar, and (iv) what was 


tFor answer to this question, see answer to question No. 1025. 
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the mmiber of Special trains which left Hardwar, with the number of 
passengers in each train, together with the number of engines attached to 
each V 

id) Is it a fact that 17 engines remained on steam for more than 48 
hours and that due to lack of traffic no Special could be arranged ? If it 
is not so, will Government please lay on the table a copy of the time table 
of the Specials which wore to be run during Adh-Kumbh Mela, 19:13, issued 
and circulated under the signature of Mr. A. II. Hollis, in which no less 
than 26 Specials were to run during 24 hours each day ? 

iv) Is it a fact that the time table of Special trains was never adhered 
to and that the ])ublic was i)nt to much inconvenience and harassment ? 
Tf so, who is responsible for an unworkable time table and what action has 
been taken against the officer for such gross inefficiency ? 

(/) Is it a. Fact that the Sawan and Solar Eclipse Mela 19:>:3 was 
much more successful than the Adh-Kumbh Mela. 1933 ? If not, what was 
the expenditure incurred and the earnings, derived from these two Melas 
respectively, and what wa.s the strength of the staff employed during these 
two I\Iclas respectively ? 

IiL»' RUJTMENT OF BeNT.AL MuSEIMS IN SlCRVU’l> UNDEK THE GOVERNMENT OF 

India. 

I02H, *Mr. S. C. Mitra (on behalf of Mr. Muhammad Anwar-ul- 
Azim) : {a) With reference to the replies to starred (piestions Xos. 636 
and 6.37 by Mr. S. Ck Mitra, will Government ]>lease state whetlier they did 
not accept the n'solution of Sir Devaprasad Sarbadhikari on the 10th 
March, 1923, with regard to the recruitment of tlu' subordinate staff in 
the Government of India oflfiees and that no provine(» or a (dass of people 
should have preponderance in any branch (»r office thereunder ’ 

(6) Is it a fact that there is a preponderance of any province or 
class in the Government of India offices ? If so, what measures have they 
adopted to remove the same ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Bengal Musaliiians form 35 per cent, of the 
Muslim population in India ? If so, what steps have Govemmenr takeu 
so Far for the representation of the Bengal Mus.salmans in the services sub¬ 
ordinate, .iudicial and administrative under tlie control of the Government 
( f India ? 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig: (r/1 and (r). In the Resolution 
adopted by the Legislative Assembly on the 10th March. 1923, it was 
jecommended that Government should take steps to prevent the pre- 
l>onderaiKM* of aiiv oiu* community or province in the services under 
tJieir control. After careful examination, the Government of India 
deeided that it was not practicable to take special measures to redress 
inequalities of proviiicial representation in Central Services which are 
recruited on an All-India basis. As regards the first clause of part (e). 
1 would refer the Honourable Member to the reply given by me to 
Mr. S. V. Mitrastarred question No. 636 on the 5th instant. 

(7;) As regards the preponderance of any class in the Government 
of India Offices, T would refer the Honourable Member to the annual 
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statements showing the communal composition of the staff which are 
placed in the Library of the House. 

Abolition op tub Empire Marketing Board. 

1029. >'Sir Leslie Hudson : (a) Are Government aware of the decision 
of His Majesty's Government to abolish the Empire Marketing Board t 
Is it not a fact that the Board’s activities have been of increasing benefit 
to India in recent years ? 

(h) Have Government made any representations to His Majesty’s 
Government in connection with this decision, and if so, what are those 
representations ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : (a) Yes. 

(b) No, Sir ; 1 may. however, state for the information of the 
Honourable Member tiiat although the Empire Marketing Board will 
cease to exist after the 3()th September, 1933, some of llie important 
functions performed by it, r/ 2 ., (1) the prei>aration of periodical market 
intclligenee notes, and (2) the carrying out of world surveys of ])ro(lue- 
tion and trade, will after that date be carried on by the existing Imperial 
Economic C'ommittee. Yhe question of agricultural research activities 
which might in future be conducted on a eo-operative basis will be con¬ 
sidered by tlie Executive C(»iineil of the Imperial Agricultural Bureaux. 
In this connection. T would invite the Honourable Member’s attention 
to yjaragraj)!! 30 ^ of the Report of the Imperial Committee ou Economic 
Con.sullatioii and ('’o-operation, 1933, a copy of whieli is in tlic Library. 

Mr. F. E. James : Am I to undcrstaml tliat all tin* propaganda acti¬ 
vities associated with the Empire Marketing Board are to be discontinu¬ 
ed ? 


Mr. G. S. Bajpai ; So far as I am aware, that is the position except 
to the extent that tbe Im{)eriai Economic (’oinniittee may take over the 
work. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : May I ask. Sir, whether there was any Indian 
in this Marketing Board and whether there would be any Indians on the 
Committee which this Marketing Board would replace ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : The Empir*^ Marketing Board works through 
various (’nminittees and the High Commissioner for India in London or 
his Trade Commissioner were associated with its important Cominitte(*s 
or in the Board itself. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : Will the Government of India inform the House 
of the reasons for abolishing this Marketing Board when it is admitted 
that it has been doing important work ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : The position is explained in the report of the 
Committee to which T have referred. The main reason is that the 
Empire Marketing Board had been financed exclusively by Ilis Majesty’s 
Government in the United Kingdom and they feel that they are not in a 
position to continue the burden of financing it alone. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : Did they approach the Government of India 
to share the cost ? 
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Mr. G. S. Bajpai : The mitter was considered, as a result of recom¬ 
mendations made at Ottawa, by a Committee which was representative 
of the various Emigre Governments and the conclusion reached was the 
one which is set out in the report. 

Dr. Siiauddin Ahmad : Did they approach the Government of India 
to pay the proportionate cost of the Marketing Board ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : The position is that the report of this Committee is 
under consideration by the various Governments at the present moment, 
but the representatives of the \arious Empire Governments in London 
appear to have made it clear that they were not prepared to finance the 
Empire Marketing Board on the bisis on which His Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment have been doing it. 

Mr. P. E. James : Did I understand the Honourable Member to say 
in answer to part (h) of the question that the Government of India have 
made no representations in the matter to His Majesty’s Government ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : That is perfectly true. The Government of India 
did not represent that the Eiii[)ire Marketing Board should continue. 

Mr. P. E. James : Were thi* Government of India consulted either 
through tJie High Commissioner or through their representatives on the 
Economic Committee ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : The Government of India were represented by 
Sir Atul Chatterjee <ind Sir Padamji Ginwala on the committee of the 
representatives of the various Empire Governments which considered the 
whole question of the activities of these various imperial bodies such as 
the Empire Marketing Boar<i, the Economic Committee, the Imperial 
Agricultural Bureau, etc. 

Mr. P. E. James : Did tl ey report to the Government of India and 
is there any available informal ion as to the views which the representa¬ 
tives of the Governiii(*nt of India put forward in connection with the abo¬ 
lition of the Empire Marketing Board which is of very great importance 
to India ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : The report of the Imperial Committee on economic 
consultation and co-operation is unanimous and represents the views of 
all the Empire Governments including the views of the representatives 
of the Government of India. 

Mr. P. E. James : May I take it th :* the Government of India have 
acquiesced in the proposal to abolish the propaganda activities of the 
Empire Marketing Board i 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai : I have said that it does not imply the complete 
cessation of the publicity activities of the Empire Marketing Board. 
Some work which was being done by the Empire Marketing Board will 
continue to be done by the Imperial Economic CommUtee. 

Delay in the Isstte op the Reports of LocAii Railway Advisoiiy 

Committees. 

1030. *Mr. J. Ramsay Scott ; (a) Are Government aware that the 
reports of Local Railway Advisory Committees for the quarters ending the 
30th September, 1932 (No. 13), and the 31st December, 1932 (No. 14), 
have only been issued this Session ? 
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(h) Will Government please state the reascm for the delay in issuing' 
these publications ? 

(c) Will Government please state when the quarterly reports for 
March 31, 1933 (No. 14) and for June 30, 1933 (No. 15) will be issued t 

Mr. P. R. Rau : {a) Yes. 

(ft) Government re<rret the delay in the issue of these publications and 
have taken steps to exiiedite them in future. 

(e) The rei)ort for the jxTiod eudiuf^ IVIareh, 1933, is in print and that 
for the next quarter is under compilatitm. 

ItiiNNiNG OF A Through Bogie nirrwEEN Luc'Know and Bombay. 

1031. *Mr. J. Ramsay Scott : (a) Have Government received a copy 
of a letter dated the 24th August, 1933, from the Upper India Chamber of 
Commerce, Cawnpore, addressed to the Agent, Great Indian Peninsula 
Rail wav, Bombay (Receipt acknowledged in the Deputy Director, Railway 
Board Cs No. 4013-T. of September, 1933) ? 

(ft) Have Government seen the reply from the Seci*efary to the Agent, 
Great Indian Peninsula Railway, Bomha.v, No. 14041, dated the 29th 
August, 1933, to the Secretary, Upper India Chamber of Commerce, 
Cawjijmre ? 

(e) Are Government aware that no reply is given to the specific 
enquiry for information regarding a first, second and third class composite 
bogie which was promised to be put on Bombay-Lucknow mail 1 

(d) Is tlie Agent, Great Indian Peninsula Railway, due to arrive in 
Simla in the first week of October ? 

(r) Do the Railway Board propose to see the Agent, Great Indian 
Peninsula Raihva.v, when he is in Simla, regarding the reply ? 

if) Are the Railw.'iy B(»anl aware of the gn^at ineonvenienee caused 
to the public of LiU'know aiid Cawnpore by liaving to change at JhansI 
when travelling by the Mail l>etw(M*n Lucknow and Bomha.v and idee versa f 
If so, do they j)ropo.se to inform the Agent, Great Indian Peninsula Rail¬ 
way, about the same ? 

(f/} Are Government aware that in view of the number of passengers 
travelling and the large amount of merchandise given to the Great Indian 
Peninsula Railway, the public of the United Provinces consider tliat the 
Great Indian Peninsiila Railway should improve the service between 
Lucknow and Bomba.y ? Are the Railwa.v Board prepared to take this 
matter up with the Agent, Great Indian Peninsula Railway ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : (r) and (b). I am obliged to my Honourable friend 
for copies of these communications. 

(r) The AgenUs re])ly .sliows that he is prepared to meet a deputation 
in Bombay and his intention i.s no doubt to discuss the matter fully on that 
occasion. 

(d) Yes. 

(e) , (f) and (f/). The Railway Board have already been in communi¬ 
cation witli the Agent on this subject, and 1 shall be glad to bring these 
questions again to his notice. 
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Revision op the Timings op the Grand Trunk Express between Madras 

AND Delhi. 

1032. ’‘‘Mr. T. N. Ramakrishna Eeddi : (a) Will Government be 
pleased to state if it is a fact that if is proposed to revise the timings of 
the Grand Trunk Express between Madras and Delhi and vice versa f 

(b) Is it proposed to take a longer time during the .iourney between 
Bezwada and Madras ? 

(e) Is it proposed to start the Express from Delhi much earlier than 
at present ? 

((/) Will Goveiiment please state if the saving in time proposed to 
be obtained is mostly spent in stopping at a larger number of stations 
en route ? 

{(') Do Government i)ropose to consider the question of speeding up 
the trains so that they may leave Madras or Delhi at least two hours later 
than they do at present and arrive at Delhi or Madras an hour or two 
earlier, not stopi)ing at unimportant places en route ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : ia) Ves ; from Oetober 1st, the journey each way 
will take about hours h\ss than at present. 

{h) The time will be I he same a.^ at present. 

(v) hours earli(*r. 

id) From the reply to part uO of this question, my Honourable 
friend will notice that this is not .so. 

{( ) Th(‘ pro])osed timings ai'e follows :— 

Xorth bound, South bound. 

^ladras departure 9.20 Delhi departure 16.30 

Delhi arrival 10.00 Madras arrival 15.20 

Auministkation A.kmkk Gity. 

10,33. ‘-Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : in^- Has the attention of Government 
been drawn to the prcieecdings of a pnhlie meeting held in the Ajmer Town 
Hall on th(‘ 2nd S(’])teml)er ; and published in the IlhuJiisfan 
dated the 5th September, 1933, severely eondemning the municipal adminis¬ 
tration of Ajmer Gity I 

(h) Do GoveriinuMit ])ropo.se to appoint an <Muiuiry committee, as 
suggested, or take any other step in the matter ? 

Major W. K. Fraser-Tytler : ia) Yes. 

(h) An encpiiry on the sut)j(»et has been made from the Loeal Ad¬ 
ministration, and a iMqdy >Yill be laid on the table in due course. 

Discharge of Railway Emf^loyees in certain Departments in the 

Dinapore Division. 

1034. *Pai\dit Satyendra Nath Sen : (al Is it a fact that quite a large 
number of non-gaze I ted Railway’ servants have been discharged during 
recent years in Traffic, Engineering, and Locomotive Departments in 
Dinapore Division ? 
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(b) If so, what is the approximate number in each Department during 
1932 and 1933 1 

(c) How many of the discharged servants have been re-instated ? 

(d) How many of them have been discharged on suspicion and how 
many under specific charges against them ? 

(c) In how manj' of such cases as mentioned in part (d) were joint 
enquiries made and appeals allowed under the rules framed by the Rail- 
w’ay Board ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : (a) to (r). J shall obtain whatever information is 
readily available and shall place a reply on the table. 

Inadeqi'Ate Representation of Musi^ims on the Cantonment Boari>, 

Poona. 

1036. *Maulvi Sayyid Murtuza Saheb Bahadur ; Will Government 
be pleased to state : 

(a) tlie population figures of the following communities in the local 
area of the Poona Cantonment Authority : 

(i) Hindus, 

(ii) Muslims, 

(in) Christians, and 
(iv) Parsis ; 

(h) the number of seats allotted to the four communities on the 
Cantonment Board, Poona ; 

(c) whether it is a fact that the Hindus whose voting strength is 
690 are given three seats, while the Muslims with a voting stren^h of 
400 are given only one seat on the above Board ; 

id) if so, the reasons for the poor representation of Muslims on the 
Board ; 

(f) whether it is a fact that some rei)resentations have been made 
to the Officer Commanding, Poona Brigade Area, for at least nominating 
a Muslim on the Board with a view to give adequate representation to this 
important community ; and 

(/) if so, the action taken or proposed to be taken by Government 
in the matter of rectifying the anomaly of the inadequate Muslim repre¬ 
sentation on the Board ? 

Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham : (a) to (d) and (/). Government have 
no information and do not propose to call for a report. Under section 
31 (a) and (h) of the Cantonment Act, the question of the division of the 
inhabitants of the Cantonment into classes and the determination of the 
number of members to be elected by each class of persons, is the concern 
of the Ijocal Government to whom a copy of the question is being sent. 

(e) The provi.so to .section 14 (1) (e) Cantonment Act does not allow 
the nomination of a person tf» represent any community which is already 
represented. 
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Article in the Indian Railway Gazette against the Standing Finance 
Committee for Railways. 

1036. •Mr. K. P. Thampan : (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
whether their attention has been drawn to an article in the July issue of 
the Indian Railway Gazette on the Standing Finance Committee for 
l^ilways ? 

{h) Are Government aware that the members of the Standing 
Finance Committee are stated by the writer to be “ ignorant of Railway 
needs that they are very stupid people and require “ more 
intelligence ” and that they should append to reports their “ assinine 
observations ” ? 

What action do they propose to take against the editor of the 

Gazette t 

(d) Are Government paying any subsidy to the Indian Railway 
Gazette either by cash payment or by way of subscription and advertise¬ 
ment charges ? If so, what is the amount paid during tlie last three 
years ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : (a) Yes. 

(h) Governnu‘iit are aware of tliese criticisms wdiieli they consider to 
be unjustified. As Chairman of IIk* Standing Finance Committee I can 
testify to the valuable hel{) 1 am constantly receiving from the members of 
the (’onimitt(*e and to the great care and attention which they bestow on 
the examination of all questions placed before them. 

(e) Government consider that the article is deplorable in tone and 
would like to add that in tlieir view* it should ahrays bt' possible to indulge 
in criticism without at the same time offending against the canons of 
ordijiary courtesy and good taste. They consider, howev’er, that in all the 
circumstances it is lu'st to take no notice of the article in tjiiestion. I may 
add that the members of the Standing Finance Committee at their last 
meeting were unanimously of the same opinion. 

(d) Government do not pay any subsidy of any sort to the Indian 
Railway Gazette, but subscribe for one copy of it, the subscription being 
Rs. 10 per annum. I have notieed certain railway tender notices in the 
advertisement columns of the i)aj)cr. 

Piioi»OfiEi> Transfer of one Sitdkansu Ranjan Sen, a Politu’al Prisoner, 

TO THE Andamans. 

1037. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra : («) Is it a fact that one Sudhansu Ranjan 
Sen, a political pr;isoncr, is being sent to the Andamans ? 

(6) Is it a fact that the said prisoner is at present suffering from 
pharyngitis and tuberculosis t 

(c) Is it a fact that he is suffering from serious eye troubles also ? 

(d) Will Government bo pleased to state whether the said political 
prisoner was sent up for medical examination before it was decided to 
send him. to the Andamans 1 If not, wdiy not ? 

(a) Is it a fact that the jail authorities asked the father of the 
prisoner to supply spectacles for the said prisoner ? 
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(/) Is it a fact that the said prisoner has lost 25 pounds weight due 
to suffering from tuberculosis while in the Rajshahi jail ? 

(</) Do Government propose to cancel the order of his transfer to 
Andamans ? If not, why not ? 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig: (a), (d) and (g). Sudhansu 
Kumar Sen Gupta wa« seUcted lor des^^atch to the Andamans but was 
held hack on the recommend-ition of the ^.Jedical Board because he was 
temporarily unfit. 

(&), (r), (c) and (/). No. 

CoWEIlSIOX OK THE XoAKHAIJ PoST OfKK'E INTO A SUH-POST OfPICE. 

IfU^s. *Mr. S. C. IMlitra : (a) Is it a fact that the Head Post Office at 
Noakhali has been converted into a Sub-Post Office ? 

(6) Is it a fact that the District Bar Association, Xoakliali, made 
several representations to the i>(*stal anthoriti(*s including the Post¬ 
master General, Bengal, against such conversion ! 

(e) Will Government be ]>leased to state the reasons why this Head 
Post (ffiice has been converted to a Sub-office ? 

(d) Are Government aware of the difficulties and hardshi{)s to which 
the public of Xoakliali has been subjected by such conversion 

(e) Do Government propose to remove the grievances of tlie Noakhali 
public by restoring the Head Post Office to that town ? If not', why not ? 

(/) Are Government aware that a large number of District Board 
and landlord fee money orders, landlord fee notices and civil court 
notices are received at the post offieo for jiostal money orders and regis¬ 
tration ? Tf not, do they ])ropose to einpiire as to the number of such 
tansactions in a year ? 

The Honourable Sir Prank Noyce : (a) Yes. 

(b) io (/). Government have no information. The matter is with¬ 
in the competence of the lli'ad of the Circle concerned to whom a copy of 
the question is being sent. 

Allegations against the GALorTTA Port Trust. 

1089. *^'Mr. S. C. Mitra : Are Government aware tliat there is a 
strong feeling amongst the iniblie that Port Trust, Calcutta, ignores the 
Government of India control ? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : Government are not aware of 
any such feeling. Tlie (Vnnmissioners for the Port of Calcutta exercise 
the powers conferred upon theiu by the Calcutta Port Act, 1890, in ac¬ 
cordance with the ])rovisions of that enactment. 

Mr. S. 0. Mitra : Are not the Government of India aware that even 
as regards ])olicy of Indianisation the Port Trust is not following the 
general policy of the Government of India ? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : That is rather a difficult matter 
to pronounce an opinion upon. I would not like to pronounce an opinion. 

Mr. 8. 0. Mitra ; Are not the Government of India aware of the strong 
feeling among Indians on this point in regard to Indianisation f 
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The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : I think that matter has been 
more than once brought to notice. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : 1 take it that the Honourable Member is con¬ 
sidering this matter. 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : My Honourable friend has to 
realise that the l*ort Trust is given certain \)owers within which they are 
at liberty to act, and the power of the Government of India to interfere 
is limited. 

Economy and Retrenchment in the Calcutta Port Trust. 

1040. *Mr. S. C. Mitra : (a) Has the attention of Government been 
drawn to the article headed “ Economy and Retrenchment in the Cal¬ 
cutta Port Trust ’’ published in the Adi’ance, of July 5tli, 1938 ? If so, 
what action do Government propose to take agaiihst the Calcutta Port 
Trust to remove the grievances not^‘d therein ? 

(h) Do Government propose t(» redress the grievances of the staff 
mentioned in the jaiil article 1 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : (a) 1 pr«.‘sume the Honourable 
Member refers to the letter pnhlish<Hl under tliat caption on the date 
mentioned. Thai letter deals with two matters, namely, the stores 
purchase ])oliey of tlie Port Commi.ssioners. Calcutta, and the labour 
contract given hy them to Me.s.srs. Birti and Company, C.'alcutta. As 
regards the foi-nj<‘]-, (^o^'ernm;‘nt do not proj»o.se to take any action as 
the Port ConimissioiKUs have full ])ow<*r to make their own ])un'uases 
without interference hy (i(»v(‘rninent. As to the latter, the attention of 
the Iloiionrahle Meinbm* is invited to the reply given to Mr. Gaya 
Prasad SinglCs starr<*(l rpiestion No. 37o in the Legislative Assembly on 
the 1st »Sef)t(Mnht‘r, lf)33. 

(h) T have not b(*en «*d)]e to discov(*r any reference to the grievances 
of the staff in the letter in (juestion. 

Ali.eoations aoaix.st the Calci’tta Port Trt’st. 

1041. -’'Mr. S. 0. Mitra : (a) Has the attention of Government been 
drawn to the article headed “ Port Comiuissioners and Stores purchase, 
Gcverniiient explanation of non-protective policy ’’ published in the 
Advance, dated the 26th May, 1933 ? 

(&) Do Government propose to enquire into the allegations and 
remove the grievances mentioned therein ? 

(e) Has the attention of Government been drawn to the article 
headed “ Retrenchment in the ('’alcntta Port Trust ’’ published in the 
Advance, dated the 14th July, 1933 f If so, will Government be pleased 
to state whether they propose to investigate the allegations made 
therein and remove the grievances mentioned f If not, why not ? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore : (a) Yes, Sir. 

(6) The attention of the Honourable Member is invited to the 
answer given by me just now to part (a) of his starred question No. 1040. 

(c) Yes, Sir, the attention of Government has been drawn to the 
article or rather the letter referred to, but the power to appoint, dismiss 



1834 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


[20th Sept. 1933. 


or dispense with the services of the clerical and menial staff in question 
vests entirely in the Port Commissioners and the Government do not 
propose to interfere. 

Public Service Commission Examination fob Recruitment op Clerks 
FOR the Government op India. 

1042. *Mr. 8. C. Mitra ; (a) Is it a fact that the l^iblic Service Com- 
mission propose to iiold a competitive examination for the recruitment 
of Government of India clerks ? If so, is it a fact that nine posts are 
reserved for ladies ? If so, wliat is the number of total vacancies ex¬ 
pected to be filled on the results of this examination, out of which nine 
vacancies have been reserved for ladies V 

(h) Is it a faed that Government liave laid down that candidates 
who have failed at two previous examinations will not be allowed to sit 
at the fortheominpr examination, even if snob candidates are otherwise 
eligible ? If so, do Government propose to remove this bar ? If not, 
why not V 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : ((7) The answer to the first two 
parts is in the aflirmaTivc. As stated in the notice issued in tlie Suj)ple- 
ment to the Gazette of India, dated the 12th August. lO.'lI?. the number of 
vacancies to he filled on the results of the examination is md yt.d known 
definitely, but it is expected that it will not lx* less than tifteen. 

(h) The answer to the first ])art is in tlie aflirmative. Tlio restric¬ 
tion referred to by the Honourable Member was imposed after <lii(* con¬ 
sideration and Government do not propose to remove it. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : Arc the lady eandidat(‘s to lx* ineludcd 
among the minorities who share one-third scats reserved for the 
minority conininnities 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : T tliink, if my Honourahh* friend 
wishes to pursue this (pK'stion, lie had ]>etter address it to my Ilonour- 
ablo friend, the Army Secretary, who is the ex]H*rt (ui this matter. 

Mr. S. C. Mitra : May T take it that lady candidates include not 
only Anglo-Indians, hut also Indians ? 

Mr. G. R. P. Tottenham : Indian ladies are also equally eligible. 

Economy and Retrenchment in the Calcutta Pout Trust. 

1043. *Mr. S. 0. Mitra : (a) Ila.s the attention of Government been 
drawn to an article “ Economy and retrenchment in (■ale.ntta Port 
Trust—Faimess sacrificed at the altar of favouritism ’’ publislicd in the 
Advancef dated the 28th June, 1933 ? 

(b) Are Government prepared to enquire into all the allegations! 
made therein and state how far tJie statements made therein are correct 
and how far incorrect ? If not, why not ? 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Shore : (a) Yes, Sir. 

(h) Government have already enquired into the question of the 
appointment of an outsider as Assistant Yard Superintendent. It 
appears that the Commissioners for the Port of Calcutta found it neces¬ 
sary to revive this post and though they are usually opposed to filling 
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appointments by outsiders they considered such action necessary in this 
particular case. As regards the other matters referred to in the article 
mentioned by the Honourable Member, I would invite his attention to 
the reply I have just given to part (c) of his starred question No. 1041 
and the reply given by me on the 1st September, 1933, to Mr. Gaya 
Prasad Singh ^s starred question No. 375. 

Illness op Professor J. C. Giiosn, a Political Prisoner. 

1044. *Mr. Bhuput Sing : Has the artention of Government been 
drawn to the article headed “ Condition of professor J. C. Ghosh—^Bengal 
Governmont’s statement ”, jmblished in the Natiunal Call, dated the 7tli 
September, 1933 1 If so, will they be pleased to state whether Professor 
J. C. Gliosh, a political prisoner under Regulation ITl, is suirering from 
paralysis, and if so, when did he get it, and do Government propose to 
release the said imlitical prisoner fc)r better medical aid and treatment ? 

The Honourable Sir Harry Haig : I have seen the newspaperTeport 
to which tin* lloinmrable Member draws attention. My inquiries from 
the Local (iovornmont sliow that the State Prisoner is not suli'ering 
from paralysis. The other ])arls of the tpiostion do not arise. 

ITMKNT of DeFU'IY ClXANl TAL AdVISERS. 

1(G5. '"Mr. Bhuput Sing : (a) Is it a fact that five Deputy Financial 
Advisers Jiave been recruited from the Military Accounts Deuartment ? 
If so, are Government aware that ell these offieoi-s overlook the claims 
of the jiien of tin* Military Finanee tsef retariat in favour of the men 
from tlie Military Aceounts Department ? 

(h) Do Government ])ro])ose to ayjpoint one of the Assistant Financial 
Advisers, who does not belong to the Military Aeeounts Department, as the 
Establishment Officer ])y transferring the i)rescnt Establishment Officer to 
some other branch of the Military Finance Department ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : ia) The re])ly to the first 
l)art is in the affirmative ami to the second part in the negative. 

ao No. 

Audit CoxTKoii of Furniture, etc., of the Government of India 

Departments. 

1046. *Mr. Bhuput Sing : (a) MTill Government be pleased to 
state whether there is any rule by which junior officers of the Govern¬ 
ment of India are entitled to tfl:<* office furniture and carpets to their 
private residences either in Simla or Delhi 

(h) Is there any system of audit eontrol of the furniture, carpets 
and durrics of the difTereiit Departments of the Government of India ? If 
so, wliat are the methods of eontrol used by the Government of India f 

(c) Will Governmont be pleased to state how many carpets and 
durries were purcliased by the Military Finance Department since 1921 
and how many have been sold and how many are being used in the 
office of the Military Finance and bow many are unaccounted for ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster ; (a) No. 
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{h) No, as regards tlie lirst part. As regards the ^cond part, the 
Heads of Departments are expected to maintain inventories of furniture, 
etc., in possession of the Department. 

(c) Sixteen carpets (the last purchased in 1926) and 29 durries. 
None have been sold. All except three carpets anti five durries are 
actually in ofiiee use. All are accounted for. 

Tenders for Furnituiui: supplied to the Military Finance Department. 

1047. *Mr Bhuput Sing : {a) Will Government be pleased to 
State whether tenders are incited by the Military Finance Department 
when furniture is purehased for the offiee and whether Messrs. Gopiuath 
and Company, the eontraetor for the Military Finance Department, 
became a eontraetor by the teiuhu* system or wind her the linn was 
lippointed by the Establishment OlVieer ? 

(h) Is it a fact that the record boxes were supplied by Messr.s. 
Gopiuath and Conipany. to llie Military Finance D<»parliiient in the 
year 1932 ? If s(». what was the nmnl)er of sncli record boxes and the 
total cost of siieli boxes ! 

(c) Is it a fact that in the first journey from Delhi to Simla most 
of the boxes wero })roken and had to he rejected ? If so. what steps 
did the Establisiiment Officer take against the firm for such loss to 
Government ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : 0/i Furniture is rar(‘ly ]>nr- 
cliased by the ^lilitary Finanee Department. Sueh ariieh^s as may be 
required from time to time are usually made by the office carpenter. 
Within recent years certain small stationery cabinets and chairs W’ere 
purehased from Missrs. Gopi Nath and Company, Delhi, as their rates 
were the cheapest (•hrainahle in the market. This tinn is not the con¬ 
tractor for the Mi];tar\- Finaiiee Depaitmenl. })ut it is believed to enjoy 
a considerahh* 'patrcoiage .jin-uig tin* <»ftiiM*s of the (invernmert of India. 
It is not the pra('ti(*‘. t<» eall for ^eiiders f?>r petly and occasional supplies 
of furniture. 

(h) The reply to tin* first part is in the affirmative. As regards the 
second ])art, oO record boxes at a total cost of Rs. 550 were ordered. The 
rate, viz.. Rs. 11 per box, which included painting and numbering was 
considerably lower than tlie notations of various offieo carpenters which 
were in the region of Rs. 16 per box. 

(c) Certain boxes were damaged owing to rough handling in 
transit ; and the Establishment Officer succeeded in having them 
repaired by the firm without any extra expense to the Government. 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir : Will the Honourable Member kindy tell me 
what proportion of the cost of the articles referred to in the answer is 
the cost of the reply to this question t 
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The Honourable Sir George Schuster : 1 am afraid the Honourafble' 
Member must wait until the next Session for a full reply. 

Extension given to tub Establ»ishment OFPicEa op the Militabt 
Finance Department. 

1048. *Mr. Bhuput Sing : Is it a fact that the present Establish¬ 
ment Oliicer of the Military Finance Department is under extension ? 
If so, will Cjloverninent be pleased to state why in these days of 
retrenchment in* has been given an extension when Government is 
seriously thinking of retiring the men serving under the old rates of 
pay at the earliest pcKssible date provided in the rules? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : The repl> to the first part 
is in the negative. The question in the second part does not arise. 

DEPu rATioN OP Men from the MhiItary Accounts Department. 

1040. *Mr. Bhuput Sing : (a) Is il a fact that a large number of 
men of the Military Accounts Department are being employed in the 
Military Finance and that they an* shown on deputation ? If so, will 
Governinenl be j^eased to state whether such men are paid deputation 
allowance over and above the pay and other allowances such men are 
entitled to in tlic Jleadcjiiarters (O' the Military Accounts ? 

(h) Is il a fact that the men on deputation from the Military 
Accounts Department to the ^lilitary Finance draw more salary than they 
would have been entitled to if sneh men ^\onld have been recruited per¬ 
manently in the Military Finance ? 

(c) Will (i()\ornmcnt be plea.sed to state the different kinds of 
fdlowj iices and the different .sums of eaeli of siieh allowances that are 
j aid to tho.se men shown on de]nitation at ]>resent from the Military 
Accounts D<*partmcnt to the Military Finance Department over and 
above their actual pay ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : (a) Five men of the Mill- 
tary Accounts Department are on deputation in the Military Finance De¬ 
partment, which has a total staff of over 100. They receive no deputa¬ 
tion allowances. 

(h) Yes. 

(c) I lay a statement on tlie table showing the pay and allowances 
admissible to men on deputation in the Military Finance Department. 

The section to which these men are on deputation was transferred 
en hloc from the Military Accounts Department in 1925. They draw 
the rates of pay to which they would be entitled under the rules if serving 
in the office of the Military Accountant General. The only exception is 
the Assistant-in-Oliarge who gets the usual special pay of Rs. 100 per 
mensem for the control of a section, in addition to his emoluments in the 
Military Accountant Generaloffice. 

L304LAD . B 



[20th Sept. 193S. 


X83^ LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


Siaimnent 9how%ng Ihe pay and aUowances odmiMibk to men on depvtaticn in tht Military 

Finknce Department, 




Rb. 

1 Accountant 

..Pay.. 

600 


Duty allowance 

100 


Special pay .. 

100 


Ijocal allowance 

80 



780 

1 Accountant 

..Pay 

230 


Local allt)wanc€’« 

70 


Duty aIIowaiK?e 

46 



346 

1 Clerk .. 

.. Pay .. 

150 


Loc'al aliow'anee 

65 



215 

1 Clerk 

.. Pay 

205 


Lvxral allowance 

70 



276 

1 Clerk .. 

... Pay .. 

195 

• 

Local alJowaiice 

65 



260 

Applications for Leave 

BY THE GUAIiDS ON THE EasT 

Indian Railway, 


*Mr, D. K. Lahiri Chaudbury : (a) Is it a faul tliat the 
application for leave by. the (lUanls over the East Jiidiaii Railway are 
alwaj^s to be made through the Station Master of their Headiiuartera t 

(h) Will Goveninunit be pleased tv? state the number of applicrations 
for leave by Guards wlueh were iv'eeived by tlie Station Master, Gaya, 
during the year 1932, and the niiinbt r of eases in which leave was refused 
by the said Station Master 1 

(c) Will Government lie })lea.sed to state whether in such casv, of 
refusal of leave to the Guards by the Station Master, tlie apydieants cannot 
under the rules apjily direct to the Divisional Suyierintendent for grant 
of leave and whether under tlie rides the Divisional Superintendent can 
grant leave to subordinate staff when they apply direct to him for such 
leave ? 

(d) Will Government be phrased to state whether the applicatmn 
for leave direct to higher railway authorities contravenes any of the 
Railway Servants’ (’oriduct Rules ? If so, will Government be pleased to 
quote the rule ? 

{e) Is it a fact that for such a technical offence as applying for leave 
direct to the Divisional Superintendent, a Guard at Gaya station has been 
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dismissed f If so, will Governmient be pleased to ^ate whether the applir^ 
sant for siich leave violated the Railway Servants’ Conduct Rules, ot 
whether the officer grantiiig leuve on such direct applications violated the 
Railway Servants’ Conduct Rules 1 

Mr. P. B. Bau : (a), (6), (c) and (c). Government have no in?- 
Information but have sent a copy of the question to the Agent, East 
Indian Railway, for any action that may be necessary. 

(d) The Government Servants’ Conduct Rules do not deal with ques¬ 
tions of procedure about applications for leave ; but ordinarily a Govern¬ 
ment servant’s application for leave is made to his immediate superior. 

ItETIREMENT OF SUPERANNUATED MeN PROM GOVERNMENT SERVICE. 

1051. ''Mr. D. K. Lahiri GLaudLury : Will Government be pleased 

to lay on the table a statement sho ving the number of men with 30 years’ 
service or more and of 55 years age or more (i) in tlie different Depart¬ 
ments of the Government of India and Attached Offices, (ii) in each of tlie 
different Rfiilway Offices, and (m) in the Posts and T(*legra])hs Depart¬ 
ment ? 

(b) Do Goveri.meJil propose to retire such men from all Government 
posts for relieving to a certain extent Uie hardships of the uiiemplojed 
3 ''Oung men of India 7 If not, will Go\erniiieiit be pleased to state the 
reason why they do not i)r<.UH)se to rctu-e all such superannuated men from 
Government service / 

(c) Are Go\enimenl aware rliat by a<h)p1ing the suggested course in 
all Government s.irviees a great opening will be made for educated young 
men tliroughout the country, and that it may lead to removing to a great 
extent the general cry of uiiem ploy men t ? 

(d) Will Government be plersed to stab- whether they have under 
consideration a pro[)osal to retire eonipidsorily nil persons who have ]mt 
in 25 years’ serviet^ (*r more ! If so. Iiavo they I'ome to any decision in 
the matter ? If so, what is (he decision ? 

(e) Will Government he pleased h- slate wliether t?tere will be any 
actual saving to the country by adopting the procedure of retiring men 
with 25 years’ service or more on half pension and by recruiting men in 
their places on new and lower rates of ])ay ’ 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : (o) GoA^rnment have not 
got the information readily available and do not consider it« collection 
would be w’orth the time and labour involved. 

(h) No. Officers of the first category cannot be compulsorily retired 
before they reach the age of sui>crannnation unless reductions are being 
made in the number of posts in the cadre of their service or they are per¬ 
sonally inefficient. As regards officers of the second category^ I would 
refer the Honourable Member to clauses (a) and (b^ of rule 56 of the 
Fundamental Rules, a copy of which is in the Library of the House. 

(c) Government are unable to express an opinion. 

(d) Government have no such proposal under consideration. 

(e) In most cases the immediate saving in salaries would be counter¬ 
balanced the addition to pensionary charges. Government have no 

L.S04LAB n2 
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to Htire oncers bn li^-^enSion as a means o{ ecohomy ^ iortW- 
more it is not part of Government policy of retrenchment to disohar^e offi¬ 
cers to<i replace them hy officers of the same grade on lower rates of pay. 


Assault by a Gurkha StePOY on bomb Professors op a BAieisAL CotlLBoi:. 

1052. *Pandit Satyendra Nath Sen : u) Is it a fact that on or about 
the 2nd September, 1933, some Pi’ofessoi’s of the B. M. College, Barisal 
(Bengal), were assaulted by a (rurkha sepoy on a publii* road in the 
tbivn ? 

(h) Has any enipiiry been made into the case .* 

(c) If so, by whom and with what r(*sult ? 

Mr. G. R. P. Tottenham : U/) to (r). The Government of India 
have no information, No troops are stationed at Barisal. 


Certain Alterations in the “ D ” Type Orthodox Quarters in Ni:w 

Delhi. 

1053. *Mr. 8. G. Jog : {o) Arc Go\eminent aware that the floor area 
of * D ^ type orthodox (luartcrs in New Delhi is hardly as much as that of 
the floor area of garage and s(‘rvanl quarters of big bungalows for onice»*s ? 
If not, M’ill they ph'ase slate its proportions ? 

ih) Are Goveriimenr awaie that owiinr to th.‘ allotment of very small 
area for this type of quarters, the court-.van! of tlu* quarters is left com¬ 
paratively very little after providing the lueessary living aecominodution 1 

(c) Are Governire 111 avvan^ ttal ir a corner of this small court-yard 
there is a latrine ]>rovided for the inmates of the quarters ? 

(</) Are Govenimoni aware that owing to the very dost* proximity of 
the latrines in the ‘ D ' type ({iiarten, it becomes very difficult to sleep in 
tJie court-yar<l during summer seacui .' 

(r) Arc Governmert aware th.ii owing to the above mentioned diffi- 
cult.v some of tlie t«uiaji1s are eo4nivlled to sleep in the front common 
space and thus It^ave the quarters open to theft, etc., from the back side 
during the nights ? 

(/) Did Government consider the above defect of the quarters when 
preparing the new'*plans of this tjpc of quarters, and tried to widen the 
inner court-yard ? If so, wiili w’bat result ? 

(f/) Are Government prepared to remove this great difficulty of the 
tenants of this type of quarters ? If not, why not ? 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : (a) The information is not 
immediately available and I do not think tliat any public purpose would be 
sArved by collecting it. Its collection w’ould further entail considerable 
labour w’^hich I consider would not be justified. 

(b) The smallest courtyard in the ‘ D * type orthodox quarters has an 
area of 400 sejuare feet, which is considered sufficient for all reasonable 
requirements. 

, (c) Yes. 

<d) No. 
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(e) Nq ; further all doors can be locl^qd bs^ qjpe D|qyi<^l|d 

to all windows. 

(/) Government do not consider the sizq of eoiirtjFards in the * D * 
type orth(i4Q:9^ quarters as a def^t. Thq sugvostions i^eoeived from tenanito 
regarding these quarters have been ipcorppmted in the new plans so Jav 
as they are consistent with reasonable economy. 

(g) Does not arise. 

Sardar Bant Singh : What trouble can there be in finding out the 
area of a garage in officers * bungalows in order to compare it with the area 
of the ‘ D * type orthodox quarters ? 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : The reason is that there are 
various ty|)ic.s of officers’ bungalows and it will involve trouble to collect 
the information for all of them. 

Sardar Bant Singh : Wh^^re is the difficulty of comparing it, specially 
when the question mentions the ‘ D ’ type orthodox quarters and the floor 
spa(?e therein ? 

The Honourable Sir Prank Noyce : If the Tfonournblc Member is 
anxious 1o have a comparison made, T am prepared to ask my staff to 
collect the information. 

Mr. S. G. Jog : Have Government consulted the persons for whom 
these quarters are meant as to what their requirements are ? 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : I donl>t whether fludr recpiire- 
menrs, as stated by them, would l)e quite the same as those Government 
would bo luepared to give them. But T would point out that, in the 
reply to ])art (/) of the question. T have said that the suggestions re¬ 
ceived from tenants regarding these qiuarters have been incorporated iu 
the new plans so far as they are consistent with reasonable economy. 
The Honourable Member will .sec from that that the tenants of these 
quarters have been consulted. 

Mr. S. O. Jog : May I know if Government took steps to consult 
their wdshes in this matter ? 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : I have said that their sugges¬ 
tions have been incorporated. It is. therefore, obvious that they must 
have been consulted : or. at anv rate, if they were not consulted, they 
TTuulc rcprescntaticuis which were duly considered. 

Dismtss.m. ov PuHLir Servants tn ^Ittjt.ary EMPiiOY. 

10r)4. *Mr. S. Or. Jog : is it a fact that under Rule (V), 
Appendix XT, Regulations for the Amy in India, no permanent public 
servant in military employ is permitted to be dismissed from service unle» 
he has been allowed an opportunitj^^ to know the charge against him and 
to submit his defence to the same ? 

Mr. a. Tt. W. : Ye#. 
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iKDIANISATION OF THE OENTBAli CYPHER BuREAU OF THE FoHETON AND 

Political Department. 

1055. *Mr. Bhuput Sing : (a) Has the attention of Government been 
idrawn to the following statement p^l>lished in the Hindustan TiineSf 
dated Friday, the 8th September, 1933 V 
** Might and Bight : 

An Indian can become the Governor of a Province, a Member of the Governor 
General’s Executive Council and even Imj the Chief •Justice of a High 
Court, but he cannot be appointed even as a clerk in the cypher branches 
of the Foreign and Political Department of the Government of India. 
The difficulty, Sir George Schuster told the Assembly, was that the 
cypher codes w’ere issued by His Majesty's Oovernment on the iinder- 
staudiug that they would be used by British subjects onlv, the ;)iij>lica- 
tion being that Indians were not British subjects. iBut *h<' more 
important point is that by a ruling of His Majesty’s Govcnuiunt, Indians 
are excluded from appointments, in a De]>artment of the Goverjuiiont 
of India. And still this verj' same Government insist on all sorts of 
commercial and finamdal safeguards because there is just the possibility 
of the new Federal Government discriminating against British subjects 
in India. But consistency is not the virtue of politicians whoso only 
conception of right is their own might.” 

(h) If so, will Govenimont be pleased to state whether, in vi»»w of 
the said inconsistency as complained of therein. Government j)ropos(» to 
remove the anomaly 1 If not, why not t 

Major W. K. Fraser-Tytler : (a) The answer is in the affirmative. 

(h) The answer is also in the affirmative. I may refer tlie Honour¬ 
able Member to my reply 1o the Honourable i\rr. Muhammad Muazzam 
Sahib Bahadur on the 15th. Every effort is being made to open the 
Central Cypher Bureau as soon as possible to Indians. 

Mr. Uppi Sahib Bahadur : May I know if the typists of this De¬ 
partment are drawn only from one particular community ? 

Major W. K. Fraser-Tytler : I am afraid T have no information on 
that point and shall require notice. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

pROPO.'*ED Shifting of the Government of Indu Press, Cvncu^TTA, to 

DETiHl. 

122. Mr. Bhuput Sing : (a) Is it a fact that Government intend to 
shift the Government of India Press, Calcutta, from its ])resent location to 
Delhi ? 

(h) Is it a fact that tlie .shifting of the printing maelunes and establish¬ 
ment from Calcutta, the present location, to Delhi Avill entail heavy expendi¬ 
ture ? 

(r) If the answer.s to (a) and (h) be in the affirmative, have Govern¬ 
ment considered whether it is advisable to remove the said Press from 
Calcutta to Delhi at an abnormal cost ? Is there any difficulty in managing 
the work at Calcutta ? 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : (a), (6) and (c). It is the policy 
of Government to concentrate their ordinary printing work at New Delhi, 
as they are satisfied that this is desirable both on administrative and on 
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financial grounds. But any wholesale transfer would involve substantid 
capital expenditure and the transfer is likely to be effected by gradual 
stages. The Honourable Member will find further particulars in the 
proceedings of the Standing Finance Committee, Volume XllI—^No. 2, 
pages 45-46. 

Introduction op Lino Machines in the Government op India Presses. 

123. Mr. Bhuput Sing : (a) Is it not a fact that with the introauc- 
tion of mono lino machines in 1914 in the Government of India Presses, 
Calcutta, Delhi, Simla and Aligarh, a large number of compositors and 
distributors have been reduced 1 

(/*) If the answer to ])art (a) be in the afiinnative, will Goveriimeut be 
pleased to state the exact number of the compositors and distributors 
reduced from 1922 to 1932, respectively, year by year ? 

(e) Is it a fact that the mono machines caused to the Governmeiu a 
loss of 40 per cent. ? 

(d) Is it a fact that matttTS composed in mono have to be melti^d av.ay 
after printing, and that such melting can go on for five times only 1 

(e) Is it a fact that hand-composed matter lasts 90 lakhs of imi>ie.s- 
sions f 

(/) Is it a fact that hand comi)ositors are entitled to remuneration 
after the first reading, second reading, third reading, revised corrections 
and rule dress-up are finished t 

(g) Will Government be plea.sed to lay on the table a comparative 
statement showing the cost of composing by hand 44 X 72 Em non-piircil 
type 15 column stateimmt, and that of having it in a mono machine, noting 
specially the charge (»f : 

(i) Operator, 

(it) Caster, 

(ni) Arranging, 

(iv) First reading correctioiLS, 

(v) Second Reading Corrections, 

Third Reading Corrections, 

(I'jV) Revise eorreetions, 

(viii) Rule Dress up, , 

(ij;) Gas, 

(x) Electricity, 

(xi) Water, and 

(xii) Metal 1 

(/O If the replies to parts (a) and (r) be in the affirmative, will 
Government be pleased to state why Government have replaced hand com¬ 
position by mono machines and why these have not been abolished ? 

The Honourable Bir Frank Noyce : (a) A large number were 
reduced in the Presses at Calcutta, Delhi and Simla during the years 
1914—1924. 
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(&)' Nq v^cord giving this information haa been m^ntained in my 
pefllMr^anent or in tho office of the ContPoDer of Printing and' Stationery. 

(c) No. 

(d) Matter cast in monotype is ordinarily melted after printing and 
this saves distribution charges. It can be melted many times and can thc^i 
be rejuvenated at a very low cost for many more remeltings. 

(e) Yes. 

(/) Yes, if the various operations are necessary. 

(g) Owing to the varying factors it is not possible to prepare sack 
a statement in respect of monotype or hand composition. 

(A) Does not arise. 

Printing Clearing Oppicb. 

124. Mr. Bhnput Sing ; (a) Will Government be pleased to state : 

(i) When the Printing Clearing Office was started ; 

(ii) What is its function ; 

(in) What is the number of men working in it ; and 

(iv) The number of officials which compose the management, their 
respective designations and salaries ? 

(b) Will Government be pleased to state how and by whom the work 
now done by the Printing Clearing (.)ffice was managed before its creation t 

(c) Will Government be pleased to state the total annual cost for the 
maintenance of the Printing Clearing Office ? 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : (a) The Honourable Member 
is referred to the answer to Mr, S. C. Mitra^s identical (paestion No. 249 
asked on the 2nd February, 19.‘J1. Since tliat date the office has been 
merged in the office of the Controller of Printing and Stationer^'. 

(h) The ITonourable Member is referred to the answer to Iloaionrable 
Srjjut Lokenatb Mukiierjee's i(l<»ntical qiie.stion No. 74 a.sked in the Council 
of State on the 23rd August, 1926. 

(c) This office does not now exist a.s a separate office : it is merged 
in the office of tlie Controller of Printing and Stationery ; but the 
approximate annual cost of tlie staff engaged on the work formerly done 
by the Printing Clearing Office is Rs. 73,000. 

Memorial op Inkmen op the Government op India Press, (^AiiCi-TTA. 

125. Mr. Bhuput Sing : (o) Is it a fact that the inkmen of the 
Government of India Press, Calcutta, submitted a memorial to the Honour¬ 
able Member in charge, Department of Industries and Labour, through 
the proper channel in May, 1933 T 

(h) If the reply be in the affirmative, will the Honourable Member in 
ahazge, be pleased to— 

(t) furnish this House with the contents of the said memorial ; 

(n) state what action has been taken or is mtended to bo taken in 
the matter 1 If not, why not f 
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Sir Frraj^ KPFCII : (<]f) aad (1|). I imdarstand that # 
mcitiorrar sddresscd to the Q’overniuent of Tndi^ by eaEtain iiihofs of th# 
Govenunent of India Press, Calcutta, praying that their service may he 
clHssified as superior has been received by the Controller. The qjiestion is 
at present engaging his attention and will be considered by Government 
when his proposals are received. 

Memorial of Tempokary Pdecr-Workers of the Government of India 

Press, Calcutta. 

126. Mr. Bhnpnt Sing : (a) Is it a fact that the temporary pi^'ce- 
tmi)loyees of the Government of India Press, Calcutta, submitted a memorial 
to the Honourable Member in charge, through the i)roper channel in May, 

i^m y 

(h) If the reply bo in the affirmative, will the Honourable Men)ber in 
charge be pleased to— 

(i) furnish this House with the contents of the said memorial ; 
and 

(n) state what action has been taken or is intended to be taken by 
the Government in the matter ? 

The Honourable Sii* Frank Noyce : (a) and (6). Memorials from 
temporan- hinders of the G(»verijmerit of India Press, Calcutta, t^raying 
that they may h<* granted t)orrnanen+ status were reeeivcd. Th? tpiestion 
is at ])resent engaging the attention of the Controller, and will be consi¬ 
dered by Govornuu'nt when his proposals are received. 

Printing op the Army Department Tr^mning Maximal in Private Presses. 

127. Mr, Bhnput Sing : (a) Is it a fact that the rate of the private 
firms for printing the Army Department Training Manual and the binding 
charge of Army form No. A.-64 were considerably higher than that of the 
Government Presses ? 

(h) Is it a fact that Mr. II. I. Macdonald, Special Officer, Central 
Kevision Section, Army Department, Government of India, in his note, 
dated the 1st July. 1931, expressed the desirability of the said work being 
done at the Government Presses on economic grounds ? 

(r) Is it a fact that the Government of India have five well-equipped 
efficient presses—^two presses in Calcutta, one in Simla, one in Delhi and 
one in Aligarh ? 

(d) Is it a fact that Governmrnt received a resolution passed in the 
All-Tndia Press Employees’ Conference held in June, 1926 under the 
presidency of Mr. T. C. Goswami, a Member of the Assembly, as well as 
in the second session of the said conference held in Calcutta in August, 1927, 
under the presidency of the Honourable Sa\wed Muhammad Padshah Raheb 
and moved by the Government Press employees that the present practice 
of giving work to outside presses was detrimental to the interest of the 
Government Press employees and urging the Government of India and the 
Provincial Governments to abandon the practice as early as possible ? 

(e) Is it a fact that many employees of the Government of India 
Presses, Delhi, Calcutta, Simla and Aligarh, lost their jobs due to paucity 
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of work in 1922 to 1924 and the years following and are Government aware 
that even at the present moment a large number of thrown out employees 
of the Government Presses are sitting idle ? 

(/) Is it a fact that the Government of India Press, Calcutta, can 
easily manage printing Posts and Telegraphs Forms whose value is about 
Rs. 2,20,000 ? 

ig) Are Government aware that private contractors make a profit out 
of the order placed with them by Government ? 

[h) If tlve answers to parts {a) to {g) be in the affirmative, will 
Government be ])leased to state* if they are prepared to considt^r the advis- 
abiJity of discontinuing ])rinting orders with private contractors and having 
tlH'iii (lone in the Gov(‘rnnient Presses insteinl V 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : {a) During a short period when 
Training Manuals Avere ])i*inted at private j>resses without the interven¬ 
tion of the Stationery and Printing Departnu'iit the eost of their printing 
was eonsiderably higher. The ])rinting of these Manuals is now arnanged 
for tlirongh tlie Controller of Printing and Stationery either at Govern¬ 
ment or jirivate presses at rates which compare favourably with those of 
Government Presses. 

There is no Army form No. A-64. Tliere an*, however, Army Books. 
64-M and 64 for which a slightly higher rate than that of the Government 
Press was allowed. This was discontinued a.s soon as the matter came to 
notice. 

(h) T have not seen the note to which rcferoiKM* is made, but all 
opinions recorded in notes are confidential. 

(c) and (d). Yes. 

(e) The answer to the first part is in the* affirmative. As regards the 
second pari, I have no figures of the number still unemployed. 

(/) No. 

(g) I assume that unless the contractors secured some profit they 
would not undertake the work. 

(h) Does not arise. 

Lino and Mono Operators op the Government op India Presses. 

12S. Mr. Bhuput Sing : (a) Is it a fact that the lino and mono 
operators of the Government of India Press are salaried hands ? 

(/>) Is it a fact that the compositors of the Government of India 
Presses are piece-rated employees 1 

(r) Is it a fact that the outturn of the lino and mono operators as 
well as of the compositors is systematically checked and calculated ? 

(d) Is it a fact that when the outturn of the lino and mono 
operators is found to be greater in volume than the standard outturn 
fixed, the operators are awarded a special bonus over and above their 
pay ? 

(^) Is it a fact that when the outturn of the compositors is found to 
have increased in volume over the fixed outturns, it results iu the hands. 
being penalised for the same ? 
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(/) If the answers to (a) to (e) be in the aflSrmative wilJ Govern¬ 
ment be pleased to state the reasons for what is stated in part (a) f 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : (a) Yea. 

(b) In the Calcutta and New Delhi Presses, compositors are employed 
on piece-rates. 

(c) and (d). Yes. 

(e) There are no * fixed outturns * for compositors on piece-rates. 
Th(?y are i)aid full rates for all work done on piece. 

if) Does not arise. 

Decrj. ^si: IN THE Earning of the Piece-Workers op the Government of 
India Presses at Calcutta and Simla. 

129. Mr. Bhuput Sing : (a) Is it a fact that the earnings of the 
piece-workers of the Government of India Presses at Calcutta and Simla 
aiv fiaily decreasing 1 

(h) Ik it a fact that the Government of India Resolution No. A.-31, 
da1(Ml llie loth July, 19‘JO, stated that the compositors <»!' the Govern- 
iiieiit of India Pn'ss used to earn from Rs. 35 to Rs. 90 according to the old 
class-rates V 

{(‘) Is it a fact that hy the said resolution an increment of 40 

prr cntl, was given to all work»‘rs in the (loverninent of India Press I 

{d) Is it a fact that according to the rales of increment given by 

Governni<*nt in ])ursuance of the resolution, above referred to, the 

earnings of the compositors worked out at from Rs. 49 to Rs. 126 '/ 

(c) Will Covernment be pleased to lay on the table a >tatement 
showing the minimum and maximum earnings of tlie compositors in the 
Government of India Pres.ses in t'alcutta, Simla, Delhi and Aligarh per 
month during the years 1930, 1931 and 1932 year by year ? 

The Honourable Bir Frank Noyce : ((7)1 have no reason to suppose 
that tliis is the e^ase. 

(h) This statement was made in respect of the piece-work composi¬ 
tors in the Government Pr(*s.ses at Calcutta, Delhi and Simla only. 

(c) Piece-rates were rai.sed by the percentage stated in the presses 
at Calcutta and Delhi. 

(d) Provided that their output had remained unaltered piece-workers 
who ^^ero receiving between Rs. 35 and Rs. 90 would have drawn, on 
getting a 40 per e(‘nt. increase in rates, wages varying within the limits 
nientifuied hy the Iloiiourable Member. 

(( » I have not the particulars of the maximum and minimum earn¬ 
ing during the three years mentioned in the question in the Calcutta and 
Delhi Presses, but the figures for 1931-32 are as follows ; 

Calcutta : minimum Rs. 41 ; maximum Rs. 82. 

Delhi : minimum Rs. 48 ; maximum Rs. 131. 

There are now no piece-work compositors in the Simla and Aligarh 
presses. The compositors in these presses j^re salaried hands and the 
maximum and minimum pays during the years in question were in 
Simla Rs. 90 and Rs. 55 and in Aligarh Rs. 45 and Rs. 25. 
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Faulty Chscs ovm Cohpobixob&' Wow nr tse Qqwwmjbki) of Indu 
Pbssses at Calcutta and Simla. 

130. BIr. Bhupnt : (:(i) Is it a faet that the compositors of the 
Governmont Presses are employed on the piece as well as on the hour 
fifystem t 

(/>) Is it a fad that work—both piece and hours—^are distributed 
amojji? the compositors by the respective Section-holders under their 
immediate supervision who issue certificates accordingly V 

(c) Is it a fact that the checkers check the outturn of the com¬ 
positors on the basis of the papers forwarded to them being certified by 
the Section-holders ? 

(d) Is it a fact that the checkers of the Government of India loesses, 
Calcutta, Delhi and Simla, deduct almost daily something from the 
actual hours of work of the eompositors in spite of the certificates from 
the Section-holders 1 

(e) Ts it a fact that the majority of the Piece-workers^ Committee of 
1922 stated in paragraph 22 of their report that the difTcrein'cs among 
the checkers were serious ? 

( f) Is it a fact that these deductions hy tlic chc(*kerK serif)usly affect 
the earnings of the compositors and thereby the class-rates and tlie 
pensions ? 

(r/)lf the answers to i)arts to (/) he in the affirmative, will 
Government be pleased to state if any action has been or is beiner taken 
or is contemplated to be taken at an early date to tin* present 

faulty cheeking system in the said Government of India Presses at Cal¬ 
cutta". Delhi and Simla ? 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : (a) Only in the Calcutta and 
New Delhi Presses. 

(/>) Vos. 

(r) Yes. 

id) Deductions arc made when necessary. 

(e) No. The Piece-Workers’ Comniittee stated that the difTcreuce 
of the compositors vrith the checkers were more serioiLS than with the 
com pu tors. 

(f) No. 

Docs not arise. 


Faulty Ctfeck oveu Compositors’ Work in the Government op India 
Presses at Calcutta and Simla. 

131. Mr. Bhuput Bing : (a) Is it a fact that the piece-works of 
the compositors of the Government of India l^ess. Calcnttta, are dis¬ 
tributed by the Section-holders and are done under their immediate 
supervision and that a register is maintained for that purpose ? 

(h) Is it a fact that computers are engaged for the purpose of cal¬ 
culating the outturn on the biuiis of the eerti&ate isaued by the Section^ 
holders T 
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(c) Is it a iact that differeaces in calculation occur often even on a 
speoific piece of work f 

(d) Is it a fact that Mr. Jagadesan, the Examiner of Press Accoixnta, 
adtnitted before the Piece-workers* Committee of 1932 that no two coln- 
)^toTB would arrive at identical calculations in respect of a specific piece 
of work ? 

(e) Is it a fact that compositors are not evenly paid even for 
a specific piece of work due to this difference in calculations ? 

if) If the answers to parts (a) to (e) be in the affirmative, will 
(Tovernment be pleased to state what steps have been or are being con- 
leinplated to be taken to remedy the evils of the present system of com¬ 
puting in tlie said Government of India Press ? 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : (u), (y>), (c) and id). Yes. 

(e) and (/). As recognized in paragraph 21 of the Majority 
Report of tlie Piece-Workers’ Committee, 1922, the differences in com¬ 
puting are ordinarily infinitesimal, and no action to remedy this has 
been considered necessary. 

Non-Pay.mk.nt to Pir.i i:-W orkers in the Government op India Presses 
ON cEiiTAiN Bank Holidays. 

132. Mr. Bhuput Sing : (a) Is it a fact that in 1931 the Government 
of Ifidia Presses, (’aleutta, Jhdlii and Simla, were entirely el(*sed for 
22nd, 23rd and 24th August by reason of all the banks being closed ? 

ih) Is it a fact that the piece-workers of th(‘ Governmenl of India 
Presses, (’aleutia, Delhi and Simla, were not paid for those three days ? 

(( I If th<‘ answers to parts (u) and {b) he in the affirmative, will 
Government be j)lcas<'d to state the reason therefor ? 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : (a), (h) and (eV There is no 

record in my Departimuit of the days on whieli tlie presses were 
elosed in August, pKll, or of the payments for such days ; but one of 
the days meiilioiied was a Sunday and tin* ]>resses are ordinarily closed 
on that day. Piece-w(»rk<*rs are not ordinarily paid for holidays on 
which a. pn^ss is elosed, hut they can at their option gt^t jiayment for the 
holidays actually enjoyed by them by having them counted against the 
leave with pay admissible to them ; and I have no reason to suppose 
that the ordinary rules were not applied. 

Seniority List op Staff in the Moradahad Division, East Indian 

Railway. 

133. Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali : (a) Is it a fact that the 

seniority is counted according to the grades and not according to class t 
If so, how are combined seniority lists piade up on the East Indian Rail¬ 
way, especially in the Moradabad Division ? 

(b) Is it a fact that the instructions contained in the note under sec¬ 
tion II—Recruitment and Training of the Rules for Recruitment and 
Training of Subordinate St«ijT—circuiated by the Agent under his No. 5481 
A.E.-24^, dated tihe 1st October, 1932, are not adhered to by the Divisional 
Su])erintendent, Moradabad Division, East Indian Railway ; for instance. 
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Assistant Station Masters (Higher Grade) or Guards are seteeted as Trans¬ 
portation Inspectors, viz,, Mr. A. N. Logawney, T. K. Beilly, etc. ; and 
similarly Station Masters (Lower Grade) are not promoted to Assistant 
Station Masters (Higher Grade) ? if not, what are the percentage of 
promotions of persons from Siation Masters (Lower Grade) and Guards 
(Goods or Passenger) to Assistant Station Master (Higher Grade) during 
^e preceding three years ^ 

(c) Is it a fact that senior most Assistant Station Masters, Class 
“ C ” in Moradabad Division are deprived of the privilege of officiating 
appointment in Assistant Station Masters (Higher Grade) ? If not, what 
are the rules x)revaleiit in Monidabad Division regarding the normal channel 
of promotion to ^issistant {Station iMasicr (Higher Grade; 1 

(d) Is it a fact that the Moradabad Division in violation oi* Agent’s 
Circular No. 5481A.E.-*2460, dated the 1st October, 19112, maintained a 
panel for “ E ’’ Class Assistant ISl^jlion Miisters (Higher Grade) and they 
place in and place out any suhordiiiate according to their will and 
pleasure or discretion ? If not, what are tlie correct interpretations of the 
following letters issuc'l by the Uiviviooal iSnperint/*ndent, Moradabad 
Division : 

(0 (a) 12j88iE.T.-2, dated the 14th duly, 1928 ; (b) Order, dated 
the 9th Ih'ceniber, 19110, signed hv Superintendent, Tianspor- 
tation ; (c) 12|88|27-E., dated the 9th March, 1928 ; 16th 
Mareh, 1928 ; 24tli April. 1929 ; {d) Cirt'ular letters No. 11 [ 
dl-E.T., dated the I6th November, l!h‘U ; 191 h N(»vemher, 

1931 ; 

(ii) llj31|E.T.-2. dated the 22iui April, 1932 ; *2()tli September, 

1932 ; 2nd N(»veinl»er. 19)12 ; 19th November. 19:12 ; I7th 
January, 19)1)1 ; loth Fel>ruarv, 193)1 ; 27th Fthruary, 1933 ; 
16th Mareh. 19)13 ; *20th April, 19)1)1 ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : Gov^^mment have no information hut have sent a 
copy of this (piestion to the Aireiit. East Indian Railway, for any m*tion 
that may be necessary. 

RlCCitl ITMENT OF Gt^ARDS IN THE MoHADAHM) DIVISION, EaST InOIAN 

Kaijavay. 

134. Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali : (a) Is it a fact that the 

following persons w^ere recruited as Guards in the Moradaba<l Division 
direct on Rs. 140—10—230 as ‘‘ C ’’ Class : 

Messrs. T. K. Reilly, C. N. Logawney, D. MacLeod, p 7. H. Bond, 
W. D. Ilayde, 1^. L. Pearce, A. IT. Liiders, J. N. Vanspall, 
E. R. Blackford, and L. O. Mantheroo ? 

If so, under wbat cinnimstances 'were the rules for the recruitment 
and training of Transportation (Traffic) Group infringed ? 

(h) Is it a fact that the following employees are qualified Guards and 
worked as .such for different jieriods, and were denied recruitment to per¬ 
manent vacancies to which direct appointments were made : 

Messrs. M. V. Bhawnani, T. T. E. ; Kanhaya Lai Pandey, Parcel 
Clerk ; Syed Karar Hussain. Parcel Clerk ; R. D.. Pandey, 
Free Service Clerk, Moradabad Division ? 

If so, what are the ^asons for the appointment of persons direci or of 
those who are junior in service ? 
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Hr. P. B. : Government have lio information, but have sent a 
copy of the questi^ to the A^ent, Eant Indian Railway, to see whether 
any action is necclssary. 


PnjjiNG UP OF VaganCTES of Sur-IIeads on the East Indian 

Railway. 

Rif). Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali : Is it a fact that the Controller of 
Railway Accounts in his letter No. 77-E.-31-C.R.A.-III, dated the 20th July, 
1932, prescribed that the vac'ancies in the j^rade of sub-heads are to be filled 
ui) by the j)romo1ion of clerks who have i)assed either Appendix “ D 
“ K ’’ 01 * 8. R. A. 8., Part II, examinations and are awaiting their chance 
for proinolion to the rank of Accountants '/ If so, under what cir- 
ciiinslances was this authority superseded by tbe Chief Accounts Officer, 
East Indian Riiilway, vide his No. ll-T.A.!33|R.K.Kaul, dated the 24th 
August, 1933 ? Do Government propose to inquire into the inatfer ^ 

Mr. P. R. Rau : Government have n^) information, but have sent a 
copy (»f the question to tlie r'ontroller of Raihvay Accounts to see 
whether any action is n(*cessary. 

\V ITllDKAWAI. OF IlAUiV ALLOWANCE OP InSPFXTORS OP' STATION v\rrOrNTS, 
ETC., ON THE East Indian Rah^w ay. 

13(>. Mr. Muhammad Azhar Ali : Is it a fact that the daily allowance 
of Ihf class of lHsf)(‘ctors was liased on the pay drawn subject to a minimum 
of Rs. 2-.S-0 per day, vide Raihvay Board iettf»r No. (){)iS7-F., dated the 9th 
Mareli, .1931 ? If so, under what circumsiances was this privilege only 
withdrawn from the Inspector of Station Accounts, Stores and Stock 
VeriticTs, and not from the other class of Ins]lectors, vide Railw’ay Board 
letter No. r)2‘l9-E., of 11th July, 1932 1 Do Government propose to extend 
the old privilege to Insp(*ctors of Station Aceoniits, etc. ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : Gnvernmeiu have jh) inforniati(ui, ])ut liavt* sent a 
cojiy of the (pn'stioii t<» the (’ontnJler of Railway Accounts to see 
whether any action is necessary. 

Grant (»f Increments to the Opfk ials of the Sorting Office, Madras 
Gener^vl Post Office. 

137. Mr. N. M. Joshi : (n) With reference to the reply given by 
Sir Thomas Ryan to (piestion 11 (>9 put by me on the floor of the Assembly 
on the 10th April, 1933, will Government be pleased to state whether 
any action has been taken for the grant of increments without any 
stoppage to the men aflPeeted ? 

(h) If the answer he in the negative, will Government be pleased 
to state the reasons for the same ? 

The Honourable Sir Prank Noyce : (flf) The matter is under con¬ 
sideration, and a decision has not yet been reached. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Allowance to the Stenographers op the Central Telbgkapit Office 
AND General Post Office, Madras. 

188, Mr. N. M. Joshi : fa) Will Government be pleased to state 
when the allowances to the stenographers working in the Central Tele- 
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^aph Office, Madras, and in the General Post Office, Madras, were 
suspended and restored in the year 1931 ¥ 

(6) Will Government be pleased to state whether they have restored 
tile grant of allowance to the stenographer of the Central Telegraph Office, 
Madras, for the suspended period V 

(c) If the answer be in the affirmative, will Government be pleased 
to state why the said allowance was not simultaneously restored for the 
suspended period to the steiiograi>her w'orking in the General Post Office, 
Madras ? 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : (a) The special pay in both 

eases w^as held in abeyance on the 16th August, 1931, and was restored 
on the 1st October and the 15th November, 1931, respectively. 

ib) Yes. 

(c) Because the official concerned did not actually work as a 
stenographer during the period from the lOth August, 1931. to the 14th 
November, 1931. 


Postal recruited TeijEoraphists. 

139. Mr. N. M. Joshi : Will Government be jdeased to state whether 
they h.'ive Inken any aeti<»n on the s})eeeli of Pandit Satyendra Xath Sen 
riUKle on 10th March, 1933, at the time of Budgd discussions reijarding 
postal recruited telegraphists, and if so, will Government >)e pleased to 
place (»n the table a copy of their decision ? 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : No. The cast* of tht; telegra¬ 
phists referred to was re-examined by the Director (icneral as ])ronused 
by him in this House on the 10th March, 1933, but be found no reason 
to make any recommendation to Government to re-opt*n it. 

Grant op Pension to Batdot Mistoies. 

140. Mr, N. M. Josbi : tc) With reference to the reply givtm to my 
question No. 181 on the 4t]i Se])tember, 19128, regarding the grant of 
])(*iision to Baudot mistries, will Government be pleased t'o state whether 
they liave come to a final decision on the matter and if .so, wliat are the 
decisions ? 

(h) Will Government he ydeased to state whether they now propose to 
consider and grant compensation in lieu of pension as is given to the 
Railway servants by tht^ Railway Department and in view’ of the sugges¬ 
tion rriven by the Government of India in Circular No. 5042, dated the 
8th July, 1919, to consult the Railway authorities 1 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : {a) and (b). The attention of 
the Honourable Member is invited to the reply given by Sir Thomas Ryan 
on th( 5th April, 1933, to his starred question No. 1124. There has been 
no change in the position since that date. 

Retirements in certain Grades in tub Posts and Teleoraphs 

^Department. 

141. Mr. N. M. Joshi : Will government he pleased to fumikh a 
statement showing the number of l^etii^ements (i) compulsory, and i^)’ 
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voluntary in each of the following grades after the introduction of Sir 
Oowasji Jehangir’s report T 

(i) Telegraphists ; 

(u) Telegraph Masters ; 

(idi) Deputy Superintendents ; 

(iv) Officers of the First and Second Divisions ; 

(v) Officers of the Engineering Branch ; and 

(vi) Clerks. 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : The Honourable Member is 
referred to the reply given in this House by Sir Thomas Ryan on ^e 5th 
April, 1933, to his starred question No. 1325. The information available 
regarding the numbers of compulsory and voluntary retirements effected 
since then are as follows : 


(i) Compulsory. 

(fi) Voluntary. 

Telegraphists 

none 

61 

Telegraph Masters 

none 

6 

Deputy Superintendents 

none 

none 

Officers of the 1st and 2nd Divisions 
of the Superior Traffic Branch. 

none 

none 

Ga^setted officers of the Engineering 
Branch 

none 

none 


The total number of clerks (including Head Postmasters, 8ub and 
Branch Postmasters, Inspectors and Town Inspectors of Post Offices, 
Sorters, Supervisors, etc.) retrenched between the 1st December, 1932 
and the 31st May, 1933 (up to which date information is Available) is 
1,214 but no information is\ available as to the number who retired 
voluntarily or were compulsorily retrenched. 

Communal Composition of certain Grades op Services in the Accounts 
Department, East Indian Railway. 

142. Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad ; (a) Will Government be pleased to 
state the i)resent communal composition of the following grades of services 
in the Account's Department of the East Indian Railway : 

(i) Accountants ; 

(it) Inspector of Station Accounts ; 

(in) Inspector of Stores Accounts ; 

(iv) Sub-Heads ? 

(h) Will Government be pleased to state the number of vacancies 
filled in, in each of the grades specified above, sipce 1926 and the number 
of Moslems and non-Moslems recruited either directly or by promotions t 

Mr. P. R. Ran : (a) and (i). Government regret they are unable to 
supplement the information given about the communal composition of 
Railway Staff in the Administration Reports by particulars about indh^l* 
dual offices or classes of st^. 

L3041iAD C 
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Pboi'Osal fob the Amalgamation of the Municipalitieb of Old and New 

Delhi. 

143. Mr. Bhuput Sing : Have Government any proposal to amalga¬ 
mate the municipalities of tln» Old and New Delhi ? 

Mr. G. S. Bajpai: No. 

BsTABI.ISHMENT of a DEVrELOJ’MENT DIRECTORATE FOB Ol*D AND NeW 

Delhi. 

144. Mr. Bhuput Sing : Do Government propose the establishment of 
a development directorate for Old and New Delhi ? If not, why not V 

BIr. G. S. Bajpai : No. Government do not consider it necessary to 
establish a Development Directorate for Old and New Delhi. 

Dangerous Condition op Timarim r Quarters. Delhi. 

145. Mr. Bhuput Sing : (a) Has a telegrai>hic representnt ion been 
received by Gnveriiinent from Government empioyees living in Timarpur 
quarters inviting Gov(*rnment \s attention to the dangerous state of their 
quarters due to the recent rains in Delhi ? If so, what action do Govern¬ 
ment propose to take ? 

(b) "Would the Timari)ur quarters be demolished and new ones built ? 

(c) D*o Government propose to abandon the Timarpur site clue to its 
low level proximity to the Jumna and the terrible malaria that ravages 
there ? 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : (a) Yes. The repairs which 
were considered neces.sary have since been carried out. 

' (b) and (c). No, 

Motor and Electric Omnibus Service in DeIjHI. 

146.. Mr. Bhuput Sing : (a) When is the motor and electric omnibus 
service sancti<.ned for the D<*Ihi EleeJric Supi)ly and Traction (\>mpany 
Ltd., to start 

(b) Are Government aware that this company dfK*s not ])ropose to run 
the sanctioned eh;ctric tmllcy omnibus service dm* to the overliead line 
having to run through Azadpnr, wbieli is almost double the route requiring 
considerable additional CJiipital on a very lar«o* section, wh<*r(r there is no 
traffic, which will be uiirernimerativc for some years to come 1 

(c) Do Government i)ropose to alter tlie route as desired by the Electric 
Company ? 

Mr. G. 8. Bajpai : Enejuiries have boon made and the result will be 
communicated to the House in due course. 

Introduction op a Faster Train via Tjoop Line prom Howrah to Dielhi. 

J47, Mr. Bhuput Sing : (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
whether any steps have been taken to introduce the running of a faster 
train via Loop Line from Howrah to Delhi, for the convenience of 
passengers travelling from stations on this line T 
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(6) What are the difficulties in the way of running a fast through 
train over this line T 

(c) Are Government aware of a very strong public feeling over the 
matter for the last several years f 

(d) Does not the traffic on the line justify such introduction of a 
fast through train 1 

(e) Have Government considered that the train can be made to run 
via Dhulian (B. A. K. Section), if any of the bridges over the corresponding 
section of the Loop Line is not able to withstand the running of a faster 
train over it ? 

Blr. P. B. Rau : Enquiries have been made from the Agent, East 
Indian Railway, and 1 will place a reply on the table in due course. 

Tenders for Supply op Ftirniturb to the Zoological Survey op India. 

148. Mr. Bhuput Sing : (a) Will Government be pleased to state 
whether tenders wore called for by the present Director of the Zoological 
Surv’ey of India for the sujiply of office furniture ? If not, w’hy not ? 

(u) Is it a fact that he has given the contract to a Chinese furniture 
dealer ? If so. do Government propose to enquire why instead of Indian 
furniture dealers, a Chinese has heen appointed ? If not, why not f 

Mr. O. S. Bajpai : Enquiries have been made and the information 
wir be furnished to the House in due course. 

ReTRENOTTMUNT in the ARCHAEOLOOirAL DEPARTMENT. 

149. Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : (a) Is it a fact that Government 
orders contemplated the appointment of a Board to select personnel for 
discharge ? 

(7) 1 Did the Director General of Archeeology appoint such a Board t 
If so, will Govemmenl kindly state the names of the members of the Board! 

Was any ]\ruslim member appointed on the Board to safeginird 
the interests of Muslims ? If not, why not ? 

Mr. G. 8. Baipai : (r?) Yes. 

(h) Yes. The names of the members of this Board are : 

1. Rai Bahadur Daya Ram Sahni, Director General of ArcheBology 

in India. 

2. Mr. J. A. Page, Deputy Director General of Archaeology in India. 

3. Mr. K. N. Dikshit Df‘puty Director General of Archaeology for 

Exploration. 

(c) No, because there was no Muslim officer attached to the Head 
.Office at the time. Every possible precaution was. however, taken to safe¬ 
guard the interests of all communities in the Department. 

Retrenchment in the Auctiaeotjogicatj Department. 

150. Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : Will Government kindly lay on 

the table a statement showing the number of Hindu and Muslim employees 

J.304T^AD at 
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aiid their percentage before and after retrenchment in the subordinate ser- 
vice of the Archaeological Department 1 

(b) Was any assurance given to this House that the percentage of the 
various communities would remain the same before and after retrench¬ 
ment ) 

(c) Is it a fact that the percentage of Muslims has diminished in that 
service ever since ? If so, why 1 

Mr. Q. 8. Bajpai : Information is being collected and ^will be laid 
on the table in due course. 

Free Occupation op Government Quarters by certain EMPLOYiass op 
THE Archaeological Dei^ai^tment. 

151. Mr. M. Bfaawood Ahmad : (a) Will Government kindly lay on 
the table a statement showing the names of the subordinates in the Archieo- 
logical Department wlio occiip}^ Government quarters and pay no rent If 

(b) On what basis have these concessions been allowed to them f 

(c) Have Government considered the desirability of charging rent 
now f If not, why not ? 

Mr. G. 8. Bajpai : The information is being collected and will be 
lAid on the table of the House in due course. 

Retrenchment in the Archaeological Dei*artment. 

152. Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : (a) Is it a fact that in the Eastern 
Circle of the Archeological Department the post of a Hindu was abolished, 
but actually a ^Muslim was retrenched f 

(b) Is it' a fact that disciplinary proceedings were in progress against 
the Hindu subordinate in question ? 

(r) If the answer to part (b) be in the affirmative, will Government 
please state the reas^)iis for keeping this man in service and for retrenching 
the Muslim ? 

Mr. G. 8, Bajpai ; (a) and (e). One post on the ministerial establish¬ 
ment in the Circle named was abolislied and the Muslim employee who wa.s 
the most junior member of the ministerial establishment was discharged 
in accordance with the general instructions laid down for the selection 
of personnel for discharge in connection with retrenchment. 

(ft) Disciplinary })roceedings were in progress against two Hindu 
subordinates. Hoth have been degraded to low^er po.sts on the minima of 
the scales of pay attached to them. 

Allegations against Mr. Cttandba, Arcitaeolooical Superintendent, 

Poona. 

153. Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : (a) Is it a fact that a certain finn 
.teown as Messrs. Gorachand and Sons secured huge contracts from 

Chandra, ArchaBological Superintendent, while at Poona and hatl its 
office in the very house of Mr. Chandra f 
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(h) If the reply to part (a) be in the affirmative, will Government be 
pleased to state if this action on the part of Mr. Chandra was not considered 
seriously objectionable 1 

(c) Did Goveniraent order an enquiry into the conduct of Mr. Chandra f 
If so, when, and who were the members of the Enquiry Board t 

(d) Was Mr. Chandra’s case referred to the Public Service Commis¬ 
sion before jiassing final orders, as was done in similar other cases in the 
Department ? If not, why was this preferential treatment shown ? 

(e) Do Government propose to consult the Public Service Commission 
now T 

Mr. 6. S. Bajpai : (a) The firm referred to by the Honourable 
Member did obtain certain contracts. 

(h) and (c). An enquiry was conducted by the Director-General of 
Archeology in India and Mr. J. P. Blakistoii, Superintendent, Archaeo¬ 
logical Survey of India, (iovernmcnt come to the conclusion, after 
considering their reports, that although Mr. (Chandra’s conduct in the 
matter was objectionable, tlie requirements of the case would be met if 
an expression of their di.ssutisfaction wen* conveyed to him. 

(d) No reference to the Public Service Commission was necessary. 

(e) Government do not consider such reference to be necessary. 

Transfer op the Assistant Superintendent op ARcriAEOLO<3yj Central 
India and Rajputana, to some other Circle. 

154. Mr. M. Maswood Ahmad : (a) Is it a fact that the post of the 
Assistant Superintendent for Central India and Rajputana remained 
vacant for considerable periods during the ]>ast, and his work was done 
in the Director General of Ardueology s office during his absence ? 

(h) If so, are Government prepared to consider the desirability of 
transferring the present Assistant ISuperintcndent to some other Circle 1 

Mr. O. 8. Bajpai: (a) Yes. 

(5) The services of this officer arc required at the Headquarters 
to assist the Director-General of Archaeology in India in Archffiological 
matters relating to the Ind'.an States in Central India and Rajputana. 
It is not possible, therefore, to transfer him to a Circle. 

Ignoring the Claims of Muslims in the Archaeological Depabtmrnt. 

155. Hr. M. Maswood Ahmad : (a) Will Government kindly state 
what is the length of the service of the present Director General of 
Archasology f 

(h) Will Government please state how many Hindus and Muslims 
the Director General has appointed permanently during his service t 

(c) Will Government be pleased to state how many Muslims dufiw 
his long tenure were permanently appointed ? 

(d) Is it a fact that he held charge of the Lahore Circle of the 
Arch^logical Department for a considerable period t 
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(c) Is it a fact that in the Punjab where there is such a large popu¬ 
lation of Muslims he did not appoint any suitable Muslim under his 
control ? 

(/) Is it a fact tliat when the present Director (leneral of Archaeology 
was Superintendent of Lahore or other Circles, the Director General at the 
time issued instructions to Archseological Officers for keeping regard of the 
representation of the minority communities ? 

(g) Did the gentleman even then appoint any Muslim in his office ? 

(h) What action did Government' take against the officer fen* ignoring 
the orders referred to f 

Mr. G. 8. Bajpai : The information asked for is being collected and 
wdll be laid on the table of the House in due courst\ 

Great Indian I’eninsttla Rah.way Trac’tion Department. 

156. Mr. T. N. Ramakrishna Reddi : With reference to the Financial 
Comfaiissioner’s reply to ]\Ir. B. Das’s questions Nos. 729 to 732 on the 13th 
March, 1933, regarding the Great Indian Peninsula Jtailway Traction 
Department, are Government now in a position to place before this House 
the particulars ]>romised ? If so, will they please lay on the table all the 
available information f 

Mr. P. R. Rau : The inrorinalion was laid on the table of the House 
on the 1st September, 193t3. 

Assistant Divisionaij Transi^btation Stu»ebintbni>ent (Traction) on 
THE Great Indian PENiNsri.A Rau^way. 

157. Mr. T. N. Ramalirishna Reddi : (a) With reference to Mr. B. 
Das’s question No. 729 (r) on the 13th March, 1933, and in view of the 
Financial Commissioner’s assurance that if there is over-staffing in the 
superior officer’s cadre of the Electric Traction Branch of the Great Indian 
Peninsula Railway, it will certainly be reduced, and recent confirmation 
of the Assistant Divisional Transportation Superintendent (Traction), are 
Government satisfied that the retention of the post is absolutely necessary 
in the interests of the Railway ? 

(b) Are the qualifications of the present incumbent of the post of 
Assistant Divisional Transportation Superintendent (Traction) considered 
adequate for expert technical supervision of the three branches of the 
Electric Traction Department, viz,, Generation, Distribution and Rolling 
stock t 

(c) Apart from his having held the position of Traction Engineer 
(Rolling Stock) mi the Railway, what special claims doejs he possess to 
assume technical and administrative control of the generation and distribu¬ 
tion seclicm as well of the Traction Department ? 

(d) Has he qualified himself in the usual manner in train operation, 
block signalling, etc*., to discharge effectively the duties of a Transport 
Officer 9 

(e) Is it the professed policy of Government to secure economy by 
eliminating wasteful duplication of labour 9 If so, why is the Bombay 
Division of the Transportation Diepartment of the Great Indian Peninsula 
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Kailway saddled with two officers at its head in grade Rs. 1,950 plu$ 
lallowanoes and overseas pay ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : (a) and (ft). Yes. 

(c) and (d). His qualifications arc considered sufficient for the 

post. 

(e) III the Traction Branch there is only one Assistant Divisional 
Transportation Supcrinlendent on liS. per mensem. 

EijEctrification OB' THE Main Linbi op the Great Indian Peninsula 

Railway. 

158. Mr. T. N. Ramakrishna Reddi : (a) Is it a fact that Government 
conteinplate tin* extension of the electrification of the main line on the 
Great Indian Peninsula Railway ? 

(7>) In view of the doubts expressed relative to the satisfactory 
working of the section of the line (‘lectrified at present, will Government 
please state what reasons liave induced Iheni to consider a scheme for 
extension ? Is the scheme financially and technically juslitiable ? 

(r) If the answer to part (n) be in the affirmative, do Government 
propose to have the project carried out by contractors or by the Rail¬ 
way themselves ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : (a) The question of extension of the electrification 
is not under serious consideration at present. 

(ft) and (c). Do not arise. 

Stapb' op THE CiioLA PowiCR IIousE, Grb:at Tndian Peninsul.a Railway. 

159. Mr. T. N. Ramakrishna Reddi : (a) Will Government please 
furnish a comimrative .statement showing the* scales of pay and number 
of all grades of staff in the Choi a Power House, Great Indian Peninsula 
Railway and of establishments belonging to otlier power stations of 
equal capacity in other parts of India ? 

(ft) Have Government considered that it is inipos.sible to reduce the 
overhead costs of this power station ? 

Mr. P. R. Rau : I have called for certain information and will lay 
a reply on the table of the House in due course. 

Supply op Electric Power on the Great Indian Peninsui.a Railway.- 

160. Mr. T. N. Ramakrishna Reddi : (a) When does the Great 
Indian Peninsula Railway’s agreement with Tatas for the supply of 
lX)wer to the suburban section terminate ? 

(ft) Is it proposed to take power from Chola Power House after that 

date f 

(c) If the answer to part (ft) be in the affirmative, what is likely to 
be the cost of change-over ? Will this be given adequate consideration 
in computing the economies derivable from Chola supplying the entire 
power requirements of the Railway f 

Mr. P. R. Rau : The agreement does not expire till the 31st Decem¬ 
ber, 1939, and it is far too early yet for Government to consider seriously 
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what should be done when it expires, but I can SiSsure iny Honourable 
friend that the comparative cost of alternative sources of supply and 
all other relevant considerations will be carefully considered in arriving 
at a decision. 

Gable Bepair Work on the Traction Department, Great Indian 

Peninsula Railway. 

161. Mr. T. N. Bamakriflhna Beddi : Does the Distribution Section 
of the Traction Department of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway still 
get its cable repair work done by contractors ? If so, why ? Is it a fact 
that the Senior Foreman, Overhead Equipment and Transmission Line, 
Lonavla, Great Indian Peninsula Railway, is supposed to be an expert in 
the line 1 

Mr. P. R Rau : Government have no information but have sent a 
copy of the question to the Agent, Great Indian Peninsula Railway, for 
any action that he maj^ consider necessary. 

Breakdowns to tub Electrical Multiple Unit Equh^ment on tub Great 
Indian Peninsula Railway. 

162. Mr. T. N. Ramakrishna Reddi: (a) Is it a fact that most of the 
serious breakdowns to the Electrical JMultiple Unit eciuipment on the Great 
Indian Peninsula Railway, are due to the incompetJtmt technical direction 
of the present Superintending Foreman f 

(b) In \dew of these, and referring to Mr. B. Das\s question No. 730 
of 13th March, 1933, will Government please state what action they propose 
to take Y 

Mr. P. R. Rau : Government have no information but have sent a 
copy of the question to the Agent, Great Indian Peninsula Railway, for 
any action that he may consider necessary. 


MESSAGES PROM THE COUNCIL OF STATE. 

Secretary of the Assembly : Sir, three Messages have been received 
from the Council of State. The first Message runs thus : 

•• I am directed to inform you that the (council of State has, at its meeting 
held on the 18th September, 1933, agreed, without any amendments, to the following 
Bills w^ich were passed by the Legislative Assembly at its meetings held on the 
14th and 15th September, 1933, namely :— 

(1) A BiU further to amend the Indian Merchant Shipping Act, 1923, for certain 

purposes (Second Amendment) ; 

(2) A Bill to provide for the appointment of a Manager on belialf of the 

Secretary of State of the properties of the Nawab Bahadur of 
Murshiadabad and to define the powers and duties of the Manager 
and 

(8) A Bill to provide for the control of the export of tea from India and for 
the control of the extension of the cultivation of tea in Britiaii India.'' 

The second Message is as follows : 

** I am directed to inform you that the following Members of the Council of 
State have, at the meetiiig held on the 18th September, 1983, been nominated to 
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Bcrvo OD the Joiut Goinzi]itto 6 to consider and report on. th^ Bill to coufttitiito A 
Reserve Bank of India, namelj : 

1. The Honourable Mr. Bijay Kumar Basu, 

2. The Honourable Baja Gharanjit Singh, 

3. The Honourable Mawab Malik Muhammad Hayat Khan Noon, 

4. The Honourable Rajah Sir Annamalai Ohettiyar, 

5. The Honourable Diwau Bahadur G. Nnrayanaswanii Clietti, 

C. The Honourable Saiyed Mohamed Padshah Sahib Bahadur, 

7. The Honourable Sir Hormiisji Maneckji Mehta, 

S. The Houourable Kumar Nripendra Narayan Sinha of Nashipur, 
if. The Honourable Mr. Mahmood Suhrawardy, 

10. The Honourable Mr. J. S. Henderson, 

11. The Honourable liai Bahadur Lala Mathura Prasad Mehrotra, 

12 . The Houourable Itai Bahadur Lala Ramsaraii Das, 

18. The Honourable Mr. Hossain Imam, and 

M. The Honourable Mr. J. B. Taylor.’* 

The third Message is as follows : 

** I am directed to inform you that the following MeinbcrH of the Council of 
State have, at the meeting held on the 18th September, 1033, been nommated to 
serve on tlio Joint Committee to consider and report on tlie Bill further to amend thA 
Inipcrial Bank of India Act, 1920, for certain purposes, namely : 

1. The Honourable Mr. Bijay Kumar Basu, 

2. The Honourable Raja Gharanjit Singh, 

3. The Honourable Nuwub Malik Muhammad Ilayat Khan Noon, 

4. The Honourable Rajah Sir Annamalai Ohettiyar, 

5. The Honourable Diwan Bahadur G. Narayanaswami Ghetti, 

6 . The Honourable Sai^'od Mohamed Padshah Sahib Bahadur, 

7. The Honourable Sir llonnusji Maneckji Mehta, ' 

8 . The Honourable Kumar Nripendra Narayan Sinha of Nashipur, 

9. The Honourable Mr. Mahmood Suhrawardy, 

10. The Honourable Mr. J. S. Henderson, 

11. The Honourable Bui Bahadur Lala Mathura Prasad Mehrotra, 

12. The Honourable Rai Bahadur Lala Ramsaran Daa, 

18. The Honourable Mr. Hossain Imam, and 

14. The Honourable Mr. J. B. Taylor.” 


I DEATH OF ME, B. N. MISRA. 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bbore (Leader of the House) : Sir, death 
has again removed with tragic suddenness yet another sitting Member of 
this Assembly. Mr. B. N. Masra was, I believe; a Member of the first 
Assembly and also of the third Assembly. I personally will remember 
him best for his ardent advocacy of the claims of Oriss^ his own home* 
Unhappily he has not been spared to see what we hope will be the fruition 
p| his (Qiesires. It will be unnecessary for me to say much about one 
was ip such recent touch with us all. I need only say that his quiet un- 
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[Sir Joseph Bhore.] 

assuming: presence made him liked by every one with whom he came in 
contact. May 1 ask you, Sir, to convey to his relatives our deep sympathy 
with them in their bereavement ? 

Sir Cowasji Jehan^ (Bombay City : Non-Muhammadan Urban) : 
Mr. President, oji behalf of myself and my l*arty, 1 rise to associak* our¬ 
selves with the words that have fallen from the Leader of the House. 
Mr. Misra was one of those quiet unassuming Members in this Honour¬ 
able House who had not a single enemy' amongst us. His great missiqn 
was fulfilled, namel^^ the separation of Orissa ; but most unfortunately 
he did not live to see a Governor and Council in his own province. 
Mr. Misrfii, I believe, was writing the history of his province which per¬ 
haps we may be privileged to road in the future—whatever he left on 
paper. Mr. Misra was attaclieti to his province and came here to re¬ 
present faithfully the views of his constituency% and he never missed an 
occasion to do so. Wc regret—most of us—that we were not able to be 
present y^esterday at his funeral which we should certainly have d(uie 
had we been informoil in time. Ma.v 1 also suggest that yon, Sir, should 
convey' to the family of the deceased our sincere sympathy' with them in 
their bereavement ? 

Mr. 0. 8 . Ranga Iyer (Rohilkund and Kiimaon Divisions : Non- 
Muliammadan Rural) : Sir, I rise to associate mysidf and my Party with 
all the sentiments that have fallen from the lips of the IJonourable Ihe 
Leaders of the House and of the Independent Party. When Mr. Misra 
came to my^ room in the Cecil Hotel a week ago, with the manuscript 
of his new book, “ The History of Ancient Utkal which he wanted 
me to revise, I little knew that 1 would standing on the floor of the 
House to speak out my feedings about the passing away’^ of a good man 
and true, or that I would have been going yesterday' to Sanjaiili to stand 
by the funeral pyre amidst i)Ouriiig rain. He was one of those good men 
who ])leased tho.se wdtli whom he came in contact, llis good manners, 
his sweet temper and his great sense of humour alwmys made him very' 
likeable, always made him the best friend in politics in which friends are 
few. He was one of the pioneers of the new' Orissa movement, and, as 
the Leader of the House has truly said, the great tragedy in his passing 
away at this time lies in the fact that he did not have the privilege of 
enjoying the fruit of his labours. Sir, w'e express our deep regrets here 
and our deepest sympathies for the bereaved family. 

lUIr. JaganNath Aggarwal (Jullundur Division : Non-Muhammadan) : 
Sir, on behalf of my friends in this part of the House T wish to associate 
myself with all that has fallen from the previous speakers. It is a matter 
of great regret that Mr. Misra, whose last appearance we all remember 
in this House on the non-oflicial day when he moved the Resolution relat¬ 
ing to the Military Academy, was suffering from blood pressure. Wc 
all remember the painful experience we had that day. It was with great 
difficulty and simply out of a sense of duty that he did not flinch from 
moving that Resolution—it was with difficulty indeed that he could 
manage to carry out his wish and we all felt that there was really some¬ 
thing wrong with him ; but he stuck to his duty to the last and it is 
with deep regret that we learnt ratjier late in the day yesterday that he 
had passed away. In fact this last event in his life has proved what wc 
all knew so well during the years we had been in contact with him, that he 
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cared more for his duly than for his own comfort or convenience. As 
has been truly said by tlie Leader of Lite House, he did not live long 
enough to see the fruition of his endeavours in the creation of an 
independent Orissa province. He was, a.s we all know, a kind and un¬ 
assuming figure who made more friends than enemies, and there is hardly 
a man in this House or outside who can say that on any occasion Mr. Misra 
had spoken ill of anybody or hod done harm to any one. We will all miss 
him, and I would request you, Sir, to convey to his family the sentiments 
of all of us that we siiare tiicir loss and to express our deep sense of 
sorrow and regrei at Ins tragic deatl' on this occasion. 

Mr. N. N. Anklesaria (Bombay Nortliern Division : Non-Muham- 
madan Rural) : Mr. rresideni, il is a great pity that at the very fag end 
the even tenor of this Session snould have been marred by the tragedy 
of Mr. Misra’s death. To every one of us death must come sooner or 
later ; but to Mr. Misra <learh has come in somewhat jiainful circum¬ 
stances, removed as he was fai away from his home and family and 
from his commnnily of whicii hr was a very prominent and very honour¬ 
ed member. To most Meniliei.-. oi this House, who did not know 
Mr. Misra w(dl, he might have appeared i somewhat perplexing personal¬ 
ity ; but to those who knew Mr. Misra intimately, as 1 claim to haye 
rlone, Mr. Misra was pos.M .ssed of very good qualities of head and heart. 
He was not a great speakrj or politician ; but what is much better than 
being a great politician ov a great speaker, be was a thoroughly good 
natured man. simple hearted, almost like a child, plea.scd vrith everybody 
and almost incapable of being displeased with anybody. Sir, on account 
of his lack of mastery of tlie English language, many may have formed 
an incorrect idea of Mr. Misra. Ht was, however, well versed in Hindu 
philosophy and Hindu religion, and it may be of interest to know that 
he was actually engaged in writing a work on the eomparativ^e History 
of Religions at the time (»f his death He was a barrister, and that he 
was held in high esteem by his community ami his province is shown by 
the fact that he was an elected Member in the first Assembly and that 
he lost the election in the secoml Assembly against the Swarajist candi¬ 
date only by one vote. Sir, in spite of his conservatism in religious 
matters, he had very progressive ideas, and he was the first man in his 
community to cross the black waters. I have nothing to add except to 
say that I join in the tribute of re.speci for our departed colleague and 
in the request to you to conve}- our sympathy and condolence to his 
bereaved family. 

Sir Leslie Hudson (Bombay : European) : Sir^ on behalf of myself 
and my Party, I wish to add my tribute to the memory of our late fellow 
Member, Mr. Misra, and to associate myself with the remarks which have 
fallen from the Honourable the Leader of the House and other Honour¬ 
able Members in regard to the regret which we all feel that he has not 
been spared to see the fulfilment of his life’s labours and desire in the 
separation of Orissa. By his kindly disposition, he had endeared him¬ 
self to every one of us in the House, and wt shall all miss him. 

Nawab Major Malik Talib Mehdl Khan (North Punjab : Muham¬ 
madan') : Sir, I associate myself on my own and my Party’s behalf with 
what has been said by previous speakers. T well remember the day 
when T first came to this House, Mr. Misra-asked me to help him in his 
scheme for the separation of Orissa and I promised to do so. He had a 
very qidet and unassuming nature and his qualities of head and heart 
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were very great. Again, Sir, after he made his last speech the other 
day, OQ the Indianization of the Army, he camo out of the House and told 
me that he could not very well render his sj)eech on account of illness which 
was afflicting him that day. It is a pity that he has not been spared to 
see his pet scheme of the separation of Orissa fructifying and to take 
part in the new order of things to be brought about by it. Sir, we all 
mourn the loss of a friend who was a jewel covered with slugged stone. 
Sir, I also request you to convey our sympathy and condolence to his 
bereaved family. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh (MuzalTarpur cum Champaran : Non-Muham¬ 
madan) ; Sir, as one coming from the province of Bihar and Orissa, I 
should like to assoeiale ntyseli with all that has been said by the Honour¬ 
able the Leader of the House, and by other Honourable Members. I 
remember very well tiie last illness of Mr. Misra, and when he was 
suffering from high blood pressure I told him repeatedly to leave Simla 
and to go down. 1 even asked my friend, Dr. Dalai, to give him the 
advice to leave Simla, which Dr. Dalai did ; but his consciousness of 
duty kept him in Simla and he has died practically in harness. Sir, 
Mr. Misra was a man of very amiable disposition and of loving nature ; 
he was very regular in his attendance at the meetings, a les.son which 
many of us might learn. 1 would request you, Sir, to convey to the 
members of the bereaved family an expression of our sincere sorrow and 
regret at his death under circumstances under which it has taken place 
in Simla far away from liis family members. 

Maulvi Muhammad Shafee Daoodi (Tirhut Division : Muhammadan) : 
Sir, it is really an irreparable loss that Orissa has suffered. 1 know how 
the people of Orissa had confidence in Mr. Misra and in his labours to 
bring about the separation of Orissa. He did his \ery best, and it is a 
pity that he has not been spared to see the fruition of his labours. I feel 
viery much that I was not able to be present at the funeral pyre, for, had 
I known about his death a little earlier yesterday, I would have tried to be 
present in spite of my indisposition. Sir, I wish to associate myself with 
every word that has fallen from the previous speakers. 

Mr. Bhuput Sing (Bihar and Orissa ; Landholders) : Sir, being a 
representative of Bihar and Orissa, I beg to associate myself with all 
the remarks which have fallen from the previoas speakers. Sir, Mr. Misra 
comes from a very respectable Brahmin family of Orissa, and the people 
of the new proposed Province of Orissa owe a deep debt of gratitude to 
him for all that he has done for the creation of a separate Province. 
He was a very noble soul, and a typical Brahmin with the ideals of 
plain living and high thinking. 1 sincerely feel sorry that he oould not 
see the fruition of his work which he had almost completed on ancient 
history and ancient culture of Orissa which dates many centuries back 
and which was his life’s ambition. He was also a master of Oriya 
language. Sir, 1 express my heartfelt condolence to Mrs. Misra and the 
bereav^ family. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shanmukham Chetty) : I wish 
to ajssociate the Chair with the tribute that has been paid to the memory 
of our late colleague, Mr. B. N. Misra, who was so well loved by all parts 
of the House. His devotion to duty, of which his regular attendance in 
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this House was an ample proof, may serve as an example to air o| us. 
It shall be my duty to convey to lie members of the bereaved family 
our sense of loss and sympathy on this occasion. 


MOTION BE DUES IN RESPECT OP LIGHTHOUSES AND BUOY 
IN BRITISH INDIA. 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore (Commerce Member) ; Sir, I 
move ; 

** Tlint this Assembly do signify its opinion in pursuance of sub-section (2) of 
section 670 of the Merchant Sfiipping Act, 1894 (57 and 58 Viet., Ch. 60), that the 
rlues imposed by the Order in Council of His Majesty, dated the 17th December, 1931, 
in respect of the Lighthouses and buoy sjteciOcd in the Schedule thereto ought to be 
levied in British India.” 

This Ls a motion, Sir, which, I think, will command the acceptance 
of tlie House. Tlic position is quite simple, and I think I can explain 
it very shortly. All civilized maritime nations provide lights where 
ii(?cessary on their coasts for the greater safety of navigation, but it is 
not fair that the countries themselves should bear the entire cost of this 
seiwice. It is only fair and e(|uitablo that shipping passing by these 
lights and enjoying the benefits of these aids to navigation should pay a 
contribution. This is a i)rinciple which is accepted by all nations. These 
(lues are collected in the shape of light dues calculated on a tonnage 
basis. But it is not always easy to collect these dues. Take the parti* 

culht case with which we are concerned. Ships passing the Leeward 

Islands and the P»ahamas, if they call at a ]M)rt in the United Kingdom, 
could and would be made to pay these dues ; but if, for instance, they 
called at an Indian port and then returned to their home port, it would 
not he possible to secure the collection of these dues since at the present 
time we are not authorised to make such collection on behalf of the 
British authoritic's. A bar is imposed by clause (2) of section 670 of 
the Merchant Shipi)ing Act of 1894. That bar, however, can be removed 
by the House acquiescing in the motion which I have placed before it. 
T need oiilj'” add that so far as the collection is concerned we shall levy 

a coniiiiission or charge for making it and the commission will be. T 

understand, in the neighbourlmod of 7^ ])er cent. I hope the House 
will accept my motion. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shanmukham Ohetty) : The 
question is ; 

Tii.'it this Assembly do signify its opinion in pursuance of sub-scction (2> of 
section 070 of the Merchant Shipping Act, 1894 (57 and 58 Viet., Ch. 00), that the 
flues inipoRod by the Order in Council of His Majesty, dated the 17th December, 1931, 
in respect of the Lighthouses and buoy specified in the Schedule thereto ought to be 
leviefl in British India.” 

The motion was adopted. 


THE INDIAN MEDICAL COUNCIL BTTL. 

Mr. G. 8. Bajpai (Secretary, Department of Education. Health and 
Lands) : Sir, T beg to move : 

** Tlint the Bill to establish n Medical Council in India and to provide for the 
maintenance of a British Indian Medical Register, as reported by the Select Com¬ 
mittee, be taken into consideration.” 
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. It will be within the recollection of Honourable Members. that this 
Bill as introduced, was, not only exhaustively, but, if one might be 
flippant, exhaustingly discussed in the last Session of the Assembly. 
Every aspect of the {subject, whether it was medical ethics or medical 
education, came under searching scrutiny. The three vital points which 
emerged from the discTussion were, first, whether licentiates should be. 
included or excluded from the scope of the Bill ; second, whether the 
constitution of the Council needed any modification ; and third, whether 
the provision made in the Bill in respect of reciprocity was adecjuate. 
I shall take these points in the order in which 1 have enumerated them. 
First, the question of licentiates. It was made abundantly clear on 
behalf of the Government during the discussion that the limitation of 
the scope of the Bill to higher medical education, that is to say, the 
education of medical graduate.s, was due to constitutional and financial 
reasons. Constitiitionaily the position was that Local Governments were 
unwilling to part with tlieir ]>owers except in respect of higher medical 
education. 

The financial exigencies txf extending medical relief to our vast 
rural areas made it imj)rac1icabie that the standard of education of the 
licentiates should l)e brought up to the level of tlie education of medical 
graduates. Nevcrtlieless, we undertook, as a sign of our goodwill towards 
this important body of medical practitioners in this countr>% to sound 
Local Governments and ;uscertain whetlier there was any way in which 
we could assist them in the task of the educational reform for licentiates, 
assuming that there was a consensus of desire that there should be such 
a reform. In pursuance of that undertaking we consulted Local Gov¬ 
ernments. We asked them first whether they wished the Government of 
India to undertake an enquiry in order to ascertain whether the standards 
of education of licentiates in the different provinces were uniform, and 
secondly, if they suggested or favoured .such an enquiry, to indicate 
whether they thought that there was any way in which the Government 
of India could a.ssist them to establish uniformity where diversity existed. 
We were anxious further that the replies of the Local Governments 
sliould he available to the Government of India before the Select Oom- 
mittee met so that they should be in a position also to consider tlie replies 
of the Tiocal OovernmcTits and make suggestions to us whether any action 
on our part wa.s necessary. Tlie replies fortunately were received in 
time and we ]nit them before the Select Committe'* to whieh the Bill as 
introdueod in tliis House w as referred. With tin* except ion of two Local 
Governments none wm in favour of an en<|uiry because they thought 
that in the financisd cir(‘nm.st4inces of the country it w^ould be impossible 
for them to take any action upon any recommendations which the (’Jom- 
mittee of Enquiry might make. The tw’o Local Govern men t.s wliich were 
in favour of the enquiry also recognised this difficulty, hut on the principle 
that if somebody else pays they need not deny themselves the advantage 
or the credit of having had an enquiry into the fpiestion. Thej- said 
that they would he quite willing if the Government of India undertook 
the enquiry. 

An Honourable Member : Who were they 1 

Mr. G. 8. Bajpai : The Government of Bombay was one, and T think 
the Government of the Punjab was the other. Well, Sir, the Select 
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Committee were in agreement with the view of the r^presentatiye|^o£ the 
.Government on that Committee that this kind of commitment, namely, 
expenditure from central revenues in our financial situation upon an 
investigation the results of which would lead to no practical advantage 
for an indefinite period, was hardly justified. The question, Sir, then 
which the Committee had to apply themselves to was, whether there were 
any provisions of the Bill which needed modification or omission in order 
to remove all sense of legitimate grievance from the minds of the 
licentiates ? The view of the Government had all along been that the 
fact that we proposed to maintain an all-India Register from which the 
licentiates would be excluded was neither intended, nor would it have 
the effect of imjiosing any hardship or disability upon them. But, Sir, 
the Committee came to the conclusion that even though the objection of 
the licentiates might be sentimentiil, if the register was not vital to the 
main scheme or structnre of the Bill, there was no reason why the 
register should be kept. Therefore, they came, after a careful scrutiny of 
the Bill, to the eonelnsion that all ])rovi.sions in the Bill as introduced, 
relating to the maintenance of a register, and provisions incidental 
4her(‘to should be deleted. The Bill which is now before the House, the 
aniend(‘(l Bill, gives off‘^et to the recommendations of the Committee in 
this resp('ct. T may say on behalf of the Government that we accept the 
pro]jO‘Sals made by tlie Selecl Committee in this respect, and I hope that 
this will afford ample proof that we are animated by no de«ire to hurt 
oj' hamper this important body of medical practitioners, namely, the 
li 5?ntiates, 

The second part of the Bill which needed close examination relat¬ 
ed to the con.stitniioii of the Council. Objection had been taken to tlie 
Bill introduced on three grounds ; first, that it provided for a per¬ 
petually nominated President ; secondly, that so far as medical 
faculties of T.Tniversities v.'cro concerned, instead of making each British 
Tndii M University with such a faculty the constituency for elerVing to 
Bic Council, we intruded to malie the province, even tliongh there were 
inort* than ouo such T^uivorsily, th.o constituency for this purpose, and 
furtli<*r that W(* intended to keej> the constituency extremely official 
liy limiting the elioiee of representatives to the Council to members of 
tlie Medicral Faculties ; and thirdly, the ground on which objection 
liad boen taken to the provisions for the constitution of the Council 
was that medical graduates were not getting direct representation but 
that we were, instead, resorting to indirect election and a very narrow 
clumnel at that, namely. Provincial Committees wbieb it was proposed 
to set up from the Provincial Medical Councils. The Bill, Sir, as 
12 Noon amended aiui now before tlu» House has made import¬ 

ant ebiinges in regard to each one of these points. 
After the first four years the Council v/ill elect its President. Then, 
instead of the jirovinee being the unit, every British Indian University 
which has a Medical Faculty, will elect its representatives and the 
eliM*,tion will bo made not by the Medical Faculty but by the Senate, or 
wliatever the eorresy)onding body of the University may be. Tliirilly, 
the medical graduates enrolled on the Provincial* Registers, in fact ali 
people who hold recognised qualifieations under this Act if it becomes 
Jaw, or qualifications of British Indian TTiifversifies, will be able to 
participate in the elections to the Council, When I made, ray motion 



1868 


LBQlSUnVll AMSMBLt. 


[20thSbpt.1SS8. 


S. Bajpai.] 

that the Bill be referred to a Select Committee, I ventured to reniark 
that the constitution of the Council should not be determined by any 
pre-conceived notions of political theory but that we should try to 
give it such a form that it will be able to discharge its functions of 
educational supervision and educational negotiation with efficiency, 
and with harmony. We think that ideal is recognised or realised even 
with the constitution that the Select Committee has proposed. It 
preserves the correct or the just balance between what might be called 
the demands of democracy and the demands of education. The third 
question with which the Select Committee concerned itself was the 
question of reciprocity. I do not think T can do better than refer 
Honourable Members to what the Select Committee have to say on the 
subject in the body of the report. They found that the provision in 
clause 9 of the Bill as introduced was not sufficiently precise. They 
have made it more precise. The Indian Medical Council will imme¬ 
diately after its constitution take up with outside bodies the question 
of the recognition of Indian qualifications and we earnestly hope that 
the result of its efforts will be a satisfactory solution of the unfortunate 
differences and difficulties that have arisen in the course of the last 
few years. Then there is one minor point which might also be men¬ 
tioned. Honourable Members, especially the representatives of the 
Andhra Province and the Province of Bihar and Orissa were aggrieved 
that in the original Bill no attention was paid to the medical qualifica¬ 
tions conferred by the University of Patna and the Andhra Univer¬ 
sity . 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh (Muzaffarpur mm Champaran : Non- 
Muhammadan) : And Bangoon. 

Mr. G. 8. Bajpai : I am confining myself to the qualifications con¬ 
ferred by Patna and the Andhra Universities, because T sec two Honour¬ 
able Members, belonging to these provinces, are anxiously waiting to 
hear whjit we have done in this Bill for the recognition of these qualifica¬ 
tions. I see also my Honourable friend over there from the land 
of silk and sunshine waiting to make sure that the interests 
of his province are not overlooked and therefore 1 am glad 
to say that Rangoon also has come within the purview of the Select 
Committee. The position was this. We felt that on a certain date— 
1930—certain qualifications were internationally recognised. Others 
were not internationally recognised. Since then no machinery has 
been in existence in this country which could testify to the present 
quality of these medical standard.s. We do not say that they are not 
up to the standard. We do not say that the quality is open to objec¬ 
tion but the fact nevertheless remains that the task can best be en¬ 
trusted to and be most competently discharged by a scientifically 
competent body and that. Sir, is the position which we have expressed 
in the report, namely, that the position of these qualifications is 
anomalous and that it will be one of the duties, the first duty indeed 
of the Council, after it has been constituted, to take up the question of 
the standards of examination and studies and so on in these Univer¬ 
sities. Then let us hope they will include them in the first Schedule 
to ‘‘the Bill. There is very little for me to sav but T think it is right 
that I should remind Honourable Members that, in the footnote to 
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paragraph 123, of the proposals for Indian Constitutional Reform liiere 
is a reference to the Bill which we are now considering. This is hpw 
the reference runs : 

** A question which will require separate consideration is with to the 

registration in India of medical practitioners registered in the United Kingdom. A 
Bill v/hicb has an important bearing on this question is at present under the coA* 
sideration of the Indian Legislature.’* 

Now, Sir, I wish to explain the situation vis-a-vis the Joint Select C^- 
mittee of Parliament which is seized of the proposals for Indian Constitu¬ 
tional Reform, from which I have just now quoted. The Comnuttec 
has still to consider the position of British commercial and professioMl 
men and they will be entirely free to consider the subject in all its 
bearings. This is the constitutional position and I have mentioned it, 
so that there may be no possible misunderstanding on this subject. 
Before I resume my seat, Sir, I should like to express appreciation on 
behalf of those who sat on the Select Committee from this side of the 
House as also on belialf of Government, appreciation of the very 
legitimate criticism and tbe impartial effort made by Honourable Mem¬ 
bers v/1k> sat on the Committee from the opposite side for the solution 
of a very difficult and a very important problem and I believe that the 
Council, which we are about to bring into being, if it discharges its 
duties in the spirit in which the Select Committee did it, then there is 
no reason to doubt that it will discharge its duties with steadfast 
efficiency and with staunch loyalty to India’s honour. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shanmukham Chet»y) : Motion 
moved : 

That the Bill to establish a Medical Council in India and to provide for the 
maintenance of a British Indian Medical Kegistcr, as reported by the Select Com* 
niittcc, be taken into consideration. ” 

Dr. Ziauddm Ahmad (United Provinces Southern Divisions : 
Muhammadan Rural) : I congratulate the members of the Select Com¬ 
mittee for producing a unanimous report on a problem in which the 
opinion not only in the country but also in this House was hopelessly 
divided. The amendments that have now been put down are really no 
amendments, but they only elucidate what is implicitly provided in the 
Bill itself. 

I take this opportunity to dra>v the attention of the House to a few 
points. Tile first question T take is the question of hospitals which 
are attached to the Medical Colleges. We now find in practice that 
the hospitals attached to the Medical Colleges are of the same type as 
the hospitals maintained for Tjharitable purposes either by the Gov¬ 
ernment or by local authorities or individuals : but it should be clearly 
understood that the hospitals attached to Medical Colleges are not 
hospitals in ordinary sense but they are scientific clinics. They ought 
to be very different from the hospitals maintained for charitable pur¬ 
poses. Now, we have a very good example of these scientific clinics 
in two or three places. In the first instance, I mention Vienna whose 
hospital is really a scientific clinic. Then I mention Edinburgh and 
a few Universities in America, especially Harvard University. These 
are really very good examples of scientific clinics and we should make 
every that our hospitals should approach these institutions. 

They should not compete the ordinary charitable hospitals. The kind 
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of cases which ought to come in these Medical College hospitals should 
be the cases, whose diagnosis and treatment may form the history of 
the medical science, and they ought to keep up a veiy high standard 
in equipments, treatments and comforts. In this connection, I would 
like to refer to a book written by Mr. Plexner who himself is a 
medical man and who has compared the Universities of America with 
those in the United Kingdom and Germany. He has in his book men¬ 
tioned the differences between the hospitals which are charitable 
institutions and the hospitals which are maintained by the Medical 
Colleges. I hope that this Medical Council, when it is established, will 
take these points into its consideration and try to maintain a very high 
standard in all the hospitals attached to these Medical Colleges. In 
order to do so, I would like to emphasise two facts. In the first place, 
the Medical College staff should not be entitled to receive any fee 
for any service rendered to the patients. I think this is a very 
important point. Any money that might be paid by the rich patients 
must go to the gen<‘ral fund. It should be deposited in a box and 
f^hoiild not be the property of individuals. When I will move my 
amendment, I will cite eases to show how this privilege is misused 
in. one particular University and in one particular Medical College. 
At the present moment I shall confine myself to the general remark 
that the staff of the Medical College should be paid sufficiently well. 
They should be paid with consideration that they are not entitled to any 
kind of fee or remuneration for services rendered to any patients inside 
the Medical (V)llege. The only fee to which they .should be entitled is 
the fee which they get when they are invited by ordinary medical prac¬ 
titioners for consultation. I press these points for two reasons. In the 
first place, it is important in the interests of the efficiency of the Medical 
Colleges, if we really want to make them scientific clinics. In the 
second place, it is unfair to make the staff of the Medical College 
coin])ete on unfair terms with private practitioners. The private prac¬ 
titioners are already handicapped and should not be further handi¬ 
capped by unfair competition with the staff of the Medical Colleges who 
have got up-to-date expensive equipments at the expense of th'? Goveni- 
ment at their disposal. 

The next imint to which T wcuild like to draw the attention of the 
House is the fpie-stioii of inspection. In this connection also my remarks 
will he rather of a general nature and will he applicable not only to the 
teaching of medicine but to the tcachir\g of alV other subjects. In the 
TTniversities Act of 1904, there was a jmwision about the inspection of 
colleges by Universities. Now, this was a verj’^ wholesome provision. 
Those ('olleges after five years were inspected by the University 
Inspectors. They gave friendly advice and thus the standard of teach¬ 
ing was maintained at fairly high level. This provision continued to 
work satisfactorily, but unfortiinately in the modern Universities which 
we enacted on the recommendation of the Calcutta University Com¬ 
mission thiis wholesome provision was entirely omitted. It was 
omitted because the Grants Committee came into existence in the 
United Kingdom in 1919, that is to say, two years after the report of 
ithe Commission was published. In the United Kingdom in the year 
1919 under the influence of Sir William Carmick, the Grants Com- 
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mittiee was established and this Committee is now doing very useful 
work in connection with the British Universities. This Committee 
consists of members who have got great University experience but none 
<jf them is directly connected with any University. Now, this Com¬ 
mittee periodically inspects every University, gives friendly advice 
and by the timely advice the defects which the Universities may have 
are at once removed. The Government gives grants to various Univer¬ 
sities on the recommendations of this Committee. I have reason to 
believe from my personal knowledge that this Committee is doing very 
useful work in raising the status and general level of the University 
education. In place of this periodic inspection provided in our Univer¬ 
sities Act of 1904, we liave got provision of Committees of Inquiry in 
our Mordern Acts. This Committee of Inquiry is quite different from 
the Inspection Committee which visits Universities periodically as a 
matter of routine. It examines very carefully and gives friendly 
advice to the Universities in time, and their defects are removed. 
On the other hand our Committee of Inquiry is a punitive measure and 
is administered as a kind of imnishment to the Universities and instead 
of doing any good to the Universities they do them positive harm. I 
do not want to go into details at this stage but if any one will challenge 
me on this statement, then beginning from Calcutta University to the 
Punjab University, I will illustrate by facts the harm they have done. 
As wo are not concerned with the T^niversities in general in this Bill 
but we are concerned with the Medical Faculty only, I would like 
to em])hasise that the Medical Council should institute Inspection Com¬ 
mittees very much on the lines of the Grants Committee. It should 
consist of Inspectors who may periodically inspect these various 
Medical Colleges and submit their periodical report. It is essential 
that the Inspectors should be men with plenty of University experience 
and should not be men engaged in teaching in any University. This 
has been found to be practical in other countries and there is no 
reason why it should not be found practical in India. This provision 
may either be made in the Act itself or perhaps it might be made in 
the by-laws that may be framed under this Act. 

The third point to which I would like to draw the attention of the 
House is the question of administration of these colleges. I am very 
strongly of opinion that all academic matters such as the prescribing 
the courses of studies, the teaching, the conduct of examinations and 
the standard of education, should be left in the hands of the academic 
men, but the administrative matters, such as, the appointment and the 
promotion of the staff, should be left in the hands of the non-academic 
men \vho should be persons who are not themselves the teachers in the 
same University. This remark applies not only to the Medical Colleges 
hut also to Universities in general. We have got the example of one 
Medical College in India where we have tried this experiment of 
handing over the administration of the college to the academic officers 
which has singularly failed. I will refer to it in detail when I move 
my amendment on the subject. The Lucknow University is the only 
example, not only in India but probably in the whole world "which is 
administered entirely by the staff of the University and the illustra¬ 
tions which I will give to the House when I move my amendment will 
show that it has singularly failed, and that the administration like 
I.304LAD 
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other Medical Colleges should be taken over by the Government. 
I have studied University administration of practically every Univer¬ 
sity in the world in connection with my book and I can find no example 
where the appointment of the statf is left in the hands of the teachers 
themselves except perhaps the examples of Oxford and Cambridge 
where the appointments are made by the members of the staff. But 
the conditions there are entirely different. In the first place, they 
first elect a fellow and the fellowship is very much like the scholar¬ 
ships which are awarded to men of their own colleges, and very often 
on the result of a rigorous examination. As the fellowships are prac¬ 
tically reserved for men of their own colleges the selection could not be 
in the hands of any person except the staff of their own college. Prom 
these fellows they elect one or two teachers of the colleges and there 
also the selection is very close but. when they come to appointments 
which are wide open namely professorships, they are made by the 
King and not by the staff of the University except in certain cases. ... 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce (Member for Industries and 
Labour) : I must correct the Honourable Member on that point. Very few 
Professors at Oxford and Cambridge are appointed by the King. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : I do not challenge the statement of my 
Honourable friend about number. I was speaking from memory. Pro¬ 
fessors are usually appointed by the King. I quite admit that there are 
certain professorships in which the special conditions are laid down by the 
Donors. The Donors have mentioned that appointments should be made in 
a jiarticular manner and these are excej>tions. As regards the (’hairs 
created by University or endowed by Government, the case is different. I 
leave the detailed discussions because the Universities of Oxford and Cam¬ 
bridge are in a class by themselves and they have a tradition of 700 years. 
The Universities, like the British Houses of Parliament, cannot be copied 
by any other country. There are other Universities in the United King¬ 
dom, such as the Midland Universities. There we find that they don’t 
have in the Executive Council even the Vice-Chancellor if he is a ])aid 
officer. The President of the Executive C’ouncil which controls the finances 
is the i>erson who is not engaged in actual teaching work of the 
University and is often a business man of great reputation. 

Coming to France and Germany you will find that all appointments 
in the University are made by the Minister of Education. In France, all 
the major appointments are made by the Minister of Education. Though 
it is very important that all academic matters should be left in the hands 
of teachers, but it is equally important that all financial matters and all 
administrative matters must be left in the hands of persons who are not 
actually engaged in teaching work in that particular University. The 
points to which I have drawn the attention of the House are, (1) the 
standard of hospitals attached to Medical Colleges should be raised ; 

(2) that inspection should be similar to the inspection by the Giiants 
Committee in the United Kingdom and it should not be a punitive measure 
like the Enquiry Committee in modern Indian Universities of India ; 

(3) that financial administration should be in the hands of persons 
who are not actually teachers in that particular college or Ifniversity. In 
conclusion, I will congratulate once more all the members of 
the iSeleet Committee for solving the vexed question of the regis- 
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tration of medical graduates. In my first si)eech I said that it was not 
desirable to register the individuals but we should try to recognise the 
Universities. The Select Committee acted really in a more generous way 
and the decision arrived at is really one with which I entirely agree. 
Coming to the constitution of the Medical Council, since the report is 
unanimous I accept its deliberation but personally I would not agree to a 
constitution which they have presented. But I do not raise any objec¬ 
tion simply because the opinion of the Select Committee is unanimous. 
I have full trust in the members who formed the Select Committee and 
I am perhaps alone with a minority of one in not agreeing with the pro¬ 
posed constitution of the Council. As regards inspection I entirely agree 
wirli the recommendation of the Committee. I have got t^ro or three 
amendments which are really of a verbal nature and they only mention 
ox]>lici11y what is implicitly provided for, but I will not pre.s.s any of my 
amendments to vote. 

Dr. R. D. Dalai (Nominated Non-Official) : Sir, on the motion to 
refer the Medical Council Bill to a Select Committee, I travelled so 
tlioroughly over most of the ground that it is unnecessary to weary the 
House with any long sj)eech. In my previous speech on the Medical Council 
Bill at the Delhi Session I paid a just tribute to the General Medical 
Council for the important part the Council had ‘played in bringing 
T^niversity medical education in India to its present high standard ; and 
1 was tlion taken to task and subjected to a chorus of denunciation, and 
poisoned darts were thrown at me. Sir, I have not one word to say in 
derogation of those who may hold opposite views ; but I would point out 
that it often happens that small minds can l)e most bitter in speech, and 
they count it no derogation to be so. However that may ho, it is a relief 
to turn from this unpleasant point and to say that 1 rejoice that there 
seems a good prospect of the formation of a self-governing and indepen¬ 
dent organisation for the regulation of Univensity medical educatV>n in 
India, which in the past had been subjected to outside control by the 
General IMcdical Council, and that the creation of a competent body such 
as the Medical Council provided for by this Bill will remove what has 
admitIcdly been tlie (*hief obstacle to restoring the reciprocity between 
India and Great Britain, which obtained until February, 1930. Sir, in 
this ct)unectioii may 1 be permitted to remind this Honourable House of the 
lesson which tlie Free State of Ireland teaches us. It is interesting to 
study the history of the negotiations which have taken place between tl e 
Free State of Ireland and the General Medical Council. The Free State 
of Ireland desired to be completely independent of the General Medical 
Council ; but very soon the medical profession in Ireland discovered that 
it was very much in their interests to retain that connection. If rash and 
misguided counsels will prevail, India wdll undoubtedly have the san.e 
experience. 

Sir, everyone must recognise the devoted services rendered by the 
licentiates—the men who come into contact with suffering and who come 
to the relief of the poor and who carry the torch of western medicine into 
remote corners of rural areas. But, I must confess that I feel much re¬ 
lieved that the Select Committee have avoided one peril. That is the peril 
of inclusion of licentiates within the scope of the Bill ; and I need hardly 
point out that that peril would have proved the grave of this measure. 
Section 11 of this Bill secures that there shall be no bar to the admission 
of an improved licentiates' qualification ; so the proper line of ^tion for 
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the licentiates is to press for improvemente in the standards of their 
course of training and examinations ; and the Medical Council provides 
the best prospect for the improvement of their status. 

I hope nothing will happen to mar the progress of this Bill. After 
this Bill is passed and has received the assent of the Governor General, 
I would suggest that the Government of India should get the Medicd 
Council into operation as soon as possible with the least possible delay ; 
and they should institute a minute inquiry into the existing standards of 
education of licentiates in various provinces. After the report of the 
Committee is considered by the Medical Council, the Council should lay 
down a minimum standard of education of licentiates—a standard which 
will be acceptable to other countries with which reciprocity is to be 
claimed. The provinces will then w’ork up to that standard ; and if any 
province has reached that standard, it will apply to the (Council for re¬ 
cognition. Sir, at first apparently this Bill had hardly any prospect of 
passing ; now suddenly and unexpectedly harmony prevails. It may he 
a.sked. what is this singular phenomenon due to ? Let me explain. The 
licentiates organised opposition and resisted to the utmost a measure 
which they felt and believed constituted a deadly blow to their prestige. 
Against this formidable opj)Ositi()n the Ilonourjable the Education Member 
employed talents of persuasion, and displayed (jualities of courage, 
resilience, and resource ; and owing to substantial (dianges in the character 
ol the Bill the probability of this Bill becoming law amounts almost to 
cort.'dnty. T congratulate the Honourable Sir Fazl-i-TIusain on the 
I)rospect of securing the passage into law of this useful Bill ; and I hope 
the success the Honourable Member is likely to achieve in this instance 
will be an encouragement to him to ])ursue his efforts on behalf of the 
medical i)rofe.ssion and the public, and to initiate legislation as to Drugs 
x\ct. Pharmacy Act, IMinistry of Health Act, and so on, and to exerc se 
the same energy and i>crtinacity. Sir, every one will admit that the 
Honourable the Education Member has taken a deep interest in this Bill, 
and has all along striven hard to settle this difficult and long-vexed ques¬ 
tion. I am a graduate in medicine of the University of Bombay , and on 
behalf of the medical graduates in India and on behalf of myself, how¬ 
ever .strenuously T rudcavoui: to express our thanks to the Honourable 
Sir Fazi i-Husain, T feel that my words must be inadequate to represent 
the depth and .sincerity of our feelings towards him. I can only say that 
we are deeply grateful to him, and that we w^armly appreciate hLs kind 
efforts on iKihalf of the medical profession in India. Sir, I support this 
Bill on account of the strong belief I hold that it wull confer great bene¬ 
fits upon the public generally and on the wrhole medical profession in 
India ; and T feel confident that this Bill will prove worthy of its place 
on the Statute-book. 

Now% Sir, if you will permit me, I shall just, say one word as regards 
the allegations made by my Honourable friend, Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad, in 
respect of the Medical College Hospital at Lucknow. 

Mr, President (The Honourable Sir Shanmukham Chetty) : Dr. 
Ziauddin Ahmad has given an undertaking to refer to that maUer when 
he moves his amendment. 

Dr. R. D. Balid : Then I will speak on the amendment, Sir. 
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Mr. S. G. Jog (Berar Bepresentative) : Sir, I must confess at the 
outset that I am not a doctor. At the same time, 1 must say that 1 have 
got much to do with the medical profession as a patient, and I hope the 
Jffouse will not he impatient, and will bear with me for some time. 

This Medical Council Bill has for the last two years provoked much 
discu‘3sion throughout the length and breadth of the country. It has given 
a sort of convulsion to this medical profession at large and for the last 
two years they have been practically flooded with so many suggestions 
and so many amendments that the medical profession at large wanted 
to condemn us if the House did not throw out the Bill. They all along 
said that this was an aggression on the medical profession in India and, 
instead of giving medical Swaraj to India, Government were practically 
having their Own w^ay and setting up a body mostly at the dictation 
of the General Medical Council in England with a view to killing the 
medical profession in India. How far this attitude of the medical i)ro- 
fessioii is justifiable is really open to grave doubt. The real criticism 
of the Bill came on account of the policy of segregation of the licentiates 
who form a great number in this country and who have rendered great 
medical services to the people ; and this was considered by the people 
at large as a great injustice to such a big class. It is no doubt true 
tliat Government had and have still got a step-motherly attitude towards 
the. licentiates. They have got some prejudices against this class in 
general and 1 tliink their prejudice w’^as more or less responsible for the 
view\s expressed in England by the General Medical Council. I find that 
in this matter dictation has come not only from above, but the Govern¬ 
ment of India, instead of asserting their wishes, are also getting pressure 
from below, I mean the Provincial Governments. I find that the Gov¬ 
ernment of India have surrendered their wishes to the Medical ('ouncil 
and to the Provincial Governments. The Provincial Govermneiits have 
raised many difficulties and they did not take up the case of the 
licentiates as they ought to have done. It is no doubt true that now, 
since this Bill has emerged from the Select Committee, this bone of 
contention about the licentiates ha.s been skilfully re7iiov(‘d by the 
surgeon in charge of this Rill ; but I think it has still left .some poison 
behind it. You w’ill find that the licentiates have not been given any 
recognition in this Bill. In the provincial registers, both the provincial 
graduates as well as the licentiates appear. If the medical advance¬ 
ment of India is desired by the Movers of the Bill, is it not necessary 
that these medical licentiates .should have some voice in the election of 
persons to the Medical Council 1 The ^lember in Charge is shaking 
his head and showring a sort of denial. But these licentiates have 
rendered great services to the country and they have been lield in very 
high esteem, not only by those who do not belong to the profession, but 
even by those who belong to the profession. I would like to read only 
one certificate and that will convince the House.. .The opinion of Sit 
Abdulla Suhrawardy, the Vice-Chancellor of the Calcutta ITniyersity; 
and the Chief Medical Officer of the Bast Indian. Railway, will show 
you that the licentiates of India are in no way inferior to their brethreii 
in the foreign countries who ane being enroll<^ on the Indian Medical 
Council Bill, and a grave injustice is being perpetrated 6n the lieentiafcea 
of India, due to vested interests. This is what Sir Abdulla Sttlir^k:^rdy 
said. V . 
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Mr. O. 8. Bajpai : Sir liasau Suhrawardy, not Sir Abdulla Suhra- 
wardy. 

Mr. 8. G. Jog : Anyway he is his brother and must be airing his 
views also. He said : 

“ There may be diversity of opioion on the point, but still, from riy own c*-\- 

pcrJenee, the opinion that I have formed about licentiates is this. Now, w’hat I 

have formed is that amongst what we call the sub-assistant surgeon class, there are 
. men wliose knowled^ of medicine, surgery and midwifery is as good as that of nny 
product of any University. I can now clearly see that my colleagues today who are 
called Hub-assistriiit surgeons have gone up more than 200 per cent, in their efficiency 
and standard of education. I feel that they are just as good as any L. B. 0. I*, the 

product of extra-mural institutions of British Isles.if thev are on Provincial 

OouiiciUs registers, then, for the sake of uniformity, why they should not be on the 
all-India register.’’ 

I do not see any reason why, if these licentiates are on the pro¬ 
vincial register, they should have no voice in the election of people. 
This is one grievance which 1 want to be remedied. 

Another point 1 would like to raise is this. Even as regards the 
medical graduates, the attitude of the Government and of this Bill is 
not at all satisfactory. What is the provision concerning them ? T find 
various barriers put in the way of their election and nomination. What 
is the result of that t If this Bill is meant to be on democratic lines, 
what is the provision for the medical practitioners ? Tam reading from 
clause 5. You have imposed a condition that : 

No person shall be eligible for nomination or election under clause (a) or (h) 
of flub seetion (i) of section 3 unless he possesses a recognised medical ({ualification 
or a medical quaUiicatiou granted by a British Indian University and no person shall 
be eligible for nomination under clause (a) of sub-section (/) of section 3 unless he 
resides in the province concerned, and, where a Provincial Medical Register is main¬ 
tained in that province, unless he is enrolled on that register.” 

To this T have no objection. But, then comes (3) : 

No person shall be eligible for election under clause (h) of sub-sertioii (/) of 
nection 3 unless he has had at least four years' experience as a Professor, Assistant 
Profeseor, Lecturer or Reader in Medical GoUeges or Schools.” 

r say, these people, the private medical practitioners, have to put 
in four or five years in a Medical College and then they have to '*arn 
something for their existence. It is very difficult for these medical 
graduates to get any professorship or leeturersliip in order to make 
themselves eligible for this election. They have to take to private 
practice as soon as they finish their course, and I need not tell you what is 
the number of medical practitioners throughout India. What will 
happen to them ? After four or five or six .vears in practice, what is 
their position ? Will they be ever eligible for nomination or election 
to this body ? They will never be eligible. In four or five years do you 
expect them to become professors or lecturers ? In the beginning it is 
not possible for them to get any job like that ; and, after they are settled 
in practice, they will not take to any lecturership or professorship. 
Therefore, so far as these practitioners are concerned, they will have 
absolutely no voice in this Medical Council. 

lb*. G. 8. Bajpai : I think my Honourable friend has not looked at 
snb-elanse (c) of clause 3 (7). 

Mr. 8. G. Jog : T do not know whether (c) is to be read as sub.iect 
to 5 (3), 






THE INDIAN MEDICAL COUNCIL BILL. 


1?7 




Mr. 0. 8. Bajpai : No. 

Mr. 8. G. Jog : Then I stand corrected. I have given a few amend¬ 
ments, and I will take a little more time to consider w^hether 1 should 
move them when the proper time comes ; but I should like to tell the 
House that the “purport of my amendments is, as I have said just now, 
that the licentiates, although they may not be eligible for election, 
even if they are on the register, should at least Rave the right of vote 
for selecting a man in whom they have confidence. There is nothing 
strange in this suggestion. In many bodies there are provisions like 
this. A man may not be eligible to be elected himself ; but he should 
have a voice at least in selecting a man in whom they will have con- 
fiilence and we vdll be doing a great service to the licentiates if this 
could be done. If this suggestion is carried out, I think we wdll be 
rendering some useful service and showing some recognition of these 
licentiates as a whole. They should certainly have a voice in the 
medical advancement of India. My friend has pointed out that section 
11—Kecognition of medical qualifications granted by medical institutions 
in Hritish Tndia---does this. But the medical licentiates do not figure 
at all in this Bill and it is without doubt a grave injustice. But 1 for 
one have got faith in the future, and I for one have got faith in the 
good wishes and intentions of Government. When the matter comes to 
he reviewed and revised. I hope your angle of vision and attitude 
towards these licentiates will and should undergo a change and that 
you will take a more friendly view and, when the time comes, you will 
recognise these licentiates. So far as their course is concerned, I ])ersonally 
know tijat many of them hold very good qualifications. It is difficult 
nowadays to get admission into the Medical Colleges, and students who 
have ]»assc<l the Previous and Intermediate attend these schools : unfortu¬ 
nately, they do find it difficult to get admis.sion into the colleges ; but the 
course is for four years and at Poona and many other places the training 
i.s ve»*y efficient. There is no ground, therefore, for denying them 
tliese facilities. There are many licentiates who have risen to 
tlu' post of Assistant Civil Surgeons and T can safely give this 
assurance* that many of tlieso Sub-Assistant Surgeons are far superior 
to tlieso people of five or ten years’ standing who come from the Medical 
Colleges. Therefore, your angle of vision must be changed so far as 
the licentiates are concerned, and when the time comes, I am sure, their 
imwits and their qualifications will he fully recognised. With tho'^e few 
remarks, I commend the Report of the Select Committee. Sir. I may 
toll the House that there is great commotion in the country, there is groat 
commotion among medical men in this country, and 1 must offer my 
thanks to those meinhers of the Select Committee w*lio laboured hard for 
bringing about a unanimous Report. Sir, 1 strongly support the motion 
that the Select Committee’s Report be taken iiitc> consideration. 

Mr. B. Bitaramaraju (Ganjam cum Vizagapatam : Non-Muham¬ 
madan Rural) : Mr. President, as a member of the Select Committee, 
I have to thank my friend. Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad, even for the left 
handed compliment he paid us, but. if any compliment has to be paid 
to anybody, I think it is due to my Honourable friend, Mr. Bajpai, who 
has successfully piloted this Bill, and to his able chief, the Honourable 
Sir Pazl-i-Husain (Applause), not so much because of the provisions of 
the Bill as recommended by the Select Committee, because we claim, 
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we have as much a share in their shaping as they have, but because 
they have beieu able to carry the opposition with them in this {matter, 
and, I am sure, it must be a source of great gratification both to 
Mr. Bajpai ami to his able chief. Sir, nothing in this world appeara 
to be quite happy always. Even in this debate, my friend, Mr. Bajpai, 
has introduced a disturbing element, I should say, when he referred to 
the following passage, a footnote in the White Paper proposals. It is 
not necessary for me, Sir, to read again the little footnote, but this 
much I have to say that this footnote says that the question which will 
require sepaiate eonsideraticui arises in regard to the registration in 
India of medical qualifications. This footnote occurs after a provision 
made in the White Paper proposals regarding the reciprocal treatment 
to be accorded to Indians. Paragraph 123 of the White Paper pro¬ 
posals says as follows : 

** The Federal Legislature and the Provincial Legislatures will have no power to 
imike i.nvs subjecting any British subject domiciled in the I’liited Kingdom to any 
disability or discriiiiiiiatioii in the exercise of certain specified rights. If an Jmliaii 
.subject of His Majesty or a company’, etc., constituted by or uuder a federal provincial 
Jaw as the case may bo would not in the exercise of his right in the Uniteil Kingdom 
a corresponding right be subject to any disability or discrimination... .etc. ’ ’ 

FiiHher, Sir. with regard to coin panics, a similar provision in 
regard to reciprocity is made. Here this footnote says, when these 
White Paper proposals were drafted, the Government in England took 
note of the fact that we had before us this legislation, and they say 
that the question will be separately considered. Beyond that, it does 
not say anything. 

Sir, ITonourable Members are aware that reciprocity, absolute 
reciprocity, is the basis of this measure. We claim that we should be 
treated in the same manner by other countries as they voidd like tis 
to treat them. When these White Paper ])roposals were made*, no 
doubt His Majesty’’s Government was well aware of the fact that this 
legislation provided a scheme of reeiju’oeity. At the same time, it must be 
remembered that when we referred the provisions of this Bill to the 
Select Committee, we were equally well aware, as the Governiuent were, 
what the White Pai)er proposals were, because those ])roposals were 
publi.shed before the motion to refer the Hill to Select Gommittee was 
passed by the House. I do realise. Sir, our constitutional position. 
I cannot deny the right of Ilis Majesty’s Government and the British 
Parliament to pass any legi.slation that they may think proper, but I 
do say this much, that, on the question of reciprocity, we are all at one, 
the whole country is behind ns, in holding that we Avill not be prepared 
to accept any scheme which does not confer on us absolute reciprocity. 
We are not prepared to accept that, and T would like to inform the 
Government Members, and, through them, Ilis Majesty’s Government, 
that they should take note of the fact that we in this country are 
absolutely determined to have absolute reciprocity in this matter with¬ 
out which, Sir, this Bill is not worth the paper on which it is written. 
After all, the Provincial Governments, who were consulted in this 
matter, laid stress on the fact that there should be absolute reciprocity 
if the provisions of the Bill were to be of any use at all, and the Madras 
Government in particular has drawn pointed attention to the faet 
that if you do not give effect to the recommendations of the Sin^a 
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Commission, where they claim absolute reciprocity from the day on 
which the Act is to come into existence, they would rather have the Bill 
dropped. What did the Select Committee do ? They did not go even 
the length to which the Madras Government was prepared to go. The 
Select Committee did realise that if tomorrow we insist upon absolute 
reciprocity, there may be difficulty to people actually following the pro¬ 
fession here now who possess European degrees and other foreign 
d(»groes. because those men will have to be disqualified for want of 
simultaneous treatment forthcoming from those countries, and, therefore, 
a period of four years was given. That was the most reasonable thing 
that we on the floor of this House could do, and that was done. I 
need not dilate on the point raised by my friend, Mr. Jog, about the 
licentiates. Honourable Members are perfectly well aware that when 
we accepted the motion to refer this Bill to the Select Committee, this 
Assembly accepted one principle, and that principle w^as accepted, 
whether rightly or wrongly. And what was that principle ? To pro¬ 
vide an All-India Register and Council for higher medical education. 
1 am Tiot going into Ihe question whether the Assembly was right in 
making it the principle, hut that \vas the principle of the Bill, which 
Avas accepted, and, therefore, owing 1o the limitation placed upon thfe 
members of the Select Committee, they had to follow that principle 
wfis accepted by the House, whether any in tin* Committee 
approved of it or not. Therefore, when the question of the Register 
has been dropped absolutely, 1 think all that could he done had been done 
so far as the status and recognition of the licentiates were concerned. 
More cannot be expected under the circumstances. Sir. T have done. 

Mr. K. P. Thampan (West Coast and Xilgiris : Non-Muhammadan 
Rural) : Sir, I Avish to say a few words at this stage, and, in doing so, 
1 shall be as brief as possible. Honourable Members of the House might 
remember that at the Second Reading of the Bill, I said that the Council, 
as it Avas originally proposed to be constituted, Avoiild he a packed body 
of officials. Of course, certain alterations have been made in the Select 
Committee. But, Sir, I am not yet satisfied. You Avill find four classes 
j of members according to clause 3 of the Bill. The 

first is : one member from each Governor’s Province, 
to he nominated by the Local OoA’crnment of the province.” It is 
obvious that members avIio are nominated by Local Governments would 
be officials. The second class of membcr.s is dealt with in clause 3 
(J) {b) Avhich says : one member from each British Indian Univer-sity, 
to be elected by the members of the Senate of the TJniversitj’ from 
amongst the members of the Medical Faculty of the I-niversity. ” On 
the face of it, it looks all right, but, further doAvn, if you look at sub- 
clausc (3) of clause 5, it is stated ; 

No person shall be eligible for election under clause (b) of sub-section (I) of 
fecftiou 3 unless he has had at least four years* experience as a Professor. Assistant 
Professor, Lecturer or Header in Medical CSolleges or Schools.’* 

That means that at least, so far as the Madras Presidency is con- 
eerned, no non-official member will come in. You know tluit in the 
Presidency from which we come there are no private medical institu¬ 
tions. All the Medical Schools and Colleges are owned by the Gk>vem- 
ment, and * naturally it is only Government servants that are engag^ 
there for the purpose of teaching. No non-official medical practitioner^ 
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luwoNrr offioient ho may be, is allowed to do any kind of teaching in 
those schools or colleges. So far as Madras is concerned, with which 
I am familiar, I am certain, there are no private medical practitioners 
coming under clause 3 (J) (?;). The effect of that would be that men 
like the late Dr. Nair, who was a distinguished medical practitioner, 
would have no chance of coming into the Medical Council. There are 
distinguished men like Dr. llangachariar, Dr. Guruswami and others 
who are acknowledged experts in surgery and other branches of 
medical science, but so long as they have no teaching experience they 
will have no place here according to these provisions. That is an aspect 
of the matter against which 1 must enter my emphatic protest. The 
third class of members of the Council is dealt with in (r) of clause 3 (7), 
and it lays down one member from each province where a Provincial 
Medical Register i.s maintained Probably some people eb'cled under 
this clause may be non-official medical practitioners, but one cannot be 
certain about that also. The last class is dealt with in (d) : “ three 

members to be nominated by the Governor General in Council They 
are sure to be officials. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : Why ? 

Mr, K. P. Thampan : Because Government have their own purpose 
to serve and there is a brotherhood among the service. T am, therefore, 
afraid that the Bill, inspite of the changes made in the Select ('ommittee, 
aims again to create a packed body of officials. Tt does not at all 
liberalise the constitution. Further, .suh-elause (J?) of <dause 4 says : 

WiuTo any dispute arises regarding any election to the Council, it shall l>e 
referred to the JiOcal Government whose decision shall be final.'' 

Generally, in all elections, .such di.sputes are referred tc) a special 
tribunal consisting of pco])le who have got some kind of judieial experi¬ 
ence. Here it is entrusted purely to the Local Government. That, again, 
aims at entrusting sucli matters into llie hands of officials, and, naturally, 
as our experience tells us, the chances arc, whenever there is a dispute 
between an official and a non-official, the T.ocal Government will prefer 
only the official. So, on the whole, I am afraid that it is not a very 
happy constitution which is provided in this Bill. One does not feel any 
enthusiasm river it. So much with regard to the constitution. 

It ill becomes one to criticise the details of a measure on which 
there has been a unanimous agreement in the Select Committee. I will 
not, therefore, raise any new issues at these stage, but I must say one 
word with reference to the lack of any specific provision for the fund for 
defraying the expenses of this Medical Council. I am told the cost of 
this Medical Council would be about Rs. 60,000, and it has to be taken 
for granted that the general taxpayer. 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain (Member for 
Education, Health and Lands) .* Will the Madras Government be willing 
to pay ? 

Mr. K. P. Thampan : Did the Honourable Member consult the 
Madras Government or the Madras TTniversity ? T want a categorical 
answer. 
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The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain : No. 

Mr. K. P. Thampan : Both education and medicine are Provincial 
matters and if you ask, they may probably give. Apart from that, I am 
very much against the taxpayer being mulcted with these expenses. In 
the first place, as long as the step-motherly treatment that the Government 
have been giving to the TTnani and Ayurvedic systems of medicine is 
continued, I am against making any distinction in favour of allopathic 
.system of treatment. The Unani and Ayurvedic systems are indigenous 
systems and more suitable te the conditions of the country, but, on account 
of the neglect of the Government, they have very much deteriorated. As 
a matter of fact, no progress has been made during the last three or four 
centuries. On the other hand, the allopathic system, belonging as it does 
to the ruling class here, is given every kind of patronage and encourage- 
Tiient. That i.s an objectionable thing, and I am against making any con¬ 
tribution from the general taxes for the allopathic system of treatment. 
P^irther, this Bill benefits only a few students who go for higher studies 
to PJnghind. The proper body to foot the bill is, therefore, the University, 
and I trust that Universities and Local Governments will not be inditterent 
in this matter. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : University’s money is taxpayer’s money. 

Mr. K. P. Thampan : Not entirely ; they have their own resources 
.'^•ich as examination fees, endowments, etc. There are a few" other minor 
matters also which have to be remedied. Sir, you will find I have given 
notice of relevant amendments in connection w"ith these aspects, but, as I 
said, the matter being one on wrhich an unanimous agreement w’us arrived 
at in the Select C-ommittee, 1 do not w'ant to sound a discordant note. 
Tiiey can be amended afterwards in the light of the experience w*e gain 
by w’orking the Act for some time. 

(At this stage, the Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Ilusain 
JOse in his seat to speak.) 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shanmukham Chetty) ; Will 
Die Honourable Member finish in five minutes, or would he prefer to speak 
after Lunch ? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fajd-i-Husain : I may take 
about ten minutes,—not more than that. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shanmukham Chetty) : Sir 
F'azl-i-Husain. 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Hnaain : Sir, 1 very 
iMiich appreciate the spirit in which today’s debate has been conducted. 
The House has very succe.ssfulJy entered into the spirit in w"hich the Select 
Committee set to w"ork and achieved the result—^an agreed report. Various 
explanations have been given of the way in which this result w"as achieved. 
All the explanations given up till now are very wide of the mark, and I 
should not like the House to remain under any misapprehension as to the 
real cause. The real cause is this. This legislation has been in hand for 
the last four years. It was opposed by provinces, by the profession and 
by non-ofiBciaJ bodies. There w"as no one really who stood for it except 
perhaps the Department w’hich was responsible for it four years ago. 
Then, how is it that we have arrived at an agreed report and a report 
w’iiich the House has honoured by treating as an agreed report acceptable 
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to it, and possibly without subjecting it to amendments. 1 must confess 
that it has been entirely due to my weakness. Seeing the stalwarts of the 
Opposition ranged against me in the Select Committee, there was no course 
open for me but to retire all along the line and the result has been an 
agreed report. That is an achievement of which one cannot be very proud, 
but still it is much better to tell the truth rather than take credit for 
aomething which one has not done. For instance, the Opposition were very 
keen that the Council shall not have a nominated President. I had to 
give way and say : “ All right, have your way They were very keen 
that they shall have direct representation of the medical graduates to the 
Council. I felt that that was not the correct thing to do, bur, under 
pressure, I gave way again. Again I felt that representatives of the 
Medical Faculty should be elected by the Faculty. They again pressed 
hard and said, the Senate shall elect. 1 again gave way. 

Mr. B. Sitaramaraju : Did you give anything more than what you 
gave in your last speech ? 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fazl-i-Husain : I gave 
nothing aw^ay in my speech. I never make speeches to give away anything. 
In my speech I only tried to explain matters. However, Sir, this is a story 
of surrender from point to point, but, when I make that concession, I 
further wish to add that I am not ashamed of it. I felt that the object 
1 had in -mind was also the object which Honourable Members opi3osite 
had in mind. With that identity of object, we had just to modify the 
usual principle of give and take by my giving and tlieir taking. Still I 
think the result is on the whole not unsatisfactory. The measure which 
w^iil be passed wdth tlie unanimous support of the non-official section of this 
House stands a much better chance of making a success of itself than 
would have been the case, had I resisted these amendments and carried 
them by a majority. It w’a.s not worth it and that wus really th(‘ reason 
how^ I justified to myself this retreat all along the line. The object of the 
Hill is efficiency at home and honour abroad. (A])plause.) Wc want our 
medical institutions to be run efficiently, to be run in a way as U) attract 
scholars of medicine from abroad, if not in all subjects, at all events in 
some subjects. Given that efficiency at home, is there any r(;asoii w’hy wx 
should not command honour abroad ? I am sure, Sir, we will. 

Something ha.s been said about the vexed question of licentiates. Let 
mo once more give an assurance to the House that there is no one in the 
House more anxious to make sure that the licentiate education is on a 
.sound basis than myself. And why ? Because, licentiates deal with a 
ni ich larger section of the Indian population than graduates do ; and no 
one would be true to Ids duty who did not make sure that their instruction 
was as high as the circumstances w^ould permit, and that those who rendered 
this service to such a large section of Indian people would be placed in as 
good and honourable a p^ition as circumstances permitted. T will not 
detain the House by reviewing the speeches made this morning. I am 
sure, my friend, Dr. Ziauddin’s observations will be read W’ith great 
interest by Provincial Governments so far as their administration of 
hospitals and colleges is concerned and I have no doubt that scholars 
interested in education generally will benefit by his observations. As to 
the desire to improve the lot of the licentiates, I think I have made Gov¬ 
ernment's position clear. As regards my friend, Mr. Thampan's ideas 
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about finances, I may remind him t^at when we made an inquiry from 
the Madras Government as to whether they would be prepared to tell us 
what form their co-operation will take as to the inquiry to be made into 
the education of licentiates, they expressed readiness to co-operate with 
us fuDy provided it was clearly understood that if finances were involved 
in the matter the Government of India would pay. That does not strike 
me as very hopeful. As to Mr. Thampan’s su^estion that, in the matter 
of inspections, they will be willing to contribute. 

Bfr. K. P. Thampan : Both are different matters. 

The Honourable Khan Bahadur Mian Sir Fa^d-i-Husain : Quite so, 
and I can assure the House that under the very very vigilant financial 
supervision of my Honourable friend, the Finance Member, if we can make 
even a pice out of a province, we seldom fail to make an effort. So liis 
view point is quite safe. To conclude, I Very much appreciate the observa¬ 
tions made by Mr. Sitaramaraju as to the constitutional position and the 
jurisdiction of the Joint Select Committee over it. The House has felt 
that the Bill has been under consideration for a long time, that it meets 
what the House considers are the just and fair requirements of the case and 
would proceed with it. Let us hope that it receives the careful considera¬ 
tion of the Joint Select Committee and the essential principles of the Bill 
meet with their approval. There may be principles which the British 
Parliament may feel called u])on to alter and wc all know tliey have a 
right to do so and we cannot question that right. Sir, once more, expressing 
rny gratitude to the House for the kindly reception it has given to this 
measure which, in the past, has been so very contentious, I venture to 
express the hope that it may secure the object we have all in view— 
efficiency at home and honourable recognition abroad. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shanmukham Chetty) : The 
question is : 

That the Bill to establish a Medical Council in India and to provide for the 
maiutvnaiicc of a British Tndiuii Medical Register, as reported by the Selei-t Goin- 
niittoe, be taken into consideration.' ’ 

The motion w’as adopted. 

The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till Twenty-Five Minutes to 
Three of tlie Clock. 


The Assembly rc-asscmbled after Lunch at Twenty-Five Minutes to 
Three of the Clock, ^dr. President (The Honourable Sir Shanmukham 
Chetty) in the Chair. 


Clauses 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14 and 15 were added to the 

Bill. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shanmukham ChettjO : The 
question is that clause 16 stand part of the Bill. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : Sir, I beg to move 

“ That at the end of sub-clause (f) of clause 16 of the Bill, the following be 
added : 

* inspectors appointed under this clause shall be persons having cxpei’ienee of 
University administration but not actively engaged in teaching in any 
university 
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Mr. O. S. Bajpai ; 1 hope my Honourable friend will see his way not 
to press his amendment If my Honourable friend will sw sub-clause (h) 
of clause 18, he will find tliat the Council is going to regulate such matters 
as appointment, powers, duties and procedure of medical inspectors, 
under the rules. I have no doubt that they will consider the suggestion 
of my Ilonc^urable friend. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad ; In view of the assurance given by my 
Honourable friend I beg leave of the House to withdraw my motion. 

The motion was, by leave of the Assembly, withdrawn. 

Mr. President (The Honouiiible Sir Shanmukham Chetty) ; The 
question is that clause 16 stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was adopted. 

Clause 16 was added to the Bill. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shanmukham Chetty) : The 
question is that clause 17 stand part of the Bill. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : I have got an amendment to this clause. It 
is reallj^ not an amendment, but an explanation. Really speaking, the 
courses of study always include hospital ])ractice. but this question was 
doubted in one University and, therefore, I thought I had better put it 
explicitly. But if the Honourable Member will say explicitly that the 
course of instructions would include hospital practice, then I would not 
move my amendment. 

Mr. G. 8. Bajpai : 1 must say. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shanmukham Chetty) : The 
Honourable ^lember does not move his amendment, but he wants some 
explanation from Government before he makes up his mind as to whether 
he will move it or not. 

Mr. G. 8. Bajpai : The course of study in the Universities does 
include hospital work. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : In view- of the assurance, 1 do not propose to 
move ni3' amendment. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shanmukham Chetty) : The 
question is that clause 17 stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was adopted. 

Clause 17 was added to the Bill. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shanmukham Chetty) ; The 
question is that clause 18 stand part of the Bill. 

8ir Lancelot Graham (Socretar.v, Legislative Department) : I beg 
to move : 

** That in sub-clauBe (J) of clause 18 of the Bill, item (/) be omitted and the 
remaining items be re-lettered accordingly.’’ 

Sir, in the Bill, as it is now before the House, item (/) of sub-clause 18 
runs : ‘‘ The conduct of business of Provincial Committees **. The Pro¬ 
vincial Committees were provided for by clause 11 of the Bill as intro¬ 
duced, but that clause vras struck out by the Select Committee and this. 
Sir, is accordingly a consequential amendment. 

The motion was adopted. 
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Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shanmukham Chetty) : The 
question is that clause 18, as amended, stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was adopted. 

Clause 18, as amended, was added to the Bill. 

Clauses 19, 20, and the First and Second Schedules were added to the 

Bill. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : 1 have got an amendment to the First 
Schedule. Iteally 1 did not want to move tlie amendment, but only I want 
to draw the attention to irregularities in our University. 

Mr. President (The Ilonuurable Sir Shanmukham Chetty) : The 
Honourable Member will liave a later opportunity to make a speech. 

The question is that clause 1 stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was adopted. 

Clause 1 was added to the Bill. 

The Title and the l*reamble were added to the Bill. 

Mr. G. 8. Bajpai : Sir, 1 beg to move that the Bill, as amended, be 
passed. 

The motion was adopted. 


RESCLl'TJON BE DBAFT CONVENTION AND KECO:\IMENDATION 

CONCPiKNlNU THE AGE F(di ADMISSION OF CHILDKEN TO 

NON-INDUSTBIAL EMPLOYMENT. 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce (Member for Industries and 
Labour) : Sir, I beg to move ; 

** That this Asfsciiibly considered the Draft CJonventioii and Rccoiuinenda- 

tion eoneeniing the age for admission of children to non-industrial emploviiicnt adopted 
by tJie lutcniational Labour Conferenec at its Sixteenth Session, reeonimeiids to the 
Governor General in Council that he should not ratify the Draft Conventioji nor accept 
the Rcfoniiiiciidation. * ^ 

Sir, in the course of the vliseussion on the Pledging of Child Labour 
BiU, I put forward tlie proposition that, where children were concerned, 
all the Members of this House were Members for Labour. That proposi¬ 
tion received such general suppjrt from all sections of the House that 
the House will, 1 am sure, sympathise with me in the position in which 
I find mystdf today in asking it lo recommend to the Governor General 
in Council that it shouhl not ratify a Convention, the underlying motive 
of which is the amelioration of the lot of children. I trust I shall be able 
to convince the House that there are compelling reasons why 1 have to 
bring forward this motion. 

I am not sure whether the House remembers that, in September last, 
my Department circulated to all its Members the report prepared by 
Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra and Sir Atul Cbatterjee, who represented the 
Government of India at the 16th Session of the International Labour 
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Conference, on the procecflings of that Conference. Probably very few 
Honourable Members have brought copies of the reports with them, and 
I have here a few copies which I am prepared to pass on to any one in¬ 
terested in this subject. I have also had circulated,—1 think Honour¬ 
able Members will find them in their places,—copies of Article 1 and 
Article 9 of the Convent ion with wJiich we are primarily concerned. 

Sir, I think it will facilitate the discussion of this motion if I indi¬ 
cate very briefiy how this Coiivei.liou came to take its iwesent form. 
When the i)roi)osals fiist came before the (lovernnient of India, they 
very naturally consulted the Local Cioxernments about tlicni and the 
reidies they got wfuit to confirm their own provisional view that it would 
probably not be ]»ossil)le for india to go very far in the direction sug¬ 
gested. However, they v/erc very anxious, if possible, to ine(‘t the Con¬ 
ference half way and they therefore iiistrneU‘(i their »leh‘gat('s tf) j)ress 
for certain s]u*(*ial condili^jns for India. There are only two of these 
witli which 1 need trouble tlie House now. Tlie first was that llie age 
limit contemplated for the Convention should be reduced to 10. The 
Conference was eout cm plating an agi* limit of 11 years Indow which the 
employment of eliihlreu in non-industrial oeeupatif>ns should be prohi¬ 
bited. Wo suggesf(*d that, iii the special eirenmstanees of India, it 
shoiilii he reduectl to K) I wish to remind tin* House at tliis stage that 
this Couve!iti<ui applies solely to the employmeni of children in iion- 
iiidnstrinl occntiations. Onr second suggt*sfion. which was a mneh more 
important one, was that, as far as India was eonci*rned the (h)nvcnlion 
should only apjily to eerlain s})ee.ified oec*n])ations. Kir Bhtipendra Nath 
Mitra put (na- case ver\' foreihly hefen* the Connniltoi* nreliminaiy to the 
Conference which was considering these proposals and. as this House 
will remember, he can argue a '’asf vf*ry forcibly. It rec(*ivf‘d support 
fi'om a very valnabh*. 1 will not say unex])(*cted,-—(piartor. that of 
Mons. Albert Thoimjs, the Direetor of the Internatioiml Labour Office. 
I am sure tlie House will share the regret expressed in the report by 
Sir Bhuptuidi.i Xath ]\ritra and Sir Atiil (diatlerjee that, shortly after 
this (Conference was over. ^Mons, Thomas died. In him, tin* International 
Labour Ofiiec lost, as Sir nhnF>endra Nath Mitra and Sir Atnl (’halterjee 
said, a valuable public servant, om who combined ideali.sm with a very 
practical turn of mind. India also lost a gorul friend for. throngliout bis 
conneetion with the International Labour t >ftiee, lie liad sliown .sympathetic 
co-oj)eration and a very keen understanding of onr sj)ecial problems. lie 
brought that practical turn of mind of his to hc‘ar on the proposals sub¬ 
mitted by Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitra and Sir AtuI Cliatterjee and warned 
the Committee that their only hope of securing India’s ratification of the 
Convention was to accept those firoposals. Mdie CV>mmitt(*(» did so, but un¬ 
fortunately, when their reoommendatious came befon* the full (’onfereiice, 
they were met with a certain amount of criticism and difTi'rent proposals 
Vvere ]>ut focAvard in regard to India by a lady fnmi Spain. How much 
she knew about India I am not able to say. but it Avoiild seem that the 
Conforeiieo Avas carried aAvay by her eloquence, and in spite of 
Sir Phupendra Nath Mitra’s protests, her proposjils were carried by a 
small majority. In the result, the Indian Government d<degate.s and 
the Indian Emploj^rs^ delegate—yon, Sir, AAdrose support T should have 
been glad to have on the floor of the House noAv.—naturally found them¬ 
selves unable to sui^port the Convention Avith their votes. T should add 
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that, in this attitude, they were supported by a number of other Grovem- 
ment delegates including the Government delegates from Great Britain 
and from Japan. 

Now, Sir, 1 turn to the text of the Convention itself. As I have al¬ 
ready pointed out to the House, the Articles with which we are I’eally con¬ 
cerned are Articles 1 and 9. Article 1 merely defines the scope of the 
Convention and indicates tljat it applies to non-industrial employment. 
Article 9 is the important one. If liu* House will turn to Article 9, they 
will find that it is i)roposevi that in India three things should be done. 
In the first place and the most important, it lays down that all children 
below 10 should ht? excluded from all non-indust'riai employment. It lays 
dowu, in the second place, that older children should bt‘ excluded from 
certain street'oeciipatioiis and also from itinerant tradiiijr ; and it lays 
down, in the third ])Iaee, that eliildren should be excluded from occupa¬ 
tions involving certain dangers to life, health and morals. It is on the 
first of those stipulations that I would a.sk the House to concentrate its 
atteiitirm. If \v(‘ adopt tliis (‘onvention, all children under 10 will be ex- 
cliuh’d from all non-industrial oecu])ations. Now, Sir, I would ask the 
Ilou^e to consider in wh.it noii-indu^trial occupations children below 10 
can h(* employcil. I’ossihly soiue A^embers oi the House may be able to 
throw ligld on llie subject hut, as far as I know, there are very few of 
theui and 1 can only think of teniii- chokras and golf caddies. The onl}’ 
really im}»oitant occupution in vhieii any child below tlie age oi* ten is 
likely to he employed is domestic service. My Honourable friend. Mr. Clow, 
reminds me tliat agrieidtun^ i- e.^cluded,—it is regard',**! for tld** ])urpo.ve 
as an industrial (M*cn])ation. A.s I was sa;. ing. Die only really ini|)ortant 
oeen]/ation in whieli children below 10 are likely to be employed is domestic 
service, and 1 would ask the House how. if we ad(»{»t this Convention, we 
are going to (‘iiforee it. Wliat sort of staff should we want ? How are 
we going to find out whether children below 10 are employed or not. with¬ 
out a host of insp(*elors and impiisitorial inspection .* T submit, Sir, that 
it is absolutely out of the question to enforce the Convention and that is 
the position I ])laee before tlie House. Even if it were possible to do any¬ 
thing in this direction. T would remind the House that tliere are other and 
mucli more iin]>ortant questions which demand our first consideration. 
The House will remember that ll'c Ruyal Commission on Tjabour specially 
investigated the ease (»f childr^'u working in non-j*egiilated factories. They 
drew an extremely lurid iiieture of the evils to which children are .sub¬ 
jected in factories in which carpr*^ weaving, tlu- luanufacture of hidis and 
mica s]ditting is carried on, and they suggested that the first step to he taken 
should be to exclude eliildren under JO from that kind of workshop and to 
limit the hours of older children. The House kiiow’s that I and my de- 
liartmeiit have a big task before us in the coming months in piloting the 
Factories Bill .safely tlirough this House. A.s soon as we have finished 
that, I hope uSUC(M?ssfully, we propose to turn our attention to the non-regu- 
lated factories. They are going to be an exttemely difficult proposition 
and it will take u« some time to work out a satisfactory measure for deal¬ 
ing with them. I submit to the House therefore that they should occupy 
the first place in our attention and that they should also occupy the first 
place in the Local Governments’ attention. We are not justified in asking 
the Local Governments to employ a staff to deal with abuse.*^! in regard to 
children in non-industrial employment before we deal with the far more 
urgent case of children in industrial employment in non-regulated fac- 
L304LAD 
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tories. I trust, Sir, tiiat 1 have convinced the House that I had no option 
but to bring forward this motion today. 

Mr. President (The lionourablc Sir Shaiimukham Chetty) : Motion 
moved : 

** That this Assembly having considered the Draft Convention tuid Bocomnumda- 
tion conceiiiing tiie age for admission of cliildreu to nou-iudustrial employment adopted 
by the International Labour Conference at its Sixteenth Session, recommends to tlie 
Governor Gciicnil in (-ouncil that lie sJ.ould not ratify the Draft Convention nor accept 
the Beconimendatioii. ’ * 

Mr. S. G. Jog (Rcrar dcpresoir*alive) : Sir, 1 can see the mood of the 
p.M. House a1 just liie fag eml of the Session, but this is 
fi sort ot trust which 1 have accepted.- As you will 
probably see from the amondmeiit that stands in the joint name of 
Mr. Joshi and myself, this is the child or joint creation of the two of us. 
and, in the absence of Mr. Joshi, 1 for one aiit in)t prepared to withdraw 
it. However, the House cannot expect me to treat this child with the 
same atl’ection Avilli wliich ])robably my friend. Mr. Joshi, would haye 
done—but I must do some justice to the amendment. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shanmukham Chetty) : Will 
the Honourable Member iiiO\e his iinendment ? 

^ Mr. S. G. Jog : Sir, I move : 

'J’lmt at the end of the Resolution, the following be added : 

‘ but, at the same time, recommends that the Governor General-iu-Cimm il should 
take steps to give effect to the proposals contained in tlr* aim-ndimnt 
proposed by Sir B. N. Mitra, Government of India’s Chief Delegate at 
the Sixteenth Session of the International Labour Cenfereuee ’ ’ 

Generally, the Government come before this House for ratification 
of (Conventions ; and, at times, they come before the House with a pro¬ 
posal that such and such a thing should not be ratified. Government are 
both con.sistent and inconsistent many times. In this pinrtieular ease 
Government say that llii.s Convention shouhl not lx* ratified by India. 
Before this matter came before the International Labour ( onfere.nce, 
questionnaires were issued to the Government of India — 1 will not tire 
the House by reading all the questions and answers by thf» Government 
of India—but on the whole the -ittitude of the Government of India, so 
far as age was concerned, was really very sympathetic ; and, as a matter 
of fact, when the matter came up before the Conference, the Leader of 
the Delegation, in consultation and in agreement wulh you, Sir, moved 
an amendment which for the information of the House 1 will read, so 
that they can understand what the amendment was and to what extent 
the Government of India wore pre]>ared to go ; and now they want to 
go back behind the position which their own delegates took in the Con¬ 
ference there. As partial ratification of a Convention is not permitted 
by the Treaty of Versailles, Sir B. N. Mitra, on behalf of the Govern- 
ment) in agreement with Mr. B. K. Shanmukham Chetty, the Indian 
Employers’ delegate, moved the following amendment at Geneva : 

** The provisions of Articles 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8 of this Gonventlon shall not 
appl.y to India but in India— 

(1) Children under years of age shall not be employed— 

(a) in shops, oflfiees, lioteKs. restaurants and places for the sale of drink, 

(h) ill phices of public entertainment. 
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(c) in street trading, 

(d) in any other non-industrial employment to which the provisions of para¬ 

graph one of this article may be extended by the competent authority : 

Provided that in the interests of art, science or education, national laws or 
regulations may, by permits in individual cases, allow exceptions to the 
above provisions in order to enable children to appear on the stage, in 
cinematographic hlms and in other public entertainments. 

The minimum age prescribed under this article shall not be less than that laid 
down in National Laws or Regulations as the minimum age for the ad¬ 
mission of children into factories not using power, and which arc not 
subject to the pro^■^sion8 of the Indian Factories Act. 

(2) Persons under fourteen years of age shall not be employed in any non¬ 

industrial employment which the competent authority after consultation 
with the principal organisations of employers and workers may declare 
to involve danger to health or morals. 

(3) National laws or regulations shall provide for the due cnforceimmt '*r* the 

provisions of this article and in yiartieular fihall provide penfiltio.-j for 
iircaches of the laws or regulations bj' which effect is givini to the pro¬ 
visions of this article. 

(4) The competent authority shall, aftor a period of 5 years from tlie date of 

passing of legislation giving effect to the provisions of this (Vniveiition, 
review the whole ]»OHiti(iii with ;t view to incre.'ise F.e miiiiini'.iM ages 
prescribed in this Convention.” 

This nmepdniont wa.s lo.st in tho plenary^ session of the Coiiforonec, 
hilt at any rate it gives an idea of the attitude of the delegate'^ of India 
so far a.s the minimum age in non-industrial occupations is ••onccriied. 
Wlirn this matter came up before the Council of State for discussion, the 
Tir'iioiirahle Mr. Clow said ? 

” The r(*ason, which provent.s the Govcmr..eTit of India from ratifying the Con¬ 
vention, is the adminis!r.Ulve difficulty in the way of enforcing a ^ 015 %‘ iiT'on which, 
in its scope as defined in Article 1, imdmles all employm at not dealt with in thi' thr^e 
ago-of-employment Conventions adopted by the 1020 and 1021 Se-slons f*l‘ the 

International Labour Conference.*’ 

By way of illustration of Government’.s practical difficulties, Mr. (.‘low 
pointed out that tlie Convention included children in domestic service, 
and if India were to ratify the Convention in it.s pre.sent form, the inspec¬ 
tion services of the (Livernmjuit would have to be inerea^^ed to an extent, 
.nid expenditure entailed, beyond the resources of the Government. At 
the same time, he admitted—on the admission of the representatives of 
the Government of India at the Sixteenth Tnternational Labour Coiifer- 
cuee, that there ai*e however, no such insurmountable administi'ative diffi¬ 
culties in the way of the enforcement of tlie ('Convention, if yirovision is 
made in it, so far as India is coneerned, to specify the oeeu]iations in 
which the minimum age principle should be applied, instead of laying down 
iliat the Convention is to cover all children not covered by the minimum 
age Conventions of 1010-21, but, as partial ratitication was not considered 
practicable, this amendment was not moved. 

Further, Sir, tlie Government have not brought forth any excuses on 
fioancial grounds. Whenever they do not want to do a thing or shirk 
tlieir responsibility, they always bring uj) a number of difficulties, but 
whenever they are inclined to do a thing, financial difficulties never come 
in tlve way. This is the attitude the Government generally take. As 
regards ihe ])artia1 ratifiention or giving effect to such (Conventions, if the 
(luvcrinnent liave any difiiciilty. T for one think that such difficulties can 
be solved. 1 am told that on previous occasions when any labour Conven- 
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tion used to be discussed in the Assembly, the Government rejected that 
Convention, but announced that they were prepared to give practical effect 
to the declarations made at Geneva by their delegates. Therefore, I sug¬ 
gest that altliough it might not be possible to give full effect to the Con¬ 
vention, still, taking into consideration the special circumstances of India, 
it might just be possible to give effect to the suggestions to whieli Ihe 
delegates of the Government of India were prepared to go, and include 
some such suggestions in their proposals regarding the restrictions on age. 
At least it is time that we made a beginning ; if we cannot include all 
occupations, we ought to include such occupations where this Convention 
might advantageously be used. Sir, I make these suggestions, and 1 hope 
that the Government will give effect to their own suggestions and will 
not shirk their responsibility which they have themselves accepted in tlie 
International Conference. 8ir, I commend my amendment for accej)tance 
by this House. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shanmukham Chetty) : Amend¬ 
ment moved : 

“ That at the end of the Resolution, the following bo added : 

‘ but, at the same time, recommends that the Governor Oeneral-in-Couat il should 
take steps to give effect to the proposals contained in th-^ amendment 
propovsed by Sir B. N. Mitra, Government of India’s Chief Delegate at 
the Sixteenth Session of the International Labour Conference ’ ’ 

Mr. Abdul Matin Ghaudhury (Assam : Muhammadan) : Sir. I rise 
to sui)port* this amendment. While this Convention lays down 14 years 
as the age limit for admission in respect of children of other countries, 
tliey make an ex(‘e])tion in favour of India and lix the age limit at 10 years. 
When the (piostion was being discussed in the International Labour (’on- 
fcrence, the Workers^ delegates were opposed to this exce])tion being made 
in favour of India, It wa.s only to accommodate the Government of India 
with a view to facilitating ratification of the (Convention by India that the 
Conference wont out of its v.ay aial incorpora»<‘d Article IX and fixed the 
age limit for India, at 10 years. As the Honourable Sir Frank Noyce has 
pointed out, Mr. Albert Thoina.s took the unusual course of attending the 
Committee meeting and ]K*r>uaded the Goinmittee to aeeej^t this amend¬ 
ment. because, he said, that that was the only chance of getting India to 
make the ratification. You, Sir, were the Employers' delegate wht*u this 
question was discussed, and. with your peririis,si()n, 1 should like to read 
out from your own sjieecli which you made on that occasion. This is 
whal you said, Sir ; 

“ I iii.'Kle it plain in the C-ommittee, and let me reiterate with all the emphasis 
that T eonimainl in this conference, that in the consideration of this <iucstion of 
ainelioratiii.u: the condition of tlic children of iiiy country, the Indian eiujdoyers yield 
to no working class representative in this conference. Pundy from the humanitiirian 
point of view, T should like to ‘ee the children of my country enjoying the same 
measure of protection as the children of cveiy' other civilized country ’in the world. 
Happily for us, thi.s i; one of those subjects in which the conflict between the employer 
and the worker can be reduced to an absolute minimum. When we consider the social 
legislation embodied in the various ronventioiis that come before this Gonfcrciiee, 
there luiturally arises a great conflict between the points of view of the employer and 
the worker. But I maintain, Mr. President, that (at least in India) in the coasidorntion 
of thi.s problem, the Indian employer will not yield to the w’orker of any country in liis 
desire to protect and ameliorate the conditions in his country.” 

My only regret is, Sir, that you are not on the floor of the House to 
espouse the cause of the children of this country. But, as you very 
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rightly pointed out, this is one of the rare occasions on which the employers 
and the workers are in agreement, and yet the Government of India refuse 
to ratify this Convention. I think this Convention has been welcomed as 
the Children's Charter, and this humanitarian measure, I am surprised 
to find, the Government of India are not willing to ratify. They are trying 
to resile from the position they had actually taken up when the question¬ 
naire was sent out by the International Labour Office. On that occasion, 
the Government of India showed a very conciliatory and a very reasonable 
attitude. 

Now, I will examine the provisions of this Article in the light of the 
reply that was sent by the Government of India, and show to this House 
that this Convention, in all essentials, is based on the reply of the Govern¬ 
ment of India. The only Article that deals with India is Article IX, and 
that Article says : 

** Clause 1. The employment of children under 10 shall bo prohibited Thin i3 
what the Government of India say in their reply to the qitestionnaire :—“ If a general 
age limit is prescribed in a Draft Convention, it should not cxcee^l 10 years for India.*' 

It is entirely in accordance with the reply sent out by the Government 
of India that this clause has been drafted. 

Then, Sir, there is the proviso with regard to arts, science and educa¬ 
tion making an exception, and that proviso was moved by Sir Bhupendra 
Natli Mitra himself in the Committee and in the Conference. 

Then, Sir, there is another proviso which says : 

** Slunild the ago for tho adniission of ehiUlron to factories not niing power which 
aro not subject to th<* Tiidiaii Factories Ae.l be fixed b\" national laws or regulations at 
an age exceeding 10, the age so prescribed for admission to such factories shall be 
substituted for the age of ten for the purpose of this paragraph.*’ 

Tijis was the amendnient that yon yourself moved. Sir, in the Com- 
miltee and that amendment was accefited by the Committee. 

Then, there is olaaso 2. which is also in entire agreement with the 
views expressed by the Government of India, and it was moved by Sir 
I51nil)eridra Nath ]\Iifru liimself. This is how the clause stands : 

‘ * Persons unficr fourteen years of age shall not be employed in any non-industrial 
eniploynjcnt which the competent authority, after consultation with the principal organiza¬ 
tions of employers and workers concerned, may declare to involve danger to life, health 
or morals.” 

Tills is exactly what the Government of India recommended, and their 
reply to the questionnaire is given at page 118, and this hi what they say : 

“ Tlie employment of children in occu]»ations which are dangerous in character 
or likely to be injurious to their health or morals should be entirely pruhibitel. 
But it should be left to the eompotent authority in each country to determine what 
occupations are dangerous in charactfr or likely to be injurious to the health or 
morals of children. A specific list of such occupations should not be incorporated 
in a Draft Convention. 

A special minimum age would appear to be desirable. If the general minimum 
for India is fixed at 10, the special minimum age should be 14, which may b« 
raised at the discretion of the competent authority.** 

These replies, Sir, and the Government of India's reply are in agree¬ 
ment. 

Then, Sir, there is another clause, clause 3, which gives power to the 
Government of India to raise the age from 10 to 14 if they consider it 
necessary. 
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Clause 4 deals with the question of enforcement, and it has been left 
to the competent authority in each country to deal with the matter as they 
think best, and this clause was also moved by Sir Bhupendra Nath Mitrs 
and was accepted by the Conference. 

Then, Sir, there is the fifth clause which you yourself moved, and that 
clause says : 

** The competent authority shall, after a period of five years from the date of 
passing of legislation giving effect to the provisions of this Convention, review the 
whole position with a view to increasing the minimum age prescribed in this Con¬ 
vention, such review to cover the whole of the provisions of this Article.*’ 

T do not find any difference in the replies given here and that given 
by the Government of India, and, therefore. I do not understand why they 
should resile from the position they had taken np. Tlie only objection 
raised against it is in regard to the enforcement of this Convention. Sir, 
I do not minimise the difficulties of enforcing tliis Convention, but if any 
one recognises that there is a difficulty, tliat should not stand in the way 
of giving legislative effect to these Conventions, because T quite admit that 
this Convention cannot he enforced in the sens<‘ that every violation of 
this Convention shall be followed by prosecution. But. Sir, that is a 
characteristic which is common to all social legislaiion. We have got our 
Factories Act. and 1 think my fri(*nd, Mr. Clow, Avill agree with me that 
every infringement of the Faetories AH is not followed by a jiroseeution. 
We have got the WorknjeiCs Compensation Act. and T do not think that 
every victim of an accident gets tin* eomjjensation to which he is legally 
entitled. In many cases the claims are not pnd'erred at all. We have 
got the Sarda Act also, and there many instances, in which the j^rovisions 
of that Ad are violates! and such ca.ses are not folieewesl by a prost'cntion. 
I maintain. Sir, that the main object of thi.s ‘•ocial legislation lies in its 
edueati'^’e value, in the restraining influenee that it ex( rei.s(\s,—heeause it 
operate.s as a eheck ; hut it is a stef) ff»rward in social progress notwith¬ 
standing all tliat, tlie Governinent of India <lo not seem to move in this 
matter. 

With regard in the amcTubnent of Sir Blinpendra Xath Mitra. just 
as my friend, Mr. Jog, read emt in the House, lie eiinmoratod eertain 
categories of woj’kers who were to he specified iri the Convention, and that 
was agreed to in tin* Committee. When it eann* h> I'ore tin* (’f)nferenee, 
just as the Honourable Sir Frank Noyce has pointed out, !Mrs. Palcj-eia, a 
Spanish AVorkers’ Delegate, moved ;iii amendment that, instead of specify¬ 
ing the category of worker, there should be a gein*ral proliibition and that 
amendment was aeeepttH by the Conferenee. Because the Conference 
accepted her amendment, there is no r<*ason why tlu* (lOveriiment of India 
should go haek upon tln*ir own recommendation. If they are not going to 
ratify thi.s Cojiveiition, they should at least give us an assurance that they 
are prepared to go as far as they went in their i-eply or as far as the 
amendment moved by Sir Bhu])endra Nath Mitra. 

Mr. N. R. Gunjal fBombay Central Division : Xon-Muhammadan 
Rural) : (The Honourable Memi)er spoke in the vernacular.) 

Mr. G. Morgan (Bengal : European) : Sir, after the very clear 
atatement made by the IMemben* in charge, there is very little for me to 
Bay with regard to the Resolution before the House. As regards the 
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amendment, I have every sympathy with it, and I would be prepared to 
support it if the wording were slightly diffeirent. 

The Mover of the amendment says : ‘‘ take steps to give effect to the 

jroposals contained in the amendment proposed_That might not 

be feasible after the question was thoroughly examined. Had the wording 
been, ** proposals on the lines contained ”, I should have supported the 
amendment. The idea of the Mover is perfectly right, but 1 should not 
like to be a party to tying the hands, even though this is only a reeom- 
mendafion, of* the Oovernment to tlie proposals actually contained in the 
amenduumt of Sir Hhupendra Nath Mitra. if 1 remember rightly, this 
was discussed in a (V)inniittee of which T was a member, and, in discussing 
the details of Bir llhupendra Nath . Mitra ^s amendment, we came to thf' 
conclusion that the administrative and firumcial difficulties would be 
enormous and w»‘ could not possibly light-heartedly agree to the ratifica¬ 
tion of the ('ojiveiitioii. The department lias got its hands fidi at the 
moment with tlie Factor*e^ Act, and the Honourable Member in Charge 
has given an a^^ur^!Jlee that after that Bill is, T hn])e, successfully passed 
by tin's Assembly, ti ;0 onesTiou f)f this child labour in non-industrial em- 
])loyment will be taken up and T feel jH'rlectly ceidain. 

Mr. A. G. Clow (Government of India : Nominated Official) : May 
I correct the ITonourable Member ? That was not the assurance at alK 
The assurance related to children in industrial employment in non-re- 
giilated factories, nf)t to children in non-industrial employment. 

Mr. G. Morgan : Still I have every sympathy with the idea under¬ 
lying this amendment. Nobody wants to see child labour exploited in any 
e(»untry, nor do we want to see young children working long hours and in 
industries wiiii h are nnsnital)le for persons of tender age. That is the last 
Tiling anybody wants. In America, they have taken steps alreatiy to do 
awyiy with child labour on certain lines. The amelioration of the lot of 
children in ngulated factories is receiving our attention, and that of 
children in rioii-regulated factories must receive attention ns soon as the 
Department has time to consider the snb.ieet. With regard to the amend¬ 
ment wliieh has ])een moved. T regret that I cannot support it in the 
actual wording in wliich it is.couched, but if the Honourable the Mover 
Would accept tlie voids on the liiu-s contained ”, I should be very glad 
to sin)port the aniemlment. 

Dr. Zianddin Ahmad (rnited Pro.vinees Southern Divisions .Muham¬ 
madan Knral) : I thought, after tlie lucid speech and the clear and con¬ 
vincing arguments of my llonournble friend, Sir Frank Noyc^, Mr. Jog 
would not come forward with his amendment. I think the greatest ai-gu- 
ment in stippoid of this Resolution is that even our Ijabour Department 
which is so liberal in labour legislation opposc\s ihis parneular recommenda¬ 
tion. As regards the* argumc’ut biought forward by 11 y frio!*d, Mr. Abdul 
i\i:itin Fhaudhury. 1 say. that I would have supported his suggesti m Avhoh'- 
heartedly if there had been eomyuilsory education in this country. But^ 
unfortunately, onr children h.nve no .schools to attend. They have DO 
oeciipation at all, and if you legislate that they should not have any 
occupation. T tliink vrv will be unfair to our children and we shall be really 
forcing them to spend their time in unhealthy surroundings and idleness 
and become had citizens of onr country. With these words, I support the 
original motion moved by the Honourable Sir Prank Noyce. 
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Mr. P. E. James (Madras : European) : Mr. President, I would 
only like to mention two things about this matter. The first is to rebut 
the statement made by my Honourable friend, Mr. Abdul Matin Chaudhury, 
that the present Government, in their labour legislation, are very slow. 
As a matter of fact, 1 may say that the Government of India, on their 
labour side, are regarded by some people in this country as perhaps the 
most revolutionary Government in the world. 

Mr. Abdul Matin Chaudhury : 1 said in this particular instance. 
1 never said, as a general proposition. 

Mr. P. B. James : I do not think that it will be accepted even in 
this particular instance. I may inform the House that, in certain circles 
cf this Assembly, tliere is a well-known rhyme which describes the situation 
graphically ; I am sori-y that Mr. Joshi is not here to hear it. The rhyme 
is : 

.Toshi had a little lamb 
Whose name was Mr. Clow ; 

And everywhere that Joshi went 
The lamb was sure to go.** 

1 suggest, Sir. that it does not give the indication that the Govern¬ 
ment are l)ohind most other civilized Governments in connection with 
labour legislation. But there is one point to which T should like to draw 
the attention of the Honourable Mr. Jog and that is in connection with the 
nature of the conventions which are passed at these International Ijabour 
Conferences. As my Honourable friend no doubt knows, these Conventions 
Are International agreements under the peace treat it's wliicli must be 
applied to all Governments that have ratified them. Yet a C^)nvention does 
not necessarily remain inofierative unless it is ratified. (Vrtain countries, 
for example, have not yet ratified some of the most important Convf'ii- 
tions that have been passed. 1 may mention fis an illustration the 8-hour 
Convention which was passed at Washington and which many countries 
have not yet ratified ; and yet those very countries have been greatly 
influenced in their legislation by the existence of that Convention. 

Mr. S. G. Jog : That is exactly my point. 

Mr. F. E. James : I am again in agreement with my HnnouraiJe 
friend. I suggest to him that the non-ratification by this Legislature of 
this Convention does necessarily mean that the underlying principles of 
this Convention \vill remcain for all time inoperative in this country. 
I would have been glad, like my Honourable friend, Mr. Morgan, to have 
supported his amendment, if it had been worded in a somewhat different 
form. T suggest to him that if Government give him an assurance that 
they will examine very carefully the proposals contained in the amendment 
of the High Commissioner at Geneva, he should withdraw this particular 
amendment. If, however, he jiresses his amendment, it will have the un¬ 
fortunate effect of driving some of us to vote against him. We do not feel 
that we can tie the Goverinnient down to a promise of this legislation. 
Government will be in the position of every other Government if they are 
not able to ratify this Convention ; they will have a free band. So long 
as the present Member of the Industries and Labour Department holds his 
office, I am quite sure that this point will be given the most careful atten¬ 
tion. Therefore, I would suggest that my Honourable friend should with* 
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drRw his ameindment and allow the House to vote on the main proposi¬ 
tion. 

Mr. S. O. Jog : Sir, T have no special fascination for any parti¬ 
cular form of my amendment. I am quite prepared to alter it as suggested 
by my friend, Mr. James, and, if the Government come forward with some 
hopeful assurance, I will be inclined to withdraw my amendment. 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : Sir, I must profess to a 
feeling of considerable surprise that this amendment should have been 
brought forward by my Honourable friend, Mr. Jog. He has charged 
the Government with inconsistency in this matter and in labour matters 
generally. His memory seems to be shorter even than that of Govern¬ 
ment. I should like to refer the House to what he said during the dis¬ 
cussion on the Pledging of C’liild Labour Hill. Tie said : 

“ At the time when this Bill was introduced I had an occasion to taJk on this 
measure and even at that tiuie 1 gave a warning that they were rather going too 
fast so far as the w'clfare of children is concerned.** 

Mr. 8. a. Jog : The Government are .stationary ; they must move. 

The Honourable Sir Prank Noyce : We have accepted Mr. Jog’s 
advice ; we are not going too fast in Thi‘^ matter and lie is the tirst to 
caet a stone at us for doing so. T much regret that it is not possible for 
me to accept the amendment even in tlu^ inrjdified fru’in in which my friend. 
Mr. Morgan, would like it recast. Tt seem.s to me that there may be 
some misap])rehen.sion in the minds of sojue Members of this House as 
to what it is exactly that we are dealing with. I thought T may make it 
quite clear that we are dealing with non-industrial employment not 
will I employment in factories. The position of the Government of India 
is that this cpiestion is neither urgent nor ini])ortant. They wei*e pre¬ 
pared to eo-(»])erate in securing an international agreement, and if their 
amendments had been accepted, they would have been willing to diseuss 
the (pjestioii with IiOcal Governments with a view to the adoption of the 
Convention, if possible. Their etforts at compromise were rejected. I 
submit that when W(* go half-way and the otlier side does not meet 
half-way, we are di.scharged from any obligation. I think the House 
know,s me 'well enough to know that I am behind no one in my desire to 
ameliorate the lot of children and it is ju.st for that reason that I obiert 
to this amendment. T would 'submit that our first duty lies to the 
children in noii-regulatcd factories, children who ai’e engaged in splitting 
rice, carpet weaving and making buJis. Until we have dealt with them, 

I submit that it is merely window dre.s.sing to legislate for the children 
in non-industrial em])loyment. We have (juite enough to do. We have 
to utilise all the energy and resources that wo and the Local Governments 
have to solve the question of factors- labour and of labour in non- 
regulated factories. The only assurance 1 can give to the House and I 
give that assurance gladly is that when we have got these two major 
problems out of the way, then we will examine this question further and 
see what can he done. Further than that, I regret, T am unable to go, 
And, I hope that will be sufficient to satisfy my Honourable friend, 
Mr. Jog. 

Mr. 8. G. Jog : I am satisfied with the assurance given by the 
Honourable Member in charge winch, I tliinlv, is quite enough for the 
time being. Therefore, I feel inclined to withdraw my amendment. 

The amendment w^as, by leave of the Assembly, withdrawm. 
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Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shanmukham Chetty) : The 
question is tliat the following Resolution be adopted : 

** Thai this Assembly having considered the Draft Convention and Recom- 
inondntioii concerning the age for admission of children to non-industrial employ* 
tneiit adopted by the International Labour Conference at its Sixteenth Session, 
recomiiunds to the Governor General in Council that he should not rjiti?y the Draft 
CoT'Vention nor accept the Recommendation.” 

Tlie motion was adopted. 


RESOLUTION 1?E AMENDMENT OP RTHvE RELATING TO THE 
CONSTITUTION OP THE COMMITTEE ON PCRLIC A(HT)IINTS. 

Sir Lancelot Graham (Secretary. Legislative Department) : Sir, I 
beg to move the Resolution that stands in my name, which runs as follows ; 

** This Assembly recommends to the Governor General-in-Ooiineil tliat Rule 51 
of the Indian Legislative Rules should he amended so as to provide that when the 
duration of the Ijegislative Assembly is extemled beyond the perioil of three years 
fixed ly section CS-D (1) of the Government of India Act, a new J’ommitteo on 
Public Accounts sliall be constittited a! the eml of the said period of throi* years 
and shall be subject to all th** v*;;istiiig vf' i; !e ol udatiuijf to tlie cousti- 

tulion of the Committee on Public Accounts.” 

Sir, Honourable Members, who are or "who have been meuiliers of 
the Public Aecounts Committee, will bo aware oi* tlie purpt'se of this 
Resolution. Rule f)! of the Indian liOgislative Rules, as it now stands, 
contemplates an arrangement by which ('hanrres are efV(‘cted in the per¬ 
sonnel of the memliers of the Pnbdie Accounts Corninittee from year to 
year. Ibit, Sir, that provision antomatically comes to an end at the 
e>oiiclusion of the third year of t!ie life of the Assembly. The result is 
that if the life of the Assembly is extended by tlie Governor General, 
there is no provision for bringing ne'w Mirod into the Public Accounts 
Committee. Sir, IRembm's of this House are well aware that a message 
was rr‘eeb’ed frfim Tfis- Fyerdbov'-'’ tlw» fb-^’/»rnor Geih r;?] ivdip on ^he 
6th March, intimating that if was his in1»‘ution to extend tin* life of the 
present Assembly. That being stv the (luestion aro>e as t.o wliat action 
we slionld tabe in i*espeet of rule ol of tin* IndinTi Legislative Rules. It 
appe-ared tn us that tliere weco tlp-ee ways of dealing with :his 4piestion, 
but as ILe^ourahte Mmobers l-ave not for the most part got copies of 
the rules in their hands. T do not propose to trouble them with all these 
three ways. Th.«' Publie Account-; Committee were consulted and they 
defiuitely prc!Vr the proposal udiieh we now put before the House which 
i.s that in January next we ‘^hol^^d proceed as if we were a new Assembly 
and should elect a new Puhb> Accounts (Vmmittee and the result will 
be tliat rule ol of the Indian Legislative Rules will then apply and, 
shoidd tiie life of tin* Assembly be extended beyond the year, tlie neces- 
sfiry proportion c.f ^1.. eted IVbuubers will retire as they do now at the 
conclusion of th.e first year of the life of the Legislative Assembly. Sir, I 
move. 

Mr. S. C. Mitra (Chittagong and Riijshahi Divisions ; Non-Muham¬ 
madan Rural) : This is also a recommendation of the Public Accounts 
Committee unanin'ously passed during the last Tiu.*eting. So I sn])port 
this motion. 
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ON PUBLIC accounts. 

Mr. N. B. Ghinjal (Bombay Central Division : Non-Muhammadan 
Bural) : (The Honourable Member, speaking in the vernacular, supported 
the Resolution.) 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shanmukham Chetty) : The 
question is : 

“ This Assembly recommends to the Governor General-in-Council that Buie 51 
of the Indian Legislative Rules should be amended so as to provide that ^vholl the 
duration of the Legislative Assembly is extended beyond the period of three years 
fixed by section 63-D (1) of the Government of India Act, a new Oomuiittee on 
Public Accounts shall be constituted at the end of the said period of tJiroe years 
and shall be subject to all tlie existing provisions of rule 51 relating to the consti¬ 
tution of the Conunittee on Public Accounts.” 

The motion was adopted. 


DEMAND FOR SUPPLEMENTARY GRANT. 

Civil Aviation. 

The Honourable Sir (reorge Schuster (Finance Member) : Sir, I beg 
to move ; 

Tliat a supplementary sum not exceeding Rs. 2,63,200 be granted to the Governor 
General in Council to defray the charges which will come in course of payment <luriug 
the year ending Slst March, 1934, in respect of ‘ Civil Aviation ” 

Sir, on this matter as far as any general explanation is required by 
the HoiLse, my Honourable colleague. Sir Frank Noyce, who is in charge 
of the subject will speak. I only desire to make two points of purely 
financial significance in support of the motion. In the first place T would 
like to explain that the .sum referred to does not represent anything in 
the nature of an increase in the current expenditure of the Government. 
It is compo.sed of two items, an item of Rs. 95,200 which i.s cla.ssified for 
technical purpo.ses as a subsidy to the new air service but which in fact 
only represents tlic remission of certain cu-stoms charges, landing eharges, 
etc. The charges would not be earned unless the serviee operated, and 
we are not out of pocket in any way on account of this arrangement. 
The other part of the sum is a sum of Rs. 1.68,000 which represents the 
Government iuve.stment in the new company of Trans-Continental Air¬ 
ways. That we hope may eventually })rove to be a profitable investment. 
Tt does not represent recurrent expenditure. That is my first point. 
My second point is this that we are moving this motion on the express 
recommendation of the Standing Finance Committee. The Standing 
Finance Committee considered the whole proposal very’’ fully a few days 
ago and approved the propasal. But they put in a special recommenda¬ 
tion that as a payment on account of the subscription to the Trans¬ 
continental Airways had to be made on the 1st October the matter 
should be referred *<o this House before any further financial payment 
was made. Therefore we have followed out that recommendation in 
asking the House to consider this supplementary grant specially today. 
Sir, I move. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shanmukham Chetty) : Motion 
moved ; 

That a supplementary sum not exceeding Bs. 2,63,200 be granted to the Governor 
GeneraJ in Council to defray the charges which will come in course of payment during 
the year ending Slst March, 1034, in respect of ‘ Civil Aviation ” 
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The iScmourabte Bir Frank Nojree (Member for Industries and 
Jiabour) ; Sir, I am very glad indeed that the request—proper i^equest if 
I may venture to say so—of the Standing Finance Committee that this 
demimd should be placed before this House this Session has given me ttiis 
early opportunity of explaining to the House its full significance. I do 
not "think it necessary for my present purpose to delv3 into ancient and, 
perhaps, in view of the long delays involved, I might say rather melancholy 
history, especially as we are, T am convinced, at the dawn of a faj* brighter 
era as far as civil aviation in this countiy is coJicerned. (Hear, hear.) 
But I do wish to remind the House of two salient facts. The first is that, 
for a short perioel from December, 1929, to December, 1931, there was a 
ciiarlered air service between Karachi and Delhi which cost the Government 
of India over 4^ lakhs a year whilst the revenue from it did not exceed 
I\s. oO.OOO a year. J would ask the House to bear those figures in mind in 
consid(^»*ing the arrangements we are now discussing. The second is tlie 
recommendation of the lietrenchment Committee tliat the sc])(‘nie for the 
inauguration of an Indian State Air Service shoidd be held in abeyane*^. 

I.bifortunately, it is not possible to keej) aircraft in ('old stoj'age and 
the aircraft which had been purchased for this service had to he sold at a. 
loss of £13,000 on an outlay of about £ 40 , 000 . When the inangiiratio!i of 
the Indian Air Service was })()st])()ned (it liad not Ixhmi started : tIk* air¬ 
craft f(jr it Jiad merely been purchased), the best that could he done for 
tlie tiJiie being was to contract with the Delhi Plying (*liil) for tin* earriage 
of mails fnmi Karachi to Delhi. Whilst India was practice.Uy standing 
still, (.4her countries w(n*c rn^t idle. T\\c D\\tc.\\ and t\\e VvoAch Air Sov- 
vi(?es weie opc'rating across India and, in the circnmsiances, it was n«)1 nu- 
natnral that important interests in jdaces east of Delhi, Gawnpore, 
Allahabad and es]KHnally Galentta, Ix^gan to g(*t restless and to ask why 
they were denied facilities whieli were Ixdng giveji to Western India, not 
very complete facilities it is true, hut still faeiliti(*s. 

I should ])erhaps remind tlie House that under the Air Convention, 
a coujitry lias tlie right to give or to refus(* permission to the operation of 
an air serviec across its territorial limits but that most couniries, certainly 
all the prominent civilised countries, have given this jierniission. it v.as 
in aci'ordance with this practice tliat permission was given lo die Dutch 
and the Frencli services to operate across India. The question was raised 
why use, could not In* made of these services. A])art from other con¬ 
siderations, it should be obvious, Sir, that if this had b“oii allowed, all 
hope of India having an air service of its ovru would have rec(Hb‘d to the 
dim and distant future. That sums up the position as it stood about 
eighteen montlis ago. A projiosal was being worked out for the extension 
of the Karachi-DeJhi mail service to MogJiaJserai, wdieii the* question became 
of urgent importance owing to tlie fact that Imperial Airways foumi tliciii- 
seives ready to expand their service to Singapore and on to Australia, 
the Australian Government having agreed to bear their part in tin* ex¬ 
tension of that service to that country. As permission to operate across 
India had been granted to the Dutch and the French services, it would 
have been impossible to discriminate against Imperial Airways ; and once 
the Imperial Airways service was in operation, there would have/ been 
nothing for an Indain air service when it started, but the internal mails. 
This being the case, it became a question of great importance to secure 
to India, as large as possible, a share of the air service On this important 
link. It was very fortunate for India that my Honourable Colleague, tlic 
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Leader of the House, was in England last year and that he was willing 
to devote no small part of his very short leave to negotiations with the 
authorities in England to that end. I am sure the House will agree 
that the interests of India could not have been in better hands. (Applause.) 
The result of his efforts—I hope 1 shall convince the House, it will be my 
fault if 1 do not—^tliat they were very successful efforts, ar»f embodied in 
the somewhat colourless terms of the Press Communique which was 
issued (m the 9th May, 1933. The House may wish to refresli its memory 
and I will, therefore, read to it the greater part of that Communique : 

** Ai'r.'mgeineutH have bemi made for the inauguration of an air service lietween 
Karachi and Singapore as a joint enterprise to bo worked by aJi Indian Company 
(India 11 Traiis-Coutinontal Airways, Limited), to be formed as explained below, 
togotlier wiili ]ini»orial Airways, Limited, and simultaneously for the formation of a 
se<‘Oiid Indian Company, Indian National Airways, Idmitcd, for the operation of 
feeder and other services in Northern India. The capital of Indian Trans¬ 
continental Airv/ays, Liuited, will be rujiee capital and wUl be subscribed jointly 
by the Covernineiit of fnrlia, Indian National Airways, Limited and Imperial Airways, 
Limifcd. The directors will be sidected by the shareholders and the majority will be 
Indians. Indian Trans Continental Amvays and Imperial Airways will each provide 
one-half of the tlirt re<iuire<l for the service. Indian Traus-Contineiital Airways will 
enijdoy the largest piTcentage reasonably possible of Indian personnel as soon as 
individuals of the requisite standard are available, ainl Impcri.il Airways will arrange 
for th(» training of a limited number of Indians in their commercial and engineering 
(le])artme!its, while tin* fleet and equipment for Indian National Airways and Indian 
Trt ns IVintineutal Airways are being procured. The arrangement for the joint 
wording of the Jvaracdii-Siiigapore S(»r%dce will continue till the 31st March, l!*.‘>0, 
thf (iate on which tlu‘ existing agreement between Ilis Majesty’s Government aiid 
Tii’perial Airways f<iT the Lngland-India Air ScTv\<-e expires. B/ .m'jins of \\v.^ 
t\a' paTticipatiou of an Indian oowpany employing Indian personnel, n«it 
nMM«dv itj a sorvirc operating within India, but on an iin\>OTtant sectiorv outshle Indui 
(j ;-., j'roiu liMiiMo/in to Singa]tOre i of the Imperial roui.- to .\us,/.t;ia aill h,. aoi uii.*!. 

IfidioM \* timni Air"ay<. Limit'd, will 1m* formed with rupee caj^ital, and ])!ans 
for e,jM*rating cert.^iiii br.ineii services are alre:id\ in preparation.” 

Tlinl. Sir. n'pn'sents tin* outcome of tin* neirotiatioiis. As I explained 
in reply td g «pp's:1ioii a^ked by iny Honourable friend. ]\Ir. (lava I'ra^^ad 
Slnsrli, it! tliis ITon.se a few wetdis aero, the authorised e*i]uta) (d* Indian 
Trai s-(’oiitineiilal Airways is Rs. 10 lakhs of wliieli Imperial Airways hold 
I\s. T).10,000, linlian National Airways Rs. 2,ri0.000 and the Go^'ernmeiit 
of India K’s. 2,40,000, It is to meet the first eall on the Govt'rnm.ent of 
Jndia of Us. 90,000 and the further cal! of K.s. 72.000 whieli will bo re- 
fjuired (luring the current year and al.so tlie cost of certain ciist(»ins and 
other concessions wh.ich tlnw have agreed to grant to Tran«-(h>utinuital 
Airways and to Indian National Airways that this demand has been 
brongfd forward. 

Now, Sir, I wish to dwell for a few minutes on the reasons which Jed 
the Govf'rnment of India to adopt this scheme and to subscribe capital in 
a'jsoeiation with Imperial Airways and Indian Tran.s-ContiiientaI Air- 
wa.v.s. It is perfectly clear that the air service as at present organised 
eonld not he operated without a subsidy. The House knows the financial 
jjo.»*:ition of the Government of India as well as I do and they know that 
the Government of India are quite unable in present conditions t<» subsi¬ 
dise sueh a service. The Government of the Ttnited Kingdom on the other 
hand, are able and willing to provide annually for a period of about six 
years terminating on the 3Ist March, 1939, a subsidy divisibhi between 
tl *v/o companies operating the seryiees. As was stated in the note sup¬ 
plied to tile Standing Finance Committee, the maximum sub.sidy in respect 
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of the Karachi-Singapore service, if a regular weekly service is maintained, 
is £40,000 for the first year of through service to Australia, £30,000 for 
the 2 ik 1 and 3rd year of through service and £20,000 a year for the re¬ 
maining period. These maxima are, it should be noted, allocated in defi¬ 
nite proportions for the various sections of the route. In these cir¬ 
cumstances, 1 trust the House will agree that the Government of India 
would not have been justified in withholding consent to the establish- 
irent of a service which they themselves were not in a position to i)rovide. 
The extension was, in fact, long overdue and the effect of the delay in 
establishing it was being increasingly felt in the form of pressure not 
only, as I have said, from interests in this country but also from the 
foreign services operating over India, in which India had no part and no 
opportunity of taking part. But, even if the Government of India had 
been in a position to revive the project of a State Air Service over the 
Indian jx^rtion of the route, there can be no doubt that such a service, 
lacking as it would liave done the close co-ordination T)rovided by unified 
technical management, would haAe fallen so far short of the cfiiciency 
which will be pro^dded by the present arrangement that it would not 
have offered an acceptable alternative. The fact that the i)resent Trans- 
India service makes it ])ossible to employ a unified fleet from Karachi 
to Singapore, instead of tliere being an Indian section and an extra Indian 
section within those limits, is a factor of the utmost importance. 

I tru.st that the House wdll also agree regarding the desirability of the 
Government of India themselves taking a share in this most important 
sch(*me. By so doing, they have secured a more effective control of the 
develo]orient of air services across India. 1 should perhaps inform the 
House—1 do not know* whether the Standing Finance ("Committee elicited 
the facts in the course of their close cro.ss-examinatioii of the representa¬ 
tives of my Department—that the shares held by Indian Xati(/nal Air¬ 
ways may not be disposed of without the consent of the Government of 
India and further tliat the interests of the Government of India are safe¬ 
guarded by an undertaking that the shares lield by Imperial Airways 
wdll not be disposed of in any manner which would materially change the 
character of the present arrangement. 

Those, Sir, arc the financial considerations. I now' turn for a mo¬ 
ment to other considerations and. from that point of view', the arrange¬ 
ments w'e are now' disciLssing provide benefits to India of very great 
value. Instead of an Indian service growing up independently, in ad¬ 
vance of technical development in this country, and learning by its own 
mistakes to solve the problems which have already been overcome in other 
countries, the Indian participation in Indian Tran.s-Continental Airway.s 
provides for development under the guidance of one of the most experi¬ 
enced air transport companies in the world which has an unsurpassed 
record of efficient and economic operation. Throughout the negotiations 
the Government of India have attached the utmost importance to the em¬ 
ployment and training of Indian personnel and. as the House will hnve 
iobserved from the terms of the communiqu6, I read out just now, the 
arrangements we have made jirovide for these. Again, the advice and 
e.xperiencc of Imperial Airway.s in tlie development of internal services 
will be at the disposal of Indian National Airways, and that is an addi¬ 
tional factor of much significance in the development of Indian aviation. 
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To sum up, Sir, the position is that India is getting » firstrolasE air 
sersdce already worldng, and I think working sat&factoriiy, though the 
Indian elhirate has been Fery fer fran kind it in the Inst few weeks ; if 
is getting^ that service fbr a capital expenditi i re of %. 2,40,(XWy em whieh^ 
as my Honourable colleague the Fmanee Member said just now, we hope 
to get a dividend in due course. In addition to that Rs. 2,40,00f>, there arc 
the concessions that he mentioned in the way of remission of customs anrf 
excise duties and exemption from cer%ih charges for landing, housing, 
wireless and meteorological facilities which are estimated to cost about 
R«. 1,40,000 per annum. As Sir George Sfehuster said, we should not he 
getting the money in any case if the service were not there, but there is a 
further reason why this concession is far more apparent than real. In 
fact, it is set off by a very substantial' benefit. As a result of granting 
these concessions in the form of a subsidy to the Indian Trans-Continental 
Airways, India is regarded by the authorities in England as contributing 
to the England-India-Australia service and is, therefore, permitted to 
settle the charges for the conveyance of Indian air mails on the main ser-^ 
vice in sterling. It has hitherto had to settle these charges in goldw The 
fiiianei^d effeet of this change in the basis of settlement depends of eourse 
on the gold value of the rupee. The payments on the gold basis have in the 
past involved additional payments amounting to more tliaii lakhs of 
riipe(*s per annum over what we should have had to pay if tlie paymenis 
had been made in sterling. The House will observe that the figure of 
Its. 1J lakhs per annum, that we have saved as a result of this change, is 
(‘onsiderably more than the estimated value of the concessions with regard 
to customs and excise duties and the provision of other facilities. As a 
result of the elimination of this extra payment, we have been able to reduce 
Ihe rale of sunjharge on air mail correspondence from India. 

Now, Sir. so far as I am aware, there have been only two 
^ criticisms which have been brought auaimst this 

arrangement. One is the fact that 5.1 per cent, of 
the e;ipital in the Indian Trans-C’ontinental Airways is held by Imptu-ial 
Airways and only 49 per cent, by the Government of India and Indian 
National Air^vays together. It has been contended that it should have been 
the other way round. Tlie answ’er U) this contention is thai the holding 
of 51 f»^r eent. by Imperial Airways was a fundamental condition of the 
wdiole arrangement, specially of the grant of the subsidy, and, if it had 
not been aceej)ted, it would not have been possible to start the service. I 
would remind the House that Indian interests should be sufUciently safe- 
guanled in this matter by the fact that the majority of the Directors of 
Indian Trans-Continental Airways are Indian gentlemen of high stand¬ 
ing who are perfectly competent to look after Indian interests. Let me 
mention tiieir names once again. 1 mentioned them in reply to 
HoBDUrable friend; Mr. Gaya Prasati Singh, the other day, but it is possible 
the Hoiiftf* may have forgotten them. They are Lala Ramsaran Daa, 
("haudhri' ZafEirullah Khan, Lala Badridas €k>enka and Sir Hormusj^ 
Mehta. 

The second criticism is that< Indian ci^>ital ought to be given an 
opportunity of investing in this ioduatey. So far as I am aware, Sir, 
with^ the exeeptiont of the inaugumd;i<m. of the very successful Tata, ser¬ 
vice from Karachi to* Madras, there has been* no indicatiotii of any spe¬ 
cial madiiicBa on the part of Indian capitalistB to come forward and^ in¬ 
vent in civdi; awiataon enterprises; It was noti until the arrangementiB we 
L304LAD T 
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are ilibcussing today had been concluded that suc)i readiness became apj/a- 
reiit. Indian National Airways has attracted capital from \vid(\spre.Hl 
Indian sources. It is now actively in consultation with Government in 
the organisation of feeder air services and otlier air services to serve in¬ 
ternal needs. Plans are beiiip worked out for tin* establislimenl of thvc‘c 
seiwicos : one from Karachi to Lahore for mails, another from (’alcntta 
to Kanfioon to supi)lement the weekly service, ami the third from Gal- 
cutta lo Dacca. It is ho])ed that tJicsc will i)c cstablisl.M-d in jic* early 
future ami 1 understand that Indian Natioiial Airways proprisr. |(» ijiviic 
at)plications from the {uddie for, at any rate. j)art of the eapiUil re¬ 
quired. 11 will thus be clear to the House that so far from iimilimj l!ie 
opportunities foi* iiivestjneiit of Indian capital in India.n civil aviation, 
the present aiTan^cmcnt has already done much to stimulate rlimn. 

There is tme other point with reixard to whieh I shoid<I like to remind 
the ll<>i!se before 1 conelnde. It is a very im])<>rtant point and tiial is that 
these arranjrements are subject t(» the provision that, in ik • (h»v- 

ennnent of the day will be at perfect liberty to recoiisidm* the whoU* 
position. 

J trust, Sir, tliat I iiave ‘iivjm the House all tie* inforimirio?! necessary 
to enable it to jndpfc r^f the incrits of this propositifni. I liav(‘ dealt with 
the matter almost entirely froiu the l)iisin<‘ss aspt‘e1. that I-, from iiie 
I>oint of view of the benefits which India will receive. l»ni then- ar ! 
think other eonsid(*rations of a more intamrihh* nature on which olhor 
speaker.^, more eloquent than I am. may care to (*?dai*«jre. It is no small 
matter that T?i(lja sliould now be in a position to play a worthy pari in an 
rmj)erial enterprise of the first niajrnitnde. 

Mr. 0. S. Ra,nga Iyer (Rohilknnd and K’unarm Divisions : Non- 
Muhammadan Rural) : Sir, 1 be]ir*ve my Honourable Triend. Mr. (Java 
Prasad 8in<xli, will contribute very much to this debate as he has been 
makinf? a special sludy of this f>rohlem. All that 1 want«nl to say 
was this that we are V(‘ry prratrfnl to Government for havinjr taken the 
step that they hav(* taivon in the promolirm r>f <*ivil avialinn. Wo want 
them to "O further and if any suppimt for monel ary conti’ibiitirm by 
Government is necessary from this side of the House, I am perfectly 
certain that such sai)port will not be laekinjr. We want our country 
to be as forward in the matter of civil aviation as any otlier country 
in the world and as the Honourable the previous s])eaker has pointed 
out, the Leader of the House while in Knirland took ev(u*y opportunity 
that came in his way to push forward tlie scheme the befriiininf^s of 
jyhich we are seeinf^ in this demand for supplementary *rrant. No 
country in the world, at any rate f(*w countries in the world, present 
the same facilities for civil aviation as India does. In a land of long 
distances the promotion of inter-provineial aviation is very necessary, 
so that our President Triay sometimes be able to fiy to Goimbatore for 
a week end dinner and come back to preside here in good time. And 
the Leader of the European Group Sir Leslie Hudson who has heavy 
work in Bombay will not constantly complain of delaying tactics on 
this side of the House as he can descend down to Bombay and come back 
to take part in the proceedings of this House. Sir, we want that the 
distance between the north and south of India should shrink as the 
distance between India and Great Britain has shrunk ; and I hope and 
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trust that the 10 lakhs of rupees of which the Honoorable Sir Frank 
Noyce spoke will be multiplied many times so that India will be behind 
no country in the world in the matter of civil aviation. (Applause.) 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh (Muzafiarpur cum Ohamparan: Non-Muham¬ 
madan) : Sir, 1 welcome the inausruration of the Indian Trans-Conti¬ 
nental Airways operating from Karachi to Calcutta, and, further on, to 
Singapore, in tlic near future ; and I am obliged to the ILonourable 
Member in charge for the very f?ill information which he has given on 
this subject to the House. The Cemual Purposes Rotreuchment Com- 
mitte(^ has d<»nc very valuable work in the matter of finding out avenues 
for retrenchment in the publie expenditure of India ; but there were 
two nM'ommeudations of that Committee with wliich I never agreed, and 
1 gave ex]>ression to my views on the floor of the House on a former 
occasion --one was their propos.Ml to stop the State Hroadcasting 
Service* in India—that |)roposal was after all not given eifect to, and 
We art' liaving the broadcasting system in this country w’hich, I hope, 
in course of time will flourish and will jmoduce a very wholesome 
eifect, which the system is ijitended to produce. The other recommenda¬ 
tion. with whicli I disagreed was tlie proposed curtailment in civil 
aviation in this country. 

A.s ijiy Hononral)le 1‘riend. Mr. Kanga Jyer, has pointed out. India 
is a cont)try whicli is pecnliariy appropriate for the purpose of civil 
aviation. It is a country ot‘ long distances where it is very (iifiicult to 
travel from one place to a nothin* for luisy men except by means of the 
aerojdaiie, which 1 ho|)(‘ will liecome a common feature in the daily life 
of this country in. eoursi* of time. I find from the paper which has been 
(urculated to us lliat tin* aiulnuMsed capital of the Company agreed to 
by the (JovernmenI of India is Rs. 10 Inkhs of which Ks. four lakhs has 
hf cii called up. and Rs, three lakhs will he called up on the extimsion of 
the air servi(*e b<‘yond Calcutta about the 1st October, T do not 

know vvhetlier this aurhorised capital of Rs. 10 lakhs is quite sufficient 
for the purpose.s which v/e have in view. and. as suggested by my 
Honourable friend on my right, if necessary the share of (4overnraent 
in this (bimpany should h(‘ increased in the near future if required ; and 
Y/e in this part of the House will not grudge any legitimate expendi¬ 
ture whicli may he incurred in eounectiou with the development of 
civil aviation, in this coiuitry. There is only one point to which T. should 
like to draw attention and tliat is with regard to the employment of 
Indian personnel. That is a point wliich has been kept in view by the 
Government and my Honourable friend. Sir Frank Noyce, has also just 
now re])eated the promise of the Government that the subject of the 
em])loyment of Indians as officers will be steadily kept in view. There 
are many other Departments of Government iu which Indians have been 
kept behind, and the excuse which has been pleaded is that we have not 
got the necessary training or experience to take charge of those Depart¬ 
ments. Here, fortunately for us, civil aviation is a branch of national 
activity which is still in its infancy, and it is quite up to the Government 
to train Indians so that they may he able to occupy almost all positions 
as officers from the very beginning of this service. T must here also put 
on record my appreciation of the way in which the Delhi Flying Club has 
been carrying on the work of conveying mails between Karachi and 
Delhi during the period they have’been in charge of that branch of the 
LS04LAD r2 
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Mak; Bsiidng this period: they have been doing th-eir work witk tha^ 
ntnuMt efitciency and with remarkable regoltirity of seryice. 

Trhere is one point on which 1 should Like to have some information 
fromi the Honourable Member. 1 remember, while in the Standing 
iVoiance Committee, we were told that there were four aeroplanes 
whiah! had been purchased by the (lovernment of India before there was 
any talk of curtailment in the scope of civil aviation. There were fou» 
aeroplanes of the “ Avro Ten tj’pe—I remember one was presented 
to Ikia Excellency the Viceroy. 

Dr. Zlauddin Ahmad (United Provinces Southern Divisions : 
Mnhanimadan Rural) : There Avere five in all. 

ICr. Gaya Prasad Singh : Two were sold off at a considerable loss : 
I should like to know what iuis become of the others. 

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce : T cannot tell tiie Honourable 
Member off-lia:id. I am not quite sure hoAv many there were altogether : 
my Honourable friend, Sir doseph Hhorc, knows the tacts better than 
I do. But if there were four, one was transferred to His Excellency the 
Viceroy, and the other three were sold : the total loss, as ] mentioned 
in my speech, was about £13,000. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : So, as 1 was saying, with regard to the 
development of chdl aA’iation, the scheme which has beem |>rcs(*nted to 
this House is a satisfactory one, and T think the House should accejd the 
proposal before us. I should also express our sense of appreciation that 
we have got a majority of Indian Directors on the Company, and also 
that the Company has been floated with rupee capital. With these few 
words, I heartily support the motion. (Cheers.) 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : Sir, this question was carefully examined by 
the Standing Finance Comniittee. T myself went into all the details and 
I was very unhappy about tlie distribution of shares 49 and 51 : 1 very 

much wanted that our share should have been 51 or at least half and 
half, but, considering the enormous advantages that we get other'.use in 
th(‘ number of Indian Directors ;js also in the promises about Ihe training 
of Indians and in the saving of expenditure that we w^ere incurring, I 
thought that it was the best possible arrangement that could be made, 
and 1 could not think of anything better. But there were two thinga 
w^hieh really troubled our minds, and 1 do not mind mentioning them on 
the floor of the House. One w'as that T thought the Finance Committee 
could not take the responsibility of giving their final consent to it and 
this for two re.'isons : in tlie first place this is a question of new policy 
and I thought the Assembly should have a chance of expressing its 
opinion : the second reason avhm that the opinion of the Retrenchment 
Committee was very definite about it, and 1 thought that the onJj^ body 
which could go against that opinion was this House and not the Standing. 
Finance Committee. For these tw-o reasons I myself insisted tliat the 
Assembly should have an opportunity to discuss this matter before the 
amount: was actually paid and not merely as a post mortem examina¬ 
tion. I am veay glad that the Finance Micmber gave an opportunity tq 
tiia fTonse to* express an opinion. The second^ thing about which. I waa 
TOiy unhappy was^, what would happen im the yean 1939,. that whem 
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the contract ceases 1 I iniEisted in the CJommrttee and I insist now lAiat 
the Assembly and the Finance Committee, whatever dt laay be Item, 
ahould have a^fuU c>ppoi*tunity to express their opinion, and no transac¬ 
tion should be made behind their backs, and there should be no extension 
of time without the explicit permission of the Assembly that may be in 
existence at the time. I know very well that most of the money would 
be spent on tlie -j^ound, etc., which nobody can take away from India. 
That will all be permanent in this country, but the only things which 
can be taken away are the aeroplanes which, b(dng in a dilapidated condi¬ 
tion, may not fetch a good price. Therefore, the major portion of the 
value of those things will remain in our possession. We will be in a very 
fortunate j)osition to dictate our own terms, but 1 do insist that in 19‘d9, 
when we come to consider the whole position, the then Assembly should 
be given an opportunity to express an opinion before any final action is 
taken by the Government. With these few words, Sir, 1 support the 
motion. 

Mr. N. R. Gtinjal (Bombay Central Division : Non-Muhammadan 
Rural) : (The Honourable Member spoke in the vernacular.) 

BIr. Muhammad Muazzam Sahib Bahadur (Noi*th Madras : Muham¬ 
madan) : Sir, 1 have only got one or two obspr\'ations to make. The 
iioaourable the Finance Member has just now^ said that this arrange¬ 
ment of the remission of the customs duties would not cause any loss 
to this country, hut I could not exactly follow his line of argument. 
Would he be prepared, T ask, to extend the same concession to any other 
enterprise which is positively beneficial to this country if such an 
enterprise is set up in India 1 Would he go the length of remitting 
the customs dnti<?s which that enterprise would have to pay but for the 
express remission in the shape of a subsidy ? As a matter of fact, when 
i endorsed my approval to the demand as a member of the Standing 
Finance Committee, i really thought that I was right in taking that step 
well knowing that we were going to be a party to something like ninety 
thousand to a lakh of rupees being forgone in the next five or six years, 
and I thought that, after six years, smme other arrangement would be 
come to which would go a great way in reducing this remission of 
customs duty. 

Then, Sir, the next point to which I would invite the attention of 
the Honourable the Finance Member is that, although the Government 
of India arc contributing 24 per cent. Inwards the capital of the Indian 
Trans-Continental IVirways, and although the right has been given to the 
Indian National Airwaj*^ to nominate two members on the Board of 
Directors, how is it that the Government of India have nominated only 
one member to represent the Government of India on the Board t 
That is my objection so far as the composition of the Board is concerned. 
There are four members nominated on the Board of Directors by th« 
Imperial Airways, two by the Indian National Airways, and only one 
by the Government of India, although the difference in the matter of 
-contribution of shares is only one per cent, between the Government of 
India and the Indian Nation^ Airways. The Indian National Airways 
contribute 25 per cent, and the Government of India contribute 24 f>er 
cent., but is that any reason, Sir. that the difference of one per coslt. 
ahoold bring about ouch a iaige differenbe m the right of the Gmeno- 
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ment of India that it can nominate only one member and not two mem¬ 
bers on the Board of Directors ? These are the only two points that 
struck me. 

Then, as regards the point raised by my friend, Mr. Gaya Prasad 
Singh, I should like to draw his attention to paragraph 3 of the conv 
munique where it expressly states that tlie Indian Traiis-C'ontineritiil 
Airways will employ the largest percentage reasonably possible of 
Indian i>ersonnel as soon as individuals of the requisite standard are 
available. 

Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh : 1 have already said so in my spet‘ch. 

Mr. Muhammad Muazzam Sahib Bahadur : But I Ihonglit my Friend 
had some doubts as regards the Tndianization of tiie personnel. 

There is one other malter. Sir. to AvViieh 1 should like t(> invite tht 
attention of tlie House, and that is about the procedure. Sir. I have 
found in some cases, and, particularly, in the presemt ease, the procedure 
adopted by some of the Dt'partinents of th(‘ Government of India in 
placing their projiosals before the Standing Finanee (U)mmitt(‘e (unbodied 
in the shape of deman^is is not what one would in fairness d(*sire. An 
a matter of fact, in the present case, negotiations have been going on 
between the Governnumt of India and the Imperial Airways for a very 
long time, and decisions were reached a ft*w months ago. Sir we know 
nothing about tlie negotiations, and ve knew nothing about the deei- 
sion, and then the (Jovecnnuuit of India, to iTnj>lenient t!i(‘ decision 
w’iiich they had arriv(‘d at. made an aetiia! payiruuit wiihout our 
knowledge oF about a lakh ol’ ra]ie»*s. (»r probably leort*. Hv(‘n at tha.t 
stage we were r;o( iuroi*nied of what had take)i plarf-. Tlu ri an agree¬ 
ment was reaehed betwe(ui the Government of India and tho Indian 
Trans-Continfuital Airways tluat tin* Gov(;rnrrient of India s}if>uld grant 
a subsidy to the eoncern in the shajK* of a remission of eustoins duties 
on p<‘1roj, on aeroplanes and spares. We knew notliing about this 
agreement either. As a matTer of I'aet, the remis.si<»n was giv(‘n and tJie 
subsidy was granted on floor owf! re.sponsibility. I’hen tin* first time 
we were apprised of the .s1e])s that had been taken was when ihere was 
a call on the Government of India after the allotment of shares wa^ 
made. I believe even that call has been paid, and, now, when the second 
call has to be paid, they eorne to ns. T think that in matters which 
involve payments of this type, the proper procedure woidd he that 
the proposals sliould lu- phoned before the Standing Pinanee fVjmmittef 
in the initml stares and tho Government of India should not delay doing 
so for such a loner time until the whole thing had almost developed fully. 
I think if the Standing Finance Committee is to carry out its functions 
as indicated at the time it was first set up, the Finance Member will 
kindly see to it that the procedure which they have adopted in the 
present ease is once for all given up. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : Sir, I only wish to deal with 
two or three points which the last speaker has raised ; otherwise this 
has been a satisfactory debate, a debate of almost complete agreement. 
My Honourable friend raised three points. First of all, as regards the 
exemption from customs duties, T do not want my Honourable 
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friend to draw any implications from what I said. All that I said was, 
in order to explain the financial significance of this particular proposal 
to the House, that as far as the so-called subsidy was concerned it did 
not represent a real outgoing in cash, it merely represented a foregoing 
of receipts which we would not otherwise have had. But I would 
remind my IIoriouraMe friend that the point made by Sir Frank Noyce 
was that by giving this nominal subsidy the Government of India do 
secure a much better arrangement as regards charges paid for the 
carrying of mails, an arrangement which on the present gold value of 
the rupee actually means a saving,—a real saving—^t.o us of about 
Hs. 1^5 lakhs a 3 ’(?ar, so that we get something very substantial in 
return. 

Then, my Ilonoiiralde friend raised the point as to why there was 
eiily one Government Director. We do not feel that the actual number 
o!' Directors matters very much. We have one Government Director 
vvtio eatj represent the Government point of vicnv and who can keep 
us informed of what is going on. The point wliieh. impressed us most 
was Hint I he majority of the Directors from whatovtu’ side tliey came 
\\'e]*e to be Indians. T would also remind the House that in addition to 
the Government Tbreetor we have made arrangements according to 
w’hieh the Director of Civil Aviation w'ill be entitled to attend the 
rn(*e|ings of the Board. Therefore, 1 think the House may nst assured 
tiiat file Government wall be wadJ represented in all discussions. 

Lastly, my Honourable Friend voiced a complaint as to the delay in 
putting this pro{)osal liefore the Standing Finance Committee. As 
regards that, strictly interpreting uur duties and our position loy 
Honourable friend is pcrFcetly rigid, and I sliould be the last X)ers'ui 
1(» desire to defend any delay in placing matters before the Standing 
Fiiiane(‘ Committee. My Honourable friend will realis(* why I should 
he the last j)erson to do that because W’e so frequently, acting as a (’om- 
n. it tee, have to wliip up the def)artnients of the Government of India 
into ])utting forward tlieir proposals in good time. But one lias to take 
int<» ae<*ount the practical situation, the practical difficulties. This 
arraugeirient. I think 1 am correct in saying, w'as not actually reduced 
to a form in which we could put it before the Standing Finance* (/Ojii- 
mittee until after the Standin^.r Finance Committee coueliide$l Ls sittings 
during the Delhi Session. It came up bctw’oen tlie tw’o Sessions, and 
wo did really take tlu* Hr'^l possitde opport iiivity after Ih.is lU'oposal had 
been worked out For putting it bef(u*e the Staiuling Finauee Committee. 
But I quite agree that some sort of ])reliminarv notice niighd 'have been 
given lo the Standing FinaiU'c Committee in the course of the T)eihi 
Session. I am .sure that my iloiiourablo ‘olleague. Sir Fraul: Xoyee, will 
agro(‘ and lake note of the point as regards fuiiiia* ifrojioj-.als of this 
kind. W(‘ are only loo anxious to give the Staridiug Finauee Committee 
an opportunity to consider all proposals of this kind before actual 
decisiojis arc taken. 

The only other point to wdiieh I may.refer is that my Thuumrable 
friend. Dr. Zianddin Ahmad, told us that he insisted or. eorSaiu things 
being done i!> 1039. There, again, speaking on belialf of my colleague 
in the Fndustries and Labour Department, I feel sure lie ''viP agree to 
leave a note on record which will be brought to the attention of the 
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Prime Minister of India in 1939 (Laughter), and I have little doubt 
tiiat, i1; he is not my Honourable friend himself, the Prim^ Minister will 
give due weight to those considerations on which my Honourable friend 
has insisted. (Laughter.) 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shaniiiukham Chetty) : The 
question is : 

‘ ‘ That u supplementary sum not exceeding Rs. 2,63,200 be granted to the Uovernor 
Goiionil in Council to defray the charges whicJi will come in course of payment tin ring 
the year ending Slst March, 1W34, in respect of ‘ (’ivil Aviation 

The motion was adopted. 


BEPOliT OF THE PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COIMMITTEE. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster (Finance Member) : Si:-, I 
beg to move : 

That the Report of the Public Accounts Committee on the Account's of l:>3(>- 
31, Parts 1 and Tl, be lakeii into considrrat.on and tliat tlie Assimilily fW» ap|»:dv' tin' 
expenditure of Rs. 25,388 incurred in 1930-31 representing the share of the ijovern- 
meiit of India on behalf of the Centrally Administered Art?ae of the cost of jn.jtcriajs 
purchased for locust operations, ui that yosir. ’ ’ 

In the ordinary course this motion would have simply consisted 
of the first one and a half lines, but for particular reasons it has been 
necessary to add the second part of the motion. If any Honourable 
Member Ls interested in the technical reasons for doing this lie will 
find them explained in paragraphs 30, 31 and 32 of Volume J of the 
Public Accounts Committee’s Report on the Accounts of 1930-31, and 
in paragraph 29 of Part TI of that Report. It is a quite simple* iioiiit. 
According to the rules of procedure that exist at present there is some 
difficulty in dealing with an excess grant Vhere that relates to what s 
technically a new service. The formula which we have ad()])ted was 
settled after consultation with you. Sir, and T trust that Honourable 
Members will be satisfied with the procedure which we are adopting. 
Otherwise I have nothing to say on this motion except to expiess an 
apology*- that it has come before the House so late. But IJouourabl " 
Members who have sat through the number of days occupied In 
legislative business during the last two Sessions will realise how Jitlie 
time there has been and how much urgent business there has been, 
which has meant a delay in bringing forward this matter. Tliis 
particular Resolution for the consideration of the Public Ae.eouids 
Committee was one in which the House took very considerable interest 
before we adopted this procedure but I regret to say that sinee we 
adopted it, the Resolution has become what T might describe as th^ 
Cinderella of Government business, which lias always been crowded 
out by her ugly sisters. If any Honourable Member has any T)oint to 
raise on the Report of the Public Accounts Committee, I should be very 
pleased to deal with those points in reply. 

Mir. President (The Honourable Sir Shanmukham Chetty) : Motion 
moved : 

“ That the Report of the Public AccountB Committee on the Accounts of 1930- 
31, Parts I and II, be taken into consideration and that the Assembly do approve tliu 
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Axponditure of Bs. 25|388 incurred in 1930-31 xepiBiaQtiiilf the ehsn otf 4he Gofon^ 
Wat of India on behalf of the Oentiallj Administered Areas of the cost of materials 
pdrciiased for locust operations, in that jear.” 

Dr. SauddiB Ah»ad (United Provinces Southern Divisions : 

firur^) : May 1 suggest that the consideration of this 
be postponed till the November Session. My reason is, if the Honour¬ 
able the Leader of the House agrees that the report on the Reserve 
Bank Bill will be laid before the House on the 13th November, dis¬ 
cussion eannot take place before the 20th. We will, therefore, have 
a week, and some time may be found for discussing this report. I, 
therefore, suggest that the discussion on this reimrt may be postponed 
till the November Session. 

Tha Honourable Sir George Schuster : We on the Government side 
would have been very glad to take account of the suggestion of my 
Honourable friend, but it is more than probable that there will be other 
business of an urgent nature to occupy the House during those few 
days which will be available at the beginning of the special Session. 
We also think, and, T believe, yon. Sir, will support me in this, that it 
is desirable that in the fir.st week the sittings of this House should be 
limited in order that Honourable Members may have time to study 
the report of the Select Committee on the Reserve Bank Bill. T would 
also remind my Honourable friend that this particular motion has been 
already delayed and, before we know where Ave are, Ave shall be faced 
with the necessity of considering the report of the Public Accounts 
Committee on the Accounts for 1931-32. I would suggest to my Honour¬ 
able friend that we take advantage of such time as is aA^ailable nor 
and that we disj)ose of tliis very much delayed Resolution once for 
all. 

Hr. Abdul Matin Cbaiidhiii7 (Assam : Muhammadan) : We are 
T»ow diaeusaing the accounts of the year 1930-3] and most of the Honour¬ 
able Members must have forgotten what Avas said in the report 
presented some time ago, but in the proceedings of the year we are 
now dit^eussing, there was a very important departure from the 
proceedings of the preA'ious years. Tn that year, for the first time, 
three non-official Members w^ere elected to serve on the Military Accounts 
CommittfHi to examine them in detail, and 1 understand that in the 
beginning the military authorities were a little bit suspicious of the 
arrangement, but T hope they found afterwards that the Members of 
the Assembly were not such villains as they are painted to be. We, on 
our part, were impressed Avith the straightforAvardness with which the 
military witnesses gave evidence before us and the readiness Avith Avhieh 
they acknowledged their mistakes and agreed to rectify them. Speak¬ 
ing from the point of view of aex.*uraey of aceount^s and control of ex¬ 
penditure, I think we can say that the military accounts are on a par 
with the ciAril Recounts. 

There is, however, one item of expenditure in the accounts of the 
year under review in which the House might feel intere&ted. I am 
referring t-o the expenditure en the Indian-Territorial Force. Tn that 
year, the Finance Department sanetioned 15 lakhs of rupees for the 
expansion of the Indian Teiritroria! Force. The Army Department 
could not find it possible to spend the full amount and they surrendered 



1910 ijiaiSLATiVE ASSEMBLY. {SOth Sbpt. 1996. 

' [Mr. Abdul Matin Chaudhury.] 

five lakhs to the Finance Department. This raises a very important 
issue, namely, the attihide of the Army authorities with regard to the 
expansion of tlie Indian Territorial Force. It was started with a very 
ambitious object—of giving opportunities for military training to what 
are known as the iion-martial races. It was said that they would 
form the noncleus of the citizen ariny ef India, so that a self-governing 
India may bo in a ])osition to undertake the responsibility for defence, 
but this original objective seems to have receded into the background 
and the army authorities are now giving it ste'])-motherly trc'atment. 
Instead of spending tin* money on the expansion of the Territorial 
Forces, they Imve siirrendeivvl the mo?n»y to tlie Finance Department, 
while there is a growing demand in India for the expaasion of the 
Territorial Force. While attending ;; meeting of the Aligarh TTniver- 
sity ('’omocation, the Vice-Chancellor Mr. Rfiinshotham, I heard 
(•(unplain that they could not raise the Aligarh detaehment of the 
University Ti’aining C\)rp‘«: to a (^»mpany on a<*connt ol* lack (.f* fund*', 
though there Avas plenty of keenness and pl(*nty of material available. 
If tlie Indian Tcriitorial Forci* has m^t Ikmmi as po]n]lar as was ant’- 
eipated. and if there are difnculties in the way. th(‘ military aiifhoriti r 
sliould look into the matter and try to remove those defects. 

I now come t<> tin* questioi! of tin* Twists and 'rel(*graphs Depart 
mont. Til i*ega.rd to tin* nM-onuinnidatioiiN niadi* by the Committee ov'*r 
Avliicl) my friend. Sir Cowasji .bdiangir. presided. tli(‘ (lovennm nt 
decision Avas communicated to us this year and Ave found that tlie Covi'ni 
ment only aecepti'd some minor and sidisidiary r(*commendations and 
the most important recomm<‘ndation about fin* const it iitiou of the 
Capital Aecouut and the Depr(*ciation Fund Avas rejected by the Oor 
eruiiient of India. Honourable l^Iembers might remember that, in the 
year 1924-20, the accounts of the Postal De])artnn‘nt Averc commer¬ 
cialised. It Avas decided tliat the ca|)ita] at charge of the department 
should represent the depreeiated Aalue of the assets and that the 
depreciation fund should he started Avith nil balance, and arrears of 
depreciation should be mel from ca]ntal advances. Sir (V»wnsw 
Jehangir’s Committee recommended that they shonlrl start n Deprecia¬ 
tion Fund with 875 lakhs as balance, tliat being tin* amount »>f acerncf* 
depreciation in 1925. They also re^^*omniended that eapital at charge 
should represent the original value and not the depreciati**! value of the 
assets. If til is recommendation had been accepted, the result would 
have been that the Po'^tal DepartnmTtt Avould ho yiaying interests at H..*! 
per eent. up to the year 1917 and at +he current rate for tlie other y(‘ars 
for their capital borrowing, and Avcnild havo (*arned interest ai the 
current rate for their Depreciation Fund balances. 

NdAv. Sir, the (lifference betAveen the interest they would have paid 
and the interest that they 'would have earned would have been a gain to 
this Department. Oovernment rejected it on the ground that its position 
is anomalous, but T have not been able to understand where the anomaly 
lies. IIoAAever, the Government have made their decision and it is no 
use discussing it any further. I only bring this to the notice of the 
House the prospect of the Postal Department balancing its budget 
seems to be as distant as ever. 
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I Avant to pay a few words about the Railway Department also. The 
Honourable the Commerce Member said in his budget speech tliat he was 
going to appoint a Committee to inquire about the rate of contribution 
to the Depreciation Fund and the question of assumed life of the existing 
assets. AVe of the T’ublic Accounts Committee have been agitating on this 
point for a long time. Wc now find that adversity has forced upon the 
Railway authorities the wisdom of accepting our recommendation which, 
in tlic?ir spendthrift days, they used to ignore. There is one asi)ect of 
Railway finance to which 1 wish to draw the attention of the Honourable 
the C'ommerce Member. There is a tendency on the part, of the Agents 
of some of the Itailways to throw more of the expenditure on the capital 
than on rcAcnin*. Hiidor the rule of allocation, cafutal bears the cost of 
new work, additional rolling stock, etc., ■while ordinary renewals and 
replaceirients are met from revenue. The Railway Agents take advantage 
of rh(‘ inter|)retation of this rule to throw on ('i'})ital wd^at should be met 
from revenue. This is what tin* Auditor General remarked in tlii«; 
connection : 

“ Tliori* is u Jastifu-ation f(»r iiolicvirig Ihut the i>rcsent rules Ic.'el to "onsitlpratil® 
inilatioji of the (.’apititl Account and if the financial po.-ition of the lOillways are not 
to he pre.ju.H»‘('d it is oereasarv to as<*ert:tiri the truth in eonneetion with Ihis matter 
and to lake necessary measures for the future.” 

1 should like to give a few instances to show liow capital expenditure 
has been iticreased out of all proportion to gross earnings. Take the 
Great Indian Peninsula Raihvay. T-n tiu* year 1918-19. the total capital 
outlay was (>7 crores. Ten years la.ter, that is, in the year 192S-29. it was 
Ilf) cf'iM -. The (npital outlay was increased by 71 per eetit. wdiereas 
tin* {'ai'iiings were increased (udy by nbf.'Ot 30 ])er cent. Again, take 

the Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railway. In the year 1918-19. 
tlie total (aj)ital outlay ■\vas 25 erore< and, in the year 192S-29. it was 50 
erores. The capital outlay was increased by TOO per cent, while the gross 
ej.rniiigs wert* increased l)y about 28 per cent. only. Now, let ns contrast 
tills w'di the Nizam’s Guaranteed Raihvay. During these 10 years, the 
Ciijut'd outlay increased by 12 ]>er cent, and the gross earnirv;>s V)y 44 
pel- cent. This. T fhir'ik, corrohorates the* remark of the Auditor Gen'U'al 
tliat there has nor ]ieen a disproportionate growth of the capital outlay 
wliich is not reflected in increased earning capacity and tl]is is a matter 
whicl) re(juires careful coiisideration. 

Mr. S. 0. Mitra. (Chittagong and Ra.ishabi Divisions : Xon-Muham- 
madan Ihiral) : Sir, at this time of the day and at the fag end of the 
Session, I do not like to take iniieh time, yet, I think, it is my diilv to draw 
the a1l<*ntion of the TTon.se to some of the remarks made In- the Public 
Accounts Committee. 1 shall be glad to hear from Government what they 
have to say on these matters. Tl is admitted that the accounts in other 
departnmots have much imjmoved during the course of these years. But, 
in, the report on page 8, the Coinmitt.ee had made it clear that they could 
not vspeak so highly of the l^ostal Department. This is whaf they have 
said : 

** Our view in regard to the Posts ar,,! Telegraphs Department is uc»t, lu.wcver, 
so favourahle as the detailed appropriation accounts indicate that there is still 
groat room for iniorovoment in the methods and practice of financial control. We aro 
infoDuorl by the Director (leneral of T’ost' and Telegraphs that steps have alreadr 
been taken to remove the defects in the existing procedure of financial ctmtrol. This 
Accountant Oeneral. Posts and Telegraphs, has undertnken at our instance to bring 
to lioticr in his subsequent reports whether the steps now taken have led to tbo 
ir-provements hoped for.” 
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Skiefe then, JSir, we had the o^a;$ion to pass through ;ahpifhWi* 
priation report of this Committee and uhfortiinately we find therein that 
tiu |)(>!^ilion is not far better. Even as aarly as 1923/ the Incheape 
Conuitittee said that the system of accounts in the Postal Departtnent was 
far li'cou satisfactory and they recommended that there should be a special 
fiiiiiuciul adviser attached to this Department. So far as 1 remember^ the 
present Director General, Sir Thomas Kyan, was the first Financial 
Adviser Put when he appeared before the Public Accounts Committee 
this year, he said that during tlie period, he acted as the Financial Adviser 
he had to do more secretariat work and very little financial work. And 
the present incnmbent of the post, Mr. Varma, who is also a very competent 
officer, had to complain before the Committee that he had no stall. Perimps 
ho had only his chaprasi and none else to help him. The House will desire 
to know from the Department what stei)s they have taken since this report 
to see that the system of accounts in the Postal Department may iinjirove 
in the future. 

Tlien I pass on to another question that deals with the large 
stock of (|uinine in the Department of Education, Health and Lauds. 
'I'iiis mat ter also had been corning before the Committee for coiisid<‘rati(jii 
from year to year since 1926 when we dealt with a large stock of quinine 
valued at more than 50 lakhs of rui»ees. The Public Accounts (’ommittee 
rtijeatrdly drew' the attention of the Government the fact that, even in 
the shape* of interest, we were losing between two to three lakhs (>f j'upees 
every year. The Committee said that as public health was a prm'incial 
transferred subject. Government should take steps to see ho^w to dispose of 
this very big stock of quinine. So far as we know, the Central Govern- 
nient a])j>roached the Local Goveriunents as late as 12th March, 1932. 
Although it is now a year and half, we do not still know whether they 
have been able to dispose of the large stock of quinine or not. In the 
euiTCiit year’s report also, the Public Accounts Committee drew' particular 
attention to this fact and the Department a*s iLsual sjiid that they were 
taking the nece.ssary steps and might be able to dispose of this large stock 
in tlie near future. I should like to know from the Government as to 
what is the exact position with regard to this large surplus stock of quinine 
valued at more than 50 lakhs. Another question that was j)articularly 
noted w»as with regard to the stores balance. I quote from page 9 of the 
report which says : 

“ We observe from the appendix for tlie year 1930-31 liiat the balanees of sioeks 
of stores held by the various commercial coneems on tbp 31st March, 1981, wore still 
unfluly higli. We were assured by thj departmental witnesses that the stores balaneoi 
were being elos-ely watched and reduced wherever possible. For example in the 
mathematical instrument office, Calcutta, home indents have been entirely suspended 
and maniifacnire is being reduced by short time employment of workmen. The 
mnintenance of excessive stocks involves the taxpayer in a two-fold loss : There ii 
the loss of interest on cnpitnl unnecessarily locked up and therd is the further loss 
arising from the danger of the stores becoming obsolete and having to be disposed 
of at a sacrifice later. 

1 should like to hear from Government what steps they have taken 
as regards these large stores balance and how far the condition haa 
improved by this time. 

Further on, at page 11, the Committee again deals with the Depart- 
awnt^ of Posts and Telegraphs. It was found that the Department was 
working at a deficit and the Director General suggested that in the ntak 
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future there was a chance for this Department balancing its assets and 
liabilities. 1 should like to quote from the report. It says : 

*' But we obtained from the Director eNmcral, Posts and Telegraphs, a memo- 
hind am giving air up-to-date' survo}' of the general position and* prospects of tMe 
(iepartmeiirr. The commercial Ibss which amounted to Be. 91 Lukhs in 1930-31 ia 
etkpeeted. to- come down to about Re. 52 lakhs in the current year and the Directo* 
General is convinced tliat with the return to reasonably normal conditions tne Depart- 
intmt \v(tulil very soon be working again at a profit. The latest information now 
ffi'axiablc ip, as observed by the Auditor General, not such as to justify optimism or 
to- warrsint relaxation of effort on the part of Government. We do not agree with the 
Accountant General that the year 1930-31 might be taken as closing an jinj)ortaiii 
ebapt^'r in the liistor>’ of the deparlincnt and ’vc eaniiot agree to bo .satisfied except 
by tfio test of actual results.” 

TJie actual re.sults proved that our anticipations were correct and not 
the auticipationa of the Director General. It is re.'illy a defiifit budget 
a ml perhaps it will continue for a long time to be a deficit budget, I mean 
the j)ostal budget. We should like to hear from the Honourable Member 
in cliarge how he thinks he would realise his expectations that tlie postal 
budget "A’ill be a lialanced budget. 1 do not want to weary the House any 
fuTtlier, but my Honourable friend, Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad, will speak on the 
raihvay budget. 

Mr. T. N. Bamakrishna Reddi (Madra.s ceded Districts and Chittoor: 
g Non-Muhammadan Rural) : Sir, at this stage, I should 

like to raise a point of order whether this Itesolution is 
in oi’der or not, because, in one and the same Resolution, two things are 
combined and put uj) for the consideration of this House. The first part 
of the Resolution Ls with regard to the consideration of the report of the 
Public Accounts Committee of 1930-31, and the second part is a demand 
for grant for a certain expenditure. Sir, it looks to me that it is some¬ 
thing like what we call in law, misjoinder of caiLses of action That 
is how it appears to me. The object of any motion, as 1 understand it, 
is to concentiyite the attention of the House or to concentrate the atten¬ 
tion of the Member to a certain particular question involved in it. But, 
in this Resolution, there are two separate and independent things that 
are being coupled in one and the .same Resolution. So, T .should like to 
draw the attention of the (^hair so that we may have a ruling on the 
matter. In this Resolution, vriih regard to the first part, we may accept 
tin* report of the Public Accounts Committee, but with regard to the 
se^cond part, we may reject tlie grant. We can’t ac(*e]>T one 

part of the Resolution and reject the other part. My diffi¬ 

culty is that two distinct matters are involved in one and the same Re¬ 
solution and so I want a ruling from the Chair whether this is correct. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shanmukham Chetty) : The 
Chair quite realises the difficulty with which the Honourable ]^^erabe^a 
might be faced at the time when the question is put. But they should realise 
that when the motion is put to the vote, it is open to the Chair to split 
up the motion into two or three parts and put each part separately so 
that Honourable Members will have the opportunity of voting on each 
part separatelj". But, in this particular case, the (’hair miglit explain 
to the Honourable Members that the usual parliamentary practice, when 
a motion to take into consideration iiie Public Accounts Committee re¬ 
port ia made, is that no qnestdon is put after disouasionk The' motion^ 
the report of the Public Aeeoumta CK»minittce be * taken intov oon* 
flideratioRi ia simply made with, a view to givinyit^ aix oppontonity to the 
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House 1o have a full and tliorougli discussion on the points arising 
within the report of the Public Accounts Committee and no 
question is put. Following that practice, what the Chair proposes to 
do is this. The (juestion relating to excess grant has been coupled with 
the first part, because it arises out of the report with which the first 
part deals. So no question will l)e put relating to the firist part. The 
only (luestioii that will be- put will Ih^ that the Assembly do approve the 
excess expenditure. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : Sir, 1 just have in iny hand a copy of part II 
of Volume J oi* ihe report and i liml that it deals with the entire ail- 
ministration of Indian railways ar.d. therefori*, a nw'iew oT the entire ad¬ 
ministration from “ A ” to “ Z will be within the purview of this 
Peso! lit ion. 

Sir, the first question which T will take up here is the eapitalLsed 
value of the Indian riiilw’ays. T rememlxu’ a story. Once a person 
asked the value of the shoe which he was wearing and at what price he 
could sell it. The latter said that lie would calculate. He said : 

I paid 10 shillings for it when 1 purchased it and I had to resole it 
ten times and paid half a crown each lime. Therefore, it cost me 
35 shillings. Now, I am quite willing to sell it at halt' tin* price, that 
is. 17 shillings This is just the point with regard to capitalisation 
oL' our Indian Pailways. \Vc liavc been spcoiding money from time 
time and this is aU added to the (’apitel at charge. This is rather an 
important point and I hope, lK*f<»re the new' Pailwfiy authority comes 
into existence—T Inqie it will come into (*xistence in the near future.— 
the assets of the Indian railw'ays will be revalued. Tin* whole thing 
should be revalued by some expert committee so that the railways in 
future will not be saddled with the interest eharg(‘s wdth which they are 
saddled at the iireseiit moment. We are in a very imsatisfaetory jiosi- 
fion just noAV as regards the Indian Raihvays. Now', I will just give a 
simple question of arithmetic and 1 hoj)e iny Honourable friend, the 
Leader of the House, will be able to give me an answer. My question 
is this that there is a business, called the Indian Railway Administra¬ 
tion. The income of this husines.s is about 87 crores. Out of these 
87 crores. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shanmukham Ohetty) : 
Order, order. If there is a general desire to continue this disciLssion, 
the Chair wmuld have no objection to direct that the House should sit 1o- 
Uiorrow till Lunch time. Rut if it is desired that we should sit late 
today and finish it off, the f3iair would he agn^mbh* to that course also. 
(Some T!onoiirahle Members : “ Tomorrow morning will he better ”.) 

If at all it is the desire to continue the discussion, the Chair w'ill direct 
that tomorrow we shall sit only for half the day and finish it by Lunch 
time. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : I will finish before Lunch time. 
(Laughter.) 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : 8ir, on a point of order. 
Is my Honourable friend in order in reviewing the Railway administra¬ 
tion fw)m “ A '' to “ Z as hq himself described it, in the course o£ 
this discussion, or should he properly limit himself to points which are 
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actually raised in the report of the Public Accounts Committee which is 
before this Assembly ? 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : 1 will confine myself strictly to th(> points 
raised here and this was one of 'the points raised in this report. If 
1 review the entire system, T cannot finish even in a week, but I will 
take al>ou1 three lioiirs only by confining myself to the points raised in 
the rt^port. 

Mr. President n’he ITonoiira})le Sir Siianmukham (’hetty'i : On the 
whole, it will perhaps he b(‘ttcr if the Chair directs that tomorrow the 
House will sit till Lunch tiim*, and the ('hair directs accordingly. 

The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the (^lock on Thursday, 
the lilst Seidernber, DIIIL 
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iiiljly niH in the Assembly (Chamber at Eleven of the Clock, 


cretary of the Assembly : Sir, the followiiif? Messajye has been 
<1 r!')ni the (-onneil of State : 

.Ml .iMc. tcd to iiifonii you that tho OouiumI of State has, .jt its meeting held 
‘0!li .N. |il{‘ni>)er, l‘»33, agreed, without any aiiiendnicntM, to the Hill to amend 
Drugs Act, IMoO, for certain piirjmses, which was pas<e.l by tin; 
vr Assi inbly at its meeting held on the ItHh Sejdember, lt»33. ” 


HEATH OF MRS. AXXiE BESANT. 


Cowasji Jehangir i^Hoiuiia}' City : Non -Muhammadan Urban) : 
i si.M Fit. the H(uise, 1 am sure, \vill hear with tht‘ deepest regret 
death ol* Mrs. Aju.ii' licsanl, and it is the general desire of the 
Hiiil we should expre.ss our condolenee with the Theosophical 
and with li(*r r(‘lalions. 


link that then; is no oiu iji India who has not heard or who has 
iw’ii of the work of Mia.. Annie Besanl. It might truly be said 
• was till* great(*si woman of her generation, not only the greatest 
woman, but I make bohl to say, the greatest woman in the world 
^ nel•atio^. She was ;MM-lia])s one of the greatest orators of her 
.1 I well rememl)er in the days of my youth hearing Annie Besant 
.vJth awe ami ailiniration, although i)erha])s wlien tve got liome 
eeted on all she Jiad said we miglil not be able to agree with all 
u’ies and all her prineijiles : but that she excelled all men and 
as an orator there can be no iloubl. 1 have beard it said in 
! by Englishmen that Aniiio Besanl excelled all men in orator 3 % 
g the great (Gladstone. Her knowledge of India and her loye 
country was of a cliaraclei \\v‘ have never seen in any one 
)efor(?. Wc may not be able to agree with all her views, but we 
doubt her honesty of i>uri)Ose, her love for this country and 
les, and we cannot bin acknowledge today the deep debt of 
e that India owes hei’—an Englishwoman coming to this 
from her home six tlvousand miles away, devoting all her time, 
•gy an*l her wealUi for the veil \mii*g of a people, millions of 
ho were no connection or relations of hers, but merely for the 
humanity. 1 am not going to enlarge on Mrs. Annie Besant's 
life, nut there can be no doubt that she was the first in India 



massi‘s as to their resp(»nsibilities to their own country, 
litical. I h.ive had the pleasure of meeting her, but there 
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must be other Honourable Members in this Ho^se who have known her 
better. Of course she chose Madras as her kome, and those from 
Madras will naturally s])eak with mu^*h greater authority on the 1 
and work of Mrs. Aimi(3 Besant. Mr. rresident, 1 believe 
general desire of the House that you should convey to tht 
Society and to her relations our deep condolences and our 
tion that India has lost in her one of India's greatest frii 
abroad. 

Bfr. 0. S. Banga Iyer (Hohilkund and Kumaon Divisio. 
Muhammadan Rural) : Sir, the lloncuirable the Leader of the 
tion has expressed the feeliug.s of this side of the House and thi 
as a whole and the countrj’^ outside when he said that in the 
of Mrs. Besant a great friend of India and of humanity has . 
away. Mrs. Besant illustrated in her great life, greatly lived, tli. 
is a great calling, not a mean and grovelling thing to be shuffled throu 
as we can. When she broke away from Christianity after seeing the 
sufferings of her child before its death, when she wondered why God 
"should have inflicted on that innocent thing so much sutTering, and 
took to atheism for a while or agnosticism, she was really embarking 
upon a severe quest after the truth. Great were the days when she 
fought the battle of freedom in England with Charles Bradlaugh -days 
which made the late Mr. Stead truly say that she was the greatest plat¬ 
form speaker of the English speaking world. And tlnui, when i^e 
came into contact with Hinduism and studied Hindu i)hilosophy and 
realised that there Avas such a thing as transmigration of the soul and 
that the sins of past life were visited by way of suffering in this life on 
young and old alike, she plu'ig*»d into tlie study of that religion and 
became its great master and interpreter ; it is from Ilinduisni that she 
learnt the great truth of theosophy, for she felt that Hinduism was 
the mother of religions and that various religions Avere like various 
rivers which took their start from various mountains flowing, crooked 
or straight, going and mingling their Avaters in the common sea, the 
sagara^ the realisation of God himself Mrs. Besant thought she owed 
a great debt to her own country wdien she started the Home Rule for 
India movement. Before her there have been independence move¬ 
ments in this country, climaxing in violence of an ugly kind. She 
thnught the greatest message that an Englishman or EnglishAvoman 
could give to this country was to make the Indian people love India 
as an Englishman would love England ; and she founded, to educate 
the youth of this land on right lines, the (Central Hindu (College, Benares, 
on which rose the great Hindu University. So long as Hinduism lives, 
the name of Mrs. Besant will live, and even though she has passed away, 
she can never pass away, for she his joined 

“.the Chair invisible 

Of those immortal dead who live again 
III minds made better by their presence." 

Mr. T. N. Bamakrisfana Beddi (Madras ceded . Di 
Chittoor : Non-Muhammadan Rural) : i^ir, on behalf of my 
bu hehalf of myself, I heartily associate myself with the ' 
eloquently expressed by the Iieaders of the Independent a 
Parties regarding the passing away of I)r. Besant. Sir, we 
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a deep debt of gratitude to Dr. Besant. It was she who started the 
Home Rule movement for the attainment of s^lf^GovernmeD^t fOr India 
and it is a.,pity that she did. .not. »eo the fruRion. of. her labours. She 
helped not only ,the political movement, but also, the educational move¬ 
ment by starting the Central Hindu College at Benares and, subsequent¬ 
ly, she transferred her activities to the Madras Presidency and 'made 
Adyar as the headquarters lor her work. After she became President 
of the Theosophical Society, she made the society a world-wide move¬ 
ment and established branches all over the world. Sir, Madras Presi¬ 
dency is more grateful to her than other t>rovinces, because she started 
what is called the Y. M. 1. A. yissociatioii where young Indians find a 
place for living and for carrying on other social activities. Coming 
nearer home, 1 am deeply grateful to her for having started educatiofiai 
institutions in my own place, Madaiiapalle, where she started an Arts 
College and Jijnasa Lodge, and she is also responsible for starting what 
is called the Kishi Valley Educational Trust and made Madanapalle the 
Santi Niketan of Southern India in the words of the great Poet Tagore. 
Sir, 1 associate myself with all the soniimenls that have fallen from the 
previous speakers. 

Mr. N. N. Anklesaria (Bombay Northern Division : Non-Muham¬ 
madan Rural) : Sir, on behalf of the Central Party, I entirely asso¬ 
ciate myself witli tiie senl iment.s expressed by the previous speakers. 
Sir, among the many English names which have endeared themselves to 
Indians the name of Annie Besant will he always in the forefront. So 
far as 1 know, she aeknowledgeti no L“s of blood or race. India was 
her mother and Indians wor(* her brothers and sisters. Mr. President, 
1 think, tlierefore, it would be in the fitness of things if our condolence 
and sympathy were broadcasted throughout the whole country which 
is now monniing her loss. 

Sir Leslie Hudson (Bombay : European) : Mr. President, in the 
f)a.ssing away of Dr. Amiie Besinr., a remarkable personality has been 
lost to India. She identified herself in her later years with the Home 
Rule movement in India and she gave that movement life and purpose 
in ]H)litics, in religion and in philosophy. She has made her influence 
felt throughout the world, and more particularly throughout Didia, 
and there are many, apart fron. those who have listened to her silver 
tongued oratory, who will mourn her loss. 1 wLsh to associate my 
Group, Sir, witli the tributes paid to her memory by previous speakers. 

Nawab Major Malik Talib Mehdi Khan (North Punjab : Muham¬ 
madan) : 8ir, 1 wish to associate Jiiyself and u.y Party with what has 
been said by previiMis speakers about thv loss that India has sustained, 
on account of the passing away of Dr. Annie Besant. She was one of 
those Englishwomen who tried to bring tin? East and West together. 
She gave a very great part of her life to the service of India. She 
was quite unselfish and had no thought for any kind of reward for the 
work she did for this couiitiy. Sir. her death removes a link whi^h 
aimed at uniting India and England together, and we mourn her loss, 
because we have hist a true friend. 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore (Leader of the House) : Sir, I 
would like to associate myself with the tributes. that have been paid to a 
truly remarkable personality. Mrs. Besant. spent the best yean^ of a ,yery 
long life in' what she passionately believed to be the best service of thir 
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country. T am sure that there Avill be a widespri'ad feelinp of regret 
througrlioiit tJie country at tJie loss of a "reat personality who was a citizen 
of the world, as much as he was a citizen of India. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Slianmukliam C^hetly) : F woiiM 
like to add iny own tribute to the memory of one oT the frreatc'st per¬ 
sonalities that the world has ever seen. In tJie jiassintf away of Mrs. Annit* 
Besaiil, the worhl has lost a nmiarkable personality. It has been 
my privilejre to enjoy tlie friendship of Annie Besant, ami ii was 
iiiy ])rivilep:e also to work with her in the imblie cause 

for some time. Wlien the future historian oF India writes about the 
])roprress of the national movement in this country, he would undoubtedly 
ffive a place of honour to Annie Besant. To my Tiiind, the jrreati’st 
service that Annie Besant rendered to this eninitry and to Enjrland lies 
in the fact th-at she, more than any other per-on, lias been rtvsponsible 
for brin«:injjr al»out better und(‘rstandinir between EnjrHshmen and 
Indians. She was eminently fitted for this task, beeau.se she. more tlum 
any other ])erson, understood Indian ideab and aspirations. Tier 
knowledpre of Indian culture and Indian ]>hilosophy was uni<iue. That 
foundation enabled her to brinir about a b(*tt(‘r understandiiifr between 
En]u:lishn:<‘r. and Tiulians. 1 well re!‘M*n.‘!»er the yeai* when t pro¬ 

ceeded to Eiijrland as on(‘ of tlie members of llu* llonn* Kiile t)ej»utati()n 
and addressed variou.s ])uf)lic nieetin«rs aloiujr witli Ih‘i\ and 1 ean recad 
to my mind the enthusiasm whicli Arnde Besaut stirr(‘d np in the minds 
of PhiJjrlishiiKMi and women alKuit the Fudian Empire*. BoUi T'hi^disbmen 
and liidian.s will for inauy jrejieratior.;’ to eome ih(' m; uio»*y 

one who strove so hard to hriiur about a better uud(‘rslandi!iL' b(*tw(*en 
these two eouiitrie.s. Probably those oiilsido lier ('wn inlimal** eireh’ 
may not realise that, apart from her ])nblic servic<'‘s. iu her ])riv:jt!‘ lif** 
she was the very embodiment of eha.rity and ]>hilanthropy. I know 
myself of hundreds of Indian students who owe tlieir ediieational career 
and their career in later life to the generosity of Annie Besant. It shall 
he my duty to convey to the inemh(‘rs of the Tht‘Osop]!h*‘d Soei(‘1y ai'.d 
to the relations of Annie Besant the deep sorrow that this Ilous'* feels 
with the world as a whole in the lo.ss of a irreat ])ersonHlity, aiid the 
{rreatest friend that India had. 


REPORT OF THE PUBLIC^ ACCOTTNTS COMMITTEE—eowchf. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad (TTnitod Provinces Southern Divisions : 
Muhammadan Rural) : The Public Accounts Committee is om* of the 
most im])ortant statutory Committees of this House, or, T can say, 
perhaps the most important one. Its report is always of a technical 
nature, and the object of disenssinj? it in the House is that the Members 
of the Assembly, who have not l>een meinhers of the Puhli'* Af counl ; 
Committee, ‘should know somethinp: about tlm administr.stien of tb#* 
various Departments of the Oovernment, and bear sometlnnjLiC about the 
efficiency or otherwise of those De])artiiieT]ts. The object is not simply 
to pass the Report in a formal manner ; the intention is that we should 
know somethinj? about it. So, it was unreasonable on tlie part of Gov- 
emTuent to have a Report of this kind fifteen minutes before the time 
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ischeduled for the termination of the proceedings of this Assembly, and 
when a suggestion was made by the Opposition that the subject should 
be taken up in the Delhi Session, the re]>ly of the Government was still 
more unreasonable, and the Opposition had no other alternative but to 
exercise its prerogative. 

I frankly admit that I did not even know till yesterday afternoon 
that tlio Kail way Department also Oaine within the purview of the Public 
Accounts (V)iiiinittee till tin? Deputy Secretary i)assed on the second 
volume of the Kepoii; to me. Many Members on this side of the House 
are absent and I should not like to detain the House very long. I shall 
tik(* the advice of my IIom)urable friend, the Finance Member, and 
confine my attention U) those jiarticular portions W'hicli are mentioned 
in the l\ej)ort r.nd leave the consideration of all points from A to Z. 

Taking' ii]) A]ip(‘i*idiees IV and Y of this Report, they deal with a 
matter in whieh I had been taking great interest, that is the question of 
Moody Ward leport and the treatment meted out to travelling ticket 
inspectors. 1 dar<*say, much water has flown since those pages had been 
written and tl)e j-osilion today is Jiineh better. There are, however, one 
or two Doints tn wliieh T would like to draw attention. It is asserted that 
this was the most feasildr scheme that could be devised. If it is supposed 
to 1 ) 1 * \»ry effi(*icnt, may 1 suggest t'»»at the crow system which has been so 
miicl) c()?Klemned in this K’eport should now be abolished even on the Great 
Indian Peninsula Railway where, 1 understand, it doe-s exist from 
Khandwa, to .Manmfid. The otlier thing is that they have sketched out 
very nicely tin* defects of the Moody-Ward .system. They say that, under 
the crew system, 30 per cent, of the tickets were missing, as against nine 
per cent, missing under the Moody-Ward system. The only relic of the 
crew system that lias now been left is the Ilaymaii-lMohindra punch. I 
ros])ectfully submit to the Honourable the Financial Commissioner for 
Rfiilways that all these ])unehes should be sold out now like waste iron and 
the whole thing written off a.s a dead loss to the Indian railways in memory 
of thos(* who have gone away. 

I take this opportunity to repeat four 7 >oints to which attention has 
already been drawn. In this connection I .sliould like to take this oppor¬ 
tunity to thank my friend, the Financial Commissioner, who is taking 
a |)ersonal interest in tin* matter, and on aceount of liis personal sympathy 
to a just eansf* this vexed (piestion has been partially or, T may say, 
to a large extent, .solved. Those points still left are (1) that the con¬ 
solidated travelling allowance should be fixed in ])roportion to the salary 
and not fixed for er.eh grade, (2) if the vacancies may be in a higher 
grade, then. 

The Honourable Sir Joseph Bhore (Member for Commerce and 
Railways) : Would my Hononrahle friend kindly refer me to the part 
/of the Repfu’t with wliich he is dealing ? 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : Tt is eonne^^ted with the Moody-Ward Report 
which is referred to i'n Aniiexure A to Ap]>endix IV. I need not waste 
the lime of the TToiise, hut T would like to read only one sentence from 
this Appendix : 

“ Tlie AiulPor (lOirral coii 'iirrof! in this opinion Jind added that tho function of 
the Aeeoiuits PopartinoiU was, through the aeeoiinta, to check whether the TiafUc 
Department was doing its work properly." 
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And, I think, some machinjeTy ou^tht to be, provided, to give effect to 
this suggestion. Some machinery should he provided to check the work 
of the Transport department. 

Now, I come to the next Appendix, namely, V, dealing with publicity. 
Here, 1 understand, that a large sum of money had been given to one 
press ill India, both in advance and alst) recurring. It would probably 
Imve been better if the money had been spent in improving the liailway 
Printing Works, instead of giving it to one press. Another complaint 
is, t(u* MAivertisements of the Railway publicity office are invariably given 
to the English Press and omit altogether the Indian papers. As regards 
Appendix VT, I have got nothing to say. 

Now, 1 come to the very important Appendix, namely, VII, which 
deals with construction. Here our Public Accounts Coiiiinittee go into 
very great detail and lay dowm certain conditions so that the old mistakes, 
1 think I am entitled to use a stronger word, follies may not be repeated. 

I must draw attention once more to the Kangra Valley Railway, the 
•original estimate of which was four crores of rupees and we liave already 
ispeiil Rs. 14 crores over it. 

Mr. P. R. Ran (Financial Commissioner, Railways) : (Vrtainly not. 
The original estimate was between l.*10 to 140 lakhs, and we have spent 
on the whole less than Rs. 3 crores 1 think. 1 do not know where my 
Honourable friend got the figure of Rs. 14 crores. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : The im}>ortaut thing is not the actual figures, 
hut tliat the actual expenditure was three times the original estimate, 

I his my friend cannot deny. Is it or is it not a fact that certain office 
recto’ds were all destroyed V 

Mr, P. R. Rau ; I understand that there was a fire and the records 
w(’re destroyed. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : If they were destroyed, it is l)eliev«*d tliat 
l!ii*y were destroyed intentionally and the person, who was responsible, 

1 ih) not like to mention his name, immediately left, and no explanation 
was called for. Is it not a fact f 

Mr. P. R. Rau : This is news to me. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : My friend will have more news. I can give 
you ])roof of what I am saying now, but I do not like to mention it on 
the floor of the House. In this particular case, the Railway I)(‘part- 
immt has mismanaged the affairs. My Honourable friend \s predeeessors, 
who weie respoiLsihle for this, took the matter liglitly, and no emjuiry 
has b<*en made and no report of a sjitisfactory nature has been laid Ixd’orc 
the House. 

1 should like to have some explaimtion also about the Salein-Mettur 
Dam, as to why the total expenditure is about ten times the original 
est imato. This is another in.stance in which they have been gtiiliry of 
mismanagement, the expenditure was mudi greater than «tiie wiginal 
estimate. I pause for a reply. . ' 

Mr. P. R. Rau : T do not think it is correct that the expenditure was 
ten times the estimate. .• -*• Nr. , 
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i Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : If my friend denies it, I leave the matter 
here. I now turn to Appendices VllI and IX. There you have a list 
of number of pe^’sons' who are shown in one particular place, but who 
are employed in another place. We know that the audit is restricted 
to 10 per cent, cases. To find out the real number, you have to multiply 
it by ten. I do not like to read the whole list, but anybody who reads 
pages 73—77 of this re])()rt will sCe how the railways have been mis¬ 
managed. Cases have been given here in very great details. ^ may 
remind the House that in a particular farm in the Ambala district, a 
large number of coolies and railw'ay servants were employed. T do not 
like to go into details, but I would refer Honourable Members to the 
pages of this report. 

Then I come to the case of the Bengal Nagpur Railway. You find 
here that the ex[)enditure, which ought to have b<^en debited uud<‘r 
reserve or depreciation, was really debited uiid(*r cai)ital, and th(^ capital 
was increased enormously. Tliis is mentioned on i)age 79, and llie result 
would be that, in 1935, when the State would acquire the Bengal N?jgpur 
Railway, we would have to i)ay the increased capital. 1 hope that the 
Coniniittce would look into the matter and would adjust the aeconuts. 

Then I turn to the purchase of certain things in Appeiidi'; XV. This 
is the elcetrie scheme. It is a big thing, and 1 do not like to speak about it 
now. 1 would deal with this later on. In this connect if »n, a beautiful 
pamphlet has been wrillcn by a railway expert. 1 hope this pami)hh*t 
would be laid before the Public Accounts Committee on some future dat;. 


Mr. P. R. Baa : May I know what is the pamphlet the iloiiourable 
Member is referring to ? 

Dr, Ziauddin Ahmad : It has been written by some railway officer. 

Mr. P. R. Rau : Is it by the Direcior of Railwa}’ Audit ? That is the 
pamphlet which the Public Accounts Committee was considering. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : I have not seen the report myself ; but tlni 
author promised to send it to me. 

The next thing T will refer to is the stores purchased in ISngland. We 
know that we pay large sums for the inspection and, then, we Ihid lliat 
about 20 or 25 per cent, are incorrectly sent. 

Mr. P. R. Rau : T do not think it is 10 per cent. It is much nearer 
^ one or t'wo per cent. 

Av Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : I think they order one thing and get some- 
' thing else, and this is a thing "diich requires to be looked into. Your 
inspection should be more thorough and you should see that, wbatever 
things are actually ordered are actually received. 

The next thing is about the despatch of coal from Calfuitta to 
Rangoon. 

Mr. P. R. Ban : To what particular paragraph of the report is niy 
.Hpuourable friend referring ? 

Dr, 2Kaaddin Ahmad : 1 will give it later, but first let me mention 
the facts. May I ask, if it is not a fact that we have been paying Rs. 4-14-0, 
while the actual rate. Jiasf been Rs, 4-4-0 or Rs. 4-0-0, and wt are paying 
about eight annas per ton extra. A protest has already been made by 
tile Burma Railways about tins excess freight from Calcutta to Rangoon. 
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Mr. P.. E. Eau : I cazinot find any referenoe to this in this Report 
Will my Honourable friend give me the reference ? 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : Hirst consider the facts. Do you admit the 
facts y Don^t change the issue. 

Mr. P. E. Eau ; We must consider relevancy before we come to test. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : I understand that the Burma Bailway 
Administration has already protested against this pnactici; and gave 
chapter and verse in i)roof of that statement. 1 do not like to AViiste 
the time of the Uouse on this occasion and probably we will liav(3 a full 
dress debate on this subject when the discussion on the budget of the 
Indian Kailways comes up before the Assembly. 

I will also mention here one thing about the i)ureh:ase of tlio linislied 
articles by tlie ^Ladi'ius and Southern Mahratta l\4idway. They always 
purcliase the articles in a fiiiisheil form and, afterwards, when they are not 
used, they are disposed of at 15 per cent, of the original price. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster (Finance Member) : On a 
point of order. I am sure that every one in this Assembly is interested 
in making this debate on the report of the Public Accounts (.'oiuniilree 
a useful one, but wliat my Honourable friend is rt‘ally t?yiiig to do is 
to carry out on the lloor of tlie House a sort of examination which Die 
Public Accounts Committee itself has to conduct ami 1 understood that 
you. Sir, agreed yesterday that this debate* should confine itse*ir to points 
wiiieii have actually been brought to notice by the Public Aceounis (\>ni- 
mittee. I think my Honourable friend is going beyond that altiioiigh no 
doubt he would be doing a valuable service if lie called atteution to points 
which had escaped the notice of the Public Accounts (’oiruniUee. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : Now, about th(* stones it is diseiissed in the 
committees’ report. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : What paragra])b is my Honour^ 
able friend referring to V 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : One tiling which siiouJd hf looked into is 
whether the store balances of a particular railway ai(3 not nincli girater 
than rhey are in the case of other railways. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : May 1 perha])s assist, my 
Honourable friend. I think i)0ssibly be has in mind pai-ag:*ai>h 21 of 
Part 1 of Volume 1 of the li(*port. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad .* 1 have I’art II in niy mind. I again lay stress 
on the fact that in one jiarticnlar railway the store balanc(\s are much 
larger than they are under normal conditions which is due to tlu^ fnet that 
they purchased a large quantity of stocks which weri^ afterwards sold at 
15 per cent, of the cost price. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : 1 suggest that my Honourable 
friend is again quoting from his memory, and wluit w'c liavt* to »ieal wdth 
is not my Honourable friend’s memory, but this printed Beiiort. 

Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : 1 am talking about the store balances men 
tinned at page 102, Chapter XIX. 

Now, the next thing that I wish to say is about the Vizagapatam Har¬ 
bour which is a big problem by itself. But the less we say about it, the 
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better it is ; the Railway Department alone is not responsible £i^ its 
mismanagement. 

There is one thing more to which I should like to draw the attention 
of the House and that is the last point which I wish to make. It has been 
pointed out that there has been a great irregularity about locating the 
exact persons who have been responsible for irregularities. Very often the 
irregularity is attributed to a person who has left the service. Now, on 
this point, special stress has been laid in the Report and I hope we will 
have better accounts next year. I think the best course would be i\ot to 
allow the person who is supposed to be responsible for some irregularities 
to go on leave and receive all the bonus to which he is entitled unless and 
until he has explained all those irregularities. In conclasion, I protest 
once more that this Report ought to have been brought before the House 
when it was full and when we could have a better opportunity of hearing 
the criticisms on the report of the Public Accounts Committee from mem¬ 
bers resj)onsible for this Report. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : Bir, it is always a very diffi¬ 
cult task to reply in a debate of this kind and T would like at the outset 
to make one suggestion to the Honourable Members who are interested in 
this subject which, if this debate is to be taken seriously in the future, 
might be of great advantage. If it were possible for Ilonoujable Mem¬ 
bers, wlio intend to take part in a discussion on the Public Accounts Oom- 
luhlecc’s Report, to let us on the Covcriiment side have noiice of the 
points which they intend to raise, I think it would be possible to have a 
very much more s^itisfactorj’ debate. H i”. of course, possible to raise 
points in connection witJi every department of the Govern men r arising 
out of the Public Accounts (•ornmittee's Report, but I am sure, Honourable 
Members opposite will appreciate that it is impOvS.sible for ns on this side 
to come jirepared to deal with every tiossible point that may he raised. 
Therefore, if this discussion is to become a useful feature in our proceed¬ 
ings, ] think the suggestion wliicli 1 have made is worth considering. xVs, 
however, wt have not had notice of the ])oints which have been raised and 
as it is very difficult for me to speak on behalf of every department on 
every detail which lias been mentioned, T hope the House will excuse me 
if I do not reply fully on the present occasion. All that I can do is to 
say That we in the Finance Department wdll see that copies of the rele¬ 
vant T*<>t-tions of Honourable Members’ speeches are forwarded to the 
departments which they concern and that due notice is taken of vhe sug¬ 
gestions made. There is, hoAvever, one point of general financial signi- 
ticance which was refi^rred to in the speech of my Honourable Friend, the 
Deputy President. lie there complained that Government had not 
followed the recommendation of the (kmimittee that w^as set up on the Posts 
and Telegraphs Accounts as regards creating a capital account and as 
regards allowing interest on the Department’s balances. That is rntlier a 
complicated question and 1 only w’ant to pioint out to my Honourable friend 
one practical aspect of that recommendation which recent developments 
have brought to light. Very briefly, the suggestion was that a fictitious 
balance should be created and credited to the Posts and Telegraphs Depart¬ 
ment covering the imaginary accumulations of depreciation fund over a 
hjng period of years before commercialised accounts were started and that 
os against that the Department should be treated as having borrowed money 
to cover the whole of its capital expenditure at an average rate of about 
8} per cent. The Department would then have been in the positkm 
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of being liable foj: interest at 3i per cent, on about 8i crores. As 
against this the Department would have had a book balance .standing to 
the credit of the depreciation fund of the same amount on which it would 
have (»arn(^d interest at the current rate. As tlie rate at the time when the 
recommendation was made was something like 5.7 per cent., the De¬ 
partment would have benefited to the extent of about per cent, on 
the sum of 8J crores, that is to say, the department would have been bene¬ 
fited to the extent of about 18 lakhs per annum. That was suggested as 
one way to make the department a paying proposition. Well, JSir, in the 
first place I had to object on behalf of the Finance Departm(3nt to such an 
arrange*inent as it w'as a purely fictitious reconstruction of tlje past which 
would have put the Posts and Telegraphs Department in an extremely 
favourable position. It was to have been treated as having borrowed 
money at per cent, and as having that money to its credit ajid being 
able to earn 5.7 per cent, on it. 

Sir Cowasji Jehangir (Doinbfiy City : Non-Muhammadan Urban) : 
May 1 ask if the existing conditions were not most unfavourable to tlie 
Posts and Telegraphs Department ? If the suggestion is that the new 
arrangement Avas going to put the Posts and Telegraphs Departinent in 
a favourable ])osition, Avere not the existing conditions most unfa'^oiirable 
to the Posts and Telegraphs Department ? 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : No, Sir : I do not think I 
can admit that at all. According to our arrangements we Avon* alloAving 
a very substantial rate of interest on all the l)alanc(‘s standing at their 
credit. The point I w'ant to make is this and 1 do not Avish to enter now 
into the argument as to the merits or demerits of our decision. I>ut the 
value of that arrangement to the Posts and Telegraphs Department de¬ 
pended entirely on the fact that the rate of interest Avhich Avould haA^e 
been alloAved on the balances was much greater than the rate of interest 
at Avliich it was to be assumed that the capital had been raised. Tender 
present conditions instead of the balances being able to earn 5.7 per cent, 
interest Ave could not possibly treat them as earning more than about 4 per 
cient. interest. Therefore, the benefit -which the Posts and 'Felegraphs 
Department A\’ould have receiA^ed is reduced to a very fcAV lakhs insteat! of 
38 lakhs. It would Iihat been reduced to about 4 or 5 lakhs. The point is 
that it is purely an accidental circumstance that it Avas pa‘=;sihle to r«'gard 
the money Avhieh had been spent in the pa.st as having been borrowed at a 
very Ioav rate and being able to earn a very high rate of interest today. 
If the charges Avhich are to be levied by the Po.sts ^nd Telegra]dis Depart¬ 
ment from the public and if the attempts to reduce expenditure on the 
oilier side are to be regulated by purely accidental conditions of that kind, 
then 1 submit Ave should not get to the results that we are all aiming at, 
namely, making the Posts and Telegraphs Department really self-sup¬ 
porting. If it had been possible to accept that arrangement, it would 
have been an accident that it happened to be a beneficial arrangement, 
and moreover it would be a benefit, the permanence of which could not 
have been foretold. In fact if the rates of interest happen to go down 
still further, as they very well may, that arrangement might actually in 
the future have been found to be costing the Posts and Telegraphs.Depaft- 
.ment money and to be producing a debit balance, which would, of course, 
entirely upset the purpose of the recommendation. That is an important 
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financial point and 1 am glad to have had this opportunity of dealing 
with it. Otherwise, 1 do not think that there are any points on which 1 
can be expected to give an immediate reply. I think we may say that 
this discussion has had one definite advantage and that is that it has forced 
my Honourable friend from * At* to* Z* to forgo his dinner and to read the 
Public Accounts Committee report. (Laughter.) That, Sir, is a result 
on which I aubmit this Assend)ly can congratulate itself. 

^ Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad : When I mentioned the fact that 1 had to forgo 
my dinner for the purpose of reading this H!iport, I thought that the Hon¬ 
ourable-Member would say that he would in fifture lay a Report gf the Pub¬ 
lic Accounts Committee in good time for discyssioh and at a time when 
the House is full, and I am rather sorry that only the humorous side"Tiad 
appealed to him and the serious part did not appeal to him. 

The Honourable Sir George Schuster : I am quite ready to accept my 
Honourable friend’s suggestion and 1 can give him the assurance that we 
will do our best to give due notice of the business in future and provide 
proper time for its discussion. But if we accept that suggestion, then, I 
think, we are entitled to claim on the other side that Honourable Members 
who ask for time to discuss this Report should take the matter seriously 
and should, as far as possible, help us to deal with the points which they 
have raised. 

Mr. President (The Honourable Sir Shanmukham Chetty) : The ques¬ 
tion is : 

** That the Assembly do approve the expenditure of Bs. 25,388 ioeiirred in 
1930-31 representing the share of the Government of India on behalf of the Centrally 
Administered Areas of the cost of matenals purchased for locust operations in that 
year.' * 

The motion was adopted. 

The Assembly then adjourned till eleven of the Clock on Monday, the 
18th November, 1933, at New Delhi. 
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